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*To  CHARLES  WASHINGTON 

Mount  Vernon,  January  31, 1770. 

Dr.  Charles:  If  you  saw  my  Brother  John  in  Stafford  when 
you  were  down  there  at  Christmas;  if  you  had  any  Conversa- 
tion with  my  Br.  Sam'l  on  the  Subject  I  mentioned  to  you;  and 
if  any  time  was  proposed  for  your  meeting  at  this  place,  I  shoud 
be  glad  to  know  it,  and  beg  you  will  write  me  a  line  by  the 
first  Post  after  this  gets  to  hand  informing  me  of  it  accord- 
ingly; as  I  want  to  prepare  for  my  journey  but  am  desirous 
before  hand  of  knowing  whether  I  am  to  go  alone  or  in  Com- 
pany as  it  will  make  some  difference  in  my  preparation's. 

As  I  expect  it  will  shortly  be  known,  whether  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  under  the  Kings  Proclamation  have  any  chance 
to  come  in  for  Lands  West  of  the  Alligany  Mountains,  I  shoud 
be  glad  to  know  if  any  of  them  which  may  fall  in  your  way 
woud  sell  their  rights;  and  upon  what  terms;  tho'  I  have  little 
expectations  that  any  of  them  woud  sell  upon  such  terms  as  I 
woud  buy,  or  any  person  coud  afford  to  buy,  unless  they  war- 
ranted the  Lands;  For  if  the  number  of  Grants  (which  are  of 
older  date  to  the  King's  Proclamation)  shoud  take  place,  as 
their  is  but  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  if  they  do  not  by 
clashing  with  each  other,  destroy  themselves;  I  woud  hardly 
give  any  Officer  a  button  for  his  Right;  for  besides  a  large 
Tract  of  Country  reserved  for  the  Indian  Traders,  from  Fort 
8701  1 


2  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Jan. 

Pitt  near  150  Miles  down  the  Ohio,  and  up  to  the  Laurell  Hills 
there  appeard  by  a  List  laid  before  the  House  of  Burgesses  by 
order  of  the  Govr.  to  be  between  6  and  7,000,000  of  acres 
actually  granted  and  Petitioned  for;  and  most  of  the  Grants 
made  in  such  general,  and  indeterminate  terms,  that  if  con- 
firmd  no  man  can  lay  off  a  foot  of  Land  and  be  sure  of  keeping 
it,  till  they  are  servd. 

Upon  my  shewing  Mr.  Thurston1  (who  was  formerly  a 
Lieutt.  and  thereby  entitled  to  2,000  Acres  of  Land)  a  Copy  of 
the  Grants,  and  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  there- 
upon, he  immediately  sold  his  right  (tho  otherwise  very  fond 
of  it)  to  Lund  Washington  for  Ten  pounds.  Now  coud  I  pur- 
chase 12  or  15,000  Acres  upon  the  same  terms,  I  woud  do  it, 
considering  of  it  as  a  Lottery  only;  and  my  Reason's  for  so 
doing  are  these.  Such  a  quantity  of  Land  as  this,  added  to  what 
I  may  expect  in  my  own  Right,  woud  form  a  Tract  of  so  great 
dignity  as  to  render  it  worth  my  while  to  send  out  a  Person 
for  the  discovery  of  Land,  clear  if  possible  of  these  numerous 
grants;  and  to  be  at  some  expence  and  trouble  in  seating  and 
Saving  it;  for  without  this  the  Land  woud  soon  be  forfeited 
(which  I  believe  will  be  the  case  with  half  the  Officers  in  this 
Colony)  if  they  shoud  actually  obtain  the  Land;  and  again,  it 
would  be  worth  my  while  thus  situated,  to  buy  of  some  who 
might  under  their  Grants  think  I  clash'd  with  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  you  are  situated  in  a  good  place  for  see- 
ing many  of  the  Officers  at  different  times,  I  shoud  be  glad  if 
you  woud  (in  a  joking  way,  rather  than  in  earnest,  at  first)  see 
what  value  they  seem  to  set  upon  their  Lands;  and  if  you  can 
buy  any  of  the  Rights  of  those  who  continued  in  the  Service 
till  after  the  Cherokee  Expedition,  at  the  Rate  of  about  five, 
Six,  or  Seven  pounds  a  thousand  acres  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you, 
and  will  pay  the  money  upon  demand.  I  am  of  opinion  that 

1  Charles  Mynn  Thruston.    Later  he  was  a  colonel  in  the  Continental  Army. 
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Chew,  and  some  of  those  who  may  be  in  want  of  a  little  ready 
money,  would  gladly  sell;  nor  is  it  much  to  be  wondered  at  if 
they  shoud,  for  if  those  large  Grants  which  I  have  already  men- 
tiond  shoud  take  place  the  purchaser  will  have  sunk  so  much 
money  to  very  little  purpose;  nor  is  the  Officer's  right  under 
the  Proclamation  of  any  consequence  to  those  who  either  does 
not  resolve  to  go  after  the  Land  himself,  or  employ  others  to  do 
it  for  him;  the  first  I  do  not  suppose  many  are  inclind  to,  the 
last  is  hardly  worth  the  expence  for  small  tracts;  and  the  Offi- 
cer is  as  much  obliged  to  find  the  Land  as  any  other  individual ; 
nor  is  his  Title,  if  he  be  not  entitled  to  some  degree  of  prefer- 
ence, a  jot  better  than  any  other  Man's  who  will  go  in  pursuit 
of  Lands  himself,  except  that  he  is  to  enjoy  it  10  years  free  of 
Quit  rents. 

If  you  shoud  make  any  purchases,  let  it  be  done  in  your  own 
name,  for  reason's  I  shall  give  you  when  we  meet;  take  Bonds 
in  large  Penalties  to  convey  all  their  Rights  under  the  Kings 
Proclamation  to  you;  and  they  shoud  be  obligd  to  suffer  their 
names  to  be  made  use  of  to  obtain  the  Land,  as  the  Kings  Proc- 
lamation requires  a  Personal  application  to  the  Govnr.  and 
Council  in  order  to  entitle  them  to  the  Respective  quantities 
granted.  In  looking  over  the  List  of  Grants  that  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Ho.  of  Burgesses  I  perceivd  one  for  10,000  Acres  to 
a  certain  Ambrose  Powell  (who  I  belive  lives  in  Culpeper 
County)  lying  above  the  Mouth  of  the  great  Kanhaway;  this 
is  comprehended  within  our  Grant  of  200,000  Acres,  it  is  also 
fixed  at  a  place  where  two  or  three  other  Grants  are  laid  and  I 
believe  some  of  them  older;  but  yet,  as  it  lyes  in  the  way  of  a 
scheme  I  have  in  view;  and  woud,  in  some  small  degree  pro- 
mote my  Plan  if  I  had  it,  I  shoud  be  obligd  to  you  if  you  woud 
enquire  in  a  round  about  way  who  this  Powell  is  and  where  he 
lives  &ca.,  and  tell  me  who  you  think  the  most  likely  person 
for  me  to  employ  to  purchase  his  right  to  the  Grant.  You  need 
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not  let  your  reasons  for  enquiring  after  Powell  be  known,  till 
you  have  given  me  what  information  you  can  concerning  him, 
least  it  may  give  him  or  others  cause  to  imagine  that  his  grant 
is  more  valuable  than  it  really  is :  In  fact,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
intrinsically  worth  a  groat  (thol  woudgive  eight  or  Ten  pounds 
for  it,  If  I  coud  not  get  it  for  less)  inasmuch  as  it  is  totally 
swallowed  up  in  other  Grants;  but  several  of  this  sort  may  in 
some  measure  give  me  a  prior  claim  to  have  my  share  of  the 
200,000  Acres  above  the  Mouth  of  the  Gr.  Kanhaway  where 
I  am  told  the  land  is  very  fine,  it  is  for  this  reason  therefore  I 
would  [        2]  a  little  for  Powell's. 

In  the  whole  of  your  transactions,  either  with  the  Officers,  or 
on  this  other  matter;  do  not  let  it  be  known  that  I  have  any 
concern  therein.  I  have  Inclosd  you  a  copy  of  the  Bond  I  drew 
from  Thruston  to  Lund  Washington,  which  will  serve  you  for 
a  Precedent  in  case  you  shoud  make  any  purchases.  I  have  put 
your  name  in  the  place  of  Lund  Washington's,  as  I  woud  have 
the  title  given  to  you,  and  not  to  me,  till  matters  are  riper  than 
they  appear  to  be  at  present.  I  shall  take  care  to  furnish  you 
with  money  as  you  may  find  occasion  to  compleat  the  quantity 
I  have  mentioned.  Show  no  part  of  this  Letter,  so  that  you  can 
be  drawn  into  no  trouble  or  difficulty  in  the  Affair.  In  the  mean 
time  I  shoud  be  glad  if  you  would  write  to  me  fully  by  the  first 
post  after  this  gets  to  hand.  I  am,  etc. 

P.  S.  Inclosd  you  will  receive  30/  to  pay  the  within  Acct.  of 
James  Browns,  tho  I  think  it  is  a  most  enormous  charge  as  I 
shoud  be  glad  you  woud  tell  him. 

*To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  February  3, 1770. 
Revd.Sir:  The  uncertainty  of  your  return  from  Mary  land  (as 
we  heard  that  Potomack  was  Froze  below  Cedar  Point)  added 

2  Mutilated  in  manuscript. 
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to  the  difficulty,  and  indeed  danger  of  crossing  the  Waters  be- 
tween this  and  your  House  are  the  Reason's  of  Jackys  detention 
here  so  long.  We  therefore  if  he  shoud  be  too  late  in  comg.hope 
your  excuse  for  it. 

He  brings  down  several  pair  of  very  good  London  made 
shoes,  which  being  too  small  for  him,  it  would  be  acknowl- 
edged as  a  favour  if  you  coud  give  him  any  assistance  in  chang- 
ing of  them  for  those  of  larger  Size.  Our  Compliments  are 
offered  and  I  am,  etc.  ioth.  The  bad  weather  has  detaind  Jacky 
to  this  time  from  the  date  above.  [  n.  y.  p.  l.  ] 

*To THOMAS  H.MARSHALL 

March  9, 1770. 

Sir:  Your  Letter  of  the  8th.  was  delivered  to  me  Yesterday; 
the  contents  of  which  gives  me  both  surprize  and  concern. 
That  no  misapprehension  of  our  agreement  has  happend  on 
my  side  I  think  I  coud  almost  venture  to  affirm  and  can  make 
it  appear  by  other  testimony  than  my  own  otherwise  as  I  have 
ever  been  extreamely  cautious  how  I  encroach  upon  the  prop- 
erty of  another  I  shoud  never  have  aimd  however  convent,  it 
might  be  to  me  at  cutg.  a  single  stick  of  Timber  from  any 
Land  I  did  not  conceive  to  be  my  own  as  a  proof  of  which 
you  have  only  to  recur  to  my  frequent  attempts  to  get  you  and 
Mr.  West3  together  in  order  that  the  bounds  of  our  Lands 
might  be  fully  adjusted  and  trespasses  avoided  not  knowing 
but  my  People  might,  unwittingly  make  some  Incroachments 
which  I  might  neither  know  of  or  prevent  till  the  bounds  were 
established. 

In  respect  to  the  conversation  that  passd  at  my  House  I  con- 
ceive that  you  must  have  forgot  the  most  material  part  of  it 
otherwise  I  must  strangely  have  mistaken  the  sense  and  meang. 
of  it;  true  it  is  you  did  prepose  to  give  up  the  Land  on  the  South 

3  John  West(?). 
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Side  the  Main  Road  for  the  like  qty.  of  Mr.  Alexanders  adjoing. 
you  in  Maryland;  but  upon  its  being  surmis'd  that  there  was 
a  possibility  that  that  Land  might  never  be  got;  you  said  that 
for  so  small  a  qty.  it  made  no  difference,  as  I  might  pay  you  in 
Cash  at  the  rate  of  40/  Maryld.  Curry,  an  Acre  for  it.  This  con- 
versation I  think  was  very  particularly  expressed,  in  as  much  as 
I  ask'd  the  question  over  again  (in  the  presence  of  Lund  Wash- 
ington) in  order  that  no  misconstruction  or  mistake  might 
happen;  and  from  that  moment  lookd  upon  the  slipe  of  Land 
between  me  and  Mr.  French  and  the  other  slipe  between  French 
and  Manley4  as  my  own  to  every  intents  and  purposes  how 
coud  I  do  otherwise  ?  and  what  end  did  it  answer  to  ascertain  a 
Cash  price,  if  I  was  only  to  obtain  your  Land  by  way  of  swap  ? 
What  you  have  added  in  respect  to  our  conversation  atCaptn. 
Poseys  Sale  concerning  Rails  and  my  desire  of  being  put  upon 
a  certainty  I  readily  grant;  but  if  you  conceivd  that  it  related  to 
the  Land  you  had  before  given  me  the  promise  of  I  confess  there 
was  in  that  case  a  misunderstanding  between  us;  for  what  I 
alluded  to  then  was  the  other  Slipe  on  the  No.  side  of  the  Road 
from  French's  Cornr.  white  Oak  there  on  to  my  Cr.  and  Wades 
on  the  Branch  which  when  I  proposd  to  have  aded  along  with 
the  rest  you  woud  give  me  no  promise  of;  but  said,  if  upon 
examination  it  was  found  no  ways  injurious  to  your  Plantation 
you  woud  also  let  it  go;  it  was  this  slipe  that  I  then  had  in  view 
when  I  spoke  to  you  at  Poseys  Sale  expressing  a  desire  of  know- 
ing whether  you  woud  part  with  or  not;  because  this  was  the 
slipe  that  joind  all  along  upon  my  Fence  and  had  Rail  stuff  con- 
venient for  the  end  it  was  wanted  it  was  for  this  purpose  there- 
fore that  I  pressd  you  to  come  over  the  2d.  Morng.  of  the  Sale 
that  we  might  ride  and  see  whether  you  thought  it  injurious  or 
not  and  resolve  accordingly. 

*  Harrison  Manley  and  Daniel  French. 
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As  further  proofs,  that  I  not  only  believd  the  Ld.  to  be  my 
own  but  also  conceivd  that  you  considerd  it  in  the  same  point 
of  view;  Mr.  Manley  told  L  W  that  he  applyd  to  you  to  buy  it 
himself  and  reed,  for  answer  that  he  need  not  give  himself  the 
trouble  of  makg.  any  offer  for  it  as  you  had  already  parted  with 
it  to  me  and  Mr.  Alexander  informd  me,  that  in  answer  to 
your  Letter  he  had  desired  that  you  woud  do  what  you  pleasd 
with  the  Land  he  held  in  Maryld.  consistent  with  the  Laws 
and  customs  of  that  Provence  and  that  the  next  time  he 
see  you,  you  told  him  that  the  Tenant  (part  of  whose  Tene- 
ment you  wanted)  had  Petitiond  so  hard  for  the  priviledge  of 
keeping  his  Plantation  entire  this  year  that  you  had  agreed  to  do 
without  it  all  these  things  corrisponding  so  exactly  with  the  con- 
versation that  passed  between  us  previous  thereto  left  me  no 
room  to  think  there  was  the  least  occasion  to  wait  for  the  for- 
mality of  a  regular  conveyance  of  the  land,  before  I  made  use  of 
it  (as  I  knew  it  was  always  in  my  power  to  pay  for  it  whenever 
calld  upon)  and  therefore  having  occasion  for  Timbers  for  my 
Mill.  I  set  to  Work  upon  that  as  most  convenient  to  the  Spot 
to  which  it  was  to  be  carried. 

These  things  I  have  mentiond,  to  shew  that  I  had  no  scruples 
in  what  I  was  doing,  or  even  expected  the  least  molestation; 
however  upon  the  rec't  of  your  Letter  I  have  sent  directions 
to  the  overseer  of  my  Carpenters  to  cut  down  no  more  trees 
than  what  are  already  fallen  (these  to  Work  up)  and  to  keep 
an  exact  Acct.  (upon  Oath  if  required)  of  every  piece  of  Timber 
that  goes  of  of  the  Land  in  order  that  I  may  settle  the  matter 
somehow  or  other  with  you  when  I  see  you  which  I  hope  will 
be  very  soon  as  I  shall  press  Mr.  West  to  come  down  that  we 
may  ascertain  the  Bounds  of  all  our  Lands. 

It  gives  me  no  small  degree  of  concern,  that  this  matter  shoud 
be  brought  into  question.  I  have  been  askd  by  several  people 
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(from  what  I  suppose  Manley  had  said)  if  I  had  not  bought 
that  piece  of  Land  and  I  readily  acknowledged  that  I  had 
which  I  am  sure  I  shoud  not  have  done  if  I  had  entertained 
any  distrust  of  the  bargain  as  I  shoud  be  very  unwilling  that  any 
person  shoud  harbour  a  suspicion  of  my  telling  a  falsehood 
upon  this  or  any  other  occas.  I  therefore  hope  you  will  recon- 
sider this  matter  and  give  me  an  answer  favourable  to  what  I 
conceive  a  positive  agreement.  I  am,  etc.5 

*To  THOMAS  H.  MARSHALL 

March  16, 1770. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  favour  of  the  12th.,  I  have  only  to  say, 
that  I  am  equally  sorry  we  shoud  misapprehend  each  other's 
Intention's  concerning  the  agreement  we  entered  into  at  my 
House;  but  since  we  have  done  so,  in  respect  to  one  part  of  it, 
and  since  I  am  under  no  sort  of  apprehension  of  having  the 
mistake  rectified  by  giving  you  possession  of  any  part  of  Mr. 
Alexander's  Land  adjoining  you,  or  the  whole  if  required  next 
year  (unless  a  death  shoud  intervene  to  prevent  it)  I  shoud  be 
glad  to  know,  if,  in  the  meantime  you  will  suffer  me  to  go  on 
and  get  the  remainder  of  my  Mill  frame  in  the  place  I  was  cut- 
ting (there  wanting  but  little  to  compleat  the  Work  as  I  got  the 
chief  part  of  the  Scantling  for  it  last  Summer  from  my  own 
Land)  upon  conditions  of  my  paying  you  the  customary  price 
for  all  the  Timber  I  may  take  off  of  these  slipes  in  case  I  shoud 
not  have  it  in  my  power  to  put  you  in  Possession  of  as  much  of 
Mr.  Alexander's  Land  as  these  shall  measure,  at  the  determina- 
tion of  the  present  year  ? 

Mr.  Alexander  at  the  sametime  he  mentioned  to  me  what  he 
had  wrote  to  you,  and  the  conversation  that  passd  between  you 


0  The  editor  is  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  M.  Kauffmann,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  for  the 
text  of  this  letter. 
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and  his  Tenant  (tho  different  from  what  you  Inclosd) ;  also 
told  me,  that  by  some  Law,  or  custom  in  Maryland  relative  to 
Landlords  and  Tenants  that  if  the  Landlord  neglected  before 
some  certain  day  to  warn  of  the  Tenant  that  it  was  optional  in 
the  latter  to  obey  the  notice  afterwards  or  not  it  may  be  im- 
practacable  therefore  now,  for  him  to  give  you  possession  of 
any  part  of  the  Tenanted  Land,  till  the  expiration  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  but  there  can  be  no  doubts  of  his  doing  it  then;  and 
therefore,  as  these  slipes  of  Land  can  never  be  of  more  essential 
Service  to  me  than  at  this  time,  and  as  I  see  little,  indeed  no  dif- 
ference it  can  make  to  you  to  give  me  the  use  of  them  at  this 
time  or  8  or  nine  Months  hence.  I  shoud  be  very  glad  if  you 
coud  oblige  me  therein,  upon  the  conditions  above  mentioned 
especially,  as  it  will  be  only  doing  that  now  which  I  really 
thought  was  done  before. 

I  woud  be  much  obliged  to  you  also  for  a  Copy  of  the  Plat 
and  Courses  of  Mr.  Alexanders  Land  pointing  thereon  the 
piece  you  want  to  get  from  him. 

To  LORD  BOTETOURT 

Mount  Vernon,  April  15, 1770. 
My  Lord:  Being  fully  persuaded  of  your  Excellency's  incli- 
nation to  render  every  just  and  reasonable  service  to  the  people 
you  govern,  or  to  any  body  or  society  of  them,  that  shall  ask  it, 
and  being  encouraged  in  a  more  particular  manner  by  a  letter, 
which  I  have  just  received  from  Mr.  Blair  (clerk  of  the  Coun- 
cil), to  believe,  that  your  Lordship  is  desirous  of  being  fully 
informed  how  far  the  grant  of  land  solicited  by  Mr.  Walpole 
and  others6  will  afTect  the  interest  of  this  country  in  general,  or 

"The  Walpole  Grant,  into  which  had  merged  the  Ohio  Company  scheme,  had  for 
its  originators  Thomas  Walpole,  a  London  banker;  Benjamin  Franklin;  John  Sar- 
gent; and  Samuel  Wharton.  The  grant  of  land  petitioned  for  was  made  in  1772,  but 
the  Revolutionary  War  brought  the  scheme  to  naught. 
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individuals  in  particular,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  (being  pretty 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  frontiers  of  this 
dominion)  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  the  bounds  of  that 
grant,  if  obtained  upon  the  extensive  plan  prayed  for,  will 
comprehend  at  least  four  fifths  of  the  land,  for  which  this  gov- 
ernment hath  lately  voted  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  the  purchase  and  survey  of;  and  must  destroy  the  well 
grounded  hopes  of  those,  (if  no  reservation  is  made  in  their 
favor),  who  have  had  the  strongest  assurances,  which  govern- 
ment could  give,  of  en  j  oying  a  certain  portion  of  the  lands,  which 
have  cost  this  country  so  much  blood  and  treasure  to  secure. 

By  the  extracts,  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  to 
enclose,  I  perceive,  that  the  petitioners  require  to  begin  oppo- 
site to  the  mouth  of  Scioto,  which  is  as  least  seventy  or  seventy- 
five  miles  below  the  mouth  of  theBigKanhawa,  (and  more  than 
three  hundred  from  Pittsburg,)  and  to  extend  from  thence 
in  a  southwardly  direction  through  the  pass  of  the  Ouasioto 
Mountain,  which,  (by  Evan's  map,  and  the  best  accounts 
I  have  been  able  to  get  from  persons,  who  have  explored  that 
country,)  will  bring  them  near  the  latitude  of  North  Carolina. 
From  thence  they  go  northeastwardly  to  the  Kanhawa,  at  the 
juncture  of  New  River  and  Green  Briar,  upon  both  of  which 
waters  we  have  many  settlers  upon  lands  actually  patented. 
From  thence  they  proceed  up  the  Green  Briar  to  the  head  of  the 
northeasterly  branch  thereof,  thence  easterly  to  the  Allegany 
Mountains,  thence  along  these  mountains  to  the  line  of  Lord 
Fairfax,  and  thence  with  his  line,  and  the  lines  of  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania,  till  the  west  boundary  of  the  latter  intersects 
the  Ohio,  and  finally  down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

These,  my  Lord,  are  the  bounds  of  a  grant  prayed  for,  and, 
if  obtained,  will  give  a  fatal  blow,  in  my  humble  opinion,  to 
the  interests  of  this  country.  But  these  are  my  sentiments  as  a 
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member  of  the  community  at  large;  but  I  now  beg  leave  to 
ofTer  myself  to  your  Excellency's  notice,  in  a  more  interested 
point  of  view,  as  an  individual,  and  as  a  person,  who  considers 
himself  in  some  degree  the  representative  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  claim  a  right  to  two  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
this  very  land,  under  a  solemn  act  of  government,  adopted  at  a 
very  important  and  critical  period  to  his  Majesty's  affairs  in 
this  part  of  the  world;  and  shall,  therefore,  rely  on  your  Lord- 
ship's accustomed  goodness  and  candor,  whilst  I  add  a  few 
words  in  support  of  the  equity  of  our  pretensions,  although,  in 
truth,  I  have  very  little  to  say  on  this  subject  now,  which  I  have 
not  taken  the  liberty  of  observing  to  your  Excellency  before. 

The  first  letter  I  ever  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  your 
Excellency  on  the  subject  of  this  land,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave 
to  refer,  contained  a  kind  of  historical  account  of  our  claim; 
but  as  there  requires  nothing  more  to  elucidate  a  right,  than  to 
offer  a  candid  exhibition  of  the  case,  supported  by  facts,  I  shall 
beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  an  order  of  Council,  of  the 
18th  of  February,  1754,  and  to  Governor  Dinwiddie's  procla- 
mation, which  issued  consequent  thereupon,  both  of  which  are 
enclosed;  and  then  add,  that  these  troops  not  only  enlisted 
agreeably  to  the  proclamation,  but  behaved  so  much  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  country,  as  to  be  honored  with  the  most 
public  acknowledgments  of  it  in  their  legislative  capacity. 
Would  it  not  be  hard,  then,  my  Lord,  to  deprive  men  under 
these  circumstances,  (or  their  representatives,)  of  the  just  re- 
ward of  their  toils?  Was  not  this  act  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  offered  to,  and  accepted  by  the  soldiery,  as  an  absolute 
compact  between  them  ?  And  though  the  exigency  of  affairs, 
or  the  policy  of  government,  made  it  necessary  to  continue 
these  lands  in  a  dormant  state  for  some  time,  ought  not  their 
claim  to  be  considered,  when  the  causes  cease,  in  preference  to 
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all  others  ?  We  fain  would  hope  so.  We  flatter  ourselves,  that 
in  this  point  of  view  it  will  also  appear  to  your  Lordship,  and 
that,  by  your  kind  interposition,  and  favorable  representation 
of  the  case,  his  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  confirm 
this  land  to  us,  agreeably  to  a  petition  presented  to  your  Excel- 
lency in  Council  the  15th  of  last  December ;  with  this  difference 
only,  that,  instead  of  Sandy  Creek  (one  of  the  places  allotted 
for  the  location  of  our  grant,  and  which  we  now  certainly 
know  will  not  be  comprehended  within  the  ministerial  line, 
as  it  is  called),  we  may  be  allowed  to  lay  a  part  of  our  grant 
between  the  west  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  river 
Ohio,  which  will  be  expressly  agreeable  to  the  words  of  Gov- 
ernor Dinwiddie's  proclamation,  inasmuch  as  it  is  contiguous 
to  the  Forks  of  Monongahela.  This  favor,  my  Lord,  would  be 
conferring  a  singular  obligation  on  men,  most  of  whom,  either 
in  their  persons  or  fortunes,  have  suffered  in  the  cause  of  their 
country;  few  of  them  benefitted  by  the  service;  and  it  cannot 
fail  to  receive  the  thanks  of  a  grateful  body  of  men,  but  of  none 
more  warmly  than  of  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant.7 

To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  May  13,  1770. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  9th  came  to  hand  last  night,  but  I  do 
not  think  myself  prepared  at  this  time  to  give  any  conclusive 
answer  to  the  question  you  propounded,  respecting  Mr.  Custis's 
travelling  to  perfect  his  Education. 

It  is  a  matter  of  very  great  consequence  and  well  deserving 
of  the  most  serious  consideration,  especially  [by]  one  who 


See  Washington's  letter  to  Lord  Botetourt,  Oct.  5,  1770,  post. 
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stands  in  the  degree  of  affinity  to  him  that  I  do.  A  natural 
parent  has  only  two  things  principally  to  consider,  the  im- 
provement of  his  son,  and  the  finances  to  do  it  with :  if  he  fails 
in  the  first  (not  through  his  own  neglect)  he  laments  it  as  a 
misfortune;  if  exceeded  in  the  Second,  he  endeavors  to  correct 
it  as  an  abuse  unaccountable  to  any,  and  regardless  of  what  the 
world  may  say,  who  do  not,  cannot  suspect  him  of  acting  upon 
any  other  motive  than  the  good  of  the  party;  he  is  to  satisfy 
himself  only.  But  this  is  not  the  case  with  respect  to  guardians : 
they  are  not  only  to  be  actuated  by  the  same  motives  which 
govern  in  the  other  case,  but  are  to  consider  in  what  light  their 
conduct  may  be  viewed  by  those  whom  the  constitution  hath 
placed  as  a  controulling  power  over  them;  because  a  faupas 
committed  by  them  often  incurs  the  severest  censure,  and  some- 
times punishment;  when  the  intention  maybe  strictly  laudable. 
Thus  much,  Sir,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  saying  to  shew 
you  in  what  light  I  consider  myself,  (generally)  as  the  guard- 
ian of  this  youth.  But  before  I  could  adopt  the  measure  finally 
upon  the  extensive  plan  you  seem  to  propose,  and  give  a  defin- 
itive answer,  it  would  be  incumbent  on  me  (as  the  person 
who  is  to  account  for  his  worldly  concerns,  as  well  as  personal 
accomplishments,)  to  have  some  regular  System  proposed; 
that  it  may  be  seen  at  one  view  how  the  expence  and  his  income 
are  proportioned  to  each  other;  for  tho'  I  am  far,  very  far,  from 
harboring  any  distrust  of  your  being  influenced  by  any  sinister 
views,  or  that  you  would  be  unreasonable  in  your  expectations 
as  his  governor,  yet  some  plan  should  be  pointed  out,  some 
estimate  formed,  by  which  I  am  to  be  guided ;  otherwise  were 
I  hastily  to  determine  that  a  year  or  two  hence  (or  as  his  educa- 
tion and  judgment  ripened)  he  was  to  travel,  and  when  that 
period  arrived  it  was  found  to  be  upon  a  plan  too  enlarged  for 
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his  fortune  and  a  stop  thereby  put  to  it,  it  might  be  a  disap- 
pointment to  you  which  I  should  be  sorry  for,  as  I  make  it  a 
point,  at  least  endeavor  to  do  so,  not  to  deceive  any  one. 

From  what  I  have  said,  you  may  possibly  conceive  that  I  am 
averse  to  his  travelling,  for  the  completion  of  his  education; 
but  be  assured,  Sir,  I  am  not;  there  is  nothing,  in  my  opinion 
more  desirable  to  form  the  manners  and  encrease  the  knowl- 
edge of  observant  youth  than  such  a  plan  as  you  have  sketched 
out;  and  I  beg  of  you  to  believe,  that  there  is  no  gentleman 
under  whose  care  Mrs.  Washington  and  myself  would  so  soon 
entrust  Mr.  Custis  as  yourself  (after  he  is  sufficiently  instructed 
in  classical  knowledge  here).  It  may  be  depended  on  there- 
fore, that  the  gratification  of  this  passion  in  him,  will  never 
meet  with  any  interruption  from  me,  and  I  think  I  may  ven- 
ture to  add,  from  his  mother,  provided  he  is  disposed  to  set  out 
upon  such  a  plan  of  improvement  as  your  good  sense  is  capable 
of  dictating  to  him;  and  provided  also  that  you  will  undertake 
to  accompany  and  guide  him  in  the  pursuit  of  it.  Add  to  this, 
that  he  will  be  content  with  such  an  allowance  as  his  income 
can  aflford;  for  here  it  is  also  necessary  to  observe,  that  tho'  he  is 
possessed  of  what  is  called  a  good  estate,  it  is  not  a  profitable 
one.  His  Lands  are  poor,  consequently  the  crops  short;  and 
tho'  he  has  a  number  of  slaves,  slaves  in  such  cases  only  add  to 
the  Expence.  About  60,  and  from  that  to  80  Hogsheads  of  To- 
bacco, is  as  much  as  he  generally  makes  of  a  year;  and  if  this  is 
cleared,  it  is  as  much  as  can  be  expected  considering  the  num- 
ber of  people  he  has  to  cloath  and  the  many  incident  charges 
attending  such  an  estate. 

This,  Sir,  is  all  the  answer  I  am  capable  of  giving  you  at  pres- 
ent, if  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  be  more  explicit  on  this  sub- 
ject in  another  letter.  I  will  not  only  think  of  the  matter  with 
the  best  attention  to  it  I  am  Master  of,  but  advise  with  some  of 
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his,  and  my  friends,  whilst  I  am  in  Williamsburg,  as  a  justifica- 
tion of  my  conduct  therein.  And  as  to  his  being  innoculated 
for  the  Small  Pox  previous  to  such  an  Event,  the  propriety  of 
it  is  so  striking,  that  it  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt.  In  truth  my 
opinion  of  this  is  that  it  ought  to  happen  whether  he  travels  or 
not,  as  this  disorder  will  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  be  scarce 
ever  out  of  his  own  country.8 

*To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Williamsburg,  June  2,  1770. 
Revd.  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  21st.  Ulto.  containing  very 
judicious  remarks  on  the  advantages  of  Travelling  (to  youth 
who  have  a  turn  to  Improvement)  served  to  convince  me  of 
the  utility  of  the  measure,  but  when  I  came  to  converse  with 
sev'l  Gentlemen  who  have  had  some  experience  of  the  expence, 
and  of  whose  judgments  I  entertained  a  better  opinion  of  than 
my  own,  I  find  myself  embarrassed;  Not  because  I  have  met 
with  any,  who  think  the  measure  a  bad  one,  or  who  disapprove 
of  your  Plan;  but  on  Acct.  of  the  expence:  being  assured,  that 
not  less  than  fifteen  or  ^1600  pr.  Ann  (as  he  Jacky  woud  set 
out  with  a  charge  of  ^500)  woud  be  sufficient  to  defray  his 
expences;  which  Sum,  as  it  woud  exceed  his  Income,  and  conse- 
quently break  in  upon  the  Capitol,  might  be  deemd  Imprudent 
in  me  to  allow;  Without  the  Sanction  of  the  Court:  who  are 
the  constitutional  Guardians  of  Orphans,  and  before  whom, 
all  Accts.  of  this  Nature  are  to  be  passd.  These  opinion's  corri- 
sponding  so  exactly  with  the  doubts  I  expressed  to  you  in  a 
former  Letter,  obliges  me  to  add,  that  I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  give  you  a  definitive  answer  on  this  head,  at 
this  time.  But  be  assured,  that  if  it  can  be  accomplishd  in 

8  The  text  is  from  Ford,  who  does  not  give  his  source. 
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such  a  manner  as  to  exculpate  me,  and  without  too  great  a 
load  of  expense,  it  will  always  meet  with  my  ready  and  hearty 
concurrence.  en.  y.  p.  l.  ] 

NON-IMPORTATION  AGREEMENT 

[June  22, 1770.] 
*  The  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Fairfax  in  the 
Colony  of  Virginia,  having  duly  considered  the  above  Agree- 
ment and  Association  and  being  well  convinced  of  the  Utility  and 
real  necessity  of  the  Measures  therein  recommended  to  the  Pub- 
lick  attention  (at  this  alarming  and  critical  juncture),  do  sin- 
cerely and  cordially  accede  thereto;  And  do  hereby  voluntarily 
and  faithfully  each  and  every  Person  for  himself  upon  his  Word 
and  honour  Agree  and  promise  that  he  will  strictly  and  firmly 
adhere  to  and  abide  by  every  Article  and  Resolution  therein 
contained  according  to  the  true  Intent  and  meaning  thereof.9 

To  GEORGE  WILLIAM  FAIRFAX 

Mount  Vernon,  June  27, 1770. 
Dear  Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  some  Letters  which  I 
brought  from  Williamsburg;  which  place  I  left  on  Saturday  in 
the  afternoon.  The  Assembly  was  not  then  up;  a  few  bills  re- 
mained unfinished  which  would  oblige  the  House  to  sit  again 
this  week;  little  business  of  a  public  nature  has  been  transacted; 
private  bills  have  engrossed  the  time  of  the  House  almost 
wholely  since  the  first  meeting  of  it. 


9  This  addition,  in  Washington's  handwriting,  is  entered  on  the  half  dozen  non- 
importation agreements  entered  into  by  the  burgesses  and  merchants  of  Williamsburg, 
Va.,  June  22, 1770,  printed  copies  of  which  Washington  circulated  throughout  Fairfax 
County  to  obtain  signatures  thereto.  The  surviving  copies,  in  the  Washington  Papers, 
bear  different  signatures.  Washington  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Fairfax  County 
in  1770.    (See  Virginia,  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  vol.  1,  p.  263.) 
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A  new  Association  is  formed,  much  upon  the  old  plan,  but 
more  relaxed,  to  which  the  merchants  then  in  town  acceded. 
Committees  in  each  County  are  to  be  chosen  to  attend  to  the 
importations  and  see  if  our  agreements  cannot  be  more  strictly 
adhered  to.  There  was  nothing  new  when  I  left  Williamsburg. 
Yours  and  Mrs.  Fairfax's  friends  were  well,  as  I  suppose  your 
letters  advise.  I  had  many  compliments  to  you  all  (Colonel 
Fairfax  included)  which  as  I  am  but  a  poor  hand  at  delivering 
specially,  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  having  them  received  in  a  lump. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  favor  of  getting  stone 
from  your  quarries.  I  understand  it  has  assisted  me  much,  as  it 
is  got  at  much  easier  than  with  me.  My  compliments,  in  which 
Mrs.  Washington,  &c.  joins,  are  tendered,  and  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  how  you  all  do.  After  a  little  rest  and  enquiry  into  the 
state  of  my  business,  I  will  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you 
at  Belvoir,  and  paying  my  respects  to  Sir  Thomas.  I  am  &c.10 

*To  THOMAS  JOHNSON 

Virginia,  July  20, 1770. 

Sir:  I  was  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  18th.  of  June 
about  the  last  of  that  Month  and  read  it  with  all  the  attention 
I  was  capable  of  but  having  been  closely  engaged  with  my  Hay 
and  Wheat  Harvests  from  that  time  till  now  I  have  not  been 
able  to  enquire  into  the  Sentiments  of  any  of  the  Gentlemen  of 
this  side  in  respect  to  the  Scheme  of  opening  the  Inland  Navi- 
gation of  Potomack  by  private  Subscription;  in  the  manner 
you  have  proposed,  and  therefore,  any  opinion  which  I  may 
now  offer  on  this  head  will  be  considered  I  hope  as  the  result  of 
my  own  private  thinking,  not  of  the  Publick. 

That  no  person  more  intimately  concernd  in  this  Event 
wishes  to  see  an  undertaking  of  the  sort  go  forward  with  more 

10  The  text  is  from  Ford,  who  received  it  from  Mrs.  Burton  N.  Harrison. 
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facility  and  ardour  than  I  do,  I  can  truely  assure  you;  and  will 
at  all  times,  give  any  assistance  in  my  power  to  promote  the 
design;  but  I  leave  you  to  judge  from  the  Tryal,  which  before 
this  you  undoubtedly  have  made;  how  few  there  are  (not  im- 
mediately benefited  by  it)  that  will  contribute  any  thing  worth 
while  to  the  Work;  and  how  many  small  sums  are  requisite  to 
raise  a  large  one. 

Upon  your  Plan  of  raising  money,  it  appears  to  me  that  there 
will  be  found  but  two  kinds  of  People  who  will  subscribe  much 
towards  it.  Those  who  are  actuated  by  motives  of  Publick 
spirit;  and  those  again,  who  from  their  proximity  to  the  Navi- 
gation will  reap  the  salutary  effects  of  it  clearing  the  River. 
The  number  of  the  latter,  you  must  be  a  competent  judge  of; 
those  of  the  former,  is  more  difficult  to  ascertain ;  for  w'ch  rea- 
son I  own  to  you,  that  I  am  not  without  my  doubts  of  your 
Schemes  falling  through,  however  sanguine  your  first  hopes 
may  be  from  the  rapidity  of  Subscribers ;  for  it  is  to  be  supposed, 
that  your  Subscription  Papers  (will  probably)  be  opend  among 
those  whose  Interests  must  naturally  Incline  them  to  wish  well 
to  the  undertaking  and  consequently  will  aid  it;  but  when  you 
come  to  shift  the  Scene  a  little  and  apply  to  those  who  are  un- 
connected with  the  River  and  the  advantages  of  its  Navigation 
how  slowly  will  you  advance  ? 

This  Sir,  is  my  Sentiment,  generally,  upon  your  Plan  of  ob- 
taining Subscriptions  for  extending  the  Navigation  of  Poto- 
mack;  whereas  I  conceive,  that  if  the  Subscribers  were  vested 
by  the  two  Legislatures  with  a  kind  of  property  in  the  Naviga- 
tion, under  certain  restrictions  and  limitations,  and  to  be  reim- 
bursd  their  first  advances  with  a  high  Interest  thereon  by  a 
certain  easy  Tolls  on  all  Craft  proportionate  to  their  respective 
Burthen's,  in  the  manner  that  I  am  told  works  of  this  sort  are 
effected  in  the  Inland  parts  of  England  or,  upon  the  Plan  of 
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Turnpike  Roads;  you  woud  add  thereby  a  third  set  of  Men 
to  the  two  I  have  mentioned  and  gain  considerable  strength 
by  it:  I  mean  the  monied  Gentry;  who  tempted  by  lucreative 
views  woud  advance  largely  on  Acct.  of  the  high  Interest.  This 
I  am  Inclind  to  think  is  the  only  method  by  which  this  desir- 
able work  will  ever  be  accomplished  in  the  manner  it  ought 
to  be;  for  as  to  its  becoming  an  object  of  Publick  Expence  I 
never  expect  to  see  it.  Our  Interests  (in  Virginia  at  least)  are 
too  much  divided.  Our  Views  too  confind,  if  our  Finances 
were  better,  to  suffer  that,  which  appears  to  rebound  to  the 
advantage  of  a  part  of  the  Community  only,  to  become  a  Tax 
upon  the  whole,  tho'  in  the  Instance  before  Us  there  is  the 
strongest  speculative  Proof  in  the  World  of  the  immense  ad- 
vantages which  Virginia  and  Maryland  might  derive  (and  at 
a  very  small  comparitive  Expence)  by  making  Potomack  the 
Channel  of  Commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  that  im- 
mense Territory  Tract  of  Country  which  is  unfolding  to  our 
view  the  advantages  of  which  are  too  great,  and  too  obvious  I 
shoud  think  to  become  the  Subject  of  serious  debate  but  which 
thro  ill  tim'd  Parsimony  and  supiness  may  be  wrested  from  us 
and  conducted  thro  other  Channels  such  as  the  Susquehanna 
(which  I  have  seen  recommended  by  some  writers)  the  Lakes 
&ca.;  how  difficult  it  will  be  to  divert  it  afterwards,  time  only 
can  show.  Thus  far  Sir  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  communi- 
cating my  Sentiments  on  the  different  modes  of  establishing 
a  fund  but  if  from  the  efforts  you  have  already  made  on  the 
North  side  of  Potomack  it  shoud  be  found  that  my  fears  are 
rather  imaginary  than  real  (as  I  heartily  wish  they  may  prove) . 
I  have  no  doubts  but  the  same  spirit  may  be  stird  up  on  the 
South  side  if  Gentlemen  of  Influence  in  the  Counties  of  Hamp- 
shire, Frederick,  Loudoun  and  Fairfax  will  heartily  engage  in 
it  and  receive  occasional  Sums  receivd  from  those  who  may 
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wish  to  see  a  work  of  this  sort  undertaken,  altho  they  expect 
no  benefit  to  themselves  from  it. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  you  propose  to  execute  the  Work, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  Inconvenience  which  you  seem  to  appre- 
hend from  Locks  I  prefess  myself  to  be  a  very  incompetent 
judge  of  it.  It  is  a  general  receivd  opinion  I  know,  that  by  re- 
ducing one  Fall  you  too  frequently  create  many;  but  how  far 
this  Inconvenience  is  to  be  avoided  by  the  method  you  speak  of, 
those  who  have  examind  the  Rifts,  the  depth  of  Water  above, 
&ca.  must  be  infinitely  the  best  qualified  to  determine.  But  I 
am  inclind  to  think  that,  if  you  were  to  exhibit  your  Scheme 
to  the  Publick  upon  a  more  extensive  Plan  than  the  one  now 
Printed,  it  woud  meet  with  a  more  general  approbation;  for  so 
long  as  it  is  considered  as  a  partial  Scheme  so  long  will  it  be 
partially  attended  to,  whereas,  if  it  was  recommended  to  Pub- 
lick  Notice  upon  a  more  enlargd  Plan,  and  as  a  means  of 
becoming  the  Channel  of  conveyance  of  the  extensive  and  val- 
uable Trade  of  a  rising  Empire,  and  the  operations  to  begin  at 
the  lower  landings  (above  the  Great  Falls)  and  to  extend  up- 
wards as  high  as  Fort  Cumberland;  or  as  far  as  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  woud  carry  them;  from  whence  the  Portage  to 
the  Waters  of  Ohio  must  commence;  I  think  many  woud  be 
invited  to  contribute  their  mite,  that  otherwise  will  not.  It 
may  be  said  the  expence  of  doing  this  will  be  considerably  aug- 
mented; I  readily  grant  it,  but  believe  that  the  Subscribers  will 
increase  in  proportion;  at  any  rate  I  think  that  there  will  be  at 
least  an  equal  Sum  raised  by  this  means  that  the  end  of  your 
plan  will  be  as  effectually  answered  by  it. 

Your  obliging  offer  in  respect  to  Miss  Custis  we  chearfully 
embrace,  and  Mrs.  Washington  woud  think  herself  much  fa- 
vourd  in  receiving  those  Semples  and  direction's  for  the  use  of 
them,  which  your  Brother  Adminsters  for  Fitts.  Miss  Custis's 
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Complaint  has  been  of  two  years  standing,  and  rather  Increases 
than  abates.  Mr.  Boucher  will  do  us  the  favour  of  forwarding 
the  Medicine  so  soon  as  you  can  procure  and  commit  them  to 
his  charge  which  it  is  hopd  will  be  as  soon  as  possible. 

[U.C.L.] 

To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  July  30, 1770. 

Dr.  Sir:  The  Books  you  wrote  for  I  hope  you  will  receive 
in  good  order  by  Joe,  as  I  desired  Lund  Washington  to  pack 
them  up  carefully  &  see  them  put  into  the  portmanteau.  No 
thread  came  from  Mr.  Addison's  nor  any  from  Mr.Digges,11  to 
which  place  I  sent,  thinking  it  might  be  arrived  there  along 
with  Jack's  keys.  We  could  easily  have  carried  down,  &  most 
certainly  should  have  done  so,  if  it  had  ever  got  this  length. 

That  there  should  be  a  dissatisfaction  &  murmuring  at  the 
Virginia  Association  (by  those  who  are  more  strictly  bound)  I 
do  not  much  wonder  at,  but  it  was  the  best  that  the  friends  to 
the  cause  coud  obtain  here,  &  tho'  too  much  relaxed  from  the 
spirit  with  which  a  measure  of  this  sort  ought  to  be  conducted, 
yet  will  be  attended  with  better  effects  (I  expect)  than  the  last, 
inasmuch  as  it  will  become  general,  &  adopted  by  the  trade. 
Upon  the  whole  I  think  the  people  of  Virginia  have  too  large 
latitude  &  wish  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  North  may  not 
have  too  little.  What  I  woud  be  understood  by  it  is,  that  their 
Public  Virtue  may  not  be  put  to  too  severe  a  Tryal  to  stand 
the  Test  much  longer  if  their  Importations  are  not  equal  to  the 
Real  Necessities  of  the  People,  whether  it  is  or  is  not  I  cannot 
undertake  to  judge,  but  suppose  they  are  not,  by  the  defection 
of  New  York  &  attempts  (tho'  unsuccessful  as  yet)  in  other 
places  to  admit  a  general  Importation  of  goods,  Tea  only 

11  William  Digges,  of  Warburton,  Md. 
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excepted. — As  soon  as  you  are  able  to  get  the  Semples  from  Mr. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Washington  will  be  much  obliged  in  having  Joe 
sent  with  them.  We  set  out  this  day  for  Fredericksburg.  I  ex- 
pect to  be  back  about  the  9th  or  10th  of  next  month.  My  love 
attends  Jack.  I  am  etc.12 

To  JOHN  CARLYLE 

Mount  Vernon,  August  15, 1770. 

Dear  Sir:  I  laid  your  letter  of  the  26th.  Ulto.  (to  me)  before 
the  Officers  who  met  at  Fredericksburg  the  first  Inst.;  but  as 
they  were  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  your  pretensions  to 
a  share  of  the  200,000  acres  of  Land  granted  in  1754  they  did 
not  choose  to  saddle  you  with  any  part  of  the  expence,  not  con- 
ceiving that  your  commission  as  Commissary  (if  it  is  under 
that  you  claim)  entitles  you  to  any  part  of  the  Land  which  was 
offered  to  the  Soldiery  as  an  Encouragement  to  embark  readily 
in  the  Service  they  were  to  engage  in,  must  necessarily  be  ex- 
posed to  hardships  and  Dangers. 

This  piece  of  information  I  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to 
give  you ;  at  the  same  time  I  shall  add  that  I  am  ready  to  receive 
any,  and  every  claim,  that  shall  be  offered,  and  will  faithfully 
lay  them  before  the  Governor  and  Council  to  whom  it  belongs 
to  judge  of  the  Right  from  the  reasons  which  may  be  offered 
pro  and  con.  I  am  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

INVOICE13 

August  20, 1770. 

If  the  Act  of  Parliament  Imposing  a  Duty  upon  Tea,  Paper, 
&ca.  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  Revenue  in  America  shoud  be 
Totally  repeald  before  the  above  Goods  are  Shipd  Robt.  Cary 

^The  text  is  from  Ford,  who  received  it  from  Miss  Margaretta  Hartley,  of  Car- 
lisle, Pa. 

"This  and  the  invoice  following  were  provisional  orders,  to  be  filled  only  if  the 
Townshend  Acts  were  repealed.  They  are  preceded  by  rather  limited  orders  for 
supplies  of  the  usual  annual  character. 
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Esqr.  &  Co.  are  desired  to  send  the  following  Articles  and 
charge  them  as  above.  [To  Miss.  Custis] 

A  Sacque  and  Coat  of  handsome  Summer  Silk 

(pr.  Mease.)  not  to  excd.  £$ 
A  Night  gown  of  handsome  Silk  not  to  exceed  ^4 
A  White  Sattin  Cloak  and  Bonnett 
A  White  Sattin  Quilted  Coat  a  ^3 
3  fashe.  Stomachers  and  Sleeve  Knotts 
2  pr.  fashe.  Sattin  Shoes  pr.  Measure 
A  handse.  Suit  of  Brussels  Lace  for  a  young 

Lady  to  Cost  ^15 
2  ps.  of  fine  Inda.  Chinee  and  a  Pattn.  for  a 

Petticoat  to  Do. 
Half  a  piece  of  fine  Ell  wide  Jackenot  Muslin  at  8/  pr.  yd. 
2  pr.  of  White  Silk  Stockings 
2  ps.  of  fashe.  3d.  Ribbon 
2ps.       Do.   6d.    Do. 

2  fans  a  2/6  each. 

3  pr.  White  Kid  Gloves 
3pr.    Do.  Do.  Mitts 

3  pr.  Cold,  kid  Gloves  (red  and  purple) 

3pr.  Do.   Mitts.  Do.  Do. 

A  Complt.  Sett  of  Paste  Necklace,  Earings; 

Sprig;  and  hair  Combs,  together  with  Pins,  and 

Buttons  for  the  Stomacher,  a  £25 
A  pair  of  Paste  Shoe  Buckles  to  Suit  Do. 
A  Garnet  Comb  for  the  Hair  to  be  bought  of  Benja.  Gurdon 

&  Son  to  Suit  a  sett  of  Necklace  and  Earings  sent  by 

them  in  Septr.  1768. 
A  Handsome  Gold  Watch,  Capd.  and  Jeweld,  with  a  handsome 

gold  Chase  Case.  A  Gold  Chain,  and  Trinkets  compleat 

for  Ditto.  Also  a  Green  Cha  [sic]  green  Case  and  Locket 

with  the  Inclosd  hair  in  it. 

INVOICE 

August  20, 1770. 

If  the  Act  imposing  a  Duty  upon  the  Tea,  Paper  &ca.  shoud 
be  totally  repeald  before  the  above  Goods  are  Shipd  Robt.  Cary 
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Esqr.  &  Co.  are  desird  to  send  the  following  Articles  as  directed 
above,  to  wit.  [To  John  Parke  Custis] 

A  Super  fine  brd.  Cloth  with  Trimgs.  &ca. 

in  lieu  of  the  above  a  8/  pr.  yd. 
12  pr.  Men's  sml.  Spun  Silk  Hose  one  half 

of  them  to  be  ribd. 
4  pr.  fine  white  Silk    Do 
i  Knitt  Silk  Pattern  for  a  pr.  of  Breechs. 

with  Buttns.  Garters,  Twist  &ca.  black 
io  yds.  finest  black  Everlastg.  for  Brees. 

with  Buttns.  Gartrs.,  Twist,  and  Silk  for  Do. 

2  handse.  Pattn.  of  Silk  Waist  etc.  for  Summr.  Wear. 
As  much  fine  Cassimore  as  will  make  a  Suit  of  Cloaths; 

With  Buttons  and  every  thing  compleat 
A  fashl.  Hatt.  3  pr.  Cold.  Kid  Do 

3  pr.  Wht.  Gloves  Kid  2  pr.  Buck  Do  middle  size 
A  Locket  with  the  Inclosd  hair  in  it. 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARETH14 

Fairfax  County,  Virginia,  September  20, 1770. 

Sir:  Your  Letter  of  the  1st.  of  May  1769  Inclosing  the  Pede- 
gree  of  Dulcibella  Stott  came  to  the  Exrs.of  the  late  Colo.Thos. 
Colvill  about  1st.  of  Deer,  last  as  your  other  Letter  of  the  25th.  of 
May  in  the  present  year  did  to  my  hands  about  a  Month  ago. 

I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  give  you,  or  the  poor 
Woman  you  seem  so  anxious  to  serve,  a  more  favourable  Acct. 
of  the  Surplus  money  of  our  Testatory  Estate  than  I  am  now 
able  to  do.  The  Settlement  of  this  Estate  has  been  greatly  re- 
tarded by  an  unhappy  Sale  made  by  Colo.  Thomas  Colvil  as 
Executor  of  his  Brothr.  Jno.  Colvil  of  a  Tract  of  Land  belonging 
to  the  latter  for  the  Sum  of  between  two  and  three  thousand 
pounds  Sterlg.  out  of  which  as  a  principal  Creditor  he  himself 
(that  is  Thos.  Colvil)  was  to  receive  a  large  part  of  the  Money. 

14  Of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  England. 


1770]  COLVILL  ESTATE  25 

This  Land  was  sold  to  a  Person  neither  very  able,  nor  willing 
to  pay  for  it;  Bonds  pass'd  but  no  Conveyance  of  it  made  in  the 
life  time  of  Colo.  Thomas  Colvil  and  ever  since  his  death  we 
have  been  plagued  with  the  letigeous  person  with  whom  the 
Contract  was  made.  It  is  still  unsettled,  nor  can  I  say  when  it 
will  be  finally  adjusted;  for  want  of  which  we  are  unable  to 
discharge  many  of  the  Legatees  and  consequently  cannot  as- 
certain the  Surplusage  which  is  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
residuary  Claimants  tho'  something  there  will  be  (but  how 
much  I  really  cannot  say  as  I  have  had  but  little  share  in  the 
Executorship  of  this  Estate)  and  which  it  will  be  incumbent 
on  us  I  believe  either  to  lodge  in  the  hands  of  the  Chancellor, 
or  in  some  Publick  office  in  New  Castle  that  the  Person's  claim- 
ing under  the  names  of  Stott,  Wills  Richardson  and  Smith  may 
ascertain  the  Identity  of  their  Person's  if  living,  or  their  leneage 
if  Dead;  for  we  find  it  will  be  almost  impossible  for  us  to  do  it 
in  an  Epistolary  way  under  a  Seven  years  Corrispondance;  so 
numerous,  and  confused  are  many  of  the  Claims  which  are  put 
in  for  a  share  of  this  Estate  under  the  respective  names  above 
mentioned.  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

To  CAPTAIN  LAWRENCE  SANFORD 

Mount  Vernon,  September  29, 1770. 

Sir:  In  return  for  the  Herrings,  (which  will  be  shiped  as  a 

joint  Stock  by  Mr.  Campbell15  and  myself)  you  will  please  to 

bring  me  the  following  Articles,  Vizt. 

1  Hogshead  of  good  rum 

1  Barrel  of  good  Spirits 

200  lb.  of  Coffee 

100  lb.  of  best  single  refined  Sugar 

100  lb.  of   "    dble       Do       do 

100  or  200  Oranges  if  to  be  had  good. 

15  Matthew  Campbell,  of  Alexandria,  Va. 
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The  balance  of  my  half  of  the  sales  of  the  herrings  you  will 
please  to  bring  me  in  Cash,  and  of  such  kinds  as  will  pass  here 
without  loss.  I  wish  you  a  pleasant  and  prosperous  Voyage, 
and  safe  return  to  your  Owners  and  Friends.  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

*To  LORD  BOTETOURT 

Mount  Vernon,  October  5, 1770. 

My  Lord:  Being  fully  convincd  of  your  Lordship's  Inclina- 
tion to  render  every  just  and  reasonable  Service  to  the  People 
You  Govern,  and  to  any  Society  or  body  of  them  that  shall  ask 
it;  and  being  in  a  more  particular  manner  encouragd  by  a  Let- 
ter which  I  have  just  received  from  Mr.  Blair  (Clerk  of  the 
Council)  to  believe,  that  your  Excellency  is  desirous  of  know- 
ing how  far  the  Grant  of  Land  sollicited  by  Mr.  Walpole  and 
others,  will  affect  the  Interest  of  this  Country  in  general,  or 
any  set  of  Men  in  particular,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  (being 
tolerably  well  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  Frontiers 
of  this  dominion)  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  the  bounds  of 
that  Grant,  if  obtaind  upon  the  extensive  Plan  prayd  for,  will 
comprehend  at  least  four  fifths  of  the  Land  for  which  this  Col- 
ony hath  lately  voted  ,£2500  Sterling,  for  the  purchase  and  sur- 
vey of;  and  must  destroy  the  well  grounded  hopes  of  those 
if  no  reservation  is  made  in  their  favour  who  have  had  the 
strongest  assurances  which  Government  could  give  them,  of 
enjoying  some  of  those  Lands,  the  securing  of  which  hath  cost 
this  Country  much  Blood  and  treasure. 

By  the  Extracts  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honour  to 
Inclose,  I  perceive,  that  the  Petitioners  require  to  begin  on  the 
South  side  of  the  Ohio,  opposite  to  the  Mouth  of  Scioto  which 
is  at  least  70  or  75  Miles  below  the  Mouth  of  the  Great  Kan- 
hawa,  (the  place  to  which  the  Ministerial  Line  (as  it  is  called) 
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from  Holsteins  River  is  to  Run,  and  more  than  300  from  Pitts- 
burg), and  to  extend  from  thence  in  a  Southerly  direction 
through  the  Pass  of  the  Ouasioto  Mountain;  which  by  Evans's 
Map,  the  best  Drafts  of  that  Country  I  have  ever  yet  seen,  and 
all  the  enquiries  I  have  been  able  to  make  from  Persons  who 
have  explord  those  Wilds,  will  bring  them  near  the  latitude  of 
North  Carolina. — From  hence  they  go  Northeasterly  to  the 
Fork  of  the  Great  Kanhawa  (made  by  the  Junction  of  Green 
Briar,  and  New  River)  on  both  of  which  waters  we  have  many 
Settlers  on  Lands  actually  Patented) — from  hence  they  pro- 
ceed up  Green  Briar  to  the  head  of  the  Northeasterly  Branch 
thereof ;  thence  Easterly  to  the  Aligany  Mountains ;  thence  along 
those  Mountains  to  the  Line  of  the  Lord  Fairfax;  thence  with 
his  Line,  and  the  Lines  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  till  the 
western  boundary  of  the  Latter  shall  strike  the  Ohio,  thence 
with  the  same  to  the  place  of  Beginning. 

These,  My  Lord,  are  the  Bounds  of  a  Grant  under  Consider- 
ation, and  if  obtained  will  in  my  humble  opinion,  give  a  fatal 
blow  to  the  Interests  of  this  Country;  but  this  I  have  presumd 
to  say  as  the  sum  of  my  thoughts,  as  a  member  of  the  Commu- 
nity at  large. 

I  shall  beg  leave  now  to  offer  myself  to  your  Excellency's  No- 
tice as  an  Individual;  in  a  more  Interested  point  of  view,  and  at 
the  sametime  as  a  person,  who  considers  himself  in  some  de- 
gree the  Representative  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  who  claim 
a  Right  to  200,000  Acres  of  this  very  Land  (petitioned  for  by 
Mr.  Walpole  and  others)  under  a  solemn  Act  of  Government, 
adopted  at  a  very  alarming  and  important  crisis  to  his  Majesty's 
Affairs  in  America;  to  approach  your  Lordship  in  these  Char- 
acters, it  might  seem  necessary  to  preface  an  Apology;  but  I 
shall  rely  on  your  usual  goodness  and  candour  for  the  patient 
hearing  of  a  few  words  in  support  of  the  equity  of  our  own 
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Pretension's,  which  cannot  fail  of  being  short,  as  I  have  taken 
the  Liberty  of  troubling  your  Lordship  pretty  fully  on  this 
head  before. 

The  first  Letter  I  ever  did  my  Self  the  honour  of  writing  to 
your  Excellency  on  the  Subject  of  these  Lands,  and  to  which 
I  now  beg  leave  to  refer,  containd  a  kind  of  historical  Acct.  of 
our  claim;  but  as  no  embellishment  is  requisite  to  illucidate  a 
right,  when  simple  Facts  are  sufficient  to  establish  the  point;  I 
shall  beg  Leave  to  give  your  Lordship  the  trouble  of  reading 
the  Inclosd  order  of  Council  of  the  18th.  of  Feby.  1754  and 
Governor  Dinwiddie's  Proclamation  in  consequence  thereof; 
and  then  add,  that  these  Troops  not  only  enlisted  agreeable  to 
the  terms  there  stipulated,  but  behaved  so  much  to  the  Satis- 
faction of  the  Country  as  to  obtain  the  honour  of  its  publick 
thanks.  Would  it  not  be  hard,  My  Lord  to  deprive  Men  under 
these  Circumstances  (or  their  Successors)  of  the  just  reward  of 
their  Toils  ?  Could  this  Act  of  the  Governor  &  Council,  offered 
to,  and  accepted  by  the  Soldiery,  be  considerd  in  any  other  light 
than  as  an  absolute  Compact  ? — And  tho'  the  exigency  of  our 
Affairs  renderd  it  impracticable  for  us  to  settle  this  Country, 
for  some  Years  after  the  Date  of  the  Proclamation  and  the 
Policy  of  Government  forbid  it  for  a  few  years  longer,  yet, 
the  causes  being  now  removd,  and  the  Land  given  to  some  as 
a  recompence  for  their  losses;  and  sought  after  by  others  for 
private  Emolument,  have  we  not  a  title  to  be  regarded  among 
the  first  ?  We  fain  woud  hope  so.  We  flatter  our  selves  that 
in  this  point  of  view  your  Excellency  will  also  consider  it,  and 
by  your  kind  Interposition,  and  favourable  Representation 
of  our  case,  his  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleasd  to  confirm 
the  200,000  Acres  of  Land  to  us  agreeable  to  the  Terms  of  the 
Proclamation;  Or  if  it  shall  be  judgd  necessary  to  be  more  par- 
ticular in  the  Location  of  it,  and  your  Lordship  will  be  pleasd 
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to  cause  the  same  to  be  signified  to  me,  I  will  point  out  imme- 
diately thereupon,  the  particular  Spots  on  which  we  woud  beg 
to  have  our  Surveys  made  (as  part  of  the  Land  prayd  for  in 
our  Petition  of  the  15th.  of  December  last,  to  wit  that  on  Sandy 
Creek  will  not  be  comprehended  within  the  Line  Running 
from  Holston's  River,  to  the  Mouth  of  the  Great  Kanhawa). 

Such  an  Act  of  goodness  as  this  my  Lord,  woud  be  confering 
a  singular  favour  on  Men,  who  do  not  know  who  else  to  apply 
to;  on  Men,  the  most  of  whom,  either  in  their  Person's  or  For- 
tunes have  sufferd  in  the  cause  of  their  Country;  and  cannot 
fail  of  meeting  with  such  Acknowledgments  as  result  from 
grateful  Minds  impressd  with  the  due  sense  of  obligation. 
None  will  offer  them  with  more  sincere  respect,  than  Your 
Lordship's  most  obedient,  etc.16 

To  GEORGE  CROGHAN17 

November  24, 1770. 
Dear  Sir:  Captn.  Crawford  (who  I  expect  will  be  the  bearer 
of  this  letter  to  you)  has  promised  me,  that  so  soon  as  he  has 
rested  a  little  from  the  fatigues  of  his  last  journey  he  will  wait 
upon  you  in  order  to  view  the  Lands  you  were  offering  for  Sale. 
I  have  described  the  kind  of  Land  to  Capt:  Crawford,  I  would 
choose  to  become  the  purchaser  of,  and  if  a  sufficient  quantity 

16The  editor  is  greatly  indebted  to  Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach  for  the  text  of  this  letter. 
It  should  be  compared  with  that  of  April  15  to  Lord  Botetourt,  which  was  copied  by 
Bartholomew  Dandridge  in  Washington's  "Letter  Book."  Washington  apparently 
delayed  sending  the  letter  of  April  15,  and  on  October  5  rewrote  it  from  Dandridge's 
copy  and  did  not  keep  a  copy  of  what  he  then  wrote.  The  variations  are  sufficiently 
interesting  to  be  worth  recording  and  there  are  so  many  that  they  could  not  be  shown 
intelligibly  in  the  April  15  text. 

"Indian  agent  and  widely  known  on  the  frontiers  and  in  the  Colonies  as  the  most 
influential  of  all  the  agents.  He  was  an  Irishman  and  had  settled  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1746.  Ten  years  later  Sir  William  Johnson  appointed  him  deputy  Indian  agent  to 
the  northern  Indians  and  sent  him  to  England  in  1763  on  the  business  of  the  Indian 
boundaries.  He  served  in  the  Braddock  campaign  and  was  usually  referred  to  as 
Colonel  Croghan.  Died  in  1782. 
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thereof,  is  to  be  found  in  a  body,  I  will  take  Fifteen  thousand 
acres;  the  money  to  be  paid  so  soon  as  there  can  be  a  legal  title 
made  to  the  acres,  subject  to  a  Quitrent  (after  the  expiration 
of  twenty  years)  of  two  shillings  Sterlg.  per  hundred,  and  no 
more.  If  you  incline  to  part  with  the  above  quantity  of  Land, 
on  these  terms,  Capt.  Crawford  will  proceed  to  view;  and  may, 
in  company  with  any  person  you  shall  choose,  run  it  out.  It 
rests  therefore  with  yourself  to  direct  Mr.  Crawford  to  go  on 
the  Land  for  the  purposses  above  mentioned,  or  not;  as  it  will 
be  unnecessary  for  him  to  be  at  any  further  trouble  if  you  do 
not  incline  to  accept  of  the  propossal. 

If  the  Charter  Government18  takes  place  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed, I  presume  there  will  be  Surveyors  appointed  to  different 
Districts,  in  order  that  the  Land  may  be  run  out  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible; in  that  case  I  wou'd  beg  leave  to  recommend  Captn. 
Crawford  to  your  friendly  notice  as  a  person  who  would  be 
glad  to  be  employed,  and  as  one  who  I  dare  say  wou'd  dis- 
charge the  duty  with  honesty  and  care;  thro'  your  means  I 
am  persuaded  he  might  come  in  for  a  share  of  this  business. 
I  am  persuaded  also,  that  he  would  not  be  wanting  in  gratitude 
for  the  favor  with  very  great  esteem,  I  remain,  etc. 

P.  S.  If  you  still  decline  being  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
new  Governmt.,  is  it  not  better  to  sell,  than  resign  ?  If  so,  what 
will  you  take  for  your  share,  provided  your  name  stands  con- 
firm'd  in  the  charter  ? 

MEMORANDUM  FOR  WILLIAM  CRAWFORD 

Colo.  Croghan  and  I  being  upon  terms  for  a  tract  of  15,000 
acres  of  Land,  I  have  agreed  to  give  him  five  pound  Sterling  a 
hundred  for  this  quantity,  subject  to  a  Quitrent  of  two  shillings 

18  Of  the  proposed  Walpole  Grant. 
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sterlg.  per  hundred  and  no  more,  after  the  expiration  of  twenty 
years,  provided  you  shall  like  the  Land  upon  Examination  of  it. 
I  must  therefore  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  deliver  the  enclosed 
letter  to  him  (first  taking  a  copy  of  it  that  you  may  be  the  better 
acquainted  with  my  proposal)  and  if  he  directs  you  to  proceed 
and  look  at  the  Land;  then  to  examine  it  with  the  greatest 
care  and  attention,  that  you  may  be  a  competent  judge  of 
the  quality  and  situation.  The  uncertain  footing  upon  which  the 
affairs  of  this  Country19  seem  to  rest  at  present,  will  prevent 
me  from  making  this  purchase,  unless  I  can  get  Lands  that  are 
really  fine,  and  valuable  in  their  nature  for  this  reason  I  wou'd 
not  have  you  proceed  to  run  out  the  Land  on  my  Acct.  unless  it 
answers  the  following  description;  ist.  If  the  Land  is  very  hilly 
and  broken,  I  shou'd  not  choose  to  be  concern'd  with  it  at  any 
rate,  or  at  least,  nothing  wou'd  induce  me  to  do  so,  unless  those 
hills  were  of  the  richest  kind;  the  growth  of  which  shall  be 
Walnut,  Cherry,  and  such  other  sorts  of  timber,  as  denote  the 
most  luxuriant  Soil. 

2.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Land  shou'd  be  level,  or  at  least 
wavy,  that  is,  in  little  risings,  sufficient  to  lay  it  dry  and  fit  for 
the  plough,  I  wou'd  put  up  with  a  soil  less  fertile  but  in  either 
case  I  shou'd  expect  the  Tract  to  be  well  watered,  and  well  tim- 
bered with  a  sufficiency  of  meadow  ground  upon  it.  To  descend 
to  a  more  minute  description  of  Land  is  unnecessary,  as  this  is 
sufficient  to  form  a  lively  Idea  of  the  kind  I  want. 

It  is  not  only  probable,  but  what  I  expect,  that  Colo.  Croghan 
will  say,  that  he  will  pass  his  Bond  to  convey  a  title  to  the  Land, 
and  therefore  require  the  money  to  be  paid  on  the  strength 
thereof.  To  this  I  object,  and  you  have  only  to  reply,  that  if  he 
accepts  of  the  proposal  I  make  him,  you  are  (in  that  case)  to 

"The  area  of  land  included  by  the  Walpole  Grant,  and  the  uncertainty  as  to  the 
action  of  the  British  Government  thereon. 
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view  the  Land,  and  if  you  approve  of  it,  then  to  run  it  out  in  the 
manner,  and  agreeably  to  the  directions  above.  If  the  Land  is 
equally  good  I  wou'd  choose  to  have  it  laid  off  as  convenient  to 
the  Fort  on  the  river  as  possible.  I  am  etc. 

*To  BRYAN  FAIRFAX 

December  12, 1770. 

D  Sir:  Having  received  your  favour  of  the  6th.20  I  profess 
myself  at  a  loss  to  know  what  answer  to  give  to  it,  and  to  con- 
sult a  Lawyer  every  time  we  are  puzled  by  the  duplicity  of  Mrs. 
Savages'  Conduct  woud  sink  a  large  portion  of  her  Annuity,  or 
entail  a  heavy  expence  upon  ourselves. 

I  think  as  you  do,  that  it  would  seem  odd  to  refuse  an  actual 
tender  of  Mrs.  Savage's  Annuity  from  the  Doctrs.  Agent  at  a 
time  when  we  are  threat'ning  his  Security  with  a  Suit  on  this 
Acct.  And  I  am  of  opinion,  that  if  we  do  receive  the  money 
from  him,  we  can  not  legally  withhold  payment  thereof  from 
her  Attorney  (who  is  one  and  the  same  person)  without  sub- 
mitting our  Reasons  for  so  doing  to  the  Publick  attention  and 
her  Letters  she  has  expressly  requird  may  not  be  seen.  With- 
out exposing  these  as  the  ground  of  our  refusal  [we]  can  have 
no  pretext  to  detain  the  money  in  our  hands;  to  keep  it  there 
woud  contribute  nothing  to  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Savages's  neces- 
sities but  very  probably  expose  ourselves  to  Censure.  And  to 
pay  the  money  to  any  Person  not  legally  authoriz'd  to  receive  it 
woud  I  believe  be  equally  Imprudent.  In  short,  view  the  mat- 
ter in  whatever  light  one  will  there  is  nothing  but  doubts  and 
difficulties  before  us;  and  I  see  no  effectual  method  of  serving 
Mrs.  Savage  without  falling  into  some  snare  which  we  may 
not  easily  extricate  ourselves  from  for  I  must  confess  that  I  have 

~°In  the  earlier  correspondence  the  manuscripts  identify  George  William  Fairfax  with 
the  trusteeship  of  Mrs.  Savage. 
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no  good  opinion  of  Mrs.  Savages  honour  on  the  one  hand.  On 
the  [other]  our  attempts  to  serve  her  will  give  us  little  to  ex- 
pect from  the  Doctors  Friendship  if  we  shoud  drop  into  a  faux 
pas.  Upon  the  whole,  can  we,  do  you  think,  avoid  coming  to  a 
Settlement  with  Mr.  Montgomerie  without  Incurring  the  Im- 
putation of  disengenuity  on  the  one  hand;  or  being  too  plain 
in  our  Reason's  for  it  on  the  other;  If  this  can  be  done,  I  shoud 
be  for  letting  that  matter  sleep  till  we  coud  write  a  joint  Letter 
to  Mrs.  Savage  informing  her  of  the  predicament  in  which  her 
Affairs  respecting  the  Bond  stands  and  to  beg  that  she  will 
[mutilated]  and  fixd  to  some  point  or  no  longer  expect  us  to 
become  the  dupes  of  her  fickleness  and  folly;  if  you  think  this 
method  can  be  adopted  no  time  shoud  be  lost  in  putting  it  in 
execution,  if  you  think  it  cannot  or  ought  not  I  am  willing  to 
pursue  any  other  you  shall  advise  as  I  own  that  I  am  more  per 
[plexd  the]  more  I  think  of  the  matter.  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

To  MRS.  MARGARET  SAVAGE 

Mount  Vernon,  December  15, 1770. 
Madam:  Your  letter  of  the  18th.  of  June  came  to  my  hands 
a  few  days  ago  (after  my  return  from  the  Ohio,  whither  I  had 
been  upwards  of  two  months) .  I  am  sorry  to  find  by  it,  that 
you  and  the  Doctr.  continue  to  breathe  the  same  discordant 
life,  you  did  in  this  Country;  especially  too  as  there  appears  to 
be  so  little  prospect  of  amendment;  and  it  is  with  infinite  con- 
cern I  have  further  to  observe  to  you,  that  your  conduct  is  so 
full  of  inconsistency  and  unsteadiness  that  you  render  every 
attempt  of  your  Trustee's,  to  serve  you,  abortive;  such  is  the 
errect  of  your  last  power  of  Attorney  to  Mr.  Montgomerie,21 
who  took  care  to  have  it  recorded  in  our  Court  immediately, 

"Thomas  Montgomerie,  of  Dumfries,  Va. 
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that  he  might  proceed  to  act  under  it.  Before  this  happen'd  we 
had  not  been  able  to  recover  any  part  of  your  annuity,  and  now 
it  is  unnecessary  to  attempt  it;  as  Mr.  Montgomerie  who  is  at 
one  and  the  same  time  the  Doctrs.  Agent,  and  your  Attorney, 
has  nothing  to  do,  but  to  pay  with  one  hand,  and  receive  with 
the  other.  You  see  the  consequence  therefore  of  your  attempt 
to  amuse  or  please  the  Doctor,  (for  I  cannot  suppose  that  fear 
was  the  governing  principle  in  this  transaction)  and  the  im- 
possibility of  our  rendering  you  any  desireable  service,  when 
you  are  counter-acting  your  own  works,  and  leading  us  into 
a  wilderness  of  difficulties  and  contradiction.  It  is  highly  in- 
cumbent on  you  therefore  to  be  steady,  and  we  earnestly  rec- 
ommend it  to  you  either  to  live  with  the  Doctor  upon  the  best 
terms  you  can,  giving  him  a  discharge  every  year  for  the  income 
of  your  Bond,  if  he  supplies  you  with  the  necessary  comforts  of 
Life;  or  to  renounce  all  connections  with  him  and  recourse  to 
your  Annuity  invariably;  for  whilst  Interest  pulls  one  way,  and 
your  inclinations  to  the  Doctr.  the  other,  you  are  torn  between 
the  two,  and  your  behaviour  will  continue  to  be  so  full  of  con- 
tradiction, as  to  remain  the  source  of  never  failing  uneasiness 
to  yourself,  and  perplexity  to  others:  for  tho'  Mr.  Fairfax  and 
myself  shall  never  agree  to  relinquish  the  Trust,  yet  we  have  no 
right  to  withhold  payment  of  the  Bond  from  any  person  you 
empower  legally  to  receive  it,  as  it  was  for  your  benefit  it  was 
created.  You  will  find  it  necessary  therefore,  if  you  expect  pay- 
ment of  the  Annuity,  and  are  distrustful  of  Mr.  Montgomerie, 
to  appoint  some  other,  to  receive  your  money  as  we  do  not  con- 
ceive it  is  optional  with  us  to  refuse  settling  this  matter  with 
a  person  whom  you  have  legally  authorized  for  that  purpose, 
notwithstanding  any  private  advice  you  may  give  to  the  con- 
trary, if  he  shoud  (as  Mr.  Montgomerie  really  has)  call  upon 
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us  to  do  so.  Inclos'd  you  have  a  copy  of  the  Bond  which  you 
sometime  ago  wrote  to  me  for.  I  have  nothing  further  to  add  at 
this  time  (as  most  things  remain  in  statu  quo)  but  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington's compliments,  and  good  wishes  for  happier  days  to 
you,  in  which  I  heartily  join,  being  Madam,  etc. 

To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  December  16, 1770. 

Dr.  Sir :  According  to  appointment  Jacky  Custis  now  returns 
to  Annapolis.  His  mind  [is]  a  good  deal  released  from  Study,  & 
more  than  ever  turnd  to  Dogs  Horses  and  Guns;  indeed  upon 
Dress  and  equipage,  which  till  of  late,  he  has  discovered  little 
Inclination  of  giving  into.  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you,  there- 
fore, to  keep  him  close  to  those  useful  branches  of  Learning 
which  he  ought  now  to  be  acquainted  with,  and  as  much  as 
possible  under  your  own  Eye.  Without  these,  I  fear  he  will  too 
soon  think  himself  above  controul,  and  be  not  much  the  better 
for  the  extraordinary  expence  attending  his  Living  in  Annapo- 
lis; which  I  should  be  exceeding  sorry  for,  as  nothing  but  a 
hasty  progress  towards  the  completion  of  his  Education,  can 
Justifie  my  keeping  him  there  at  such  an  expence  as  his  Estate 
will  now  become  chargeable  with. 

The  time  of  Life  he  is  now  advancing  into  requires  the  most 
friendly  aid  and  Council  (especially  in  such  a  place  as  An- 
napolis) ;  otherwise,  the  warmth  of  his  own  Passions,  assisted 
by  the  bad  example  of  other  Youth,  may  prompt  him  to  actions 
derogatory  of  Virtue,  &  that  Innocence  of  Manners  which  one 
coud  wish  to  preserve  him  in:  For  wch  reason  I  would  beg 
leave  to  request,  that  he  may  not  be  suffered  to  sleep  from 
under  your  own  Roof,  unless  it  be  at  such  places  as  you  are  sure 
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he  can  have  no  bad  examples  set  him;  nor  allow  him  to  be 
rambling  about  of  Nights  in  Company  with  those,  who  do  not 
care  how  debauched  and  viceous  his  Conduct  may  be. 

You  will  be  so  good  I  hope,  as  to  excuse  the  liberty  I  have 
taken  in  offering  my  sentiments  thus  freely — I  have  his  well- 
being  much  at  Heart,  &  should  be  sorry  to  see  him  fall  into  any 
Vice,  or  evil  course,  which  there  is  a  possibility  of  restraining 
him  from.22 

*To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  January  2, 1771. 
Dear  Sir:  Jack's  return  has  been  delayed,  as  well  from  a 
belief  that  you  might  not  be  well  settled,  as  from  a  desire  of 
gratifying  him  in  his  favourite  amusement  of  Hunting,  these 
Hollidays.  He  returns  now  he  says,  with  a  determination  of 
applying  close  to  his  Studies;  and  I  confide  entirely  in  your 
promise  of  making  him  do  so,  as  time  slips  of  [f  ]  a  pace,  and 
other  Idea's  and  pursuits,  will  soon  render  it  more  difficult  to 
keep  him  confined  to  them,  than  at  present.  In  respect  to  the 
kinds,  and  manner  of  his  Studying,  I  leave  it  wholely  to  your 
better  Judgment;  had  he  begun,  or  rather  pursued  his  Study 
of  the  Greek  Language,  I  should  have  thought  it  no  bad  acqui- 
sition; but  whether  to  acquire  this  now,  he  may  not  forego 
some  more  useful  branches  of  learning,  is  a  matter  worthy  of 
consideration.  To  be  acquainted  with  the  French  Tongue,  is 
become  a  part  of  polite  Education;  and  to  a  Man  who  has  any 
[prospect]  of  mixing  in  a  large  Circle  absolutely  [necessary. 
Without]  Arithmetic,  the  common  [affairs  of]  Life  are  not 
to  be  managed  [       ]  and  the  Mathematics  [       ]  (branches  of 

22  Boucher's  letter  to  Washington  (Dec.  18,  1770),  in  the  Washington  Papers,  de- 
scribes his  difficulties  with  Jacky  and  the  young  man's  fondness  for  girls.  Of  an 
infatuation  for  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Galloway,  the  clergyman  wrote:  "I  took  such 
steps  as  I  judged  most  likely  to  wean  him  in  time." 
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it)  is  equally  [  ]  of  Philosophy,  Moral, Natural,  &c.  I  should 
think  a  very  desirable  knowledge  for  a  Gentleman;  but  as 
I  said  before,  I  leave  the  whole  to  your  direction;  with  this  ear- 
nest request,  that  in  whatever  kind  of  Study  you  think  proper 
to  engage  him,  he  may  be  kept  diligently  to  it,  for  he  really  has 
no  time  to  loose. 

The  shortness  of  the  distance  between  this  and  your  present 
habitation  will,  I  hope,  give  us  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  and 
Miss  Boucher  often  at  Mount  Vernon;  in  this  hope  Mrs  Wash- 
ington also  rests,  and  with  her  Compliments  and  wishes,  joind 
with  mine  for  the  return  of  many  happy,  and  prosperous  years 
to  you,  I  remain  with  great  sincerity  etc.23 

*To  COLONEL  BERNARD  MOORE24 

Colchester,  January  23, 1771. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th.  Inst.25  by  Mr.  Seaton26  was 
delivered  to  me  at  this  place  in  my  way  to  Dumfries  where  I 

23From  the  original  in  the  possession  of  E.  F.  Bonaventure  (1930),  who  kindly 
furnished  a  photostat.  Spaces  between  brackets  indicate  mutilated  manuscript. 

The  text  of  the  following  letter  of  Washington  to  Boucher,  dated  New  Kent,  Va., 
May  19,  1 77 1,  was  furnished  Ford  by  Miss  Gutch,  of  Norton  House,  England: 

"  Meeting  with  your  letter  of  the  9th  Inst,  upon  the  Road  &  being  uncertain  whether 
I  can  get  this  into  the  hands  of  the  Post  in  time,  I  only  mean  to  inform  you,  that  it 
woud  be  convenient  enough  to  me  to  pay  the  sum  you  ask,  either  to  Coll.  Thornton 
or  Mr.  Mawrey  was  I  to  go  up  that  way,  but  as  I  set  out  to  morrow  for  Nomony,  in 
order  to  spend  a  few  days  with  my  brother,  &  purpose  to  proceed  from  thence  into 
Stafford,  &  so  through  Maryland,  I  shall  have  little  chance  of  seeing  either  the  one 
or  the  other  of  those  Gentlemen,  unless  I  shoud  change  my  Rout  &  pass  by  Fredg. 
instead  of  going  through  Maryland,  which  at  present  I  do  not  expect.  I  shall  however 
be  at  home  by  the  first  of  June  if  no  accident  prevents  it,  and  then  can  pay  the  money 
to  whomsoever  you  may  appoint  to  receive  it,  or  if  contrary  to  my  present  intention 
I  shoud  take  Fredericksburg  in  my  way  up  I  will  lodge  the  £  50  Maryld  Cy  with 
Mr.  Mawrey  I  will  inform  you  of  my  return  by  the  first  Post  after  I  get  home,  &  will 
write  more  fully  than  at  present,  I  have  only  to  add  therefore  that  with  very  great 
esteem." 

24  Colonel  Moore  resided  near  Yorktown,  Va.  It  was  at  his  home  that  the  capitula- 
tion of  Cornwallis  was  signed  some  10  years  later. 

25  Moore's  letter,  dated  Jan.  12,  1771,  is  printed  in  Hamilton's  Letters  to  Wash- 
ington, vol.  4,  p.  47. 

^Augustine  Seaton,  nephew  of  Bernard  Moore. 
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am  going  upon  an  Arbitration  fixd  to  this  day.  I  am  exceeding 
sorry  to  hear  of  your  unfortunate  Circumstances  and  wish  that 
the  situation  of  my  own  Engagements,  woud  permit  me  to 
subscribe  more  largely  to  your  relief  than  they  will;  but  having 
several  pretty  large  Sums  of  my  own  to  pay  in  a  short  time  it  is 
utterly  out  of  my  power  (with  any  sort  of  convenience)  to  ad- 
vance more  than  One  hundred  pounds  for  the  purpose  and 
on  the  terms  you  mention;  this  I  am  willing  to  do,  and  ac- 
cordingly have  wrote  to  the  Trustees  informing  them  thereof. 
I  have  no  doubt  of  your  putting  me  upon  as  good  a  footing  as 
any  of  the  other  Subscribers  and  therefore  do  not  condition 
with  you  for  terms  or  say  anything  further  on  that  head  but 
again  beg  that  something  effectual  may  be  done  to  secure  my- 
self and  Brothers  from  the  payment  of  your  Bond  to  Mr. 
Lightfoots  Estate,  as  I  am  sensible  it  woud  be  attended  with 
great  Inconvenience  to  some  of  them  to  advance  this  money 
and  be  a  hardship  upon  us  all.  I  am  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

*To  CARTER  BRAXTON  AND  TRUSTEES 
OF  COLONEL  BERNARD  MOORE 

January  23, 1771. 
Gentn:  Colo.  Bd.  Moore  having  informd  me  that  he  is  en- 
deavouring to  make  up  a  Sum  of  Money  to  purchase  Slaves 
for  the  immediate  Support  of  his  Family  I  do  hereby  agree  to 
become  answerable  to  you  as  his  Trustees  on  this  Acct.  for  the 
Sum  of  One  hund'd  pounds  Curr'y  payable  a  year  hence.  I  am 
Gentn.,  etc. 

*To  CHARLES  WASHINGTON 

Dumfries,  January  25, 1771. 
Dear  Charles:  Ishou'd  be  oblig'd  to  you  to  receive  the  amount 
of  the  Inclos'd  Order,  and  either  bring  it  up  with  you  when  you 
come  to  Mount  Vernon,  or  keep  it  till  I  draw  for  it. 
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I  inform'd  you  by  the  next  Post  after  receiving  your  Letter, 
that  I  had  not  one  Paper  in  the  World  relating  to  the  Land  on 
Deep  Run,  but  that  my  Brother  Sam  (if  he  had  not  parted  with 
it  to  Mr.  Law'r  Washington)  had  the  original  Deed. 

I  have  appointed  a  meeting  of  the  Officers  concern'd  in  the 
Grant  of  200,000  Acres  to  meet  at  Winchester  on  Monday  the  4th. 
of  March  for  which  place  I  expect  to  set  off  ab't  the  1st.  of  that 
month,  and  may,  probably,  stay  in  the  County  a  fortnight;  this 
I  mention  that  you  may  not  delay  your  visit  to  Mt.  Vernon  till 
that  time.  I  am  engag'd  here  in  a  very  disagreeable  Arbitration 
which  I  suppose  will  keep  me  till  sometime  in  next  week;  tell 
Colo.  Lewis  he  may  as  well  take  a  Ride  up  with  you,  as  by  that 
time,  I  expect  to  have  my  Mills  quite  compleated.  I  am,  etc. 

[H.L.] 

To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  February  3, 1771. 

Rev'd.  Sir:  Colo.  Robert  Fairfax,  with  whom  I  have  often 
talk'd,  and  who  much  approves,  of  Jacks  intended  Tour  for 
Improvement,  purposes  to  leave  this  on  his  return  to  England 
sometime  in  March;  before  his  doing  of  which  he  is  desirous 
of  seeing  Jacky  and  has  instructed  me  to  say,  that  he  shou'd  be 
very  glad  of  seeing  you  with  him.  The  warmth  with  which  he 
has  made  a  tender  of  his  Services,  and  the  pressing  Invitation 
to  make  use  of  Leeds  Castle  as  a  home,  in  vacation  time,  are 
too  obliging  to  be  neglected;  I  shou'd  be  glad  therefore  if  it 
cou'd  suit  you  both  to  be  over  sometime  before  the  last  of  this 
Month,  or  as  soon,  after  the  10th.  of  March  as  may  be,  as  I 
expect  to  be  in  Frederick,  indeed  am  obli'g  to  be  so,  from  the 
first  of  the  Month  to  that  time  and,  I  do  not  know  but  Mrs. 
Washington  may  accompany  me  to  my  Brothers.  His  Horses 
shall  attend  you  at  any  appointed  time. 

Company,  and  the  suddeness  of  the  oppertunity,  prevents 
my  enlarging,  or  taking  notice  of  the  contents  of  your  last 
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Letter  further  than  to  say,  that  it  never  was  my  Intention  that 
Jacky  shou'd  be  restrained  from  proper  Company;  to  prevent 
as  much  as  possible  his  connecting  with  Store  boys,  and  that 
kind  of  low  loose  Company  who  wou'd  not  be  displeas'd  at  the 
debauchery  of  his  Manners,  but  perhaps  endeavour  to  avail 
themselves  of  some  advantages  from  it,  is  all  I  had  in  view. 

Mrs.  Washington  requests  the  favour  of  you  to  get  her  2  oz. 
of  the  Spirit  of  Ether,  if  such  a  thing  is  to  be  had  in  Annapolis, 
for  Miss  Custis,  and  send  it  by  Price  Posey.  Our  Love  and  best 
Wishes  attend  yourself  and  Jacky  and  I  am  Dr.  Sir,  etc.     [  h.  l.  ] 

*To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER27 

Mount  Vernon,  February  20,  1771. 

Rev'd  Sir :  When  Joe,  with  your  favour  found  his  way  to  this 
place,  I  was  from  home,  and  did  not  return  for  some  days  the 
High  winds  and  Ice,  have  been  the  cause  of  his  very  natural 
disappointment  of  getting  to  Marlborough  as  it  was  quite  im- 
possible for  him  to  cross  the  River  in  these  storms  of  wind  and 
now,  it  is  attended  with  some  risk.  Mrs.  Washington  has 
packed  up  what  Books  the  Portmanteau  would  contain  before 
the  date  of  this,  and  of  such  kinds  as  I  hope  you  wanted.  She 
has  given  over  the  thoughts  of  accompanying  me  to  Frederick, 
so  that  you  will  find  her  at  home  if  I  should  not  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  here  (should  you  be  detained  by  the  bad 
weather  longer  than  was  expected).  The  inclosd  I  should  be 
obligd  to  you  to  forward  by  a  safe,  rather  than  the  first,  con- 
veyance that  may  offer — with  very  great  esteem,  I  remain  etc. 

25th.  Agreeable  to  the  above  date,  Joe  attempted  to  cross  the 
River;  but  being  unable  to  effect  it,  has  been  unavoidably 
detained  till  this  time  and  now  the  River  is  so  much  choked  with 


"Boucher  was  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  at  this  date. 
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Ice  as  to  render  his  passage  precarious.  Mrs.  Washington  begs 
the  favour  of  you  to  get  her,  for  Patcy,  another  Phial  of  aether 
and  bring  with  you  when  you  come  to  Mount  Vernon.28 

To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  April  20, 1771.29 
Rev'd  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  10th.  conveyed  an  unexpected 
piece  of  Intelligence,  tho'  a  very  agreeable  one.  Jack  left  this 
place  with  so  many  doubts  and  difficulties  abt.  going  to  Balti- 
more, to  be  Innoculated  with  the  Small  Pox,  that  we  all  con- 
cluded nothing  was  more  foreign  from  his  Intention.  Mrs. 
Washington  having  fully  adopted  this  opinion,  I  have  with 
held  from  her  the  Information  you  gave  me  in  respect  to  his 
undertaking,  and  purpose,  if  possible,  to  keep  her  in  total  igno- 
rance of  his  having  been  there,  till  I  hear  of  his  return,  or  per- 
fect recovery;  as  one  step  tow'ds  this  I  shou'd  be  oblig'd  to  you 
to  address  any  Letter  you  may  write  me,  under  cover  to  Lund 
Washington,  and  in  a  hand  not  your  own;  for  notwithstand- 
ing it  is  believed  Jack  was  resolved  to  postpone  this  business, 
yet,  her  anxiety  and  uneasiness  is  so  great,  that  I  am  sure  she 
cou'd  not  rest  satisfied  without  knowing  the  Contents  of  any 
Letter  to  this  Family  of  your  Writing.30  Indeed,  I  believe,  was 
she  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  his  being  at  Baltimore  (under 

28  The  editor  is  indebted  to  Judge  E.  A.  Armstrong,  of  Princeton,  N.  J.,  for  the  text 
of  this  letter. 

28  Ford  prints  this  letter  as  1770. 

80  "A  letter  from  Boucher  (April  19)  explains  his  reasons  for  taking  Jack  to  Balti- 
more to  be  given  the  small-pox.  He  expresses '  heart-felt  satisfaction '  at  Jack's  favorable 
condition, — the  fever-marks  having  broken  out  1  on  neck,  1  one  ear,  breast  2,  arm  1, 
legs  3, — not  one  on  face.  Dr.  Stephenson's  price  was  2  pistoles,  and  25s.  for  board. 
The  'third  of  a  Doctor'  in  Washington's  accompanying  account  may  imply  that  two 
others  were  given  the  small-pox  at  the  same  time.  In  another  letter  (May  3)  Boucher 
is  vexed  because  Jack,  after  being  well  enough  to  come  back  without  danger  to  other 
pupils,  and  put  his  mother  and  step-father  out  of  apprehension,  was  persuaded  to 
remain  in  Baltimore  for  Mr.  Gough's  wedding." — Moncure  D.Conway  in  Lippincott's 
Magazine  (April,  1889).  Boucher's  letters  of  April  19  and  May  3  are  published  in 
Hamilton's  Letters  to  Washington,  vol.  3,  pp.  54  and  58. 
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Innoculation)  it  wou'd  put  an  infallible  stop  to  her  journey  to 
Williamsburg,  and  possibly  delay  mine;  which  wou'd  proove 
very  injurious,  as  my  business  requires  that  I  shou'd  set  of  on 
Friday  the  26th.  Inst,  if  he  is  in  so  favourable  away  as  to  permit 
it  (instead  of  visiting  him,  which  I  shou'd  immediately  do;  If 
I  am  inform'd  of  any  dangerous  or  unfavourable  Symtom's 
attending  his  Disorder)  for  this  Reason,  I  shou'd  be  glad  to 
hear  from  him  as  late  as  can  be  (to  reach  me  before  Fryday) 
that,  if  all  is  well,  we  may  proceed  without  any  intimation  to 
Mrs.  Washington  of  this  matter;  she  having  often  wish'd,  that 
Jack  wou'd  take  and  go  through  the  disorder  without  her 
knowing  of  it;  that  she  might  escape  those  Tortures  which 
Suspence  w'd  throw  her  into  little  as  the  cause  might  be  for  it. 
When  he  is  returned  to  Annapolis  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
write  me  a  Line  by  Post  to  Williamsburg  which  shall  be  the 
first  information  of  this  Affair  I  purpose  to  give  if  I  can  keep 
it  conceal'd  so  long;  I  am  with  very  great  esteem,  and  thanks 
for  your  Attention  to  Jack  on  this  occasion.  Dr.  Sir,  etc.    [h.l.] 

*To  NEIL  JAMIESON31 

Mount  Vernon,  June  4,  1771. 
Sir:  If  the  Sails  and  Rigging  which  I  bespoke  for  Mr.  John 
West,  are  not  already  come  of,  be  so  good  as  to  dispatch  them 
by  the  first  Vessel  bound  to  Alexandria.  Captn.  Olife  says  he 
shall  be  up  again  immediately.  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  June  5,  1771. 
Rev'd  Sir:  I  should  have  set  Mr.  Custis  off  for  Annapolis  as 
soon  as  I  heard  of  your  passing  by  (being  very  unwilling  that 
he  should  loose  any  time  from  School  that  [is]  possible  to  be 

31 A  Norfolk,  Va.,  merchant  who  adhered  to  the  Crown  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  sails  and  rigging  ordered  from  him  were  for  Washington's  schooner. 


1771]  JACKY  CUSTIS'S  TRAVELS  43 

avoided)  but  it  was  thought  necessary  to  [keep]  him  till  his 
cloaths  could  be  Washd  &  got  in  readiness  [to]  take  with  him, 
I  shoud  be  a  considerable  looser  between  66 1/3  &  20  pr.  Ct.  the 
which  has  detained  him  till  now. 

By  him  I  send  you  ^50  Mary  Id  Curry  the  Sum  wrote  for 
[in]  your  last.32  Inclosing  at  the  same  time  Doctr  Stevenson's 
letter  and  acct  which  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  pay  as  soon 
as  convenient,  agreeable  to  his  request. — The  money  thus  re- 
ceivd  &  paid,  you  will  please  to  credit  and  charge  according 
to  the  Rates  which  the  different  kinds  of  Specie  pass  in  the 
respective  Governments;  otherwise  I  shoud  be  a  considerable 
looser  between  66  1/3  &  20  pr.  Ct.  the  proportion  which  the 
two  Currencies  bear  to  Sterling,  leaving  a  difference  of  46  1/3 
between  Virga  &  Maryland,  when  in  Fact  (with  us  upon  this 
River,  who  receive  Dollrs  at  6/.)  the  real  difference  is  only 
25  pr.  Ct. — at  ye  utmost,  30. 

In  respect  to  the  other  matters  contained  in  your  Letter  of  the 
9th  Ulto  I  shall  endeavour  to  be  as  explicit  as  I  can.  And  first 
in  regard  to  Mr.  Custis  going  to  England. — My  own  Inclina- 
tions have  always  been  strong  in  favour  of  his  prosecuting  the 
plan  you  formerly  laid  down  for  him — his  Friends  a  good  deal 
divided  in  theirs — some  on  acct  of  the  expence;  others,  as  being 
almost  the  last  of  a  Family,  think  he  should  run  no  risks  that  are 
to  be  avoided — These  opinions  tho  they  are  insufficient  to  biass 
my  own  Judgment  in  this  matter  (as  I  think  the  more  conspic- 
uous the  point  of  view  a  man  is  to  appear  in,  the  more  pains 
should  be  taken  to  enlarge  his  mind  and  qualify  him  for  a 
useful  Member  of  Society)  yet  they  determined  me  in  some 
measure  not  to  appear  sollicitous  or  forward  in  promoting  it; 
but  leave  things  a  little  more  to  their  own  workings,  and  to  the 

32These  expense  details,  printed  at  end  of  this  letter,  are  not  traceable  in  the  "Wash- 
ington Accounts "  in  the  Washington  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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turn  and  disposition  of  the  Youth  himself,  after  his  Genius  is 
a  little  more  unfolded  and  he  better  able  to  have  an  opinion  of 
his  own.— In  this  state  of  mind  I  was,  when  your  prospects  of  a 
change,  &  doubts  [about]  accompanying  him,  were  communi- 
cated to  me;  which  will  have  no  small  weight  in  turning  the 
Scale;  for,  however  desirable  it  may  be  to  see  him  travel  (if  his 
Income  shoud  be  thought  by  Genl  Court  sufficient  to  admit  of 
the  expence)  under  the  care  of  a  Gentleman  who  would 
endeavour  to  guard,  &  steer  him  clear  of  those  follies  &  vices 
which  youth  almost  imperceptably  falls  into,  at  the  same  time 
that  he  was  Instilling  into  him  taste  for  useful  knowledge  and 
Improvement,  Yet  I  must  own  I  should  never  wish  to  see  him 
set  out  for  England,  at  his  time  of  Life  recommended  to  the 
care  of  a  merchant  only — or  to  Embark  on  a  Tour  of  the  kind 
you  proposed  without  a  Conductor;  as  pleasure  and  dissipation 
without  a  kirb,  would  leave  little  room  for  study,  &  more  than 
probably  end  in  his  Ruin:  I  am  therefore  more  perplex'd 
than  ever  I  was,  &  find  the  difficulty  of  giving  a  defenitive  an- 
swer encreased  by  your  doubts;  and  [can  only]  add,  that  when 
the  period  arrives  at  which  you  [think]  it  eligible  for  him  to 
set  out  on  a  Tour  of  this  [kind,  it  will]  if  it  appears  to  be  his 
own  desire,  upon  a  probability  of  your  intention]  &  your  in- 
clination to  accompany  him,  meet  [with  my]  hearty  concur- 
rence, notwithstanding  the  exfpense.  Far]ther  than  this  I  do 
not  think  myself  at  liberty  [to  decide.  I]  conceive  there  is  much 
greater  circumspection  to  [be  observed]  by  a  Guardian  than  a 
natural  Parent,  who  is  only  accountable  to  his  own  Conscience 
for  his  Conduct;  whereas  any  faupas  in  a  Guardian  however 
well  meant  the  Action,  seldom  fails  to  meet  with  malicious 
construction,  and  often  subjects  the  Party  to  Inconvenience 
which  is  troublesome  to  get  relieved  from — This  opinion  of 
mine  is  not  known  to  my  Ward — He  believes,  for  anything 
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I  know  to  the  contrary,  that  his  Trip  to  England  is  resolvd  on — 
&  I  should  be  glad  if  his  time  was  devoted  to  the  Study  of  those 
useful  Branches  of  Learning  as  will  render  him  fit  for  it. 

I  very  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  prospect  of  your 
change,  to  a  parish  not  far  distant  from  this,  &  should  be  glad 
to  see  you  soon  confirmd  in  a  Benefice  equal  to  the  full  extent 
of  your  wishes. — Colo  Colvil  by  his  Will  left  the  Legatees  in 
England  five  years  to  put  in  their  Claim  &  proove  their  Right; 
this  time  will  not  expire  till  the  8th  day  of  Octr  next — as  to  Mr 
Johnson's  Physick  as  he  has  been  so  obliging  to  provide  it,  you 
will  be  so  [good  as],  when  an  opportunity  offers,  to  send  it 
over;  tho'  if  [it  be]  some  of  the  last,  nothing  is  to  be  expected 
from  it  th[at  was]  used  without  having  in  the  smallest  degree, 
the  de[ sired  effect.] 

I  cannot  conclude,  without  requesting  [in  the]  most  Impor- 
tunate manner  that  all  due  attention  [and  consideration  may 
be  given  to  Jack's  Education — I  fear  [the  progress]  he  has 
made  in  Classical  knowledge  has  of  la[te  been]  trifling;  as  I 
cannot  discover  that  he  is  much  [farther]  in  Latten  than  when 
he  left  Mr  Magowan,  knowfs  little]  Arithmetick,  and  is  quite 
ignorant  of  the  Greek  Language,  which  he  has  begun  under 
the  Tuition  of  that  Gentleman;  &  therefore,  as  well  as  from 
some  enquiries  which  I  [have]  lately  made,  apprehend,  that 
he  lacks  that  Attention  which  is  necessary  to  advance  him  in 
his  Studies — the  Information  which  I  have  but  Just  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  has  filled  me  with  a  sincere  concern,  not  be- 
cause of  the  expence  attendg  his  Living  in  Annapolis  were  it  4 
times  as  great;  but  on  acct  of  the  lost  time  which  is  never  to  be 
regained. — Duty  &  Inclination  both  prompt  me  to  mention 
this  matter  to  you,  as  I  have  his  Improvement  much  at  heart, 
and  wd  wittingly  leave  nothing  unattempted  on  my  part  to  see 
this  accomplished. 
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I  am  with  Mrs  Washington's  Compliments  [and]  thanks 


for  your  attention  to  Jack  in  the  Smal 

If  (?)  Fees  a  £3  .     .     . 

[F]ar[e]s(?)   .    .    7/6 
third  of  a  Doctor  .     .     . 
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POLSONJ 


Fairfax  Coty.  Virginia,  June  24, 1771. 
Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  15th  of  December  from  Georgia,  and 
20th  of  April,  from  Charlestown,  came  duely  to  hand.  In 
answer  to  them,  I  have  only  to  inform  you,  that  my  advertise- 
ments which  you  refer  to,  issued  in  consequence  of  instructions 
from  our  late  Governor  and  Council;  and  that  I  have  nothing 
more  to  do  in  the  affair,  than  to  receive,  and  deliver  in  to  them 
the  several  claims  of  the  respective  Officers  and  Soldiers  who 
embarked  in  the  service  of  this  Colony  in  the  year  1754  (under 
a  proclamation  of  the  then  Governor,  offering  a  reward 
of  200,000  acres  of  Land  to  all  those  who  shou'd  voluntarily 
engage  in  an  Expedition  against  the  French,  who  were  at  that 
time  encroaching  on  his  majesty's  lands,  on  the  Ohio;)  among 
those  who  embarked  under  this  encouragement  was  your 
son,  and  well  entitled,  not  only  by  proclamation,  but  by  his 
merit  and  bravery,  to  a  Lieutenant's  share  of  the  Lands,  which 
no  doubt  he  (if  any  of  us  do)  will  obtain,  as  I  have  exhibited 
your  claim  for  that  purpose.  Nothing  final,  however,  is  de- 
termined on  with  respect  to  this  matter  you  will  stand  upon  the 
same  footing  with  the  rest  of  the  claimants,  provided  you 

^The  text  is  from  Ford,  who  received  it  from  the  editor  of  Lippincott's  Magazine. 

MDandridge's  "Letter  Book"  copy  spells  this  as  Polston;  Ford  prints  it  as  to • 

Colston.  The  son  referred  to  was  probably  John  Poison,  who,  in  Washington's 
"  Ledger,"  is  given  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  First  Virginia  Regiment. 
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contribute  in  the  same  proportion  towards  the  incidental 
charges  attending  the  Surveys  &c  which  are  now  set  about  and 
for  which  each  subaltern  Officer  has  already  been  call'dupon  for 
the  respective  sums  of  £6  and  £4: 10:0  current  money  of  this 
government  in  order  to  prosecute  the  work;  it  will  behoove 
you  therefore  to  give  some  person  a  power  of  attorney  to  act 
on  your  behalf,  who  must  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  con- 
tributing your  quota  past,  and  to  come,  for  furthering  of  this 
business,  which  must,  from  the  nature  of  it,  be  attended  with 
trouble  and  expense.  I  know  of  no  person  better  qualified  to 
serve  you  in  this  matter,  than  the  one  who  first  exhibited  your 
claim;  I  mean  Mr.  Alexr.  Craig,  who  is  a  resident  of  Williams- 
burg, a  man  of  very  fair  character,  and  lays  more  in  the  way 
of  receiving  your  instructions  and  communicating  such  infor- 
mation as  may  be  proper  for  you  to  receive,  than  I  should  be, 
or  any  one  else  I  am  acquainted  with. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  for  your  further  satisfaction,  that 
all  the  claims  are  not  yet  given  in,  consequently  the  proportion 
and  value  of  the  land  which  may  fall  to  each  officer's  share  is 
not  fully  ascertained;  and  that  we  have  many  difficulties,  and 
some  uncertainties  to  struggle  through,  before  our  right  to  these 
lands  will  be  fully  recognized.  Such  powerful  sollicitation  is 
there  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  for  the  lands  to  the  westward 
of  us,  where  our  grant  was  located;  and  such  the  opposition  we 
meet  with;  tho'  it  is  hoped  that  the  Equity  of  our  claim  will 
at  length  prevail.35 

35 This  equity  was  based  upon  the  somewhat  nebulous  title  comprehended  by  an 
unaccepted  offer  of  the  Six  Nations  to  cede  all  their  lands  east  of  the  Ohio  to  the 
English  for  a  fair  consideration  and  a  scheme  formed  by  Gov.  William  Franklin,  of 
New  Jersey,  for  purchasing  a  large  tract  of  territory  on  the  Ohio  and  forming  perma- 
nent settlements  upon  it.  General  Gage,  Governor  Moore,  and  Sir  William  Johnson 
were  also  interested  in  the  scheme,  which  was  urged  upon  the  British  ministry  by 
Benjamin  Franklin  in  1766— 1768.  The  original  idea  comprehended  a  colony  in  the 
Illinois;  but  on  submitting  the  plan  to  Lord  Shelburne  it  was  found  that  "it  did  not 
quadrate  with  the  sentiments  of  people  here;  that  their  objections  to  it  were,  the 
distance,  which  would  make  it  of  little  use  to  this  country,  as  the  expense  on  the  car- 
riage of  goods  would  oblige  the  people  to  manufacture  for  themselves;  that  it  would 
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In  which  case,  the  Land  will  be  well  worth  the  trouble  and 
expence  we  may  bestow  to  obtain  it,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
mote distance  it  is  from  navigation. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  favorable  opinion  you  are 
pleas'd  to  entertain  of  me,  and  wish  I  may  continue  to  deserve 
it,  and  approve  myself  Sir,  &c. 

To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  July  9, 1771. 
Dear  Sir:  From  several  concurring  causes,  which  exist  at  this 
moment,  the  eve  of  my  departure  for  Williamsburg,  I  have 
both  my  head  and  my  hands  too  full  of  business  to  allow  me 

for  the  same  reason  be  difficult  both  to  defend  it  and  to  govern  it;  that  it  might  lay 
the  foundation  of  a  power  in  the  heart  of  America,  which  in  time  might  be  trouble- 
some to  the  other  colonies,  and  prejudicial  to  our  government  over  them;  and  that 
people  were  wanted  both  here  and  in  the  already  settled  colonies,  so  that  none  could 
be  spared  for  a  new  colony."  (See  Benjamin  Franklin's  letter  to  William  Franklin, 
Sept.  27,  1766.)  Gen.  Phineas  Lyman,  of  Connecticut,  who  had  served  with  bravery 
and  distinction  in  the  late  war,  was  in  England  urging  the  claims  of  the  "military 
adventurers,"  which  were  designed  to  cover  the  same  territory  as  those  of  the  Franklin 
company,  and  an  effort  was  made  to  make  the  two  schemes  one.  In  October,  1767, 
Franklin  could  report  that  the  plan  had  been  approved  in  cabinet  council  and  had 
been  referred  to  the  board  of  trade,  where  it  appears  to  have  slept  for  some  years 
without  being  acted  upon.  "There  is  little  doubt,"  wrote  Johnson  to  Governor  Frank- 
lin, in  May,  1768,  "but  that  the  intended  settlement  may  be  productive  of  a  regular 
civil  government  in  that  valuable  country,  and  this,  too,  without  doing  violence  or 
overreaching  the  Indians,  which  from  sentiments  of  policy  as  well  as  justice  should 
be  always  cautiously  avoided." 

The  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix  (September,  1768)  established  the  bounds  of  English 
territory  essentially  as  they  had  been  proposed  in  Sir  William  Johnson's  treaty  of 
1765,  at  the  German  Flats  (now  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.).  Beginning  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tennesse  river,  it  followed  the  Ohio  and  Alleghany  rivers  to  Kittaning; 
thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  nearest  fork  of  the  west  branch  of  the  Susquehannah; 
and  thence  following  the  stream  through  the  Alleghanies,  it  passed  by  way  of  Bur- 
nett's Hills  and  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Susquehannah  and  the  Delaware  into  New 
York,  having  its  northern  terminus  at  the  confluence  of  Canada  and  Wood  creeks. 
The  line,  thus  proposed,  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  instruction  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  Hillsborough,  who  had  succeeded  the  liberal  Shelborne  as  colonial  secretary, 
and  was  bitterly  opposed  to  any  settlement  in  the  interior,  wished  to  have  the  line  ex- 
tended no  farther  than  the  mouth  of  the  great  Kenawha,  where  it  would  then  meet 
the  line  which  Stuart,  at  a  council  in  South  Carolina,  had  recently  established  with  the 
Cherokees  as  the  western  boundary  of  Virginia."  Sir  William  Johnson  claimed  that 
the  effect  of  this  treaty,  which  was  ratified  in  1770,  was  to  vest  the  claim  of  the  north- 
ern Indians  to  the  country  south  of  the  Ohio  in  the  Crown,  leaving  the  southern  In- 
dians only  to  be  dealt  with  concerning  it;  "and  should  theyrefuse  to  give  it  up, it  is  in 
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time  to  write  more  than  a  hasty  ill  digested  Letter;  This,  how- 
ever, I  shall  attempt  to  do  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  4th.  Inst. 

In  my  last  I  informed  you,  (as  well  as  I  can  recollect  the  con- 
tents of  the  letter)  that  the  friends  (I  do  not  confine  myself 
to  the  relations  only)  of  Mr.  Custis,  were  divided  in  their  opin- 
ions, of  the  propriety  of  his  travelling,  not  because  they  thought 
advantages  would  not  result  from  it,  but  on  account  of  the  ex- 
pense, as  he  would  commence  his  tour  with  so  heavy  a  charge, 
as  you  thought  sufficient  to  induce  you  to  accompany  him, 
which  would  at  once  anticipate  half  his  income;  for  his  estate 
is  of  that  kind,  which  rather  comes  under  the  denomination 
of  a  large  than  a  profitable  one.  He  has  it  is  true  a  good  deal  of 

his  majesty's  power  to  prevent  the  colonies  from  availing  themselves  of  the  late  ces- 
sion in  that  quarter,  till  it  can  be  done  with  safety  and  the  common  consent  of  all  who 
have  just  pretensions  to  it."  (See  Sir  William  Johnson's  letter  to  Gage, Dec.  16, 1768.) 

This  plan  reappears  in  London  in  1770.  "A  society  of  us,  in  which  some  of  the 
first  people  in  England  are  engaged,  and  in  which  you  and  Colonel  Croghan  are  made 
original  partakers,  have  concluded  a  bargain  with  the  Treasury  for  a  large  tract  of 
land  lying  and  fronting  on  the  Ohio  (part  of  the  lands  lately  ceded  by  the  Indians 
to  Great  Britain),  large  enough  for  a  government.  Having  it  suggested  to  us  by 
Lord  Hillsborough  that  it  would  be  right  that  we  should  have  a  charter  of  govern- 
ment, in  consequence  of  this  bargain  so  concluded,  we  arc  next  to  apply  to  the  Council 
Board,  that  the  grant  may  issue.  We  expect  to  meet  with  opposition,  and  some  objec- 
tions arising  from  the  impressions  made  by  such  opposition,  yet  have  no  doubt  of 
carrying  this  point,  as  we  have  settled  the  main  point.  As  soon  as  the  grant  has  issued 
we  are  to  apply  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  on  the  subject  of  the  charter."  (See  Thomas 
Pownall's  letter  to  Sir  William  Johnson,  April,  1770.)  The  application  for  the  grant 
was  made  in  behalf  of  the  company  by  Thomas  Walpole,  a  London  banker,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  John  Sargent,  and  Samuel  Wharton,  but  was  opposed  by  Lord  Hillsborough 
in  a  report  that  gave  Franklin  an  opportunity  to  make  such  a  crushing  reply  as  to  lead 
to  Hillsborough's  resignation  from  the  cabinet.  (See  Franklin's  Wor\s  (Bigelow's 
edition),  vol.  4,  pp.  137,  495.)  This  company,  known  as  die  Grand  Company,  or 
Walpole's  Grant,  received  its  grant  in  1772. 

In  September,  1768,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wilkins,  armed  with  wide  powers  of 
administration  and  bringing  "orders  for  the  establishment  of  a  court  of  justice  in 
Illinois  for  the  administration  of  the  laws  and  the  adjustment  and  trial  of  all  contro- 
versies existing  between  the  people  relating  to  debts  or  property,  either  real  or 
personal,"  took  command  of  Fort  Pitt.  In  defiance  of  the  King's  proclamation  of 
1763,  Colonel  Wilkins  began  to  make  large  grants  of  domain,  and  among  others  was 
one  said  to  contain  13,986  acres,  but  in  reality  covered  some  30,000  acres,  made  to 
John  Baynton,  Samuel  Wharton,  and  George  Morgan,  merchants  of  Philadelphia, 
who  "trading  in  this  country,  have  greatly  contributed  to  his  majesty's  service."  This 
grant  lay  between  the  villages  of  Kaskaskia  and  Prairie  du  Rocher  in  the  present 
county  of  Randolph.  In  1809  the  commissioners  rejected  a  claim  based  upon  this 
grant  on  the  ground  that  Wilkins  had  no  authority  to  make  it. — Ford. 
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land  and  a  great  many  slaves,  but  the  former  is  more  to  be 
esteemed  for  the  situation  than  the  quality,  being  indifferent 
and  much  worn,  so  that  large  crops  cannot  be  made  from 
them.  These  doubtful  opinions  was  sufficient  cause,  I  observed 
in  my  last  for  me  to  be  circumspect  in  my  conduct,  as  I  had 
another  tribunal  to  account  to  besides  that  in  my  own  breast, 
for  the  part  I  was  to  act  on  this  occasion.  For  you  cannot  but 
know,  that  every  farthing,  which  is  expended  in  behalf  of  this 
young  gentleman,  must  undergo  the  inspection  of  the  General 
Court,  in  their  examination  of  my  guardianship  accounts,  and 
that  it  would  be  imprudent  in  me  to  permit  him  to  launch  into 
any  uncommon  or  expensive  pursuits,  (especially  at  a  time 
when  a  heavy  and  expensive  chancery  suit  is  instituted  against 
his  estate,)  without  first  knowing  whether  such  an  expence 
would  be  approved  by  those,  who  had  a  constitutional  right 
to  judge  of  the  expediency  or  propriety  of  the  measure. 

These  are  the  reasons  why  I  said  in  my  last  letter,  that  my 
own  inclinations  were  still  as  strong  as  ever  for  Mr.  Custis's 
pursuing  his  travelling  scheme,  provided  the  Court  should 
approve  of  the  expense,  (I  did  not  want  their  opinion  of  the 
utility  of  travelling)  and  provided  also  that  it  should  appear, 
when  his  judgment  is  a  little  more  matured,  that  he  is  desirous 
of  undertaking  this  tour  upon  a  plan  of  improvement,  rather 
than  a  vague  desire  of  gratifying  an  idle  curiosity,  or  spending 
his  money ;  for  by  the  bye,  if  his  mother  does  not  speak  her  own 
sentiments,  rather  than  his,  he  is  lukewarm  in  the  scheme;  and 
I  cannot  help  giving  it  as  my  opinion,  that  his  education,  from 
what  I  have  understood  of  his  improvement,  (however  ad- 
vanced it  may  be  for  a  youth  of  his  age,)  is  by  no  means  ripe 
enough  for  a  travelling  tour;  not  that  I  think  his  becoming  a 
mere  scholar  is  a  desirable  education  for  a  gentleman;  but  I 
conceive  a  knowledge  of  books  is  the  basis  upon  which  other 
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knowledge  is  to  be  built;  and  that  it  is  men  and  things  more 
than  books  he  is  to  be  acquainted  with  by  travelling.  At  present, 
however  well  versed  he  may  be  in  the  principles  of  the  Latin 
language  (which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  he  began  the 
study  of  it  as  soon  as  he  could  speak),  he  is  unacquainted  with 
several  of  their  classical  authors,  which  might  be  useful  to  him 
to  read.  He  is  ignorant  of  Greek,  (the  advantages  of  learn- 
ing which  I  do  not  pretend  to  judge  of),  knows  nothing  of 
French,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  him  as  a  traveller; 
little  or  nothing  acquainted  with  arithmetic,  and  totally  igno- 
rant of  the  mathematics;  than  which,  so  much  of  it  at  least  as 
relates  to  surveying,  nothing  can  be  more  essentially  necessary 
to  any  man  possessed  of  a  large  landed  estate,  the  bounds  of 
some  part  or  other  of  which  are  always  in  controversy. 

Now,  whether  he  has  time  between  this  and  next  spring  to 
acquire  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  these,  or  so  much  of  them  as 
are  requisite,  I  leave  you  to  judge;  and  whether  a  boy  of  seven- 
teen years  old,  which  will  be  his  age  next  November  can  have 
any  just  notions  of  the  end  and  design  of  travelling  ?  I  have  al- 
ready given  it  as  my  opinion,  that  it  would  be  precipitating  this 
event,  unless  he  was  to  go  immediately  to  the  university  for 
a  couple  of  years,  and  in  which  case  he  could  see  nothing  of 
America;  which  might  be  a  disadvantage  to  him,  as  it  is  to  be 
expected  that  every  man,  who  travels  with  a  view  of  observing 
the  laws  and  customs  of  other  countries,  should  be  able  to  give 
some  description  of  the  situation  and  government  of  his  own. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  impossible  for  me  at  this  time  to  give  a 
more  decisive  answer,  however  strongly  inclined  I  may  be  to 
put  you  upon  an  absolute  certainty  in  this  affair,  than  I  have 
done;  and  I  should  think  myself  wanting  in  candor,  if  I  con- 
cealed any  circumstances  from  you,  which  leads  me  to  fear, 
that  there  is  a  possibility,  if  not  a  probability,  that  the  whole 
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design  may  be  totally  defeated ;  and  therefore  I  add,  that  before 
I  ever  thought  myself  at  liberty  to  encourage  this  plan,  I  judged 
it  highly  reasonable  and  necessary,  that  his  mother  should  be 
consulted.  I  laid  your  first  letter  and  proposals  before  her,  and 
desired  that  she  would  ponderate  well,  before  she  resolved,  as 
an  unsteady  behavior  might  be  a  disadvantage  to  you.  Her 
determination  was,  that,  if  it  appeared  to  be  his  inclination  to 
undertake  this  tour,  and  it  should  be  adjudged  for  his  benefit, 
she  would  not  oppose  it,  whatever  pangs  it  might  give  her  to  part 
with  him.  This  declaration  she  still  adheres  to,  but  in  so  faint  a 
manner,  that  I  think,  what  with  her  fears  and  his  indifference, 
it  will  soon  be  declared  that  he  has  no  inclination  to  go,  the  con- 
sequence of  which  is  too  obvious  to  be  mentioned.  I  do  not  say 
that  this  will  be  the  case;  I  cannot  speak  positively.  But  as  this 
is  the  result  of  my  own  reflections  upon  the  matter,  I  thought  it 
but  fair  to  communicate  them  to  you. 

Several  causes,  I  believe,  have  concurred  to  make  her  view  his 
departure,  (as  the  time  approaches)  with  more  reluctance  than 
she  expected.  The  unhappy  situation  of  her  daughter  has  in 
some  degree  fixed  her  eyes  upon  him  as  her  only  hope.  Add  to 
this  the  doubts  of  her  friends,  &c,  to  what  I  have  already  said,  I 
can  only  add,  that  my  warmest  wishes  are  to  see  him  prosecute 
a  plan,  at  a  proper  period,  which  I  am  sure  must  redound  to  his 
advantage,  and  that  nothing  shall  be  wanted  on  my  part  to  aid 
and  assist  him  in  it.  In  the  event  of  his  going,  I  should  think 
myself  highly  favoured,  and  him  much  honored,  by  Governor 
Eden's  letters  of  introduction.  Such,  with  others  that  might  be 
procured,  could  not  fail  of  having  their  advantages. 

You  will  please  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mr.Dulany,and 
assure  him,  that  I  have  not  the  least  vestige  of  a  house  at  the 
Frederic  Springs,  otherwise  it  should  have  been,  if  unengaged, 
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much  at  his  service.  The  two  seasons  I  spent  there  was  in  a 
house  of  Mr.  Mercer's. 

I  scarce  know  what  answer  to  give  to  the  papers  you  trans- 
mitted to  me  as  an  executor  of  the  will  of  Col.  Thos.  Colvill, 
deceased.  The  affairs  of  that  estate  are  unhappily  involved  with 
John  Semple,  to  whom  Colo.  Colvill  in  his  life  time  sold  a  tract 
of  land  in  Maryland,  called  Merryland,  for  I  think  ^2600  ster- 
ling and  from  whom  we  can  neither  get  the  money  nor  land. 
Till  this  matter  is  settled  the  executors  are  unable  to  pay  off  the 
Legacies  in  this  country,  consequently  can  answer  no  demands 
of  the  residuary  legatees  in  England,  who  only  come  in  for  the 
surplusage  if  any  there  be.  I  believe  there  will  be  more  than 
sufficient  to  discharge  the  debts  and  legacies  here,  but  the  over- 
plus will  be  trifling.  I  am,  &c.36 

*To  JOHN  DIDSBURY 

July  18, 1771. 

Sir:  Inclosd  you  have  three  measures,  by  which  you  will 

please  to  make  the  following  Shoes  and  Boots. 

For  Geo:  Washington 
3  pr.  neat  light  Shoes    stitch'd  and  bound 
3  pr.  neat  but  stronger    Ditto 
1  pr.  neat  and  thin  Boots  for  Summer  Wear 

with  Straps  and  Buckles  to    Ditto 
1  pr.  Neat  double  vamp'd  Do  Do   Do 

«U»  M.  M.  M.  M. 

1r  «91F  *&  =n?  ZfF 

I  have  sent  you  a  fresh  measure  for  myself  because  the  Shoes 
w'ch  I  have  had  from  you  latterly  were  rather  too  small.  Make 
out  the  above  Accts.  seperately.  Messrs.  Cary  &  Co.  will  pay 

33 The  text  is  from  Washington's  "Letter  Book,"  in  the  writing  of  Bartholomew 
Dandridge.  Ford's  text,  which  differs  in  some  particulars,  was  taken  from  page  336 
of  the  Catalogue  of  the  Stevens  Sale  (1872). 
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for  the  whole  and  it  will  be  necessary  that  you  distinguish  the 
Shoes  &ca.  by  writing  each  person's  name  on  their  own.37 1  am, 
Sir,  etc. 

*To  [THOMAS  GIBSON]88 

July  18, 1771. 
Sir:  The  followg.  are  direction's  by  w'ch  you  will  please  to 
make  a  Coat  and  Waistcoat  for  me,  and  Sundry  things  for  Mr. 
Custis,  pr.  our  Measures  Inclosed. 

A  Plain  Coat  for  riding,  of  Superfine  blew  broad  Cloth, 

with  plain  flat  dble  gilt  Buttons 
A  Waistct.  to  suit  Do  either  of  the  same  Cloth  or  otherwise 

as  shall  be  thought  most  genteel  no  Brees.  will  be 

wantg.  of  (Cloth)  as  Buck  are  wrote  for. 

For  Mr.  Custis 

A  Very  hande.  and  fashe.  Suit  of  Cloaths  made  of  Superfe. 

brd.  Cloth  for  Dress 
A  Very  hande.  and  fashe.  Suit  of  thinr.  Do  for  Sumr.  Wear, 

made  eithr.  of  brd.  Clth.,  Cassimr.  of  Silk  for  Do 
2  fashe.  and  hande.  Wash'd  Inda.  Waistts.  one  with  gold  the 

other  with  Silvr.  Sprigs.,  if  they  be  in  taste,  if  not 

something  fashionable  in  lieu  of  them. 
A  handsome  Silk  Do  Fashe.  made 
A  pr.  of  black  Silk  kitt  Breeches 
A  pr.  of  Superfine  Everlasting  Ditto 
A  fase.  Sartout  Coat  of  best  blew  Bever  Coating. 

If  it  even  shd.  be  the  taste  of  the  prest.  times  to  wear  short 
Cloaths  I  shd.  not  like  to  have  mine  made  in  the  extreame  of  it, 
as  it  is  a  fashion  I  nev'r  admird.  And  as  Mr.  Custis  is  yet  a 
growg.  it  w'd  be  imprudent  to  dock  his  too  much  least  they 


"This  order  included  shoes  for  John  Parke  Custis  and  Lund  Washington,  the 
specifications  for  which  are  here  omitted. 

38 This  addressee  is  left  blank  in  Washington's  "Letter  Book."  He  had,  evidently, 
changed  from  Charles  Lawrence,  his  former  tailor,  to  Thomas  Gibson,  of  Clements 
Lane,  Lombard  Street,  London.  This,  the  Didsbury  letter  of  this  same  date,  and  the  in- 
voice of  July  18  were  inclosed  in  Washington's  letter  to  Robert  Cary  &  Co.  of  July  20. 
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shd.  be  too  sml.  when  they  arrive;  for  this  reason  also  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  lay  in  a  little  of  the  Cloth  at  the  Seams  that  the 
Cloaths  may  be  let  out  if  they  should  proove  too  small.  I  am 
Sir,  etc. 

*To  MAUDIUT  &  COMPANY 

Mount  Vernon,  [July  20, 177 1.] 
Gentn:  Yr.  Lettr.  of  the  31st.  of  Octr.  last  yr.  came  to  my 
hands  sometime  in  May  last.  What  I  wrote  to  Messrs.  Cary  & 
Co.  respectg.  the  Duffield  you  sent  me  was  in  the  words  follow- 
ing w'ch  I  insert  that  you  may  judge  how  far  they  did,  and 
what  cause  I  had  to  reflect  upon  your  conduct.  "  Whenlopen'd 
the  Package  a  ps.  of  Duffield  chargd  ;£  4.13.6  was  found  eaten 
to  a  honey  Comb  by  Moth,  wheth'r  this  was  the  effect  of  long 
lying,  or  carelessness  of  the  Woolen  Draper  I  shall  not  undert'e 
to  determ'e  but  certain  it  is  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  get  a  single 
Garmt.  out  of  the  whole  piece.  By  Merchts.  more  accustom'd 
to  the  Importn.  of  Goods  that  I  am,  I  have  been  told  that  it 
must  have  been  packd  up  in  the  Order  I  reed,  it,  as  there  is 
no  such  thing  as  Moth's  eating  in  a  close  parcel.  If  this  really 
is  the  case  it  is  a  species  of  dealg.  w'ch  does  not  reflect  much 
hon'r  upon  the  reputation  of  Messrs.  Mauduit,  Wright  &  Co." 
These  are  the  express  Words  of  my  Lettr.;  and  I  have  to  add 
that,  this  ps.  of  Duffield  was  packd  in  a  Truss  w'h  9  dozn.  pr. 
Plaid  Hose  and  these  agn.  in  a  Chest  with  Sundry  other  Arti- 
cles amg.  w'ch  was  also  a  ps.  of  Duffield  from  you  to  J.  P.  Custis 
not  one  of  w'ch  had  the  least  appe.  of  Moth  in  them,  w'ch  led 
me  to  think  that  the  damage  must  have  happd.  before  it  was 
pack'd.  It  may  be  necessary  however  to  observe,  that  these 
Goods  were  bot.  in  Deer,  and  did  not  reach  my  hands  till  the 
mide.  of  June,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  me,  as  I  intimated 
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in  my  Letter,  to  determine  with  precision  when,  or  how  the 
Fly  got  into  the  Cloth;  but  as  nothg.  else,  not  even  the  Hose 
w'ch  were  in  the  same  par'e  was  in  the  smallest  degree  touch'd 
there  was  a  presumptive  proof  that  the  Damage  happ'd  before 
packing  tho'  it  might  not  be  discovered  till  after  it  was  opened. 
As  I  did  not  return  the  Cloth  (which  indeed  was  for  want  of 
opperty.)  and  the  end  of  my  Complaint  was  not  to  obtain  an 
abatemt.  in  the  price  but  to  guard  ag'st  a  like  Inconve.  as  it  is 
not  more  the  loss  than  the  disappointmt.  w'ch  becomes  the 
Subject  of  my  Complaint.  I  am  Gentn.,  etc. 

*To  ROBERT  CARY  &  COMPANY 

Mt.  Vernon,  July  20, 1771. 
Gentlemen:  Our  Goods  by  the  Liberty,  Captn.  Walker, 
came  to  hand  in  good  order,  and  soon  after  his  arrival;  as  they 
generally  will  do  when  shipped  in  a  Vessel  to  this  River,  and 
scarcely  ever  when  they  go  to  any  others  (unless  they  should 
be  despatched  in  one  of  your  own  ships,  and  the  Captain  par- 
ticularly Instructed  concerning  the  delivery  of  them.)  For  it 
don't  often  happen  that  a  Vessel  bound  to  one  River  has  goods 
of  any  consequence  for  another,  and  the  Masters,  in  these  cases 
keep  the  packages  till  an  accidental  conveyance  offers,  and  for 
want  of  better  oppertunities,  frequently  commit  them  to  boat- 
men  who  care  very  little  for  the  Goods  so  they  get  their  freight, 
and  often  Land  them  where  it  suits  their  convenience,  not 
where  they  have  engaged  to  do,  which  was  the  case  of  those 
Parcels  sent  by  Saunderson.  It  is  to  little  purpose,  therefore,  to 
recommend  it  to  us  to  seek  redress  of  the  masters  for  these 
delays  or  abuses  (though  it  may  be  the  only  remedy  left)  unless 
the  injury  is  of  so  extensive  a  nature  as  to  make  it  worth  while 
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to  be  at  some  expense  and  trouble  to  watch  for  and  find  out  the 
Captains.  Our  Situation  in  this  Country  differs  very  widely 
from  yours;  a  ship  going  from  Virginia  to  London  is  always, 
and  with  ease,  to  be  met  with  at  that  part;  but  a  ship  from 
London  to  Virginia  may  be  in  Rappahannock,  or  any  of  the 
other  Rivers,  three  months  before  I  know  anything  of  her  ar- 
rival, and  may  make  twenty  Voyages  without  my  seeing,  or 
even  hearing  of  the  Captain;  in  the  same  manner  that  vessels 
may  Trade  to  Liverpool,  Whitehaven,  or  Bristol,  unknown  to 
you.  It  is  more  expedient,  therefore,  to  prevent  the  Evil,  than 
to  redress  it  afterwards,  and  this  is  very  easily  done  by  sending 
the  Goods  out  in  ships  belonging  to  the  River  they  are  destined 
for.  So  much  in  answer  for  that  part  of  your  Letter  of  the  13th 
of  November  advising  me  to  make  Saunderson  (a  man  I  never 
saw  in  my  life,  and  perhaps  never  shall)  pay  the  extra  expence 
I  was  put  to  in  getting  my  Goods  from  Mr.  Bland's  warehouse 
at  Boyds  Hole.39 

There  are  several  other  Passages  in  the  letter  above  men- 
tioned that  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  take  some  notice 
of;  not  that  I  am  fond  of  dwelling  upon  a  subject  that  is  full  as 
disagreeable  to  me  as  it  can  be  to  you,  but  because  there  is  one 
paragraph  in  particular  in  it,  respecting  the  Window  glass, 
which  appears  to  me  to  contain  an  Implication  of  my  having 
deviated  from  the  truth;  why  else  should  you  require,  in  the 
name  of  the  person  you  bought  of,  a  Square  to  be  sent  you  ? 
And  what  end  was  it  to  answer,  but  to  charge  me  indirectly 
with  a  misrepresentation  of  the  Fact  ?  For  if  it  was  supposed 
by  Mrs.  Dennis  that  I  had  related  a  Falsehood,  it  might  as  well 
have  been  imagined,  that  I  would  have  practised  a  deceit;  as 
there  could  have  been  no  difficulty  in  making  Mrs.  Ann  Dennis 

39 On  the  Potomac,  in  Stafford  County,  Va. 
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a  square  of  8  by  10  out  of  9  and  11,  and  any  one  who  would  con- 
descend to  practise  the  one  would  not  hesitate  to  execute  the 
other;  But,  however  Credulous  I  may  have  been  in  relation  to 
the  Prices  of  Tobacco,  I  could  not  well  have  been  so  in  respect 
to  the  measurement  of  the  glass  when  I  built  a  house  with 
sashes  9  by  11,  and  got  squares  that  would  not  fit  them.  I  do 
not  repeat  this  matter  with  a  view  of  having  any  allowance 
made  me;  I  neither  want  nor  would  accept  of  any;  but  to  shew 
that  it  is  much  more  likely  Mrs.  Dennis  should  put  up  a  box 
of  8  by  10  through  carelessness  or  by  mistake,  than  that  I  should 
mistake  the  size  when  I  came  to  use  it.  I  had  nothing  more  in 
view  when  I  made  the  complaint  first,  than  to  shew  how  inat- 
tentive the  tradesmen  and  shopkeepers  sometimes  are,  that  I 
might  be  relieved  from  the  like  inconveniences  for  the  time  to 
come.  This  was  my  reason  also  for  taking  notice  of  the  Duf- 
field  from  Mauduit  &  Co,  not  that  I  expected  any  deduction 
from  the  price  as  he  could  not  see  the  condition  of  the  cloth 
for  want  of  my  having  an  opportunity  of  reshipping  it,  an 
inconvenience  we  are  obliged  to  Submit  to  and  is  among  the 
disadvantages  attending  my  Shipping  to  a  House  that  has  no 
Connection  with  the  River  I  live  on,  and  it  is  seldom  we  have 
it  in  our  power  of  sending  any  little  trifling  matters  which 
want  repairs,  alterations,  &c.  to  London,  not  choosing  to  put 
Captains  of  Vessels,  with  whom  we  have  no  concern,  nor  any 
way  of  obliging  in  return,  to  any  trouble  in  sending  for  or  tak- 
ing the  charge  of  them.  So  likewise  is  it  a  disadvantage  on  Acct. 
of  your  Letters  which  come  chiefly  by  York  and  James  River 
Ships,  by  which  means  I  have  the  postage  from  Williamsburg 
to  Alexandria  always  to  pay,  which  upon  a  letter  that  contains 
an  Account  of  Sales,  or  that  has  anything  else  Enclosed,  amounts 
often  to  four,  five,  and  sometimes  eight  or  ten  shillings,  which 
in  the  end  increases  to  no  trifling  Sum. 
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I  observe  what  you  have  said  in  respect  to  the  purchase  of 
our  Goods  with  ready  Cash;  it  is  what  those  who  have  money 
in  your  hands,  or  who  pay  Interest  for  the  Loan  of  yours,  have 
an  undoubted  right,  to  expect.  And  if  we  are  allowed  the  bene- 
fits of  debenture,  and  the  prompt  payment  of  Goods  (for  I  am 
told,  the  Tradesmen  and  Shopkeepers  generally,  if  not  always, 
make  out  their  Notes  on  twelve  or  more  months'  Credit,  ac- 
cording to  the  general  run  of  their  dealings,  and  then  discount 
according  to  the  payments)  I  say,  if  these  are  allowed,  it  is  all 
we  have  a  right  to  expect;  and  yet,  I  do  aver  that  I  can  buy 
Linnen  and  many  other  Articles  in  the  Stores  here  in  their 
Sterlingway  of  dealing,  cheaper  than  I  can  Import  them,  which 
is  a  mistery  not  easy  to  be  accounted  for,  as  I  do  not  conceive 
that  you  are  charged  the  retail  prices  for  the  Goods  you  pur- 
chase: For  though  the  quantity  that  I,  or  any  other  Individual, 
may  want  is  small,  yet,  when  it  is  considered  that  one  Person 
has  a  demand  for  twenty  pounds  worth,  another  for  Fifty,  a 
third  for  an  hundred,  and  so  on  to  the  amount  of  thousands 
for  any  Article  (Linnen  for  example),  to  be  shipped  of  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  surely  the  whole  is  of  dignity  enough  to 
bring  you  under  the  denomination  of  a  wholesale  purchaser, 
and  sufficient  to  entitle  you  to  all  the  benefits  of  a  drawback 
upon  the  exported  goods.  This  is  the  light  in  which  things 
have  always  appeared  to  me.  I  may  be  mistaken,  however,  in 
my  conjectures  for  want  of  better  knowledge  of  trade;  and  if 
I  expect  any  thing  that  is  unreasonable,  or  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  of  a  just,  fair  and  practicable  commerce,  I  am 
sure  I  do  not  desire  to  be  indulged  in  it.  But  I  cannot  help  add- 
ing that  it  has  ever  been  my  opinion  that  in  return,  for  the 
heavy  charges  upon  our  Tobacco  and  the  ample  and  uncom- 
mon Commissions  which  are  drawn  upon  the  Sales  of  it,  we 
ought  to  reap  every  advantage  which  can  be  procured  in  the 
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purchase  of  our  Goods.  Otherwise  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
to  what  end  we  Import  them.    *    *    *40 

I  must  request  the  favour  of  you  to  be  particular  in  directing 
the  Scythe  Maker  to  furnish  me  Scythes  exactly  agreeable  to 
my  Order,  otherwise  they  will  be  of  very  little  use  to  me;  As, 
in  the  first  Instt.  I  have  given  the  Size  that  suits  our  business 
best,  in  the  next,  as  they  are  intended  to  fix  to  Cradles  for 
cutting  our  Wheat  and  other  grain,  if  one  Scythe  gives  way  in 
the  throng  time  of  Harvest  another  can  be  put  to  the  same 
Cradle  immediately,  without  loss  of  time;  Whereas  a  Scythe 
differing  in  length  or  shape,  requires  a  Cradle  proportionate 
and  takes  more  time  to  make  than  we  have  to  spare  at  diat  busy 
Season;  so  in  like  manner  I  am  to  beg  that,  where  particular 
direction's  is  given  touching  any  other  Article,  it  may  be  at- 
tended to  accordingly. 

Our  Association  in  Virginia  for  the  Non-importation  of 
Goods  is  now  at  an  end  except  against  Tea,  paper,  glass,  and 
painters'  Colors  of  Foreign  Manufacture:  You  will  please, 
therefore,  to  be  careful  that  none  of  the  glass,  Paper,  &c,  con- 
tained in  my  Invoices,  are  of  those  kinds  which  are  subject 
to  the  duty  Imposed  by  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
a  Revenue  in  America. 

The  late  great  Calamity  which  has  befallen  this  Country  by 
the  overflowing  of  the  waters  will  be  communicated  to  you 
I  expect  through  so  many  different  Channels  that  it  is  scarce 
worth  my  while  to  touch  upon  the  subject.  Neither  my  ward 
nor  self  has  sustained  any  damage  by  this  disaster,  but  it  is  ex- 
pected, that  it  cannot  fail  to  have  some  effect  upon  the  prices  of 
Tobo.  In  which  case  we  suppose  ours  will  reap  the  advantage 
of  it  as  well  as  others. 


"The  omitted  paragraph  is  a  minor  detail  of  shipping  directions. 


1771]  GOODS  FROM  LONDON  61 

INVOICE  OF  GOODS  TO  BE  SHIPD  BY  ROBERT  CARY  &  CO. 
FOR  THE  USE  OF  GEO.  WASHINGTON,  POTOMACK 
RIVER,  VIRGINIA,  VIZ. 

July  18, 1771. 

W  tF  W  W  it 

1  dozn.  best  Cambrick  Handfs.  with  Purple  borders 
rd.  the  edge  a  3/6 

***** 

Y2  a  piece  of  Scarlet  brd.  Cloth  a  9/  pr.  yd.  Silk,  twist, 

and  thrd.  Sufft.  to  make  up  Do 
i  ps.  best  drab  cold.  Duffield  6/4  a  3/ 

2  pr.  Mens  Knitt  thrd.  Gloves  with  longer 

fingers  for  a  larger  hand  with  a  slit  in  the 
forefinger  and  thumb 

1  pr.  White  Silk    Do    Do    Do 

2  pr.  Men's  best  buck  Gloves  with  long  fingers  and  to  fit  a 
large  hand 

***** 

6  dozn.  best  Mogul  Playing  Cards 

A  ruled  Ledgr.  of  good  Papr.  9  Inchs.  by  15  with  Strg.  Clasps, 

Alphabeted  and  to  contn.  400  Pags. 
A  Prayr.  Book  with  the  new  Version  of  Psalms  and  good  plain 

type,  covd.  with  red  Moroco.,  to  be  7  Inchs.  long  4%  wide, 

and  as  thin  as  possible  for  the  greatr.  ease  of  caryg.  in 

the  Pocket. 
The  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Parish  Officer  by  Ricd.  Burn  4 

vols.  Newest  Edition 
A  Man's  very  best  Bear.  Hat,  fashe.  to  fit  a  la.  Hd. 
A  Riding  Coat  and  Waistcoat  pr.  Measr.  and  Letter  to  whom  you 

may  direct  it  being  a  good  Taylor 
A  Topaz  or  some  other  handsome  Stone  fixd  in  the  gold  Sockt.  sent, 

wh.  the  Washington  Arms  neady  engravd  thereon 
Another  Stone  fixd  in  the  other  gold  Socket  with  the  Washington 

Crest,  and  the  Watch  Chn.  repd. 
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i  Sein  75  fathm.  Long  when  Rigd  fit  for  Haulg.  to  be  10  feet 
deep  in  the  middle  and  8  at  the  ends  wh.  Meshes  fit 
for  the  Herrg.  Fishery.  The  Corks  to  be  2V2  feet 
asundr.,  the  Leads  5  feet  a  part  to  be  made  of  the  best 
3  strd.  (smal)  Twined  and  Tan'd. 

400  fathom  of  White  Inch  Rope  for  Hauling  the  above  Sein 

150  fathom  of  Deep  Sea  Line 

A  Man's  very  best  Riding  Sadie  of  Hogskin  and  large  with  fashe. 
Stirrps.,  long  Stirrs.  Leathers  Girth,  Cirsingle  and 
dble  Reind  Bridle  with  the  best  kind  of  Bitts,  the  whole 
to  be  made  by  a  good  Workman  but  not  to  exceed  ^4  or  ^4.10.0 

A  very  neat  and  fashe.  New  Markt.  Sadie  Cloth  (large  to  the  above 
Sadie,  not  to  exceed  30  or  40/ 

2  pr.  of  Spare  Stirrup  Leather's 

2  Crupper's  2  Cirsingles 

6  Girths  6  Leather  Halters 

1  large  and  best  Portmanteau  Sadie  and  Pillion 

1  Cloak  Bag  to  Carry  behind  a  Servt.  for  the  safe  guard  of  a  great 
Coat 

1  dozn.  Cheapest  kind  of  Plow  Bridles  with  smal  Hempen  Reins 

8  best  Leather  Horse  Collars 

Doctr.  Tysotts  Practice  of  Physick 

Note,  the  Watch  Chain  and  Seal  Sockets  were  given  to 
Captn.  Peterson. 

*To  ROBERT  CARY  &  COMPANY 

Mount  Vernon,  August  12, 1771. 
Gentn:  On  the  20th.  Ulto.  I  wrote  you  fully,  and  Inclosed  In- 
voices of  such  Goods  as  Mr.,  Miss  Custis,  and  myself  wanted; 
since  then  I  have  recollected  some  Articles  which  were  omitted, 
and  which  I  now  beg  may  be  added,  and  forwarded  with  the 
other  Goods 

Holster's,  or  Covers  for  a  pair  of  Pistols 

(about  12  Inches  long  streight  measure,  which 
I  have  by  me)  to  fit  the  Saddle  order'd  in  my 
last  for  GW,  this  to  be  in  the  newest  Taste  and 
handsome 
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The  like  for  Mr.  Custis's  Sadie  with  a  handsome 

pr.  of  Pistols  to  Suit  Ditto, 
A  Fash'e  and  handsome  small  Sword  wt.  Belt 

Swivels  &ca.  complt.  for  Ditto 
A  Neat  Sword  Belt  with  Swivels  &ca.  for  GW 
3  fash'e  Watch  Keyes,  size  of  the  Inclosd 
6  More  Horse  Collars,  than  were  wrote  for  in  my  last 
8  Housings  for  Waggon  Harness 
ioo  Weight  of  Allum 

And,  which  is  an  Article  of  more  consequence  than  all  the  rest 
to  me  and  the  principal  end  of  my  writing  to  you  at  this  time,  a 
pair  of  French  Burr  Millstones  of  John  Cooper  agreeable  to  the 
Inclosed  Letter  of  Daniel  Williams's  and  the  Memm.  of  Wil- 
liam Roberts  my  Miller  thereon.  I  must  through  you  request 
this  Cooper  to  be  very  particular  in  his  choice  of  the  Stone  that 
the  whole  may  be  of  a  good  and  even  quality.  I  should  not  In- 
cline to  give  any  extravagent  Sum  for  them  on  the  one  hand 
nor  miss  of  getting  a  pair  of  good  ones  by  limiting  the  price 
on  the  other;  and  therefore  leave  it  to  you  to  consult  with  the 
Sellar  on  a  price  that  a  good  pair  can  be  bought  for.  It  will  be 
unnecessary  to  add  that  the  sooner  these  can  be  sent  to  me  the 
better;  Williams's  Letter  (which  I  send  in  hopes  of  stimulating 
Cooper  to  a  good  choice)  will  shew  that  I  have  been  disap- 
pointed in  my  first  attempt  and  consequently  must  require 
them  as  soon  as  you  can  get  them  forwarded  which  I  hope  will 
be  along  with  my  Goods.  I  remain  Gentn.,  etc. 

To  MRS.  MARGARET  SAVAGE 

Mount  Vernon,  September  5, 1771. 

Madam:  As  I  have  some  suspicion  that  my  letters  do  not  get 

to  hand  with  the  regularity  they  ought,  I  shall  enclose  you  a 

copy  of  my  last,  since  which,  about  the  middle  of  June  I  was 

favou'd  with  yours,  of  the  10th.  Deer,  informing  me  of  your 
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third  power  of  Attorney  to  Mr.  Piper41  which  I  wish  had  come 
to  hand  about  two  months  sooner  as  your  second  power,  to 
Mr.  Montgomerie,  revok'd  the  first  to  Colo.  Mason,  and  re- 
duced Mr.  Fairfax  and  myself  to  our  usual  perplexity  of  not 
knowing  how  to  act  under  such  duplicit  conduct,  it  being  un- 
necessary to  attempt  the  recovery  of  money  from  a  person  into 
whose  hands  it  was  immediately  to  be  paid. 

For  sometime,  indeed  for  many  months,  we  evaded  a  meet- 
ing with  Mr.  Montgomerie,  and  tho'  we  coud  not  absolutely 
refuse  a  settlement  with  him,  we  endeavour'd,  and  did  delay  it 
till  the  middle  of  April,  when  his  importunity  was  no  longer 
to  be  withstood;  we  were  then  obliged  to  give  the  Bond  a  dis- 
charge for  the  Annuity  due  thereon  till  the  January  preceeding; 
after  Mr.  Montgomerie  had  promis'd  that  he  would  remit  the 
money  into  your  own  hands,  which  by  the  bye,  was  a  promise 
we  had  no  right  to  insist  upon,  and  how  far  he  is  obliged 
to  perform  it  under  the  power  by  which  he  acts,  I  cannot  take 
upon  me  to  determine,  but  this  I  can  say,  that  if  you  will  adhere 
to  your  ist  appointment  of  Mr.  Piper  (who  is  willing  to  act) 
it  will  then  be  in  the  power  of  the  Trustees  to  serve  you;  as  they 
can,  at  the  expiration  of  every  year,  demand  payment  of  the 
Annuity;  and  in  case  of  refusal  or  delay  commence  Suit  imme- 
diately; by  which  means,  tho'  you  may  be  kept  a  while  out  of 
the  first  sum,  the  rest  will  come  in  tolerably  regularly  after- 
wards; and  I  do  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Fairfax  and  myself  beseech 
you  to  be  steady,  and  no  longer  suffer  the  conflict  between 
Love  and  Interest  (which  has  been  the  source  of  your  own  dis- 
quietudes and  our  perplexities)  to  sway  you  any  longer,  you 
certainly  must  by  this  time,  know  the  ultimatum  of  your  de- 
pendance  upon  the  Doctors  affection  and  support;  and  as  to 
his  threats,  and  dreadful  denunciations,  if  you  are  seperated 

41  Harry  Piper,  of  Alexandria,  Va. 
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from  him,  what  have  you  to  fear  from  them  ?  A  steady  and 
resolute  behaviour  on  your  part  will  soon  put  an  end  to  his  per- 
secution and  relieve  you  from  every  apprehension  of  abuse; 
and  though  it  is  far,  very  far  from  me,  to  foment  differences, 
or  to  instigate  a  separation  of  man  and  wife,  yet  under  the  cir- 
cumstances you  describe  yourself  to  labour,  it  is  highly  eligable, 
and  much  to  be  wished. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  add  at  present,  but  my  best  wishes, 
in  which  Mrs.  Washington  joins,  and  that  I  am,  etc. 

*ToNEILJAMIESON 

Annapolis,  September  24, 1771, 
Sir:  At  the  particular  request  of  the  Honble  Danl.  Dulany 
Esq.,  I  address  this  Letter  to  you,  a  certain  Mr.  Plowman  of  Bal- 
timore has,  unfortunately,  had  his  Vessel  seized  by  the  Boston 
Frigate,  if  it  should  becondemnd,42 1  have  to  request  the  favour 
of  you  to  facilitate  the  purchase  of  it  and  render  any  Service  you 
can  in  behalf  of  the  proprietor.  I  have  no  great  right  to  take 
this  Liberty,  but  you  will  be  good  enough,  I  hope,  to  excuse  the 
freedom  taken  by  Sir,  etc. 

To  GEORGE  CROGHAN 

Mount  Vernon,  October  21, 1771. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  18th.  of  August,  never  came 
to  my  hands  till  about  the  middle  of  this  month.  In  answer  to 
it,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  observe  that,  the  Township  contain'd  in 
the  Plat  you  sent  me,  includes  more  Land  than  I  shou'd  choose, 
or  that  would  be  convenient  for  me  to  purchase;  and  I  suppose 
by  your  laying  the  Grant  off  in  that  manner,  and  offering  me  a 

42  For  smuggling.   The  British  cruisers  on  the  American  coast  made  a  practice  of 
boarding  vessels  to  examine  for  shipments  not  permitted  export  from  the  Colonies. 
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Lott,  instead  of  15,000  acres  which  I  proposed  to  buy,  that  you 
do  not  incline  to  sell  less  in  a  parcel,  for  which  reason  I  must  de- 
cline the  purchase  altogether,  unless  I  can  get  some  person  to  join 
me,  and  at  present  I  know  of  none  that  chooses  to  be  concerned; 
but  as  I  am  going  to  Williamsburg  in  a  few  days,  it  is  possible 
I  may  meet  with  some  Gentlemen  there  who  may  incline  to 
engage  in  this  Scheme,  in  which  case,  I  will  write  to  you  by  the 
first  opportunity  after  my  return,  and  let  you  know  more  of  my 
Sentiments  on  the  subject  of  your  offer,  than  at  present  I  am 
able  to  do,  in  the  mean  while  I  have  only  to  request  that  you 
may  not  disappoint  yourself  of  a  Bargain  on  my  account. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  assurances  in  favour 
of  Captn.  Crawford,  and  shall  add  nothing  more  at  present 
than  that  I  am  with  very  great  esteem,  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

*To  GEORGE  MERCER 

Williamsburg,  November  7, 1771. 
Dear  Sir:  Since  you  first  left  this  Country,43 1  have  been  fa- 
voured with  two  Letters  from  you  one  of  them  dated  the  28th. 
of  March,  1770;  Serving  to  enter  your  own,  and  the  claims  of 
Captains  Stobo  and  Vanbraam,  to  part  of  the  200,000  Acres 
of  Land  granted  under  Governor  Dinwiddie's  Proclamation; 
and  the  other,  of  the  18th.  of  December,  which  did  not  come  to 

43  Mercer  had  been  in  England  for  upwards  of  six  years  as  the  agent  of  the  old  Ohio 
Company.  Failing  to  establish  the  claims  of  the  company,  he  approached  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  new  company,  known  as  Walpole's  Grant,  and  sought  to  merge  the 
interests  of  the  two  claimants.  This  he  accomplished,  as  on  May  7,  1770,  the  follow- 
ing agreement  was  made:  "We  the  Committee  of  the  Purchasers  of  a  Tract  of  Coun- 
try for  a  new  Province  on  the  Ohio  in  America,  do  hereby  admit  the  Ohio  Company 
as  a  co-purchaser  with  us  for  two  shares  of  the  said  Purchase  [equal  to  two  seventy- 
second  parts  of  the  entire  purchase],  in  consideration  of  the  engagement  of  their 
agent,  Col.  Mercer,  to  withdraw  the  application  of  the  said  Company  for  a  separate 
grant  within  the  limits  of  the  said  Purchase."  This  agreement  was  repudiated  by  the 
old  company.  Mercer  wrote  to  Washington  from  Dublin  (Dec.  18,  1770):  "Before  I 
left  England,  I  mentioned  my  having  agreed  with,  or  I  may  rather  say  prevailed  with, 
the  great  Land  Company  f  i.e. ,  Walpole's  Grant]  there,  that  the  200,000  Acres, claimed 
by  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  Troops,  should  be  allowed  out  of  their  small  Grant." 
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my  hands  till  about  the  first  of  last  month,  urging  the  expe- 
diency of  prosecuting  our  Right  to  those  Lands  with  Spirit. 

In  respect  to  the  first,  I  have  only  to  inform  you,  that  your 
own  claim,  as  well  that  for  your  Brother  as  yourself,  was  en- 
tered before  the  receipt  of  your  Letter,  and  that  Stobo's  and 
Vanbraam's  are  also  put  in.  In  answer  to  the  Second,  I  can  only 
add,  that  the  same  backwardness,  which  has  ever  appeared  in 
our  Honorable  Board  to  recognise  our  right  to  these  Lands, 
seems  still  to  prevail,  and  that  our  business  in  this  Affair,  is  by 
no  means,  in  that  forwardness,  which  I  could  wish,  owing  (I 
believe  I  may  say)  to  other  Causes,  as  well  as  to  a  lukewarmness 
in  those  from  whom  we  seek  redress.  The  unequal  Interest 
and  dispersed  situation  of  the  Claimants  make  a  regular  Coop- 
eration difficult.  An  undertaking  of  this  kind  cannot  be  con- 
ducted without  a  good  deal  of  expense  and  trouble;  and  the 
hazard  of  obtaining  the  Lands,  after  the  utmost  efforts  of  both 
is  such,  as  to  discourage  the  Major  part  from  lending  a  helping 
hand  whilst  a  few  are  obliged  to  wade  through  every  difficulty, 
or  relinquish  every  hope. 

Circumstanced  in  this  manner  I  did  in  behalf  of  those,  who 
had  contributed  to  the  expence  of  exploring  and  Surveying 
the  Lands,  (of  whom  you  are  one  by  means  of  your  Brother). 
Petition  the  Governor  and  Council,  that  the  quantum  of  each 
Man's  share,  according  to  his  Rank,  should  be  ascertained;  and 
each  Claimant  suffered  to  Locate  and  Survey  distinctly  by 
which  means  every  Man  would  stand  upon  his  own  bottom 
and  not  a  few  burthend  with  the  expence  of  the  whole  whilst 
the  Major  part  are  standing  aloof  waiting  the  Event;  if  favour- 
able to  come  in  for  part  of  the  Prize  but  to  pay  nothing  for  the 
Ticket  in  case  of  a  Blank.  This  petition  I  thought  so  reason- 
able, and  so  consistent  with  every  principle  of  common  justice, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  disadvantage  of  being  forced  into  large 
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Tracts,  and  the  manifest  inconvenience  of  dividing  them  after- 
wards, that  I  conceived  it  could  not  possibly  be  rejected;  but  to 
my  great  astonishment  it  was  so,  and  we  are  now  compelled 
to  be  at  the  expence  of  Surveying  our  whole  quantity  in  twenty 
Surveys,  and  then  each  Individual  subjected  to  the  charge  of 
Surveying  his  own  Separately;  by  which  means  we  are  doubly 
Taxed,  whilst  the  whole  is  held  as  a  kind  of  joint  Interest,  and 
no  man  is  certain  of  his  property,  or  can  tell  how,  or  in  what 
manner  to  dispose  of  it.  In  short,  so  many  glaring  obstacles 
opposd  their  mode  of  proceeding,  that  they  did  not  even  at- 
tempt to  remove  them,  but  contented  themselves  with  putting 
the  Soldiery  upon  a  worse  footing,  than  the  meanest  Individual 
in  the  Community,  rather  than  be  thought  to  give  a  License 
for  the  pillaging  of  his  Majesty's,  or  the  Proprietary  Lands; 
when  it  is  a  fact  well  known,  and  every  age  evinces  it,  that  no 
Country  ever  was,  or  ever  will  be  settled  without  some  Indul- 
gence; What  Inducements  have  Men  to  explore  uninhabited 
Wilds,  but  the  prospect  of  getting  good  Lands  ?  Would  any 
Man  waste  his  time,  expose  his  Fortune,  nay,  life,  in  such  a 
search,  if  he  was  to  share  the  good  and  the  bad  with  those  that 
come  after  him?  Surely  no!  and  here  we  have  Surveyed  Ten 
of  the  largest  Tracts  we  can  find  in  the  district  allowed  us,  and 
have  been  able  to  get  61,796  Acres,  and  for  this  we  have  been 
obliged  to  go  between  2  and  300  Miles  below  Fort  Pitt,  as  the 
Lands  thereabouts  are  thought  to  be  within  the  Pensylvania 
Government;  at  least,  are  Survey 'd  under  those  Rights,  and 
held  by  such  a  number  of  Individuals,  that  it  was  thought  to  be 
Impolitick  to  engage  in  private  disputes,  whilst  there  appeard 
but  a  gloomy  prospect  of  getting  any  Land  at  all. 

The  Claims,  which  have  been  presented  to  me,  are  now  all 
given  in,  and  the  Governor  and  Council  have  determind,  that 
each  officer  shall  share  by  the  Rank  in  which  he  enter'd  the 


1771]  EXPENSE  OF  BOUNTY  LANDS  69 

Service,  and  that  the  Land  shall  be  distributed  in  the  following 
manner,  viz.,  to  each  Field  Officer  15,000  Acres;  each  Captain 
9,000;  each  Subaltern  6,000,  the  Cadets  2,500  each,  600  to  a  Ser- 
geant, 500  to  a  Corporal,  and  400  to  each  private  Soldier.  They 
have  made  a  reserve  of  30,000  Acres,  as  well  to  provide  for  any 
Claims,  which  may  hereafter  come  in,  as  to  compensate  those, 
who  have  been  and  must  necessarily  continue  to  be  saddled 
with  this  expence;  which  we  find  will  not  be  very  inconsider- 
able, as  we  have  already  advanced  and  expended  near  ^200 
and  the  Surveyor  not  paid. 

This  expence  must  now  be  greatly  augmented,  as  we  shall 
be  run  to  a  considerable  charge  in  exploring  the  Lands,  before 
we  can  proceed  to  Survey  any  more,  as  it  appears  from  every 
thing  we  know  at  present  impossible  to  get  200,000  Acres  in 
20  Surveys  without  Including  Mountains  and  Inhospitable 
Hills  to  the  amount  of  near  one  half  of  it,  which  will  render 
the  grant  of  little  value,  and  be  the  source  of  much  discontent 
at  a  division.  It  behooves  Us  therefore  to  examine  the  Lands 
well  before  we  Survey.  And  give  me  leave  to  add,  that  it  will 
be  very  proper  for  you  to  give  Messrs.  Stobo  and  Vanbraam  a 
hint  that,  something  more  than  entering  their  Claims  is  neces- 
sary for  this  Work  cannot  be  carried  forward  without  an  ad- 
vance, and  I  dare  say  they  will  hardly  think  it  reasonable  to 
profit  by  the  labour  and  Purse  of  others;  it  is  highly  incumbent 
on  them,  therefore,  to  appoint  an  Agent  in  this  Country  to 
transact  their  business  and  advance  their  quotas  of  the  expence 
if  they  expect  to  share  in  the  Lands. 

To  give  you  a  minute  detail  of  the  proceedings  respecting 
this  Grant,  would  be  a  Work  of  time  to  me,  and  afford  little 
entertainment  to  you;  what  I  have  here  said  will  serve  to  give 
you  an  idea  of  the  matter  and  this  is  all  I  have  aimed  at  in  this 
Letter;  which  I  shall  readily  acknowledge  is  the  first  I  wrote 
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you  since  you  left  this  Country.  It  was  my  sincere  wish,  and 
full  Intention  to  have  kept  up  a  regular  and  friendly  inter- 
course with  you  by  Letter,  and  I  only  waited  to  be  advised 
(according  to  promise)  of  your  arrival  in  London,  and  address 
to  begin  this;  but  in  waiting  for  this  pleasure,  I  waited  long 
enough  to  be  convinced  that  you  had  forgot  your  old  acquaint- 
ance; for  tho'  I  could  hear  of  your  Letters  to  almost  every  Gen- 
tlemen in  this  Country  I  never  had  the  satisfaction  of  being 
favored  with  one.  At  first  I  attributed  it  to  accident,  or  miscar- 
riage of  Letter's  but  finding  it  invariably  the  same  I  did  not 
incline  to  drag  you  into  a  corrispondence  you  seemd  desirous 
of  avoiding.  I  should  not  however  have  delayed  answering 
your  first  Letter  till  this  time,  had  you  not  advis'd  me  therein 
of  your  Intention  of  Imbarking  soon  for  this  Continent ;  which 
being  frequently  corroborated  by  your  Brother,  of  whom  I 
often  enquird  after  you,  I  thought  a  Letter  could  have  little 
chance  of  finding  you  in  England;  and  the  Reason  of  my  giv- 
ing you  the  trouble  of  this  long  Scrawl  now  is  that  I  have  just 
been  told  by  Mr.  Mercer,  that  you  are  to  remain  in  London  for 
some  advices  from  him,  respecting  the  Affairs  of  the  Ohio 
Company.  Mrs.  Washington  makes  a  tender  of  her  Compli- 
ments to  you,  and  I  am,  with  very  sincere  regard,  dear  Sir, 

*To  HARRISON  MANLEY44 

November  13, 1771. 
Sir:  Inclosed  you  will  receive  a  Copy  of  the  Act  Impowering 
your  Grandfather  to  sell  certain  Intaild  Lands.  There  being 
no  printed  Copy  of  it,  I  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the 
Inrolld  Bills  in  the  possession  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Burgesses,  and  consequently  pay  the  Fee  established  by  our 

**A  friend  and  neighbor.  Maj.  George  Eskridge,  guardian  of  Manley's  father,  had 
been  the  guardian  also  of  Mary  Ball. 
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Assembly  (which  is  15/)  an  expence  I  would  have  saved  you, 
by  copying  it  myself,  if  the  private  Acts  of  that  date  had  been 
Printed;  but  it  seems  they  are  not.  Colo.  Carter's  Escheat  of 
Hallows's  Land  is  not  among  the  records  in  the  Secretary's 
Office,  for  this  you  will  be  obliged  to  apply  to  the  Proprie- 
tor's Office,  and  Mr.  Everhard,45  the  principal  Clerk  in  the 
Secretary's,  being  constantly  engaged  with  the  Court  business  I 
could  not  get  him  to  search  for  the  Paper's,  and  decree  in  fa- 
vour of  Hallows  against  Manley's  heir.  I  attempted  it  myself, 
but  for  want  of  knowledge  in  their  Records,  I  could  not  trace 
the  proceedings  regularly  on;  though  I  found  where  the  Suit 
was  commenced  in  April  1729  [sic]  by  Hallows  against  George 
Eskridge,  Guardian  to  your  Father.  I  shall  probably  go  to  Wil- 
liamsburg again  in  Feby.  as  the  Assembly,  it  is  suppos'd,  will 
then  meet;  and  shall  find  the  Clerks  more  at  leizure  to  search 
for  the  Papers  you  want  or  if  this  will  be  delaying  the  matter 
longer  than  you  would  choose,  I  could  write  to  Mr.  Everard  by 
the  Post,  who  I  dare  say  would  send  transcrips  from  the  record 
of  every  thing  necessary  to  illucidate  the  point  you  want  to 
know. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  the  Notes  &ca.  agreeable  to  your 
Memm.  and  the  Treasurers  rect.  for  the  Sum  you  sent  by  me, 
but  he  would  not  receive  the  Acct.  as  the  61  Hhds.  of  relanded 
Tobo.  should  [mutilated]  be  a  credit  to  the  Country  [muti- 
lated] was  money  actually  received,  or  ought  to  have  been  so, 
[mutilated]  to  the  Country  credit'd  as  the  Warehouses  be- 
long'd  to  [mutilated]  I  offerd  to  pay  the  difference,  that  is  the 
^2.0.8,  but  he  said  this  would  answer  no  purpose,  as  the  Acct. 
must  be  fresh  stated;  at  which  time  it  would  do  equally  well 
to  receive  the  Ballance,  and  requested  me  to  bring  down  the 

45  Thomas  Everard  was  also  one  of  the  auditors  for  Virginia,  which  post  he  held 
from  1 761  to  1780. 
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Acct.  with  the  alteration  I  have  here  mentioned,  that  he  may 
enter  a  proper  state  of  it  in  his  Books,  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

*To  GEORGE  MERCER 

Mount  Vernon,  November  22, 1771. 

Dear  Sir :  Since  my  Letter  of  the  7th.  which  will  accompany 
this  by  Mr.  Adam,  who  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your 
Notice;  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  purchase  Stobo  and  Van- 
braams  Rights  to  the  Land  under  Governor  Dinwiddies  Proc- 
lamation; provided  they  will  take  a  trifle  for  it,  and  more  than 
a  trifle  circumstanced  as  things  are,  I  will  not  give. 

My  only  motive  for  doing  this,  is,  that  the  progress  of  our 
Affairs  may  be  less  obstructed,  by  being  more  contracted.  The 
whole  trouble  of  late  (in  this  Country  I  mean)  has  fallen  upon 
me,  and  a  good  deal  of  expence  which  never  has,  nor  indeed 
never  can  be  brought  into  Acct.  I  have  been  Subjected  to  by  my 
Activity  in  this  matter ;  And,  as  it  is  very  obvious  that  the  whole 
Work  must  go  on  at  the  expence  of  a  few,  or  not  at  all,  I  am 
Inclind  to  adventure  a  little  further  in  order  to  take  the  chance 
of  gaining  in  proportion  to  my  loss;  for  no  problem  in  Euclid 
is  more  clear  than  that  those  who  do  not  choose  to  advance 
before  hand  whilst  there  is  at  least  a  hope  of  success  will  hardly 
draw  their  purse  strings  to  reimburse  the  expences  of  others 
when  even  hope  is  departed  from  them. 

If  you  can  give  Mr.  Adam  any  assistance  towards  makg. 
these  purchases,  I  shall  acknowledge  it  as  a  singular  favour. 
Colo.  Cresap  who  I  have  seen  since  his  return  from  England, 
gave  it  to  me  as  his  opinion  that,  some  of  the  Shares  in  the  New 
(Charter)  Government  on  the  Ohio  might  be  bought  very 
Cheap  from  some  of  the  present  Members.  Are  you  of  this 
Opinion  ?  Who  are  they  that  would  sell  ?  And  at  what  price 
do  you  think  a  share  could  be  bought  ?  I  am  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 
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*To  ROBERT  STOBO 

Mount  Vernon,  November  22, 1771. 

Dear  Sir :  Your  claim  to  a  share  of  the  200,000  Acres  of  Land 
under  Governor  Dinwiddie's  Proclamation  has  been  entered, 
and  the  Governor  and  Council  have  settled  the  proportion's 
which  shall  fall  to  each  Man's  Lott  (according  to  the  Rank  he 
enterd  the  Service  with)  by  which  each  Field  Officer  is  allowed 
15,000  Acres,  each  Captain  9,000,  each  Subaltern  6,000;  each 
Cadet  2,500.  A  Sergeant  600,  a  Corporal  500,  and  each  private 
Soldier  400  Acres  a  piece. 

The  Sollicking  this  matter  with  some  other  expences  that 
have  attended  the  prosecuting  of  our  Claim  have  cost  a  few 
Individuals  upwards  of  ^200  already  and  instead  of  getting 
one  half  the  Land  contiguous  to  the  Forks  of  Monongahela 
(Now  Fort  Pitt)  where  they  are  of  some  value,  we  are  obliged 
to  go  down  the  Ohio  near  300  Miles  lower  and  take  the  Land 
in  twenty  Surveys;  by  which  means,  and  the  Nature  of  that 
Country  which  you  know  is  very  hilley  and  broken,  we  shall 
be  obliged  to  include  a  large  portion  of  bad  Land  so  as  not  only 
to  render  the  Grant  of  little  value  but  will  create  a  good  deal  of 
discontent  at  a  division  as  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  make  an 
equal  distribution  of  the  good  and  bad,  nor  divide  it  by  Lott 
as  differ't  Ranks  are  entitled  to  different  quantities;  and  when 
all  is  done  what  plague  and  trouble  we  are  yet  to  meet  with 
from  the  Proprietors  of  the  New  Governm't  to  the  Westward 
of  us  whose  Grant  Includes  every  Inch  of  the  Land  we  are 
expecting  under  our  Order  of  Council  I  know  not,  time  only 
can  reveal  it. 

The  expence  attending  this  Grant  of  Ours,  is  in  a  manner 
but  just  beginning  as  we  have  not  Surveyed  a  third  part  of  the 
Lands  yet,  and  are  laid  under  the  Inconvenience  and  hardship 
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of  first  exploring  the  Country,  then  Surveying  our  whole  quan- 
tity in  twenty  Surveys,  and  after  that  each  Man  his  particular 
quantity  seperately.  A  Grievance  we  have  labour'd  much  to 
get  removd,  but  could  not.  It  is  therefore  Incumbant  upon  you 
to  appoint  an  Agent  here  to  attend  to  your  Interest  in  these 
Lands;  who  should  be  enabled  to  contribute  your  proportion 
of  the  expence,  for  without  money  the  business  cannot  go  for- 
ward even  if  the  way  was  smooth  much  less  where  there  are 
difficulties  in  every  Stage  of  it. 

What  I  have  here  said  will  just  serve  to  give  you  some  Idea  of 
this  Affair;  to  relate  the  whole  proceedings,  with  the  troubles 
and  Vexation's  that  have  accompanied  them  in  stating  our 
Claims,  drawing  Petitions,  presenting  Memorials  &ca.  &ca. 
would  require  a  Volume  and  afford  little  entertainment  I  shall 
therefore  only  add  that  I  am,  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

Note.  A  Letter  of  the  same  date  of  the  above,  and  word  for 
Word  with  it,  I  also  wrote  to  Captn.  Jacob  Vanbraam,  and 
sent  them  both,  together  with  the  foregoing  and  following  by 
Mr.  Robt.  Adam. 


*To  ROBERT  CARY  &  COMPANY 

Mount  Vernon,  November  22, 1771. 
Gentn:  I  have  Commissioned  the  bearer  of  this  Mr.  Robert 
Adam  a  friend  and  acquaintance  of  mine  and  one  who  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  your  Notice  to  purchase  on  my  Acct. 
the  Rights  of  two  Officers  to  certain  shares  of  a  Tract  of  Land 
granted  by  Govr.  Dinwiddies  Proclamation  in  1754  to  the 
Troops  that  engaged  in  the  Service  of  this  Colony  at  that  time. 
If  he  does  this  he  may  possibly  have  a  call  for  about  One  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  Sterling  to  pay  for  them  which  I  beg 
the  favour  of  you  to  advance  him  on  my  Account,  charging  me 
Interest  thereon;  or,  if  you  have  any  unwillingness  to  do  this,  I 
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then  request  that  the  money  may  be  paid  out  of  Mr.  Custis's 
money  in  your  hands  and  I  shall  allow  him  Interest  for  it  here. 
Mr.  Adam  has  also  one  or  two  other  little  Commission's  to 
execute  for  me  which  possibly  may  require  from  Ten  to  Twenty 
Guineas,  this  Sum  you  will  please  to  advance  on  my  Account 
also,  among  [them]  I  have  requested  him  to  get  me  a  Gardner, 
if  one  of  an  orderly,  and  Sober  behaviour  can  be  had  upon 
good  terms  your  advise  in  procuring  of  one  may  be  of  Service 
both  to  him  and  me  and  will  merit  my  thanks  as  I  am  a  good 
deal  in  want  of  one.  Captns.  of  Ships  (Johnstoun  in  particu- 
lar) I  know  make  a  practise  of  engaging  Tradesmen  of  differ- 
ence kinds  upon  Indenture  for  four  or  five  years  and  bring 
them  over  from  whence  I  conclude  a  Gardner  may  be  had  in 
the  same  way  but  rather  than  fail  I  would  give  moderate 
wages.  I  do  not  desire  any  of  your  fine  fellows  who  will  con- 
tent themselves  with  Planning  of  Work,  I  want  a  Man  that 
will  labour  hard,  knowing  at  the  sametime  how  to  keep  a  Gar- 
den in  good  Order  and  Sow  Seed  in  their  proper  Seasons  in 
ground  that  he  has  prepard  well  for  the  reception  of  them. 
I  am  Gentn.,  etc. 

*To  ROBERT  ADAM 

Mount  Vernon,  November  22, 1771. 

Sir:  In  case  of  your  going  to  England  I  should  be  obliged  to 
you  for  using  your  Endeavours  to  purchase  for  me  the  Rights 
of  Captns.  Robt.  Stobo,  and  Jacob  Vanbraam,  to  part  of  the 
200,000  Acres  of  Land  claim'd  by  the  Officers  and  Soldiers 
under  Governor  Dinwiddies  Proclamation  of  the  19th.  of  Feby. 
1754  which  by  a  late  determination  of  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil will  be,  if  got  at  all,  Nine  thous'd  Acres  to  each  of  these 
Gentlemen. 

For  neither  of  these  shares  would  I  give  above  an  hund'd 
pounds  Sterlg.  at  the  Utmost  because  there  is,  in  the  first  place 
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a  chance  of  our  never  getting  the  Land  at  all  as  it  cannot  yet  be 
forseen  what  difficulties  we  are  to  meet  with  from  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Proprietary  Governm't  to  the  Westward  of  us;  who 
have  it  is  said  obtaind  an  actual  Grant  of  the  Country  we  are 
Surveying  In.  In  the  next  place  if  we  do  get  them  it  is  under 
every  disadvantage  and  discouragement  that  the  nature  of  the 
thing  can  possibly  be  attended  with  for  instead  of  getting  one 
half  of  the  Land  Contiguous  to  Pittsburg  as  we  were  entitled 
to  do  by  Proclamation  and  where  it  would  be  valuable  we  are 
obliged  to  go  300  Miles  below  and  take  the  Land  in  large 
Tracts  by  w'ch  means,  and  the  Nature  of  the  Country,  we  must 
necessarily  Include  a  large  portion  of  bad  Land  as  we  are  con- 
find  to  20  Surveys  and  have  made  10  of  them,  in  the  most 
extensive  bodies  of  good  L.  we  c'd  find  and  have  not  got  near 
one  third  of  our  q'ty  which  besides  the  hardship  of  compell'g 
us  to  receive,  will  be  attend'd  with  much  difficulty  and  great 
discontent  at  a  division  as  it  is  almost  impossible  to  divide 
the  good  and  the  bad  in  eq'e  proport'ns  am'g  the  different 
Claim'nts  add  to  this,  that  we  are  obligd  to  be  at  a  dble  ex- 
pence;  first  in  Surv'g  the  whole  q'ty  and  then  each  Man  sad- 
dled with  the  charge  of  lay'g  of  his  own  part  sepearately  w'ch 
by  the  by  appears  to  be  subjected  to  the  Manifest  Inconvenience 
of  being  held  in  the  Nature  of  a  joint  Interest  and  consequently 
no  Man  ascertaind  of  his  particul'r  spot  till  the  whole  are  ready 
and  willing  to  divide  for  which  reason  it  is,  I  incline  to  buy,  in 
order  that  this  Inconv'e  may  be  lessen'd  by  the  principal  Shares 
getting  into  fewer  hands,  and  because  hitherto  the  principal 
share  of  the  advance  (which  has  been  upwards  of  ,£200)  and 
almost  the  whole  trouble  has  fallen  upon  me,  otherwise  I  must 
have  given  up  every  hope  of  my  own.  Under  these  Circum- 
stances which  are  justly  and  truely  related  I  think  those  who 
have  contributed  nothing  towards  bearing  the  trouble,  or  ex- 
pence  of  this  business  (among  whom  Stobo  and  Vanbraam  are 
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two)  cannot  expect  much  for  their  Shares  and  therefore  I 
would  give  a  trifle  in  order  to  take  the  chance  of  gaining  as 
well  as  loosing  as  I  must  carry  on  the  Work.  Whatever  Sums 
you  agree  for  (and  I  have  no  doubts  of  y'r  purcha'g  upon  the 
best  terms  you  can)  I  have  desired  Robt.  Cary  Esqr.  &  Co.  to 
pay;  and  I  shall  be  much  obligd  to  you  for  any  trouble  you 
may  be  at  and  will  thankfully  repay  all  expences. 

I  have  furth'r  to  request  the  f av'r  of  y'o,  if  it  sh'd  happen  in 
y'r  way,  to  procure  me  a  good  Gardner;  they,  as  well  as  other 
Tradesmen  are  frequently  I  am  told  to  be  had  upon  Indenture. 
Captn.  Jno.  Johnstoun  I  know  used  to  bring  in  more  or  less  every 
y'r  in  this  man'r,  and  sell  them  in  the  Country.  I  do  not  want 
one  of  y'r  fine  fellows;  a  Man  that  can  lay  of  a  Garden,  and  will 
Work  hard  in  it  afterw'ds,  and  who  knows  how  to  sow  Seeds  in 
their  proper  seasons  is  all  that  I  desire.  In  short  a  good  Kitchen 
Gardner  is  what  I  want.  If  he  underst'd  something  of  Fruit 
Trees  and  could  Graft  and  Innoculate  so  much  the  better. 

The  Gun  herewith  sent  please  to  have  handsomely  Stock'd; 
let  the  Stock  be  of  the  same  Bend,  and  Substance  at  the  Britch 
as  the  old  one.  The  Barl.  to  be  scaled  and  properly  cleans'd  on 
the  Inside  and  to  have  a  new  Lock  of  a  piece  with  the  Barl.,  the 
whole  to  be  done  in  a  compleat  mann'r,  with  a  pair  of  Bullet 
Moulds. 

A  Neat  slip  Cane,  with  a  gold  head  (not  expens'e)  with  my 
Arms  engravd  thereon.  Also  a  Plate  with  my  Arms  engravd 
and  4  or  500  Copies  struck.46  A  White  Agate  Stone  fixd  in  the 
gold  Socket  sent  with  Custis's  Arms  engravd  thereon  for  Mr. 
Custis  to  whom  it  is  to  be  charg'd.  Heartily  wish'g  you  a  pleas't 
Voayage  &ca.  I  am  with  g't  Esteem,  etc. 

^This  was  the  Washington  bookplate.  It  was  engraved  on  copper  by  S.  Valliscure, 
who  charged  14  shillings  for  the  work  and  6  shillings  more  for  300  prints  therefrom. 
The  plate  and  prints  were  shipped  to  Washington  in  the  ship  Martha  Rawlins,  from 
London,  Mar.  25,  1772.  The  original  copperplate  was  discovered  in  1929  by  that 
discriminating  and  indefatigable  collector,  Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach. 
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To  WILLIAM  CRAWFORD 

Mount  Vernon,  December  6, 1771. 

Dear  Sir:  The  inclosed  I  write  to  you  in  behalf  of  the  whole 
Officers  and  Soldiers;  and  beg  of  you  to  be  attentive  to  it,  as  I 
think  our  Interests  is  deeply  concerned  in  the  event  of  your 
dispatch. 

I  believe  from  what  I  have  lately  heard,  that  there  is  no  doubt 
now, of  the  Charter  Government  taking  place  on  the  Ohio;  but 
upon  what  terms,  or  how  the  Lands  will  be  granted  to  the  peo- 
ple, I  have  not  been  able  to  learn:  I  shou'd  be  glad  however  if 
you  would  endeavour  to  keep  the  Tract  you  surveyed  for  me  till 
such  time  as  we  can  tell  where,  and  how,  to  apply  for  Rights; 
or,  if  you  did  any  thing  with  McMahan,  on  my  account,  I  will 
abide  by  that.  As  soon  as  the  Tract  at  the  Great  Meadow's  is 
enlarged,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  the  Surveys  return'd  to  the 
Office,  and  to  get  a  plat  of  it  myself,  as  I  am  determined  to  take 
out  a  patent  for  it  immediately. 

I  cannot  hear  of  any  reserve  in  favor  of  Colo.  Croghan;  for 
which  reason  I  do  not  care  to  say  anything  more  to  him  on  the 
subject  of  a  purchase untill  matters  are  upon  a  more  permanent 
footing,  since  no  disadvantage  can  follow  to  him,  after  leaving 
him  at  liberty  in  my  last  letter  to  sell  the  Tract  he  made  me  an 
offer  of  to  any  body  he  pleased.  I  shou'd  be  glad  however  to 
hear  from  you  how  he  goes  on  in  his  sales,  and  what  is  said,  and 
thought  of  his  claim;  in  short,  what  chance  there  appears  to  be 
of  his  getting  it;  for  I  suppose  his  right  to  the  Lands  he  claims 
must  either  be  confirm'd,  or  rejected  by  this  time,  and  known 
at  Pittsburg  before  now.  I  shou'd  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  by 
the  first  opportunity  in  respect  to  these  several  matters;  in  the 
mean  while  I  remain  with  my  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Crawford, 
yourself  and  Family,  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 
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To  HARRY  PIPER 

Mount  Vernon,  January  27, 1772. 
Dear  Sir:  Inclos'd  you  have  a  letter  for  Mrs.  Savage  and  a 
Bill  drawn  upon  James  Gildart  of  Liverpool  for  ^53  Sterling, 
being  a  balance  in  his  hands,  which  you  will  please  to  remit  of 
soon  as  possible  for  her  use.  If  we  are  able  to  recover  any  part 
of  her  annuity  from  Doctor  Savage,  I  shall  lay  claim  to  my 
money  again  and  this  is  the  reason  of  my  passing  it  thro'  your 
hands;  if  not,  I  wish  it  may  prove  the  means  of  relieving  the 
old  Lady  from  distress,*7  who  I  believe  has  met  with  hard 
measure  from  the  Doctor,  from  any  one  of  the  hardships  she 
complains  of  in  her  letter.  I  am  Dear  Sir,  etc. 

To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  February  21, 1772. 
Dr.  Sir:  Little  did  I  expect  when  I  was  writing  the  Inclosd 
Letter,  in  order  to  dispatch  it  to  you  the  next  Morning,  that  the 
Communication  between  this,  My  Mill,  and  Plantations  round 
about  me,  would  be  shut  up  for  ten  or  twelve  days,  by  the 
deepest  Snow  which  I  suppose  the  oldest  Man  living  ever  re- 
members to  have  seen  in  this  Country.  I  embrace  this,  as  the 
first  day  the  Boat  cou'd  pass  in  safety,  of  sending  Bishop48  over 
to  you  with  the  Money;  and  have  to  request  the  favour  of 
you  to  forward  my  Letter  of  advice  to  Messrs.  Cary  &  Co.  along 
with  the  Bill.  I  purpose  to  set  off  for  Williamsburg  on  Monday 

47 Mr.  Savage  acknowledged  this  gift  (August  19):  "the  Bill  of  £53  you  were 
so  good  as  to  send  for  my  relief,  which  believe  me  my  dear  Friend  came  most  season- 
ably; my  situation  is  terrible,  but  without  it,  it  would  have  been  wretched  indeed.  It 
would  argue  a  base  and  ungrateful  mind  to  omitt  this  opportunity  of  tendering  you  all 
in  my  power  to  bestow,  die  tribute  of  an  Honest,  Sincere  and  gratefull  Heart  for  this 
Act  of  generosity  and  Friendship." 

48 Thomas  Bishop,  a  trusted  white  servant,  who  had  acted  in  that  capacity  for  Gen- 
eral Braddock  and  who  continued  with  Washington  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
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next,  though  I  expect  to  find  dreadful  Roads  (at  least  between 
this  and  Fredericksburg).  We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  that  you, 
and  Family,  are  all  well,  after  the  severe  tryal  you  have  had  of 
your  New  habitation.49  I  am  Dr.  Sir,  etc.  [hv.l.] 

*To  ROBERT  GARY  &  COMPANY 

Williamsburg,  March  16, 1772. 

Gentn:  Since  I  came  to  this  place  I  have  been  informed  of 
your  Letter  to  Mr.  Jos'h  Valentine  (who  is  now  Dead)  respect- 
ing the  Tobo.  Shipped  you  by  Captn.  Peterson.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive how  this  mistake  has  happened,  nor  is  it  in  my  power  at 
the  time  to  remedy  it  otherwise  than  by  sending  the  marks  and 
numbers  as  under  from  the  different  Inspection's  not  having 
the  Bills  of  Lading  to  Inclose.  This  method  I  suppose  will  suffi- 
ciently distinguish  the  property  of  the  Tobo.  and  enable  you  to 
make  out  my  Acct.  of  Sales  distinct  from  Mr.  Custis's. 

I  inform'd  you  in  my  last  of  the  20th.  of  Feby.  of  a  Draft  for 
Fifty  pounds  in  favour  of  the  Revd.  Mr.  Boucher,  Tutor  to  Mr. 
Custis,  to  whose  acct.  it  was  to  be  placed;  and  I  believe  I  shall 
have  occasion  to  draw  upon  you  on  the  same  Acct.  at  the  April 
Genl.  Court  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  hund'd  pounds  more 
to  comply  fully  with  a  late  purchase  of  Land  made  on  the 
behalf  of  this  young  Gentlemen.  I  remain  Gentn.,  etc. 

To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  May  4,  1772. 
Dr.  Sir:  After  a  tiresome,  and  in  my  opinion,  a  very  unim- 
portant Session,  I  returned  home  about  the  middle  of  last 
Month  accompanied  by  Colo  Bassett  &c. 

49At  Annapolis,  Md. 
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The  expediency  of  an  American  Episcopate  was  long  and 
warmly  debated,  and  at  length  rejected.  As  a  substitute,  the 
House  attempted  to  frame  an  Ecclesiastical  Jurisdiction,  to  be 
composed  of  a  President  and  four  other  clergymen,  who  were 
to  have  full  power  and  authority  to  hear  and  determine  all 
matters  and  causes  relative  to  the  clergy,  and  to  be  vested  with 
the  [power]  of  Suspension,  deprivation,  and  visitation.  From 
this  Jurisdiction  an  Appeal  was  to  be  had  to  a  Court  of  Dele- 
gates, to  consist  of  an  equal  number  of  Clergymen  and  Lay- 
men; but  this  Bill,  after  much  canvassing,  was  put  to  Sleep, 
from  an  opinion  that  the  subject  was  of  too  much  Importance 
to  be  hastily  entered  into  at  the  end  of  a  Session. — An  Act  has 
passed  this  session  empowering  Trustees  (to  be  chosen  by  ye 
Subscribers  to  the  Scheme)  to  raise  money  by  way  of  Sub- 
scription, &  Lottery,  for  the  purpose  of  opening,  and  extending 
the  Navigation  of  Potomack  from  the  Tide  Water,  to  Fort 
Cumberland;  and  for  perpetuating  the  Toll  arising  from  ves- 
sells  to  the  Adventurers  in  the  scheme50 — but  ye  Execution  of 
it  must  necessarily  be  suspended  till  some  thing  similar  passes 
into  a  Law  in  your  province. — An  Act  has  also  passed  for 
Erecting  a  Light  House  on  Cape  Henry,  from  which  I  think 
the  Shipping  will  derive  great  advantages51 — and  a  Bill  went 
through  the  House,  but  rejected  in  the  Council,  for  having 
Septennial  Vestrys,  and  a  general  dissolution  of  all  those  now 
in  existence.52 

Herewith  I  send  the  Pamphlets  you  desird  me  to  get,  together 
with  your  Accts  from  both  Printing  Offices  discharged;  both 

50 See  Hening's  Statutes  H  Large,  vol.  8,  p.  570. 

"See  Hening's  Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  8,  p.  539. 

62  One  o£  the  grievances  of  the  Colonies  was  this  question  of  the  Established  Church's 
rule  from  London.  Young  men  from  America  who  desired  to  enter  holy  orders  were 
obliged  to  travel  to  England  to  be  ordained,  and  few,  if  any,  could  stand  the  expense. 
The  American  episcopate  was  thus,  like  the  American  governors,  an  alien  body  and 
not  likely  to  be  in  sympathy  with  the  people. 
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Printers  being  desired  to  forward  your  Gazettes  for  the  future 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  Lowndes  of  Bladensburg. 

I  expected  to  have  made  you  a  visit  soon  after  my  return  from 
Williamsburg,  and  to  have  gone  from  thence  to  Annapolis,  but 
am  a  little  uncertain  now  when  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  enjoy 
this  pleasure;  as  I  have  business  that  will  call  me  into  Loudoun, 
Fauquier,  and  Berkeley  (one  of  the  New  Counties  taken  from 
Frederick,  the  other  Dunmore)  sometime  between  the  middle, 
and  last  of  this  month;  and  am  now  engaged  in  Fishing53  and 
other  matters  which  seems  I  think  to  require  my  attendance. 

*To  THOMAS  JOHNSON 

Mount  Vernon,  May  5, 1772. 
Dear  Sir:  As  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,  I  should  scarcely  have 
found  any  thing  to  have  said  to  day,  had  not  Mr.  Ballendine's54 
desire  of  laying  before  Govr.  Eden,55  and  the  Gentlemen  of  An- 
napolis, a  Scheme  which  he  has  been  encouraged  to  adopt,  of 
visiting  the  Duke  of  Bridgewaters  Works,  and  other  things 
of  the  kind  in  England,  with  a  view  of  bringing  himself  better 
acquainted  with  the  true  principles  of  that  sort  of  knowledge, 
laid  me  under  a  kind  of  necessity  of  giving  him  a  line  to  Govr. 
Eden  and  &ca.  (not  that  I  would  mean  to  recommend  either 
the  Man,  or  his  Measures  further  than  they  deserve)  whilst  I 
was  doing  this,  it  occur'd  to  me  from  an  Advertisement  of  a 
desired  meeting  of  the  Clergy  in  Annapolis,  that  you  might 
possibly  be  there,  and  therefore  I  recommended  it  to  Mr.  Bal- 
lendine  to  shew  you  the  Plan  also;  as  he  has  Met  with  pretty 
considerable  incouragement  on  this  side  the  Potomack,  and 

58  Seining  in  the  Potomac  for  his  yearly  supply  of  fish  for  salting,  some  of  which  he 
sold.  "Ledger  B,"  in  the  Washington  Papers,  shows  that  in  the  latter  part  of  April 
and  the  beginning  of  May  Washington  sold  over  11,000  fish,  mainly  herring. 

"John  Ballendine,  of  Fairfax  County,  Va. 

65  Gov.  Robert  Eden,  of  Maryland. 
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has  got  Letters  (as  he  says)  from  Lord  Dunmore  to  Mr.  Brin- 
ley,56  and  other's,  from  whom  he  expects  the  Insight  necessary 
to  enable  him  to  be  instrumental  in  carrying  into  execution  the 
present  attempt  of  extending  the  Navigation  of  Potomack  from 
Tide  Water  upwards,  as  far  as  Fort  Cumberland.  At  the  same 
time  that  I  acknowledge  that,  Mr.  Ballendine  has  a  natural 
genius  to  thing's  of  this  sort,  which  if  properly  encouraged  may 
lend  much  to  publick  utility,  I  cannot  help  adding,  that,  his 
Principles  have  been  loose;  whether  from  a  natural  depravity, 
or  distress'd  circumstances,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  determine; 
how  far  therefore  a  Man  of  this  cast  is  entitled  to  encourage- 
ment every  one  must  judge  for  themselves,  for  my  part  I  think, 
if  he  applies  the  Money  Subscribed,  to  the  end  proposed,  the  Pub- 
lick  will  derive  great  advantages  from  it;  on  this  acct.it is, alone, 
I  wish  to  see  him  encouraged,  and  on  this  principle  it  is,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  mentioning  of  him  to  Govr.  Eden, 
Colo.  Sharpe,57  Majr.  Jenifer  and  yourself;  because,  I  think  the 
opening  of  the  Potomack  will  at  once  fix  the  Trade  of  the  West- 
ern Country  at  least  till  it  may  be  conduct'd  through  the  Mis- 
sissipi,  (by  New  Orleans)  through  that  Channel,  and  end,  in 
amazing  advantages  to  these  two  Colonies.  I  shall  not  trouble 
you  further  on  this  Subject.  Mr.  Ballendine  says  he  must  be  at 
Annapolis  this  Night,  I  am  therefore  detaining  him.  I  am  very 
sincerely,  Dr.  Sir,  etc.  [  h.  l.  ] 

To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  May  21, 1772. 
Dr.  Sir :  Inclination  having  yielded  to  Importunity,  I  am  now 
contrary  to  all  expectations  under  the  hands  of  Mr.  Peale 58 ;  but 

88  James  Brindley,the  great  English  engineer,  whose  principal  interest  was  in  canals. 
"Horatio  Sharpe,  formerly  Governor  of  Maryland,  and  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer. 
58  Charles  Willson  Peale  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1741;  died  in  Philadelphia  in 
1827.  He  studied  under  John  Singleton  Copley  and  Benjamin  West. 
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in  so  grave — so  sullen  a  mood — and  now  and  then  under  the 
influence  of  Morpheus,  when  some  critical  strokes  are  making, 
that  I  fancy  the  skill  of  this  Gentleman's  Pencil,  will  be  put  to  it, 
in  describing  to  the  World  what  manner  of  man  I  am.59  I  have 
no  doubt  of  Mr.  Peak's  meeting  with  very  good  Incouragement 
in  a  Tour  to  Williamsburg;  for  having  mentioned  him  to  some 
Gentlemen  at  our  Court,  they  seem  desirous  of  employing  him 
in  his  way  down. 

Your  excuse  for  denying  us  the  pleasure  of  your  Company, 
with  Governor  Eden  and  Lady,  tho  not  strictly  warranted  by 
Scripture,  is  nevertheless  highly  admissable,  and  I  sincerely 
congratulate  you  upon  the  prospect  of  happiness;  as  I  think 
there  is  a  fair  Field  of  it  opening  to  your  view,  from  the  judi- 
ciousness of  your  choice — Whether  Mrs.  Washington  ever 
stretches  as  far  as  Annapolis  or  not,  we  shall  certainly  take 
some  very  early  opportunity  of  making  your  acquaintance  on 
this  occasion. 

May  23. 

The  foregoing  Letter  was  designed  to  go  by  Jack  Custis,  who 
intended,  as  he  said,  but  afterwards  altered  his  mind;  to  take 
the  benefit  of  a  Ball  at  Alexandria  on  Thursday  Evening,  in  his 
way  home  the  next  day. — In  the  interim  Joe  brought  me  your 

59  Washington's  diary  for  May  19,  1772,  states  that  at  Mount  Vernon  on  this  day  he 
"found  Mr.  Peale  &  J.  P.  Custis.  20. 1  sat  to  have  my  picture  drawn.  21. 1  set  again 
to  take  the  drapery.  22.  Set  for  Mr.  Peale  to  finish  my  face."  His  ledger  contains  the 
following  items  entered  under  May  30, 1772: 

By  Mr.  Peale,  Painter,  Drawing  my  picture  £  1 8.4.0 

Miniature  ditto  for  Mrs.  Washington  13. 

Ditto  ditto  for  Miss  Custis  13. 

Ditto,         ditto,  for  Mr.  Custis  13. 


57.4.0 
This  portrait  is  the  earliest  and  one  of  the  best  known  portraits  of  Washington.  It 
represents  him  standing  (an  almost  three-quarter  length,  full  front)  clad  in  the  uni- 
form of  a  Virginia  colonel,  with  neck  gorget  and  sword;  the  left  hand  holds  a  musket 
behind  his  back,  the  barrel  protruding  over  the  left  shoulder.  His  right  hand  is  thrust 
into  his  waistcoat  at  his  chest.  The  face  is  more  youthful  than  might  be  expected,  as 
Washington  was  40  when  the  portrait  was  painted.  The  explanation  is  advanced  that 
it  was  intended  to  show  Washington  as  he  looked  in  1 756-1 758. 
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favor  of  the  21st,  forbidding  us  any  longer  to  hope  for  the 
pleasure  of  Govr  Eden  and  Lady's  Company;  which  we  had 
been  flattering  ourselves  with  the  honor  of,  for  several  days; 
and  which  I  now  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  assure  them  we  re- 
gret; at  the  same  time  I  am  further  to  ask  you  to  apologize  to 
Mr  Eden  for  my  not  paying  my  respects  to  him  at  Mr  Digges; 
which  I  fully  intended  to  do,  but  falling  under  Mr  Peale's 
hands  that  morning  in  a  regular  Rot[ation,  he  kept]  me  so 
long,  knowing  that  it  w[as  his  custom]  of  asking,  that  I  had 
not  time  [to  visit  him  bef]ore  Dinner,  and  the  Govr  You 
wrote  me  he  was  to  set  out  for  Mr  Rogers  after  it. — Be  pleased 
to  assure  Mr  and  Mrs  Eden,  which  you  may  do  with  great 
truth,  that  Mrs  Washington  and  myself  shall  think  ourselves 
very  happy  in  seeing  them  at  Mount  Vernon  whenever  they 
can  make  it  convenient  to  give  us  the  honor  of  their  Company. 
I  find  upon  enquiry  that,  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  supply 
you  and  Mr  Calvert  with  the  Weathers  you  want;  the  Rot,  or 
some  other  distemper  among  my  sheep  swept  off  near  an  hun- 
dred, in  the  Space  of  a  Month,  this  Spring  for  me. — I  am  much 
obliged  to  Mr.  Galloway60  for  the  Claret,  and  as  I  have  no  im- 
mediate use  for  it  (having  a  Box  or  two  by  me)  I  must  trouble 
Mr.  Digges61  for  House  Room  for  it  till  I  return  from  my  trip 
upward. 

To  JOHN,  EARL  DUNMORE62 

Mount  Vernon,  June  15, 1772. 
My  Lord:  The  very  obliging  offer  your  Lordship  was  pleased 
to  make  me  the  day  I  left  Williamsburg,  in  behalf  of  the 

60  Samuel  Galloway,  of  Maryland,  brother  of  Joseph  Galloway,  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
adhered  to  the  Crown  in  the  Revolution. 

61  William  Digges,  of  Warburton,  Md. 

""John  Murray,  Earl  Dunmore,  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1732;  died  in  England  in 
1809.  He  was  descended  on  the  female  side  from  the  royal  Stuarts.  Appointed  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia  in  July,  1771,  he  later  found  the  revolutionary  movement  in  that 
colony  beyond  his  power  to  control  or  his  skill  to  conciliate.  When  hostilities  broke 
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Officers  and  Soldiers  who  (under  Faith  of  Government)  lay 
claim  to  200,000  acres  of  Land,  on  the  waters  of  Ohio  (promis'd 
them  by  Proclamation  in  1754)  I  did  not  embrace;  because  it  is 
evident  to  me,  who  am  in  some  degree  acquainted  with  the  situ- 
ation of  that  Country,  and  the  rapid  progress  that  is  making 
in  the  Settlem't  of  it,  that  delay  at  this  time  in  the  prosecution 
of  our  plan,  wou'd  amount  to  the  loss  of  the  Land,  inasmuch 
as  Emigrants  are  daily  and  hourly  settling  on  the  choice  spots 
waiting  a  favourable  opportunity  to  solicit  legal  Titles,  on 
the  ground  of  preoccupancy  when  the  Office  shall  be  open'd. 
I  therefore  hoped  (and  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  who  have 
suffered  in  the  cause  of  your  Country  still  do  hope)  that  tho' 
your  Lordship  was  of  opinion  you  cou'd  at  that  time  vest  them 
with  an  absolute  and  bona  fide,  Grant  of  the  Land,  yet  that 
you  would  permit  them  to  take  such  steps  (at  their  own  ex- 
pence  and  risk)  as  others  do,  to  secure  their  quantity  agreeably 
to  Proclamation,  there  being  no  doubt  of  the  powers  of  Gov- 
ernment to  issue  it  at  the  time  it  was  done;  especially  too  as 
their  claim  is  prior  to,  and  better  founded,  than  any  other,  hav- 
ing a  solemn  Act  of  Government  and  the  general  voice  of  the 
Country  in  their  favor. 

This  is  the  light  my  Lord  in  which  the  matter  appear'd  to 
me,  and  in  this  light  it  is  also  consider'd  by  the  Officers  with 
whom  I  have  lately  had  a  meeting,  Since  which,  the  report 
gains  ground,  that  a  large  tract  of  Country  on  the  Ohio  (in- 
cluding all  the  Land  which  this  Government  voted  ,£2500  for 
the  purchase  and  survey  of,  in  short  every  foot  of  Land  to  the 
Westward  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains)  is  granted  to  a  com- 
pany of  gentlemen  in  England,  to  be  formed  into  a  seperate 
Governmt.  If  this  report  is  really  well  founded,  there  can  be  no 

out  his  method  of  warfare  aroused  intense  bitterness.  Martha  Washington  charac- 
terized him  as  "the  cruel  Dunmore."  He  was  finally  driven,  in  1776,  from  the 
Chesapeake  and  went  to  New  York  City,  going  from  there  to  England.  In  1786  he 
was  appointed  Governor  of  the  Bermudas. 
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doubt  of  your  Lordship's  having  the  earliest  and  most  authen- 
tic accounts  of  it,  as  it  so  essentially  interf  ere's  with  the  interests 
and  expectations  of  this  Country.  To  request  the  favor  of  your 
Lordship  to  inform  me  whether  this  report  be  true,  and  if  true, 
whether  any  attention  has  been,  or  probably  will  be  paid,  to  the 
order  of  Council  and  Proclamation  of  1754  may  be  presump- 
tious;  but  as  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  confide  in  me  to  transact 
this  business  for  them,63  and  as  it  wou'd  be  a  real  advantage 
to  them  to  know  the  truth  of  this  report,  and  how  it  is  likely  to 
affect  them,  must  be  my  apology  for  taking  the  liberty  of  ad- 
dressing this  request,  in  hopes  that  your  Lordship  will  con- 
descend to  do  me  the  honor  of  writing  a  line  by  the  next  post  to 
Alex'a  on  this  subject;  which  will  be  acknowledged  as  a  very 
singular  obligation  conferred  on  My  Lord,  Your,  etc.64 

63  Washington  at  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  First  Virginia  Regiment,  held  in 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Aug.  2,  1770,  was  appointed  agent  and  attorney  to  prosecute 
their  land  claims. 

"Sparks  prints  this  letter  as  dated  1771;  the  mistake  is  due  to  Bartholomew  Dan- 
dridge  wrongly  dating  his  copy  in  Washington's  "Letter  Book."  Lord  Dunmore  did 
not  reach  Virginia  until  early  in  1772,  and  the  assembly  was  dissolved  June  10, 
1772,  thus  allowing  for  the  meeting  to  which  Washington  alludes  in  his  opening  sen- 
tence. The  position  of  Dunmore  in  Virginia  was  not  a  little  curious  and  in  the  absence 
of  full  information  has  not  been  interpreted  by  historians  of  the  colony  to  his  credit. 
He  was  transferred  from  New  York  to  Virginia  and  became  unpopular  almost  from 
the  beginning  of  his  rule  (1772).  Burk  charges  that  he  went  on  a  "party  of  pleasure 
to  the  back  settlements"  and,  meeting  Dr.  John  Connolly,  a  man  of  "some  taste,  with 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  Indian  affairs,  a  considerable  knowledge  of  the  world,  and 
a  lax  morality,"  plotted  with  him  to  engage  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  in  a  civil  war 
about  their  territorial  boundaries  and  to  incite  the  Indians  against  the  settlers.  (See 
History  of  Virginia,  vol.  3,  p.  375,  et  seq.)  Dandridge  asserts  that  "it  was  the  general 
belief  among  the  officers  of  our  army,  at  the  time,  that  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  while  at 
Wheeling,  received  advice  from  his  government  of  the  probability  of  the  approaching 
war  between  England  and  the  Colonies,  and  that  afterwards,  all  his  measures,  with 
regard  to  the  Indians,  had  for  their  ultimate  object  an  alliance  with  these  ferocious 
warriors  for  the  aid  of  the  mother  country  in  their  contest  with  us."  (See  Notes  on 
the  Wars  West  of  the  Allegany.')  Jacob,  in  his  Life  of  Cresap,  repeats  what  Burk 
wrote,  and  these  charges  are  accepted,  with  some  reserve,  by  Howison,  in  his  History 
of  Virginia,  vol.  2,  pp.  72,  73.  Campbell  believes  the  governor's  proceedings  were 
actuated  "rather  by  motives  of  personal  interest,  than  of  political  manoeuvre."  (See 
History  of  Virginia,  pp.  593,  594.)  Brantz  Mayer  regards  the  charge  as  "not  alto- 
gather  proved  against  the  British  earl."  (See  Logan  &  Cresap,  p.  81.)  The  differences 
that  arose  between  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  respecting  the  disputed  territory  and 
the  curious  performances  of  Connolly  are  described  in  Force's  American  Archives. 

Ford  says:  "By  the  Quebec  Act  of  1774  Great  Britain,  with  a  view  of  holding  the 
Colonies  in  check,  established  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  Canada,  and  enlarged 
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*To  MRS.  S.THORPE65 

Virginia,  July  15, 1772. 

Madam :  I  cann't  help  writing  to  you  in  behalf  of  my  daugh- 
ter, Miss  Custis,  who  together  with  myself,  Imported  some  very 
hard  bargains  from  you  last  year.  Messrs.  Cary  &  Co.  was  wrote 
to  for  a  hands'e  Suit  of  Brussells  Lace  to  Cost  ^20;  in  cons'e  of 
w'ch,  she  reed,  from  you  a  pr.  of  triple  Ruffles,  a  Tucker,  and 
Ruff  set  on  plain  join'g  Nett  (such  as  can  be  bought  in  the  Mil- 
liners Shops  here  at  3/6  pr.  yd.)  When,  if  you  had  even  sent  a 
Tippet  and  Cap  w'  the  other  things  I  sh'd  still  have  tho'  them 
Dr.  These  things  have  been  shewn  to  sev'e  Ladies  who  are 
accustomd  to  such  kind  of  Import'ns,  and  all  agree,  that  they 
are  most  extra vagently  high  chargd. 

I  now  s'd  for  a  Suit  at  the  price  of  ,£40;  w'  Lappets  &ca.  but 
if  you  can't  afford  to  sell  a  much  better  barg'n  in  these,  than 
y'u  did  in  the  last  I  sh'd  hope  that  Mr.  Cary  will  try  elsewhere, 
as  I  th'k  her  [sic]  Cust'm  add.  to  my  own  is  worth  a  little  pains. 
Am'g  the  other  things  sent  last  y'r  for  myself  &ca. were  5  Gauze 
Caps  w'  Blond  Lace  bord'rs  at  a  Ga.  each,  when  the  same  k'd 
might  have  been  bo't  in  the  Country  at  a  much  less  price.  I 
have  now  sent  for  2  Caps  for  M.  Custis,  and  2  for  myself  of 
Mint  lace  and  w'd  have  them  gent'e  but  not  expen'e;  hers  to 
Suit  a  Person  of  16  yrs.  old  mine  one  of  40  and  I  can't  help  add'g 
that  I  th'k  it  neces'y  that  the  last  y'rs  Suit  (w'ch  ought  to  be 
ret'd  if  she  c'd  do  wth't  it  in  the  meanwhile)  sh'd  be  compl'd 
w'  a  Tippet  and  Cap  as  it  is  sca'e  more  than  Vz  a  Suit  with't.66 

its  bounds  so  as  to  comprise  all  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  to  the  head  of  Lake 
Superior  and  the  Mississippi.  This  attempt  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  Canada  to  the 
Ohio  was  especially  offensive  to  Virginia.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  in  Congress,  denounced 
it  as  the  worst  of  all  the  acts  complained  of.  In  Virginia,  Dunmore's  avarice  getting  the 
better  of  his  loyalty,  he  espoused  her  claims  to  western  lands,  and  became  a  partner 
in  enormous  purchases  in  southern  Illinois.  In  1773  Thomas  and  Cuthbert  Bullett,  his 
agents,  made  surveys  of  lands  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  and  a  part  of  Louisville,  Ky., 
and  of  towns  opposite  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  are  yet  held  under  his  warrant. 

^A  London  milliner. 

""The  "Letter  Book"  copy  is  in  Washington's  writing;  Martha  Washington  signed 
the  letter  sent. 
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*To  ROBERT  CARY  &  COMPANY 

Mount  Vernon,  July  15, 1772. 

Gentn:  Inclosed  you  have  mine,  Mr.  and  Miss  Custis's  In- 
voices for  this  River.  The  Goods  you  will  please  to  forward  by 
the  first  Vessel  for  Potomack  (which  possibly  maybe  Captn. 
Jordan  the  bearer  of  this)  as  there  are  some  Articles  that  will 
be  a  good  deal  wanted  especially  the  Sein,  which  will  be  alto- 
gether useless  to  me  if  I  do  not  get  them  early  in  the  Spring,  or 
in  other  words  I  shall  sustain  a  considerable  disappointment 
and  loss,  if  they  do  not  get  to  hand  in  time.  The  Invoices  for 
York  River  must  be  sent  by  some  other  oppertunity  as  the 
Steward  there  (Mr.  James  Hill  successor  to  Mr.  Valentine)  has 
not  yet  furnished  me  with  an  Acct.  of  the  Goods  wanting. 

The  Wheat  Riddles  sent  with  my  last  Goods  by  [the]  Mary 
Vaughan  are  by  no  means  such  as  I  desired,  or  such  as  I  can 
make  use  of,  and  therefore  I  return  them.  I  wanted  these  Rid- 
dles made  open  enough  to  let  every  thing  smaller  than  the 
broken  heads  of  Wheat  and  Straw  through.  In  short  to  have 
had  the  Wire  %  th.  of  an  Inch  apart,  and  thought  my  direc- 
tions on  this  head  would  have  been  expresive  enough  of  my 
meaning  to  have  obtaind  my  desire.  I  should  still  be  glad  to 
get  such  Sieves  as  these  as  they  are  very  useful  in  taking  out 
the  broken  heads  and  straws  before  the  Wheat  is  winnowed, 
but  want  no  others  as  we  have  a  different  method  of  cleaning 
Wheat  here  than  that  used  in  England. 

Whatever  Freight  other's  are  charged  for  the  Tobacco 
Shipped  in  Peterson  last  year  I  shall  expect  to  pay  for,  Mr. 
Custis  and  myself  but  cannot  help  observing  nevertheless  that 
I  have  heard  of  no  other  Ships  going  at  £  10  pr  Tonn  from 
this  Colony  and  have  good  Reason's  to  believe  that  they  went 
at  a  much  lower  freight  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  Adam  is  not  yet  return'd  to  Virginia  so  that  I  do  not 
know  what  success  he  met  with  in  procuring  a  Gardner  for  me 
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in  Scotland.  I  am  obliged  to  you  however  for  the  trouble  you 
took  in  endeavouring  to  get  one  in  London  notwithstanding 
the  attempt  prov'd  fruitless.  It  was  not  my  Intention  to  give 
high  Wages,  Mr.  Adam  was  right  therefore  in  declining  the 
matter  when  he  found  they  were  not  to  be  had  upon  reasonable 
terms. 

Peterson's  late  Sailing  will,  I  fear  proove  very  detrimental  to 
us,  not  only  in  receiving  our  Goods  so  late  in  the  Season 
but  on  Acct.  of  our  Tobacco's  not  getting  to  an  early  Market. 
I  remain,  etc. 

*  INVOICE  OF  GOODS  TO  BE  SHIPPED  BY  ROBERT  CARY  & 
CO.  AND  FOR  THE  USE  OF  GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 
POTOMACK  RIVER,  VIRGINIA,  VIZ. 

Wearing  Apparel  for  myself  pr.  Letter  herewith 

Inclosed  to  Mr.  Thos.  Gibson. 
Shoes  of  Mr.  Didsbury  pr.  Letter  to  him 
Seins  pr.  Ditto  Messrs.  Bradshaw  and  Davidson 
i  piece  of  best  India  Paduasoy,  of  a  fine  Mazarine  blew 
A  White  Sattin  quilted  Coat,  £3 
A  piece  of  fine  and  well  fancied  India  Chintz  of  the 

bordered  kind 
2  handsome  Caps  of  Minionet  Lace  one  to  wear  in  dress, 

the  other  with  a  Night  gown 
2  Patent  Nett  handerchief  s 
2    Do     Do  Hoods 
4  handkerchf  s.  of  Jackanot  Muslin  with  borders  to  them 

1  piece  of  pretty  trim'gs  for  washing  Gowns 
15  yards  of  fash'e  ribbon,  difft.  sorts 

6  pieces  of  fine  Tape  l/z  an  Inch  brd. 

6  Flat  white  silk  Laces 

A  Blew  Sattin  Bonnett 

A  pr.  of  Jean's  stays  pr.  Meas'e  sent 

2  oz.  of  black  Silk 

4  oz.  of  ditto  difft.  colours  properly  sorted 
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3  fine  Ivory  Combs 
3  M  large  Pins 
3  M  Midling  Do 

3  M  short  Whites 

20/  worth  of  Paste  and  Garnet  Pins  for  the  hair 
A  Small  neat  Gold  Seal  proper  for  a  Lady's  Watch 
6  pr.  of  White  Kid  Mitts 
2  pr.  of  Purple  Do 

4  pr.  of  White  Kid  Gloves  )  Womens 

1  pr.  of  White  Silk      Do 

2  pr.  of      Do    Do  Mitts 
2  pr.  of  Mens  strong  and  Course  bro:  thr'd 

Gloves  with  slits  in  the  forefing'r  and  thumb    *     *     * 
1  pr.  Toed  Clogs,  to  be  made  by  the  Shoe  sent  (having 

Martha  Washington  wrote  therein)  by  Gresham  at  the 

Crown  in  Covent  Garden  who  is  desired  to  keep 

the  Shoe  by  him  to  save  the  trouble  of  send'g  a 

Mea'e  ev'y  y'r.    *    *    * 
8  Damask  Table  Cloths  10/4  long  and  abt.  7/4  wide  at 

abt.  25/  each. 

1  ps.  of  Jean's  (or  Fustion)  of  the  col'r  and  finess  of  the 
Inclosed  Patern 

12  Loaves  of  dble  refind  Sugar 
12  Do  single  Do 

2  Jarrs  best  raison's 

1  Jarrs  best  Currants 
30  lbs  Do  Jordan  Almonds 
4  lbs  White  Ginger 
4  oz  of  Mace  4  oz  Nutmegs 
4  oz.  Cinnam'n             4  oz  Cloves 

2  lbs  Fig  blew 

1  Bottle  Anchovies 
4  Do  of  French  Olives 

2  Do  of  Walnuts  2  do  of  Capers 
1  Gallon  best  Salid  Oil 
6  Bottles  best  Durham  Mustard    *    *    * 
1  best  White  Saddle  Cloth  b'd  with  straps  and 

Leather  Flaps,  abt.  5/ 
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i  y2  doz'n  pr.  strong  dog  Couples,  with  Rings,  Swivels, 

and  Straps    *    *    * 
2  doz'n  pr.  large  Chinese  great  Ivory  Table  knives  and 

Forks,  to  suit  those  sent  last  year  by  Thos.  Squire 

and  charged  at  36/  a  doz'n    *     *    * 
4  Hair  House  Brooms    *    *    * 
4  Neat  and  fash'e  Cut  glass  Decanters  w'  brd.  Bott'ms, 

that  they  may  stand  firm  on  the  Table 
6  Neat  and  fash'e  Cut  Beer  Glasses  to  suit  Ditto 
2^4  doz'n  Do  Do  Wine  Do  to  suit  Do  to  be  rather  low, 

and  strong,  as  well  as  Neat 
1  pr.  of  best  Buck  Breeches  pr.  Mea'e  sent  last  y'r,  to 

J.  Coleman,  to  have  a  side  Pocket,  and  Buckle  behind 
A  Gendeman's  Hunt'g  Cap,  Coverd  with  black  Velvet,  to 

fit  a  pretty  large  head,  cushioned  round  or  stuffd  to 

make  it  sit  easy  thereon.  A  Silk  Band,  and  hand- 
some Silv'r  Buckle  to  it. 
1  pr.  of  Silver  Spur's  of  the  new'r  Fashn. 
1  Neat  and  Fash'e  Silver  Pencil  Case 
1  doz'n  spare  Pencils  for  Do,  some  of  them  red,  some  black 

and  pretty  hard,  at  least  not  too  soft 
1  Best  whole  hunting  Whip,  pretty  stout  and  strong,  cap'd 

with  Silver  and  my  name  and  the  y'r  engravd  thereon 
1  pr.  of  fash'e  fold  enameld  Sleeve  Buttons 
A  Ditto  Broach  Do 
A  Neat  and  very  good  two  bladed  Knife  middle  size  to  cost 

5/ 

30  yards  of  yard  wide  Floor  Matt'g 

1  doz'n  Neat  and  light  18  Feet  oars  for  a  Light  Whale 
Boat,  the  Blades  scoop'd  &ca.  and  Painted 

1  Doz'n  large  Breakfast  Tea  Cups  and  1  doz'n  Saucers,  with 
8  Coffee  Cups  and  8  Saucers,  Also  1  doz'n  smaller 
Tea  Cups  and  the  like  number  of  saucers,  together 
with  8  Coffee  Cups  and  Saucers  to  them,  with  a  Tea 
Pot,  Milk  Pot,  Sugar  Dish,  and  slop  Bowl  to  each  Set, 
the  whole  to  be  of  the  same  kind  of  China,  of  a  fash'e 
but  not  of  a  cosdy  sort. 
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*  INVOICE  OF  GOODS  TO  BE  SHIPP'D  BY  ROBT.  CARY  ESQ. 
&  CO.  FOR  THE  USE  OF  MISS.  MARTHA  PARKE  CUSTIS, 
AND  TO  HER  CHARGED  BUT  CONSIGNED  TO  GEO: 
WASHINGTON,  POTOMACK  RIV'R,  VIRGINIA,  VIZ. 

A  Suit  of  Fash'e  Lace,  Includ'g  a  Cap  with  Lappits,  Ruffles,  Tippet 
(  or  handkerchief  &ca) ,  not  to  exceed  £  40,  see  Letter  to  S.  Thorne. 

2  Very  handsome  Caps  of  Min't  Lace 

3  Patent  Nett  Hoods 

2  Ditto  Handkerchiefs 

A  Taresa  Handkerchief  or  Cloak 

A  handsome  Suit  of  Tambour  Worked  Muslin 

A  Tambour  Frame  to  Work  Muslin  in  with  proper  needles  and 

Thread 
A  hand'e  and  fash'e  Sattin  Bonnett 
A  Black  silk  Apron 

1  pr.  Black  silk  Gloves,  Nett 

2  pr.    Do   Do    Mitts    Do 

A  handsome  Velvet  Collar  with  an  Indian  Pearle  Bow  to  it 

A  String  of  Amber  Beeds 

A  Sett  of  Firestone  Necklace  and  Earings  set  round  with 

Paste  with  Pins  &ca.  to  them,  not  to  exceed  £y 
A  Guinea's  worth  of  Hair  Pins  set  with  Paste  and  Garnett 
A  pair  of  Fash'e  and  handsome  Garnett  Shoe  Buckles 
1  Small  Silver  thimble  with  a  Steel  Top 
£  Very  hand'e  sm'l  two  blad'd  knife,  7/6  A  Sett  of  hande.  Quadrille 

Counters,  made  of  Mother  of  Pearle  w'  Boxes  &ca  comp't 
A  Powder  Box  and  Puff 
1  M  bla:  Hair  Pins 
A  Sacque  and  Coat  of  fash'e  and  well  fancied  Silk, 

to  be  made  by  the  Meas'e  sent  last  Y'r 
l/2  a  ps.  of  hands'e  fancied  Call'o  a  3/  pr.  yd. 
Vz  a  ps.  of  very  pretty  Dark  G'd    Do  a  Do 
1  ps.  of  fine  Cord  id  Dimoty 
1  ps.  Irish  Linnen 34/ 

3  Ells  of  fine  Holland a  10/ 

3  ps.  of  fine  White  Tape  }4  Inch  broad 
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2  Oz.  of  8d.  Cotton  thread 

2  Do       io     Do        Do 

20  yds.  hands'e  and  fash'e  Ribbon  difft.  sorts 

A  hands'e  Fan  at  a  Guinea 

2  pr.of  fash'e  Silk  Shoes  with  Shapes,  one  of  gold,  the  other  of  Silver 

i  pr.  of  Shoes  made  of  Queen's  Silk 

8  pr.  bla:  Callimanca  Pumps 

2  pr.  Leather     Do        Note  all  these  Shoes  to  be  made  by  the  one 

sent  (having  Martha  Parke  Custis  wrote  therein)  and  to  be  made 

by  Gresham  at  the  Crown  in  Covent  Garden 
6  pr.  fine  thread  Hose 
6  pr.  Cotton  Do 

2  pr.  White  Silk    Do 
Fordices  Sermon's 
A  Large  Family  Bible  bound  in  Morrocco  with  Cuts,  and  Silver 

Clasps 
A  small  and  very  neat  Prayer  Book  with  the  new  Version  of 

Psalms  and  Comp'm  to  the  Alter,  with  Silv'r  Clasps. 
Ladys  Magazine 

ToJOHNDIDSBURY 

Virginia,  July  15, 1772. 
Sir:  Please  to  send  the  following  Shoes  and  Boots  and  apply 
to  Robt.  Cary  Esqr.  &  Co.  for  Payment. 
For  Geo:  Washington 
3  pair  of  strong  but  neat  Shoes       1  B   ^  ^  Meas>e 
3  pr.  of  neat  and  light       Do  f 

1  pr.  of  Morrocco  Leather  Slippers  j 

For  Mr.  Custis. 

2  pair  of  neat  dble  Chan'd  Pumps 

3  pr.  of  strong  but  neat  Shoes 

4  pr.  of  neat  and  thin      Do 
2  pr.  of  neat  dress'd  Pumps 
1  pr.  neat  red  Morrocco  Slippers 
1  pr.  neat  but  strong  Boots 

The  Shoes  which  you  sent  me  last  fitted  very  well,  but  were 
in  my  opinion  very  ill  shap'd;  at  least  they  do  not  please  my 


sent 


pr.  Meas'e  now  sent 
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taste  as  I  am  not  fond  of  either  long,  or  low  hind  Quarters,  or 
Sharp  Toes.  I  beg  that  none  of  the  Shoes  you  now,  or  hereafter 
may  send  me,  may  be  made  of  Dogskin  unless  particularly  re- 
quired to  be  so.  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

PS  Mr.  Custis  desires  his  Shoes  may  be  made  long  and  low 
in  the  hind  Quarters.  In  short  they  may  be  made  fashionable. 

*MEMORANDUM  FOR  WEBSTER  &  SON 

July  15, 1772. 
The  Inclos'd  new  Watch  Key,  is  one  of  the  3  w'ch  were  sent 
me  last  year  by  Webster  and  Son  in  consequence  of  my  desiring 
them  to  be  very  neat,  the  other  two  are  exactly  like  it,  and 
chargd  at  1/6  each,  when  I  could  have  bought  as  many  as  I 
pleasd  in  the  Shops  here  (rather  neater)  at  6d.  yl/z  a  piece  this 
Cy.  I  again  wish  to  have  two  very  different  from  this  Common 
sort,  to  be  of  the  size  of  the  old  one,  and  one  of  them  to  work 
like  it,  the  other  as  the  new  one;  but  both  to  be  of  the  best  kind, 
and  much  handsomer  and  Neater  than  either. 

*To  THOMAS  GIBSON 

Virginia,  July  15, 1772. 
Mr.  Gibson:  The  Coat  and  Waistcoat  which  you  sent  me  last 
year  (by  order  of  Robt.  Cary  Esq'r  &  Co.)  fitted  very  well,  ex- 
cept having  the  fault  you  apprehended  of  being  too  long  in  the 
Skirts  (for  I  was  obliged  to  cut  of  near  three  Inches  from 
the  length)  and  being  at  the  sametime  a  little  too  tight  in  the 
Sleeves;  with  an  allowance  for  these  alteration's  I  have  to  desire 
you  to  make  the  following  Cloaths  for  me  now 

A  Fash'e  Suit  of  Cloaths  made  of  a  handsome  Super'e 

Broad  Cloth  for  dress 
A  Fash'e  Ditto  made  of  Cassimer  for  Summer  Wear,  well 

fancied  and  only  faced  and  Lined  in  the  foreskirts 
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A  Riding  Frock  of  a  handsome  Drab  colour'd  broad  Cloth 

with  plain  dble  gilt  Button's 
A  Riding  Waistcoat  of  Superfine  Scarlet  Cloth,  and  gold  Lace 

with  Button's  like  those  of  the  Coat. 
A  Blew  Sartoot  Coat,  and 
A  pair  of  best  black  Silk  Nett  Breeches,  made  longer  than 

the  Measure  sent  last  y'r,  all  the  Breeches  to  be 

worn  w'  Drawers 

I  have  also  to  request  you  to  send  the  following  Cloaths  for 
Mr.  Custis,  desiring  at  the  same  time  that  they  may  be  made 
larger  than  those  you  sent  him  last  year  as  the  Breeches  were 
too  small  for  him  every  way  especially  in  the  Seat,  and  the 
Coats  too  narrow  across  the  shoulders  over  and  above  these 
alteration's  you  are  to  make  a  proper  allowance  for  his  growth 
since  as  he  is  not  only  Taller,  but  lustier  in  ev'  other  resp't 

A  Fash'e  Suit  of  Cloaths  made  of  a  handsome  Super'e 

brd.  Cloath  for  dress 
A  Fash'e  and  hands'e  Suit  of  Do  for  Summer  Wear  to 

be  faced  and  Lined  in  the  Foreskirts  only. 
A  Fash'e  Riding  Frock,  and  Buff  cloath  Waist'  w'  a 

gold  Lace 
A  pr.  of  Fash'e  Silk  Nett  Breeches,  and 
A  pr.  of  very  fine  Black  Everlasting  Do 

Robt.  Cary  Esqr.  &  Co.  will  pay  you  for  these  things  and  I  am 
Sir,  etc. 

P.  S.  Send  Mr.  Custis  also,  a  Waistcoat  of  Superfine  Scarlet 
Cloth  with  a  Neat  light  gold  Embroidery  (if  Embroidery  is  in 
Fashion,  if  not  then  to  have  a  gold  Lace  on  it).  In  short  he 
wants  a  fash'e  Winter  Waistcoat  which  you  will  please  to  let 
this  be,  Yrs.  &ca. 

*To  BRADSHAW  &  DAVIDSON 

Virginia,  July  15, 1772. 
Gentn:  That  I  may  have  my  Seins  Nett  exactly  agreeable  to 
directions  this  y'r  I  give  you  the  trouble  of  receiv'g  this  Letter 
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from  me  to  desire  that  3  may  be  made.  One  of  them  80  fathom 
long  another  70,  and  the  3d.  65  fathom,  all  of  them  to  be  12  feet 
deep  in  the  middle  and  to  decrease  to  7  at  the  end  when  Rigged 
and  fit  for  use;  to  be  so  close  Mesh'd  in  the  Middle  as  not  to 
suffer  the  Herr'gs  (for  w'ch  kind  of  Fishery  they  are  intended) 
to  hang  in  them  because,  when  this  is  the  case  it  gives  us  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  at  the  busy  hurrying  Season  to  disengage  the 
Sein  and  often  is  the  means  of  Taring  it.  But  the  Meshes  may 
widen  as  they  approach  the  ends;  the  Corks  to  be  no  more  than 
2  feet  and  half  asunder  and  fixd  on  flat  ways  that  they  may 
Swim  and  bear  the  Sein  up  bett'r  w'h  a  float  right  in  the  middle 
to  shew  the  approach  of  the  Sein  with  greater  certainty  in  case 
the  Corks  should  Sink,  the  Leads  to  be  5  feet  apart.  The  Sein 
I  had  from  you  last  y'r  (by  ord'r  of  R  Cary  Esqr.  &  Co.)  had 
two  faults,  one  of  w'ch  is  that  of  hav'g  the  Meshes  too  open  in 
the  Middle;  the  other  of  being  too  strait  rig'd;  to  avoid  w'ch  I 
advice  you  to  loose  at  least  1/3  of  the  length  in  hanging  these 
Seins;  that  is,  to  let  your  80  Fathom  Sein  be  120  in  the  strait 
Meas'e  (before  it  is  hung  to  the  Lead  and  Cork  Lines)  and  the 
other  2  to  bear  the  same  prop'n.  I  c'd  wish  to  have  these  Seins 
Tan'd  but  it  is  thought  the  one  I  had  from  you  last  y'r  was 
inj'd  in  the  Vat  for  w'ch  reason  I  leave  it  to  you  to  have  these 
Tan'd,  or  not,  as  you  shall  judge  most  expedient.  Robt.  Cary 
Esqr.  &  co.  will  pay  you  for  them  also  for  25  lbs  of  twine  w'ch 
I  desire  may  acompany  them.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  I 
sh'd  have  these  Seins  as  soon  as  possible  for  w'ch  reason  I  hope 
no  disapp't  will  happen  from  you  as  I  possibly  may  be  a  pretty- 
good  customer  for  the  time  to  come  if  you  do  me  justice  in  these 
now  ordered.  I  would  not  wish  to  have  them  made  of  thick 
heavy  twine  as  they  are  more  liable  to  heat  and  req'rgreat'r  force 
to  Work  them;  keep  this  Letter  by  you  and  I  can  from  time  to 
time  point  out  any  alter'ns  I  may  find  necessary  to  make  in 
future  with  greater  ease  and  certainty.  I  am  Gentn.,  etc. 


98  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [July 

*To  DANIEL  JENIFER  ADAMS 

Mount  Vernon,  July  20, 1772. 

Sir :  If  the  price  of  Superfine  Flour  in  Barbadoes  is  not  under 
Twenty  five  Shillings  pr.  C't  I  would  have  mine  sold  there 
rather  than  hazard  any  other  Market;  but  if  it  should  be  lower 
than  this,  I  would  in  that  case,  take  the  chance  of  some  of  the 
other  Islands  (if  you  should  call  at  them  in  your  way  to  Ja- 
maica, in  any  of  which,  if  you  can  get  such  a  price  as  to  nett 
me  two  pence  a  pound  Virg'a  Curr'y  by  the  Invoice  exclusive, 
of  Freight,  Commission's,  and  every  other  Incident  charge,  I 
would  take  it,  unless  there  should  be  a  moral  certainty  of  its 
selling  higher  in  Jamaica.  If  all  these  chances  fail  the  Flour 
must  then  be  sold  in  Jamaica  for  what  it  will  fetch,  unless  it 
should  be  very  low,  and  a  prospect  of  rising;  in  which  case  I 
would  have  it  left  with  Mr.  McMickan  &  Co.  to  sell,  provided 
(upon  examination)  it  is  found  to  be  in  a  condition  to  keep.  In 
the  disposal  of  this  Flour,  I  recommend  its  being  lump'd  of 
rather  than  sold  in  small  parcels  for  tryal,  as  it  was  ground  out 
of  indifferent  Wheat;  and  will,  I  fear,  look  better  to  the  eye, 
than  it  will  proove  agreeable  to  the  taste,  being  a  little  Musty. 

The  Money  arising  from  the  Sales  I  would  have  laid  out  in 
Negroes,  if  choice  ones  can  be  had  under  Forty  pounds  Sterl; 
if  not,  then  in  Rum  and  Sugar  from  Barbadoes,  or  any  any  of 
the  Windward  Islands;  and  Sugar  and  Molasses  if  the  Flour 
sh'd  be  sold  in  Jam'a. 

If  the  Return's  are  in  Slaves  let  there  be  two  thirds  of  them 
Males,  the  other  third  Females.  The  former  not  exceeding  (at 
any  rate)  20  y'rs  of  age,  the  latter  16.  All  of  them  to  be  strait 
Limb'd,  and  in  every  respect  strong  and  likely,  with  good 
Teeth,  and  good  Countenances,  to  be  sufficiently  provided 
with  Cloaths. 
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I  have  also  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  bring  me  the 
following  Articles. 

A  Cask  of  about  50  or  60  Gall'ns  of  the  best  old 

Spirits  especially  from  Barbadoes 
A  Barrel  of  best  Oranges 
1  Ditto  of  Lemon's  or  Lymes 
1  Pott  of  about  5  lb.  best  green  Sweet  Meats  Mixed 
1  Ditto  of  Ginger 
10  lbs  of  best  Tamarinds,  all  of  them  preserv'd  with 

White  Sug'r 
A  Pot  of  good  dryed  Figs  if  to  be  had  upon  good  terms 
1  lb.  of  Kian  Pepper 
Some  Pine  apples  and  a  doz'n  or  two  of  Coco  Nuts 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  prosperous  Voyage,  I  remain, 
Sir,  etc. 

*To  MATTHEW  CAMPBELL67 

Mount  Vernon,  August  7,68 1772. 
Sir :  In  reply  to  your  Letter  of  the  4th.  I  think  it  a  piece  of  Jus- 
tice due  to  you  to  acknowledge  that  I  was  not  lead  to  enquire 
into  the  price  of  the  Goods  I  had  purchased  of  you  already,  and 
might  hearaf ter  take  from  any  thing  that  passed  between  us  at 
the  time  I  offered  to  discontinue  my  own  Importations  (upon 
Condition  I  could  get  my  Goods  at  nearly  what  they  would 
cost  to  Import  them  myself).  I  very  well  remember  that  noth- 
ing conclusive  passd  between  you  and  me  on  that  occasion;  as 
a  proof  of  w'ch  I  made  out  my  own  Invoice  and  sent  it  home 
by  Captn.  Jordan  as  usual,  consequently  you  were  not  restraind 
on  that  Acct.  from  charging  me  what  you  pleased.  My  enquiry 
arose  from  an  opinion  that  I  was  dealing  with  you  upon  better 
terms  than  common,  and  this  opinion  was  founded  upon  what 
Mr.  Adam  told  me  of  his  Scheme  when  I  came  therefore  to  see 


67  A  merchant  of  Alexandria,  Va. 
Ford  prints  this  letter  as  of  August  2. 
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an  Article  advanced  a  good  deal  higher  than  I  expected  I  own 
to  you  that  I  was  alarm'd  and  thought  it  high  time  to  know 
upon  what  footing  I  was  purchasing.  If  after  this  acknowl- 
edgement which  I  thought  it  incumbant  on  me  to  make  in 
order  that  you  might  be  released  even  from  the  apprehension 
of  an  engagement  you  still  think  proper  to  let  me  have  the 
Goods  I  may  find  occasion  to  buy  in  the  Country  at  25  pr.  Ct. 
Sterling  advance  upon  the  genuine  Cost  dischargeable  at  the 
Curr'y  exchange  I  will  confine  my  whole  Country  dealings  to 
your  Store  and  will  endeavour  to  thro  the  Wages  which  I  pay 
to  hirelings  into  your  hands  also;  provided  you  will  let  me 
know  upon  what  certain  reasonable  advance  they  can  have 
their  Goods  (upon  the  strength  of  my  Credit)  for  unless  they 
can  deal  with  you  upon  better  terms  than  with  others  I  should 
not  think  myself  justifyable  in  attempting  to  influence  their 
choice,  and  this  knowledge  I  must  come  at  in  order  that  I  may 
convince  them  (if  satisfied  myself)  of  the  propriety  of  the 
Measure. 

You  may  believe  me  sincere  when  I  assure  you  that  no  Man 
wishes  to  see  your  Company  prosper  in  Trade  more  than  I 
do  and  self  Interest  apart,  I  have  always  thought  the  way  to  do 
this  was  to  Import  largely  and  Sell  low  provided  you  could  get 
a  ready  Vend  and  quick  payments  for  your  Goods  but  do  not 
deceive  yourself  by  the  ready  dispatch  you  have  hither  to  met 
with;  for  tho'  I  do  not  pretend  to  dispute  your  Selling  at  a  low 
advance  in  general  (having  had  no  oppertunity  at  all  of  Judg- 
ing) yet  give  me  leave  to  add  that  the  progress  you  have  hither 
to  met  with  is  by  no  means  an  evid't  proof  of  it.  The  Mind  of 
Man  is  fond  of  Novelty,  Curiosity  led  many  to  your  Store,  and 
Inclination  when  there  tempted  them  to  be  doing;  to  this  they 
were  excited  by  an  opinion  which  most  People  had  imbibd  of 
your  large  Importation,  and  intended  Scheme  of  Trade  but  my 
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good  Sir  this  is  but  the  Work  of  a  day,  and  like  the  Evening  of 
it  will  sink  into  obscurity  unless  by  a  steady  adherance  to  your 
Plan  you  convince  the  judgment  as  well  as  satisfie  the  curiosity 
of  your  Customers.  You  see  that  I  have  used  a  freedom  which 
Friendship  only  can  excuse  me  for.  If  I  did  not  wish  well  to 
your  undertaking,  I  should  not  take  the  liberty  of  troubling 
you  with  my  Sentiments  which  however  different  from  your 
own,  or  wrong  in  your  principles,  are  truely  genuine.  If  you  are 
in  any  doubt,  in  respect  to  the  advance  upon  the  Goods  I  may 
get  for  my  own  use,  or  are  got  upon  my  Credit,  I  do  not  want  to 
hurry  you  into  a  determination.  The  matter  may  rest  till  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Adam.  I  am,  with  very  great  esteem,  etc. 

To  MRS.  MARGARET  SAVAGE 

Mount  Vernon,  September  20, 1772. 
Madam:  From  the  purport  of  Mrs.  Bomforts  last  favour  by 
Captn.  Grayson  it  wou'd  appear  that  my  letter  (and  the  small 
sum  I  was  able  to  advance  out  of  my  own  pocket  for  your  im- 
mediate support)  had  not  then  got  to  hand;  but  as  there  is  no 
doubt  of  its  having  done  so  before  this;  I  shall  not  give  you  the 
trouble  of  having  the  substance  of  it  recapitulated.  In  pursu- 
ance of  our  request,  I  have  at  length,  got  the  original  Deeds 
w'ch  passed  from  you  to  the  Doctors  previous  to  your  marriage, 
as  also  an  authentic  copy  of  the  Doctrs.  Bond  to  you  both  of 
which  are  herewith  inclosed.  In  procuring  the  former,  I  met 
with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  being  oblig'd  to  send  to  Wil- 
liamsburg for  them,  after  searching  Prince  William,  Fairfax 
and  Loudoun  offices  in  vain.  I  have,  at  the  same  time,  the  fur- 
ther satisfaction  of  advising  you,  that  I  think  we  are  in  fair  way 
of  setting  aside  the  transaction  with  Mr.  Montgomerie  respect- 
ing the  annuity  of  your  Bond;  and  consequently  coming  upon 
the  Doctor  for  the  whole  sum  due  thereon,  since  the  date  of 
your  marriage;  but  as  the  matter  yet  hangs  in  suspence,!  would 
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not  advise  you  to  be  altogether  sanguine,  till  you  hear  from  me 
again,  w'ch  shall  be  as  soon  as  we  can  get  the  matter  finally 
fixed  with  Mr.  Montgomerie.  In  the  interim  the  suit  goes  on 
against  the  Doctor,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  come  to  a  hear'g  in  a 
Court  or  more;  I  wou'd  advise  you  therefore  to  adhere  steadily 
to  your  appointment  of  Mr.  Piper,  who  seems  to  have  taken  a 
little  umbrage  at  your  changing  the  Channel  of  corrispond- 
ence  from  Mr.  Dixon,  as  if  you  were  suspicious  of  some  inat- 
tention or  remissness  in  one  or  the  other  of  them.  The  Doctor 
begins,  I  fancy,  to  squeak  at  the  prospect;  and  you  may  for 
ought  I  know,  soon  receive  some  proposals  of  accomodation 
from  him,  but  I  wou'd  advise  you  not  to  be  hasty  in  acceding  to 
them,  as  I  flatter  myself  we  are  not  without  a  very  good  chance 
of  recovering  the  whole  sum  due  upon  the  Bond;  and  you  may 
be  assured  that  his  offers  will  fall  short  of  his  expected  pay- 
ments. This  packet  was  intended  to  go  by  Capt:  Grayson,  but 
being  unluckily  from  home,  when  his  Ship  passed  by,  I  missed 
the  opportunity;  but  hope  it  will  get  safe  to  your  hands  not- 
withstanding. I  rejoice  sincerely,  that  it  is  in  my  power  from 
the  information  of  Mr.  Bomf ort  to  congratulate  you  upon  your 
recover'd  state  of  health;  at  the  same  time  I  assure  you  that  I  re- 
ceiv'd  the  acct.  of  your  affliction  with  real  concern;  Persons,  and 
things  in  this  neighbourhood  since  the  date  of  my  last,  remain 
nearly,  in  statu  quo;  Mrs.  Washington  and  Miss  Custis  join 
their  best  wishes  to  mine,  for  you,  and  I  am  Madam,  etc. 

To  MRS.  SARAH  BOMFORD 

Mount  Vernon,  September  20, 1772. 
Madam:  The  tender  concern  you  shew  to  the  distressed  is 
sufficiently  exemplif yed  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Savage,  and  will  be 
attended,  I  am  persuaded,  with  more  pleasing  reflections,  than 
the  acknowledgments  of  the  Lady,  or  the  thanks  of  her  friends 
are  capable  of  affording.  Brutal  as  the  Doctrs.  behaviour  must 
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appear  to  the  feelings  of  every  dispassionate  mind,  he  is  unwill- 
ing to  be  thought  the  Culprit  he  proves  himself;  for  he  does  not 
scruple  to  assert,  that  Mrs.  Savage  was  not  only  provided  with 
every  necessary,  but  all  kinds  of  conveniencies,  when  he  left 
Ireland :  little,  however  will  these  assertion's  avail  him,  when 
oppos'd  by  your  candid  and  disinterested  account  of  his  con- 
duct towards  that  Lady  nor  will  it, I  apprehend, avail  his  purse; 
as  we  are  not  without  hopes  of  bringing  her  Affairs  to  a  more 
favourable  issue  than  was  expected  in  my  last,  there  being  good 
reason  to  believe,  we  shall  now  be  able  to  set  aside  the  Transac- 
tion with  her  former  Agent,  and  consequently  bring  the  Doctor 
to  account  for  all  the  arrearages  due  on  the  Bond.  In  the  mean 
time  I  send  her  the  papers  she  requested  thro'  you,  and  with  all 
due  deference  and  respect  remain,  Madam,  etc. 

*  MEMORANDUM  FOR  LUND  WASHINGTON69 

Williamsburg,  November  20, 1772. 
Colo.  Lewis70  is  desired  to  sell  the  two  Bills  of  ^250  and 
^150  each  for  what  they  will  fetch — Receive  ^32.10.0  of  Colo. 
John  Banister71 — and  all  the  money  which  Hill72  can  collect. 

out  of  which 

To  pay  my  part  of  Norfleets  demand73 — Mr.  Hodges  claim 

against  Mr.  Robt.  Adam — ^20  to  John  Washington  (being 

money  received  for  him  of  Mr.  Ross)  and  one  hund.  and  odd 

pounds  to  the  Treasury  on  acct.  of  Mr.  William  Ramsay; 

""Lund  Washington  (1737— 1796),  of  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  was  the  son  of  Town- 
send  and  Elizabeth  (Lund)  Washington,  of  Chotank,  Va.  Lund  Washington's  and 
George  Washington's  great-grandfathers  were  brothers.  Lund  married  Elizabeth 
Foote.  He  was  manager  of  Mount  Vernon  in  Washington's  absence  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary War  and  for  a  while  afterwards. 

70  Col.  Fielding  Lewis. 

71  Col.  John  Banister  was  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention  of  1776;  of  the 
House  of  Burgesses,  1777;  and  Delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress  in  1779.  His 
first  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Col.  Theodoric  Bland. 

"James  Hill,  overseer  of  John  Parke  Custis's  plantation  on  the  York  River,  Va. 
"Marmaduke  Norfleet.  The  claim  was  connected  with  the  Great  Dismal  Swamp 
venture. 
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provided  the  ,£32.10  is  reed  of  Col  Bannister  and  Hill  is  able  to 
pay  at  least  £  125  otherwise  no  money  to  be  paid  for,  and  on  acct. 
of  Mr.  Ramsay,  as  I  cannot  spare  the  money  from  my  Wheat 
Contracts  and  other  Engagements. 

also  to  receive 
From  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  or  Mr.  Montgomerie  the 
further  Sum  of  ,£270  (a  Sum  I  expected  to  receive  myself)  all  of 
which  money's  after  making  the  above  payments,  under  the 
provisos  there  mentioned  be  pleased  to  bring  up  and  advise  me 
of  your  arrival  by  Post  that  I  may  send  Lund  Washington  down 
as  I  shall  be  much  in  want  of  the  Cash  to  pay  for  what  Wheat 
I  have  bought.74 

To  DOCTOR  JOHN  BRISCO 

Fairfax  County,  December  3, 1772. 
Sir:  I  have  been  inform'd,  that  a  Survey  which  Captain 
Crawford  made  for  me  on  the  Ohio  (being  the  first  bottom  on 
the  So.  East  side  of  the  river)  above  Capteening,  and  nearly 
opposite  to  Pipe  Creek,  at  my  particular  request,  You  have 
either  gone,  or  intend  to  go,  and  take  possession  of;  Such  a  step 
as  this,  I  cou'd  hardly  have  expected  from  you.  However  as  it 
is  a  piece  of  Land  I  viewed  in  Novr.  1770  before  you  had  ever 
explored  that  Country,  have  had  it  surveyed  by  an  Officer 
legally  appointed  by  the  Surveyors  General  of  this  Colony,  and 
am  resolved  to  take  out  a  Patent  for  it  (notwithstanding  any 
improvement  you  either  have,  or  may  make  upon  it)  so  soon 
as  Rights  are  to  be  had.  I  have  judged  it  expedient  to  serve  you 
with  this  notice  thereof,  (which  I  am  told  is  not  the  first 
you  have  had)  and  to  assure  you  at  the  same  time,  that  I  am 

"The  editor  is  indebted  to  Judge  E.  A.  Armstrong,  of  Princeton,  N.  J.,  for  the  text 
of  this  memorandum. 
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determin'd  not  to  relinquish  my  right  to  this  Tract,  which  con- 
tains 587  acres,  and  which  I  am  ready  to  pay  for  at  any  time,  till 
I  have  at  least  spent  the  full  value  of  the  Land  in  support  of  my 
claim.  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

*To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  December  18,  [1772]. 
Dear  Sir:  I  send  my  Carriage  up  but  cannot  undertake  to 
promise  for  the  Horses  bringing  you  down,  as  two  of  them  are 
unused  to  drawing,  and  but  one  Postilion  accustomed  to  drive, 
the  other,  with  my  lame  Horses  not  being  return'd  from  Wil- 
liamsburg. Mrs.  Washington  &ca.  join  in  Compliments  to  Mrs. 
and  Miss.  Boucher,  who,  together  with  yourself  we  shall  expect 
to  see  at  Dinner.  I  am,  etc.75 

*To  ROBERT  McMICKAN76 

Mount  Vernon,  January  12, 1773. 
Sir:  The  Inclosed  Letter,  is  occasiond  by  a  Paragraph  in  one 
of  your  Letters  to  Messrs.  Robert  Adam  &  Co.,77  and  I  should 
be  obliged  to  you  to  make  use  of  it,  or  not,  as  circumstances 
may  require;  for  it  is  not  my  wish  to  proceed  to  any  harsh  or 
rigorous  measures  by  which  a  Man  just  setting  out  in  Trade 
may  be  injur'd  if  there  is  a  possibility  of  avoiding  it.  The  Incon- 
sistency however  in  Adams's78  Letters,  added  to  his  chang's  of 
Destination,  and  your  hints  leave  but  too  much  room  to  suspect 
that  all  is  not  well;  but,  if  contrary  to  expectation  you  should 

75 The  editor  is  indebted  to  Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach  for  the  text  of  this  letter. 

76  A  merchant  in  Jamaica,  West  Indies. 

"Robert  Adam  &  Co.,  merchants  of  Alexandria,  Va. 

"Daniel  Jenifer  Adams,  of  Charles  County,  Md.  He  was  a  son  of  Josias  Adams,  of 
Charles  County,  and  a  major  in  the  Seventh  Maryland  Battalion  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  He  was  a  nephew  of  Daniel  Jenifer.  Washington  had  entrusted  a  cargo 
of  flour  to  him,  to  be  sold  in  Jamaica. 
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find  things  in  a  better  way  than  is  apprehended  please  to  with 
hold  the  Letter  directed  to  him,  and  suffer  him  to  proceed 
without  Interruption  taking  no  notice  of  your  having  receivd 
any  power  on  this  head  which  will  much  oblige,  Yr.,  etc. 

*To  ROBERT  McMICKAN 

Mount  Vernon,  January  12, 1773. 

Sir:  In  July  last  I  shipd  273  Barr'es  of  Flour  in  the  Brig  Fair- 
fax, Saml.  Brodie  Master  for  Barbadoes;  or,  in  case  of  bad  Mar- 
kets there,  to  Jamacia  and  consignd  them  to  Mr.  D.  Jenifer 
Adams  who  went  in  the  Vessell,  and  was  part  owner  thereof; 
directing  the  proceeds  (together  with  ;£  86.5.0  Virg'e  Curr'y  or 
£6g  Sterg.  Excha:  25  pr.  Ct.  being  the  amount  of  115  Barr'es 
of  Herrings  sold  him  and  to  be  paid  for  in  the  Freight  of  the 
Flour  or)  to  be  laid  out  as  you  will  see  by  the  Inclosd  Letter  of 
Instructions  since  which  I  have  been  Inf  ormd  that  a  Misunder- 
standing has  arisen  between  the  Captn.  and  Mr.  Adams;  that 
the  Vessell  is  Sold,  purchased  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  taken  a 
Freight  to  the  Bay  of  Honduras. 

These  things  having  happend  contrary  to  the  Intention  of 
the  Owners,  when  the  Brig  Saild  from  this  Country,  added  to 
some  more  Cogent  Reasons  (unnecessary  to  Mention)  has 
given  rise  to  a  Suspicion  that  my  Property  is  in  a  very  precarious 
way,  and  by  no  means  safe  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Adams;  I  must 
beg  the  favour  of  you  therefore  to  make  particular  enquiry  into 
the  state  of  this  matter;  and,  if  you  find,  as  I  have  much  reason 
to  fear,  that  the  proceeds  of  my  Flour  has  been  Misapplied, 
that  you  will  use  your  best  endeavours  to  obtain  redress  for  me; 
to  this  end,  and  to  effect  this  purpose,  I  do  hereby  constitute 
and  appoint  you  my  full  and  Lawfull  Attorney,  to  Act  and  do 
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for  me  in  any  manner  you  shall  think  fit  in  the  premises,  in- 
tending by  these  presents  to  Invest  you  with  every  power  that 
I  myself  might  have  if  there,  to  settle,  Sue  for,  and  recover  the 
proceeds  of  my  Flour,  and  the  price  of  my  Herrings  from  Mr. 
Adams;  and  remit  them  to  me  in  the  manner  he  was  directed 
to  do;  and  that  you  may  with  the  greater  ease  effect  this,  I  have, 
in  the  Inclosed  Letter  to  Mr.  Adams  (left  open  for  your  pe- 
rusal) desired  him  to  settle  with,  and  pay  into  your  hands 
the  sums  respectively  due  to  me.  I  am  sorry  I  am  laid  under  the 
necessity  of  giving  you  this  trouble,  but  hope  you  will  excuse  it 
from  Sir,  Yr.,  etc. 

*To  DANIEL  JENIFER  ADAMS 

Mount  Vernon,  January  12, 1773. 
Sir:  As  there  appears  to  be  a  good  deal  of  Inconsistency  be- 
tween your  Letters  to  me  and  those  to  Colo.  Carlyle  respecting 
the  Sale  of  the  Brig,  and  as  you  have  chang'd  the  Destination 
of  the  Vessell  contrary  to  the  Original  Intention  of  the  Voyage, 
and  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the  Owner  here  (to  my  very 
great  Inconvenience)  and  as  some  other  reasons  might  be 
added,  if  necessary,  still  more  cogent,  I  shall  stand  excus'd  I 
hope  for  with  drawing  my  effects  out  of  your  hands;  In  order 
to  which,  I  have  given  Mr.  McMickan  a  power  to  settle  with, 
and  receive  from  you  the  proceeds  of  my  Flour,  as  also  the  price 
of  the  Herrings  you  had  of  me  to  the  amount  of  ,£86.5.0  Virg'a 
Curr'y  either  in  the  Freight  or  otherwise.  You  will  not  fail  I 
hope  to  comply  with  this  request  as  he  is  vested  with  sufficient 
authority  to  enforce  it  in  behalf  of  Sir,  Yr.,  etc.79 

79  Washington  later  attached  some  land  belonging  to  Adams  in  recovery  of  the  debt 
occasioned  by  this  failure.  The  land  was  located  in  Charles  County,  Md.,  and  is  noted 
in  Washington's  will.  Sundry  letters  from  Adams  regarding  this  land  are  printed  in 
Hamilton's  Letters  to  Washington,  vol.  5. 
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*To  GEORGE  WILLIAM  FAIRFAX 

Mount  Vernon,  January  19, 1773. 

Dear  Sir:  If  you  are  done  with  my  Compass  and  Plotting  In- 
struments, I  should  be  glad  to  receive  them  by  the  bearer,  as  I 
measure  all  my  Fields,  and  am  now  Inclosing  a  new  one,  and 
do  not  know  where  to  lay  the  Rails  that  are  to  Fence  it,  till  I 
find  how  much  of  the  Field  will  give  me  the  quantity  of  Land 
I  want  to  Inclose 

As  I  wrote  to  you  in  haste  the  morning  of  the  day  Lord 
Sterlg.80  yourself  &ca.  were  to  dine  here81  (in  answer  to  your 
Letter  of  the  1st.  Inst.)  I  might  not  perhaps  have  expressed  my 
meaning  so  clearly  as  I  wishd  to  have  done,  in  respect  to  the 
several  matters  therein  containd;  and  therefore  cannot  help 
again  repeating,  that,  if  you  think,  engaged  as  I  often  am  in 
Company,  with  my  own  business,  and  the  business  of  others,  I 
can  be  as  serviceable  to  you  in  your  absence,  as  another  who 
may  have  more  leisure,  but  not  more  Inclination,  I  shall  under- 
take it  with  chearfulness  My  only  diffidence  arose  from  an  ap- 
prehension that,  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  give  that  attention 
to  your  business  which  the  nature  of  the  case  might  require ; 
and  that  I  might  in  fact,  do  you  a  disservice  by  undertaking 
more  than  I  could  perform;  but  upon  perusing  your  Letter  more 
attentively,  I  find  that,  as  you  only  require  that  I  should  have 
an  eye  to  the  conduct  of  your  Steward  or  manager,  and  to  remit 
his  Collections ;  I  can  do  it  with  very  little  difficulty ;  and  will,  if 

80  William  Alexander,  called  Lord  Stirling.  He  was  born  in  New  York  City  but  lived 
most  of  his  life  in  New  Jersey.  His  claim  to  the  earldom  of  Stirling  was  denied  by  the 
House  of  Lords.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Philip  Livingston  and  was,  successively,  a 
colonel,  brigadier  general,  and  major  general  in  the  Continental  Army.  He  was  a 
firm  friend  of  and  greatly  trusted  by  Washington. 

81  The  following  entry  appears  in  Washington's  "Diary"  (Jan.  2,  1773):  "Lord 
Stirling  and  Captn.  Foy,  with  Colo.  Fairfax,  came  to  dinner.  The  latter  went  away 
afterwards,  the  other  Gentlemen  stayd."  Capt.  Edward  Foy  was  secretary  to  Governor 
Dunmore.  George  William  Fairfax  was  preparing  for  a  visit  to  England  and  wished 
Washington  to  take  care  of  his  Virginia  interests  while  absent. 
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you  think  proper  to  repose  this  Trust  in  me,  discharge  it  to  the 
zest  of  my  judgment. 

Our  Compliments  are  presented  to  yourself,  and  Mrs.  Fair- 
fax who  we  hope  to  hear  is  better.  One  of  the  Letters  herewith 
sent  was  found  upon  the  Road  in  Stafford  and  brought  from 
thence  a  day  or  two  ago  by  L :  Washington.  I  am,  etc. 

*To  THOMAS  NEWTON,  JUNIOR82 

Mount  Vernon,  January  23, 1773. 

Sir :  By  the  Liberty  Wm.  Keath  I  send  you  80  Barr'ls  of  Her- 
rings pr.  receipt  Inclosed;  which  please  to  dispose  of  for  April 
pay;  or,  if  the  price  can  be  enhanc'd  by  it,  for  that  of  July. 

As  I  have  never  yet  sold  a  Barr'l  of  my  Fish  under  15/  at  my 
Landing,  as  I  know  them  to  be  good  (equal  if  not  superior  to 
any  that  is  transported  from  this  Country),  and  in  no  danger 
of  spoiling  by  keeping,  being  well  cured,  and  well  pack'd  in 
tight  Cask;  I  shall  hope  that  you  will  be  able,  between  this 
and  the  coming  in  of  the  New  Fish,  to  sell  these  for  15/  clear 
of  Freight  and  Commission.  Some  of  the  same  Cargo  ship'd 
in  the  Fairfax  by  a  Gent'n  to  whom  I  sold  them,  fetch'd  25/  in 
Jamaica;  when  other  Herrings  on  board  the  same  Vessell  scarce 
reach'd  12/6,  and  some  again  sold  for  less  than  10/  a  Barrell. 

I  have  now  a  Vessell  waiting  (at  the  mouth  of  the  Creek  on 
which  my  Mill  stands)  to  take  in  Flour  to  your  address,  but 
the  Ice  prevents  the  delivery  of  it.  A  few  days  may  produce  a 
change,  and  enable  me  to  load  it.  The  quantity  to  be  sent  can- 
not be  ascertain'd;  as  the  Stoage  of  the  sloop  is  unknown;  per- 
haps there  may  be  about  200  Barr'ls  of  Super  fine  Burr;  50  of 
Midling  Do;  and  50  of  Bisquet  stuff,  as  it  is  suppos'd  the  Vessell 

S2Newton  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Amy  (Hutchings)  Newton,  a  merchant  of  Nor- 
folk, Va.  He  held  various  public  offices  of  trust  during  the  Revolution  and  in  1786 
was  mayor  of  Norfolk.  He  married  Martha  Tucker. 
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will  carry  about  300  Barr'ls  in  all.  By  that  oppertunity  I  shall 
write  you  again,  in  the  meanwhile  I  have  to  request  the  favour 
of  you  to  give  the  Inclosed  Letter  to  Mr.  McMickan,  the  first 
conveyance  that  offers  as  the  dispatch  of  it  may,  eventually  be 
a  matter  of  some  Importance  to  Sir,  Yr.,  etc.  PS  If  you  have  an 
Oppertunity,  I  should  be  obliged  to  you  for  send'g  a  Barrel  of 
these  Fish  to  Mrs.  Dawson83  of  Wmsburg,  and  let  her  know 
that  it  is  sent  as  a  compliment  from  y'rs  &ca. 

*To  THOMAS  NEWTON,  JUNIOR 

Mount  Vernon,  January  27, 1773. 

Sir:  Inclos'd  you  have  a  Copy  of  my  last.  By  the  bearer 
Captn.  Silby  Harney,  in  the  Willing  Maid,  I  send  you  200 
Barrls  of  Superfine  Flour,  and  50  Barrls  of  Midlings  (all  the 
Vessell  would  carry)  pr.  Invoices  Inclos'd,  which  please  to  dis- 
pose of  for  the  best  prices  you  can  get,  immediately,  unless  by 
keeping  it  a  while,  there  is  an  apparent  prospect  of  selling  it 
higher.  You  may  allow  Credit  till  April,  July,  or  even  October 
for  this  Flour,  according  as  you  find  my  Interest  can  be 
advanced  by  it. 

I  have  not,  as  yet,  sold  an  Oz  of  Super  fine  Flour  under  16/8 
at  my  Mill;  What  you  will  now  receive  has  been  regularly 
Inspected  the  Inspectors  Certificate  being  Inclosed.  The  Mid- 
lings  must  speak  for  itself,  as  I  have  had  no  Inspection  thereon; 
but  think  I  should  not  be  much  out  if  I  was  to  add,  that  they 
are,  in  my  opinion,  of  equal  quality  with  common  Flour,  and 
in  Philadelphia  I  am  told,  always  bears  the  same  price  however 
as  I  am  perswaded  you  will  make  the  most  of  it  I  need  only  add 
that  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

83 Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Churchill)  Dawson,  widow  of  Commissary  William  Dawson,  who 
was  president  of  William  and  Mary  College.  She  kept  a  fashionable  boarding  house  in 
Williamsburg,  Va.,  and  Washington  stopped  there  frequently  while  attending  the 
sessions  of  the  House  of  Burgesses. 
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To  LORD  FAIRFAX 

Mount  Vernon,  February  4, 1773. 
My  Lord :  I  have  just  been  informed  of  Isaac  Larews  having 
enter'd  in  your  Lordship's  Office,  a  Tract  of  Land  survey 'd  for 
my  deceas'd  Brother,  Lawrence,  in  the  name  of  Richd.Sanford, 
twenty  odd  years  ago.  The  circumstances  attending  which,  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection,  will  be  found  upon  enquiry,  to  stand 
thus.  This  Land  being  survey'd  just  before  the  Death  of  my 
Brother,  a  Patent  never  issued  for  it;  but  the  quantity  appear- 
ing in  the  List  of  his  other  Lands  in  Frederick  County,  devised 
to  my  younger  brothers;84  they  proceeded  to  a  division  by  that 
List,  and  this  tract  among  others,  falling  to  the  share  of  the 
youngest  of  them,  was  always  thought  to  lay  differently  from 
what  it  does,  and  has  had  the  Quit-rents  arising  on  it  (as  I  have 
been  told)  regularly  paid,  ever  since  the  division  took  place,  at 
the  time  of  which,  I  well  remember  it  was  thought  wonderful 
what  had  become  of  the  Patent,  and  your  Lordship's  Office  in 
vain  searched  for  it,  nor  was  it  till  of  late  known,  that  the  miss- 
ing Land  was  the  Tract  surveyed  in  the  name  of  Richard  San- 
ford,  but  conceived  to  be  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Chas.  Dick 
under  purchase  from  Robt.  Worthington,  who  it  was  ground- 
lesslyconjectur'd,  when  the  Land  could  not  be  found;  had  taken 
some  advantage  of  my  Brother's  death  and  his  own  neglect  in 
not  passing  Deeds,  to  sell  it  a  second  time,  to  Mr.  Dick.  In  short, 
various  were  the  conjectures,  but  nothing  certain  cou'd  be  hit 
upon,  to  Acct.  for  the  loosing  of  the  Land.  Upon  discovery, 
however,  of  the  mistake,  application  was  made  to  your  Lord- 
ship for  a  Patent,  and  I  believe  the  issuing  of  it  was  postponed 
on  Acct.  of  Mr.  Sanf ord,  as  the  Survey  was  made  in  his  name, 
and  who  I  am  well  satisfied,  tho'  I  have  never  spoke  to  him  on 
the  occasion,  has  not  the  most  distant  thought  of  getting  it. 

84  Samuel,  John  Augustine,  and  Charles  Washington. 
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I  am  no  ways  interested  My  Lord,  nor  can  I  be  affected  by 
the  Grant  either  to  one  or  the  other,  but  as  I  am  persuaded  that 
your  Lordship  wou'd  not  wish  under  this  state  of  the  case, 
which  I  have  not  intentionally  exagerated,  grant  the  Land  to 
Larew,  without  giving  the  other  Claimants  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard.  I  thought  it  an  act  of  Justice,  as  well  as  brotherly 
Kindness  to  apprize  your  Lordship  of  the  circumstances,  which 
will  apologize,  I  hope,  for  my  giving  your  Lordship  the  trouble 
of  receiving  this  letter,  being  with  the  greatest  respect,  Your 
Lordships,  etc. 

*To  ROBERT  McMICKAN 

Mount  Vernon,  Virginia,  February  12, 1773. 

Sir:  On  the  12th.  Ulto.  I  troubled  you  with  a  Letter  respect- 
ing my  Consignment  of  Flour  to  D:  J:  Adams  in  the  Brig 
Fairfax  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer;  since  the  date  thereof  I 
have  been  advis'd  to  send  a  more  Authentic  power  of  Attor- 
ney; which  I  now  do,  and  shall,  if  you  can  serve  me  in  this 
affair  acknowledge  it  as  a  very  singular  fav'r. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  out  an  Acct.  with  any  pre- 
cision against  Mr.  Adam's.  The  273  Barrels  of  Flour  weighd 
63308  lbs.  Nett;  and  in  one  of  his  Letters  to  me  he  says  he  had 
sold  220  Barr'ls  of  them  at  20/  a  hund'd  and  should  sell  the 
residue  immediately  at  the  same  price.  His  debt  to  me  on  Acct. 
of  Herrings  sold  him  I  gave  you  a  full  acct.  of  in  my  last,  I  am 
Sir,  etc. 

*  To  JOHN  D  ALTON 

Mt.  Vernon,  February  15, 1773. 
Sir:  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  notice  you  have  given  me  of 
l  intended  meeting  of  vour  Vestry85  on  Tuesday  next.  I  do 


an 


sir :  I  am  obliged  to  you  ror  the  notice  you  have  given 
intended  meeting  of  your  Vestry85  on  Tuesday  next 


S5Of  Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  Va.  Washington  was  elected  a  vestryman  of  Fair- 
fax Parish  March  28,  1765,  and  his  name  had  not  been  submitted  at  the  Truro  elec- 
tion on  March  25.  July  22,  1765,  he  was  chosen  a  vestryman  for  Truro  and  his  name 
omitted  in  the  Fairfax  election  of  July  25.  The  notice  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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not  know  however  that  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  attend,  nor 
do  I  conceive  it  at  all  necessary  that  I  should,  as  I  am  an  avowed 
Enemy  to  the  Scheme  I  have  heard  (but  never  till  of  late  be- 
lieved) that  some  Members  of  your  Vestry  are  Inclined  to  adopt. 
If  the  Subscription  to  which  among  others  I  put  my  name 
was  set  on  foot  under  Sanction  of  an  Order  of  Vestry  as  I 
always  understood  it  to  be,  I  own  myself  at  a  loss  to  conceive, 
upon  what  principle  it  is,  that  there  should  be  an  attempt  to 
destroy  it;  repugnant  it  is  to  every  Idea  I  entertain  of  justice 
to  do  so;  and  the  right  of  reclaiming  the  Pews  by  the  Vestry  in 
behalf  of  the  Parish  (which  have  been  Built  by  Private  contri- 
bution granting  the  Subscription  Money  to  be  refunded  with 
Interest,)  I  most  clearly  deny ;  therefore,  as  a  parishioner  who  is 
to  be  saddled  with  the  extra  charge  of  the  Subscription  Money 
I  protest  against  the  Measure.  As  a  Subscriber  who  meant  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  Family  Pew  in  the  New  Church,  I  shall 
think  myself  Injured;  For  give  me  leave  to  ask,  can  the  raising 
of  that  ^150  under  the  present  Scheme  be  considered  in  any 
other  light  than  that  of  a  deception  ?  Is  it  presumable  that  this 
money  would  have  been  advanced  if  the  Subscribers  could  pos- 
sibly have  conceived,  that  after  a  Solemn  Act  of  Vestry  under 
faith  of  which  the  Money  was  Subscribed  the  Pews  would  be 
reclaimed  ?  Surely  not!  the  thought  is  absurd !  and  can  be  stated 
in  no  better  point  of  view  than  this:  Here  is  a  Parish  wanting 
a  large  Church  but  considering  the  Circumstances  of  its  Con- 
stituents is  content  with  a  Small  one,  till  an  offer  is  made  to 
enlarge  it  by  Subscription  (under  certain  Privileges),  which  is 
acceded  by  the  Vestry ;  and  when  Effected  and  the  Parish  better 
able  to  bear  a  fresh  Tax  what  does  it  want  ?  Why  to  destroy  a 
solemn  Compact  and  reclaim  thePriviledges  they  had  granted. 
For  I  look  upon  the  refunding  of  Money  as  totally  beside  the 
question.  And  for  what  purpose,  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  is  this  to  be 
done?  I  own  to  you  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover;  for  as  every 
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Subscriber  has  an  undoubted  right  to  a  Seat  in  the  Church  what 
matters  it  whether  he  Assembles  his  whole  Family  into  one 
Pew, or, as  the  Custom  is  have  them  dispers'd  into  two  or  three; 
and  probably  it  is  these  families  will  increase  in  a  proportionate 
degree  with  the  rest  of  the  Parish,  so  that  if  the  Vestry  had  a 
right  to  annul  the  agreement,  no  disadvantage  would  probably 
happen  on  that  account. 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  as  I  observed  to  you  before,  considering 
myself  as  a  Subscriber,  I  enter  my  Protest  against  the  measure 
in  Agitation.  As  a  Parishioner,  I  am  equally  averse  to  a  Tax 
which  is  intended  to  replace  the  Subscription  Money.  These 
will  be  my  declared  Sentiments  if  present  at  the  Vestry;  if  I 
am  not  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  Communicating  them, 
I  am,  etc. 

To  BURWELL  BASSETT86 

Mount  Vernon,  February  15, 1773. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  5th  came  to  my  hands  in  course 
of  post  last  Thursday,  and  filled  us  with  no  small  concern  at 
the  indisposition  of  yourself  and  family.  Equally  concerned 
am  I  to  hear  of  the  unhappy  state  of  our  paper  currency,  and 
that  the  interposition  of  the  Assembly  is  thought  necessary. 
Should  this  measure  be  resolved  on,  be  so  good  as  to  advise  me, 
whether  it  be  intended  that  the  country  business  generally  shall 
be  proceeded  on,  or  this  alarming  affair  of  the  money  only 
taken  into  consideration.  In  the  former  case,  I  shall  come 
down;  in  the  latter,  as  the  session  will  be  short  and  my  business 
obliges  me  to  the  Gen'l  Court,  I  believe  I  shall  decline  it. 

Could  there  have  been  anything  favorable  said  on  the  sub- 
ject of  corn,  I  should  not  have  neglected  advising  you  of  it  till 
this  time.  I  have  scarcely  heard  the  name  of  corn  mentioned 


89 Of  New  Kent  County,  Va.  He  married  Anna  Maria  Dandridge,  sister  of  Martha 
Washington;  was  a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  from  1764  until  the 
Revolution.  Washington  frequently  visited  his  home,  Eltham,  in  New  Kent  County. 


1773]  WEDDINGS  115 

since  I  left  Williamsburg,  and  nothing  can  contribute  more 
towards  keeping  down  the  price  than  the  mildness  of  the 
winter  hitherto,  having  had  no  snow  to  cover  the  ground  here 
yet,  and  but  little  hard  weather.  I  have  a  few  hundred  barrels 
of  my  own  to  sell,  but  have  met  with  no  off ers  for  it  as  yet. 

Our  celebrated  fortune,  Miss  French,87  whom  half  the  world 
was  in  pursuit  of,  bestowed  her  hand  on  Wednesday  last,  being 
her  birthday  (you  perceive  I  think  myself  under  a  necessity  of 
accounting  for  the  choice)  upon  Mr.  Ben  Dulany,  who  is  to 
take  her  to  Maryland  in  a  month  from  this  time.  Mentioning 
of  one  wedding  puts  me  in  mind  of  another,  tho'  of  less 
dignity;  this  is  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Henderson88  (of  Colches- 
ter) to  a  Miss  More  (of  the  same  place)  remarkable  for  a  very 
frizzled  head,  and  good  singing,  the  latter  of  which  I  shall 
presume  it  was  that  captivated  our  merchant. 

Mrs.  Washington,  Patsy  Custis  and  Jack,  who  is  now  here, 
are  much  as  usual,  and  the  family  not  sicklier  than  common. 
Hoping  this  will  find  you  perfectly  restored,  and  the  rest  of  the 
good  folks  of  Eltham  in  better  health  than  when  you  wrote 
last,  I  am  with  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Bassett,  yourself  and  the 
children,  in  which  all  here  join.89 

*To  ROBERT  McMICKAN 

Mount  Vernon,  Virginia,  February  [15],  1773. 
Sir:  You  will  be  surprized  perhaps  at  the  frequency  of  my 
Letters.  I  wish  I  had  less  cause  to  be  troublesome  to  you,  but 
having  receivd  Information  of  late,  that,  my  Affairs  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  D :  J :  Adams  are  in  a  very  desperate  way,  and 
vigorous  measures  necessary  to  be  pursued,  I  send  you  a  Copy 
of  the  power  of  Attorney  which  I  forwarded  on  the  12th.  Inst. 

s'  Elizabeth  French,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Penelope  French,  married  Benjamin  Dulany, 
son  of  Daniel.  They  afterwards  resided  at  Shooters  Hill,  Va. 

88 Alexander  Henderson.  He  removed  to  Dumfries,  Va.,  in  1789. 
89  The  text  is  from  Ford,  who  does  not  give  his  source. 
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to  Norfolk  (in  order  to  get  the  Seal  of  the  Borough  affix' d  to 
it)  with  the  Seal  of  the  County  I  live  in,  and  the  Clerks  Certifi- 
cate thereto;  hoping  that  by  Virtue  of  one  or  the  other  you  may, 
if  occasion  requires  it,  be  sufficiently  empowerd  to  Act  with 
Propriety. 

I  also  send  you  a  state  of  my  Acct.  against  Mr.  Adams,90  made 
out  and  provd,  in  the  best  manner  the  nature  of  the  case  will 
admit  of  for  it  is  to  be  observd  that  he  has  never  renderd  me 
any  regular  Acct.  of  the  Sales  of  my  Flour,  I  have  only  the 
Words  of  a  Letter  therefore  as  transcribd  into  the  Inclosd 
Acct.  to  support  my  charge  against  him.  If  he  should  not  have 
left  the  Island  of  Jamaica  before  this  Letter  &ca.  gets  to  hand  I 
shall  hope  to  receive  some  benefit  from  your  Endeavours  and 
am,  Sir,  etc. 

*To  CRAVEN  PEYTON91 

Mount  Vernon,  February  23, 1773. 
Sir:  Mr.  Gilbert  Simpson  of  your  County  and  I,  are  upon  a 
Scheme  of  settling  some  Lands  of  mine  upon  Youghioyany92 
in  Partnership;  and  as  it  is  more  convenient  for  each  of  us  to 
lay  in  Sundry  Articles  which  we  are  already  possessd  off  than 
to  make  a  joint  purchase  of  them  it  becomes  necessary  to  have 
these  Appraizd;  for  this  Reason,  and,  inasmuch  as  the  Ap- 
praisement will  either  be  at  Mr.  Simpson's  own  House  or  in 
Leesburg  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  request  the  favour  of  you 
to  Act  in  my  behalf  and  with  Mr.  Simpson  to  make  choice  of 
Appraisers  to  value  two  Negroes  which  I  have  sent  up;  one 
of  his,  a  Waggon,  some  Horses,  and  such  other  things  as  Mr. 

90  A  copy  of  this  statement  of  account,  in  Washington's  writing,  follows  this  letter  in 
the  "Letter  Book,"  and  a  general  discussion  of  it  will  be  found  in  Washington's  letter 
to  Robert  McMickan,  June  14,  post. 

91  Of  Loudoun  County,  Va.  He  was  a  son  of  Valentine  Peyton,  of  Prince  William 
County,  Va. 

92This  copartnership  was  dissolved  in  1784.  Simpson  built  a  mill  for  Washington 
on  the  tract  on  Millers  Run,  a  branch  of  Chartiers  Creek,  Pa. 


1773]  YOUGHIOGHENY  LANDS  117 

Simpson  may  furnish  having  no  fixd  and  determinate  value 
to  them  in  order  that  each  may  know  how  he  stands  indebted  to 
the  other  on  acct.  of  the  joint  Concern.  I  am  sorry  to  give  you 
any  trouble  in  this  Affair  but  if  it  should  ever  lay  in  my  power 
to  make  you  a  return,  I  shall  not  be  unmindful  of  the  favour 
you  will  hereby  confer  on  Sir,  Yr.,  etc. 

*To  GILBERT  SIMPSON 

Mount  Vernon,  February  23, 1773. 

Mr.  Simpson :  As  the  Negro  Fellow  I  bought  In  Alexandria 
will  by  no  means  consent  to  leave  this  Neighbourhood  and  as 
you  did  not  seem  Inclind  to  take  him  without  I  have  sent  a 
young  Fellow  which  I  bought  last  Spring  in  his  room.  In  com- 
ing from  Boston  here  he  got  Frost  Bit  and  lost  part  of  his  Toes 
which  prevents  his  Walk'g  with  as  much  activity  as  he  other- 
wise would  but  as  they  are  quite  well,  and  he  a  good  temper'd 
quiet  Fellow  I  dare  say  he  will  answer  the  purpose  very  well. 
I  also  send  you  a  fine,  healthy,  likely  young  Girl  which  in  a 
year  or  two  more  will  be  fit  for  any  business,  her  principal 
employment  hitherto  has  been  House  Work  but  is  able,  or 
soon  will  be  to  do  any  thing  else. 

These  Negros  along  with  the  one  you  carry  out  had  better 
be  valued  by  the  same  Appraisers;  for  the  Cost  of  them  is  noth- 
ing to  the  purpose  as  I  bought  them  with  my  own  Money  and 
for  ready  Cash  noways  Connected  till  apprais'd  with  our  joint 
Interest  I  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Craven  Peyton  to  act  in  my  behalf, 
you  and  he  therefore  may  agree  on  proper  Persons  to  appraise 
these  Negros  but  your  Waggon-Horses,  and  other  things 
which  have  not  a  regular  and  fix'd  value  of  themselves. 

Inclose  you  have  a  List  of  such  Articles  as  are  furnish'd  from 
my  own  Store  and  Smiths  Shop;  the  prices  affixd  are  as  low 
as  I  could  buy  at  in  any  of  the  Stores  for  ready  Cash.  Lund 
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Washington  who  is  now  going  up  to  Alexandria  will  Inclose 
you  an  Acct.  of  what  things  he  will  get  there  with  the  prices 
of  each  respective  Article  all  of  which  I  hope  will  not  only 
get  safe  to  your  hands  but  safe  to  the  Land  of  Promise;  for 
which  the  Sooner  you  Imbark  After  the  Weather  will  permit 
the  Better  as  you  will  have  more  of  the  Spring  before  you  to 
prepare  for  the  Summers  Crop. 

I  have  wrote  to  Captn.  Crawford  to  assist  you  with  any  thing 
you  may  want  and  I  will  see  him  paid.  Vale.  Crawford  I  am 
perswaded  will  also  aid  you  in  any  matters  in  his  power  and  I 
would  advise  you  to  lay  in  your  Provision  of  Corn  &ca.  upon 
your  first  getting  out  as  it  is  more  than  probable  the  prices  of 
them  will  Increase  as  the  Spring  advances. 

Let  me  have  a  List  of  all  the  Articles  you  furnish  with  the 
sev'l  Prices  annexd  that  I  may  be  acquainted  with  our  respec- 
tive Advances  and  be  enabled  thereby  to  State  the  Accounts. 
I  do  not  recollect  any  thing  more  at  present  to  add  except  in 
general  to  advise  you  to  look  beyond  a  year  or  two  and  not 
suffer  any  present  or  immediate  convenience  in  clearing  Land 
or  doing  other  things  to  break  in  upon  any  regular  or  settled 
Plan  which  may  be  beneficial  hereafter;  for  this  reason  it  is 
I  would  recommend  it  to  you  to  examine  the  Land  well  and 
begin  to  Build  and  clear  in  that  part  of  it  which  is  most  likely 
to  answer  the  general  end  and  design  of  your  going  there;  so 
in  like  manner  concerning  your  Houses  letting  those  you  do 
Build  be  good  of  their  kind  and  in  the  end  you  will  find  them 
Cheapest.  I  heartily  wish  you  your  health,  and  Success  and  am 
Yr.  Friend,  etc. 

To  JOHN  FRY 

Williamsburg,  March  10, 1773. 
Sir:  Not  knowing  with  certainty  who  to  apply  to,  for  the 
Quota  of  the  Expences  due  from  Colo.  Fry's  Estate  towards 
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prosecuting  our  claim  to  the  Lands  under  Govr.  Dinwiddie's 
Proclamation  of  1754.  I  have  wrote  to  yourself,  and  brother, 
alternately  on  this  head,  without  receiving  any  answer.  The 
Lands  which  have  been  surveyed  and  allotted  by  an  order  of 
Council  of  the  6th.  of  Novr.  (as  you  may  see  by  my  publication 
in  Rinds  Gazette93  of  the  14th.  of  January)  are  now  patented 
as  there  directed  and  in  my  possession;  you  therefore,  or  the 
person  claiming  the  Land,  now  Patented  in  your  name,  stands 
indebted  to  me  thus. 

To  your  propon.  of  the  sum  voted  at  the  mettg.  1   . 

in  Winchester  March  1 77 1.  J 

To  yr.  propn.  of  the  contingent  Acct.  exhibited] 

at  the  meetg.  in  Fredericksburg,  Novemr.  23d.  |      7.9.4 
1772  J 

To  the  Surveyors  fees — Surveyg.  the  Land,  pat-1 
ented  in  yr.  name,  vizt.  4149  acres  2084  acres  [    12.6.0 
and  1525  acres  ) 

^3I-°-4 
Besides  this,  I  have  been  necessarily  involved  in  some  ex- 
pences  (in  getting  the  Patents  passed)  which  I  shou'd  be  glad 
also  to  receive,  as  it  is  really  hard,  not  only  to  saddle  me  with  the 
whole  trouble  of  this  business,  but  to  lay  me  under  the  necessity 
of  making  the  incidental  advances  or  suffer  the  whole  proceed- 
ings to  stop.  If  no  opportunity  offers  sooner  of  remitting  the 
money  to  me,  I  shou'd  be  glad  to  receive  it  at  the  April  Genl. 
Court,  about  the  25th.  of  the  month,  at  which  time  I  expect  to 
be  in  this  place,  or  to  get  Colo.  Fieldg.  Lewis  to  transact  my 
business. 

If  you  have  any  inclination  to  part  with  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  your  property  in  these  Lands,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  ad- 
vised of  it,  and  upon  what  terms,  as  I  know  of  some  Gentlemen 
that  want  to  buy  Lands  upon  the  Ohio.  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

93  William  Rind's  Virginia  Gazette,  established  in  Williamsburg  in  1766. 
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To  JOHN  NICHOLAS 

March  10, 1773. 
Sir:  Enquiring  of  Mr.  Jefferson94  if  he  was  not  a  neighbour 
to  Mr.  John  Fry,  and  hinting  to  him  a  business  on  which  I 
wanted  to  write  to  that  Gentleman,  he  recommended  it  to  me 
to  communicate  the  matter  to  you.  I  have  therefore  taken  the 
liberty  of  addressing  the  enclos'd  under  your  Cover,  open,  that 
you  may  be  appriz'd  of  the  contents,  as  I  am  really  put  to  much 
inconvenience  in  transacting  this  business,  by  advancing  money 
&ca.  towards  prosecuting  our  claim  to  these  Lands.  You  will 
please  to  excuse  this  trouble  and  believe  me  to  me  Sir,  etc. 

To  CHARLES  MYNN  THRUSTON95 

Williamsburg,  March  12, 1773. 

Revd.  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  25th  ulto.  by  Mr.  Watson  came 
duly  to  hand;  in  answer  to  it  I  must  beg  leave  to  inform  you, 
that  the  short  allotment  of  Land  to  Mr.  Andw.  Waggener  was 
not  the  result  of  any  determination  of  the  Officers  who  met  at 
Fredericksburg  on  the  23d  of  Novemr.  (for  they  had  nothing 
to  do,  either  in  settling  the  proportions,  or  distributing  the 
Land,)  but  was  a  solemn  act  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  on 
the  sixth  preceeding,  (adopted  after  having  a  full  state  of  the 
several  advances  laid  before  them,  and  in  my  opinion,  upon 
the  most  just  and  equitable  principles.)  If  Mr.  Waggener  there- 
fore, is  injur'd  or  thinks  himself  injured,  he  must  appeal  to  that 
Board  as  the  only  Tribunal  which  can  afford  him  redress. 

From  your  statement  of  the  case,  however,  it  would  appear 
that  you  have  been  deceived  by  Mr.  Waggener's  representation 

"Thomas  Jefferson. 

85Thruston,  whose  home  was  in  Gloucester,  Va.,  was  born  in  1738.  He  entered  the 
Episcopal  ministry  and  held  a  pastorate  in  Frederick  County,  Va.;  was  a  colonel  in 
the  Continental  Army  and  became  known  as  "the  fighting  parson";  moved  to  New 
Orleans  in  1808  and  died  there  in  1812. 
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of  this  matter,  he  has  been  a  culprit  in  respect  to  his  con- 
tributions, from  the  very  beginning  as  thus.  In  August  1770  a 
meeting  of  all  the  principal  claimants,  was  required  in  Freder- 
icksburg: accordingly  Mr.  Waggener,  among  others,  attended, 
and  exhibiting  the  nature  of  his  claim,  was  considered  as  the 
representative  of  his  uncle  Thos.  Waggener.  An  advance  was 
then  voted,  his  proportion  call'd  for,  but  not  paid  'till  many 
months  after. 

In  March,  1771,  another  meeting  of  the  Claimants  was  sum- 
moned in  Winchester;  (for  by,  or  before  this  time,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  be  remarked,  that  our  affairs,  never  in  a  very  promising 
way,  began  to  grow  very  alarming,  from  the  sollicitation  of  a 
large  Grant  on  the  Ohio,  by  some  of  the  most  powerful  men  in 
England,  and  by  Lord  Bottetourt;  notwithstanding  the  order 
of  the  council  of  the  15th  December  1769,  expressly  forbidding 
the  Surveys  to  go  on)  at  this  meeting,  the  few  that  attended, 
maugre  all  the  discouragements,  resolved,  as  the  only  chance 
left,  to  proceed  at  all  hazards  to  surveying;  altho'  they  were 
sensible  that  the  expence  would  be  great;  and  would  inevitably 
light  on  their  own  heads,  if  it  failed;  accordingly,  another 
sum  was  voted,  and  Mr.  Waggener  call'd  upon  in  an  earnest 
and  pressing  manner  to  advance  his  proportion:  and  what 
has  he  done?  why,  not  paid  one  shilling  of  it  to  this  hour;  so 
that  it  was  not  for  his  non-attendance  at  Fredericksburg  in 
November  last  (where,  give  me  leave  to  add,  if  other  business 
was  an  excuse  for  this  negligence,  no  man  could  plead  it  with 
more  propriety  than  myself,  having  left  all  my  business  in 
Williamsburg  undone,  by  reason  of  the  late  coming  in  of  the 
merchants,  in  order  to  be  up  there)  that  he  was  curtailed  of  his 
land  in  the  first  distribution,  but,  for  want  of  his  money  to 
make  the  surveys,  the  effecting  of  which  could  not  be  done 
without.  Whether  this  neglect  proceeded  from  a  disinclination 
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to  advance  more  under  the  circumstances,  as  they  then  ap- 
peared from  disability,  or  any  other  cause,  his  own  Breast  can 
best  determine;  sufficient  it  is,  that  he  was  call'd  upon  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1771,  to  make  this  deposit,  and  that  it  is  not 
done  yet:  The  Council  seeing,  and  having  no  reason  to  disbe- 
lieve these  things,  not  only  as  they  respected  Mr.  Waggener, 
but  all  others  under  the  like  predicament,  thought  it  very  just 
and  reasonable,  that  those  who,  rather  than  give  up  their  hopes, 
had  waded  thro'  every  difficulty  and  expence,  should  be  first 
considered,  and  therefore  determin'd,  (without  a  dissenting 
voice,  that  I  have  hear'd  of)  that,  of  the  first  surveys,  every  one 
should  receive  in  the  proportion  he  had  advanced;  being  well 
satisfied  that  this  work  could  not  have  gone  on  without  money ; 
and  that  it  never  was  expected,  nor  could  with  propriety  be 
expected  that  I,  who  had  had  so  much  trouble  in  other  respects, 
was  to  ride  about  as  a  Collector,  to  receive  five  pounds  of  this 
man,  ten  pounds  of  that  and  so  on;  it  being  sufficient  for  the 
Parties  to  be  apprized  of  their  quotas,  and  to  whom  to  pay  it. 
To  what  I  have  here  said,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  observing 
further  by  way  of  explanation  of  my  own  meaning  and  the 
Council's  intention,  that  my  offer  which  you  hint  at  had  no 
allusion  to  an  alteration  of  the  kind  you  apply  for,  for  the  mat- 
ter under  contemplation  at  the  time  of  inserting  that  saving 
clause  was  the  quality  of  the  soil,  it  being  supposed  that  the 
difference  therein  might  cause  an  unequal  division,  tho'  each 
man  should  obtain  his  quantum  of  Land. 

These,  Sir,  are  facts,  and  but  part  of  the  reasons  which 
govern'd  in  the  determination  of  this  matter,  under  which  you 
may  judge  how  far  Mr.  Waggener  has  just  cause  of  complaint. 
Colo.  Fry,  Lt.  Savage  &c.  have  shared  the  same  fate;  and  Captn. 
Stobo,  Vanbraam  and  others  who  have  contributed  nothing, 
have  had  no  part  of  the  Lands  already  survey 'd,  allowed  them, 
but  left  to  come  in  at  the  second  distribution,  when  I  dare  say 
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the  Govr.  and  Council  will  measure  their  justice  by  the  same 
Rule  they  observ'd  upon  the  last  occasion,  if  the  same  causes 
prevail,  as  they  are  left  at  large,  by  the  Proclamation  of  1754 
under  which  we  derive  our  claim,  to  divide  the  Land  in  any 
manner  they  think  proper.  That  Mr.  Wagener,  or  the  greatest 
delinquent  of  the  whole  shou'd  be  now  ready  and  willing  to 
pay  up  their  deficiencies  and  take  a  share  of  the  patents,  I 
neither  wonder  at  or  doubt;  many  men  have  objections  to  the 
purchase  of  Lottery  tickets  (in  which  light  this  Grant  of  ours, 
to  the  most  sanguine  of  us  all,  has  appear'd)  that  would  be 
fond  enough  of  partaking  in  the  prizes;  but  let  it  be  asked, 
would  the  delinquents  have  been  ready  and  willing  to  have 
paid  up  their  quotas,  if  the  scheme  had  fallen  through  ?  (as  it 
most  assuredly  would  have  done  if  a  few  had  not  stood  forth 
in  support  of  the  claim)  and  where  will  be  the  answer?  It 
does  not  need  the  gift  of  prophecy  to  make  it;  for  if  the  money 
could  not  be  got  whilst  there  was  the  chance  of  a  prize,  there 
wou'd  be  little  hopes  of  receiving  it  in  a  case  of  a  Blank. 

What  kind  of  Land  may  be  included  in  the  next  surveys,  I 
cannot  undertake  to  determine;  but  should  think  it  hard  if  the 
District  allow'd  us,  never  yet  half  explored,  shou'd  not  be  able 
to  afford  more  than  127,000  acres  of  good,  the  quantity  now 
patented.  I  have  rather  exceeded  the  bounds  of  a  letter,  by 
endeavoring  to  give  you  some  idea  of  this  matter;  after  which 
I  have  only  to  repeat,  that  I  have  no  power  to  redress  the  com- 
plaint, even  if  I  had  adjudged  it  reasonable,  which  in  truth  I 
do  not,  as  I  have  declared  upon  this,  and  shall  do  upon  every 
other  occasion,  when  call'd  upon.  Notwithstanding  I  am  in- 
formed, that  you  have  been  pleased  to  complain  of  the  advan- 
tage which  Doctr.  Craik  and  I  (why  not  Colo.  Fry  &  Colo. 
Mercer  also)  have  reaped  in  a  distinct  allotment,  the  reasons 
of  which  I  endeavor'd,  in  as  clear  and  distinct  a  manner  as 
I  could  to  account  for;  and  as  far  as  I  was  concern'd  in  the 


124  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON         [March 

distinction,  if  it  is  considered  in  this  light,  with  openness  and 
candour;  with  what  propriety  am  I  accused  then? 

Did  it  matter  anything,  whether  Doctr.  Craik,  Mr.  West  or 
Mr.  Poison  was  left  out  of  the  large  Survey,  so  far  as  the  gen- 
eral end  respecting  quantity  was  answered  by  it?  And  if  it 
did  not,  was  there  any  person  better  entitled  to  the  indul- 
gence than  the  Doctor,  considered  in  every  point  of  view  ?  I 
think  not,  and  admitting  that  by  fixing  my  Lott  in  this  Survey, 
and  turning  others  out,  the  amount  of  the  Claims  had  cor- 
risponded  as  nearly  as  now  with  the  quantity  of  the  Survey; 
was  there  any  reason  for  doing  of  it?  if  not,  why  shou'd  it 
have  happened  ? 

I  did  not  on  the  one  hand,  pick  the  Surveys  that  were  as- 
signed me,  either  from  the  excellency  of  the  Land,  or  conven- 
ience of  situation;  If  I  had,  I  should  have  avoided  the  largest 
Tract  I  now  have  (composing  a  full  moiety  of  my  quantum) 
as  every  inch  of  it,  from  the  Surveyors'  account,  is  subject  to  be 
overflowed,  nor  did  I,  on  the  other,  object  to  the  fifty  thousand 
on  account  of  the  Land,  for  if  I  had  my  choice  of  the  whole 
country,  I  should  have  fixed  in  this  Survey,  but  because  I 
thought  (after  the  Land  became  patented)  if  any  additional 
trouble  was  to  be  encounter'd  (from  the  strange  manner  of 
granting  it)  it  might  as  well  fall  upon  others,  as  me;  as  my 
shoulders  had  supported  the  whole  weight,  heretofore;  and  in 
as  much  as  I  might  add  without  much  arrogance,  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  my  unremitted  attention  to  every  favorable  cir- 
cumstance, not  a  single  acre  of  Land  would  ever  have  been 
obtained. 

*To  JAMES  WOOD 

March  13, 1773. 

Dear  Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  Lord  Dunmore's  Cer- 
tificates of  my  Claims  (as  well  in  my  own  Right,  as  by  pur- 
chase from  Captain  Posey  and  Mr.  Thruston)  in  the  Location 
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of  which  in  the  Government  of  West  Florida  I  shall  rely  on 
your  Friendship  and  care. 

Unnecessary  it  is  to  add  that  I  should  choose  good  Land  or 
none  at  all ;  but  as  many  things  concur  to  make  Land  valuable 
it  is  impossible  for  me  at  this  distance,  and  under  my  present 
knowledge  of  that  Country  to  be  explicit  in  any  direction;  suf- 
fice it  then  to  observe,  generally,  that  I  would  greatly  prefer  the 
Land  upon  the  River,  to  Lands  back  from  it;  That  I  should 
not  like  to  be  in  a  low  Morrassey  Country,  nor  yet  in  that 
which  is  hilly  and  broken,  and  that,  from  the  Idea  I  entertain 
of  that  Country,  at  this  time,  I  should  like  to  be  as  high  up  the 
Mississipi  as  the  Navigation  is  good,  having  been  informed 
that  the  Lands  are  better,  and  the  Climate  more  temperate  in 
the  Northern  parts  of  the  Government  than  below. 

If  I  could  get  the  Lands  equally  good  in  one  Survey,  I  should 
prefer  it.  If  not,  then  in  one  or  more  as  Circumstances  require. 
Perhaps  some  Locations,  already  made  upon  the  River  might 
for  a  small  consideration  be  bought,  if  so,  I  would  rather  ad- 
vance a  little  money  than  put  up  with  less  valuable  Land;  You 
will  please  to  have  the  Grant  Surveyd  and  effectually  Securd, 
with  such  Indulgences  as  those  Claiming  under  the  Proclama- 
tion of  1763  are  entitled  to;  and  do  all  and  every  thing  in  my 
behalf  which  shall  to  you  seem  Right  and  proper,  the  Cost  of 
doing  which  I  will  pay,  and  moreover  for  your  faithful  dis- 
charge of  this  trust  allow  you  the  Sum  of  One  hundred  pounds 
Virginia  Currency  on  the  due  Execution  of  it.  Wishing  you  a 
pleasant  tour  and  safe  return  to  your  Friends.96 

9  This  move  to  colonize  in  Florida  was  made  by  an  association  styling  itself  the 
Military  Company  o£  Adventurers,  composed  of  those  who  had  served  in  the  provin- 
cial army  in  the  late  war.  This  company  expected  to  obtain  the  grant  from  the  British 
Government  of  a  large  tract  of  territory  in  West  Florida  (now  Mississippi),  on  the 
Mississippi  and  Yazoo  Rivers — territory  that  had  been  thrown  open  to  settlement  by 
the  creation  of  a  new  State — Florida — after  the  peace  of  1763.  This  company  ap- 
pointed Gen.  Phineas  Lyman,  of  Connecticut,  to  press  its  claims  on  the  ministry,  but 
he  found  so  much  opposition  to  it  that  he  was  unable  to  effect  his  purpose.  Without 
waiting  for  a  formal  grant,  the  company  in  January,  1773,  sent  a  party  from  New 
York  to  take  possession.  After  a  long  voyage  they  arrived  at  Pensacola,  and  there,  to 
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To  JAMES  TILGHMAN97 

Mount  Vernon,  March  23, 1773. 
Dear  Sir:  I  expect  Gov'r  Eden  and  some  Gentlemen  from 
Maryland  here  this  afternoon.  If  you  are  disengaged  I  should 
be  glad  if  you  would  come  down  and  stay  with  us  a  day  or  two, 
or  as  long  as  they  remain  with  Y'r  most  obed't  Serv't.98 

*To  PETER  CHESTER,  OR  WILLIAM  EDWARDS, 
GOVERNOR 

Virginia,  March  25, 1773. 
Sir:  Mr.  Wood  the  bearer  of  this  is  a  Gentleman  of  Virginia 
upon  a  Tour  to  Florida.  He  proposes  before  his  return  to  ex- 
plore some  of  the  ungranted  Lands  in  your  Government;  and, 
as  I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  Locate  the  Lands  to  which  I  am 
entitled  under  His  Majesty's  Proclamation99  of  October  1763 
he  has  promised  that  if  he  meets  with  such  Lands  as  he  thinks 
will  answer  my  purpose  to  have  10,000  Acres  Surveyd  for  me. 
5,000  of  which  I  am  entitled  in  my  own  Right  by  virtue  of  that 
Proclamation ;  to  the  residue  by  purchase.  Certificates  of  which 
claim  will  be  presented  to  your  Excellency  by  Mr.  Wood  under 
the  hand  and  Seal  of  Lord  Dunmore  our  present  Governor. 

their  great  disappointment  and  chagrin,  found  that  the  governor  had  no  authority 
to  grant  them  lands  as  had  been  represented.  Considerable  time  was  spent  in  negotia- 
tions on  the  subject,  and  exploring  the  rivers  and  adjacent  country;  but  no  settlement 
was  made. — Ford.  (See  Walker's  History  of  Athens  County,  Ohio,  vol.  i,  pp.  26, 
27;  Gentleman's  Magazine  (1772),  pp.  63,  355,  509;  and  Franklin's  Wor\s.) 

"'Tilghman  was  a  Marylander  who  had  removed  to  Philadelphia  in  1760  and  had 
served  as  secretary  to  the  Pennsylvania  land  office;  he  was  a  member  of  that  State's  pro- 
vincial council  in  1 767  and  was  suspected  of  royalist  sympathies  during  the  Revolution. 

88 In  private  hands.  It  was  sold  at  auction  in  1892.  The  meeting  was  presumably  in 
reference  to  the  Potomac  navigation. 

"By  this  proclamation  three  new  colonies  were  established  in  America;  namely, 
Quebec,  or  Canada,  East  Florida,  and  West  Florida.  Lands  were  also  granted  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  had  served  in  the  late  war,  and  who  resided  in  America,  on 
their  personal  application  for  the  same,  in  the  following  quantities  and  proportions: 
To  every  field  officer,  5,000  acres;  to  every  captain,  3,000;  to  every  subaltern  or  staff 
officer,  3,000;  to  every  noncommissioned  officer,  200;  and  to  every  private,  50;  and 
all  to  be  free  of  quitrents  for  10  years.  The  lands  could  be  chosen,  however,  only  in 
one  of  the  above  three  new  colonies. — Sparks. 
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The  entire  ignorance  I  profess  to  have  of  the  Climate  and 
Soil,  the  advantages  and  disadvantages,  of  the  Country  of  West 
Florida  is  the  Reason  why  his  Lordships  certificates  are  Couchd 
in  such  general  terms;  and  of  my  giving  Mr.  Wood  a  discre- 
tionary power  to  locate  or  not,  as  he  may  be  influenced  by  these 
appearances;  should  he  meet  with  a  spot  however  favourable 
to  my  wishes,  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  Excellency's  Granting 
the  Land  with  such  Indulgences  as  have  been  practised  in 
similar  Cases,  agreeably  to  His  Majesty's  gracious  Intention, 
the  terms  of  which  I  shall  endeavour  strictly  to  comply  with, 
as  I  shall  do  for  a  greater  quantity,  if  Mr.  Wood  should  be  able 
to  procure  it  of  such  a  quality,  and  under  such  favourable 
restrictions  as  he  shall  conceive  advantageous,  the  matter  being 
left  to  him  to  judge  of,  from  observation  and  enquiry. 

Could  I,  a  stranger  Sir,  undertake  with  any  degree  of  pro- 
priety to  recommend  Mr.  Wood,  I  should  briefly  add  that,  he 
is  a  Gentleman  well  esteemed  in  Virginia,  and,  I  am  per- 
swaded  would  not  disgrace  any  little  Civilities  you  might 
please  to  bestow  on  him.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  very 
great  respect,  etc. 

*To  JAMES  WOOD 

Mount  Vernon,  March  30, 1773. 

Dear  Sir :  I  intended  to  have  had  a  little  further  conversation 
with  you  on  the  subject  of  the  Florida  Lands,  but  my  haste 
to  leave  Williamsburg  and  your  Dining  out  the  day  I  did  do 
so,  prevented  it.  I  addressed  a  short  Letter  to  you  by  way  of 
Memm,  and  left  it  with  Mr.  Southall.1  I  hope  you  receivd 
it,  that  I  may  be  satisfied  you  did  so,  please  to  advise  me,  as  the 
Governor's  Certificates  of  my  Claim  were  Inclosed  therein. 

These  Certificates  will  be  sufficient  Authority  for  the  Gov- 
ernor of  West  Florida  to  warrant  the  Surveys,  and  if  any  scruple 

1  James  Barret  Southall,  proprietor  of  the  Raleigh  Tavern,  Williamsburg,  Va. 
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is  entertained  of  my  purchases  from  Mr.  Thruston  and  Cap- 
tain Posey,  I  shall  remove  it  by  transmitting  their  Bonds  which 
should  have  accompanied  this  Letter  could  I  have  been  assured 
of  its  reaching  your  hands  before  your  departure. 

You  will  readily  perceive  by  the  Tenor  of  my  last  that  it  is 
good  Land,  or  none  I  am  now  in  pursuit  of;  and  that,  I  could 
wish  to  have  it  procurd  in  such  a  part  of  the  Country  as  from 
your  own  observation  aided  by  information,  you  shall  judge 
most  valuable,  altho  in  accomplishing  of  it  I  pay  a  little  more. 
For  these  Reasons  it  is  I  avoid  particular  directions.  I  shall 
place  a  generous  confidence  in  your  Integrety, having  no  doubt 
either  of  your  ability  or  Inclination  to  serve  me.  By  meeting 
with  Mr.  Gist,  and  others  of  your  old  acquaintances  you  will 
have  it  in  your  power  of  forming,  from  their  accts,  a  pretty 
general,  and  perhaps  just  Idea  of  the  nature  of  the  Country;  and 
of  determining  by  your  own  observations  on  them  whether  the 
Lands  on  the  Mississippi,  the  Mobile,  or  elsewhere,  promises  in 
Futuro,  to  become  most  valuable,  not  till  after  which  I  would 
recommend  it  to  you  to  fix  on  your  Locations.  Doctor  Con- 
nelly2 is  curious  in  his  observations  and  sensible  in  his  re- 
marks, to  him,  therefore  I  have  wrote  (as  he  has  been  pleasd  to 
solicit  my  corrispondence)  requesting  his  assistance  to  you.  I 
have  also  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  to  the  Governor  of  West 
Florida  expressing  my  hopes  of  obtaining  this  Land  (and 
more)  in  case  you  should  think  proper  to  Locate  it  in  that  Gov- 
ernment, agreeable  to  the  Tenor  of  his  Majesty's  Proclamation; 
mentioning  at  the  same  time  your  intended  Tour  and  the  dis- 
cretionary power  I  had  vested  you  with;  and  as  Lord  Dunmore 
promis'd  me,  that  he  would  give  you  an  Introduction  to  him, 
I  hope  you  receiv'd  it. 

Dr.  John  Connolly.  Later  he  was  a  royalist  in  the  Revolution  who  gave  the  Colo- 
nies considerable  anxiety  and  trouble.  Lord  Dunmore  authorized  him  to  raise  a  corps, 
to  be  called  The  Loyal  Foresters.  He  was  captured  and  held  a  prisoner  of  war  during 
most  of  the  Revolution. 
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It  would  appear  to  me  from  the  words  of  his  Majesty's  Proc- 
lamation of  October  1763,  that  those  who  obtain  Land  under 
it  are  not  only  entitled  to  an  exemption  of  Quitrents  for  ten 
years,  but  exempt  also  from  Cultivation  and  Improvement  for 
the  same  term;  of  this  Latter  however,  please  to  be  informd 
from  the  best  Authority,  as,  in  the  event  of  it,  I  should  be 
strongly  [inclined]  to  extend  my  views  beyond  the  quantity 
I  here  claim,  especially  as  the  time  allowed  for  doing  it  is  not 
short  and  difficult  to  be  complied  with.  This  therefore  is  a 
matter  I  would  beg  leave  to  refer  to  your  consideration;  re- 
questing in  case  you  find  the  Country  from  a  comparative  view 
of  it,  desirable,  good  Lands  easy  to  be  obtained,  and  not  difficult 
to  keep  under  the  established  Rules  of  Government,  that  you 
would  Increase  my  quantity  to  Fifteen,  Twenty,  or  Twenty- 
five  thousand  Acres.  In  short  I  could  wish  to  have  as  much 
good  Land  Located  in  a  Body  or  contiguous  together  (for  the 
convenience  of  the  Superintendence)  as  I  could  save  without 
much  difficulty  or  expence,  even  if  the  first  Ten  thousand 
should  be  subject  to  the  same  Laws  of  Cultivation  with  the  rest. 

Various  are  the  reports  concerning  the  Quitrents  and  pur- 
chase money  of  these  Lands,  but  it  appears  evident  to  me,  from 
the  strict  Sense  and  Letter  of  the  Proclamation,  that,  the  Gov- 
ernor has  no  right  to  exact  more  than  is  demanded  in  Virginia 
or  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  Colonies;  in  none  of  which,  I  be- 
lieve, more  than  two  Shillings  Sterling  Rent,  and  ten  Shillings 
right  money  is  requir'd.  My  Letter  to  Govr.  Chester  is  under 
a  flying  Seal  which  please  to  Inclose  before  delivery.  I  heartily 
wish  you  an  agreeable  Tour,  and  safe  return  being,  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

*To  BENEDICT  CALVERT 

Mount  Vernon,  April  3, 1773. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  now  set  down  to  write  to  you  on  a  Subject  of 
Importance,  and  of  no  small  embarrassment  to  me.  My  Son  in 
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Law  and  Ward,  Mr.  Custis,  has,  as  I  have  been  informed,  paid 
his  Addresses  to  your  Second  Daughter,3  and  having  made 
some  progress  in  her  Affections  has  required  her  in  Marriage. 
How  far  a  union  of  this  Sort  may  be  agreeable  to  you,  you  best 
can  tell,  but  I  should  think  myself  wanting  in  Candor  was  I 
not  to  acknowledge,  that,  Miss  Nellie's  amiable  qualifications 
stands  confess'd  at  all  hands;  and  that,  an  alliance  with  your 
Family,  will  be  pleasing  to  his. 

This  acknowledgment  being  made  you  must  permit  me  to 
add  Sir,  that  at  this,  or  in  any  short  time,  his  youth,  inexpe- 
rience, and  unripened  Education,  is,  and  will  be  insuperable 
obstacles  in  my  eye,  to  the  completion  of  the  Marriage.  As  his 
Guardian,  I  conceive  it  to  be  my  indispensable  duty  (to  en- 
deavor) to  carry  him  through  a  regular  course  of  Education, 
many  branches  of  which,  sorry  I  am  to  add,  he  is  totally  defi- 
cient of;  and  to  guard  his  youth  to  a  more  advanced  age  before 
an  Event,  on  which  his  own  Peace  and  the  happiness  of  an- 
other is  to  depend,  takes  place ;  not  that  I  have  any  doubt  of  the 
warmth  of  his  Affections,  nor,  I  hope  I  may  add,  any  fears  of  a 
change  in  them;  but  at  present,  I  do  not  conceive  that  he  is 
capable  of  bestowing  that  due  attention  to  the  Important  con- 
sequences of  a  marriage  State,  which  is  necessary  to  be  done  by 
those,  who  are  Inclin'd  to  enter  into  it;  and  of  course,  am  un- 
willing he  should  do  it  till  he  is.  If  the  Affection  which  they 
have  avowd  for  each  other  is  fixd  upon  a  Solid  Basis,  it  will  re- 
ceive no  diminution  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years,  in  which 
time  he  may  prosecute  his  Studies,  and  thereby  render  himself 
more  deserving  of  the  Lady,  and  useful  to  Society;  If  unfortu- 
nately, (as  they  are  both  young)  there  should  be  an  abatement 
of  Affection  on  either  side,  or  both,  it  had  better  precede,  than 
follow  after,  Marriage. 

'Eleanor  Calvert.  She  married  John  Parke  Custis  Feb.  3,  1774,  and,  after  his  death, 
Dr.  David  Stuart.  By  her  first  husband  she  had  Eleanor  Parke  (Nellie)  Custis,  two 
other  daughters,  and  George  Washington  Parke  Custis. 
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Delivering  my  Sentiments  thus,  will  not,  I  hope,  lead  you 
into  a  belief  that  I  am  desirous  of  breaking  off  the  Match;  to 
postpone  it,  is  all  I  have  in  view;  for  I  shall  recommend  it  to  the 
young  Gentleman  with  the  warmth  that  becomes  a  man  of 
honour,  (notwithstanding  he  did  not  vouchsafe  to  consult 
either  his  Mother  or  me,  on  the  occasion)  to  consider  himself 
as  much  engaged  to  your  Daughter  as  if  the  indissoluble  Knot 
was  tied;  and,  as  the  surest  means  of  effecting  this,  to  stick 
close  to  his  Studies,  (in  which  I  flatter  myself  you  will  join  me) 
by  which  he  will,  in  a  great  measure,  avoid  those  little  Flirta- 
tions with  other  Girls  which  may,  by  dividing  the  Attention, 
contribute  not  a  little  to  divide  the  Affection. 

It  may  be  expected  of  me  perhaps  to  say  something  of  For- 
tune, But,  to  discend  to  particulars,  at  this  time,  may  seem 
rather  premature.  In  general  therefore  I  shall  inform  you  that 
Mr.  Custis's  Estate  consists  of  about  15,000  Acres  of  Land,  good 
part  of  it  adjoining  to  the  City  of  Williamsburg,  and  none  40 
Miles  from  it;  several  Lotts  in  the  said  City;  between  two  and 
three  hundred  Negroes;  and  about  Eight  or  ten  thousand 
Pounds  upon  Bond,  and  in  the  hands  of  his  Merchants.  This 
Estate  he  now  holds  Independent  of  his  Mother's  Dower, 
which  will  be  an  acquisition  to  it  at  her  Death,  and  upon  the 
whole  such  an  one  as  you  will  readily  acknowledge  ought  to 
entitle  him  to  a  handsome  Portion  in  a  Wife;  But,  as  I  should 
never  require  a  Child  of  my  own  to  make  a  Sacrifice  of  himself 
to  Interest,  so,  neither  do  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  recom- 
mend it  as  a  Guardian ;  but  as  I  know  you  are  full  able,  I  should 
hope,  and  expect,  if  we  were  now  upon  the  point  of  Settling 
these  Preliminaries,  that  you  would  also  be  willing  to  do  some- 
thing genteel  by  your  Daughter. 

At  all  times  when  you,  Mrs.  Calvert,  or  the  young  Ladies  can 
make  it  convenient  to  favor  us  with  a  visit  we  should  be  happy 
in  seeing  you  at  this  place.  Mrs.  Washington  and  Miss  Custis 
join  me  in  respectful  Compliments  and  I  am,  dear  Sir,  etc. 
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ToEARLDUNMORE 

Mount  Vernon,  April  13, 1773. 

My  Lord:  In  obedience  to  your  Lordship's  request,  I  do  my- 
self the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  letters  this  day  received 
from  Dr.  Cooper  of  King's  College  in  New  Lork,  I  find  it 
will  be  about  the  first  of  next  month  before  I  shall  set  off  for 
that  place,  and  that  it  will  June  perhaps  the  middle  of  it,  before 
I  return.  Harvest  then  coming  on,  and  seldom  ending  'till 
after  the  middle  of  July,  I  could  almost  wish  to  see  it  accom- 
plished; but  if  the  delay  in  doing  of  it,  is  attended  with  any 
kind  of  inconvenience  to  your  Lordship,  I  will,  at  all  events, 
be  ready  by  the  first  of  July,  to  accompany  you  thro'  any,  and 
every  part  of  the  Western  Country  you  may  think  proper  to 
visit.  I  beg  the  favour  of  your  Lordship  to  inform  me  there- 
fore, as  near  as  you  can,  of  the  precise  time  you  will  do  me  the 
honor  of  calling  here,  that  I  may  get  ready  accordingly,  and 
give  Mr.  Crawford  (if  your  Lordship  purposes  to  take  the 
route  of  Pittsburg)  who  I  took  the  liberty  of  recommending  as 
a  good  woods-man,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  Lands  in  that 
quarter  notice  of  it;  that  he  may  be  disengaged  when  we  get 
to  his  house,  which  is  directly  on  that  communication,  being 
persuaded  that  such  a  person  will  be  found  very  necessary  in  an 
excursion  of  this  sort,  from  his  superior  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try, and  of  the  inhabitants,  which  are  thinly  scattered  over  it. 

No  person  can  be  better  acquainted  with  the  equipage,  and 
simple  conveniences  necessary  in  an  undertaking  of  this  sort, 
than  your  Lordship,  and,  therefore  it  would  be  impertinent  in 
me  to  undertake  to  mention  them;  but  if  your  Lordship  should 
find  it  convenient  to  have  any  thing  provided  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  and  will  please  to  honor  me  with  your  commands, 
they  shall  be  punctually  obeyed.  As  also,  if  your  Lordship 
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chooses  to  have  an  Indian  engaged,  I  will  write  to  Colo. 
Croghan,  (Deputy  Indian  Agent),  who  lives  near  Pittsburg, 
to  have  one  provided. 

The  design  of  my  journey  to  New  York  my  Lord,  is  to  carry 
my  Son  in  law4  Mr.  Custis  to  King's  College;  if  your  Lordship 
therefore  has  any  letters  or  commands,  either  to  that  place  or 
Philadelphia,  I  shall  think  myself  honored,  in  being  the  bearer 
of  them,  as  well  as  benefited  by  means  of  the  introduction.  I 
am,  &c. 

To  BURWELL  BASSETT 

Mount  Vernon,  April  25, 1773. 

Dear  Sir :  The  interruption  of  the  post  for  several  weeks,  pre- 
vented our  receiving  the  melancholy  account  of  your  loss  until 
within  these  few  days.  That  we  sympathize  in  the  misfortune, 
and  lament  the  decree  which  has  deprived  you  of  so  dutiful  a 
child,  and  the  world  of  so  promising  a  young  lady,  stands  in  no 
need,  I  hope,  of  argument  to  prove;  but  the  ways  of  Providence 
being  inscrutable,  and  the  justice  of  it  not  to  be  scanned  by  the 
shallow  eye  of  humanity,  nor  to  be  counteracted  by  the  utmost 
efforts  of  human  power  or  wisdom,  resignation,  and  as  far  as 
the  strength  of  our  reason  and  religion  can  carry  us,  a  cheerful 
acquiescence  to  the  Divine  Will,  is  what  we  are  to  aim;  and  I 
am  persuaded  that  your  own  good  sense  will  arm  you  with 
fortitude  to  withstand  the  stroke,  great  as  it  is,  and  enable  you 
to  console  Mrs.  Bassett,  whose  loss  and  feelings  are  much  to 
be  pitied. 

By  letters  from  Doct'r  Cooper,  President  of  the  College  in 
New  York,  my  departure  for  that  place  is  now  fixed  to  about 
the  8th  of  May,  which  puts  it  out  of  my  power  to  attend  the 
meeting  in  Williamsburg  this  Court.  I  have  therefore  by  Mr. 

*  Stepson. 
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Henderson  inclosed  several  letters  to  and  drafts  upon  different 
people  for  money,  to  Col.  Fielding  Lewis,  who  wrote  me  that 
he  should  be  in  Williamsburg;  but  if  sickness,  or  any  other 
unforeseen  accident  should  prevent  his  attendance,  I  should 
take  it  very  kind  of  you  to  ask  for  and  open  my  letter  to  him 
and  comply  with  the  contents  in  respect  to  the  receiving  and 
paying  of  money. 

Mrs.  Washington,  in  her  letter  to  Mrs.  Bassett,  informs  her 
of  Jack  Custis's  engagement  with  Nelly  Calvert,  second  daugh- 
ter of  Benedict  Calvert,  Esq.,  of  Maryland.  I  shall  say  nothing 
further  therefore  on  the  subject  than  that  I  could  have  wished 
he  had  postponed  entering  into  that  engagement  till  his  studies 
were  finished.  Not  that  I  have  any  objection  to  the  match,  as 
she  is  a  girl  of  exceeding  good  character;  but  because  I  fear, 
as  he  has  discovered  much  fickleness  already,  that  he  may 
either  change,  and  therefore  injure  the  young  lady;  or  that  it 
may  precipitate  him  into  a  marriage  before,  I  am  certain,  he  has 
ever  bestowed  a  serious  thought  of  the  consequences;  by  which 
means  his  education  is  interrupted  and  he  perhaps  wishing 
to  be  at  liberty  again  before  he  is  fairly  embarked  on  those 
important  duties. 

My  sincere  good  wishes  attend  Mrs.  Bassett  and  ye  family.6 

*To  REVEREND  MYLES  COOPER6 

New  York,  May  31, 1773. 
Revd.  Sir:  Inclos'd  wou  have  a  Sett  of  Bills  for  One  hundred 
pounds  Sterlg.,  which  please  to  Sell  at  the  prevailing  Exchange 
and  retain  the  Money  in  your  own  hands  to  answer  Mr.  Custis's 


BThe  text  is  from  Ford. 

8  President  of  King's  College,  which  later  became  Columbia,  New  York  City. 
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Expences  at  College  and  such  Calls  as  he  may  have  for  Cash 
to  defray  the  Incident  Expences  of  his  abode  in  that  City.  In 
respect  to  the  first  Articles  of  Charge  I  submit  the  matter 
wholely  to  your  better  judgment  under  a  firm  belief  of  your 
adopting  such  measures  as  will  contribute,  most  likely  to  pro- 
mote the  principal  end  of  Mr.  Custis's  coming  here  not  regard- 
ing the  extra  charge  incurrd  in  the  accomplishm't  of  it.  In 
regard  to  the  Second,  as  I  do  not  know  what  Sum  he  ought, 
with  propriety,  to  expend  in  such  a  place  as  New  York,  I  shall 
not  undertake  to  liquidate  it;  but  hope  if,  contrary  to  my  ex- 
pectation you  should  find  him  Inclind  to  run  in  to  any  kind  of 
extravagance  you  will  be  so  good  by  your  friendly  Admonition 
to  Check  the  progress  of  it. 

As  Mr.Custis  may  probably  want  Cloathing,and  other  neces- 
saries, you  will  please  to  establish  a  Credit,  in  his  behalf,  with 
such  Merchants  as  you  can  recommend,  and  when  the  deposit 
now  lodged  with  you  is  expended  in  this  and  other  payments, 
be  so  good  as  to  transmit  me  a  Copy  of  the  Disbursements  and 
I  shall  furnish  you  with  other  Bills  whereby  to  lay  in  a  new 
Fund.  I  have  nothing  further  to  add  at  present  than  that  at  next 
vacation,  or  at  any  other  time  I  shall  think  myself  very  happy  in 
seeing  you  in  Virginia,  and  that  I  am  with  very  great  respect 
and  Esteem,  Yr.,  etc. 

*To  ROBERT  CARY  &  COMPANY 

New  York,  May  31, 1773. 
Gentn:  I  am  now  at  this  place  with  Mr.  Custis  (My  Ward) 
who  I  have  brought  to  the  College  here;  in  fixing  him  properly 
at  it,  I  find  it  proper  to  draw  upon  you,  on  his  Acct.  for  one  hun- 
dred pounds  Sterlg.  in  favour  of  the  Reverend  Doctr.  Cowper 
the  President  thereof,  which  Draft  bears  date  with  this  Letter; 
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please  therefore  to  make  payment  and  place  it  to  Acct.  of  this 
young  Gentleman. 

I  shall,  it  is  presumable,  have  occasion  to  draw  in  the  same 
manner  for  his  future  expences  as  they  may  occur  of  which  you 
will  be  duely  advised  by  Gentn.,  Yr.,  etc. 


*To  ROBERT  McMICKAN 

Mount  Vernon,  June  14, 1773. 

Sir:  Your  favours  of  the  29th.  of  March,  and  8th.  of  April7 
are  now  before  me,  but  did  not  reach  my  hands  till  the  10th. 
Instt.as  I  only  returnd  from  New  York  the  8th.  after  an  absence 
of  30  odd  days  from  home. 

I  think  myself  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  the  care  and 
Attention  you  have  given  to  the  business  I  took  the  liberty  of 
employing  you  in  but  fear  it  will  avail  me  little.  Mr.  Carlyle 
in  my  absence,  dispatched  a  Person  to  Edenton8  to  Attach  the 
Brig  Ann  and  Elizabeth  &ca.but  by  means  of  a  discontinuance, 
or  Suspension  (as  it  is  said)  of  the  Attachment  Law  in  that 
Government  he  was  disappointed  in  his  aim.  His  Messenger 
however  Succeeded  in  procuring  a  detention  of  the  Vessell  in 
that  Port  for  the  space  of  four  Weeks  in  order,  as  he  could  not 
Attach  that  Mr.  Carlyle  might  have  time  to  be  advisd  of  the 
disappointment  and  concert  other  measures  at  the  expiration 
of  which,  if  nothing  further  was  done  (which  I  understand  is 
the  case)  the  Master  has  engaged  to  Sail  with  the  returns  imme- 
diately for  Jamaica  where  if  you  cannot  Invest  the  Property  for 
my  use  I  have  little  to  expect  from  that  Quarter.  It  is  true  in- 
deed I  have  Attachd  what  Effects  I  could  meet  with  of  Adams's 
in  Mary  land;  but  from  the  best  Accts.I  can  get,  they  will  proove 


'Neither  of  these  letters  is  in  the  Washington  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
'North  Carolina. 
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inadequate  to  my  claim,  and  as  to  his  Bond,  which  you  say 
is  the  only  Security  he  seems  disposed  to  offer  I  would  not  give 
one  farthing  for  an  hundred  of  them. 

I  cannot  comprehend  by  what  devise  it  is  Mr.  Adams  has 
contrivd  to  reducemy  Claim  uponhim  to  ,£587.16.6%  (Includg. 
,£86.5.0  Virg'a  Curr'y  for  115  Barr'ls  of  Herrings).  He  surely 
does  not  recollect  that  he  has  already  acknowledged,  under  his 
hand,  that,  220  Barr'ls  of  the  Flour  actually  sold  at  20/  pr  Ct. 
and  that  he  should  sell  the  rest  immediately  at  the  same  price; 
nor  can  he,  one  would  think,  avoid  knowing  that  the  Invoice 
or  Manifest  will  shew  that  the  average  Weight  of  the  Flour  pr. 
Barr'l  was  upwards  of  231  lbs  Nett.  How  then  he  has  managed 
to  make  the  whole  273  Barr'l  yield  no  more  than ,£491. 19.10% 
when  220  by  the  Acct.  rendered  me  at  this  average  comes  to 
^510.3.4 1  am  much  at  a  loss  to  discover  as  he  never  Intimated 
by  the  most  distant  Insinuation  that  the  Flour  had  Sustaind  the 
least  Damage  but  leaves  me  to  infer  from  his  manner  of  Writ- 
ing that  he  had  been  endeavouring  to  get  a  better  price  for  the 
residue  and  not  that  he  had  any  doubt  of  closing  the  Sales  at 
the  same  Rates. 

As  to  the  Credit  which  he  has  been  pleasd  to  give  for  the 
Fish,  the  price  of  them  he  knew  was  fixed  by  a  specifick  agree- 
ment which  could  be  proovd  Incontestably  so  that  it  was  to 
little  purpose  to  make  any  alteration  there  otherwise  as  he 
has  afforded  so  many  ample  proofs  of  his  good  Intentions  to 
serve  me  in  other  Instances  I  should  have  had  no  doubt  of  his 
attempting  it  here  also;  but  why  Virginia  Money  should  be 
turnd  into  Jamaica  Curr'y  at  9  pr.  Ct.  difference  I  knew  not; 
Our  Exchange  when  Adams  had  the  Fish  of  me  was  at  20  pr.Ct. 
But  throw  this  out  of  the  question  He  knew  that  I  should 
not  have  receivd  Dollars  in  this  Country  had  he  paid  me  here 
at  more  than  5/9  which  undoubtedly  will  cause  a  greater 
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difference  than  9  pr.  Ct.  I  shall  add  no  more  at  present  than 
that  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

To  BURWELL  BASSETT 

Mount  Vernon,  June  20, 1773. 

Dear  Sir:  It  is  an  easier  matter  to  conceive,  than  to  describe 
the  distress  of  this  Family;  especially  that  of  the  unhappy 
Parent  of  our  Dear  Patsy  Custis,  when  I  inform  you  that  yes- 
terday removed  [sic]  the  Sweet  Innocent  Girl  Entered  into  a 
more  happy  and  peaceful  abode  than  any  she  has  met  with  in 
the  amicted  Path  she  hitherto  has  trod.9 

She  rose  from  Dinner  about  four  o'clock  in  better  health  and 
spirits  than  she  appeared  to  have  been  in  for  some  time;  soon 
after  which  she  was  seized  with  one  of  her  usual  Fits,  and  ex- 
pired in  it,  in  less  than  two  minutes  without  uttering  a  word, 
a  groan,  or  scarce  a  sigh.  This  sudden,  and  unexpected  blow, 
I  scarce  need  add  has  almost  reduced  my  poor  Wife  to  the 
lowest  ebb  of  Misery;  which  is  encreas'd  by  the  absence  of  her 
son,  (whom  I  have  just  fixed  at  the  College  in  New  York  from 
whence  I  returned  the  8th  Inst)  and  want  of  the  balmy  conso- 
lation of  her  Relations;  which  leads  me  more  than  ever  to  wish 
she  could  see  them,  and  that  I  was  Master  of  Arguments  power- 
ful enough  to  prevail  upon  Mrs.  Dandridge  to  make  this  place 
her  entire  and  absolute  home.  I  should  think  as  she  lives  a 
lonesome  life  (Betsey  being  married)  it  might  suit  her  well, 
and  be  agreeable,  both  to  herself  and  my  Wife,  to  me  most 
assuredly  it  would. 

It  do  not  purpose  to  add  more  at  present,  the  end  of  my 
writing  being  only  to  inform  you  of  this  unhappy  change. 

Our  Sincere  Affections  are  offered  to  Mrs.  Bassett,  Mrs.  Dan- 
dridge, and  all  other  Friends,  and  I  am  very  sincerely10 


9 In  Washington's  "Diary"  appears  the  following  entry:  "June  19.   At  home  all 
day.  About  five  o'clock  poor  Patsy  Custis  Died  Suddenly." 
"The  text  is  from  Ford. 
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*To  JOHN  WEST11 

Mount  Vernon,  July  4, 1773. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Bond  pass'd  from  Montgomerie  and  others  to 
Us  has  been  due  since  the  first  of  last  Month,  but  my  not  return- 
ing till  the  8th.  from  New  York,  and  the  unhappy  Event  which 
hashappend  in  this  Family  since,  put  it  out  of  my  head  till  now. 
Should  we  not  immediately  call  upon  these  People  for  Pay- 
ment ?  and  what  do  you  think  of  requiring  them  to  meet  us  in 
Alexandria  at  our  coming  Court  to  adjust  these  matters  finally  ? 
if  you  approve  of  the  measure  please  to  forward  a  Letter  by  this 
days  Post  to  Montgomerie  with  this  request,  and  contrive  one 
to  Stewart12  in  George  Town  to  the  same  purpose.  Is  not  this 
about  the  time  Moody  was  to  pay  for  the  Land  by  his  last  Sol- 
emn Engagement? 

Have  you  heard  any  thing  lately  of  the  Suit  against  Sidney 
George  ? 

I  am  very  anxious  to  get  the  Affairs  of  his  Estate  brought  to 
a  conclusion.  I  am,  etc.13 

*To  ROBERT  CARY  &  COMPANY 

July  [10],  1773. 
Gentn:  Inclosed  you  have  an  Invoice  of  such  Goods  as  I  want 
for  my  own  use,  which  please  to  send  by  the  first  Ship  to  this 
River  as  many  of  the  Articles  will  be  wanted  by  the  time  they 
can  arrive ;  among  which  the  Second  Mourningf  or  Miss.  Custis, 
who  we  had  the  misfortune  to  loose  on  the  19th.  Ulto.  will  be 
necessary. 


"Of  Hunting  Creek,  Fairfax  County,  Va.  West  was  at  Cameron,  Va.,  at  this  time. 

^Possibly  Anthony  Stewart. 

13  The  original  is  in  the  Washington  Headquarters  at  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 
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Your  Acct.  against  this  young  Lady  may  remain  as  stated  in 
your  Books  till  further  advise,  in  the  meanwhile  please  to  send 
me  an  exact  transcript  thereof. 

As  I  shall  have  occasion  soon,  I  expect,  to  send  for  many  Arti- 
cles preparatory  to  Mr.Custis's  Housekeeping,  when  he  returns 
from  College,  no  Goods  are  sent  for  on  his  Acct.  by  this  opper- 
tunity,  but  a  small  Invoice  of  Sundries  for  Mr.  Lund  Washing- 
ton is  forwarded  that  they  may  be  dispatchd  with  mine. 

The  Shoes  by  Captn.  Gris  are  safe  arrivd;  so  are  the  Goods 
by  Peterson,  saving  a  Bale  of  Cotton  (of  mine)  which  Mr.  Hill 
writes  me  is  damaged,  but  as  he  is  not  particular  in  the  Acct.  I 
do  not  know  to  what  degree,  or  whether  worth  speaking  of; 
I  have  wrote  to  him  however  on  this  head,  and  expect  his  an- 
swer, when  I  shall  be  better  able  to  inform  you.  He  complains 
a  good  deal  of  the  enormous  size  of  the  Grindstones;  adding 
that,  some  of  them  (if  they  had  been  of  the  proper  quality) 
were  full  large  enough  for  Millstones. 

I  have  directed  him  to  put  all  my  Tobo.  on  Board  of  Peterson, 
as  also  Mr.  Custis's  except  a  few  Hhds  for  Mr.  Hanbury ;  but  as 
he  has  not  yet  furnished  me  with  the  respective  quantities,  it 
is  not,  at  this  time,  in  my  power  to  order  Insurance.  As  soon  as 
it  is  I  will  advise  you  thereof,  and  shall  hope  notwithstanding 
the  Stagnation,  and  indeed  Consternation  which  the  trading 
World  seem's  to  have  been  thrown  into  of  late  that  you  will 
endeavour  to  render  us  agreeable  Accts.  of  Sale  for  these  To- 
bacco's for  if  a  steady  adherence  to  one  House  carrys  any  merit 
along  with  it  none  I  am  Sure  has  a  better  claim  to  your  particu- 
lar Attention  than  my  Ward  and  self  hath. 

As  I  shall  probably  have  occasion  to  write  to  you  again  in  a 
few  days  for  Insurance  &ca.  I  shall  add  no  more  at  present  than 
that  I  am  Gentn.,  etc. 
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*  INVOICE  OF  GOODS  TO  BE  SHIPPED  BY  ROBT  CARY  &  CO. 
FOR  THE  USE  OF  GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  POTOMAC 
RIVER,  VIRGINIA 

July  10,  1773. 
#  #  *  *  # 

A  Black  Silk  Sacque  and  Coat  prop'r  for  Second  Mourning 

1  Suit  of  fash'e  Linnen  to  wear  with  it  (containg.  2  Caps) 
A  White  Silk  Bonnett    *     *     * 

8  pr.  Women's  White  kid  Mitts,  to  fit  a  small  hand  and 

pretty  large  Arm 
4  pr.  White  kid  Gloves  to  suit  Do 

2  pr.  Mitt,  and  2  pr.  Gloves  of  Washd  Leath'r 
2  pr.  Men's  best  Doe  Gloves  for  a  large  hand 
4  pr.  white  French  Kid  Do  for  do    *    *    * 
1  handsome  Fan  prop'r  for  Second  Mourning 

6  pr.  black  Callimanca  Pumps  of  Gresham  pr  Measure  sent 

last  year,  but  not  so  high  heeld    *    *    * 
1  Mans  best  Beaver  Hatt  for  a  pretty  large  head. 
6  Papers  Patent  Cake  Ink  Powder    *    *    * 
Vz  Rheam  best  large  Folio  Pap'r  Mourning    *    *    * 
All  the  Numbers  of  the  Co  vent  Garden  Magazine    *    *    * 
6  Doz'n  very  best  Harry  Cards 
6  Books  of  best  leaf  gold    *    *    * 
1  large  loud  Hunting  Horn,  lap'd  and  securd  in  the  strongest 

manner    *     *     * 
A  Suit  of  Second  Mourning  pr.  Letter  to  Mr.  Gibson     *     *    * 

*To  THOMAS  GIBSON 

July  10, 1773. 

Mr.  Gibson:  This  Letter  is  intended  to  desire  you  to  make 
me  a  genteel  Suit  of  Second  Mourning,  such  as  is  worn  by 
Gentlemen  of  taste,  not  those  who  are  for  running  into  the 
extreame  of  every  fashion.  Make  these  Cloaths  of  Broad  Cloth, 
but  at  the  sametime  send  me  a  proper  kind  of  Waistcoat  and 
Breeches  to  wear  with  the  Coat  when  the  Weather  is  warm. 
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The  Cloaths  you  sent  me  last  year  (agreeable  to  my  last 
directions)  fitted  tolerably  well  except  being  rather  too  short 
in  the  Sleeve,  from  the  Elbow  downwards.  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

*To ,  SCYTHE  MAKER 

July  10,  1773. 

Sir:  Please  to  make  me  a  dozen  Scythes  for  Cradling  Grain 
exactly  as  follow — viz. 

All  of  them  to  be  exactly  three  feet  10  Inches  in  the  Cut; 
pretty  strait  in  the  Back  for  the  greater  ease  in  delivering  the 
Grain  out  of  the  Cradle;  all  to  have  the  same  bend,  the  Plate, 
or  Rim  at  the  back  to  be  short  and  strong;  otherwise  in  the 
rough  and  stumpy  ground  we  often  use  them  in,  they  are 
constantly  breaking;  and  the  blade  where  it  joins  this  Rim  at 
the  Back,  to  be  of  good  substance  altho  the  Scythe  is  made  the 
heavier  by  it.  The  whole  to  be  well  temperd,  that  is,  not  so 
hard  as  to  be  always  gapping,  nor  yet  so  soft  as  not  to  keep  an 
edge;  to  have  Nibs,  Rings  and  Wedges.  Robt.  Cary  Esqr.  and 
Company  will  pay  you  the  cost  and  I  am,  etc. 

*To  JOHN  DIDSBURY 

July  [10],  1773. 

Sir:  Please  to  send  me  the  following  Shoes  and  Boots;  and 
make  out  your  Bill  as  under.  Messrs.  Cary  &  Co.  will  pay  the 
whole  amount  and  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

For  Geo:  Washington 

3  pr.  of  strong  Shoes 

3  pr.  dress'd  Do  Calf  Short  Quartd.  and  high. 
1  pr.  Mens  Clogs,  or  Goloshes 
to  fit  the  above  Shoes    *    *    *14 


'The  omission  is  an  order  for  shoes  for  John  Parke  Custis. 
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*To  THOMAS  NEWTON,  JUNIOR 

July  10, 1773. 

Sir :  I  have  receivd  your  favour  of  the  30th.  June,  and  observe 
what  you  say  in  respect  to  theMidlings.  As  the  Sale  of  it  seems  to 
be  so  dull  in  Norfolk  I  approve  of  your  Shipping  it  to  Madeira, 
and  beg  that  it  may  be  consignd  on  my  behalf  to  Messrs.  Lamar 
Hill  Bisset  &  Co.  who  you  will  please  to  direct  to  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds to  my  Credit,  and  wait  my  order  for  Wines  by  Captn. 
Conway  who  is  to  take  some  Super  fine  Flour  of  mine  to  that 
House  for  this  purpose.  As  the  returns  for  these  Midlings  will 
be  in  Wine  by  Conway  please  to  signifie  it  in  a  Letter  to  that 
House  as  I  shall  not  write  to  them  till  Conway  Sails.  Be  pleasd 
also  to  let  me  know  by  return  of  the  Post  when  your  Vessell 
will  Sail. 

I  have  directed  Mr.  James  Hill  who  looks  after  my  business 
on  York  River  to  you  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Merch'ts  in  Wil- 
liamsburg this  Month  per  the  Money  which  is  to  be  paid  for 
the  Ship-stuff  and  Herrings,  please  to  pay  him  after  deducting 
Commission  and  Freight,  and  furnish  him  with  the  Acct.  I  am 
well  satisfied  you  have  made  the  most  of  the  several  Articles 
Consignd  you  and  am  Sir,  etc. 

*To  ROBERT  CARY  &  COMPANY 

Mount  Vernon,  July  12, 1773. 
Gentn:  I  had  but  just  closed  my  Letter  of  the  10th.  which 
goes  by  this  oppertunity,  and  contains  my  Invoices,  when  I 
receivd  advice  from  Mr.  Hill  of  the  Tobacco's  which  he  either 
had,  or  intended  to  put  on  board  of  the  Rising  Sun;  but  as  it 
seemd  to  be  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  the  Eastern  Shore  Crop 
either  had,  or  would  be  got  to  the  Ship,  I  do  not  know  how  to 
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ascertain  the  Insurance  of  Mr.  Custis's  Tobo.  by  the  Hhd,  as  he 
will,  if  Peterson  receives  the  whole  have  74  Hhds  in  that  Ship, 
and  but  64  if  the  above  Crop  is  left  out.  I  would  therefore  have 
you  Insure  Five  hundred  pounds  upon  this  Tobacco  be  it  more 
or  less.  My  quantity  on  Board  of  Peterson  amounts  to  Fifteen 
Hhds,  on  which  please  to  Insure  about  One  hundred  pounds. 

Inclosed  you  have  Invoices  of  such  Goods  as  are  wanted  for 
Mr.  Custis's  Estate  and  mine  upon  York  River  which  please  to 
send  as  there  directed.  I  imagine  the  Bale  of  Cotton  which 
Mr.  Hill  sometime  ago  wrote  me  word  was  damaged  cannot 
be  much  Injurd  as  he  has  said  nothing  further  on  this  Subject 
in  his  last. 

Should  my  Neighbour  and  Friend  Colo.  Fairfax  apply  to 
you  for  a  few  Guineas  not  exceeding  Ten  or  a  doz'n  to  assist 
in  buy'g  some  Rings  and  other  Mourning  Trinkets  for  Miss 
Custis  please  to  let  him  have  it  and  you  will  very  much  oblige 
Gentn.,  etc.15 

ADVERTISEMENT  OF  THE  OHIO  LANDS16 

Mount  Vernon  in  Virginia,  July  15, 1773. 
The  Subscriber  having  obtained  Patents  for  upwards  of 
Twenty  Thousand  Acres  of  Land  on  the  Ohio  and  Great 
Kanhawa  (Ten  Thousand  of  which  are  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  first-mentioned  river,  between  the  mouths  of  the  two 
Kanhawas,  and  the  remainder  on  the  Great  Kanhawa,  or  New 
River,  from  the  mouth,  or  near  it,  upwards,  in  one  continued 
survey)  proposes  to  divide  the  same  into  any  sized  tenements 
that  may  be  desired,  and  lease  them  upon  moderate  terms,  al- 
lowing a  reasonable  number  of  years  rent  free,  provided,  within 

15  Washington's  invoice  of  goods  ordered  from  Cary  (July  26)  contains  an  item  of 
"A  Genteel  Mourng.  Sword,  with  Belt  Swivels  &ca." 

16  Printed  in  the  Maryland  Journal  and  Baltimore  Advertiser  of  Aug.  20,  1773;  and 
Pennsylvania  Gazette  of  September,  1773. 
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the  space  of  two  years  from  next  October,  three  acres  for  every 
fifty  contained  in  each  lot,  and  proportionably  for  a  less  quan- 
tity, shall  be  cleared,  fenced,  and  tilled;  and  that,  by  or  before 
the  time  limited  for  the  commencement  of  the  first  rent,  five 
acres  for  every  hundred,  and  proportionably,  as  above,  shall  be 
enclosed  and  laid  down  in  good  grass  for  meadow;  and  more- 
over, that  at  least  fifty  good  fruit  trees  for  every  like  quantity  of 
land  shall  be  planted  on  the  Premises.  Any  persons  inclinable 
to  settle  on  these  lands  may  be  more  fully  informed  of  the  terms 
by  applying  to  the  subscriber,  near  Alexandria,  or  in  his  ab- 
sence, to  Mr.  Lund  Washington;  and  would  do  well  in  com- 
municating their  intentions  before  the  ist  of  October  next,  in 
order  that  a  sufficient  number  of  lots  may  be  laid  off  to  answer 
the  demand. 

As  these  lands  are  among  the  first  which  have  been  surveyed 
in  the  part  of  the  country  they  lie  in,  it  is  almost  needless  to 
premise  that  none  can  exceed  them  in  luxuriance  of  soil,  or 
convenience  of  situation,  all  of  them  lying  upon  the  banks 
either  of  the  Ohio  or  Kanhawa,  and  abounding  with  fine  fish 
and  wild  fowl  of  various  kinds,  as  also  in  most  excellent 
meadows,  many  of  which  (by  the  bountiful  hand  of  nature) 
are,  in  their  present  state,  almost  fit  for  the  scythe.  From  every 
part  of  these  lands  water  carriage  is  now  had  to  Fort  Pitt,  by  an 
easy  communication;  and  from  Fort  Pitt  up  the  Monongahela, 
to  Redstone,  vessels  of  convenient  burthen,  may  and  do  pass 
continually;  from  whence,  by  means  of  Cheat  River,  and  other 
navigable  branches  of  the  Monongahela  it  is  thought  the  port- 
age to  Potowmac\  may,  and  will,  be  reduced  within  the  com- 
pass of  a  few  miles,  to  the  great  ease  and  convenience  of  the 
settlers  in  transporting  the  produce  of  their  lands  to  market. 
To  which  may  be  added,  that  as  patents  have  now  actually 
passed  the  seals  for  the  several  tracts  here  offered  to  be  leased, 
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settlers  on  them  may  cultivate  and  enjoy  the  lands  in  peace  and 
safety,  notwithstanding  the  unsettled  counsels  respecting  a 
new  colony  on  the  Ohio;  and  as  no  right  money  is  to  be  paid  for 
these  lands,  and  quitrent  of  two  shillings  sterling  a  hundred, 
demandable  some  years  hence  only,  it  is  highly  presumable 
that  they  will  always  be  held  upon  a  more  desirable  footing 
than  where  both  these  are  laid  on  with  a  very  heavy  hand.  And 
it  may  not  be  amiss  further  to  observe,  that  if  the  scheme 
for  establishing  a  new  government  on  the  Ohio,  in  the  man- 
ner talked  of,  should  ever  be  effected,  these  must  be  among 
the  most  valuable  lands  in  it,  not  only  on  account  of  the  good- 
ness of  soil,  and  the  other  advantages  above  enumerated,  but 
from  their  contiguity  to  the  seat  of  government,  which  more 
than  probable  will  be  fixed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanhawa. 

George  Washington. 

*To  JAMES  MERCER 

Mount  Vernon,  July  19, 1773. 

Dear  Sir:  As  I  neglected  to  have  the  Mortgage  which  you 

gave  me  on  the day  of  March  twelve  months  (of  Sundry 

Negroes  therein  Mentioned)  Recorded  in  time  by  which  the 
efficacy  so  far  as  others  are  concernd  is  lost  to  me,  I  should  be 
obliged  to  you  for  renewing  of  it  or  giving  me  such  other  secu- 
rity for  the  Sum  then  due  as  shall  be  adequate  to  the  purpose. 
The  Duty  which  urges  me  to  make  this  request  will  I  am  per- 
swaded  plead  my  excuse  with  you  for  the  doing  of  it,  as  I  have 
been  told  that  both  your  Fathers  and  Brothers  Affairs  are  a 
good  deal  Involvd  in  perplexity  and  distress  towards  which 
I  do  not  want  to  contribute  further  than  is  necessary  to  my 
own  justification  and  Security. 

As  Negro's  are  a  very  uncertain  and  precarious  Security,  and 
as  you  seem  unwilling  to  ask  any  Gentleman  to  become  per- 
sonally bound,  is  there  any  Land  unincumberd  that  you  could 
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give  a  Mortgage  on  ?  if  there  is  I  had  rather  have  it,  if  the  Title 
is  clear  and  indisputable  and  of  sufficient  value  than  Negroes; 
but  am  content  notwithstanding  to  have  a  fresh  Mortgage  on 
the  same  Negroes  if  they  are  still  living  and  under  no  legal  dis- 
ability. Please  to  let  me  hear  from  you  on  this  Subject  by  the 
Post,  and  you  will  very  much  oblige  Dr.  Sir,  etc.17 

*To  ROBERT  McMICKAN 

Mount  Vernon,  Virginia,  July  20, 1773. 

Sir:  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  14th.  Ulto.  to  which  I  refer,  having 
heard  nothing  from,  or  of,  Danl.  Jenifer  Adams  since. 

By  the  Swift,  Law'e  Sanford,  Master  I  consign  you  500 
Bush'ls  of  Indian  Corn  which  please  to  sell  for  the  highest 
price  you  can  get,  and  after  sending  me  the  several  Articles 
under  written,18  remit  me  the  Ball'e  in  Cash  by  return  of  the 
Vessell.  I  should  be  glad  also  to  receive  the  other  Ball'e  due  me 
on  Acct.  of  Herrings,  with  the  Acct.  thereof  by  the  same  opper- 
tunity.  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

*To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Airy,  August  2, 1773. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  be  deprivd  of  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you,  and  concernd  at  the  painful  cause  of  it;  which,  if  every 
other  remedy  f aild  I  should  be  for  drawing. 

Your  Acct.  I  dare  say  is  perfectly  right,  and  I  will  either 
leave  Bills  to  the  amount  of  it,  under  cover  with  Mr.  Calvert, 
or  send  them  to  you  in  a  day  or  two  after  I  get  home ;  drawn  at 
Par  which  the  Govr.  tells  me  is  rather  less  than  might  be  had, 
if  offered  for  Sale. 


"Mercer  turned  this  land  question  over  to  George  Mason,  who  wrote  Washington 
(December  21)  about  two  tracts — one  on  Pohick  Creek,  Va.,  and  one  on  Four-Mile 
Run,  Va.  Mason's  letter  is  printed  in  Hamilton's  Letters  to  Washington,  vol.  4,  p.  286. 

18  The  articles  are  those  ordered  from  Daniel  Jenifer  Adams  July  20,  1772. 
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Jacks  situation  at  New  York  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  real, 
and  sincere  satisfaction;  his  Mother  and  myself  have  received 
Letters  of  the  same  Import.  The  Govr.  waiting  I  shall  not 
enlarge,  or  add  more  than  with  best  respects  to  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Boucher  in  which  Mrs.  Washington  joins,  I  am  with  very 
great  truth,  etc.19 

To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  August  5, 1773. 

Dear  Sir:  Under  cover  with  this  Letter  I  send  you  a  Bill  of 
Exch:  on  Robt.  Cary  and  Co.  for  £65  Sterlg,  which  is  the 
amount  of  your  Acct.  at  66  2/3,  more  than  which  the  Govr. 
told  me  might  be  had  for  good  Bills.  I  have  made  no  deduc- 
tion for  the  sums  of  £  1.5.0  and  ,£2.6.0  Virga.  Curr'y  paid  Rind 
and  Purdie  on  your  Acct.  nor  of  £1.4.0  York  C'y  paid  Gaine, 
whose  receipt  I  now  Inclose;  as,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
I  formerly  did  the  other  two;  these  Sums  you  can  pay  me  at 
some  other  time.  In  the  meanwhile  please  to  give  me  a  receipt 
at  the  foot  of  Mr.  Custis's  Acct.  (Inclos'd)  for  the  Sum  now 
paid. 

I  hope  this  Letter  will  find  you  easd  of  the  Pains,  you  com- 
plaind  of  in  your  last,  and  that  you  may  find  it  convenient,  if 
Govr.  Eden  Inclines  to  make  me  a  visit  from  your  House  to 
accompany  him.  Mrs.  Washington  joins  me  in  Affect'e  Com- 
pliments to  Mrs.,  Miss  Boucher  and  yourself  and  I  am  with 
very  great  regard  Dr.  Sir,  etc.  [h.l.] 

*To  EDWARD  ANDERSON 

Mount  Vernon,  September  10,  1773. 
Sir :  Your  favour  of  the  13th.  of  last  Month  came  to  my  hands 
a  few  days  ago.  You  will  be  pleas'd  Sir,  for  the  justification  of 

10The  text  is  from  the  original  in  the  possession  of  E.  F.  Bonaventure,  in  1930,  who 
kindly  permitted  its  use. 
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Colo  Colvills  Exrs,  to  have  the  Powr.  of  Attorney  sent  you  by 
the  Guardian  of  Miss  Harriot  Rebecca  Anderson  recorded 
in  the  Court  of  this  County  (Fairfax)  after  which  the  Money 
shall  be  paid  to  you  or  your  Order.  This  step  we  are  told,  is 
essential  to  our  justification,  and  will  therefore  plead  an  excuse 
I  hope,  for  the  trouble  we  are  forced  to  give  you  on  this  occa- 
sion I  am  Sir,  etc. 

To  WILLIAM  CRAWFORD 

Mount  Vernon,  September  25, 1773. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  heard  (the  truth  of  which,  if  you  saw  Lord 
Dunmore  in  his  way  to  or  from  Pittsburg  you  possibly  are 
better  acquainted  with  than  I  am,)  that  his  Lordship  will  grant 
Patents  for  Lands  lying  below  the  Scioto,  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  claim  under  the  Proclamation  of  October  1763. 
If  so,  I  think  no  time  should  be  lost  in  having  them  surveyed, 
lest  some  new  revolution  should  again  happen  in  our  political 
System:  I  have  therefore,  by  this  conveyance,  wrote  to  Capt. 
Bullet  to  desire  he  will  have  10,000  acres  survey'd  for  me;  5,000 
of  which  I  am  entitled  to  in  my  own  right,  the  other  5,000  by 
purchase  from  a  Capt:  and  Lieut.  I  have  desired  him  to  get 
this  quantity  of  land  in  one  tract,  if  to  be  had  of  the  first  qual- 
ity ;  if  not,  then  in  two,  or  even  in  three,  agreeably  to  the  several 
rights  I  hold  under  rather  than  survey  bad  land  for  me,  or  even 
that  which  is  middling.  I  have  also  desired  him  to  get  it  as  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Scioto,  that  is,  to  the  western  bounds  of  the 
new  Colony,  as  may  be,  but  for  the  sake  of  better  land,  I  would 
go  quite  down  to  the  Falls,  or  even  below  it;  meaning  thereby 
to  get  richer  and  wider  bottoms,  as  it  is  my  desire  to  have  my 
land  run  out  upon  the  Banks  of  the  Ohio.  If  you  should  go 
down  the  river  this  fall,  in  order  to  look  out  your  own  quantity 
under  the  above  Proclamation,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you 
for  your  assistance  to  Capt :  Bullet  in  getting  these  10,000  acres  for 
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me,  of  the  most  valuable  land  you  can,  and  I  will  endeavour 
to  make  you  ample  amends  for  your  trouble;  but  I  by  no  means 
wish  or  desire  you  to  go  down  on  my  account  unless  you  find 
it  expedient  on  your  own;  of  this  I  have  wrote  Capt:  Bullet 
under  cover  to  you,  desiring  if  you  should  be  with  him  to  ask 
your  assistance. 

As  I  have  understood  that  Captn.  Thompson  (by  what  au- 
thority I  know  not)  has  been  surveying  a  good  deal  of  land 
for  the  Pennsylvania  officers,  and  that  Dr.  Connelly  has  a  prom- 
ise from  our  Governor  of  2,000  acres  at  the  Falls,  I  have  desird 
Capt:  Bullet  by  no  means  to  involve  me  in  disputes  with  any 
person  who  has  an  equal  claim  to  land  with  myself,  under  the 
Proclamation  of  1763.  As  to  the  pretensions  of  other  people,  it 
is  not  very  essential;  as  I  am  told  that  the  Govr.  has  declared 
he  will  Grant  Patents  to  none  but  the  officers  and  soldiers,  who 
are  comprehended  within  the  Proclamation,  aforementioned: 
but  even  of  these  claims,  if  I  could  get  lands  equally  as  good,  as 
convenient,  and  as  valuable  in  every  respect  elsewhere,  I  should 
choose  to  steer  clear.20 


20  Some  Pennsylvania  officers,  claimants  to  land  on  the  Ohio,  among  them  being 
Col.  John  Armstrong,  who  sent  Capt.  William  Thompson  to  meet  Captain  Bullet  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Scioto  and  make  surveys  in  that  region. 

"Application  was  made  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia,  in  1774,  by  the 
agent  of  these  associated  officers,  for  leave  and  permission  to  survey  and  lay  off  the  por- 
tions of  land  which  they  were  respectively  entitled  to  under  the  proclamation  of 
1763.  That  the  Governor  and  Council  were  of  opinion  that  the  claim  of  the  said 
officers  was  well  founded,  and  a  commission  was  thereupon  granted  by  the  masters 
of  William  and  Mary  College,  to  Captain  William  Thompson,  appointing  him  either 
a  principal  or  deputy-surveyor  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  said  surveys  within 
Virginia.  The  said  Thompson,  being  duly  authorized,  proceeded  to  make  the  sur- 
veys, and  did  actually  make  and  complete  them  on  Salt  Lick  River,  then  in  Virginia, 
now  in  Kentucky.  .  .  .  Thompson,  when  he  had  completed  a  draft  of  the  surveys, 
and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  with  the  associated  officers  for  the  completion 
of  the  titles,  proceeded,  in  the  year  1775,  to  the  office  in  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of 
returning  the  said  surveys,  and  having  them  duly  accepted;  but,  as  a  previous  condi- 
tion to  their  acceptance,  it  was  required  of  him  that  he  should  take  an  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  which  as  a  patriot,  from  principles  of  attachment 
to  his  country,  he  refused  to  take,  and  consequently,  the  surveys  were  not  accepted, 
and  the  patents  not  issued."  (See  Report  of  Mr.  Boyle  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Feb.  3,  1807.) — Ford. 
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Old  David  Wilper  (who  was  an  officer  in  our  regiment,  and 
has  been  with  Bullet  running  out  land  for  himself  and  others) 
tells  me  that  they  have  already  discoverd  Salt  Springs  in  that 
Country;  three  of  which  Capt.  Thompson  has  included  within 
some  Surveys  he  has  made,  and  the  other,  an  exceeding  valu- 
able one  upon  the  river  Kentucke,  is  in  some  kind  of  dispute. 
I  wish  I  could  locate  one  of  my  Surveys  there;  I  would  imme- 
diately turn  it  to  an  extensive  public  benefit,  as  well  as  private 
advantage:  however  as  four  are  already  discovered,  it  is  more 
than  probable  there  are  many  others,  and  if  you  could  come  at 
the  knowledge  of  them  by  means  of  the  Indians  or  otherwise, 
I  would  join  you  in  locating  them  in  the  name,  or  names  of 
some  persons  who  have  a  right  under  the  Proclamation,  and 
whose  right  we  can  be  sure  of  buying,  (as  it  seems  there  is  no 
other  method  of  having  lands  Granted;)  but  this  should  be 
done  with  a  good  deal  of  circumspection  and  caution  till 
patents  are  obtained. 

I  did  not  choose  to  forego  the  opportunity  of  writing  to  you 
by  the  Gentlemen,  who  are  going  to  divide  their  land  at  the 
mouth  of  the  great  Kanhawa,  tho'  I  could  wish  to  have  delayed 
it,  till  I  could  hear  from  the  Governor,  to  whom  I  have  written, 
to  know  certainly  whether  he  will  grant  patents  for  the  land 
which  Capt:  Bullet  is  surveying  of,  that  one  may  proceed  with 
safety :  as  also  whether  a  discretionary  power  which  I  had  given 
Mr.  Wood  to  locate  my  land  in  West  Florida,  under  an  infor- 
mation, (even  from  his  Lordship  himself)  that  lands  could 
not  be  had  here,  would  be  any  bar  to  my  surveying  on  the 
Ohio;  especially  as  I  have  heard  since  Mr.  Woods  departure 
that  all  the  lands  on  that  part  of  the  Mississippi,  to  which  he 
was  restricted  by  me,  are  already  engaged  by  Emigrants,  which 
have  resorted  to  that  Country.  Should  I,  however,  receive  any 
discouraging  account  from  his  Lordship  on  these  heads,  I  shall 
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embrace  the  first  opportunity  that  offers  afterwards  to  inform 
you  of  it.  I  have  lately  been  informed  that  the  bottom  wch.  you 
survey'd  for  me  above  Capteening,  Mr.  Michl.  Cresap  has 
taken  possession  of;  after  Doctr.  Brisco,  in  consequence  of  my 
letter  to  him,  had  relinquished  it.  I  have  by  this  opportunity 
wrote  to  you  about  it;  and  if  you  shou'd  go  down  the  Ohio 
this  Fall,  I  should  be  obliged  to  you  just  to  give  Mr.  Cresap  (if 
you  find  him  there,  or  the  person  in  possession)  notice  that  I 
shall  not  give  up  my  claim  to  it,  'till  I  have  at  least  spent  a  good 
deal  in  support  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Leet,  I  inf  ormd  you  of  the  unhappy  cause,  which  pre- 
vented my  coming  out  this  Fall,  but  I  hope  nothing  will  prevent 
my  seeing  you  in  that  Country  in  the  Spring:  the  precise  time, 
as  yet,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  fix;  but  I  should  be  glad  if 
you  would  let  me  know  how  soon  it  may  be  attended  with 
safety,  ease  and  comfort,  after  which  I  will  fix  upon  a  time  to 
be  at  your  house.  I  am  in  the  mean  while,  with  sincere  good 
wishes  for  you,  Mrs.  Crawford  and  Family,  your  friend,  &c. 

To  WILLIAM  CRAWFORD 

Mount  Vernon,  September  25, 1773. 
Dr.  Sir :  Since  writing  the  enclosed,  I  have  further  understood 
that  the  Governor,  from  some  displeasure  at  Capt:  Bullet's  con- 
duct, (whether  for  surveying  at  all,  or  for  other  persons,  besides 
those  claiming  under  the  Proclamation;  or  whether  for  a 
Speech  and  engagement  wch.  he  entered  into  with  the  In- 
dians,) has  order'd  him  in.  If  the  Govrs.  displeasure  proceeded 
from  the  last  mention'd  cause,  I  should  be  glad  (in  case  of  your 
going  down  the  river  in  pursuit  of  your  own  Land)  if  you 
could  obtain  a  license  from  him  to  survey  my  quantity  of 
10,000  acres,  as  I  will  endeavour  to  get  him  to  authenticate  it, 
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in  order  that  I  may  proceed  to  Patenting  of  it,  if  the  Govr. 
thinks  himself  at  liberty  to  grant  one. 

I  have  wrote  to  Bullet  to  this  effect,  and  though  I  know  I 
gave  him  mortal  offence,  by  interesting  myself  in  procuring 
the  commission  I  did,  for  you,  yet  I  have  some  expectation  of 
his  complying  with  my  request.  If  he  does  comply,  you  must 
know  from  him,  what  surveys  he  has  made,  as  also  what  En- 
tries are  lodged,  in  order  that  you  may  steer  clear  of  them;  and 
I  would  recommend  it  to  you  to  use  dispatch,  for  depend  upon 
it,  if  it  be  once  known  that  the  Governor  will  grant  Patents  for 
these  Lands,  the  Officers  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Carolina 
&ca.  &ca.,will  flock  there  in  Shoals,  and  every  valuable  spot  will 
be  taken  up,  contiguous  to  the  river,  on  which,  the  Lands,  unless 
it  be  where  there  are  some  peculiar  properties,  will  always  be 
most  valuable.  I  am  as  before,  etc. 

To  MICHAEL  CRESAP 

Mount  Vernon,  September  26, 1773. 
Sir:  In  my  passage  down  the  Ohio  in  the  Fall  of  the  year 
1770, 1  made  choice  of  a  piece  of  Land,  being  the  first  bottom 
on  the  So.  East  side  the  river  above  Capteening,  as  also  a  little 
above  a  place  where  the  effects  of  a  hurricane  appear  among 
the  Trees,  and  opposite  to  a  Creek  on  the  other  side  near  the 
upper  end  of  the  bottom,  call'd  Pipe  Creek.21  The  next  Spring, 
when  Capt:  Crawford  went  down  the  Ohio  to  survey,  I  de- 
sired him  to  run  out  this  Land  for  me,  which  he  accordingly 
did,  and  returned  me  the  Plat  of  it,  as  you  may  see  by  the  in- 
closed copy;  intending  as  soon  as  a  Patent  could  be  obtained,  to 
apply  for  one.  The  summer  following,  hearing  that  Doctor 

a Pipe  Creek,  W.  Va.  It  enters  the  Ohio  River  just  below  Moundsville,  in  Belmont 
County,  and  it  is  supposed  to  have  derived  its  name  from  the  pipe  clay  along  its  banks 
which  the  Indians  used. 
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Brisco  had  taken  possession  of  this  bottom,  (altho'  inform'd 
of  my  claim  to  it)  I  wrote  him  a  letter,  of  which  the  inclos'd  is 
a  copy.  And  within  these  few  days  I  have  heard  (the  truth  of 
which  I  know  not)  that  you,  upon  the  Doctor's  quitting  of  it, 
have  also  taken  possession  of  it.  If  this  information  be  true,  I 
own  I  can  conceive  no  reason  why  you  or  any  other  person 
should  attempt  to  disturb  me  in  my  claim  to  this  Land,  as  I 
have  not,  to  my  knowledge,  injur'd  or  attempted  to  injure,  any 
other  man  in  his  pretensions  to  Land  in  that  country;  it  is  a 
little  hard,  therefore  upon  me  that  I  cannot  be  allowed  to  hold 
this  bottom  (which  is  but  a  small  one)  in  peace  and  quietness, 
'till  a  legal  right  can  be  obtained,  which  I  always  have  been  and 
still  am  ready  to  pay  for,  as  soon  as  I  know  to  what  office  to 
apply.  I  would  feign  hope  that  my  information  respecting 
your  taking  possession  of  this  Land,  is  without  foundation;  as  I 
should  be  sorry  to  enter  into  a  litigation  of  this  matter  with  you 
or  any  other  Gentleman;  but  as  I  conceiv'd  that  I  had  as  good  a 
right  to  make  choice  of  this  bottom,  as  any  other  person  has;  as 
I  am  sure  that  I  am  the  first  that  did  so,  and  have  had  it  sur- 
vey'd  so  as  to  ascertain  the  bounds,  upwards  of  two  years  ago,  I 
am  resolved  not  to  relinquish  my  claim  to  it.  But  if  you  have 
made  any  Improvements  thereon,  not  knowing  of  my  claim,  I 
will  very  readily  pay  you  the  full  value  thereof,  being,  etc. 

*To  ROBERT  CARY  &  COMPANY 

Mount  Vernon,  October  6, 1773. 
Gentn :  I  am  almost  ashamd  to  trouble  you,  in  the  same  year, 
with  such  frequent  Orders  for  Goods;  but  as  I  am  under  a 
necessity  of  making  some  repairs  to,  and  alterations  in  my 
House,  and  did  not  get  an  Acct.  before  from  the  Undertaker 
of  all  the  Materials  wanting  it  must  plead  my  Excuse  for  re- 
questing you  to  send  me  the  undermentioned  Articles  as  also 
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the  following  Books  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Custis  to  whom  they  are 
to  be  charged.  I  am  Gentn.,  etc. 

For  Geo:  Washington 

ioo  Sqrs.  of  best  Crown  Glass  9  by  11 

A  Cask  of  Whiting 

400  Wt.  of  White  Lead  ground  in  Oyl 

over  and  above  the  last  Order 
30  lb  red  Lead.  2  lb  Lampblack 

100  lb  yellow  Oaker.        10  lb  Umber 
20  Gallns.  best  Brittish  Lintseed  Oyl 

for  Inside  painting 
9  pr.  dovetail  Mortice  Hinges  mid:  size 
3  pr.  Ditto  larger 

9  Comm.  brass  cased  Locks        3  Do  dble.  Spd.  best  Do 
3  M  2d.  Brads   3  M  3d.   Do  6  M  4d.    Do 
6  M  6d.   Do   8  M  Clasp  Nails  instead  of  Brads  for  Flooring 
40  M  4d.  Nails    100  lbs  of  Lead  for  Windows  and  50 

fathom  Sash  Line. 
25  Lbs.  best  Glew    Y2  a  Ton  of  unprepd.  Plaist'r  of 

Paris    *     *     *2a 

To  JOHN  ARMSTRONG 

Mount  Vernon,  October  10, 1773. 
Dear  Sir:  Upon  my  return  home  from  the  Annapolis  races 
(from  whence  I  wrote  you,  committing  the  letter  to  the  care  of 
Capt.McGachenof  Baltimore  Town,  who  assured  me  it  should 
be  forwarded  the  week  after,)  I  received  a  letter  from  Lord 
Dunmore,  our  Governor,  containing  the  following  paragraph, 
which  I  enclose  for  your  information,  agreeable  to  my  promise. 

"I  last  post  received  yours  of  the  12th  inst.  (that  is  September) 
wherein  you  beg  to  be  informed  whether  I  propose  granting  patents  to 
such  officers  and  soldiers  as  claim  under  his  Majesty's  proclamation  in 
8ber  1763.  I  do  not  mean  to  grant  any  patents  on  the  Western  waters, 

^The  omission  is  a  list  of  books  for  John  Parke  Custis  and,  like  other  similar  orders, 
was  a  requisition  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Boucher.  Some  of  the  tides  justify  a  suspicion 
that  the  Reverend  Boucher  was  more  interested  than  his  scholar. 
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as  I  do  not  thin\  I  am  at  present  impowered  so  to  do.  I  did  indeed  tell 
a  poor  old  German  lieutenant*3  who  was  with  me,  and  informed  me  he 
was  very  poor  and  had  ten  children,  that  I  possibly  might  grant  him  a 
patent  contiguous  to  that  which  he  had  under  Mr.  Dinwiddle's  procla- 
mation, which,  I  suppose,  is  what  may  have  given  rise  to  the  report  you 
have  heard." 

I  was  suspicious,  as  I  think  I  wrote  you  in  my  last,  that  the 
report  of  Lord  Dunmore's  granting  patents  was  rather  prema- 
ture; for  after  declaring  to  the  officers  of  his  own  government 
that  he  did  not  conceive  himself  at  liberty  to  issue  patents  for 
lands  on  the  Western  Waters,  I  could  scarce  think  he  would 
change  his  opnion  without  giving  them  some  intimation  of  it, 
either  in  a  publick  or  private  manner;  and  yet  there  are  some 
words  in  his  letter  (which  I  have  marked)  which  seem  to  imply 
an  expectation  at  least  of  doing  it.  It  remains  therefore  to  be 
considered,  whether  the  officers  claiming  under  his  Majesty's 
proclamation  of  1763  have  a  better  chance  of  securing  their 
lands  elsewhere;  and  if  they  have  not,  whether  the  known 
equity  of  their  claims,  the  prevailing  opinion  that  Bullet  is  pro- 
ceeding by  authority  in  the  surveys  he  is  now  making,  and  the 
united  endeavors  of  the  officers  to  obtain  patents  for  the  lands 
actually  surveyed,  may  not  discourage  other  emigrants  from 
settling  thereon;  and, in  the  end, induce  government  to  comply 
with  their  just  requisitions  by  fulfilling  its  own  voluntary 
promises.  I  own  it  is  a  kind  of  lottery,  and  whether  the  chance 
of  a  prize  is  not  worth  the  expense  of  a  survey,  is  the  point  in 
question.  As  subjects  and  individuals  of  the  community  at 
large,  we  are  at  least  upon  a  par  with  those  who  are  occupying 
the  country;  but  whether  any  of  these  pleas,  under  the  present 
discouragements  of  government,  will  avail  anything,  is  a  mere 
matter  of  speculation,  on  which  every  person  must  exercise  his 
own  powers  of  reflection.24 

23  John  David  Wilper,  or  Woelper. 
24 The  text  is  from  Ford. 
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ToEARLDUNMORE 

Williamsburg,  November  2, 1773. 

My  Lord:  Urged  to  it  by  repeated  applications  from  a  num- 
ber of  Officers  whom  I  have  had  the  honor  to  command  in  the 
service  of  this  Colony,  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  Your 
Excelly  on  the  Subject  of  the  Lands  which  the  Gentlemen  con- 
ceive themselves  entitled  to  under  his  Majesty's  bounty  of 
October  1763. 

The  exception  in  favor  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers,  contained 
in  his  Majesty's  order  in  Council  of  the  6th.  of  April  last,25  they 
humbly  conceive  is  so  strong  an  implication  of  your  Lordship's 
right  to  grant  them  these  Lands,  as  to  remove  every  restraint 
you  were  under  before;  and  as  there  are  no  waste  Lands  to  be 
had  in  this  Colony,  but  such  as  lay  upon  the  Western  Waters, 
they  humbly  pray  for  leave  to  survey  on  the  river  Ohio  and  its 
waters  below  the  mouth  of  Scioto  (the  Western  boundary  of 
the  New  Colony,  should  it  ever  take  place);  apprehending 
that  your  Excellency  hath  an  undoubted  right  to  grant  Patents 
for  them,  as  these  Lands  have  ever  been  considered  as  apper- 
taining to  Virginia;  warranted,  as  they  have  been  informed, 
by  the  Colony,  charter,  and  sold  by  the  Six  Nations  at  the 
Treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix  in  1768:  Nor  is  the  right  thereto,  it  is 
humbly  presumed,  by  any  means  hurt  by  the  nominal  Line, 
commonly  called  the  Ministerial  Line,  since  that  transaction 
seems  to  have  been  considered  by  Government  as  a  temporary 
expedient  (at  the  instigation  of  the  Indian  Agent)  to  satisfy 
the  Southern  Indians,  who  as  it  is  said,  have  disclaimed  any 
right  to  the  very  Lands  in  contest;  no  other  regard  having  been 
paid  to  it  by  the  Ministers  themselves. 

The  Officers  of  Virginia  Troops  impressed  with  these  senti- 
ments, and  having  undoubted  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  no 

25  This  order  in  council  is  printed  in  O'Callaghan's  Documents  Relative  to  Colonial 
History  of  New  Yor\,  vol.  8,  pp.  357-358. 
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other  chance  left  them  to  obtain  their  Lands,  but  on  the  Ohio, 
and  knowing  at  the  same  time  that  the  Officers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania under  a  belief  that  these  Lands  do  appertain  to  Virginia, 
and  that  patents  will  be  granted  for  them  have  surveyed  200,000 
acres,  would  fain  hope  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  proceed  by 
authority  to  make  their  surveys  also,  any  where  upon  the  Ohio 
or  its  waters  below  the  Scioto,  humbly  representing  to  your 
Lordship  that  a  delay  in  this  case,  is,  in  effect,  equal  to  a  refusal, 
as  the  Country  is  spreading  over  with  Emigrants,  and  experi- 
ence has  convinced  all  those  who  have  had  occasion  to  attend 
to  the  matter,  that  these  people  when  once  fixed  are  not  to  be 
dispossessed,  were  it  politic  to  attempt  it. 

The  Officers  have  an  entire  confidence  in  your  Lordship's 
disposition  to  accelerate  their  just  rights;  they  have  no  other 
dependance,  and  hope  to  start  equal  with  those  other  Officers, 
whose  pretensions  are  not  better  founded  than  their  own.  The 
part  I  take  in  bringing  this  matter  to  a  hearing  will  I  hope  meet 
with  your  Lordship's  excuse,  as  I  am  with  the  greatest  respect. 
My  Lord,  etc. 

To  EARL  DUNMORE  AND  COUNCIL 

November  5, 1773. 
My  Lord,  and  Gentlemen:  The  whole  quantity  of  200,000 
acres  of  land  granted  by  the  Hon.  Robert  Dinwiddie's  proc- 
lamation of  the  19th  of  Feb.,  1754,  being  now  fully  obtained 
(within  the  number  of  surveys  limited)  and  the  last  certificates 
thereof  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office,  I  take  the  liberty  hum- 
bly to  inform  your  Excellency  and  Honors  that  the  surveys  for- 
merly made  are  already  patented,  agreeably  to  an  order  of 
Council  of  the  6th  of  Nov.,  1772,  and  that  the  certificates  lately 
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returned  and  unappropriated,  are  for  28,400,  21,941,  7,276, 
7,894,  and  6,788  acres,  in  all,  72,299  acres.  It  is  also  necessary  to 
inform  the  Board  that  the  following  claims,  including  not  only 

those  which  were  given  in  on  the day  of  Oct.  1771,  but 

all  such  as  have  been  entered  here,  are  yet  to  be  acknowledged 
and  satisfied  accordingly: 

Col.  Joshua  Fry's  heir,  being  short  of  his  full  qty. 

at  the  last  distribution 7^42  acres 

George  Washington,  also  short  of  his  quantity  at 

that  distribution 
Col.  Muse  &  others      "       "     "   " 
AndVWaggener        "       "     "    " 
John  Savage  "       "     "   " 

Dr.  James  Craik  "       "     "    " 

Robt.  Stobo's  heir  for  his  full  proportion  of  the 

200,000  acres. 
Jacob  Vanbraam  " 

William  Bronaugh       " 
James  Towers  heir 
Thomas  Bullet 
John  Wright's  heir       " 
Jno.  David  Woelpert     " 
And'w  Fowler  " 

Francis  Self 

Arthur  Watts,  dec'd      " 
Robert  Stewart  "  " 

Alex'r  Bonny 
Wm.  McAnulty 
Thos.Napp 

Jesse  May  "  " 

Robt.  Murphy 
Jno.  Smith 
Wm.  Horn,  dec'd 


In  all 


453 

199 

« 

2,572 

2,572 

394 

<< 

9,000 

a 

9,000 

a 

6,000 

a 

6,000 

tt 

2,500 

<c 

2,500 

a 

600 

a 

400 

it 

400 

400 

400 

400 

200 

<< 

400 

(C 

400 

400 

it 

400 

400 

53432 

acres 
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This  quantity  of  53,432  acres  of  land,  taken  from  the  amount 
of  the  surveys  on  the  other  side,  leaves,  of  the  30,000  acres,  (set 
apart  in  Oct.,  i77i,for  satisfying  any  claims  which  might  there- 
after come  in,  and  for  the  further  purpose  of  reimbursing  the 
few  who  had  been  at  all  the  trouble  and  whole  risk)  18,867 
acres,  which  if  appropriated  to  those  who  were  full  in  advance 
at  that  time,  and  distributed  according  to  the  former  propor- 
tions, will  go  thus: 

To  George  Washington,  3,500; 

"  Geo.  Muse,  3,500; 

"  Geo.  Mercer  2,800; 

"  Adam  Stephen  2,100 

"  Andrew  Lewis  2,100 

"  Peter  Hog  2,100 

"  John  West  1,400 

"  James  Craik  1,400  acres. 

And  if  this  method  of  proportioning  the  18,867  acres  of  land  is 
approved  of  by  Y'r  Exc'll'y  and  Hon'rs,  and  you  shall  pleased 
to  order,  as  before,  an  association  of  names  into  each  Patent,  so 
as  to  bring  the  amount  of  their  several  claims  as  near  to  the 
quantity  of  land  in  the  survey  as  may  be,  the  following  method 
of  doing  it  probably  will  be  found  to  answer  as  well  as  any 
other,  as  it  cost  some  hours  in  shifting  and  changing  the  claims 
from  one  survey  to  another,  to  bring  them  so  near;  but  if  any 
other  method  is  better  approved  of,  it  cannot  but  be  equally 
agreeable  to  the  parties  concerned,  as  chance,  at  all  events, 
must  have  the  government  in  this  matter. 

The  Tract  of  7,276  Acres. 

To  Geo.  Washington  for  his  difTy.  at  the  last  distribution         453 
And  for  his  divid'd  of  the  18,867  acres  3>5°° 


3>953 
To  Geo.  Muse  the  residue,  3>323 


7,276 
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The  Tract  of  28,400  acres. 

To  Capt.  Stobo's  heir 

9,000 

Capt  Vanbraam 

9,000 

representative  of  James  Towers,  dec'd. 

6,000 

Andrew  Fowler, 

400 

Thomas  Napp. 

400 

Arthur  Watts,  dec'd 

400 

Jesse  May  (assigned  Jno.  Fox) 

400 

Francis  Self 

400 

Robt.  Stewart 

400 

Robt.  Murphy 

400 

Jno.  Smith 

400 

Alex.  Bonny 

400 

Wm  Horn  dec'd — 

400 

Wm.  McAnulty, 

400 

28,400 

The  Tract  of  7,894  acres. 

To  Wm  Bronaugh,  for  his  full  share  of  the  Grant 

6,000 

Dr.  Craik,  for  his  diffcy.  at  the  last  distribution 

394 

Ditto  for  his  divid'd  of  the  18,867  acres 

1,400 

Col.  Muse,  for  the  residue 

100 

7^94 

The  Tract  of  6,788  acres. 

To  And'w  Waggener,  for  his  diffcy.  of  the  last  distribution 

2,572 

Jno.  West,  for  his  div'd  of  the  18,867  acres 

1,400 

Col.  Mercer,  for  the  remainder  of  the  tract  which  with 

what  he  received  over  his  proportion  at  the  last  distribu- 

2,816 

6,788 

The  Tract  of  21,941  Acres. 

To  the  heir  of  Col.  Fry, for  his  diffey.  at  the  last  distribution 

7,242 

John  Savage, 

2,572 

Thos  Bullet,  for  his  full  proporn.  of  the  200,000  Acres 

2,500 

Wm.  Wright,  dec'd    " 

2,500 

John  David  Woelpert 

600 

Adam  Stephen,  for  his  divd.  of  the  18,867  acres 

2,100 

Andrew  Lewis              Do                   Do 

2,100 

Peter  Hog                     Do                   Do 

2,100 

21,714 
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As  the  opening  of  the  patents  for  these  lands  will  put  an  end 
to  the  business  of  this  tract  of  1754,  so  far  as  depends  upon  Y'r 
Excellency  and  Hon'rs,  I  would  beg  leave  to  offer  two  points 
of  material  consequence  to  some  of  the  Grantees  to  the  serious 
consideration  and  determination  of  the  Board.  The  first  is,  as 
none  of  the  patentees,  under  the  mode  adopted  of  granting 
land  to  numbers  in  the  same  patent,  can  be  ascertained  of  then- 
particular  property  therein  till  a  legal  division  is  established, 
which  (as  in  the  case  of  a  late  grant  of  28,627  acres  to  sixty  odd 
patentees,  is  scarce  practicable  to  accomplish,  and,  of  conse- 
quence the  saving  of  the  land  by  cultivation  and  improvement, 
next  to  impossible;  by  which  means  the  intended  bounty 
offered  for  a  valuable  consideration  is  not  onlyrenderd  void  but 
to  those  who  have  contributed  to  the  expence,  evidently  inju- 
rious, inasmuch  as  they  have  paid  for  that  which  it  is  not  in 
their  power  to  come  at,)  I  say,  under  these  circumstances, 
whether  some  expedient  cannot  be  hit  upon  to  serve  those  who 
are  willing  and  desirous  of  complying  with  the  tenor  of  the 
grant,  either  by  prolonging  the  time  of  cultivation,  if  this  can 
be  done,  or  by  directing  each  man's  share  in  any  patent  to  be 
laid  off,  (if  the  division  is  not  effected  by  consent  of  parties) 
within  a  certain  limited  period,  of  which  public  notice  to  be 
given,  as  each  patentee  thereafter  shall  respectively  apply  to  the 
Surveyor,  who  may  be  instructed,  to  lay  off  the  same  in  one 
body  and  in  a  good  figure  to  prevent  injustice. 

The  second  matter  to  be  offered  is:  whether  something  can- 
not, and  if  it  can,  ought  not  to  be  done  to  compel  those  who 
have  never  paid  one  farthing,  or  taken  one  single  step  towards 
obtaining  these  lands,  (not  even  the  fees  of  office  on  their  own 
particular  tracts,)  to  contribute  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
land  they  have,  and  are  to  receive  ?  Without  something  of  this 
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sort  can  be  done  previous  to  the  patenting,  or  in  the  patenting 
of  these  lands,  nothing  is  to  be  expected  from  them  afterwards; 
for  where  men  (I  am  speaking  of  those  who  hold  principal 
shares  in  this  grant,  for  as  to  the  common  soldiery,  little  ever 
was  expected  from  them,)  are  found  so  remiss,  after  repeated 
exhortation,  as  neither  to  afford  time  or  money  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  a  work  which  could  not  possibly  have  gone  on 
without  both,  little  of  the  latter  is  to  be  expected  after  the  busi- 
ness is  at  an  end  and  their  patents  delivered  to  them,  unless 
litigious  law-suits  are  commenced,  some  of  which  against  in- 
fants, and  some  against  persons  beyond  sea,  and  without  this,  I 
must,  after  having  been  saddled  already  with  almost  the  whole 
trouble  and  many  expences  peculiar  to  myself,  submit  to  con- 
siderable loss,  as  I  have  been  obliged  to  advance  all  the  fees  of 
office,  answer  many  drafts  of  the  Surveyors  and  considered,  I 
dare  say,  by  him,  as  liable  for  his  whole  fees,  assuredly  having 
one,  in  that  case,  for  the  before  mentioned  tract  of  28,627  acres 
patented  to  the  common  soldiery  to  pay  for,  without  (I  fear) 
their  being  a  penny  the  better  of  it,  as  no  step  hath  yet  been 
taken  to  obtain  a  division.  One  year  of  the  three  gone,  and 
one-half  of  them  may  never  more  be  heard  of. 

I  have  thus,  may  it  please  Y'r  Excellency  and  Hon'rs,  en- 
deavored to  draw  the  whole  of  this  matter  into  one  short  view, 
to  save  you  the  trouble  of  referring  from  one  order  of  Council  to 
another.  I  have  now  to  beg  pardon  for  the  trouble  I  have 
had  occasion  to  give  you  from  time  to  time  in  prosecuting  this 
matter,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.26 

28  Ford  prints  this  letter  under  date  of  1772;  but  the  Virginia  officers  did  not  appoint 
Washington  their  agent  in  this  matter  until  the  meeting  at  Fredericksburg  Nov.  23, 
1772.  The  original  minutes  of  this  meeting  were  sold  at  auction  Oct.  16,  1930. 

Washington's  map  of  this  entire  grant,  with  the  various  allotments  marked 
thereon,  is  in  the  maps  division  of  the  Library  of  Congress.  In  the  Washington  Papers 
are  quite  a  number  of  plats  of  the  various  grants,  also  in  Washington's  hand. 
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*To  ROBERT  CARY  &  COMPANY 

Williamsburg,  November  10, 1773. 

Gentn:  I  am  upon  Terms  for  two  Estates,  for  and  in  behalf 
of  my  Ward  Mr.  John  Parke  Custis.  If  I  conclude  the  Bargain 
for  them  (and  I  must  be  on  or  off  in  a  few  days)  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  draw  upon  you  for  the  whole  Money  he  has  in  your 
hands;  indeed  I  do  not  know  as  yet,  but  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
draw  for  rather  more;  as  it  is  with  the  ready  Cash  I  am  to  make 
the  purchase,  if  I  do  it  at  all.  As  I  thought  it  might  be  satis- 
factory to  you  to  have  as  much  previous  notice  of  this  Draft  as 
I  coud  give  for  it  is  not  more  than  four  days  since  I  began  the 
treaty,  I  take  this  first  oppertunity  of  doing  it. 

One  of  these  Estates  is  the  Seat  on  which  our  late  Treasurer 
Mr.  Robinson  lived,  and  will  afford  Mr.  Custis  a  beautiful  situ- 
ation on  Pamunkey  River  in  King  and  Queen  County  with 
elegant  Buildings  thereon  almost  New  which  will  save  him 
much  trouble,  and  great  expence  in  placing  as  good  on  any  of 
his  own  Lands  (all  of  which  are  very  contiguous  to  this  Seat). 
The  other  is  a  large  Tract  of  Land  on  Mattapony  River  in  King 
William  County  opposite  to  the  other  on  which  Colo.  Moore27 
(who  has  been  I  believe  a  corrispondent  of  yours,  formerly 
lived)  which,  from  the  quality  of  the  Land,  and  its  connecting 
two  other  Tracts  of  his  together  in  one  body,  becomes  ex- 
treamely  valuable  to  him;  I  therefore  hope,  and  expect,  if  my 
drafts  upon  this  occasion  should  exceed  his  Cash  in  your  hands 
a  few  hundred  pounds,  they  will  nevertheless  meet  with  ready 
payments. 

In  a  former  Letter,  I  informed  you  of  the  death  of  Miss  Custis. 
By  that  Event  her  Estate,  consisting  in  money  upon  Bonds  to 
the  amount  of  upwards  of  Sixteen  thousand  pounds  devolves 

2TCol.  Bernard  Moore. 
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in  equal  moiety's  to  Mr.  Custis  and  myself;  and  as  I  would 
choose  to  discharge  my  debt  to  you  I  would  apply  her  money  in 
the  Bank  to  that  purpose,  provided  I  can  sell  out  without  loss; 
Be  so  good  therefore  as  to  let  me  know  as  soon  as  you  can  what 
steps  are  necessary  to  be  pursued,  in  order  to  do  this,  and  upon 
what  terms  it  is  to  be  done.  In  the  meanwhile  please  to  place 
the  Ballance  due  to  this  deceased  young  Lady  to  my  credit,  and 
carry  the  Interest  arising  from  the  dividends  of  Stock  to  my 
Acct.  Curr't  regularly,  till  I  either  transfer  or  dispose  of  it  in 
some  other  manner. 
I  shall  add  no  more  at  present  than  that  I  am  Gentn.  etc. 

To  WILLIAM  BLACK28 

Eltham,  November  18, 1773. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  16th.;  I  have  to  inform 
you  that,  I  cannot  accede  to  your  proposals.  I  have  taken  some 
pains  to  bring  myself  as  well  acquainted  with  the  value  of 
your  Lands  in  the  Counties  of  King  and  Queen  and  King 
William,  as  I  can;  and  having  also  been  at  some  trouble  to 
know  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Custis's  friends  in  respect  to  the 
purchase,  I  have  come  to  the  following  resolution,  vizt.;  to 
offer  ,£3,000  for  your  Land  and  Mill  in  King  Wm,  or  ,£5,000 
for  that  and  the  Land  in  King  and  Queen;  suffering  you  to 
keep  possession  of  both  Tracts  a  year  longer,  when  the  whole 
is  to  be  surrendered  in  as  good  condition,  as  they  now  are  in; 
one  half  of  the  money  to  be  paid  upon  executing  good  and 
sufficient  Deeds,  and  the  other  half  at  the  April  meeting. 
I  am  Sir,  etc.29 

28  Black  was  secretary  to  the  Virginia  commissioners  who  negotiated  a  treaty  with  the 
Six  Nations  under  authority  of  Governor  Gooch  in  1744.  He  married  a  Miss  Dent, 
of  Maryland.  Washington  bought  Woromonroke  from  him  for  John  Parke  Custis  in 
December,  1773. 

28  This  letter  is  printed  Hamilton's  Letters  to  Washington,  vol.  4,  p.  277. 


166  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Dec. 

*To  CAPTAIN  THOMAS  POLLOCK 

Williamsburg,  November  29,  1773. 

Sir:  By  a  Letter  from  Mr.  McMickan  of  Jamaica  I  am  in- 
form'd  of  his  having  obtaind  a  Bottomry  on  the  Brig  Ann  and 
Elizabeth,  whereof  you  are  now  Master.  That  she  was  to  pro- 
ceed from  that  Island  to  Norfolk  with  about  Thirty  pounds 
freight,  and  thence  to  Alexandria.  And  that  within  Thirty 
days  after  her  arrival  at  which  place  if  Mr.  Daniel  Jenifer 
Adams  did  not  pay  my  demand  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the 
Bottomry  Bond  I  am  to  dispose  of  the  Vessel.30 

Under  this  information  I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  receive  the 
freight  of  the  Goods  for  Norfolk,  be  it  more  or  less  than  Thirty 
pounds  and  detain  it  in  your  own  hands  for  my  benefit,  and  pro- 
ceed immediately  from  thence  to  Alexandria,  where  if  I  should 
not  be  arrived  before  you,  apply  to  Mr.  Lund  Washington  in  that 
Neighbourhood  for  further  Orders  before  you  leave  that  Port, 
I  am  Sir,  etc. 

To  WILLIAM  BLACK 

December  6, 1773. 

Sir :  I  expect  all  the  Papers  respecting  your  Title  to  the  Lands 
I  purchased  of  you  will  shortly  be  in  Mr.  Wythe's31  possession 
when  he  will  be  satisfied  whether  your  Title  is  good  or  not  and 
if  he  thinks  you  have  a  good  title  he  will  draw  a  proper  convey- 
ance which  will  be  rendered  to  you  by  the  Bearer  Bartho.  Dan- 
dridge  and  he  will  see  it  properly  executed  by  you  and  Mrs. 
Black.  Whenever  this  conveyance  is  offered  you  I  shall  look 
upon  the  contract  between  us  to  be  absolutely  confirmed  and 
be  pleased  to  accept  this  as  a  declaration  of  the  confirmation 
thereof  on  the  part  of  etc.32 

30 Washington's  "Diary"  for  Mar.  28,  1774,  notes:  "I  went  up  to  Alexandria  to  the 
Sale  of  the  Anne  &  Elizabeth  which  I  bought  myself  at  the  price  of  £  I75-" 

"George  Wythe.  His  opinion  on  the  title  to  the  land,  dated  Dec.  15,  1773.  is  in 
Hamilton's  Letters  to  Washington,  vol.  4,  p.  282. 

82  Text  is  from  an  early  copy  in  the  Toner  Transcripts  Library  of  Congress. 
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*To  THOMAS  NEWTON,  JUNIOR 

Mount  Vernon,  December  14, 1773. 

Sir:  Inclosed  you  have  Invoice  of  26  Barr'l  of  Biscuit  stuff; 
which,  with  35  sent  off  before  I  came  home,  will  be  more  than 
sufficient  I  conceive  to  mix  with  the  midlings  for  Bread;  if  so, 
please  to  dispose  of  the  overplus  for,  and  on  my  acct.,  as  also  of 
the  Bread  when  Baked,  and  send  me  an  Acct.  of  the  proceeds, 
with  the  Cash,  if  any  proper  oppertunity  offers  to  Alexandria 
to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Robt.  Adam  &  Company.  Please  to  let  me 
know  what  you  think  my  best  Superfine  Flour  would  sell  at  in 
Norfolk  (freight  to  be  paid  by  the  purchaser)  I  have  none,  at 
least  a  very  trifling  quantity  by  me  at  present,  having  sold  all 
I  have  hither  to  made  at  two  pence  pr.  lb. 

With  the  Flour,  you  will  receive  a  Barrel  of  White  thorn 
Berrys  for  his  Excellency  the  Govr.  which  please  to  forward 
with  the  Inclosed  Letter  by  the  first  opper'ty;  charge  the  freight 
down  to  me.  If  you  have  heard  any  thing  of  the  Brig  Anne  and 
Elizabeth  Captn.  Pollock  please  to  inform  me  there  of  by  the 
Post  and  you  will  much  oblige,  etc. 

To  REVEREND  MYLES  COOPER 

Mount  Vernon,  December  15, 1773. 
Revd.  Sir:  The  favourable  account  you  was  pleas'd  to  trans- 
mit me  of  Mr.  Custis's  conduct  at  College,  gave  me  very  great 
satisfaction;  and  I  hope  to  have  felt  an  increase  of  it  by  his 
continuance  at  that  place  under  a  Gentleman  so  capable  of  in- 
structing him  in  every  branch  of  useful  knowledge,  as  you  are : 
but  these  hopes  are  at  an  end;  and  at  length,  I  have  yielded, 
contrary  to  my  judgment,  and  much  against  my  wishes,  to  his 
quitting  College;  in  order  that  he  may  enter  soon  into  a  new 
scene  of  Life,  which  I  think  he  would  be  much  fitter  for  some 
years  hence,  than  now;  but  having  his  own  inclination,  the 
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desires  of  his  mother  and  the  acquiessence  of  almost  all  his 
relatives,  to  encounter,  I  did  not  care,  as  he  is  the  last  of  the 
family,  to  push  my  oppostion  too  far;  and  therefore  have  sub- 
mitted to  a  Kind  of  necessity.38 

Not  knowing  how  his  expences  at  College  &ca.  may  stand, 
I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  rendering  me  an  account  of 
them.  You  will  please  to  charge  liberally  for  your  own  par- 
ticular attention  to  Mr.  Custis;  and  sufficiently  reward  the 
other  Gentlemen  who  were  engaged  in  the  same  good  offices. 
If  the  money  I  left  you  is  insufficient  to  answer  these  purposes 
please  to  advise  me  thereof,  and  I  will  remit  the  deficiency. 
I  am  very  sorry  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  see  you  whilst  you 
were  in  these  parts.  I  thank  you  very  sincerely,  Sir,  for  your 
polite  regard  to  Mr.  Custis,  during  his  abode  at  College,  and 
through  you  beg  leave  to  offer  my  acknowledgments  in  like 
manner  to  the  professors  &c,  and  with  very  great  esteem  and 
regard,  am  Rvd.  Sir,  etc.34 

*To  WILLIAM  MILNOR35 

Mount  Vernon,  December  16, 1773. 

Sir:  Leaving  home  about  the  middle  of  Octr.  for  Williams- 
burg and  not  returning  to  it  again  till  Thursday  last,  is  the 
excuse  I  offer  for  not  taking  earlier  notice  of  your  favour  of 
the  19th.  of  October. 

I  have  now  to  thank  you  for  the  Boulting  Cloth  you  sent  me 
wch.  is  exceeding  good  and  very  applicable  to  the  use  it  was 
designd.  I  have  also  to  thank  you  for  your  care  of  the  Goods 

33Custis's  marriage  with  Eleanor  Calvert. 

^Washington  wrote  practically  the  same  letter,  this  same  day,  to  John  Vardill,  of 
Kings  College,  in  answer  to  one  from  Vardill  (September  20)  telling  of  Custis's 
exemplary  conduct  at  college. 

85 A  merchant  of  Philadelphia,  and,  after  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  first  gauger 
of  that  port.  A  full  biographical  note  of  him  will  be  found  in  Hamilton's  Letters  to 
Washington,  vol.  4,  p.  271. 
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brought  in  by  Captn.  Cox  and  sent  round  by  Daugherty,  they 
came  very  safe  to  hand  and  I  have  to  request  the  favour  of  you 
when  you  see  Captn.  Cox  next  to  make  my  Complim'ts  to  him 
at  the  sametime  you  inform  him  of  the  safe  arrival  of  these 
things  and  assure  him  if  he  should  ever  come  to  Potomack 
again  (as  he  seems  to  expect)  that  I  shall  always  be  glad  to  see 
him  at  this  House. 

I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  my  promise  in  respect  to  the 
Fish  Ho.  before  the  next  Season  I  shall  have  one  erected  for 
your  accom'n  not  doubting  but  it  may  turn  out  to  both  our 
advantages. 

Having  lately  receivd  a  Letter  from  Jama.  advg.  me  that  the 
Brig  Anne  and  Elizabeth  Thomas  Pollock  Master  burthen  abt. 
50  Tons  would  Sail  from  that  Isl'd  to  Norfolk  in  this  Colony 
and  thence  to  Alexa.  in  all  Novr.  I  should  be  obliged  to  you  as 
I  have  a  Bottomry  Bond  upon  this  Vessell  to  make  Insurance 
upon  it  to  the  amount  of  ^300  Pensylv'a  Curr'y  and  forward 
me  by  the  first  Post  an  Acct.  thereof.  I  will  pay  the  cost  of  mak- 
ing this  Insurance  to  your  Order  or  settle  it  with  you  in  the 
Spring  as  shall  be  most  agreeable  to  yourself,  being  Sir,  etc. 

To  MRS.  SARAH  BOMFORD 

Mount  Vernon,  December  23, 1773. 
Madam:  Your  tender  feeling  on  account  of  the  distressed 
Mrs.  Savage  is  exceedingly  praiseworthy;  and  your  last  favor 
of  the  21st.  of  Septe.,  which  is  just  come  to  hand,  exhibits  a 
pleasing  specimen  of  your  humanity,  and  benevolent  way  of 
thinking.  Apologies,  in  a  cause  like  this,  are  entirely  unneces- 
sary; especially  to  a  person,  who  conceives  himself  honored  by 
your  corrispondence,  though  begun,  and  like  to  be  continued, 
upon  an  unfortunate,  and  painful  subject;  it  not  being  in  my 
power,  as  yet,  to  answer  Mrs.  Savage's  hopes,  or  my  own 
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expectations,  long  ago  communicated.  What  from  the  delays  of 
our  Courts  (which  are  really  insufferable  ) ,  the  quirks  of  the  law- 
yers, and  the  Doctrs.  determination  of  fighting  the  weapon's 
through;  Mr.  Fairfax  and  myself  have  not  been  able  to  render 
Mrs.  Savage  that  acceptable  service,  we  have  aimed  at,  and 
wished  to  accomplish;  nor  is  it  in  my  power  to  say  when  we 
shall  as  her  attorney  (Mr.  Harrison,  a  Gentle'n  known  to  her, 
well  skilled  and  diligent  in  his  profession)  thinks  it  is  yet  in  the 
Doctor's  power,  if  he  exhibits  all  the  special  pleadings  which 
he  is  threatened  with,  to  procrastinate  the  matter  at  least  eight 
months  longer;  but,  tho  fearful  of  this  event,  he  still  hopes 
to  bring  this  unhappy  dispute  to  a  much  speedier  conclusion;  to 
effect  which,  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part. 

I  cannot  at  this  time  charge  my  memory  with  the  date  of  my 
last  letter  to  you,  or  Mrs.  Savage,  but  am  persuaded  it  might  be 
posterior  to  that  of  September  1772,  notwithstanding  nothing 
has  occurred  since,  worthy  of  her  notice;  I  shall  however, 
change  the  channel  of  corrispondence,  and  for  the  future,  ad- 
dress my  letters  by  post;  at  present,  as  I  could  only  repeat  the 
purport  of  this  letter,  to  Mrs.  Savage,  I  have  judged  it  unneces- 
sary to  give  her  the  trouble  of  receiving  one  from  me ;  but  thro' 
your  friendly  offices,  hope  for  the  favour  of  having  this  infor- 
mation communicated,  with  my  best  wishes,  to  her,  and 
assurance,  that  upon  any  change  in  her  affairs  here,  I  shall 
lose  no  time  in  giving  her  the  earliest  advice  of  it. 

I  think  myself  exceedingly  indebted  for  your  favorable  opin- 
ion of  me,  and  wish  I  may  be  happy  enough,  so  to  conduct 
myself,  as  to  merit  a  continuance  of  it.  I  thank  you  for  your 
politeness,  in  signifying  a  desire  of  continuing  our  Corrispond- 
ence, and  should  be  ungrateful  if  I  neglected  it,  as  the  advan- 
tage will  be  on  my  side,  in  the  pleasure  I  shall  derive  from  your 
sensible  and  sympathizing  letters.  I  am,  Madam,  with  the 
greatest  respect,  etc. 
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*To  SOLDIERS  WHO  ENLISTED  IN  VIRGINIA  FOR 
PROTECTING  FRONTIERS  AGAINST  INDIANS 

Mount  Vernon,  December  30,  1773. 
Sir:  After  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  Letter  of  the  22a! 
of  Novr.  1771  to  Capt.  Stobo  declaring  yourself  his  Represent- 
ative, and  promising  to  settle  for  his  proportion  of  expense 
incur'd  in  obtaining  our  Lands,  I  little  expected  that  I  should 
have  remained  till  this  time  without  hearing  from  you  or  re- 
ceiving the  needful,  By  much  pains  and  assiduity  the  whole 
quantity  of  200,000  Acres  claimed  under  the  Proclamation  of 
1754  is  now  Patented  your  part  of  which  lays  (with  others)  in 
a  Tract  of  28, 400  Acres,  on  the  little  Kanheway  a  branch  of  the 
Ohio  about  200  miles  below  Fort  Pitt,  and  the  uppermost,  sur- 
vey on  the  Ohio  granted  to  the  following  Persons  in  the  pro- 
portions annexed  to  their  re's  name,  viz.  Acres 

To  Captn.  Jacob  Vanbraam 9, 000 

Danl.  Richardson  representative  of  Capt.  Stobo    9, 000 

James  Tower's  heir 6,  000 

Andw.  Towles84 400 

Thos.  Napp 400 

Arthur  Watt's  heir 400 

Jesse  May  (assigned  to  Jno.  Fox) 400 

Frans.Self 400 

Robtt.  Stewart 400 

Robt.  Murphy 400 

Jno.  Smith 400 

Alexr.  Bonny 400 

Wm.  Horn's  heirs 400 

William  McAnulty 400 

Total  (also  amt.  of  the  Survey) 28, 400 

Yourself  with  the  Patentees  above  are  now  to  proceed  to  a 
partition  of  this  Tract  in  the  speediest  and  best  manner  you  can 

33 In  Dandridge's  copy  in  the  Washington  "Letter  Book"  this  name  is  given  as 
Andrew  Fowler;  the  available  records  of  Virginia  colonial  soldiers  show  an  Alexander 
Fowler  and  no  Andrew  Towles. 
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among  yourselves,  and  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe  to  you 
that  by  the  tenor  of  the  Grant  and  agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  this 
Colony  you  are  obliged  to  clear  and  cultivate  three  Acres  for 
every  Fifty  Acres  you  respectively  hold  or  make  other  improve- 
ments thereon  to  the  value  of  five  pounds  for  every  Fifty  Ac's 
as  aforesaid,  otherwise  the  Land  is  liable  to  forfeiture,  and  may 
be  regranted  to  any  person  petitioning  for  the  same. 

This  much  by  way  of  hint  and  information  to  yourself,  Per- 
mit me  now  to  add  that  the  obtaining  of  these  Lands  has  been  a 
work  of  no  small  difficulty  or  expence  and  that  by  the  time  the 
Accts.  all  come  in  which  are  hourly  expected  the  quota  of  each 
persons  share  of  the  Latter  will  amount  to  near  (if  not  quite) 
Four  pounds  sterl'g  for  every  thousand  Acres,  your  part  of  w'ch 
coming  to  Thirty  Six  pounds,  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  you 
will  remit  immediately  upon  this  notice  that  sum  to  me.  It  is 
needless  to  observe,  for  your  own  reason  must  suggest  it  to  you, 
that  it  was  an  Imposition  upon  a  few  Officers  to  be  burthened 
not  only  with  the  whole  trouble  but  also  with  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  prosecuting  this  claim  which  they  did  at  the  hazard 
(for  a  long  while)  of  two  to  one  against  succeeding,  You  are 
therefore  bound  by  every  type  of  honour  and  gratitude  to 
replace  the  money  without  delay  and  I  flatter  myself  it  will 
be  done  accordingly  otherwise  (which  is  no  means  the  wish 
or  desire  of  any  of  us)  some  expedient  must  be  fallen  upon  to 
subject  the  Land  to  the  payment  thereof.  I  am  Sir,  etc.37 

*To  GEORGE  MERCER 

Mount  Vernon,  December,  1773. 
Dear  Sir:  When  I  sat  seriously  down,  divested  of  other 
thoughts,  to  write  to  Mr.  Montague  on  the  Subject  of  the 

87  The  original  A.  L.  S.  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  George  A.  Ball,  of  Philadelphia, 
to  whose  courtesy  the  editor  is  indebted  for  a  copy.  The  "Letter  Book"  record  in  the 
Washington  Papers  is  in  the  writing  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge. 
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power  of  Attorney  which  he  Inclosed  to  Colo.  Tayloe,  Colo. 
Mason,  and  myself,  it  appeared,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  at 
least,  that  it  would  be  very  satisfactory  him,  and  the  Mortga- 
gees, (as  matters  are  very  differently  circumstanced  to  what 
they  expected)  to  receive  authentick  Copies  of  the  proceedings 
in  this  business,  for  this  Reason  I  have  postpon'd  taking  Copies 
of  your  Brothers  Letter  of  Attorney,  and  Deed  to  Messrs.  Hun- 
ter and  Dick,  (returning  them  to  you  again)  and  beg  the 
favour  of  you  to  furnish  me  with  attested  Copies  from  the  Sec- 
retary's, not  only  of  these,  but  of  the  Bill  and  answer  in  this 
case,  having  promised,  if  Colo.  Tayloe  approves,  and  sends  off 
my  Letter,  that  these  Papers  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  first 
oppy.  after  they  get  to  my  hands. 

It  is  my  wish  and  desire  to  give  you  as  little  trouble  and,  put 
Colo.  Mercer  to  as  little  expence  as  possible  in  this  matter;  but 
as  we  have  greatly  prolong 'd  the  day  of  Sale,  as  well  as  the 
manner  of  it,  it  becomes  necessary  in  my  opinion,  to  give  our 
constituents  every  information  in  our  power,  relative  to  this 
business;  and  this  we  cannot  effectually  do,  without  furnishing 
them  with  transcripts  of  the  proceedings  in  Court;  with  the 
Deed,  and  Power  above  mentioned.  It  is  unlucky  therefore 
that  Mr.  Mason  should  possess  himself  of  the  Deed  to  Messrs. 
Dick  and  Hunter  before  record  of  it,  but  upon  application  to 
him,  it  may  soon  be  recover'd,  and  restord  to  the  proper  office, 
and  a  copy  obtaind;  to  effect  which,  I  will  write  to  him  on  this 
Subject,  and  if  the  Deed  should  come  into  my  hands,  will  for- 
ward it  by  Post  to  you,  again  hoping  to  receive  the  desird 
Copies  as  soon  as  possible,  as  also  a  Copy  of  the  decree  for  my 
own  Rule  and  Government  having  forwarded  to  Mr.  Montague 
the  one  you  gave  me.  I  am  Dr.  Sir,  etc.38 

^The  editor  is  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  E.  C.  Horman,  of  New  York  City,  for  a 
photostat  of  this  letter. 
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*To  JOHN  AYLETT39 

Mount  Vernon,  January  8, 1774. 

Dr.  Sir:  In  answer  to  your  enquiries  of  the  1st.  Instt.  I  have  to 
profess  an  entire  ignorance  of  every  matter,  and  thing  respect- 
ing the  Deed  of  Trust  mentioned  in  your  Letter,  so  far  as  relates 
to  any  personal  knowledge;  upon  discoursing  however  with 
Mrs.  Washington  on  this  Subject, I  learn,  that  the  Negro's  were 
never  delivered  to  her,  that  she  desired  Mr.  Barth'ew  or  her 
Mother  (she  does  not  recollect  which)  to  have  the  matter  trans- 
acted between  herself  and  Sisters;  but  whether  Mr.  Will'm 
Dandridge  was  in  the  Country,  consenting  thereto,  or  not,  she 
does  not  recollect. 

This  Sir  is  all  the  information  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  give 
you.  Mrs.  Washington  joins  me  in  love  to  Mrs.  Aylett  and 
yourself  and  I  am  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

To  GEORGE  WYTHE40 

Mount  Vernon,  January  17, 1774. 
Sir:  I  find  my  trouble  is  not  like  to  be  at  an  end  with  Mr. 
Black;  Mrs.  Black  (by  his  procurement  I  think  I  could  almost 
venture  to  say)  has  refused  to  execute  the  Deeds  you  drew  from 
them  to  me;  and  which  is  still  more  extraordinary,  he  himself 
has  denied  possession  of  the  Mills  (as  Mr.  Hill41  informs  me) 
and  the  other  premises  generally  (as  you  may  see  by  his  Letter 
to  me,  forwarded  to  Mr.  Hill  'till  I  have  first  surrendered  his 
Bond,  which  is  the  only  security  I  have  for  his  doing  of  that, 

39  John  Aylett  (174  8-1776).  He  married  Elizabeth  Dandridge,  a  sister  of  Martha 
Washington. 

*°  Wythe  was  born  in  1748  and  died  in  1806.  He  was  a  Signer  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence;  speaker  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses,  1777,  and  chancellor 
of  Virginia  for  20  years;  member  of  the  United  States  Constitutional  Convention. 

"James  Hill,  overseer  of  John  Parke  Custis's  plantation  on  the  York  River,  Va. 
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and  indemnifying  me  against  the  claim  of  his  Wife's  Dower; 
(unless  I  relinquish  the  Bargain  altogether,  and  resort  wholely 
to  Colo.  Byrds  Trustees  for  a  return  of  the  5,000  pounds  and  to 
Black  for  the  remaining  ,£500,  which  I  have  no  inclination 
to  do,  as  I  presume  you  were  satisfied  with  the  title).  Under 
these  circumstances  I  have  directed  Mr.  Hill  to  wait  upon  you 
for  your  advice :  he  can  inform  you  of  matters  as  they  stand,  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Black,  and  shew  you  a  letter  which  I  have 
wrote  to  the  latter,  and  sent  open  to  him,  that  he  may  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  contents,  and  execute  my  directions  therein  con- 
tained, provided  you  approve  of  them;  otherwise  to  follow  any 
other  you  may  think  proper  to  give  him.  You  will  also  judge, 
Sir,  from  what  you  may  hear  from  Mr.  Hill,  what  I  have  wrote 
Mr.  Black ;  and  the  whole  matter  in  its  present  state  (which  you 
are  pretty  well  acquainted  with)  whether  I  ought  to  give  up 
the  enclosed  Bond,  as  I  have  accepted  of  Blacks  title,  tho'  the 
conditions  of  the  Contract,  on  his  part,  are  not  complied  with; 
and  resort  wholely  to  his  own  bond,  endeavouring  under  that 
to  enforce  a  compliance;  or  whether  with  propriety,  I  can,  or 
ought  to  hold  both.  Please  to  drop  me  a  few  lines,  with  your 
sentiments  on  this  matter  by  the  Post  to  Alexandria,  and  in  the 
mean  while  advise  Mr.  Hill  in  what  manner  to  proceed,  if 
you  disapprove  of  my  directions  to  him.  I  am  with  very  great 
esteem  Sir,  etc. 

P.  S.  If  Blacks  Bond  can  have  no  operation  against  him  (re- 
specting Dower)  'till  dower  is  actually  claimed  by  Mrs.  Black, 
in  case  she  should  be  the  Survivor,  and  the  Bond  from  Colo. 
Byrds  trustees  is  not  render'd  void,  by  my  not  declaring  myself 
dissatisfied  with  the  Blacks  title,  and  reclaiming  my  money 
before  the  25th.  of  Deer.,  query  whether,  if  Black  is  pleased 
with  his  purchase  of  the  Falls  Estate,  the  keeping  hold  upon 
these  Gentlemen's  Bond,  and  requesting  them  not  convey  'till 
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Mrs.  Black  has  first  done  it,  may  not  prove  the  most  effectual 
means  of  obtaining  her  consent.  I  only  ask  for  information;  if 
upon  considering  the  matters  this  should  be  your  opinion, 
please  to  let  the  Speaker  know  how  the  matter  stands  between 
Black  and  myself,  that  they  may  not  be  imposed  upon  by  him; 
as  I  believe  he  will  stick  at  nothing  to  carry  his  points. 

To  WILLIAM  BLACK 

Mount  Vernon,  January  17, 1774. 
Sir:  I  was  not  a  little  surprized  when  informed  by  your  own 
letter,  as  well  as  from  Mr.  Hill's,  of  Mrs.  Black's  having  re- 
fused to  acknowledge  her  right  of  Dower  in  the  Lands  I  bought 
of  you.  Did  you  not  repeatedly  assure  me,  that  she  was  ready 
at  all  times,  to  relinquish  her  right  ?  and  did  she  not  signify  as 
much  to  me  herself,  as  I  brought  her  from  Williamsburg  to 
Colo.  Bassett's  ?  From  whence  then  does  this  sudden  change 
proceed  ?  Is  it  because  I  placed  more  confidence  than  I  ought, 
and  to  make  things  agreeable  to  you,  and  convenient  to  your 
creditors,  paid  the  money  in  Williamsburg,  when  I  was  not 
obliged  to  do  it  'till  the  Title  was  effectually  secured,  and  had 
'till  the  25th.  of  Deer,  to  do  this  in  ?  A  generous  mind  would 
recoil  at  such  a  thought:  and  yet  what  other  construction  can 
I  put  upon  this  change.  You  say  "I  tell  her,  she  only  wants  the 
customary  compliment";  for  my  own  part,  I  know  of  no  com- 
pliment established  by  Custom;  I  have  bought  many  pieces  of 
Land  before  these,  and  never  had  a  demand  of  the  kind;  nor 
can  I  harbour  so  unfavourable  an  opinion  of  Mrs.  Black,  as  to 
think  she  is  influenced  by  so  low  and  pitiful  a  consideration; 
however,  if  I  misjudge  the  matter,  and  the  custom  is,  as  you 
say,  you  must  have  comply'd  with  it  yourself;  whatever  there- 
fore you  have  given  to  others,  for  these  very  Lands,  I  will  (tho' 
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I  think  myself  under  no  obligation  to  do  it)  give  to  Mrs.  Black, 
which  will  remove  that  objection.  But  if  I  was  surprized  at  this 
refusal  of  Mrs.  Black's,  how  much  more  so  ought  I  to  be,  at 
your  attempting,  according  to  Mr.  Hill's  account,  to  withhold 
the  Mills,  which  is  solely  an  act  of  your  own  ?  Under  what  pre- 
text is  this  done  ?  Do  you  not  remember,  that  by  our  agree- 
ment you  were  to  deliver  possession  of  the  plantations,  Mills, 
and  every  thing  thereunto  belonging,  immediately  after  the 
25th  of  Decemr. ;  and  that  you  are  bound  to  do  this  in  a  Bond  of 
£  1 1,000 —  ?  But  this  bond  you  tell  me  must  be  given  up  to  you, 
before  you  can  surrender  possession  of  the  premises,  when  one 
of  the  express  conditions  of  it,  is  to  enforce  a  compliance:  Is  not 
your  request,  therefore,  a  very  [unreasonable  and  [im] proper 
one  ?  To  convince  you  that  it  is  so,  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the 
Bond  (as  you  certainly  have  forgot  it)  accompanied  with  this 
assurance,  that  I  shall  hold  fast  the  Original,  till  you  have  com- 
plyed  with  the  conditions  of  it;  after  which,  as  it  is  not  in- 
tended, nor  can  have  any  further  operation,  it  is  a  matter  of 
moonshine  in  whose  hands  it  is  lodged,  or  what  becomes  of  it. 
Thus  much  respecting  the  Dower  8s  Detainer  in  general,  I 
shall  observe  further  to  you,  that  though  it  never  was  my  inten- 
tion or  desire,  to  hasten  Mrs.  Black  out  of  the  House,  whilst  the 
weather  continued  unfavourable,  yet,  when  you  applyed  for 
this  and  some  other  indulgences,  did  I  not  always  tell  you,  that 
I  thought  myself  under  no  obligation  to  enter  into  a  second 
contract  on  this  head  ?  And  did  I  not  moreover  refuse  to  sign 
an  instrument  of  writing  which  you  had  drawn,  declaratory 
of  your  wants  because  I  chose  to  be  govern'd  by  circumstances, 
and  the  future  conduct  of  your  people;  not  that  I  had  any 
objection,  (as  I  dare  say  I  might  tell  you)  to  your  Negroes 
staying  on  the  plantations  to  finish  your  crops,  and  take  care  of 
your  stock,  provided  there  was  room  for  my  people,  and  yours 
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behaved  themselves  well,  neither  disturbing  of  us  in  our  opera- 
tions, nor  committing  of  waste;  so  in  like  manner  respecting 
the  vessell,but  these  being  apply'd  for  as  matters  of  indulgence, 
after  you  had  enter'd  into  a  Solemn  contract  to  deliver  up  the 
whole,  on  or  before  the  25th.  of  December,  whence  comes  it, 
that,  after  having  fulfilled  every  tittle  of  the  contract  on  my 
part,  you  should  conceive  yourself  at  liberty  to  withhold  the 
Mills,  and  talk  of  not  delivering  up  possession,  'till  I  should 
first  surrender  a  Bond,  wh'ch  is  the  only  security  I  have  for 
your  doing  of  it,  and  for  indemnifying  me  against  Mrs.  Black's 
claim;  after  I  have  paid  every  farthing  of  the  purchase  money. 
Is  there  honour,  justice  or  equity  in  such  kind  of  proceed- 
ings ?  No,  Sir,  there  it  not,  and  to  cut  the  matter  short,  I  have 
directed  Mr.  Hill  to  wait  upon  you,  and  before  evidences  to  de- 
mand immediate  possession  of  the  two  Mills,  to  view  and  note 
down,  before  the  same  evidences,  the  order  and  condition  of 
the  houses,  &c,  occupied  by  you  and  your  people,  to  require 
you  to  hasten  the  finishing  of  your  crops,  that  all  your  people, 
except  such  as  are  necessary  for  the  care  of  your  stock  may  be 
transported  and  lastly,  that  you  may  remove  yourself  and 
Family,  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit  Mrs.  Black  to  go 
with  convenience,  that  my  people  may  have  the  free  and  unin- 
terrupted management  of  the  whole  purchased  premises.  And 
to  this,  I  have  to  add  by  way  of  hint  to  you,  that,  whatever  acci- 
dent or  damage  comes  to  the  Mills,  Mill-Dams,  or  any  house, 
houses,  or  other  things  in  your  occupation;  I  shall  look  to  you 
for  full  and  ample  reparation  for  the  same;  as  I  also  do,  for  the 
profits  of  the  Mill,  till  surrender'd,  which  can  easily  be  ascer- 
tained by  your  own  advertisements. — It  was  far  from  my 
expectation,  and  much  further  from  my  desire,  to  enter  into 
a  litigation  of  those  points,  but  I  shall  conceive  it  a  duty 
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incumbent  on  me  to  assert  a  just  right;  and  to  see  that  the 
bargain  which  we  have  made,  is  reciprocally  complied  with. 

I  do  not  incline  to  take  any  part  of  your  household  furniture; 
the  fixtures  appurtaining  to  the  houses,  I  expect  will  remain 
entire,  but  if  Mr.  Hill  should  choose  (I  do  not  know  that  he 
does)  to  take  any  part,  or  all  of  your  Stocks,  and  you  and  he  can 
agree  upon  the  terms,  he  has  my  consent:  but  as  to  the  negro 
Miller  and  wife,  I  shall  not  interfere  in  the  purchase  of  them, 
for  if  Mr.  Hill  should  like  the  Negroes  and  price,  I  suppose  he 
will  buy  them;  if  he  does  not,  he  would  be  to  blame  to  do  it. 

P.  S.  The  Bond  from  Col:  Byrd's42  Trustees  to  me,  I  have 
by  this  opportunity  sent  to  Mr.  Wythe,  from  whom  you  can 
get  it,  so  soon  as  he  thinks  it  ought  to  be  given  up :  the  other 
may  also  be  surrender'd,  so  soon  as  you  have  comply 'd  with  the 
conditions  of  it. 

To  GEORGE  MUSE 

Mount  Vernon,  January  29, 1774. 
Sir:  Your  impertinent  Letter  of  the  24th.  ulto.,  was  delivered 
to  me  yesterday  by  Mr.  Smith.  As  I  am  not  accustomed  to 
receive  such  from  any  Man,  nor  would  have  taken  the  same 
language  from  you  personally,  without  letting  you  feel  some 
marks  of  my  resentiment;  I  would  advise  you  to  be  cautious  in 
writing  me  a  second  of  the  same  tenour;  for  though  I  under- 
stand you  were  drunk  when  you  did  it,  yet  give  me  leave  to  tell 
you,  that  drunkness  is  no  excuse  for  rudeness;  and  that,  but  for 
your  stupidity  and  sottishness  you  might  have  known,  by  at- 
tending to  the  public  Gazettes,  (particularly  Rinds  of  the  14th. 
of  January  last)  that  you  had  your  full  quantity  of  ten  thousand 
acres  of  Land  allowed  you ;  that  is,  9073  acres  in  the  great  Tract 

"Col.  William  Byrd. 
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of  51,302  acres,  and  the  remainder  in  the  small  tract  of  927 
acres;  whilst  I  wanted  near  500  acres  of  my  quantity,  Doctr. 
Craik  of  his,  and  almost  every  other  claimant  little  or  much  of 
theirs.  But  suppose  you  had  really  fallen  short  73  acres  of  your 
10,000,  do  you  think  your  superlative  merit  entitles  you  to 
greater  indulgences  than  others  ?  or  that  I  was  to  make  it  good 
to  you,  if  it  did  ?  when  it  was  at  the  option  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  to  have  allowed  you  but  500  acres  in  the  whole,  if  they 
had  been  inclin'd  so  to  do.  If  either  of  these  should  happen  to 
be  your  opinion,  I  am  very  well  convinced  you  will  stand  sin- 
gular in  it;  and  all  my  concern  is,  that  I  ever  engag'd  in  behalf 
of  so  ungrateful  and  dirty  a  fellow  as  you  are.  But  you  may  still 
stand  in  need  of  my  assistance,  as  I  can  inform  you  that  your 
affairs,  in  respect  to  these  Lands,  do  not  stand  upon  so  solid  a 
basis  as  you  may  imagine,  and  this  you  may  take  by  way  of  hint; 
as  your  coming  in  for  any,  much  less  a  full  share  may  still  be  a 
disputed  point,  by  a  Gentleman  who  is  not  in  this  Country 
at  this  time,  and  who  is  exceedingly  dissatisfied  therewith.  I 
wrote  to  you  [him?]  a  few  days  ago  concerning  the  other  dis- 
tribution, proposing  an  easy  method  of  dividing  our  Lands; 
but  since  I  find  in  what  temper  you  are,  I  am  sorry  I  took  the 
trouble  of  mentioning  the  Land,  or  your  name  in  a  Letter,  as  I  do 
not  think  you  merit  the  least  assistance  from  G:  Washington. 

To  BURWELL  BASSETT 

Mount  Vernon,  February  12, 1774. 
Dear  Sir:  I  find  there  will  go  some  matters  from  this  coun- 
try, which  will  make  my  attendance  at  the  Assembly  necessary; 
this  I  cannot  possibly  do  and  go  over  the  Mountains  this  Spring. 
I  have  therefore  determined,  much  against  my  Inclination 
&  Interest,  to  postpone  my  Trip  to  the  Ohio  till  after  Har- 
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vest  (as  I  cannot  well  be  absent  from  home  at  that  Season.)  As 
March  therefore  (at  least  the  first  of  it)  is  a  disagreeable  Sea- 
son to  travel  our  Roads  In,  and  as  I  am  obliged  [illegible]  to 
run  land  about  the  20th  of  the  month  of  March,  and  from 
thence  proceed  into  Frederick  and  Berkeley  I  hope  it  will  be 
agreeable  and  convenient  to  Mrs.  Bassett  and  you  give  us  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  here  after  that  time;  the  Roads  and 
Weather  will  be  then  good:  our  Fisheries  will  be  then  come 
on,  and  I  think  you  will  have  more  satisfaction  than  in  an 
earlier  visit. 

The  Letter  herewith  Inclosed  for  Mr.  Dandridge43  contains 
Black's  Bond  which  Mr.  Wythe  has  advised  me  to  lodge  in 
some  safe  hands  to  be  tendered  to  that  pritty  Gentleman  upon 
his  complying  with  the  Conditions  of  it.  As  the  care  of  it  is  a 
thing  of  the  utmost  Importance,  I  should  be  obliged  to  you  (if 
Captn.  Crawford  should  not  go  to  Mr.  Dandridge's  himself) 
to  send  the  letter  by  Abram,  or  some  careful  Person,  least  the 
Bond  should  get  lost. 

As  I  am  very  much  hurried  just  now,  by  business  of  different 
kinds,  and  as  I  presume  my  Wife  has  informed  Mrs.  Bassett  of 
Jack's  Marriage,  and  all  the  other  little  occurrences  she  can 
think  of,  I  shall  only  request  you  to  make  my  eff ecte.  Comple- 
ments to  her,  and  the  rest  of  the  Family,  and  believe  me  to  be 
with  great  truth.44 

To  REVEREND  JONATHAN  BOUCHER 

Mount  Vernon,  February  15, 1774. 
Dear  Sir :  Before  Mr.  Beall  delivered  me  your  letter  of  the  10th 
which  came  to  hand  later  than  I  expected  (under  a  supposition 


43  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  brother  of  Martha  Washington. 

44  The  text  is  from  Ford. 
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of  his  willingness  to  undertake  my  business  on  the  Ohio)  I  had 
conditionally  agreed  with  Mr.  Val  Crawford  for  this  purpose; 
who  you  must  know  had  embarked  in  a  courting  scheme 
in  this  neighbourhood.  As  I  conceived  the  task  of  pleasing 
a  Master  and  Mistress'  equal  to  that  of  two  masters,  I  made  a 
point  of  his  settling  this  business  somehow  or  other  with  the 
Lady  before  he  undertook  mine;  and  this  he  did  unfavourably 
to  his  wishes,  the  very  day  Mr.  Beall45  came  here,  and  was  at 
liberty  for  me. 

I  should  have  mentioned  this  to  you  by  Mr.  Beall,  but  was  a 
good  deal  hurried  just  at  that  time  by  several  persons  on  busi- 
ness who  chanc'd  to  fall  in  here  just  as  he  did.  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton desires  me  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  congratulations  on 
her  son's  marriage;46  and  with  compliments  to  Mrs.,  Miss 
Boucher  and  yourself  in  which  we  both  join,  I  remn.  Dr.  Sir. 
Yr.  Most  Obt.4T 

To  THOMAS  LEWIS 

Mount  Vernon,  February  17, 1774. 
Sir:  Whilst  I  was  in  Williamsburg,  which  place  I  left  a  few 
days  before  the  sitting  of  the  Oyer  Court  in  Decem'r  last;  I 
heard  that  you,  your  brother  and  Colo.  Preston,  were  expected 
in  Town  about  that  time :  I  took  the  liberty  therefore  to  address 
a  pretty  long  Letter  to  my  old  friend  and  acquaintance  Colo. 
Andw.  Lewis  respecting  some  landed  matters  of  my  own,  and 
to  request  him  (as  it  seemed  to  be  the  determination  of  the 
Govr.  and  Council,  that  the  Officers  warrants  should  be  exe- 
cuted by  the  County  Surveyor)  to  use  his  interest  with  you,  to 
obtain  a  deputation  for  Capt:  Wm.  Crawford  to  survey  in  the 

45 Beall  (copied  Beah)  was  Rezin  Beall,  later  a  brigadier  general  of  the  Maryland 
troops  in  the  Flying  Camp  of  the  Continental  Army. 

"John  Parke  Custis  married  Eleanor  Calvert  on  February  3. 

"This  text  is  from  a  typewritten  copy  of  the  original  in  private  hands  in  Lima, Peru. 
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District  between  the  Monongahela  and  Ohio,  from  Fort  Pitt 
downwards,  as  far  as  you  might  choose  to  extend  it.  By  an 
unlucky  mistake,  and  in  a  hurry,  the  letter  which  the  Colo,  in- 
tended for  you,  he  put  under  cover  to  me,  which  I  shall  be  the 
more  concernd  at,  if  when  he  made  the  discovery,  he  did  not 
address  you  a  second  Letter,  by  the  conveyance  he  intended 
the  first,  tho  the  same  purport.  I  now  send  his  letter  by  ex- 
press, having  had  no  opportunity  which  I  chose  to  embrace  of 
doing  it.  It  would  not  have  been  delayed  so  long,  but  for  my 
waiting  the  coming  in  of  Capt:  Crawford,  who  never  arrived 
here  'till  yesterday;  and  who  now  earnestly  joins  your  Brother 
and  me,  in  solliciting  the  above  favor;  which,  be  assured  Sir, 
I  shou'd  not  interest  myself  in,  if  I  did  not  view  him  in  the  light 
of  a  very  deserving  man,  strugling  in  that  western  Territory 
for  a  livlihood,  after  rendering  his  Country  the  best  Services 
he  was  capable  of,  during  the  War. 

Your  Brothers  letter  to  you,  and  to  myself  (both  enclos'd) 
will  inform  you  of  his  reasons  for  returning  my  warrants.  I  am 
satisfied  with  the  propriety  of  his  conduct  therein.  Tho'  I 
am  concer'd  at  the  delay ;  because  I  propose  presently  to  inform 
you  of  the  motive  which  induced  me  to  wish  for  my  Certifi- 
cates with  as  much  expedition  as  possible:  for  this  purpose 
I  now  enclose  you  a  warrant  for  50,000  acres  of  Land,  as  also  the 
surveys  which  Capt.  Crawford  has  made  for  me  in  that  Coun- 
try:  these  I  intended,  if  the  new  Colony  had  taken  place  on  the 
Ohio,  to  have  patented  in  that  Governm't,  if  I  could  not  obtain 
them  under  the  Proclamation  of  1763;  for  this  reason  it  was, 
I  had  them  survey 'd.  If  therefore  Sir,  you  will  do  me  the  favour 
to  Grant  a  certificate  (by  which  I  can  apply  for  and  obtain  a 
Patent  for  the  Tract  of  2913  acres,  which  may,  as  I  am  content, 
be  call'd  3,000)  I  shall  acknowledge  myself  exceedingly  obliged 
to  you,  and  you  may  rest  assured,  I  would  not  ask  you  to  do 
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this,  if  I  thought  there  was  any  impropriety,  or  that  there  could 
be  any  imposition  in  the  matter.  The  other  survey  of  515  acres, 
I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  do  about  it;  the  quantity  is  too  small  to 
locate  a  1000  acres  upon,  and  yet,  rather  than  lose  it,  I  must  do 
so:  permit  me  to  ask  then,  if  the  matter  can  be  so  managed 
upon  your  Entry  book,  as  to  secure  this  tract  against  the  at- 
tempts of  any  other,  upon  condition  of  my  surrendering  one 
thousand  acres  of  my  claim  for  it,  in  case  of  any  other  applica- 
tion, but  yet  for  me  to  have  the  privilege,  of  redeeming  it  as  it 
were,  by  purchasing  up  sundry  small  claims  to  the  amount 
of  the  Tract,  and  locating  of  them  upon  that  spot.  If  this  can  be 
done,  I  should  much  prefer  it,  as  I  must  otherwise  lose  near 
500  acres  of  Land,  or  obtain  it  of  mountain :  but  as  I  said  before, 
rather  than  not  secure  this  tract  of  515  acres,  I  wish  to  do  it  at 
the  expence  of  1000  acres  of  my  claim,  as  there  has  been  an 
unjustifiable  attempt  made  to  take  it  from  me. 

I  shall  upon  getting  Patents  for  these  Lands  (on  your  Cer- 
tificates) pay  you  the  same  Fees,  as  if  actually  surveyed  by  your- 
self, or  Deputy;  and  the  reason  which  makes  me  so  anxious  to 
have  them  returned  into  the  office  (as  hinted  before)  is  hon- 
estly this.  Mr.  Wood  who  went  into  the  Government  of  West 
Florida  last  summer,  was  commanded  by  me  among  others  (as 
I  saw  little  prospect  at  that  time  of  obtaining  a  Grant  for  Lands 
under  the  royal  Proclamation)  to  locate  my  quantity  there;  but 
he  was  inform'd  by  Govr. Chester48  (who  had  left  England  not 
long  before)  it  was  Lord  Hilsborough's  opinion,  that  Provin- 
cial officers  were  not  comprehended  in  that  Proclamation: 
This,  altho'  it  is  not  the  only  proof  of  his  Lordships'  malignant 
disposition  towards  Americans,  may  yet,  if  known  to  one  Gov- 
ernor; though  it  ought  not  to  be  any  rule  for  his  conduct,  as  he 
has  never  been  so  instructed,  set  on  foot  an  enquiry  by  which 

<8Gov.  Peter  Chester,  of  West  Florida. 
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the  proceedings  here  may  be  suspended.  This,  believe  me  Sir,  as 
I  conceive  the  services  of  a  Provincial  Officer  as  worthy  of  re- 
ward as  those  of  a  regular  one,  and  can  only  be  withheld  from 
him  with  injustice,  is  the  only  reason  of  my  wishing  to  hasten 
my  certificates  into  the  office,  for  otherwise  the  disadvantage  of 
doing  it,  is  apparent,  on  account  of  the  short  time  allow'd  for 
cultivation  and  improvement.  I  am,  Sir,  etc. 

*To  JAMES  TILGHMAN,  JUNIOR 

Mount  Vernon,  February  17, 1774. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  going  to  give  you  a  little  trouble  because  I  am 
persuaded  you  will  excuse  it.  no  good  reason  you'll  say,  but  it  is 
the  best  I  have  to  offer,  Interested,  as  well  as  Political  motives, 
render  it  necessary  for  me  to  Seat  the  Lands  which  I  have 
Patented  on  the  Ohio  in  the  cheapest,  most  expeditious,  and 
effectual  manner.  Many  expedients  have  been  proposed  to 
accomplish  this,  and  none  in  my  judgment,  so  likely  to  succeed 
as  by  the  Importation  of  Palatines  but  how  to  do  this  upon  the 
best  terms,  is  the  question;  Few  of  these  kind  of  People  ever 
come  to  Virginia,  whether  because  it  is  out  of  the  common 
course  of  its  Trade,  or  because  they,  themselves,  object  to  it,  I 
am  unable  to  determine;  and  shall  therefore  take  it  very  kind 
of  you  to  resolve  me  the  following  questions  which  I  am  per- 
suaded you  can  do  with  precission,  by  enquiring  of  such 
Gentlemen  as  have  been  engaged  in  this  business. 

1st.  Whether  there  is  any  difficulty  in  getting  them  in  Hol- 
land and  from  whence  does  it  proceed  ? 
2nd, Whether  they  are  to  be  had  at  all  times;  particular  times 

only;  and  the  Season? 
3rd.  In  what  manner  are  they  procured  in  Holland  ?  are  they 
engaged  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Ships  there;  or  do 
Vessels  go  there  upon  uncertainty? 
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4th.  Upon  what  terms  are  they  generally  engaged  and  how 
much  pr  Poll  do  they  commonly  stand  the  Importer  de- 
livered at  Philadelphia  every  charge  Included  ? 
5th.  Is  it  customary  to  send  an  honest  and  Intelligent  Ger- 
man in  the  Ship  which  is  designed  to  bring  them  ? 
6th.  Can  Vessels  go  immediately  to  Holland  for  them,  from 
hence  ?  and  if  they  can,  what  articles  suit  that  market 
best? 
7th.  If  they  cannot,  what  round  is  best  ?  and  Cargo  most  likely 
to  succeed  ?  In  short  what  Plan  would  the  knowing  ones 
recommend  to  me  as  the  best  to  Import  a  full  freight  of 
these  Germans  ?  say  from  one  to  three  hundred  Families 
8th.  And  in  case  of  a  full  freight  of  them,  how  are  their  num- 
bers generally  proportioned  to  the  Tonnage  of  a  Vessel  ? 
Your  favour  in  getting  these  several  queries  answered,  with 
any  other  Information  which  you  may  think  necessary  to  give, 
I  shall  gratefully  receive,  as  I  am  totally  unacquainted  with 
everything  of  the  kind. 

The  hard  and  continued  Frost  since  the  middle  of  December 
has  confined  everybody  to  their  own  homes,  so  that  I  have  noth- 
ing new  to  entertain  you  with,  Wheat  in  Alexandria  has  been  in 
brisk  demand  all  the  year,  and  kept  almost  invariably  at  5/  pr 
Bushel;  Flour  has  also  met  with  a  pretty  ready  sale  at  12/,  Jack 
Custis  could  not  be  content  till  he  had  got  a  yoke  fellow  in 
Nelly  Calvert,  to  whom  he  was  Married  the  3rd  Inst,  I  hope 
altho'  you  have  remov'd  from  this  part  of  the  world,  you  do  not 
mean  to  forsake  us  altogether,  and  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  add, 
that,  I  shall  at  all  times  be  happy  on  seeing  you  and  yours  at  this 
place,  My  best  respects  attend  your  good  Father,  Sisters  and 
Brothers  and  with  very  sincere  regard  I  remain 

P.  S.  After  making  the  above  enquiries,  be  so  good  as  to  ask 
some  of  the  Palatine  Importers,  what  they  would  deliver  two 
hundred  Families  (not  much  incumbered  with  children)  at 
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Alexandria  for,  or  even  at  Philadelphia,  also  enquire,  whether 
a  request  of  mine,  to  my  Correspondent  in  London  to  send  me  a 
parcel  of  these  people,  would  be  a  ready  method  of  getting 
them,  You  may  perceive  I  am  for  trying  all  things.49 

To  HENRY  RIDDELL50 

Mount  Vernon,  February  22, 1774. 

Sir:  Mr.  Young,  hearing  me  express  a  desire  of  importing 
Palatines  to  settle  on  my  lands  on  the  Ohio,  tells  me,  that,  in  dis- 
coursing of  this  matter  in  your  company,  you  suggested  an 
expedient,  which  might  probably  be  attended  with  success; 
and  that  if  I  inclined  to  adopt  it,  you  wished  to  be  informed 
before  the  sailing  of  your  ship. 

The  desire  of  seating  and  improving  my  lands  on  the  Ohio, 
is  founded  on  interested  as  well  as  political  views.  But  the 
intention  of  importing  Palatines  for  the  purpose  was  more  the 
effect  of  sudden  and  undigested  thought,  than  mature  consid- 
eration, because  I  am  totally  unacquainted  with  the  manner,  as 
well  as  the  expence  of  doing  it;  and  I  was  led  into  the  notion 
principally  from  a  report  of  either  this  or  some  other  ship  of 
yours  being  blamed,  for  not  taking  an  offered  freight  of  these 
Germans  at  forty  shillings  sterling.  This  induced  me  to  think  if 
this  charge  was  not  much  accumulated  by  other  expences,  that 
I  could  fall  upon  no  better  expedient  to  settle  my  lands  with 
industrious  people,  than  by  such  an  importation. 

The  terms  upon  which  I  have  thought  of  importing  Pala- 
tines, or  people  from  Ireland,  or  Scotland,  (both  of  which  have 
been  recommended  to  me)  are  these.  To  import  them  at  my 

"The  editor  is  indebted  to  the  kindness  o£  Judge  E.  A.  Armstrong,  of  Princeton, 
N.  J.,  for  the  text  of  this  letter. 

60A  merchant  of  Piscataway,  Md.  He  offered  to  forward  Washington's  plan  of  im- 
porting Palatinates  on  certain  terms,  which  he  notes  in  a  letter  to  Washington  dated 
Feb.  24, 1774. 
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expence,  where  they  are  unable  to  transport  themselves  at  their 
own  into  this  River,  and  from  hence  to  the  Ohio.  To  have 
them,  in  the  first  case,  engaged  to  me  under  indenture;  in  the 
second,  by  some  other  contract  equally  valid,  to  become  tenants 
upon  the  terms  hereafter  mentioned;  as  without  these  securi- 
ties, I  would  not  encounter  the  expence,  trouble,  and  hazard 
of  such  an  importation. 

But  to  make  matters  as  easy  and  as  agreeable  as  possible  to 
these  emigrants,  I  will  engage,  on  my  part,  that  these  inden- 
tures shall  be  considered  in  no  other  light,  than  as  a  security  for 
reimbursing  me  every  expence  I  am  under,  with  interest,  in 
importing  them,  removing  them  to  the  land,  and  supporting 
them  there,  till  they  can  raise  a  crop  for  their  own  subsistence; 
giving  up  the  said  indentures,  and  considering  them  altogether 
as  freemen  and  tenants,  so  soon  as  this  shall  happen;  not  to 
each  person  or  family  respectively,  but  when  the  whole  accu- 
mulated expence  shall  be  discharged;  as  I  must,  for  my  own 
safety,  consider  them  as  jointly  bound  to  this  payment,  till  the 
expiration  of  the  indented  terms,  otherwise  I  must  be  an  inevi- 
table loser  by  every  death  and  other  accident;  whilst  they  can- 
not, in  the  worst  light,  be  considered  as  more  than  servants  at 
large  during  the  indented  term.  I  can  also  engage  to  set  them 
down  upon  as  good  land  as  any  in  that  country;  and,  where 
there  is  neither  house  built,  nor  land  cleared,  I  allow  them  an 
exemption  of  rent  four  years;  and,  where  there  is  a  house 
erected,  and  five  acres  of  land  cleared  and  fit  for  cultivation, 
two  years. 

I  will  also  engage  the  land  to  them  upon  lease  for  twenty-one 
years,  under  the  usual  covenants;  and  also  at  an  annual  rent, 
after  the  first  becomes  due,  of  four  pounds  sterling  for  each 
hundred  acres,  allowing  each  family  to  take  more  or  less,  as 
inclination  and  convenience  may  prompt  them.  And  I  will, 
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moreover,  engage  to  renew  the  leases  at  the  expiration  of  the 
above  twenty-one  years;  and,  in  like  manner,  at  the  end  of 
every  seven  afterwards,  upon  an  increased  rent,  to  be  agreed 
on  between  the  landlord  and  tenant;  or,  in  order  to  fix  the 
matter  absolutely,  if  this  shall  be  more  agreeable,  the  rent  may 
be  increased  at  these  periods  in  proportion  to  the  increased 
value  of  that,  or  the  adjoining  lands  possessed  of  equal  advan- 
tages of  soil  and  situation. 

These  are  the  terms  on  which  I  thought  to  import  and  plant 
people  on  my  Ohio  lands,  which  are,  for  the  quantity,  equal  if 
not  superior  to  any  in  that  country;  laying  altogether  upon  the 
Ohio,  or  Great  Kanhawa,  two  fine  inland  navigable  rivers, 
resembling  the  Rhine  in  Germany  abounding  in  fish  and  wild 
fowl  of  all  sorts,  as  the  lands  do  in  wild  meats  of  the  best  kind. 

From  Alexandria  to  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Ohio,  along 
a  much  frequented  road  used  by  wagons,  is,  according  to  the 
computed  distance,  two  hundred  miles.  This  land-carriage, 
if  the  inland  navigation  of  the  Potomac  should  be  effected, 
than  which  I  think  nothing  easier,  will  be  reduced  to  sixty 
miles  as  matters  now  stand;  some  say  forty,  and  others  are  of 
opinion  to  twenty  miles.  But  call  it  the  greatest  distance,  any 
commodity  made  upon  any  part  of  these  lands  of  mine  may  be 
transported  along  a  very  easy  water-communication  to  the  set- 
tlement of  Red-stone,  where  the  land-carriage  at  this  time 
begins.  To  say  nothing,  therefore,  of  the  advantages  of  raising 
stock  of  all  kinds,  and  horses,  which  will  carry  themselves  to 
market,  and  are  now  and  will,  from  the  nature  of  things,  con- 
tinue to  be  in  great  demand  in  the  interior  parts  of  this  great 
continent,  hemp,  flax,  pot-ash,  indigo,  etc.  will  well  afford  the 
expence  of  this  land-carriage,  admitting  it  never  is  reduced,  and 
can  be  cultivated  to  great  advantage  on  the  river  bottoms  in 
that  country,  as  most  indeed  all  of  these  lands  of  mine  consist 
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Having  thus  exhibited  a  general  view  of  my  design,  I  shall 
now  be  obliged  to  you,  Sir,  to  inform  me  with  as  much  pre- 
cision as  you  can,  what  certainty  there  is  of  your  ships  going  to 
Holland  ?  what  probable  certainty  of  its  getting  Palatines,  if  it 
does  go  there  ?  when  they  may  be  expected  in  this  country  ? 
what  would  be  the  freight;  and,  as  near  as  you  can  judge,  the 
whole  incident  expence  attending  each  person  delivered  at 
Alexandria?  and,  moreover,  whether  it  would  be  expected, 
that  the  whole  of  these  charges,  including  freight,  should  be 
paid  down  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  ship  here,  as  it 
must  appear  rather  hard  to  make  a  certain  provision  for  an 
uncertain  event. 

I  was  near  forgetting  to  observe,  that  I  should  not  chose  to  be 
incumbered  with  a  great  number  of  small  people  (children) 
because  they  will  add  greatly  to  my  trouble  and  expence  and  at 
the  same  time  they  contribute  nothing  to  my  design.  I  do  not 
however  by  this  mean  to  be  totally  exempt  from  them;  but  in 
case  of  choice,  to  avoid  those  families  which  have  too  many  of 
the  small  fry  in  them.  It  may  not  be  amiss  further  to  observe 
that  I  see  no  prospect  of  these  people  being  restrained  in  the 
smallest  degree,  either  in  their  civil  or  religious  principles; 
which  I  take  notice  of,  because  these  are  privileges,  which 
mankind  are  solicitous  to  enjoy,  and  emigrants  must  be  anxious 
to  know. 

I  had  wrote  to  Philadelphia  by  the  last  post  (previous  to  the 
receipt  of  your  message)  for  full  information  of  the  manner 
and  charge  of  importing  these  people  from  Holland;  and,  if 
your  account  in  answer  to  this  letter  should  prove  agreeable  to 
my  wishes,  I  could  send  a  more  descriptive  account  of  the  lands, 
I  want  to  settle,  as  well  as  copies  of  the  plots,  and  do  any  other 
matter  or  thing  which  might  be  judged  necessary  to  further 
the  design.  I  am,  &c.cl 

"This  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  Hamilton  prints  it  in  his  Letters  to 
Washington,  vol.  4,  p.  337. 
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*To  WILLIAM  PRESTON 

Mount  Vernon,  February  28, 1774. 

Sir:  I  took  the  liberty  before  I  left  Williamsburg  (at  least  the 
neighbourhood  of  it,  about  the  1st.  of  December  last)  to  ad- 
dress a  pretty  long  Letter  to  Colo.  Andw.  Lewis  respecting  my 
Claims  under  the  Proclamation  of  1763.  I  also  Inclos'd  him  a 
Survey  made  by  Captn.  Crawford  upon  the  Great  Kanhawa 
at  the  Mouth  of  Cole  River,  as  a  Location  for  the  [  52  ]  returnd 
the  Warrant  and  Survey  (Inclosed)  [  ]  me ;  which  for  want 
of  oppy.,  I  have  never  [  ]  in  my  power  of  sending  till  now, 
that  it  goes  by  Express  in  hopes  of  obtaining  such  a  Certificate 
for  the  Secretarys  Office,  as  will  enable  me  to  procure  my  Patent 
from  thence  immediately. 

The  Reason's  for  my  Inclining  to  take  this  Land  (which  I  am 
told  is  far  from  being  of  the  first  quality)  are  candidly  these. 
It  lyes  in  the  [  ]  (that  is  Colo.  Lewis)  as  I  had  only  heard, 
but  was  upon  no  certainty  of  your  being  at  the  Oyer  Court,  (if 
he  thought  there  was  no  impropriety  in  it,  and  I  saw  none)  to 
get  the  favour  of  you  to  give  me  a  Certificate  of  this  Survey, 
that  I  might,  for  the  Reasons  I  then  gave  him,  and  shall  men- 
tion to  you,  obtain  a  Patent  for  it  immediately;  The  Colo,  wrote 
me  that  you  were  obliging  enough  to  promise  that  but,  as  the 
Council  came  to  a  Resolution  to  permit  the  Officers  to  Survey 
their  Lands  in  thousand  Acre  [  ]  might  alter  my  Plan ;  and 
therefore  [  ]  in  the  desird  dispatch  [  ]  by  being  con- 
tiguously [?]undirected,  in  order  [  ]  latitude  this  [ 
comes  in  like  [  ]  to  you;  which  you  [will]  please  to  direct 
]  executed,  and  not  be  [  |  In  order  to  explain  the 
Reason  of  this  [  ]  (now  Inclos'd  to  you)  appearing  as 
]  200,000  Acres,  I  must  observe,  that  some  [part]  of  the 


62  Where  blanks  occur  between  brackets  manuscript  is  mutilated  and  indecipherable. 
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Work  being  done  by  Captn.  Crawford  [him]  self,  and  some  by 
his  Deputy,  they  did  not  [  ]  that  they  had,  between  them, 
over  run  their  quantity  till  after  this  Survey,  and  one  other  op- 
posite to  it,  on  the  Kanhawa  (which  I  am  now  applying  for  in 
Botetourt)  were  made.  In  short  the  mistake  would  not,  I  be- 
lieve, have  been  discover'd  at  all;  if  it  had  not  been  for  me, 
when  I  came  to  compare  the  different  Tracts,  in  order  to  the 
allotment  of  them,  this  other  Tract,  in  Botetourt,  contains  18 
Acres  less  than  3000 ;  and  it  is  very  unlucky  for  me  (as  I  obtain'd 
my  Warrants  before  the  Indulgence  of  Surveying  in  1000  Acre 
Lots)  that  I  am  obliged  to  send  my  own  Warrant  for  5000  to 
that  County,  in  order  to  secure  that  Tract,  as  I  do  not  know 
where  any  more  Land  in  that  district  is  to  be  had;  and  want  to 
shift  the  remaining  2000  into  Fincastle ;  which  I  must  yet  do,  as 
Captn.  Bullett  has  offer'd  me  a  Tract  Surveyed  by  him  about 
twenty  odd  Miles  from  the  Falls  of  Ohio,  and  of  [f]  from  it 
upon  Salt  River  Including  a  Salt  Pond,  this  Tract,  thus  Cir- 
cumstanced; I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  [enter]  in  my  name; 
as  I  will  contrive  to  have  [  ]  Warrant  for  Bot [etourt]  [ 
[Captn.]  Bullett  has  either  neglected  to  furnish  me  with  a 
minute  description  of  the  spot,  with  a  Plot  agreeable  to  his 
promise;  or,  his  Letter  has  [mis] carried;  as  he  agreed  before 
his  Brother  [to  let  me]  have  the  Land  upon  certain  conditions 
]  were  then  concluded  upon ;  to  the  best  [  ]  collection, 
the  above,  is  the  substance  of  [  ]  than  the  Falls,  as  well  as  [a] 
little  wide  of  it,  upon  the  River  above  mention'd.  I  shall  add 
no  more  than  my  hopes  of  having  my  business  done  agreeably 
to  the  requests  herein  contain'd,  and  to  wish  you  an  agreeable 
Season  for  the  accomplishment  of  your  business,  being  with 
very  great  esteem,  etc.53 


53 From  a  greatly  mutilated  original  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Nelly  Campbell 
Preston,  of  Seven  Mile  Ford,  Va.,  in  1930. 
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*To  HENRY  RIDDELL 

Mount  Vernon,  March  i,  1774. 
Sir:  On  Sunday  afternoon,  your  favour  of  the  24th.  Ulto. 
came  to  my  hands,  as  you  profess  to  know  but  little  of  the  ex- 
pence  attending  the  Importation  of  Palatines,  and  it  being  a 
business  I  am  totally  ignorant  of  myself,  I  am  aff raid  to  plunge 
into  it  without  further  consideration  and  advice  and  therefore, 
must  lay  aside  my  Scheme  either  altogether  or  in  part  for  the 
present;  But  as  I  have  already  given  you  a  general  view  of  my 
Plan  to  wch.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  I  would  first  ask  whether,  it  is 
of  Importance  enough  to  any  of  your  Ships  coming  from  Rot- 
terdam hence,  to  take  in  a  freight  of  about  80  or  an  hundred  of 
these  German's  provided  that  number  of  Men,  or  Men  and 
their  Wives  with  not  more  than  one  Child  to  a  Family,  could 
be  had  under  the  usual  Indenture?  If  this  could  be  done  I 
would,  at  all  events,  make  tryal  of  that  number  and  kind;  but 
do  not  incline  to  encounter  the  Inconvenience  and  expence  of 
Families  incumberd  with  many  Children  as  these  would  only 
add  to  my  expences  without  contributing  to  my  design.  I  will 
either  consider  these  People  as  my  property  during  the  Indented 
term,  affording  them  a  reasonable  and  necessary  support  and 
maintenance  and  receive  the  fruits  of  their  labour  during 
the  stipulated  Servitude  or,  if  they  will  be  jointly  bound  for 
each  other  and  let  their  Indentures  remain  as  security  (wch.  is 
all  the  security  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of)  that  all 
the  expence  I  am  put  to  Importing,  Planting,  and  supporting 
them  on  the  Land,  till  they  can  raise  a  Crop  for  themselves, 
shall  be  repaid  me  with  Interest,  they  may  be  considerd  as 
free  People,  and  appropriate  the  fruits  of  their  labour  (having 
regard  to  my  disbursements)  in  any  manner  they  please.  In  the 
latter  case,  they  must  be  considered  from  the  first,  as  Tenants, 
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upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  my  last.  In  the  first  case  they 
will  go  to  the  Land  under  the  favourable  Circumstances,  and 
assurance  of  becoming  Tenants  at  the  expiration  of  their  In- 
dented term,  upon  the  very  farms  they  have  been  making  so 
that  in  Fact,  they  ultimately  reap  the  benefit  of  their  own 
labour,  bestowed  at  my  expence  during  their  Servitude;  thus 
much  for  the  Indented  People,  as  to  those  who  are  able  and 
desirous  of  paying  the  expence  of  their  own  Passages,  I  can  be 
under  no  Ingagement  to  them  unless  it  be  a  reciprocal  one; 
that  is,  I  will  encounter  no  expence  or  engage  in  no  promise 
to  them  if  they  are  left  at  large  with  me;  although  I  could 
undertake  upon  their  engaging  so  to  become  Tenants  upon 
the  Terms  mention'd  in  my  last,  provide  them  in  good  Land 
in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  other's;  so  as  that  they  might 
form  an  entire  settlement  of  their  own,  there  being  Land 
enough  (belonging  to  me)  to  afford  comfortable  farms  for 
300  Families. 

If  you  think  you  can  supply  me  with  this  number  of  Pala- 
tines of  these  kinds,  and  upon  these  terms,  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  it  between  this  and  Saturday;  as  I  shall  then  undertake 
a  journey,  from  which  I  shall  not  be  returnd  till  the  20th  of 
March;  and  in  what  every  manner  you  think  a  more  formal 
proposition  or  declaration  of  my  Intention  (than  is  containd 
in  this,  and  my  former  Letter)  should  be  made  please  to  point 
out,  and  to  whom  it  is  to  be  addressd  and  I  will  endeavour 
to  do  it.  In  the  meanwhile,  I  have  to  thank  you  Sir  for  your 
obliging  offer's  to  serve  me  in  this  matter,  and  to  assure  you 
that  I  am,  etc.54 

MRiddell  replied  (March  18)  that  he  "will  think  no  further  of  importing  Germans, 
the  difficulty  attending  it  being  so  great."  The  expenses  in  obtaining  and  shipping  such 
people  appeared  to  have  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  men  heretofore  interested  in 
the  business  had  withdrawn  from  it. 
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To  HENRY  RIDDELL 

March  5, 1774. 
Sir:  The  Reasons  which  you  assign  for  not  undertaking  posi- 
tively to  furnish  me  with  the  number,  and  kind  of  Palatines 
mentioned  in  my  last  Letters,  I  must  Confess  are  cogent,  at 
the  sametime  it  obliges  me,  under  that  uncertainty,  to  lay  aside 
the  Scheme  till  I  can  be  advised  from  Phila.  (to  which  place  I 
had  written  for  Information  previous  to  your  first  conversation 
with  Mr.  Young)  of  the  expence  and  certainty  attending  a 
measure  of  this  kind :  for  the  disadvantage  on  my  side,  of  stand- 
ing bound  to  provide  for  these  people  if  they  do  come,  and 
having  no  certainty  of  receiving  them  is,  that  if  any  other 
Scheme  should  cast  up  in  the  mean  while,  I  dare  not  embrace  it, 
or  engage  Tenants  singly,  as  they  occasionally  may  offer;  as 
I  have  no  doubt  of  many  doing,  when  there  are  Houses  and 
fields  preposed  to  there  Lands;  otherwise  I  might  be  involv'd 
in  difficulties  from  which  I  could  not  easily  extricate  myself; 
but  if  it  is  necessary  to  you  to  know  (on  Acct.  of  giving  the 
earliest  Information  to  your  Corrispondant)  whether  these 
people  will  be  wanting,  or  not  before  I  can  return  from  Berke- 
ley, Frederick  &ca.  I  shall  have  no  objections  towards  Import- 
ing the  Numbers  and  kinds  mentioned  in  my  last,  provided, 
they  will  come  indented  to  me,  or  my  Assignes  in  the  Usual 
manner  for  four  years ;  and  be  sold,  if  I  find  it  my  Interest  to  do 
so  (as  they  are  in  Philadelphia)  as  common  Servants,  during 
that  term.  I  cannot  suffer  much  from  the  Uncertainty,  if  they 
are  to  be  had  upon  these  terms,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  they  may 
not  or  will  come  here  as  to  Phila.,  except  that  the  latter  is 
the  general  rendezvous  of  them:  It  may  therefore  rest  with 
you,  Sir,  to  write  immediately,  or  not,  for  Eighty  or  a  Hundred 
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of  such  kinds  as  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  as  you  shall  find  it 
your  Interest;  and  I  will  upon  their  arrival  at  Piscataway,  pay 
you  the  Freight  down;  as  also  the  contingent  charges  with  In- 
terest as  soon  after  as  I  possibly  can,  in  case  I  shoud  not  find  it 
convenient  to  desposit  whole  sum  at  once. 

If  you  should  not  think  this  project  of  consequence  enough 
to  the  Interest  of  your  Ship,  to  attempt  it,  I  must  decline  the 
importation  altogether,  for  the  present.  If  on  the  other  hand 
you  Incline  to  make  the  experiment,  I  shall  rely  on  your  friend- 
ship to  recommend  to  the  Captns.  or  persons  who  is  to  provide 
the  Stores,  to  lay  them  in  upon  the  best  terms,  and  be  governed 
by  the  customary  allowance;  both  in  respect  to  quantity  and 
quality,  taking  care  to  have  no  stint  of  the  first  as  the  surplusage 
can  be  accounted  for  upon  the  delivery  here,  I  shall  add  no 
more  at  present  than  that,  I  am  Sir,  etc.55 

*To  JAMES  MERCER 

Mount  Vernon,  March  28, 1774. 
Dear  Sir:  A  man  in  Trust  is  laid  under  greater  difficulties  than 
one  acting  on  his  own  Acct.;  In  the  latter  case  he  hath  nothing 
more  to  do  than  to  please  himself;  in  the  former,  he  may  please 
himself  and  displease  his  Constituents.  So  soon  therefore  as 
I  became  sure  (and  this  was  upon  running  the  last  course  down 
little  River)  that  Mr.  Powells  Mill56  would  be  Included  within 
your  Survey  I  felt  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness,  as  I  foresaw  sev- 
eral difficulties  that  would  necessarily  arise.  How  they  are  to 
be  settled  consistent  with  justice,  and  agreeably  to  the  Rights 
and  Inclinations  of  the  several  Parties,  is  now  the  question. 

65  This  letter  exists  in  contemporary  copy  form  in  the  Washington  Papers.  The  pen- 
man has  not  been  identified. 

58  William  ( ?)  Powell.  The  land  in  question  seems  to  have  been  a  part  of  Col.  John 
Mercer's  estate  in  Frederick  County,  Va. 


TN  PURSUANCE,  and  by  Virtue  cf  Ads  cf  Parliament  made 
and  provided  for  the  mere  fpetdy  2nd  effectual  Tranfportation  of  Felons 
and  convicted  Peifons  out  of  Great-Britain,  into  his  Majefty's  Plantations  in, 


4Lr&  ^^~3fcZ5*/*' 


America,     li*J?    do  hereby  ailign  unto  y^^ 

for  Value  received  en*SJK&K,  Servant  _  named 
4Vt4'fi^  c  ~  —  being  aJ?  Tranfport  and  within  the  fakt 
Statutes  for  the  Term  of  Seven  Years,  the  Time  to  commence  from  the  Ar- 
rival of  the  «•&£<£,    Jfcrtsfl-—    Captain   M^»r&£^rrraJu^    ^— 

in  the  Province  of  Maryland,  it  being  the  ^-w^^Tv^C^ke^C j>ay  0£ 

J>drt4*~f    1774  ■  As  witneft    trwv   Handtf     thifi    Jn**<Cffi£ 


Servant  Indenture, 1774 
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In  respect  to  myself,  as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  your 
Brother,  and  his  Mortgagees,  I  shall  be  willing,  as  I  have  signi- 
fied to  Mr.  Powell,  to  give  up  every  point  which  I  can  do  with 
safety  and  justice.  Two  motives  prompt  me,  in  the  strongest 
manner  to  do  this;  the  first  is,  I  think  you  have  no  equitable 
Right  to  the  expenditure  of  Mr.  Powell;  nay  more,  I  doubt  your 
equitable  pretentions  to  the  Land  on  that  side  little  River,  as 
(if  I  understood  you  right)  you  informd  me  that  little  River 
had  been  considered  as  a  boundary  of  your  Land  in  that  part 
for  Forty  years  last  past.  If  so  well  might  Mr.  Powell  fall  into 
the  mistake  of  Building  where  he  did ;  this  is  one  of  my  Rea- 
son's for  wishing  the  matter  could  be  accomodated  without 
delay;  the  other  is,  that  Colo.  Mercer,  of  all  things  (I  have  just 
receivd  a  Letter  from  him  to  this  purpose)  desires  a  speedy  Sale 
of  his  Land  &ca.  that  the  Mortgagees  may  be  satisfied,  let  his 
suffering,  under  it,  be  as  it  will,  expecting,  on  this  occasion,  to 
encounter  considerable  loss. 

If  this  point  then  is  to  be  litigated,  there  is  no  saying  when 
the  business  can  be  finished,  which  will  involve  your  Brother 
in  much  vexation,  and  the  Mortgagees  in  an  unexpected  (and 
perhaps  a  Suspicious)  disappointment:  I  am  clear  therefore  for 
fixing  the  matter  upon  such  a  footing,  as  not  to  impede  the  Sale 
in  the  Fall :  either  by  fixing  upon  little  River  as  the  Boundary 
(if  this  can  be  done  after  finding  that  the  Courses  of  your  Pat- 
ent differ  from  it) .  Compromizing  the  matter  with  Mr.  Powell 
for  a  stipulated  Sum,  to  be  paid  to  yourself  and  Brothers  in  pro- 
portion to  your  respective  Interests  therein,  in  case  three  Gen- 
tlemen eminent  in  the  Law  and  indifferently  chosen  shall,  after 
considering  a  state  of  the  case  to  be  drawn  up,  and  Signed  by 
Mr.  Powell  and  yourself,  be  of  opinion  that  the  Mill  is  lost  to 
him.  Or  lastly  by  Annexing  one  hundred,  or  50  Acres  of  Land 
contigious  to  the  Mill,  and  convenient  for  a  Tenement  and 
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setting  it  a  part  as  a  joint  Interest,  to  be  sold  hereafter  for  your 
mutual  advantage,  proceed  to  a  division  of  the  residue  conform- 
ably to  the  decree  of  the  Genl.  Court  in  order  to  a  Sale. 

These  Sir  are  my  Sentiments  in  general  of  the  matter;  agree- 
ably to  which  I  should  be  willing  to  Act,  but  you  will  please  to 
recollect  that  Colo. Taylor07  is  also  an  Attorney  and  ought  to  be 
consulted  on  this  occasion;  and  I  hope  you  will  do  it,  as  I  do 
not  choose  in  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  be  the  sole  actor.  Upon 
the  whole  it  now  rests  with  you,  as  far  as  my  consent  will  go,  to 
fix  with  Mr.  Powell  upon  either  three  methods  before  men- 
tioned, or  upon  [one?]  other,  which,  as  a  trustee  I  can  with 
Propriety  accede  to,  keeping  in  view  under  any  agreement  you 
may  make,  the  Sale  at  the  Fall;  at  least  of  the  Land,  leaving  the 
Mill,  if  it  is  [to  be]  the  Subject  of  future  dispute,  a  joint  concern 
that  no  interruption  may  be  given  on  this  Acct.  to  the  repeated 
wishes  of  your  Brother  and,  as  he  writes  me,  the  ardent  desires 
of  his  Mortgagees;  especially  Miss  Wroughton,  who  he  says, 
thought  herself  ruin'd  because  the  Interest  was  not  paid  to  the 
day  it  became  due.  I  shall  now  only  add  that,  I  am,  etc. 

To  HUGH  MERCER58 

Mount  Vernon,  March  28, 1774. 
Dear  Sir:  By  my  Deeds,  the  Tract  which  I  hold,  adjoining  a 
Mr.  Hunter  contains  600  acres;  whether  it  measures  more  or 
less,  I  really  know  not,  as  it  never  was  survey'd  to  my  knowl- 
edge. The  value  I  always  set  upon  the  Land,  on  acct.  of  its 
situation,  and  contiguity  to  Fredericksburg  was,  two  thousand 
pounds  Virga.  Currency;  but  having  an  eye  to  some  other 

67  Col.  John  Tayloe,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Gwynn)  Tayloe,  of  Mount  Airy,  Va. 
He  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  George  Plater,  a  governor  of  Maryland.  Tayloe  was 
at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Virginia  council. 

B8Dr.  Hugh  Mercer,  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  who,  later,  became  a  brigadier  general 
in  the  Continental  Army  and  died  (January  12)  from  wounds  received  at  Princeton, 
N.  J.,  Jan.  3,  1777- 
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Land,  more  convenient  to  me;  about  eighteen  months,  or  two 
years  ago,  I  desir'd  Colo.  Lewis  if  an  offer  shou'd  be  made,  to 
take  (under  a  persuasion,  that  old  tracts  generally  over  meas- 
ure) three  pounds  an  acre  for  it.  Since  then,  the  Land  I  had  in 
contemplation  hath  risen  a  good  deal  in  price;  with  which, 
in  point  of  policy,  I  ought  to  keep  pace;  but  if  you  incline  to 
take  the  Tract,  as  it  stands,  at  the  round  sum  of  two  Thousand 
pounds,  you  may  have  it,  and  pay  for  it  in  three,  four,  or  five 
equal  annual  payments,  as  shall  suit  you;  the  purchase  money 
to  carry  interest  from  the  day  of  Sale,  'till  discharged.  I  am 
Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

*To  VALENTINE  CRAWFORD59 

March  30, 1774. 

Sir:  You  are  to  proceed  without  loss  of  time  to  your  own  Set- 
tlement on  Youghiogany,  and  there  if  it  is  not  already  done 
provide  such,  and  so  much  Provision,  as  you  shall  think  neces- 
sary to  take  down  with  you  to  my  Lands  on  the  Ohio.  You  are 
also  to  provide  Canoes  for  transporting  of  these  Provisions. 
The  Tools,  and  the  Workmen. 

You  are  to  engage  Three  good  hands  as  labourers  to  be  em 
ployd  in  this  business;  you  are  to  get  them  upon  the  best  terms 
you  can;  and  have  them  bound  in  Articles  to  serve  till  the  first 
of  December,  duely  and  truely ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  term 
they  shall  receive  their  Wages,  Provisions  and  Tools  will  be 
found  them,  but  nothing  else. 

You  are  also  to  engage  a  good  Hunter  upon  the  best  terms 
you  can,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  you  with  provision's. 
Let  him  have  the  Skins,  as  I  suppose  he  will  engage  the  cheaper 
for  it.  Engage  him  either  altogether  for  Hunting,  or  to  hunt 
and  Work  as  occasion  requires,  that  there  may  be  no  dispute 

B!>  Brother  of  Col.  William  Crawford. 
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about  it  afterwards;  so  in  like  manner  let  every  Man  else  know 
what  it  is  he  has  to  trust  to  that  no  disputes  may  arise  there- 
after. And  the  best  way  to  prevent  this  is  to  let  all  your 
hirelings  know  that  they  are  not  to  consider  this,  or  that  thing 
as  their  particular  business;  but  to  turn  their  hands  to  every 
thing,  as  the  nature  of  the  business  shall  require. 

As  Much  depends  upon  your  getting  to  the  Land  early,  in 
order  that  as  much  ground  may  be  clear'd,  and  put  into  Corn 
as  possible  before  the  Season  is  too  far  advanced,  I  do  most 
earnestly  request  you  to  delay  no  time  in  prosecuting  your  Trip 
down.  And,  that  as  much  Ground  as  possible  may  be  got  in 
order  for  Corn,  and  planted  therewith,  I  would  have  you  delay 
building  and  Tenting  till  the  Season  is  too  late  for  Planting, 
and  employ  your  whole  force  in  clearing. 

Begin  this  operation  at,  and  on  the  upper  Tract  and  clear  five 
Acre  fields  in  handsome  squares  upon  every  other  Lott  along 
the  River  Bank  (leaving  the  Trees  next  the  River  standing,  as 
a  safe  guard  against  Freshes  and  Ice) ;  these  Fields  may  be  so 
near  together  as  to  answer  small  Tenements  of  about  ioo  acres 
in  a  Lott  in  case  you  cannot  get  them  surveyd;  in  short  allow 
each  Lott  a  breadth  of  about  One  hundred  Rod  upon  the  River, 
running  back  for  quantity  agreeably  to  the  Plots  given  you. 

The  same  sized  Lots,  that  is  Lots  of  the  same  breadth  upon 
the  River,  may  be  laid  off  upon  all  the  other  Tracts,  and  five 
Acre  fields  cleard  upon  every  other  one  as  above  but  after  the 
Season  has  got  too  late  for  Planting  Corn,  then,  at  each  of  these 
Fields,  Build  a  House  Sixteen  feet  by  18,  with  an  outside  Chim- 
ney, the  lower  part  to  be  of  Logs  (with  diamond  Corners)  and 
to  be  coverd  with  three  feet  Shingles;  Also  Inclose  and  fence 
your  Corn  at  this  time,  or  before,  if  necessary. 

You  may  then,  that  is,  after  building  Houses  to  the  Fields 
already  Cleared,  and  fencing  them  in,  carry  your  clearing. 
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building,  and  fencing,  regularly  on  together,  in  the  manner 
above  described. 

After  the  time  for  Planting  Corn  is  Over;  in  any  of  the  Bot- 
toms you  may  be  at  Work  in,  if  there  should  be  any  grassy 
Ponds,  or  places  easily  improvd,  and  draind  for  Meadow;  It 
may  be  done,  and  Inclosed,  instead  of  preparing  Land  for  Corn. 

Endeavour  to  get  some  rare-ripe  Corn  to  carry  with  you  for 
your  last  Planting,  and  replanting.  The  Corn  which  you  do 
Plant  must  be  Cultivated;  in  any  manner  which  may  appear 
most  advisable  to  you  for  my  Interest. 

If  you  can  get,  or  I  should  send  out,  Peach  Stones,  have  them 
cracked,  and  the  Kernels  Planted,  as  soon  as  you  get  to  the  first 
Land,  and  properly  Inclose  them. 

It  will  be  essentially  necessary  to  have  all  the  Work  done 
upon  any  one  Tract,  appraisd  before  you  move  to  the  next 
Tract  if  it  be  possible  to  have  it  done,  such  work  I  mean,  as  can 
be  injured  by  Fire  or  other  Accidents;  otherwise  I  may  labour 
in  vain,  as  I  shall  have  no  allowance  made  for  any  thing  that 
is  not  valued.  In  these  appraisements  you  must  let  nothing  go 
unnoticed,  as  it  is  necessary  that  every  thing  should  be  brought 
into  Acct.  that  will  enhance  the  price  of  it. 

You  should  take  care  to  have  a  Pair  of  hand  Millstones 
with  you,  as  also  a  Grindstone,  for  the  benefit  of  your  Tools 
with  proper  Pecks. 

Keep  a  regular  Acct.  of  your  Tools,  and  call  them  over 
frequently,  to  see  that  none  are  missing;  make  every  Man  an- 
swerable for  such  as  is  put  into  his  care.  Keep  a  regular  Acct. 
also,  of  the  days  lost  by  sickness;  for  I  expect  none  will  be  lost 
by  any  other  mean's;  that  an  allowance  may  be  made  for  it  at 
Settlement.  And  keep  a  regular,  and  clear  acct.  of  all  expences, 
with  proper  Vouchers,  that  matters  may  be  settled  without  any 
difficulty  at  the  end  of  the  Service. 
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As  I  could  wish  to  have  my  Lands  Rented,  if  it  be  possible  to 
do  it,  you  may,  if  Tenants  should  offer,  engage  them  upon  the 
Following  Terms,  to  wit,  upon  a  Rent  of  Three  pounds  Stir- 
ling (to  be  discharged  in  the  Currency  of  the  Country  at  the 
Exchange  prevailing  at  the  time  of  payment)  for  each  notified 
which  is  to  be  laid  of  as  describd  on  the  Plott  Leases  to  be 
given  for  three  Lives;  four  years  Rent  free  where  no  Improve- 
ment is  made,  and  two  only  where  there  is  a  House  built,  and 
five  acres  of  Land  cleard  on  the  Lott.  Or,  if  it  will  be  a  greater 
inducement  to  Tenants,  I  will  grant  Leases  for  21  years  upon 
the  above  Rent,  payable  in  the  above  manner;  which  Leases 
shall  be  Renewable  for  ever,  upon  paying  at  the  end  of  the  first 
21  years,  Twenty  shillings  pr.  ann.:  additional  Rent  for  the 
next  Seven  years;  and  in  like  manner  the  Increasd  Rent  of  20/ 
Sterlg.  pr.  Ann  for  every  Seven  year's  afterwards.  But  it  is  to  be 
noted  that  I  will  not  give  Leases  for  Lives,  and  Leases  for  the 
above  Term  (renewable)  in  the  same  Tract  of  Land;  as  it  might 
not  be  so  convenient  to  have  Leases  of  different  Tenures  mixcL 

As  I  have  pointed  out  the  distance  along  the  Water,  for  the 
breadth  of  each  Lott  (in  measuring  of  which  go  strait),  and  as 
the  course  and  distance  from  the  River  of  each  Lott  is  also 
particularly  set  down,  you  cannot  be  at  a  loss  if  you  have  com- 
pass and  Chain  to  lay  them  off  and  mark  them  exactly ;  the  back 
lines  of  the  Lotts  may  be  markd,  or  not,  just  as  it  suits;  the 
dividing  Lines  must  be  markd  at  all  events  and  an  Acct.  taken 
of  the  Corner  Trees  in  order  to  insert  them  in  the  Leases  if  any 
should  be  given.  At  the  Corner  of  each  Lott,  upon  the  River, 
blaze  a  Tree;  and  with  a  knife  or  Chissel,  number  them  in  the 
following  manner,  viz,  at  the  upper  Corner  of  the  first  Lott, 
make  the  figure  1,  at  the  Corner  which  divides  Lotts  No.  one 
and  two,  make  these  figures  ^  at  the  Corner  which  divides  Lotts 
No.  Two  and  three  make  the  figures  |  and  so  on  with  every 
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Lott,  by  which  means  the  Lotts  can  always  be  distinguished  the 
moment  they  are  lookd  at,  and  no  mistake  can  happen. 

Build  a  House,  and  clear  and  fence  five  Acres  of  Land  upon 
every  other  Lott,  in  the  manner  describd  upon  the  Plat,  by 
which  means  should  any  one  Person  Incline  to  take  two  Lotts 
they  may  be  added  together  conveniently,  and  the  Improve- 
ments will  be  convenient  to  both. 

I  have  now  mention'd  every  thing  by  way  of  Instruction  to 
you  that  I  can  at  present  recollect;  let  me  conclude  then  with 
observing,  that  this  business  must  even  under  the  greatest  good 
management  and  Industry  be  attended  with  great  expence,  as 
it  will  be  with  equal  Injustice,  if  it  is  neglected;  to  this  I  am  to 
add,  that,  as  you  are  now  receiving  my  Money,  your  time  is  not 
your  own;  and  that  every  day  or  hour  misapplied,  is  a  loss  to 
me;  do  not  therefore  under  a  belief  that,  as  a  friendship  has 
long  subsisted  between  us,  many  things  may  be  overlookd  in 
you  that  would  not  in  another,  devote  any  part  of  your  time  to 
other  business;  or  to  amusements;  for  be  assurd,  that,  in  respect 
to  our  agreement,  I  shall  consider  you  in  no  other  light  than  as 
a  Man  who  hasengagd  his  time  and  Service  to  conduct  and  man- 
age my  Interest  on  the  Ohio  to  the  best  advantage,  and  shall 
seek  redress  if  you  do  not,  just  as  soon  from  you  as  an  entire 
stranger. 

I  wish  you  health  and  success,  and  am  &ca. 

Note  As  these  Instructions  were  begun  sometime  ago,  and 
at  a  time  when  I  had  little  doubt  of  havg.  my  People  movd 
over  the  Mountains  before  the  first  of  April;  as  also  at  a  time 
when  I  had  a  scheme  under  contemplation  of  Importing  Pala- 
tines, in  order  to  settle  on  these  Lands,  which  scheme  I  have 
now  laid  aside;  those  clauses  which  relate  to  the  turning  your 
whole  force  towards  preparing  Land  for  Corn,  may  be  entirely, 
or  in  part,  laid  aside  as  Circumstances  may  direct,  and,  if  there 
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should  be  any  inconsistentcy  between  the  first  and  latter  clauses 
pursue  the  directions  of  the  last  mentioned. 

If  you  should  not  receive  an  Order  of  Court  (from  Bote- 
tourt) for  valuing  the  Work  done  on  my  first  Tract,  before 
you  move  to  the  Second,  have  the  Work  done  thereon,  ap- 
praisd  in  die  best  manner  you  can  by  Steven's  &ca.  and  an  acct. 
thereof  Sign'd  by  them,  in  such  a  manner  as  they  would  swear 
to,  if  calld  upon. 

If  it  should  happen,  that  you  are  obligd  to  wait  in  your  own 
Neighbourhood  for  Vessels,  Provisions,  or  on  any  other  acct. 
let  all  the  People  wch  you  carry  out  be  employd  towards 
forwarding  my  Mill  Work  at  Gilb'ts  Simpson's. 

To  THOMAS  NEWTON,  JUNIOR 

Mount  Vernon,  April  2, 1774. 

Sir:  Inclosed  you  have  Griff  en  Gilley's  receipt  for  sixty  Bar- 
rels of  superfine  Flour;  as  also  an  invoice  of  the  weight  &c.  of 
each  barrel.  Please  to  dispose  of  it  to  the  best  advantage,  for  my 
interest,  on  credit  not  exceeding  October. 

I  was  obliged  to  buy  in  the  Anne  and  Elizabeth  myself  at  the 
price  of  ^175  which  is  thirty  odd,  short  of  what  it  stands  me. 
Will  this  Vessel,  do  you  think,  sell  at  Norfolk  ?  And  at  what 
price  for  ready  money  ?  I  could  wish  to  dispose  of  it  at  its  value, 
as  every  one  agree's  it  must  be  worth  ,£300;  but  if  I  cannot  get 
a  price  nearly  equal  to  its  worth,  I  must  receive  freight,  one 
being  offer'd  to  Jamaica,  another  to  Philadelphia,  and  a  third 
to  St.  Kitts.60  I  am  Sir,  etc. 


60 Washington's  "Ledger"  sheds  further  light  upon  this  bothersome  business.  By  it 
the  flour  entrusted  to  Jenifer  Adams  was  273  barrels  of  superfine,  220  barrels  of  aver- 
age, and  50  barrels  to  be  sold  immediately.  Apr.  13,  1773,  Washington  submitted  a 
proved  account  to  the  Maryland  court  and  a  year  later  entered  the  balance  due  him 
from  Adams  as  £  106:6:6,  Virginia  currency.  "  1775  Deer.  By  Deed  for  the  following 
Tracts  of  Land  in  Charles  County,  Maryland  (all  I  am  likely  to  get  for  my  debt)  viz. 
Josias's  help,  109  acres;  Wades  Addition,  33  Vz ;  Adams  Retirement,  100;  Ditto  Outlet,  50 
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To  HUGH  MERCER 

Mount  Vernon,  April  n,  1774. 
Dear  Sir :  The  Land  may  be  conveyed  to  you  at  any  time,  and 
for  this  purpose  I  will  bring  down  my  title  papers  and  leave 
them  with  you,  as  I  go  to  the  Assembly.  When,  possession  can 
be  given,  I  am  not  altogether  clear  in,  as  I  believe  Mr.  Fitzhugh 
and  Mr.  Hunter  look  upon  the  tillable  and  Pasture  Land  as 
engaged  to  them  till  the  Fall;  but  Colo.  Lewis  can  give  you  the 
best  information  on  that  head,  as  it  was  with  him  the  Agree- 
ment was  made.  I  apprehended  their  time  was  up  last  Fall,  but 
in  my  way  from  Wmsburg  in  Deer,  last,  Mr.  Hunter  told  me, 
that  by  his  agreement  with  Colo.  Lewis,  he  was  to  have  notice 
of  my  wanting  the  place  by  seed  time,  and  in  case  of  failure, 
was  to  consider  it  as  engaged  to  him  another  year;  this  I  did 
not  understand  from  Colo.  Lewis's  account,  previous  to  my 
conversation  with  Mr.  Hunter;  and  since,  I  have  had  no 
oppertunity  of  mentioning  the  matter  to  him;  but  whatever 
agreement  he  made,  I  shall  think  myself  bound  by.  If  neither  of 
those  Gentn.  put  Corn  into  the  Land,  their  winter  Grain  must 
soon  come  off;  and  I  shou'd  think  they  could  have  no  use  for 
the  fields  afterwards,  and  as  to  the  other  parts  of  the  Land,  they 
have  not,  or  ever  had  any  pretence  to  them.  I  am,  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

*To  JAMES  MERCER 

Mount  Vernon,  April  11, 1774. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  receivd  your  Letter  of  the  5th.,  and  consid- 
er'd  the  Report  which  you  have  drawn  up  for  the  Commis- 
sioners to  make  to  the  Generl  Court;  and  not  knowing  (as 

and  Williams  folly  260:  Total  552^/3  acres."  To  obtain  deeds  to  these  tracts  Wash- 
ington passed  his  assumpsit  to  Knox  &  Baillie,  George  Gray,  John  Stromat,R.MundelI, 
William  Hanson,  sheriff,  and  John  West. 
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things  are  Situated)  what  better  can  be  done,  I  have  given  that 
tacit  consent  to  their  proceeding,  agreeably  thereto,  as  you 
required,  in  case  of  my  approbation  thereof.  My  fear  how  ever 
is,  that,  a  Partition  of  the  Land,  consequent  of  a  second  Order 
of  Court,  can  hardly  be  Reported  at  this  Setting;  every  appear- 
ance of  delay  therefore,  gives  me  some  pain,  as  I  know  the 
Sollicitude  of  the  Parties  to  hasten  the  Sale.  Quere  then,  would 
not  Mr.  Roses  consent  (as  Guardian  of  your  Infant  Brother) 
to  the  measure  proposed  by  yourself  and  me,  and  which  I  rec- 
ommended your  Taking  Colo.  Tayloe's  opinion  upon,  have 
enabled  the  Commissioners  to  have  proceeded  at  once  to  a  divi- 
sion of  the  uncontroverted  part  of  the  Land  ?  Would  not  Mr. 
Rose  have  acquiesced  in  this  Measure  ?  And  would  it  not  have 
been  a  shorter  Cut  if  it  had  been  adopted  ?  I  only  propound 
these  questions  now  for  Information,  for  as  I  have  not  given 
the  least  Interruption  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners, 
in  conformity  to  your  Report,  so  neither  do  I  mean  to  impede 
the  operation  of  your  Plan  but  on  the  contrary  to  do  every  thing 
in  my  power  to  accelerate,  and  carry  it  into  execution  without 
loss  of  time;  of  which  you  will  please  to  inform  Mr.  Attorney, 
after  communicating  the  contents  of  this,  and  my  former  Let- 
ter to  Colo.  Tayloe  and  laying  before  that  Gentleman  a  state  of 
the  case,  as  it  now  stands,  for  his  Sentiments  thereof.  I  am  not 
well  acquainted  with  the  Gentlemen  who  live  most  contiguous 
to  the  Bull  run  Land,  and  therefore  am  more  at  a  loss  to  recom- 
mend one  to  supply  the  place  of  Mr.  Powell;  but  should  think 
as  Mr.  Hough  will  probably  attend  to  making  the  Partition, 
there  can  be  no  Impropriety  in  nominating  of  him  a  Commis- 
sioner as  he  will  be  a  pretty  sure  hand,  and  must  by  this  time, 
know  as  much  of  the  Land  as  any  body;  If  any  objection  how- 
ever should  be  made  to  him  I  believe  Captn.  Bronaugh  does  not 
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live  far  from  thence  (though  if  I  recollect  right,  he  talkd  of 
going  over  the  Alligany  Mountains  this  Spring)  nor  doth 
Mr.  William  Smith,  both  good  Men,  and  agreeable  to  me;  as 
any  other  Colo.  Tayloe  and  you  may  fix  upon,  also  will  be. 
I  remain,  Dr.  Sir,  etc.  [n.y.p.l.] 

To  REVEREND  MYLES  COOPER 

April  15, 1774. 
Revd.  Sir:  As  your  letter  (and  acct.)  to  Mr.  Custis,  was  re- 
ceiv'd  by  him  posterior  to  the  one  written  to  me,  and  not 
immediately  given  into  my  hands,  (as  the  young  Gentn.  since 
his  marriage  has  been  good  part  of  his  time  in  Maryland)  I 
could  not  make  you  the  enclos'd  remittance  much  sooner.  You 
will  now  receive  a  Draft  on  Messrs.  Osgood  Hanbury  &  Co.  for 
£65  Sterling,  which  please  to  dispose  of,  and  with  the  money 
arising,  discharge  the  several  claims  which  you  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  collect,  against  Mr.  Custis;  whose  residence  at  Kings 
College,  I  little  expected  would  have  been  of  such  short  dura- 
tion; otherwise,  I  shou'd  not  (as  his  Guardian)  have  thought 
myself  justifyed  in  incurring  so  great  an  expence;  not  that 
I  think  he  could  have  got  conveniently  and  agreeably  fixed  in 
the  College  for  less  than  what  is  charged  on  that  Account,  but 
then,  for  the  benefit  of  only  three  months  residence  there,  this 
might  have  been  avoided ;  however,  as  his  discontinuance  at  it, 
is  an  act  of  his  own,  and  much  against  my  judgement,  he  can 
only  blame  me  (if  he  blames  at  all)  for  yielding  too  easily  to  his 
importunities,  supported  by  the  concurrence  of  his  relations. 
I  could  have  wished,  Sir,  you  had  been  pleased  to  make  a  charge 
in  the  acct.  for  your  own  trouble,  or  that  I  knew  what  was  cus- 
tomary and  proper  to  be  allowed  on  these  occasions.  I  am,  etc. 
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To  MRS.  MARGARET  SAVAGE 

Mount  Vernon,  April  15, 1774. 

Dr.  Madam :  I  am  really  sorry  I  cannot  give  you  a  more  agree- 
able account,  than  the  following,  of  your  Suit  against  Dr. 
Savage.  At  March  Court  for  this  County,  with  much  difficulty, 
we  brought  the  matter  to  a  hearing,  and  obtained  a  judgment 
for  five  hundred  and  odd  pounds,  being  the  sum  due  on  the 
Bond  to  the  commencement  of  the  Suit.  Against  this,  the  Doc- 
tor filed  a  Writ  of  Error,  which  (as  there  will  be  no  Court  this 
month)  cannot  be  heard  'till  May.  At  which  time,  it  is  more 
than  probable,  the  judgment  will  be  confirmed  in  this  Court; 
but  then,  it  is  said,  the  Doctor,  (merely  to  proscrastinate  pay- 
ment) will  appeal  to  the  General  Court,  where  the  matter  may 
hang  twelve  months  longer:  This  information  I  thought  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  give;  at  the  same  time  I  assure  you, 
that  nothing  has  been,  or  shall  be  neglected,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Fairfax  or  myself,  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  speediest  determi- 
nation, the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of;  nor  in  prosecuting 
your  claims  to  the  money  due  since  the  commencement  of 
the  last  Suit,  and  for  each  years  Annuity,  as  it  becomes  due 
afterwards. 

We  have  lost  several  of  your  old  acquaintances  since  I  wrote 
you  last,  among  whom,  Joseph  Watson,  and  Harrison  Manley 
are  of  the  number;  and  we  have  had  two  or  three  weddings  to 
wit,  Mr.  Custis  to  a  daughter  of  Jno.  Calvert,  Peter  Wagener 
to  Sinat  McCarty  and  Capt.  Sanf  ord  to  Miss  Caty  Porter.  Mrs. 
Washington  is  very  well,  and  joins  in  good  wishes  for  you  with 
Dr.  Madam,  etc.61 


91  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  who  made  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  of  this  letter,  was 
careless  in  deciphering  Washington's  writing.  Joseph  should  be  Josiah  Watson,  a 
merchant  of  Alexandria,  Va.;  John  Parke  Custis  married  the  daughter  of  Benedict, 
not  John  Calvert,  and  Miss  McCarty's  name  was  Sinai,  not  Sinat. 
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To  THOMAS  LEWIS62 

Mount  Vernon,  May  5,  1774. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  31st.  of  March  did  not  come  to  my 
hands  'till  the  later  end  of  last  month;  and  no  direct  oppor- 
tunity that  I  have  heard  of,  has  offered  since,  this  letter  taking 
the  chance  of  conveyance  from  place  to  place  only. — 

Immediately  upon  receipt  of  your  favor  by  Mr.  Young,  I  dis- 
patched a  letter  to  Capt.  Crawford  (covering  yours  to  him) 
pointing  out  the  necessity  of  his  attempting  to  qualify  as  your 
Deputy,  at  your  Court  for  April,  before  this  I  did  not  urge  him 
(as  he  appeared  anxious  to  return  home)  to  take  that  rout,  for 
two  reasons:  in  the  first  place  I  did  not  advert  to  the  necessity 
of  this  qualification;  in  the  next  place  'till  your  letter  arrived 
(which  was  after  he  was  gone)  I  did  not  know  whether  you 
would  accept  of  him  as  an  assistant  or  not.  At  the  same  time  1 
wrote  to  him,  I  forwarded  Letters  under  his  cover,  (in  order 
to  be  deliver'd  by  him)  to  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Jones  and  Capt: 
Hog,  requesting  the  favour  of  each  to  facilitate  his  business  if 
he  came  in  on  this  errand;  but  what  has  been  the  result  of  all 
this  I  know  not,  never  having  heard  a  syllable  from  him  since. 

I  come  now  to  take  notice  of  what  you  have  said  in  respect  to 
Mr.  Michael  Cresap,  whose  claim  to  the  round  bottom,  and 
other  Lands  along  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  for  (as  I  am  credibly 
inform'd)  thirty  miles,  is  equally  well  founded;  and  founded 
upon  no  other  right,  or  pretence  than  that  of  claiming  every 
good  bottom  upon  the  river;  building  a  cabbin  thereon  to  keep 
off  others,  and  then  selling  them,  and  going  on  to  possess  other 
Lands  in  the  same  manner.  This  if  common  report  tells  truth 
is  the  foundation  of  Mr.  Cresap's  claim  to  the  round  bottom; 
set  up  long  after  I  had  made  choice  of  it,  and  had  had  it 

62  Surveyor  of  Augusta  County,  Va. 
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survey 'd  as  a  stage,  or  Lodgement  between  Fort  Pitt,  and  my 
Lands  on  the  Great  Kanhawa:  it  is  true,  as  this  is  esteem'd  a 
valuable  bottom,  he  may  have  taken  more  pains  in  the  improve- 
ment of  it,  than  of  the  others;  but  his  choice, or  even  knowledge 
of  it,  was  long  after  I  had  had  it  survey'd. 

This  being  the  amount  of  his  claim,  I  will  now  give  you  the 
substance  of  mine,  which  cannot  be  better  done,  than  by  in- 
forming you,  that  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1770,  when  I  went  to 
view  the  Lands,  which  had  been  since  surveyed  under  the  Proc- 
lamation of  1754, 1  made  choice  of  this  spot  of  Land  (called  the 
round  bottom)  marked  Trees,  and  directed  Captn.  Crawford, 
when  he  went  down  the  spring  following  to  survey  it,  which  he 
accordingly  did,  as  may  appear  by  his  certificate  inclosed  you 
by  Mr.  Young.  Sometime  after  this,  hearing  that  Doctor  Brisco 
had  taken  possession  of  it,  and  actually  had  or  was  going  to  fix 
Negroes  on  it,  I  wrote  him  a  letter  of  which  No  1  is  a  copy, 
upon  which  I  was  informed  he  had  quit  it.  Sometime  after 
this  again,  I  learned  that  Mr.  Michael  Cresap  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  it,  built  houses,  and  was  working  hands  thereon,  upon 
which  I  also  wrote  him  a  letter  of  which  No.  2.  is  the  copy;  and 
was  given  to  understand  that  Mr.  Theobald  (or  Tibbies,  as  he 
is  commonly  called)  who  was  Partner  with  Mr.  Cresap  in  this 
Land,  was  determined  to  give  it  up;  receiving  at  the  same  time 
a  message  by  Capt.  Crawford  from  Mr.  Michael  Cresap,  that 
if  I  would  let  him  have  the  Land  he  would  pay  me  what  I 
thought  the  worth  of  it;  to  which  I  returned  for  answer,  that 
as  it  was  the  only  piece  of  Land  I  had  upon  the  Ohio,  between 
Fort  Pitt  and  the  Kanhawas,  and  found  it  very  necessary  as  a 
stage  or  Lodgment,  in  coming  up  the  river,  I  could  not  agree  to 
part  with  it,  but  again  offered  to  pay  for  any  labor  or  improve- 
ment, which  he  had  made. 

In  this  situation  things  were,  when  I  wrote  to  you  by  Mr. 
Young;  otherwise,  if  I  had  thought  that  Mr.  Cresap  could,  with 
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any  color  of  Justice,  or  even  at  any  rate  (as  he  must  be  con- 
scious, that  the  mode  he  has  practiced,  of  engrossing  and  selling 
Lands  is  unwarrantable)  have  opposed  my  claim  to  this  Land; 
I  should  have  mention'd  it  to  you  before,  but  in  truth,  from 
every  thing  that  has  passed,  I  concluded  that  he  had  yielded  to 
my  prior  claim  In  like  manner  may  my  title  to  the  three  thou- 
sand acres  on  the  waters  of  Shartee  and  Racoon  be  disputed: 
For  after  that  also  was  surveyed  for  me;  after  I  had  bought  the 
rights  (or  claims  rather)  of  several  people  to  it;  &  after  I  had 
actually  built  several  houses  thereon,  by  way  of  strengthening 
my  right,  numbers  of  People  went,  in  a  forcible  manner,  and  in 
defiance  of  repeated  notices,  &  took  possession  of  the  Land,  & 
built  cabbins  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  even  entrance  into 
my  houses,  &  may,  as  Mr.  Cresap  has,  dispute  my  title  under 
pretence  of  having  improved  it; — but  I  do  not  expect  that  such 
claims  as  these  can  ever  have  an  operation  to  my  prejudice,  or 
ought  to  retard  my  Patent ;  however,  I  do  not  wish  to  hasten  any 
measure  faster  than  it  can  be  done  with  propriety.  I  am  Sir,63 

ADVERTISEMENT64 

Fairfax  County,  Va.,  May  10, 1774. 
In  the  month  of  March  last  the  subscriber  sent  out  a  number 
of  carpenters  and  laborers,  to  build  houses  and  clear  and  en- 
close lands  on  the  Ohio,  intending  to  divide  the  several  tracts 

83 "The  late  Col.  Angus  McDonald,  near  Winchester,  and  several  other  individuals, 
went  out  in  the  spring  of  1774,  to  survey  the  military  bounty  lands,  lying  on  the  Ohio 
and  Kanawha  rivers,  allowed  by  the  king's  proclamation  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  army  for  their  services  in  the  preceding  war  with  the  Indians,  but  were  driven 
off."  (See  Kercheval's  History  of  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  p.  145.)  This  survey  led  to 
what  was  called  Dunmore'sWar,  in  which  McDonald,  who  was  a  Scotchman,  played  an 
active  part.  His  home  was  at  Glengary,  near  Winchester,  Va.  On  the  verso  of  a  letter 
from  McDonald  (Jan.  8,  1774),  in  the  Washington  Papers,  is  the  following  indorse- 
ment, in  Washington's  writing:  "On  the  28th.  of  this  Inst.  Jany.  I  gave  the  within 
Majr.  McDonald  a  power  to  Rent  the  Land  there  mentioned  from  year  to  year  or  for 
a  term  of  years  not  exceeding  five  to  the  best  advantage  he  could  and  to  receive  the 
Rents  for  my  use.  G.  Washington.  1774."  McDonald  attempted  to  raise  a  loyalist 
regiment  in  the  Revolution  and  was  arrested. 

"Printed  in  the  Maryland  Gazette  of  May  26,  1774,  published  at  Annapolis. 
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which  he  there  holds,  into  convenient  sized  tenements  and 
to  give  leases  therefor  for  lives,  or  a  term  of  years,  renewable 
forever,  under  certain  conditions  which  may  be  known  either 
of  him,  or  Mr.  Valentine  Crawford,  who  is  now  on  the  land. 

The  situation  and  quality  of  these  lands  having  been  thor- 
oughly described  in  a  former  advertisement,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  enlarge  on  them  here;  suffice  it  generally  to  observe,  that 
there  are  no  better  in  that  country,  and  that  the  whole  of  them 
lay  upon  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  or  Great  Kanawha,  and  are 
capable  of  receiving  the  highest  improvement. 

George  Washington. 

*  To  ROBERT  McMICKAN 

Mount  Vernon,  May  10, 1774. 

Sir:  I  am  much  indebted  to  you  for  the  many  unanswered 
Letters  you  have  been  pleased  to  Write  me,  and  thank  you 
very  sincerely  for  the  trouble  you  have  had  in  the  management 
of  my  business  with  Mr.  Daniel  Jenifer  Adams;  but  as  my  Con- 
nexion with  that  worthless  young  Fellow  began  in  an  ill  fated 
hour,  so  has  it  continued,  and  is  like  to  end. 

From  his  idle,  and  ill  formed  expectation  of  obtaining  assist- 
ance from  his  friends  here  (if  he  had  any)  to  redeem  the  Brig 
(Anne  and  Elizabeth) ;  and  in  consequence,  conditioning  for 
its  coming  to  Alexandria  instead  of  suffering  it  to  be  sold  at 
Norfolk,  he  has  sunk  the  whole  Subject,  and  involved  me 
Thirty  odd  pounds  deeper  in  the  Mire  than  I  was  before;  for 
the  Counter  part  (or  Copy)  of  the  Bottomry  Bond  which  was 
in  the  possession  of  Captn.  Pollock  requiring  the  Vessell  to  come 
to  Norfolk  only,  the  hands,  it  seems,  were  engaged  for  that 
Voyage,  and  refused  to  come  any  further  with  the  Brig.  This 
added  (I  believe  to  a  little  Tardiness  in  the  Captn.  detained  the 
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Vessel  at  Norfolk  from  the  6th.  of  December,  the  day  of  its  arrival 
there,  to  the  25th.  of  the  same  Month  when  it  left  that  Port,  and 
that  Night,  or  the  next  day,  got  drove  on  shore  on  Sewels  point, 
lost  its  rudder,  Cable,  and  Anchor,  and  sustaining  other  dam- 
age, was  obliged  to  put  back  to  Norfolk  to  refit;  to  do  which 
took  till  about  the  20th.  of  Jany.  when  a  Second  attempt  was 
made  to  get  to  Alexandria  with  almost  the  like  success,  for  by 
means  of  Ice,  and  I  believe  the  Indolence  of  the  Captn.,  it  took 
Forty  days  to  accomplish  this  voyage  in;  so  that  with  the  New 
Anchors  and  Cables  I  was  forced  to  buy.  The  repairs  of  the 
Vessell,  Mens  Wages,  and  Provisions,  I  was  obliged  to  pay  Two 
hundred  and  odd  pounds  before  I  got  the  Vessell  to  Alexan- 
dria; Where,  after  laying  a  Month  agreeable  to  the  terms  of 
the  Bond  and  being  Advertized  for  Sale  during  that  time  in  the 
Gazettes  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  I  was  compelld  to  buy 
it  in  myself  at  the  price  of  One  hundred  and  Seventy-five 
pounds  this  Currency  much  against  my  Inclination,  as  I  had 
no  desire  of  being  Concerned  in  Shipping;  but  I  was  obliged  to 
make  the  best  of  a  bad  Matter. 

I  have  now  been  at  the  Expence  of  overhauling  and  repair- 
ing it,  altering  the  Rigging,  and  in  the  opinion  of  many  People, 
made  a  good  Vessel  of  it.  It  now  comes  to  your  Island  with  a 
parcel  of  Herrings  belonging  to  Messrs.  Robert  Adam  &  Co. 
And  one  hundred  Barrels  of  Superfine  Burr  flour  of  my  own 
which  you  will  please  to  dispose  of  to  the  best  advantage  as 
I  think  the  quality  may  be  relied  on.  The  Nett  proceeds  (after 
deducting  the  amount  of  your  Acct.  against  the  Anne  and 
Elizabeth,  which  you  Inclosed  me)  together  with  the  freight 
of  the  Fish,  half  the  Staves  (which  I  am  to  receive  as  freight  for 
the  other  half),  and  a  small  parcel  of  Shingles  you  will  please 
to  return  me  in  the  most  Saleable  kind  of  Rum  and  Sugars,  and 
partly  in  Molasses  provided  it  can  be  bought  at  One  Shilling 
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or  at  most  13d.  pr.  Gallon.  In  the  Sugars  let  there  be  a  Barrel  of 
the  Whitest,  driest,  and  best  brown  (or  Muscovado) ;  also  one 
hundred  and  Fifty  or  two  hundred  Weight  of  the  cleanest 
clayed  Sugar  for  my  own  use;  to  which  please  to  add  a  Barr'l 
of  Sweet  Oranges  two  or  3  dozn.  Coco-Nuts,  and  as  many 
Pine  Apples. 

Mr.  Adams  must  have  been  Master  of  more  chacine  and  Cun- 
ning, as  well  as  knavery,  than  I  thought  him  capable  of,  to 
reduce  my  claim  against  him  to  what  he  has.  One  step  towards 
it  however  is,  to  charge  me  j]/2  pr.  Ct.  Commission  on  the  Sales, 
when  by  express  agreement  which  I  can  prove)  I  was  only  to 
allow  this  on  the  Sales  and  returns;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  Moon- 
shine whether  he  consents  to  allow  ^500  or  ^1000  as  I  never 
expect  to  receive  the  half  of  the  least  Sum. 

Colo.  Carlyle  at  the  Sale  of  the  Brig,  gave  me  notice  that  he 
looked  to  me  for  one  half  of  the  price  it  sold  at  in  Jama,  without 
considering  of  himself  as  liable  for  any  part  of  the  disburse- 
ments since,  but  I  believe  it  was  no  more  than  an  unmeaning 
Sally  of  his  fancy.  However,  if  he  should  attempt  any  thing 
of  this  kind,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  give  you  a  little  trouble  in 
sending  me  an  Authentick  Acct.of  the  Transactions  respecting 
this  Sale  in  Jamaica,  that  I  may  shew  upon  what  grounds  it 
was  made. 

I  have  only  to  add  my  hopes  that,  this  Flour  will  come  to  a 
better  Market  than  the  Corn  did,  as  I  lost  considerably  by  that 
adventure;  and  with  some  concern  I  add  that,  one  thing  may 
contribute  to  it, arising  (if  our  fears  are  not  greatly  exagerated) 
from  the  severest  stroke  of  Providence  that  this,  or  any  other 
Wheat  Country  ever  experienced  and  that  is,  a  total  destruction 
of  our  growing  Crops  of  Wheat  by  a  frost  the  4th.  Instt.  which 
it  is  confidently  reported  from  all  the  Wheat  Counties  has 
killed  it  entirely;  as  it  hath  also  done  our  fruit,  and  the  foliage 
of  all  most  all  the  Forest  Trees.  If  these  fears  of  ours  should  be 
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realized  there  can  be  no  dependance  upon  North  American  for 
Flour  the  next  year,  and  must,  I  should  think  affect  the  present 
prices.  With  a  grateful  sense  of  the  favours  you  have  conferd 
on  me  in  negotiating  my  troublesome  business  with  Daniel 
Jenifer  Adams  I  remain  with  great  esteem  Sir,  etc. 

DIARY 

May  12.  "Set  of  with  Mrs.  Washington  for  Williamsburg. . ." 
May  16.  "Came  to  Wmsburg,  dind  at  the  Governor's  and 
spent  the  Evening  at  Mrs.  Campbell's.65 


""'TheViginia  Assembly  convened  at  Williamsburg  on  Thursday,  May  5.  The  earlier 
days  of  the  session  were  occupied  with  matters  connected  with  the  Indian  outbreaks 
and  the  boundary  disputes  with  Pennsylvania;  but  the  news  of  the  Boston  Port  bill, 
closing  that  town  to  all  foreign  trade  after  June  1,  was  soon  known  in  Virginia,  and 
in  the  then  disturbed  condition  of  public  opinion  could  have  but  one  effect.  "Infinite 
astonishment  and  equal  resentment,"  wrote  a  member  of  the  assembly  (May  20), 
"have  seized  every  one  here,  and  a  resort  to  the  expedient  of  1769-70,  a  general  agree- 
ment to  stop  all  trade  with  Britain  appeared  probable.  The  house  is  now  pushing, 
on  the  public  business  for  which  we  are  called  here  at  this  time;  but  before  we  depart 
our  measures  will  be  settled  and  agreed  on.  The  plan  is  extensive;  it  is  wise,  and  I 
hope  under  God,  it  will  not  fail  of  success."  At  the  instance  of  the  younger  and  more 
aggressive  members  of  the  assembly,  Robert  Carter  Nicholas  moved  (May  24)  to 
appoint  June  1  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer,  and  that  the  burgesses 
attend  church  in  a  body  on  that  day.  The  motion  was  carried;  and  the  governor 
(May  26),  hearing  that  the  fast  was  intended  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  to 
receive  other  resolutions  of  the  house,  presumably  intended  to  still  more  inflame  the 
whole  country  and  instigate  the  people  to  acts  that  might  rouse  the  indignation  of 
the  mother  country  against  them,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  council  dissolved 
the  assembly  on  the  ground  that  the  terms  of  the  resolution  reflected  highly  upon  the 
King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

What  these  other  resolutions  might  have  been  is  shown  by  the  paper  prepared  the 
day  before  dissolution  by  Richard  Henry  Lee,  denouncing  the  closing  of  Boston  as 
"  a  most  violent  and  dangerous  attempt  to  destroy  the  constitutional  liberty  and  rights 
of  all  British  America,"  and  proposing  a  general  congress  of  the  Colonies,  "to  con- 
sider and  determine  on  ways  the  most  effectual  to  stop  the  exports  from  North  America, 
and  for  the  adoption  of  such  other  measures  as  may  be  most  decisive  for  securing  the 
rights  of  America  against  the  systematic  plan  formed  for  their  destruction."  He  was 
prevented  from  proposing  these  resolutions  by  many  worthy  members,  "  who  wished 
to  have  the  public  business  first  finished,  and  who  were  induced  to  believe,  from  many 
conversations  they  had  heard,  that  there  was  no  danger  of  a  dissolution."  (See  R.  H. 
Lee's  letter  to  Samuel  Adams,  June  23,  1774.)  That  the  general  temper  of  the  assem- 
bly was  moderate  is  further  shown  by  a  letter  from  Lord  Dunmore  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth  (May  29):  "I  have  heard  from  many  of  the  dissolved  members,  and 
I  hope  it  is  true,  that  the  house  in  general  in  the  hasty  manner  the  measure  was  pro- 
posed and  agreed  to,  did  not  advert  to  the  whole  force  of  the  terms  in  which  the  order 
I  transmit  [the  appointment  of  a  fast]  is  conceived,  and  that  if  it  had,  it  is  believed  a 
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*To  OSGOOD  HANBURY  &  COMPANY 

Williamsburg,  June  i,  1774. 
Gentn:  Captn.  Eston  this  Instt.  delivered  me  your  Letters  of 
the  24th.  of  March  to  Mr.  Custis  and  myself  with  an  Acct.  Cur- 
rent Inclosed.  As  you  seem  to  be  under  a  mistake  in  respect  to 
my  acting,  or  not  acting,  as  Executor  to  Jno.  Parke  Custis  I 
have  delayed  no  time  in  rectifying  the  misapprehension  you 
lay  under.  I  always  have,  and  still  do  act  as  the  Guardian  of  Mr. 
Custis;  and  in  every  draft,  either  upon  your  House,  or  Robt. 
Gary  &  Cos.  I  always  direct  the  Bills  to  be  charged  agreeably  to 
the  Letters  of  advice  which  either  accompany's,  or  closely  fol- 
lows the  Draft,  which  I  judge  full  sufficient,  and  no  doubts  till 

strong  opposition  would  have  been  made  to  it,  and  probably  that  it  might  have  met 
a  different  fate." 

On  the  morning  after  the  dissolution  the  members  of  the  late  House  of  Burgesses  to 
the  number  of  89  met  in  the  long  room  of  the  Raleigh  Tavern,  known  as  the  Apollo, 
drew  up  an  association,  reciting  their  grievances  against  Great  Britain,  recommending 
the  disuse  of  tea  and  East  Indian  products — a  measure  directed  against  the  East  India 
Company — making  the  cause  of  Boston  common  to  all  the  Colonies,  and  instructed 
the  committees  of  correspondence  to  propose  to  the  similar  committees  in  the  other 
colonies  to  appoint  deputies  to  meet  in  congress  at  such  place  annually  as  should  be 
most  convenient,  there  to  deliberate  on  those  general  measures  which  the  united  in- 
terests of  America  may  require.  Jefferson  records  that  "nobody  thought  at  that  time 
of  extending  our  association  further,  to  the  total  interruption  of  our  commerce  with 
Great  Britain;  or  if  it  was  proposed  by  any  (which  I  don't  recollect),  it  was  con- 
demned by  the  general  sense  of  the  members  who  formed  that  association."  (See 
Jefferson's  letter  to  A.  Cary,  Dec.  9,  1774.)  Indeed  the  moderate  tone  of  what  was 
done  was  not  satisfactory  to  R.  H.  Lee,  who  was  urging  more  decided  steps.  "The 
consequent  conduct  of  the  members  was  surely  much  too  feeble  in  opposition  to  the 
very  dangerous  and  alarming  degree,  to  which  despotism  had  advanced.  So  thinking, 
I  did  propose  to  the  dissolved  members  a  plan  of  a  general  congress,  but  they  made  a 
distinction  between  their  then  state,  and  that  when  they  were  members  of  the  House 
of  Burgesses."  (See  Lee's  letter  to  Samuel  Adams,  June  23,  1774.)  Nevertheless,  a 
circular  letter  (dated  May  28)  was  prepared  and  sent  to  the  committees  in  the  other 
colonies,  asking  their  views  on  the  expediency  of  a  general  congress.  This  irregular, 
because  self-constituted,  convention  appears  to  have  dissolved  on  the  same  day. 

On  the  following  day  (Sunday,  May  29)  letters  were  received  from  some  of  the 
committees  in  the  northern  colonies  recommending  a  union  of  the  southern  colonies 
against  the  rigorous  and  unconstitutional  measures  of  the  British  ministry  respecting 
America.  Peyton  Randolph,  as  moderator  of  the  former  meeting,  deemed  it  expedient 
to  summon  the  members,  and  in  reply  to  his  call  25  of  them  met  on  Monday  the  30th, 
Washington  among  the  number. 

The  meeting  unanimously  agreed  to  a  circular  letter,  from  which  the  following 
extract  is  taken:  "Most  Gentlemen  present  seemed  to  think  it  absolutely  necessary  for 
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now,  hath  arisen,  upon  it.  Your  placing  the  Bills  drawn  in 
favour  of  John  Page  Esqr.  to  the  debit  of  Mr.  John  P.  Custis  was 
proper;  because  you  were  so  advised,  and  the  money  was  drawn 
for  on  his  Acct.;  so  in  like  manner  you  will  place  the  Drafts  in 
favour  of  Captn.McGachin,and  the  Revd.Doctr.  Miles  Cooper 
to  this  Acct.  also,  and  for  the  same  Reason's. 

I  have  given  Captn.  Eston  orders  for  Twelve  Hhds  of  Mr. 
Custis's  Tobo.,  which  please  to  Insure  so  as  to  receive  Eight 
pounds  pr.  Hhd  in  case  of  loss.  I  hope  the  prices  will  be  consid- 
erably advanced  before  this  Tobo.  gets  to  hand,  or  else  I  am 
sure  it  will  not  be  worth  continuing  the  business  of  Planting 
any  longer.  I  shall  compare  your  Acct.  Cur't  with  my  Books 
when  I  go  home  and  see  how  they  agree.  I  conceivd  that  prior  to 

us  to  enlarge  our  late  Association,  and  that  we  ought  to  adopt  the  Scheme  of  Non- 
importation to  a  very  large  Extent;  but  we  were  divided  in  our  Opinions  as  to  stopping 
our  Exports.  We  could  not,  however,  being  so  small  a  Proportion  of  our  late  Associates, 
presume  to  make  any  Alteration  in  the  Terms  of  the  general  Association,  and  we 
resolved  to  invite  all  the  Members  of  the  late  House  of  Burgesses  to  a  general  Meet- 
ing in  this  City  on  the  first  Day  of  August  next.  We  fixed  this  distant  Day  in  the 
Hopes  of  accommodating  the  Meeting  to  every  Gentleman's  private  Affairs,  and  that 
they  might  in  the  mean  Time,  have  an  Opportunity  of  collecting  the  Sense  of  their 
respective  Counties.  The  Inhabitants  of  this  City  were  convened  yesterday  in  the 
Afternoon,  and  most  cheerfully  acceded  to  the  Measures  we  had  adopted."  The  action 
of  this  assemblage  led  Dunmore  to  remark  that  it  gave  "  too  much  cause  to  apprehend 
that  the  prudent  views,  and  the  regard  to  justice  and  equity,  as  well  as  loyalty  and 
affection,  which  is  publicly  declared  by  many  of  the  families  of  distinction  here,  will 
avail  little  against  the  turbulence  and  prejudice  which  prevail  throughout  the  country; 
it  is,  however,  at  present  quiet."  (See  Lord  Dunmore's  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, June  6,  1774.) 

The  names  of  the  25  who  participated  in  this  meeting  appear  on  their  printed  cir- 
cular letter  of  May  3 1 ,  a  copy  of  which,  addressed  to  George  Washington  in  Fairfax, 
is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

The  day  of  fasting  was  observed  throughout  the  colony.  "The  people  met  generally 
with  anxiety  and  alarm  in  their  countenances,  and  the  effect  of  the  day,  through  the 
whole  colony,  was  like  a  shock  of  electricity,  arousing  every  man,  and  placing  him 
erect  and  solidly  on  his  center."  (See  Jefferson's  Workj,  vol.  1,  p.  7.)  "The  fast  was 
obeyed  throughout  Virginia  with  such  rigor  and  scruples,  as  to  interdict  the  tasting  of 
food  between  the  rising  and  setting  sun.  With  the  remembrance  of  the  King  [Minis- 
try?], horror  was  associated;  in  churches,  as  well  as  in  the  circles  of  social  conversa- 
tion, he  seemed  to  stalk  like  the  arch-enemy  of  mankind."  (See  Moncure  D.  Conway's 
Biography  of  Edmund  Randolph. 

The  governor  issued  writs  for  a  new  assembly  to  meet  on  August  11,  but  the 
troubled  condition  of  public  opinion  led  him  later  to  prorogue  it  to  the  first  Thursday 
in  November.  A  series  of  papers  by  Thomson  Mason,  printed  in  June  and  July,  1774, 
in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  and  signed  as  a  British  American,  will  repay  study. 
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the  drafts  in  favour  of  Mr.  Page  that  Ball'e  due  from  you 
to  Mr.  Custis  had  been  greater  than  what  you  make  it  viz 
,£519.7.7.  I  shall  add  no  more  at  present  than  that  I  am,  etc. 

*To  SAMUEL  ATHAWES66 

Williamsburg,  June  1, 1774. 

Sir :  Your  favour  of  the  12th.  of  Feby.  last  came  duely  to  hand 
immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  which  I  wrote  to  Colo.  Fair- 
fax's steward  (who  lives  70  Miles  above  me)  to  know  how 
much  Tobo.  he  had,  and  when  it  would  be  ready,  and  was  sur- 
prized at  receiving  for  answer  that  there  would  not  be  above 
16  Hhds,  and  that  these  could  not  be  got  ready  before  the  10th. 
of  Septr.  As  I  can  see  no  just  cause  for  this  delay,  I  shall  enquire 
into  the  meaning  of  it  and  will  take  the  first  app'y  afterwards 
of  letting  Colo.  Nelson  know  with  certainty  what  Captn. 
punderson  [sic]  may  depend  upon. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  from  your  Letter,  that  Colo.  Fairfax  and  his 
Lady  are  both  recover'd  from  their  Indisposition,  especially  as  a 
report  prevails  in  this  place,  that  she  is,  or  was,  in  a  very  bad  state 
of  Health.  It  gives  me  a  sensible  pleasure  to  hear  also  that  my  old 
acquaintance  and  friend  Mr.Burnaby67  (for  whom  I  entertaind 
a  very  sincere  esteem)  is  well;  we  corrisponded  for  some  years 
after  he  left  this  Country  but  some  how  or  other,  it  insensibly 
dropt,  and  I  had  not  heard  any  direct  acct.  of  him  since  his  re- 
turn from  Leghorn;  permit  me  therefore  through  your  favour 
to  present  my  best  regards  to  him ;  and,  as  I  shall  be  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  giving  you  some  trouble  with  my  Letters  to  Colo. 
Fairfax,  as  an  appology  for  it  to  inform  you  that,  it  is  the  Chan- 
nel of  communication  which  he  himself  adopted  and  required 
me  to  pursue,  permit  me  further  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  etc. 

00  Of  London. 

07  Archdeacon  Andrew  Burnaby. 
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*To  ROBERT  CARY  &  COMPANY 

Williamsburg,  June  i,  1774.68 
Gentn:  Your  Letter  of  the  5th.  of  March  by  Captn.  Peterson 
came  to  my  hands  in  this  City.  In  answer  to  it  I  shall  briefly 
observe  that  I  am  sorry  my  Drafts  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Custis  came 
to  hand  at  an  unseasonable  time;  but  as  his  Guardian  I  could 
let  no  consideration  of  a  Debt  due  from  me  to  you  influence  me 
in  a  purchase  which  I  thought,  and  others  advised  as  tending 
much  to  the  Interest  of  my  Ward.  To  remove  however  as  much 
as  in  my  power  lays  at  this  time  the  inconvenience  you  com- 
plain of  I  have  executed  the  Bond  and  other  Papers  necessary 
for  the  prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  in  order  to  enable  you 
to  receive  the  Money  in  the  Bank  of  England  and  I  have  only  to 
beg  of  you  upon  this  occasion  to  do  it  at  such  a  time  and  in 
such  a  manner  as  will  tend  most  to  my  benefit  as  I  have  no 
other  motive  for  investing  myself  with  this  money  but  to  apply 
it  in  discharge  of  my  debt  to  you.  The  Ball'e  so  soon  as  I  can 
with  convenience  shall  be  remitted  to  you,  and  I  flatter  myself 
it  would  not  have  been  long  before  this  would  finally  have 
been  dischargd  but  for  a  fatal  stroke  which  we  have  lately 
receivd  in  the  destruction  of  our  Wheat  by  a  Frost  (the  like  at 
that  Season  never  known)  which  happened  on  the  4th.  Instt. 
and  which  has  fallen  very  heavy  upon  me  as  I  shall  loose  the 
better  half  of  more  than  1000  Acres  which  I  had  growing  in 
Wheat  equal  (before  this  accident)  to  my  most  flattering  hopes. 
The  Inventory  of  the  Goods  Administred  is  returnd  in  the 
form  drawn  by  Mr.  Waller  the  preamble  to  which  is  rather 
more  full  than  need  be  in  order  to  keep  pace  in  some  measure 
with  the  requisition  and  Bond  which  seems  to  demand  more 

°*In  Washington's  "Diary"  (June  i)  appears  this  entry:  "Went  to  Church  and 
fasted  all  day."  This  was  in  conformity  with  the  vote  of  the  burgesses  to  fast  in 
sympathy  with  Massachusetts  the  day  the  Boston  Port  bill  went  into  effect. 
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than  is  requisite  as  there  is  nothing  unadministred  but  the 
principle  Sum  in  the  Bank  of  England. 

As  I  happened  to  meet  with  your  Letter  at  this  place  where  I 
was  attending  our  Assembly  (and  Mrs.  Washington  with  me) 
I  was  enabled  thereby  to  return  the  requisition  executed  to  the 
aforesaid  Court  without  loss  of  time.  I  have  also  after  reserving 
a  few  Hhds  of  Mr.  Custis's  Tobo.  for  Mr.  Hanbury  (according 
to  promise)  directed  Mr.  Hill  to  put  all  the  residue,  together 
with  the  whole  of  mine  on  board  the  rising  Sun  to  your  ad- 
dress; the  quantity  Mr.  Hill  himself  cannot  yet  ascertain  as  it 
is  not  Inspected,  as  soon  as  I  do  know  net  I  will  write  for 
Insurance  thereon. 

Before  I  conclude  (as  the  whole  of  my  Force  is  in  a  manner 
confind  to  the  growth  of  Wheat  and  Manufacturing  of  it  into 
Flour)  permit  me  to  ask  how  Flour  of  a  good  quality  would 
sell  in  London  ?  What  would  be  the  Freight  of  it  there  ?  and 
Commission  ?  and  whether  if  our  Commerce  with  Great  Britain 
is  kept  open  (which  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  very  great  doubt  at 
present)  you  would  choose  to  accept  a  Commission  to  Sell  one 
or  twohund'dBarr'ls  at  a  time  as  I  could  meet  with  a  convenient 
Freight  (for  it  will  not  do  to  be  put  into  Tobo.  Ships  the  Heat 
thereof  being  too  great  and  apt  to  sower  or  render  the  Flour 
Musty.  Your  answ'r  to  these  queries  will  much  oblige,  etc.69 

*A  COPY  OF  THE  INVENTORY,  REFER'D  TO  IN  LETTER  TO 
ROBERT  CARY  &  CO.  DATED  JUNE  1,  1774 

Virginia,  June  i,  1774. 
An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Danl.  Parke  Custis  Esqr.  which  came  to 
my  hands  or  the  hands  of  my  Attorney  under  the  general  Letters  of 
Administration  of  the  said  Decedents  Estate  Granted  by  the  Arch  Bishop 
of  Canterbury  in  the  year  1774  Inventories  of  the  Virginia  Estate  having 
been  returnd  to  the  Court  in  that  Colony  where  Administration  was 

08  The  letter  sent  is  in  the  Huntington  Library. 
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granted  to  me  and  the  money  due  from  the  Merchants  in  England  to  that 

Estate  having  been  also  Accounted  for  to  the  General  Court  of  Virginia. 

One  thousand  Six  hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds  in  the  Bank  of  England." 

(Signed)    Martha  Washington. 

*To  GEORGE  WILLIAM  FAIRFAX 

Williamsburg,  June  10,  1774. 

Dear  Sir:  In  my  way  to  this  place  I  met  with  your  Letter  of 
the  10th.  of  Jany.  at  Dumfries.  In  consequence  of  which  I  im- 
mediately wrote  to  Mr.  Willis71  (having  an  opportunity  so  to 
do)  desiring  him  to  go  to  Belvoir,  and  after  examining  and 
considering  every  thing  maturely,  to  give  me  his  opinion  of 
the  Rent  which  ought  to  be  set  upon  your  Interest  there  (col- 
lectively or  seperately)  that  I  might,  by  knowing  the  opinion 
of  others,  be  enabled,  as  I  intended  to  advertise  the  Renting  of 
it  as  soon  as  I  came  to  this  place,  to  give  answers  to  any  appli- 
cation's which  should  be  made;  what  follows  is  his  answer  as 
I  wrote  both  to  Berkeley  and  Belvr.  as  he  was  expected  at  the 
latter  place. 

See  his  Letter  from  the  Beginning 

Whether  Mr.  Willis  is  under,  or  over  the  Notch,  time  only 
can  determine.  I  wish  he  may  not  have  exceeded  it,  although 
I  apprehend  you  will  be  disappointed  at  his  estimate  for  you 
will  please  to  consider,  that,  there  are  very  few  People  who  are 
of  ability  to  pay  a  Rent  equivalent  to  the  Interest  of  the  Money 
which  such  buildings  may  have  cost,  who  are  not  either  already 

10  This  stock  had  been  acquired  by  Col.  John  Custis  and  from  him  descended  to  his 
son  Daniel  Parke  Custis;  by  him  it  was  bequeathed  to  his  daughter  Martha  Parke 
Custis.  On  her  death  half  of  this  £  1.650  reverted  to  Martha  Washington  and  so,  by 
law,  became  George  Washington's  property  and  the  other  half  became  vested  in  John 
Parke  Custis.  The  Revolutionary  War  did  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  this  holding, 
and  after  the  conflict  matters  subsided  to  their  normal  footing.  The  above  record  in 
the  Washington  "  Letter  Book  "  is  in  the  writing  of  Washington. 

"Francis  Willis. 
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provided  with  a  Seat,  or  would  choose  to  buy  one,  in  order  to 
Improove  it;  chance  indeed,  may  throw  a  Person  peculiarly  cir- 
cumstanc'd  in  the  way,  by  which  means  a  good  Rent  may  be 
had,  but  this  is  to  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  lucky  hit  not  as 
a  matter  of  expectation;  for  the  generalty  of  Renters  would 
72 ]  House  than  if  the  Land  was  totally  divested  of  It;  and 
as  to  your  Fishery  at  the  Racoon  Branch,  I  think  you  will 
be  disappointed  there  likewise  as  there  is  no  Landing  on  this 
side  the  River  that  Rents  for  more  than  one  half  of  what 
you  expect  for  that,  and  that  on  the  other  side  opposite  to  you 
(equally  good  they  say)  to  be  had  at  £  15  Maryld.  Curry,  how- 
ever Sir  every  notice  that  can,  shall  be  given  of  their  disposal 
and  nothing  in  my  power,  wanting  to  put  them  of  to  the  best 
advantage  in  the  manner  desir'd.  I  have  already  advertizd  the 
Publick  of  this  matter,  also  of  the  Sale  of  your  Furniture,  as 
you  may  see  by  the  Inclosd  Gazette,  which  I  send,  as  it  contains 
some  acct.  of  our  American  transactions  respecting  the  oppres- 
sive and  arbitrary  Act  of  Parliament  for  stopping  up  the  Port 
and  commerce  of  Boston;  The  Advertisements  are  in  Mr.  Rinds 
Gazette  also;  and  the  one  relative  to  Renting  shall  be  put  into 
the  Papers  of  Maryland  and  Pensylvania  whilst  the  other  is 
already  printed  in  hand  Bills,  and  shall  be  distributed  in  the 
several  Counties  and  Parts  round  about  us,  that  notice  thereof 
may  be  as  general  as  possible ;  the  other  parts  of  your  Letter  rel- 
ative to  the  removal  of  your  Negro's  stock  &ca.  shall  be  com- 
plied with  and  you  may  rely  upon  it  that  your  Intention  of  not 
returning  to  Virginia  shall  never  transpire  from  me  though  give 
me  leave  to  add  by  way  of  caution  to  you  that  a  belief  of  this 
sort  generally  prevails  and  hath  done  so  for  sometime  whether 
from  Peoples  conjectures,  or  anything  you  may  have  dropt  I 
know  not.   I  have  never  heard  the  most  distant  Insinuation 


"Spaces  between  brackets  in  this  letter  indicate  mutilated  manuscript. 
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of  Lord  Dunmore's  wanting  Belvoir  nor  am  I  inclined  to 
think  he  does  as  he  talks  much  of  a  Place  he  has  purchased 
near  the  Warm  Springs.  In  Short  I  do  not  know  of  any  Person 
at  present  that  is  Inclind  that  way.  I  shall  look  for  your  Bonds 
when  I  return,  and  do  with  them  as  directed.  Your  Book  of 
Accts.  I  found  in  your  Escruitore,  and  never  heard  of  a  Bal- 
lances  drawn  or  Settlement  thereof  made  by  Messrs.  Adam  & 
Campbell  but  will  now  endeavour  to  do  this  myself. 

[Inclosd  you  have  a  Copy  of  the  Acct.  I  settled  before  I  left 
home  with  Mr.  Craven  Peyton;  as  also  of  my  Acct.  with  you  in 
which  you  will  perceive  a  charge  for  your  Pew  in  the  New 
Church  at  Pohick  which  is  now  conveyed  to  you  by  the  Vestry 
and  upon  Record.  The  Bake,  of  this  Acct.  to  with  £  is 

now  Exchangd  for  Bills  and  remit  viz]73 

Our  Assembly  met  at  this  place  the  4th.  Ulto.  according  to 
Prorogation,  and  was  dissolved  the  26th.  for  entering  into  a 
resolve  of  which  the  Inclosd  is  a  Copy,  and  which  the  Govr. 
thought  reflected  too  much  upon  his  Majesty,  and  the  British 
Parliament  to  pass  over  unnoticed ;  this  Dissolution  was  as  sud- 
den as  unexpected  for  there  were  other  resolves  of  a  much  more 
spirited  nature  ready  to  be  ofrerd  to  the  House  wch.  would 
have  been  unanimously  adopted  respecting  the  Boston  Port 
Bill  as  it  is  calld  but  were  withheld  till  the  Important  business 
of  the  Country  could  be  gone  through.  As  the  case  stands 
the  assembly  sat  In  22  day's  for  nothing,  not  a  Bill  being 
]  from  the  rising  of  the  Court  to  the  day  of  the  Disso- 
lution and  came  either  to  advise,  or  [  ]  the  Measure.  The 
day  after  this  Event  the  Members  convend  themselves  at  the 
Raleigh  Tavern  and  enterd  into  the  Inclosd  Association  which 
being  followed  two  days  after  by  an  Express  from  Boston  ac- 
companied by  the  Sentiments  of  some  Meetings  in  our  Sister 

The  paragraph  between  brackets  was  crossed  out  by  Washington. 
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Colonies  to  the  Northwd.  the  proceedings  mentiond  in  the 
Inclos'd  Papers  were  had  thereupon  and  a  general  meeting  re- 
quested of  all  the  late  Representatives  in  this  City  on  the  first 
of  August  when  it  is  hopd,  and  expected  that  some  vigorous 
[and  effectual]  measures  will  be  effectually  adopted  to  obtain 
that  justice  which  is  denied  to  our  Petitions  and  Remonstrances 
[and  Prayers] ;  in  short  the  Ministry  may  rely  on  it  that  Amer- 
icans will  never  be  tax'd  without  their  own  consent  that  the 
cause  of  Boston  the  despotick  Measures  in  respect  to  it  I  mean 
now  is  and  ever  will  be  considerd  as  the  cause  of  America  (not 
that  we  approve  their  conduct  in  destroyg.  the  Tea)  and  that 
we  shall  not  suffer  ourselves  to  be  sacrificed  by  piece  meals 
though  god  only  knows  what  is  to  become  of  us,  threatned  as 
we  are  with  so  many  hoverg.  evils  as  hang  over  us  at  present; 
having  a  cruel  and  blood  thirsty  Enemy  upon  our  Backs,  the 
Indians,  between  whom  and  our  Frontier  Inhabitants  many 
Skirmishes  have  happnd,  and  with  whom  a  general  War  is 
inevitable  whilst  those  from  whom  we  have  a  right  to  seek  pro- 
tection are  endeavouring  by  every  piece  of  Art  and  despotism 
to  fix  the  Shackles  of  Slavery  upon  us.  This  Disolution  which 
it  is  said  and  believd,  will  not  be  followed  by  an  Election  till 
Instructions  are  receivd  from  the  Ministry  has  left  us  without 
the  means  of  Defence  except  under  the  old  Militia  Invasion 
Laws  which  are  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  exigency's  of  the 
Country  for  from  the  best  Accts.  we  have  been  able  to  get,  there 
is  a  confederacy  of  the  Western,  and  Southern  Indian's  formd 
against  us  and  our  Settlements  over  the  Alligany  Mountains 
indeed  in  Hampshire,  Augusta  &ca.  are  in  the  utmost  Con- 
sternation and  distress  in  short  since  the  first  Settlemt.  of  this 
Colony  the  Minds  of  People  in  it  never  were  more  disturbd,  or 
our  Situation  so  critical  as  at  present;  arising  as  I  have  said  be- 
fore from  an  Invasion  of  our  Rights  and  Priviledges  by  the 
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Mother  Country;  and  our  lives  and  properties  by  the  Savages 
whilst  Cruel  Frost  succeeded  by  as  cruel  a  drought  contributed 
not  a  little  to  our  unhappy  Situation,  tho  it  is  now  thought  the 
Injury  done  to  wheat  by  the  frost  is  not  so  great  as  was  at  first 
apprehended;  the  present  opinion  being  that  take  the  Country 
through  half  crops  will  be  made;  to  these  may  be  added  and  a 
matter  of  no  small  moment  they  are  that  a  total  stop  is  now  put 
to  our  Courts  of  Justice  (for  want  of  a  Fee  Bill,  which  expird  the 
12th.  of  April  last)  and  the  want  of  Circulating  Cash  amongst 
Us;  for  shameful  it  is  that  the  meeting  of  Merchants  which 
ought  to  have  been  at  this  place  the  25th.  of  April,  never  hap- 
pend  till  Eight  about  10  [days]  ago,  and  I  believe  will  break  up 
in  a  manner  very  dissatisfactory  to  every  one  if  not  injurious  to 
their  Characters. 

I  have  lately  been  applied  to  by  Mr.  Robt.  Rutherford  to  join 
(as  your  Attorney)  in  the  Conveyance  of  the  Bloomery  Tract 
and  Works;74  but  as  I  never  had  any  particular  Instructions 
from  you  on  this  head,  and  know  nothing  of  the  Situation 
and  Circumstances  of  the  matter  I  have  told  them  that  I  must 
receive  directions  from  you  on  the  Subject  before  I  do  any- 
thing in  it  and  I  desired  him  therefore  to  relate  the  case  as  it 
stands  which  is  Inclos'd  in  his  own  Words.  He  is  urgent  to 
have  this  business  executed  and  seems  to  signify  that  you  can- 
not expect  any  part  of  the  money  till  you  have  jond  in  the  Con- 
veyance. June  15th.  My  Patience  is  entirely  exhausted  in  wait- 
ing till  the  business  as  they  call  it  is  done,  or  in  other  words  till 
the  exchange  is  fix'd.  I  have  therefore  left  your  Money  with 
Colo.  Fieldg.  Lewis  to  dispose  of  for  a  Bill  of  ^200  Sterg.  which 
I  suppose  will  be  near  the  amt.  of  the  Currt.  Money  in  my 
hands  as  there  are  Advertisements,  hand  Bills,  Bonds  &ca.  to 
pay  for  preparatory  to  the  Sale  of  your  Furniture  and  am  now 

74 Iron  works. 
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hurrying  home,  in  order,  if  we  have  any  wheat  to  Harvest  that 
I  may  be  present  at  it. 

Mrs.  Fairfax's  Friends  in  this  place  and  at  Hampton  are 
all  well  (I  suppose  she  has  long  ago  heard  of  the  death  of 
her  Brothers  Second  Son)  my  best  wishes  attend  her  and  you 
and  I  am,  etc.75 

To  EDWARD  SNICKERS76 

Williamsburg,  June  16, 1774. 

Sir:  Inclosed  you  will  receive  Mr.  Hughes's77  warrant  (in  his 
own  right)  for  2,000  acres  of  Land,  the  getting  of  which,  at 
this  time  he  must  look  upon  as  a  very  great  favour,  as  the  Gov- 
ernor has  dispensed  with  two  positive  instructions  to  oblige 
him.  He  would  not  grant  a  Warrant  for  the  other  claim  under 
Johnston,  Hughes  was  very  negligent  in  not  sending  the  former 
Certificates  granted  him :  I  wish  you  would  get  in  that  which 
was  given  him  by  Colo.  Byrd,  as  it  will  have  a  bad  look,  if  it 
shou'd  ever  appear. 

I  got  a  Gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  in  Maryland,  to  men- 
tion his  case  to  Governor  Eden,  who  promised  to  have  the 
matter  enquired  into,  and  do  what  he  could  for  his  relief: 

75 The  text  is  from  a  much  corrected  draft,  for  which  the  editor  is  indebted  to  Dr. 
A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach.  Most  of  the  changes  of  expression  are,  however,  a  mere  clarify- 
ing of  sense.  The  elimination  and  substitution  for  the  third  paragraph  is  worthy  of 
study.  A  few  words  that  Washington  eliminated  have  been  retained  for  their  value; 
they  are  inclosed  in  brackets.  On  June  25  Washington  wrote  a  final  brief  letter  on  the 
bill  of  exchange  asfollows:  "Aslam  just  leaving  Town  as  also  your  Money  in  the  hands 
of  Colo.  Lewis,  to  buy  a  Bill  of  £  200  Sterlg.  with  this  letter  only  serves  to  cover  the 
first  draft,  being  left  open  for  that  purpose." 

78  Captain  Snickers  lived  at  a  pass  in  the  Blue  Ridge  through  which  the  Shen- 
andoah River  was  crossed  by  old  Castleman's  Ferry.  Snickers  Gap  has  been  lost 
in  the  name  Bluemont,  Va.  The  captain  saw  service  in  the  French  and  Indian  War 
and  was  well  known  to  Washington,  who  offered  him  the  appointment  of  Wagon 
Master  General  in  the  Continental  Army.  Snickers  declined  on  the  ground  of  age. 

"William  Hughes  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Virginia  Regiment.  Snickers  had  pur- 
chased Hughes's  land  rights  and  offered  to  subscribe  £  10  toward  getting  him  out  of 
jail,  in  which  he  had  been  confined  for  the  last  two  years  for  some  unmentioned 
offense.  Hughes's  name  does  not  appear  among  those  noted  in  Washington's  copy  of 
the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  council,  of  all  petitions,  etc.,  recorded  for  the  bounty 
lands  to  Virginia  soldiers.  This  copy,  dated  July  14,  1769,  is  in  private  hands,  but  a 
photostat  of  it  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  It  shows  that  there  were  many  claimants 
whose  names  are  not  given. 
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why  it  has  not  been  done  I  cannot  tell,  but  if  my  contributing 
twenty,  or  twenty  five  pounds  to  his  relief  will  procure  liberty 
to  him,  you  may  set  me  down  for  that  sum,  and  I  will  pay  it 
at  any  time  when  the  subscription  is  full;  but  how  is  he  to  get 
over  the  other  matter,  of  giving  Maryland  security  for  his  good 
behaviour,  I  know  not.  You  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  can  tell  better  than  I,  I  am,  etc. 

To  BRYAN  FAIRFAX 

Mount  Vernon,  July  4, 1774. 

Dear  Sir:  John78  has  just  delivered  to  me  your  favor  of  yes- 
terday, which  I  shall  be  obliged  to  answer  in  a  more  concise 
manner,  than  I  could  wish,  as  I  am  very  much  engaged  in  rais- 
ing one  of  the  additions  to  my  house,  which  I  think  (perhaps  it 
is  fancy)  goes  on  better  whilst  I  am  present,  than  in  my  absence 
from  the  workmen. 

I  own  to  you,  Sir,  I  wished  much  to  hear  of  your  making  an 
open  declaration  of  taking  a  poll  for  this  county,  upon  Colonel 
West's  publicly  declining  last  Sunday;  and  I  should  have  writ- 
ten to  you  on  the  subject,  but  for  information  then  received 
from  several  gentlemen  in  the  churchyard,  of  your  having  re- 
fused to  do  so,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  your  letter;79  upon 
which,  as  I  think  the  country  never  stood  more  in  need  of  men 
of  abilities  and  liberal  sentiments  than  now,  I  entreated  several 

,s  John  Alton. 

79 The  poll  here  mentioned  was  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  House  of  Bur- 
gesses. Mr.  Fairfax  declined,  as  he  said,  chiefly  because  he  thought  he  could  not  give 
satisfaction  at  that  time;  for  he  should  think  himself  bound  to  oppose  strong  meas- 
ures, and  was  in  favor  of  petitioning,  and  giving  Parliament  a  fair  opportunity  of 
repealing  their  obnoxious  acts.  "There  are  scarce  any  at  Alexandria,"  he  adds,  "of 
my  opinion;  and  though  the  few  I  have  elsewhere  conversed  with  on  the  Subject  are 
so,  yet  from  them  I  could  learn,  that  many  thought  otherwise;  so  that  I  believe  I 
should  at  this  time  give  general  Dissatisfaction,  and  therefore  it  would  be  more  proper 
to  decline,  even  upon  this  Account,  as  well  as  because  it  would  necessarily  lead  me 
into  great  Expenses,  which  my  Circumstances  will  not  allow  of."  The  entire  letter, 
which  is  in  the  Washington  Papers,  is  printed  in  Hamilton's  Letters  to  Washington, 
vol.  5,  p.  19. 
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gentlemen  at  our  church  yesterday  to  press  Colonel  Mason80  to 
take  a  poll,  as  I  really  think  Major  Broadwater,81  though  a  good 
man,  might  do  as  well  in  the  discharge  of  his  domestic  con- 
cerns, as  in  the  capacity  of  a  legislator.  And  therefore  I  again 
express  my  wish,  that  either  you  or  Colonel  Mason  would  offer. 
I  can  be  of  little  assistance  to  either,  because  I  early  laid  it  down 
as  a  maxim  not  to  propose  myself,  and  solicit  for  a  second. 

As  to  your  political  sentiments,  I  would  heartily  join  you  in 
them,  so  far  as  relates  to  a  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  the 
throne,  provided  there  was  the  most  distant  hope  of  success. 
But  have  we  not  tried  this  already  ?  Have  we  not  addressed  the 
Lords,  and  remonstrated  to  the  Commons  ?  And  to  what  end  ? 
Did  they  deign  to  look  at  our  petitions  ?  Does  it  not  appear,  as 
clear  as  the  sun  in  its  meridian  brightness,  that  there  is  a  reg- 
ular, systematic  plan  formed  to  fix  the  right  and  practice  of 
taxation  upon  us?  Does  not  the  uniform  conduct  of  Parlia- 
ment for  some  years  past  confirm  this  ?  Do  not  all  the  debates, 
especially  those  just  brought  to  us,  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  side  of  government,  expressly  declare  that  America  must 
be  taxed  in  aid  of  the  British  funds,  and  that  she  has  no  longer 
resources  within  herself?  Is  there  any  thing  to  be  expected 
from  petitioning  after  this?  Is  not  the  attack  upon  the  liberty  and 
property  of  the  people  of  Boston,  before  restitution  of  the  loss 
to  the  India  Company  was  demanded,  a  plain  and  self-evident 
proof  of  what  they  are  aiming  at?  Do  not  the  subsequent 
bills  (now  I  dare  say  acts),  for  depriving  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  of  its  charter,  and  for  transporting  offenders  into  other  col- 
onies or  to  Great  Britain  for  trial,  where  it  is  impossible  from 
the  nature  of  the  thing  that  justice  can  be  obtained,  convince  us 


'Col.  George  Mason. 
'Charles  Broadwater. 
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that  the  administration  is  determined  to  stick  at  nothing  to 
carry  its  point?  Ought  we  not,  then,  to  put  our  virtue  and 
fortitude  to  the  severest  test  ? 

With  you  I  think  it  a  folly  to  attempt  more  than  we  can  exe- 
cute, as  that  will  not  only  bring  disgrace  upon  us,  but  weaken 
our  cause;  yet  I  think  we  may  do  more  than  is  generally  be- 
lieved, in  respect  to  the  non-importation  scheme.  As  to  the 
withholding  of  our  remittances,  that  is  another  point,  in  which 
I  own  I  have  my  doubts  on  several  accounts,  but  principally 
on  that  of  justice;  for  I  think,  whilst  we  are  accusing  others  of 
injustice,  we  should  be  just  ourselves;  and  how  this  can  be, 
whilst  we  owe  a  considerable  debt,  and  refuse  payment  of  it 
to  Great  Britain,  is  to  me  inconceivable.  Nothing  but  the  last 
extremity,  I  think,  can  justify  it.  Whether  this  is  now  come, 
is  the  question. 

I  began  with  telling  you,  that  I  was  to  write  a  short  letter. 
My  paper  informs  me  I  have  done  otherwise.  I  shall  hope  to 
see  you  to-morrow,  at  the  meeting  of  the  county  in  Alexandria, 
when  these  points  are  to  be  considered.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  humble  servant.82 


82The  text  is  from  Ford.  The  following  entry  appears  in  Washington's  "Diary": 
"  1774,  July  5.  Went  up  to  Alexandria  to  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  County. 
Dined  at  Arrell's,  and  lodged  at  my  own  House.  6.  Dined  at  Doctr.  Brown's,  and  re- 
turned home  in  the  Eveng.  14.  Went  up  to  Alexandria  to  the  Election,  where  I  was 
chosen,  together  with  Major  Broadwater,  Burgess.  Staid  all  night  to  a  Ball.  17.  Col. 
Mason  came  in  the  afternoon,  and  staid  all  Night.  18.  Went  up  to  Alexandria  to  a 
Meeting  of  the  County.  Returnd  in  the  evening." 

The  inhabitants  of  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  had  assembled  and  appointed  a  committee 
for  drawing  up  resolutions  expressive  of  their  sentiments  on  the  great  topics  which 
agitated  the  country.  Washington,  George  Mason,  and  others  were  on  this  committee. 
The  report  prepared  by  the  committee  is  generally  known  as  the  Fairfax  Resolutions, 
which  were  presented  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  at  the  courthouse  in 
Fairfax  County  on  July  18.  The  resolves,  in  Mason's  writing,  are  in  the  Washington 
Papers.  They  are  printed  in  Force's  American  Archives,  Fourth  Series,  vol.  1,  597. 
Mr.  Bryan  Fairfax,  who  had  been  present  on  former  occasions,  not  approving  all  the 
resolutions,  absented  himself  from  this  meeting  and  wrote  a  long  letter  (July  17)  to 
the  chairman,  stating  his  views  and  objections,  with  the  request  that  it  should  be 
publicly  read. 
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To  BRYAN  FAIRFAX 

Mount  Vernon,  July  20,  1774. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  17th  was  not  presented  to  me  till 
after  the  resolutions,  (which  were  adjudged  advisable  for  this 
county  to  come  to),  had  been  revised,  altered,  and  corrected 
in  the  committee;  nor  till  we  had  gone  into  a  general  meeting  in 
the  court-house,  and  my  attention  necessarily  called  every  mo- 
ment to  the  business  that  was  before  it.83  I  did,  however,  upon 
receipt  of  it,  (in  that  hurry  and  bustle,)  hastily  run  it  over,  and 
handed  it  round  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  bench  of  which  there 


S3Mr.  Fairfax  had  written  (July  17):  "I  come  now  to  consider  a  Resolve,  which 
ought  to  be  the  most  objected  to,  as  tending  more  to  widen  the  Breach,  and  prevent  a 
Reconciliation  than  any  other.  I  mean  that,  wherein  the  Authority  of  Parliament  is 
almost  in  every  Instance  denied.  Something  similar  to  this,  though  more  imprudent, 
is  the  most  exceptionable  part  of  the  Conduct  of  some  in  New  England.  It  has  been 
asserted  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  America  has  been  gradually  encroaching; 
that,  as  they  have  given  up  points,  we  have  insisted  on  more.  The  Fact  is  true,  as  to 
Encroachment,  but  the  Reason  assigned  is  wrong.  It  is  not  because  they  have  given 
up  Points,  but  because  they  have  not  given  them  up,  that  we  out  of  Resentment  de- 
mand more  than  we  at  first  thought  of.  But  however  natural  it  is  for  people  incensed 
to  increase  their  Claims,  and  whatever  our  Anger  may  induce  us  to  say,  in  calm 
deliberations  we  should  not  insist  on  any  Thing  unreasonable.  We  have  all  along 
submitted  to  the  Authority  of  Parliament.  From  the  first  Settlement  of  the  Colonies  I 
believe  there  never  was  an  Act  of  Parliament  disputed,  till  the  famous  Stamp  Act.  It 
is  a  maxim  in  law,  that  all  the  acts  made  since  the  settlement  of  the  colonies  do  not 
extend  here,  unless  the  colonies  are  particularly  named;  therefore  all  acts  wherein  they 
are  included  do  extend  here. 

"When  the  Stamp  Act  was  repealed,  it  was  said,  and  I  did  not  hear  it  contradicted, 
that  the  Americans  objected  to  internal  Taxes,  but  not  to  external  Duties.  When  the 
Duty  on  Tea  was  laid,  as  an  external  Duty,  we  objected  to  it,  and  with  some  Reason, 
because  it  was  not  for  the  regulation  of  Trade,  but  for  the  express  purpose  of  raising 
a  Revenue.  This  was  deemed  a  small  encroachment  on  our  first  Demands.  Some  now 
object  to  the  Authority,  which  has  established  and  regulated  the  Post-Office,  a  very 
useful  Regulation.  Others  deny  their  Authority  in  regard  to  our  Internal  Affairs.  If 
we  go  on  at  this  Rate,  it  is  impossible,  that  the  Troubles  of  America  should  ever  have 
an  End.  Whatever  we  may  wish  to  be  the  Case,  it  becomes  good  subjects  to  submit 
to  the  Constitution  of  their  Country.  Whenever  a  political  Establishment  has  been 
settled,  it  ought  to  be  considered  what  that  is,  and  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  To  fix  a 
contrary  principle  is  to  lay  the  Foundation  of  continual  Broils  and  Revolutions. 

"The  Parliament  from  Prescription  have  a  Right  to  make  Laws  binding  on  the 
Colonies,  except  those  imposing  Taxes.  From  prescription  the  Americans  are  exempt 
from  taxation.  Let  us  stand  upon  good  Ground  in  our  Opposition,  otherwise  many 
upon  Reflection  may  desert  the  cause.  Therefore  I  hope  some  Alteration  will  be  made 
in  the  2d  Resolve,  or  that  nothing  under  this  Head  will  be  mentioned." 

The  entire  letter,  which  is  in  the  Washington  Papers,  is  printed  in  Hamilton's 
Letters  to  Washington,  vol.  5,  p.  22. 
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were  many;  but,  as  no  person  present  seemed  in  the  least  dis- 
posed to  adopt  your  sentiments,  as  there  appeared  a  perfect 
satisfaction  and  acquiescence  in  the  measures  proposed  (except 
from  a  Mr.  Williamson,  who  was  for  adopting  your  advice 
literally,  without  obtaining  a  second  voice  on  his  side),  and  as 
the  gentlemen,  to  whom  the  letter  was  shown,  advised  me  not 
to  have  it  read,  as  it  was  not  like  to  make  a  convert,  and  re- 
pugnant, (some  of  them  thought,)  to  the  very  principle  we 
were  contending  for,  I  forbore  to  offer  it  otherwise  than  in  the 
manner  above  mentioned;  which  I  shall  be  sorry  for,  if  it  gives 
you  any  dissatisfaction  in  not  having  your  sentiments  read  to 
the  county  at  large,  instead  of  communicating  them  to  the  first 
people  in  it,  by  offering  them  the  letter  in  the  manner  I  did. 
That  I  differ  very  widely  from  you,  in  respect  to  the  mode  of 
obtaining  a  defeat  [repeal]  of  the  acts  so  much  and  so  justly 
complained  of,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  acknowledge;  and  that 
this  difference  in  opinion  may  probably  proceed  from  the  dif- 
ferent constructions  we  put  upon  the  conduct  and  intention  of 
the  ministry  may  also  be  true;  but,  as  I  see  nothing,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  induce  a  belief  that  the  Parliament  would  embrace  a 
favorable  opportunity  of  repealing  acts,  which  they  go  on  with 
great  rapidity  to  pass,  and  in  order  to  enforce  their  tyrannical 
system;  and,  on  the  other,  I  observe,  or  think  I  observe,  that 
government  is  pursuing  a  regular  plan  at  the  expense  of  law 
and  justice  to  overthrow  our  constitutional  rights  and  liberties, 
how  can  I  expect  any  redress  from  a  measure,  which  has  been 
ineffectually  tried  already  ?  For,  Sir,  what  is  it  we  are  contend- 
ing against  ?  Is  it  against  paying  the  duty  of  three  pence  per 
pound  on  tea  because  burthensome  ?  No,  it  is  the  right  only, 
we  have  all  along  disputed,  and  to  this  end  we  have  already 
petitioned  his  Majesty  in  as  humble  and  dutiful  manner  as  sub- 
jects could  do.  Nay,  more,  we  applied  to  the  House  of  Lords 
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and  House  of  Commons  in  their  different  legislative  capacities, 
setting  forth,  that,  as  Englishmen,  we  could  not  be  deprived  of 
this  essential  and  valuable  part  of  a  constitution.  If,  then,  as  the 
fact  really  is,  it  is  against  the  right  of  taxation  that  we  now  do, 
and,  (as  I  before  said,)  all  along  have  contended,  why  should 
they  suppose  an  exertion  of  this  power  would  be  less  obnoxious 
now  than  formerly?  And  what  reasons  have  we  to  believe, 
that  they  would  make  a  second  attempt,  while  the  same  senti- 
ments filled  the  breast  of  every  American,  if  they  did  not 
intend  to  enforce  it  if  possible  ? 

The  conduct  of  the  Boston  people  could  not  justify  the  rigor 
of  their  measures,  unless  there  had  been  a  requisition  of  pay- 
ment and  refusal  of  it ;  nor  did  that  measure  require  an  act  to 
deprive  the  government  of  Massachusetts  Bay  of  their  charter, 
or  to  exempt  offenders  from  trial  in  the  place  where  offences 
were  committed,  as  there  was  not,  nor  could  not  be,  a  single 
instance  produced  to  manifest  the  necessity  of  it.  Are  not  all 
these  things  self  evident  proofs  of  a  fixed  and  uniform  plan  to 
tax  us  ?  If  we  want  further  proofs,  do  not  all  the  debates  in  the 
Huse  of  Commons  serve  to  confirm  this  ?  And  has  not  General 
Gage's  conduct  since  his  arrival,  (in  stopping  the  address  of 
his  Council,  and  publishing  a  proclamation  more  becoming  a 
Turkish  bashaw,  than  an  English  governor,  declaring  it  treason 
to  associate  in  any  manner  by  which  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain  is  to  be  affected,)  exhibited  an  unexampled  testimony 
of  the  most  despotic  system  of  tyranny,  that  ever  was  practised 
in  a  free  government  ?  In  short,  what  further  proofs  are  wanted 
to  satisfy  one  of  the  designs  of  the  ministry,  than  their  own 
acts,  which  are  uniform  and  plainly  tending  to  the  same  point, 
nay,  if  I  mistake  not,  avowedly  to  fix  the  right  of  taxation? 
What  hope  then  from  petitioning,  when  they  tell  us,  that  now 
or  never  is  the  time  to  fix  the  matter  ?  Shall  we,  after  this,  whine 
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and  cry  for  relief,  when  we  have  already  tried  it  in  vain  ?  Or 
shall  we  supinely  sit  and  see  one  province  after  another  fall  a 
prey  to  despotism  ?  If  I  was  in  any  doubt,  as  to  the  right  which 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  had  to  tax  us  without  our  con- 
sent, I  should  most  heartily  coincide  with  you  in  opinion,  that 
to  petition,  and  petition  only,  is  the  proper  method  to  apply  for 
relief;  because  we  should  then  be  asking  a  favor,  and  not  claim- 
ing a  right,  which,  by  the  law  of  nature  and  our  constitution, 
we  are,  in  my  opinion,  indubitably  entitled  to.  I  should  even 
think  it  criminal  to  go  further  than  this,  under  such  an  idea; 
but  none  such  I  have.  I  think  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
hath  no  more  right  to  put  their  hands  into  my  pocket,  without 
my  consent,  than  I  have  to  put  my  hands  into  yours  for  money ; 
and  this  being  already  urged  to  them  in  a  firm,  but  decent 
manner,  by  all  the  colonies,  what  reason  is  there  to  expect  any 
thing  from  their  justice  ? 

As  to  the  resolution  for  addressing  the  throne,  I  own  to  you, 
Sir,  I  think  the  whole  might  as  well  have  been  expunged.  I 
expect  nothing  from  the  measure,  nor  should  my  voice  have 
accompanied  it,  if  the  non-importation  scheme  was  intended 
to  be  retarded  by  it;84  or  I  am  convinced,  as  much  as  I  am  of 
my  existence,  that  there  is  no  relief  but  in  their  distress;  and 


"Among  the  Alexandria  resolves,  which  were  the  subject  of  Mr.  Fairfax's  letter 
(July  17),  there  was  one  for  petitioning  the  King.  In  relation  to  this,  he  wrote: 
"I  hope  it  will  be  recommended,  that,  if  a  Petition  should  be  agreed  upon,  and  sent 
Home  by  the  general  Congress,  No  Conditional  Resolutions,  which  may  be  formed  at 
the  time,  should  be  published  until  it  is  known,  that  the  Petition  has  had  no  Effect. 
For  we  should  otherwise  destroy  the  very  Intention  of  it.  To  petition  and  to  threaten 
at  the  same  time  seem  to  be  inconsistent.  It  might  be  of  Service  with  the  Ministry,  if 
they  have  evil  Designs,  to  know  the  Dispositions  of  the  People  here.  I  am  sure  that 
sufficiently  appears  from  what  has  already  been  published.  And  if  that  appears,  no 
Threatenings  ought  to  accompany  the  Petition.  It  ought  to  be  as  modest  as  possible, 
without  descending  to  Meanness.  There  is  one  Expression,  then,  in  one  of  our  Re- 
solves, which  I  much  object  to;  that  is,  a  Hint  to  the  King,  that,  if  his  Majesty  will 
not  comply,  there  lies  but  one  Appeal.  This  ought  surely  to  be  erased.  There  are  two 
Methods  proposed  to  effect  a  Repeal;  the  one  by  Petition,  the  other  by  Compulsion. 
They  ought  then  to  be  kept  separate  and  distinct,  and  we  shall  find  few  for  joining 
them  together,  who  are  not  rather  against  the  Former." 
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I  think,  at  least  I  hope,  that  there  is  public  virtue  enough  left 
among  us  to  deny  ourselves  every  thing  but  the  bare  necessaries 
of  life  to  accomplish  this  end.  This  we  have  a  right  to  do,  and 
no  power  upon  earth  can  compel  us  to  do  otherwise,  till  they 
have  first  reduced  us  to  the  most  abject  state  of  slavery  that  ever 
was  designed  for  mankind.  The  stopping  our  exports  would, 
no  doubt,  be  a  shorter  cut  than  the  other  to  effect  this  purpose; 
but  if  we  owe  money  to  Great  Britain,  nothing  but  the  last 
necessity  can  justify  the  non-payment  of  it;  and,  therefore,  I  have 
great  doubts  upon  this  head,  and  wish  to  see  the  other  method 
first  tried,  which  is  legal  and  will  facilitate  these  payments. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  some  concern,  that 
I  should  differ  so  widely  in  sentiment  from  you,  in  a  matter 
of  such  great  moment  and  general  import;  and  should  much 
distrust  my  own  judgment  upon  the  occasion,  if  my  nature 
did  not  recoil  at  the  thought  of  submitting  to  measures,  which 
I  think  subversive  of  every  thing  that  I  ought  to  hold  dear  and 
valuable,  and  did  I  not  find,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  voice 
of  mankind  is  with  me. 

I  must  apologize  for  sending  you  so  rough  a  sketch  of  my 
thoughts  upon  your  letter.  When  I  looked  back,  and  saw  the 
length  of  my  own,  I  could  not,  as  I  am  also  a  good  deal  hur- 
ried at  this  time,  bear  the  thoughts  of  making  off  a  fair  copy. 
I  am,  &c.85 

*To  OSGOOD  HANBURY  &  COMPANY 

Williamsburg,  August  4, 1774. 
Gentn:  A  few  days  after  receipt  of  your  Letters  by  Captn. 
Eston  and  giving  him  orders  for  Twelve  Hogshead  of  Tobo. 
(as  mentioned  in  my  last  of  the  first  of  June)  I  came  to  the 

85 The  text  is  from  Ford. 
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knowledge  of  your  having  noted  the  Bills  which  I  drew  in  be- 
half of  my  Ward  Mr.  Custis  and  in  favour  of  John  Page  Esqr. 
for  Protest  although  it  since  appears  by  your  Acct.  that  you  did 
afterwards  pay  them. 

Your  Motives  for  this  piece  of  conduct  surprizing  as  they 
seem  to  me  I  do  not  mean  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  Accounting 
for.  I  was  going  however  upon  the  first  notice  of  it,  to  recall 
my  order  to  Captn.  Eston;  but,  as  my  word  was  out  to  him, 
I  did,  upon  Second  thoughts  forbare  to  do  this,  but  now  desire 
that  the  proceeds  of  these  twelve  Hhds  of  Tobacco  so  soon 
as  sold,  together  with  the  Ballance  of  Mr.  Custis's  Acct.  be 
it  more  or  less  paid  into  the  hands  of  Robt.  Cary  Esq.  &  Co. 
who  shall  be  impowerd  to  receive  them.  I  am  Gentn.  etc. 

To  THOMAS  JOHNSON,  JUNIOR 

Williamsburg,  August  5, 1774. 

Sir:  As  the  Resolves  of  all  the  Colonies  which  had  come  to 
hand  in  this  Meeting,  adopted  your  Appointment  of  Philadel- 
phia as  the  Place  to  hold  the  Congress  in.  As  the  first  of  Septr. 
or  thereabouts  hath  been  fixed  upon  by  all  of  them  (except 
your  Province)  as  a  fit  Time  and  as  this  Time  is  now  so  near  at 
hand  as  to  render  it  difficult,  if  practicable,  to  change  it  without 
putting  too  much  to  the  Hazard ;  it  was  Resolved  here,  to  abide 
by  the  General  Choice  of  Philadelphia,  tho  judged  an  improper 
Place,  and  to  fix  upon  the  5th.  of  Septr.  (as  the  South  Caro- 
linians have  done)  for  the  Time. 

These  measures,  or  Appointments  were  more  the  Effects  of 
a  seeming  Necessity,  than  Choice;  and  entered  into  by  us  to 
prevent  any  disappointment  or  Confusion  which  might  arise 
from  a  Change  of  them;  being  finally  agreed  to  after  Lancaster, 
and  the  15th.  of  Septr.  were  the  Time  and  Place  first  chosen. 
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For  the  Resolutions  of,  and  proceedings,  in  our  Meeting,  I 
refer  you  to  the  Letter  wrote  by  our  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence to  that  of  yours.  We  never  before  had  so  full  a  Meeting 
of  delegates  at  any  one  Time,  as  upon  the  present  Occasion. 
I  shall  not  add,  being  a  good  deal  hurried,  but  with  Esteem 
remain,  etc.86  [m.  h.  s.] 

To  RICHARD  HENRY  LEE87 

Williamsburg,  August  7, 1774. 

Dear  Sir:  If  this  letter  should  (though  I  do  not  see  any  prob- 
able chance  that  it  will,)  reach  your  hands  in  time,  it  is  to  ask, 
if  you  do  not  think  it  necessary,  that  the  deputies  from  this  col- 
ony should  be  furnished  with  authentic  lists  of  the  exports  and 
imports  annually,  more  especially  to  and  from  Great  Britain; 
and,  in  that  case,  to  beg  of  you  to  obtain  such  from  the  custom- 
house officers  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock.  I  have  de- 
sired the  speaker,  if  he  should  think  it  expedient,  and  might  not 
have  thought  of  it,  to  do  the  same  from  the  York,  and  James 
River  offices. 

I  have  got  an  account  (though  not  a  certified  one,)  from  Mr. 
Wythe,  of  our  number  of  taxables  in  1770,  since  increased 
(Archy  Carey  says)  to  10,000,  as  would  have  appeared  by  the 
list  which  would  have  been  returned  in  May,  if  the  session  had 
gone  on.  I  am,  &c. 

P.  S.  If  you  should  travel  to  Philadelphia  by  land  I  should  be 
glad  of  your  company.  Mr.  Henry88  is  to  be  at  my  house  on 
his  way  Tuesday  the  thirtieth  instant.89 

86  The  text  is  from  a  copy,  in  the  writing  of  Johnson,  in  the  archives  of  the  Maryland 
Historical  Society. 

"Delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress;  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
In  June,  1776,  on  instructions  from  the  Virginia  Legislature,  he  moved  the  Resolution 
of  Independence. 

88  Patrick  Henry. 

80  The  text  is  from  Ford. 


1774] 


DELAY  IN  WRITING  237 


To  BRYAN  FAIRFAX 

Mount  Vernon,  August  24, 1774. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant90  came  to  this  place, 

forwarded  by  Mr.  Ramsay,  a  few  days  after  my  return  from 

Williamsburg,  and  I  delayed  acknowledging  it  sooner,  in  the 

hopes  that  I  should  find  time,  before  I  began  my  other  journey 

90 Bryan  Fairfax's  attitude  was  conservative;  but  his  realization  of  the  gravity  of  the 
situation  is  plain  from  his  letters,  which  present  a  fair  picture  of  the  states  of  mind 
found  in  Virginia  at  this  period.  His  letter,  dated  at  Towlston,  August  5,  is  typical: 
"I  received  your  Favour  of  the  20th  of  July  and  must  own  that  I  thought  it  odd  at 
first  that  my  Letter  was  not  read  till  I  considered  that  I  had  no  Right  to  have  it  done, 
as  every  one  who  chose  it  ought  to  have  been  present,  and  till  I  perceived  by  your 
Letter  that  the  Committee  were  against  it.  If  there  had  been  no  Reason  for  refusing  it 
but  a  Persuasion  that  the  sentiments  contained  in  it  were  erroneous  I  don't  think  it 
would  have  been  a  iust  one.  I  am  satisfied  with  your  Reasons  as  I  had  no  Desire  to 
make  a  Party  or  oppose  my  opinion  to  that  of  a  large  Majority;  I  sent  it  down,  as  I 
could  not  go  in  person,  without  great  Inconvenience,  that  I  might  not  hereafter  re- 
proach myself  with  being  silent  on  the  Occasion.  However  I  am  inclined,  since  the 
Receipt  of  yours  to  think  I  am  mistaken  about  the  Plan  determined  on  at  Home.  You 
have  no  Reason,  Sir,  to  doubt  your  Opinion;  it  is  I  that  have  Reason  to  doubt  mine 
where  so  many  men  of  superior  understanding  think  otherwise.  It  has  in  Fact  caused 
me  to  examine  it  again  and  again;  but  if  I  was  not  convinced  of  an  Error,  it  appeared 
to  me  that  it  showed  as  much  Cowardice  in  a  Man  not  to  maintain  his  opinions  when 
real,  as  Obstinacy  to  persevere  in  them  contrary  to  Conviction.  Mr.  Williamson  told 
me  the  other  day  that  he  found  afterwards  that  there  were  a  great  many  of  his  opinion 
in  the  Court  House  who  did  not  care  to  speak,  because  they  thought  it  would  be  to  no 
Purpose;  and  it  may  be  so,  because  a  Person  present  when  he  was  telling  me  so,  said 
he  was  at  the  Meeting  and  did  secretly  object  to  some  of  the  Resolves  but  could  not 
speak  his  mind.  That  you  may  not  think  my  Sentiments  quite  so  singular  as  they 
appeared  to  be,  I  must  observe,  that  the  second  Person's  opinion  I  heard  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill,  was  Mr.  Dalton's,  who  asked  me  what  I  thought  of  it; 
whether  I  did  not  think  that  the  Parliament  were  bound  to  do  what  they  did  or  some- 
thing like  it  to  secure  the  Trade  of  their  Merchants?  If  the  same  outrage  had  been 
committed  in  any  foreign  Port  whether  the  Government  could  have  acquiesced  with- 
out demanding  and  enforcing  Restitution  ?  or  something  to  this  Purport.  And  it  really 
appeared  to  me  then  a  distinct  Thing  from  enforcing  the  Payment  of  the  Duty.  The 
next  Person  whose  opinion  I  heard  was  Mr.  Williamson's;  and  the  next  Mr.  Hender- 
son's, with  this  difference,  that  the  Bostonians  ought  to  have  destroyed  the  Tea,  but 
should  have  sent  home  the  Payment  for  it  immediately.  But  that  the  government  could 
not  avoid  taking  the  Steps  &c.  He  joined  with  me  in  opinion  that  the  People  at  Boston 
were  blameable  in  their  Behavior  in  other  Respects;  and  when  I  expressed  my  concern 
at  the  Bill  then  talked  of  for  altering  their  Charter,  he  observed  that  the  Measure 
might  be  necessary  considering  the  factious  Conduct  of  the  people.  They  have  all 
along  appeared  to  me  to  shew  a  different  spirit  from  the  Rest  of  the  Colonies;  and  if 
ever  we  have  a  civil  war,  I  think  without  some  check  they  will  be  at  the  head  of  it, 
and  I  can't  conceive  any  thing  worse  for  America  at  present.  I  know  not  whether  Mr. 
Henderson  told  me  this  in  confidence  or  not.  In  case  he  should,  I  beg  that  you  won't 
mention  his  opinion,  altho'  he  don't  reserve  this  Caution.  By  mentioning  the  word 
Check,  I  don't  mean  to  approve  of  all  or  scarce  one  of  the  measures  lately  exercised  on 
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to  Philadelphia,  to  answer  it  fully,  if  not  satisfactorily;  but,  as 
much  of  my  time  has  been  engrossed  since  I  came  home  by 
company,  by  your  brother's  sale  and  the  business  consequent 

N:  England.  A  Charter  should  not  be  altered  without  the  Consent  or  Consulting  with 
the  Majority  of  the  people,  or  upon  some  very  flagrant  or  violent  Occasions  wherever  the 
good  of  the  whole  is  endangered.  But  even  then  the  Consent  of  the  whole  ought  to 
be  obtained.  No  Constitution,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  Letter,  should  be  altered  unless 
the  Consent  of  every  Part  concerned  can  be  had.  We  have  no  right  to  alter  our  Con- 
stitution without  the  consent  of  the  king  &  Parliament.  For  the  same  Reason  none  of 
our  Constitutions  should  be  altered  without  our  consent:  For  the  Parliament  according 
to  the  opinion  of  good  Civilians  have  no  Right  to  alter  the  Constitution  of  England 
without  taking  or  obtaining  a  sanction  from  the  voice  of  the  people  if  it  could  be  had; 
because  the  Constitution  is  fixed  when  the  people's  Representatives  are  chosen,  and 
therefore  they  must  act  according  to  it  and  can't  alter  it.  It  may  possibly  be  for  the 
good  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  to  alter  the  Constitution.  Governor  Hutchinson 
a  Native  and  a  Man  of  good  character  advised  it,  it  is  true,  but  he  may  have  too  arbi- 
trary Notions.  As  the  People  who  first  went  to  settle  chose  such  a  Form  of  Gov- 
ernment and  obtained  it,  they  ought  to  be  the  best  Judges  of  the  Conveniences  or 
Inconveniences  attending  it.  I  wish  our's  was  altered  with  respect  to  the  Council;  but 
it  is  dangerous  meddling  in  such  matters;  it  might  be  a  bad  precedent  in  troublesome 
times.  And  as  to  ye  Act  for  transporting  Criminals  to  England  for  Trial  tho'  I  wish 
every  man  could  obtain  strict  justice,  and  that  no  Man  in  civil  Disputes  should  be  tried 
till  the  Passions  of  Men  have  a  little  subsided,  I  dislike  it  as  much  as  any  Man;  But  in 
regard  to  the  Boston  Port  Bill  I  own  I  have  no  objection  to  it,  except  to  the  Power 
given  to  the  Crown  of  shutting  up  the  Port  after  the  Tea  may  be  paid  for.  I  can  see  no 
Difference  between  demanding  Satisfaction  first,  and  sending  a  Fleet  to  demand  it 
with  conditional  orders  to  block  up  the  Port  upon  Refusal  or  till  Satisfaction  is  made. 
I  own  too  that  I  have  been  inclined  to  think  that  the  Tea  ought  to  have  been  paid  for 
before  the  other  Colonies  had  joined  in  support  of  Boston;  but  I  suppose  I  am  wrong 
as  so  many  others  think  otherwise.  However  upon  this  Occasion  I  can't  help  men- 
tioning, that  at  a  very  full  Meeting  of  Gentlemen  at  York  relating  to  the  Middlesex 
Election,  there  were  only  two,  one  a  namesake  of  mine,  who  dissented  from  the  whole 
Assembly;  consequently  their  opinions  were  very  unpopular.  And  yet  I  have  lived  to 
see  some  coming  over  to  their  opinion  and  as  strongly  of  their  opinion;  two  of  them 
at  least,  Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr.  Grayson,  as  ever  they  were  of  a  contrary  one.  This 
Example  (if  this  Assembly  were  mistaken)  would  serve  to  shew,  if  there  were  not 
many  instances  in  History  where  large  Bodies  of  Men  have  been  mistaken,  that  a 
Man,  however  doubtful  he  may  become  when  he  perceives  a  great  number  to  think 
otherwise,  ought  not  to  be  too  hasty  in  giving  up  his  opinion. 

"I  have  been  uneasy  to  find  that  any  one  should  look  upon  the  Letter  sent  down 
as  repugnant  to  the  principle  we  were  contending  for;  and  therefore  when  you  have 
leisure  I  shall  take  it  as  a  Favor  if  you  will  let  me  know  wherein  it  was  thought  so. 
I  must  make  an  Apology  for  these  long  Letters  which  I  trouble  you  with.  I  have 
scarce  passed  a  day  without  anxious  thoughts  upon  the  subject.  I  beg  leave  to  look 
upon  you  as  a  Friend,  and  it  is  a  great  Relief  to  unbosom  ones  thoughts  to  a  Friend; 
besides,  the  Information  and  Correction  to  my  Errors  I  may  obtain  from  a  Corre- 
spondence, is  a  great  Inducement  to  it.  For  I  am  convinced  that  no  Man  in  the  Colony 
wishes  its  Prosperity  more,  would  go  greater  Lengths  to  serve  it,  nor  is  at  the  same 
time  a  better  subject  to  the  Crown.  Pray  excuse  these  Compliments.  They  may  be 
tolerable  in  a  Friend. 

,;I  can't  recollect  any  Expression  that  could  give  any  Reason  for  the  supposition 
just  mentioned  as  to  Taxes,  I  never  was  of  opinion  that  the  Parliament  had  a  Right 
to  impose  them,  and  hardly  ever  had  a  Doubt  upon  the  subject  of  their  taking  our 
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thereupon,  in  writing  letters  to  England,  and  now  in  attending 
to  my  own  domestic  affairs  previous  to  my  departure  as  above, 
I  find  it  impossible  to  bestow  so  much  time  and  attention  to  the 

Money  from  us  without  our  Consent;  Tho'  as  to  the  Duty  on  Tea  I  never  was  so  clear 
in  opinion  as  to  sign  any  Paper  in  opposition  to  the  Right;  but  as  it  is  certainly  unjust, 
I  may  refuse  to  trade  with  a  nation  exercising  that  Injustice  even  if  the  Right  was 
ever  so  clear.  But  I  don't  remember  that  I  mentioned  any  doubts  upon  the  subject. 
Since  I  got  so  far  I  have  been  reading  King  James's  Charters  to  the  first  Virginia  Com- 
panys  at  the  End  of  Stith's  History;  there  is  one  Expression  in  the  2d  Charter,  a  little 
different  from  the  Quotation  of  it  which  I  have  in  the  House,  and  which  I  can't 
understand  perfectly,  at  least  without  considering  a  subsequent  clause.  Sect.  1 9.  And 
for  their  further  Encouragement  of  our  special  Grace  and  Favour,  we  do,  by  these 
presents,  for  us,  our  Heirs  and  Successors,  yield  and  grant,  to  and  with  the  said  Treas- 
urer and  Company,  and  their  successors,  and  every  of  them,  their  Factors  and  Assigns, 
that  they  and  every  of  them  shall  be  free  of  all  subsidies  and  Customs  in  Virginia,  for 
the  Space  of  one  &  twenty  years,  and  from  all  Taxes  and  Impositions  forever,  (here  the 
quotation  stops)  upon  any  Goods  or  merchandise,  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter, 
either  upon  Importation  thither,  or  exportation  from  thence,  into  our  Realm  of  Eng- 
land, or  into  any  other  of  our  Realms  or  Dominions,  by  the  said  Treasurer  and 
Company,  and  their  Successors,  &c:  Except  only  the  five  pounds  pr.  cent  due  for 
Custom,  upon  all  such  goods  and  merchandises  as  shall  be  brought  or  imported  into 
our  Realm  of  England,  or  any  other  of  these  our  Dominions  according  to  the  ancient 
Trade  of  Merchants;  &c.  In  the  21st  Sect,  are  these  words  (after  directing  what  dudes 
strangers  and  foreigners  are  to  pay  over  and  above  such  subsidy  and  custom  as  the 
said  Treasurer  and  Company  or  their  Successors,  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  to  pay) 
and  the  same  sums  of  money  and  benefit  as  aforesaid,  for  and  during  the  space  of 
one  and  twenty  years,  shall  be  wholly  employed  to  the  Benefit,  use  and  Behoof  of  the 
said  Colony  and  Plantation;  and  after  the  said  one  and  twenty  years  ended,  the  same 
shall  be  taken  to  the  Use  of  us,  our  Heirs  and  Successors,  by  such  Officers  and  Min- 
isters, as  by  us  our  heirs  and  Successors,  shall  be  thereunto  assigned  and  appointed, 
as  is  specified  in  the  said  former  Letters  Patents.  I  shall  be  glad  of  your  opinion  upon 
this.  If  you  would  read  over  all  the  Charters  anew  some  Thoughts  might  occur  on 
both  sides  of  the  Question.  The  distinction  that  was  made  some  years  ago  in  the 
Colonies  between  the  Right  to  impose  Duties  for  the  Regulation  of  Trade  which  has 
been  allowed,  and  the  Right  to  impose  Duties  for  raising  a  Revenue,  I  don't  under- 
stand so  well  as  I  wish  to  do,  tho'  I  can  see  a  great  difference  between  the  propriety 
or  Justice  in  laying  a  small  Duty  or  Duties  for  the  former  purpose,  and  a  declared,  or 
apparent  intention  to  raise  a  considerable  Revenue  by  Degrees. 

"There  is  a  new  opinion  now  lately  advanced  in  Virginia  that  the  Parliament  has 
no  Right  to  make  any  or  scarce  any  Laws  binding  on  the  Colonies.  It  has  given  me 
much  uneasiness.  For  altho'  I  wish  as  much  as  any  one  that  we  were  legally  exempted 
from  it,  yet  I  hold  it  clearly  that  we  ought  to  abide  by  our  Constitution.  The  common 
Consent  and  acquiescence  in  the  colonies  for  such  a  length  of  time  is  to  us  a  clear 
Proof  of  their  having  a  Right,  and  altho'  it  is  said  that  it  has  only  been  exercised  in 
Matters  of  Trade,  it  will  be  found  to  be  a  mistake.  The  act  for  the  Alteration  of  the 
style  was  unquestionably  received  and  assented  to.  The  Act  for  the  Regulation  of 
the  Post-Office,  I  mean  the  first  Act;  the  Act  empowering  Officers  to  enlist  servants 
just  imported,  and  to  pay  for  them;  the  Acts  relating  to  the  Provincial  Troops  the 
late  war,  &c.  have  no  Relation  to  Trade;  but  they  were  enacted  when  the  Act  of  any 
single  Assembly  could  not  have  answered  the  End.  And  upon  these  occasions  they 
have  been  passed  without  the  least  objection  that  ever  I  heard  to  the  contrary.  When 
I  first  heard  the  Subject  of  Taxation  mentioned,  a  Tax  was  talked  of  to  be  laid  by 
Parliament  on  the  Lands  in  America.  Colo.  Mason,  who  was  present  spoke  as  much 
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subject  matter  of  your  letter  as  I  could  wish  to  do,  and  there- 
fore, must  rely  upon  your  good  nature  and  candor  in  excuse  for 
not  attempting  it.  In  truth,  persuaded  as  I  am,  that  you  have 
read  all  the  political  pieces,  which  compose  a  large  share  of  the 
Gazette  at  this  time,  I  should  think  it,  but  for  your  request,  a 
piece  of  inexcusable  arrogance  in  me,  to  make  the  least  essay 
towards  a  change  in  your  political  opinions;  for  I  am  sure  I  have 
no  new  lights  to  throw  upon  the  subject,  or  any  other  argu- 
ments to  offer  in  support  of  my  own  doctrine,  than  what  you 
have  seen;  and  could  only  in  general  add,  that  an  innate  spirit 
of  freedom  first  told  me,  that  the  measures,  which  administra- 
tion hath  for  some  time  been,  and  now  are  most  violently  pur- 
suing, are  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  natural  justice;  whilst 
much  abler  heads  than  my  own  hath  fully  convinced  me,  that 
it  is  not  only  repugnant  to  natural  right,  but  subversive  of  the 

as  usual  upon  the  subject,  upon  the  Im[pro]priety  I  believe  of  taxing  infant  Colonies 
and  the  nature  or  excessiveness  of  it  compared  to  the  value  of  Lands,  &c,  but  I  did 
not  hear  him  make  one  objection  as  to  the  Right  of  Parliament.  When  I  came  after- 
wards to  hear  the  Right  called  in  question  I  recollected  the  Conversation,  and  was 
surprised  that  I  had  not  heard  a  Man  of  his  understanding  and  readiness  to  find  fault 
with  every  thing  irregular,  take  notice  of  it;  and  tho'  he  may  not  have  considered 
the  matter  as  a  new  Point,  yet  it  is  a  proof  that  the  Idea  of  the  Parliament  having  no 
Right  to  make  any  Laws  for  us  had  not  ever  entered  into  his  mind  before.  I  saw 
Colo.  Richard  Henry  Lee  act  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  under  the  act  relating  to  servants, 
and  insist  upon  the  Right  he  had  to  act  on  shipboard  because  the  Act  of  Parliament 
had  given  power  to  all  Justices  in  America  to  act  without  confining  them  to  their 
respective  Counties.  I  have  often  heard  mention  made  of  uniting  some  of  the  Colo- 
nies by  Act  of  Parliament,  of  some  in  Pennsylvania  having  thoughts  of  petitioning 
to  have  their  Charter  abrogated  and  a  new  Government  formed,  and  all  this  without 
any  objection  to  the  Right;  which  looks  to  me  like  a  common  Consent.  But  I  am 
almost  unwilling  to  advance  any  opinion  now.  I  should  not  but  in  hopes  that  you 
will  give  me  yours  upon  this  Point. 

"By  the  first  Charter  granted  to  Virginia,  the  Council  were  to  govern  the  Colony 
according  to  such  Laws,  ordinances  and  Instructions  as  they  were  to  receive  from  the 
Crown.  By  the  second  Charter  they  were  to  be  governed  by  such  Laws,  orders,  &c, 
as  should  be  made  by  the  Council  for  the  Colony  appointed  in  and  to  reside  in 
London;  who  were  to  make,  ordain  and  establish  all  manner  of  Laws,  Orders,  Direc- 
tions, Instructions,  forms  and  ceremonies  of  Government  and  Magistracy,  fit  and 
necessary  for  the  said  Colony;  and  the  first  government  was  annulled.  Pursuant  to 
these  Charters  and  the  third,  the  Council  and  Company  in  England  made  an  Ordi- 
nance for  holding  an  Assembly  in  Virginia,  with  power  to  make  Laws  in  the  year 
1 72 1,  with  a  proviso  that  no  Law  made  was  to  be  in  force  till  it  had  obtained  their 
Assent  at  Home. 

"When  I  have  considered  these  Disputes  I  have  often  wished  to  know  the  senti- 
ments of  the  first  settlers  here.  In  Capt.  Smith's  History  there  is  mention  of  Taxes 
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laws  and  constitution  of  Great  Britain  itself,  in  the  establish- 
ment of  which  some  of  the  best  blood  in  the  kingdom  hath 
been  spilt.  Satisfied,  then,  that  the  acts  of  a  British  Parliament 
are  no  longer  governed  by  the  principles  of  justice,  that  it  is 
trampling  upon  the  valuable  rights  of  Americans,  confirmed 
to  them  by  charter  and  the  constitution  they  themselves  boast 
of,  and  convinced  beyond  the  smallest  doubt,  that  these  meas- 
ures are  the  result  of  deliberation,  and  attempted  to  be  carried 
into  execution  by  the  hand  of  power,  is  it  a  time  to  trifle,  or  risk 
our  cause  upon  petitions,  which  with  difficulty  obtain  access, 
and  afterwards  are  thrown  by  with  the  utmost  contempt  ?  Or 
should  we,  because  heretofore  unsuspicious  of  design,  and  then 
unwilling  to  enter  into  disputes  with  the  mother  country,  go 
on  to  bear  more,  and  forbear  to  enumerate  our  just  causes  of 

by  the  Parliament,  and  some  one  in  Virginia  makes  the  same  objections  to  it  as  we 
do  at  this  day.  Much  about  the  same  time  I  perceive  that  the  Assembly  had  petitioned 
the  Parliament  for  Relief;  they  thought  themselves  ill  used  by  the  King.  I  am  mis- 
taken in  saying  that  the  Assembly  petitioned.  It  was  the  company  at  home  petitioned, 
being  encouraged  it  is  said  by  the  Parliament  having  taken  the  case  of  the  Plantation 
Tobacco  into  consideration.  The  Assembly  petitioned  the  King  to  continue  and  even 
farther  to  confirm  the  Government,  under  which  they  then  lived.  But  if  the  Govern- 
ment must  be  altered,  they  desired  &c,  and  in  their  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council 
they  expressed  a  Desire  that  the  Governors  sent  over  might  not  have  absolute  author- 
ity, but  might  be  restrained  to  the  consent  of  the  Council;  and  that  they  might  still 
retain  the  liberty  of  their  General  Assemblies.  This  was  the  style  and  situation  of  our 
Ancestors  in  the  Infancy  of  the  Colony.  The  English  Government  was  a  long  time 
arriving  to  Maturity  also.  I  don't  think  the  Constitution  was  properly  settled  till  the 
Revolution.  And  then  immediately  were  sown  the  seeds  of  its  Ruin.  The  Parliament 
then  first  began  to  borrow  money  and  consume  in  one  year  the  amount  of  some  years' 
Taxes.  And  within  ten  or  twelve  years  Corruption  was  introduced  in  order  to  keep 
out  the  Tory  Interest.  I  am  very  sorry  we  happen  to  differ  in  opinion.  I  hope  how- 
ever that  our  Sentiments  will  again  coincide  as  in  other  Matters:  I  wish  they  could 
with  regard  to  storing  the  Goods.  Perhaps  it  is  only  intended  as  a  Threat  to  the  Mer- 
chants. But  if  it  is  otherwise,  and  they  should  send  any  over,  I  am  afraid  that  we 
should  lie  at  the  Mercy  or  Generosity  of  those  Merchants  whether  they  will  apply  to 
Government  for  Troops  to  release  their  Goods  or  not.  If  the  End  could  be  answered 
otherwise  it  would  be  better.  If  there  was  virtue  enough  in  the  Country  to  abstain 
from  only  half  the  goods  commonly  consumed,  it  might  probably  answer  in  a  few 
years.  If  every  man  of  Influence  would  encourage  his  Neighbor  to  persevere,  perhaps 
we  might  hold  out;  especially  if  the  names  of  those  Merchants  should  be  published 
who  sell  or  import  contrary  to  the  Desire  of  the  general  Sense  of  the  Country;  as  it 
might  prevent  others  from  doing  the  like.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  what  you  mention  of 
General  Gage.  I  did  not  imagine  he  has  been  so  weak  as  to  call  Resolutions  not  to 
trade  with  Great  Britain  by  the  name  of  Treason.  I  must  again  apologise  for  this 
Letter,  hoping  You'l  excuse  it  and  believe  that  I  am,  &c." 
Fairfax's  original  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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complaint?  For  my  own  part,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  say 
where  the  line  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  should 
be  drawn;  but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  one  ought  to  be 
drawn,  and  our  rights  clearly  ascertained.  I  could  wish,  I  own, 
that  the  dispute  had  been  left  to  posterity  to  determine,  but  the 
crisis  is  arrived  when  we  must  assert  our  rights,  or  submit  to 
every  imposition,  that  can  be  heaped  upon  us,  till  custom  and 
use  shall  make  us  as  tame  and  abject  slaves,  as  the  blacks  we 
rule  over  with  such  arbitrary  sway. 

I  intended  to  have  wrote  no  more  than  an  apology  for  not 
writing;  but  I  find  I  am  insensibly  running  into  a  length  I  did 
not  expect,  and  therefore  shall  conclude  with  remarking,  that, 
if  you  disavow  the  right  of  Parliament  to  tax  us,  (unrepresented 
as  we  are,)  we  only  differ  in  respect  to  the  mode  of  opposition, 
and  this  difference  principally  arises  from  your  belief,  that 
they — the  Parliament,  I  mean, — want  a  decent  opportunity  to 
repeal  the  acts;  whilst  I  am  as  fully  convinced,  as  I  am  of  my 
own  existence,  that  there  has  been  a  regular,  systematic  plan 
formed  to  enforce  them,  and  that  nothing  but  unanimity  in  the 
colonies  (a  stroke  they  did  not  expect)  and  firmness,  can  pre- 
vent it.  It  seems  from  the  best  advices  from  Boston,  that  Gen- 
eral Gage  is  exceedingly  disconcerted  at  the  quiet  and  steady 
conduct  of  the  people  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  at  the 
measures  pursuing  by  the  other  governments ;  as  I  dare  say  he 
expected  to  have  forced  those  oppressed  people  into  compli- 
ance, or  irritated  them  to  acts  of  violence  before  this,  for  a  more 
colorable  pretense  of  ruling  that  and  the  other  colonies  with  a 
high  hand.  But  I  am  done. 

I  shall  set  off  on  Wednesday  next  for  Philadelphia,  whither, 
if  you  have  any  commands,  I  shall  be  glad  to  oblige  you  in 
them;  being,  dear  Sir,  with  real  regard,  &c. 

P.  S.  Pray  what  do  you  think  of  the  Canada  Bill?91 

"The  text  is  from  Ford. 
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*To  MRS.  SARAH  BOMFORD 

August  28, 1774. 

Madam:  In  acknowledging  receipt  of  your  obliging  favour 
of  the  25th.  of  May  (which  came  to  my  hands  a  few  days  ago) 
I  should  find  myself  much  at  a  loss  if  I  did  not  consider  the 
many  flattering  expressions  containd  in  it  as  the  efTect  of  your 
politness,  not  my  deserts,  however  if  in  my  part  of  the  transac- 
tion of  Mrs.  Savages  business  in  this  Country  I  have  been  able  to 
give  satisfaction  to  that  Lady  and  her  friends  and  convince 
them  that  her  Interest  has  been  the  governing  motive  of  my 
Conduct  I  shall  think  myself  happy,  more  especially  as  the  un- 
reasonable delay,  which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  this 
Right  [sic]  would  naturally  lead  strangers  to  believe  that  there 
had  been  a  very  great  remissness  somewhere.  A  few  Months 
ago  I  flattered  myself  with  a  belief  that  we  were  upon  the  Eve 
of  remitting  the  money  having  obtaind  a  judgment  immedi- 
ately upon  which  I  ordered  Execution  but  when  behold !  as  the 
Doctr.  had  one  card  more  to  play  havg.  played  all  the  Game  but 
that  he  was  resolved  not  to  give  it  up  and  stopd  the  Execution 
by  obtaining  an  Injunction  in  Chancery  wch.  however  as  we 
were  determind  to  ferret  him  out  of  this  hold  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble would  not  have  availd  him  long  had  it  not  been  for  a  cir- 
cumstance which  is  a  publick  misfortune  to  this  Country  as 
well  as  peculiarly  unlucky  and  injurious  to  Mrs.  Savage  and 
that  is  a  total  stop  to  all  judicial  proceedings  for  want  of  a  Fee 
Bill  which  we  were  deprivd  of  by  a  sudden  and  unexpected 
Dissolution  of  our  assembly  (or  Parliament)  in  May  last,  and 
by  the  unhappy  difference  which  at  this  time  subsists  betw'n 
great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  which  has  thrown  every  thing 
into  great  confusion  and  disorder  from  whence  I  can  not  with 
certainty,  say  when  we  shall  be  relievd. 

This  being  the  Situation  of  things,  it  does  in  my  opinion 
behoove  Mrs.  Savage  I  think  not  to  be  unprovid  with  a  will  as 
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by  the  Doctrs.  Bond  her  Annuity  is  devisable  and  if  her  obliga- 
tion's to  your  Family  did  not  call  for  a  grateful  return  it  would 
be  a  wrong  to  suffer  the  small  pittance  she  reservd  to  herself 
the  time  of  her  unhappy  Marriage  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 

v n  who  has  not  only  endeavourd  to  wrong  of  it  but 

would  I  suppose  deprive  her  of  the  very  means  of  Existance  if 
he  could  do  it.  I  should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings,  at  the 
sametime  I  should  discover  a  very  great  want  of  taste  if  I  was  to 
decline  a  corrispondance  which  confers  such  hon'r  upon  me  as 
yours. 

Mrs.  Washington  also  thanks  you  for  your  polite  notice  of 
her  and  begs  your  acceptance  of  her  Compliments  and  that 
you  will  take  the  trouble  of  presenting  them  to  Mrs.  Savage  at 
the  sametime  to  whom  please  also  to  make  a  tender  of  my  best 
respects  and  inform  her  (as  I  have  also  done  in  a  former  Letter 
wch.  I  suppose  to  be  miscarried)  that  the  black  Wax  on  my  Let- 
ter was  occasion'd  by  the  death  of  Miss  Custis  whom  we  were 
unhappily  deprivd  of  in  June,  73. 

Though  unknown,  I  take  the  liberty  of  presenting  my  Com- 
plim'ts  to  Mr.  Bumf  ord  and  to  assure  you  with  [sic]  that  I  have 
the  hon'r  to  be;  etc. 

To  CAPTAIN  ROBERT  MACKENZIE92 

Philadelphia,  October  9, 1774. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  13th.  ultimo  from  Boston  gave 
me  pleasure,  as  I  learnt  thereby,  that  you  were  well,  and  might 
be  expected  at  Mount  Vernon  in  your  way  to  or  from  James 
River,  in  the  course  of  the  winter. 

02  Captain  Mackenzie  had  been  a  captain  of  the  Virginia  Regiment  commanded  by 
Washington  in  the  French  War,  and  a  friendly  intimacy  seems  always  to  have  sub- 
sisted between  them.  He  had  obtained  a  commission  in  the  British  Army  and  was 
now  attached  to  the  Forty-third  Regiment  of  Foot.  He  was  wounded  at  the  Battle  of 
Bunker  Hill  while  fighting  in  that  regiment. 
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When  I  have  said  this,  permit  me  with  the  freedom  of  a 
friend  (for  you  know  I  always  esteemed  you)  to  express  my 
sorrow,  that  fortune  should  place  you  in  a  service,  that  must  fix 
curses  to  the  latest  posterity  upon  the  diabolical  contrivers,  and, 
if  success  (which,  by  the  by,  is  impossible)  accompanies  it,  exe- 
crations upon  all  those,  who  have  been  instrumental  in  the 
execution. 

I  do  not  mean  by  this  to  insinuate,  that  an  officer  is  not  to  dis- 
charge his  duty,  even  when  chance,  not  choice,  has  placed  him 
in  a  disagreeable  situation;  but  I  conceive,  when  you  condemn 
the  conduct  of  the  Massachusetts  people,  you  reason  from 
effects,  not  causes;  otherwise  you  would  not  wonder  at  a  peo- 
ple, who  are  every  day  receiving  fresh  proofs  of  a  systematic 
assertion  of  an  arbitrary  power,  deeply  planned  to  overturn  the 
laws  and  constitution  of  their  country,  and  to  violate  the  most 
essential  and  valuable  rights  of  mankind,  being  irritated,  and 
with  difficulty  restrained  from  acts  of  the  greatest  violence 
and  intemperance.  For  my  own  part,  I  confess  to  you  candidly, 
that  I  view  things  in  a  very  different  point  of  light  to  the  one  in 
which  you  seem  to  consider  them;  and  though  you  are  led  to 
believe  by  venal  men,  for  such  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  calling 
those  new-fangled  counsellors,  which  fly  to  and  surround  you, 
and  all  others,  who,  for  honorary  or  pecuniary  gratifications, 
will  lend  their  aid  to  overturn  the  constitution,  and  introduce  a 
system  of  arbitrary  government,  although  you  are  taught,  I  say, 
by  discoursing  with  such  men,  to  believe,  that  the  people  of 
Massachusetts  are  rebellious,  setting  up  for  independency,  and 
what  not,  give  me  leave,  my  good  friend,  to  tell  you,  that  you 
are  abused,  grossly  abused,  and  this  I  advance  with  a  degree  of 
confidence  and  boldness,  which  may  claim  your  belief,  having 
better  opportunities  of  knowing  the  real  sentiments  of  the  peo- 
ple you  are  among,  from  the  leaders  of  them,  in  opposition  to 
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the  present  measures  of  the  administration,  than  you  have  from 
those  whose  business  it  is,  not  to  disclose  truths,  but  to  misrep- 
resent facts  in  order  to  justify  as  much  as  posible  to  the  world 
their  own  conduct;  for  give  me  leave  to  add,  and  I  think  I  can 
announce  it  as  a  fact,  that  it  is  not  the  wish  or  interest  of  that 
government,  or  any  other  upon  this  continent,  separately  or 
collectively,  to  set  up  for  independencey;  but  this  you  may  at 
the  same  time  rely  on,  that  none  of  them  will  ever  submit  to  the 
loss  of  those  valuable  rights  and  privileges,  which  are  essential 
to  the  happiness  of  every  free  state,  and  without  which,  life, 
liberty,  and  property  are  rendered  totally  insecure. 

These,  Sir,  being  certain  consequences,  which  must  naturally 
result  from  the  late  acts  of  Parliament  relative  to  America  in 
general,  and  the  government  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  particu- 
lar, is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  I  repeat,  that  men,  who  wish  to  avert 
the  impending  blow, should  attempt  to  oppose  it  in  its  progress, 
or  prepare  for  their  defence,  if  it  cannot  be  diverted  ?  Surely 
I  may  be  allowed  to  answer  in  the  negative;  and  again  give  me 
leave  to  add  as  my  opinion,  that  more  blood  will  be  spilt  on  this 
occasion,  if  the  ministry  are  determined  to  push  matters  to  ex- 
tremity, than  history  has  ever  yet  furnished  instances  of  in  the 
annals  of  North  America,  and  such  a  vital  wound  given  to 
the  peace  of  this  great  country,  as  time  itself  cannot  cure,  or 
eradicate  the  remembrance  of. 

But  I  have  done.  I  was  involuntarily  led  into  a  short  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  by  your  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Boston  people,  and  your  opinion  of  their  wishes  to  set  up  for 
independency.  I  am  as  well  satisfied  as  I  can  be  of  my  existence 
that  no  such  thing  is  desired  by  any  thinking  man  in  all  North 
America;  on  the  contrary,  that  it  is  the  ardent  wish  of  the 
warmest  advocates  for  liberty,  that  peace  and  tranquility,  upon 
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constitutional  grounds,  may  be  restored,  and  die  horrors  of 
civil  discord  prevented.03 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  my  friend  Stewart  was  well  when 
you  left  London.  I  have  not  had  a  letter  from  him  these  five 
years,  nor  heard  of  him  I  think  for  two.  I  wish  you  had  men- 
tioned his  employment,  poor  Mercer!  I  often  hear  from  him; 
much  cause  has  he,  I  fear,  to  lament  his  having  fallen  into  the 
accursed  state  of  attendance  and  dependance.  I  remain  with 
very  great  esteem,  dear  Sir.94 

"Mackenzie  had  written  to  Washington  from  Boston  (September  13):  "Mr.  Atchi- 
son can  sufficiently  inform  you  of  the  State  of  this  unhappy  Province,  of  their  tyran- 
nical Oppression  over  one  another,  of  their  fixed  Aim  at  total  independence,  of  the 
Weakness  and  Temper  of  the  main  springs  that  set  the  whole  in  Motion,  and  how 
necessary  it  is,  that  abler  Heads  and  better  Hearts  should  draw  a  Line  for  their  Guid- 
ance: Even  when  this  is  done,  'tis  much  to  be  feared,  that  they  will  follow  it  no  fur- 
ther, than  where  it  coincides  with  their  present  Sentiments.  Amidst  all  these  Jarrings 
we  have  until  lately  lived  as  in  a  Camp  of  Pleasure;  but  the  rebellious  and  numerous 
Meetings  of  Men  in  Arms,  their  scandalous  and  ungenerous  Attacks  upon  the  best 
Characters  in  the  Province,  obliging  them  to  save  their  Lives  by ,  Flight,  and  their  re- 
peated but  feeble  Threats  to  disposses  the  Troops,  have  furnished  sufficient  Reasons  to 
Genl.Gage  to  put  the  Town  in  a  formidable  State  of  Defence,  about  which  we  are  now 
fully  employed,  and  which  will  be  shortly  accomplished  to  their  great  Mortification." 
Mackenzie's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers  and  is  printed  in  Hamilton's  Letters 
to  Washington,  vol.  5,  p.  49. 

MFord  quotes  the  following:  "At  that  Congress  (the  first  Continental),  Washington 
had  appeared  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  Virginia,  but  apparently  not  yet  clear  as 
to  what  extent  it  was  proper  to  involve  himself  in  the  difficulties  into  which  Massa- 
chusetts was  plunged.  There  is  reason  to  suppose  that  he  shared  somewhat  in  the 
distrust  generally  felt,  south  of  New  England,  of  the  purposes  of  the  Massachusetts 
leaders.  Whilst  in  this  state  of  mind,  he  received  a  letter  from  Captain  MacKenzie. 
MacKenzie  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  an  acquaintance  of  Washington,  who  had 
taken  a  commission  in  the  British  army,  and  was  at  this  time  attached  to  one  of  the 
regiments  stationed  at  Boston.  The  object  of  the  letter  was  to  prejudice  his  mind 
against  the  action  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  and  to  induce  him  to  exert  his  influ- 
ence to  counteract  the  policy  their  delegates  were  advocating  in  Philadelphia.  Deter- 
mined to  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  true  character  and  designs  of  these  delegates,  he 
seems  to  have  sought  an  interview  and  free  conference  with  them  at  their  lodgings. 
That  interview  took  place  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  September,  1774.  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  and  Dr.  Shippen,  of  Philadelphia,  were  also  present.  It  seems  to  have 
settled  all  Washington's  doubts,  if  he  had  any;  for  instead  of  noisy,  brawling  dema- 
gogues, meaning  mischief  only,  he  found  the  delegates  plain,  downright  practical 
men,  seeking  safety  from  oppression,  and  contemplating  violence  only  as  a  result  of  an 
absolute  necessity  forced  on  them  by  the  government  at  home.  The  effect  of  the  con- 
ference is  made  visible  in  his  answer  to  MacKenzie."  (See  Charles  Francis  Adams's 
letter  in  Proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  vol.  4,  p.  69.) 

"I  have  this  very  day  heard,  that  in  that  tract  of  Virginia  called  the  Northern  Neck, 
and  which  lies  betwixt  Rappahannock  and  Potomack  Rivers,  they  have  lately  raised 
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*ToJOHN  FITZGERALD 

December  12, 1774. 
Sir:  I  will  endeavour  to  attend  the  Committee,  on  Wednes- 
day, agreeable  to  your  Notice.  No  conveyance  is  like  to  happen, 
that  I  know  of,  from  hence  to  Colo.  Mason  previous  to  the 
meeting;  otherwise  I  should  not  fail  to  give  him  notice  and 
request  his  attendance.  It  now  rests  upon  you  to  do  it.  I  am 
Sir,  etc.  [hd.  c] 

one  thousand  volunteers,  as  fine  fellows  and  good  woodsmen  as  any  on  our  continent, 
who  have  put  themselves  under  the  command  of  Col.  George  Washington,  a  brave 
and  experienced  officer,  whom  it  is  said,  has  undertaken  the  command  of  them,  and 
that  they  are  soon  to  march  for  your  place."  (See  William  Black's  letter  to  Boston 
Committee  in  Proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Fourth  Series,  vol. 
4,  p.  187.) 

"My  necessary  absence,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Indian  disturbances  will  I  hope,  ac- 
count and  excuse  me  for  my  not  having  acknowledged  your  Lordship's  several  letters 
in  due  time  and  order,  and  for  not  having  regularly  communicated  accounts  of  the 
public  affairs  of  the  colony  to  which  some  of  them  refer;  and  I  wish  I  were  now  so 
fortunate  as  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  make  a  representation  of  their  appearing  with 
a  more  favorable  aspect  than  when  I  last  wrote  upon  these  important  concerns. 

"The  associations  first,  in  part,  entered  into,  recommended  by  the  people  of  this 
colony,  and  adopted  by  what  is  called  the  Continental  Congress,  are  now  enforcing 
throughout  this  country  with  the  greatest  rigor.  A  Committee  has  been  chosen  in 
every  county,  whose  business  it  is  to  carry  the  association  of  the  Congress  into  execu- 
tion, which  committee  assumes  to  inspect  the  books,  invoices,  and  all  other  secrets  of 
the  trade  and  correspondence  of  merchants,  to  watch  the  conduct  of  every  inhabitant 
without  distinction,  and  to  send  for  all  such  as  come  under  their  suspicion  into  their 
presence,  to  interrogate  them  respecting  all  matters  which,  at  their  pleasure,  they 
think  fit  objects  of  their  inquiry;  and  to  stigmatize,  as  they  term  it,  such  as  they  find 
transgressing  what  they  are  now  hardy  enough  to  call  the  laws  of  the  Congress,  which 
stigmatising  is  no  other  than  inviting  the  vengeance  of  an  outrageous  and  lawless 
mob  to  be  exercised  upon  the  unhappy  victims.  Every  county,  besides,  is  now  arming 
a  company  of  men,  whom  they  call  an  Independent  Company,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  protecting  their  Committees,  and  to  be  employed  against  government  if  occa- 
sion require.  The  Committee  of  one  county  has  proceeded  so  far  as  to  swear  the  men 
of  their  Independent  Company  to  execute  all  orders  which  shall  be  given  them  from 
the  Committee  of  their  County. 

"As  to  the  power  of  government  which  your  Lordship  in  your  letter  No.  1 1  directs, 
should  be  exerted  to  counteract  the  dangerous  measures  pursuing  here,  I  can  assure 
your  Lordship  that  it  is  entirely  disregarded,  is  not  wholly  overturned.  There  is  not  a 
justice  of  peace  in  Virginia  that  acts  except  as  a  Committee  man;  the  abolishing  the 
courts  of  justice  was  the  first  step  taken  in  which  the  men  of  fortune  and  pre- 
eminence joined  equally  with  the  lowest  and  meanest.  The  general  court  of  judica- 
ture of  the  colony  is  much  in  the  same  predicament;  for  though  there  is  at  least  a 
majority  of  his  Majesty's  council  who,  with  myself,  are  the  judges  of  that  court,  that 
would  steadily  perform  their  duty,  yet  the  lawyers  have  absolutely  refused  to  attend, 
nor  indeed  would  the  people  allow  them  to  attend,  or  evidences  to  appear.    The 
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To  JAMES  MERCER 

Mount  Vernon,  December  12, 1774. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  without  a  date  came  to  hand  last  post; 
and  inclosed  you  have  my  Bond  to  Messrs.  McCoul  and  Blair 
for  ^450  for  your  Brothers  moity  of  the  four  Mile  run  Land;  as 
also  receipts  for  ^40.11.11  the  balance  due  from  him  on  ac- 
count of  the  Ohio  Lands,  under  the  Proclamation  of  1754.  Fifty 
four  pounds  (being  the  amount  of  ^40  Sterling  at  35  pr.  ct. 

reason,  commonly  assigned  for  this  proceeding,  is  the  want  of  a  fee  bill,  which  ex- 
pired the  last  session  of  Assembly;  and  it  is  a  popular  argument  here,  that  no  power 
but  the  legislature  can  establish  fees,  and  the  fee  bill  not  having  been  renewed  is 
attributed  to  the  dissolution.  But  the  true  cause  of  so  many  persons  joining  in  so 
opprobrious  a  measure  was  to  engage  their  English  creditors,  who  are  numerous,  to 
join  in  the  clamors  of  this  country;  and  not  a  few,  to  avoid  paying  the  debts  in  which 
many  of  the  principal  people  here  are  much  involved. 

"  With  regard  to  the  encouraging  of  those,  as  your  Lordship  likewise  exhorts  me, 
who  appeared  in  principle  averse  to  these  proceedings,  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  believe  I  have  left  no  means  in  my  power  unessayed  to  draw  all  the 
assistance  possible  from  them  to  his  Majesty's  government;  but  I  presume  your  Lord- 
ship will  not  think  it  very  extraordinary  that  my  persuasions  should  have  been 
unavailing  against  the  terrors  which  on  the  other  hand  are  held  out  by  the  Committee. 

"Independent  Companies,  &c,  so  universally  supported,  who  have  set  themselves 
up  superior  to  all  other  authority,  under  the  auspices  of  their  Congress,  the  laws  of 
which  they  talk  of  in  a  stile  of  respect,  and  treat  with  marks  of  reverence  which  they 
never  bestowed  on  their  legal  government,  or  the  laws  proceeding  from  it.  I  can 
assure  your  Lordship,  that  I  have  discovered  no  instance  where  the  interposition  of 
government,  in  the  feeble  state  to  which  it  is  reduced,  could  serve  any  other  purpose 
than  to  suffer  the  disgrace  of  a  disappointment,  and  thereby  afford  matter  of  great 
exultation  to  its  enemies,  and  increase  their  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  people. 

"But,  my  Lord,  every  step  which  has  been  taken  by  these  infatuated  people,  must 
inevitably  defeat  its  own  purpose.  Their  non-importation,  non-exportation,  &c,  can- 
not fail,  in  a  short  time  to  produce  a  scarcity  which  will  ruin  thousands  of  families. 
The  people,  indeed,  of  fortune  may  supply  themselves  and  their  negroes  for  two  or 
three  years;  but  the  middling  and  poorer  sort,  who  live  from  hand  to  mouth  have  not 
die  means  of  doing  so,  and  the  produce  of  their  lands  will  not  purchase  those  neces- 
saries (without  which  themselves  and  negroes  must  starve)  of  the  merchants,  who 
may  have  goods  to  dispose  of,  because  the  merchants  are  prevented  from  turning  such 
produce  to  any  account.  As  to  manufacturing  for  themselves,  the  people  of  Virginia 
are  very  far  from  being  naturally  industrious,  and  it  is  not  by  taking  away  the  prin- 
cipal, if  not  the  only  encouragement  to  industry,  that  it  can  be  excited;  nor  is  it  in 
times  of  anarchy  and  confusion  that  the  foundation  of  such  improvements  can  be 
laid.  The  lower  class  of  people  too  will  discover  that  they  have  been  duped  by  the 
richer  sort,  who  for  their  part  elude  the  whole  effects  of  the  association,  by  which 
their  poor  neighbors  perish.  What  then  is  to  deter  those  from  taking  the  shortest 
mode  of  supplying  themselves;  and  unrestrained  as  they  are  by  laws,  from  taking 
whatever  they  want,  wherever  they  can  find  it? 

"The  arbitrary  proceedings  of  these  Committees,  likewise,  cannot  fail  producing 
quarrels  and  dissensions,  which  will  raise  partisans  of  government;  and  I  am  firmly 
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exchange)  which  he  assumed  the  payment  of  for  Vanbramms 
on  the  same  Account;  and  ^351.8.1  on  acct.  of  your  own  bond 
given  for  the  interest  due  on  your  Fathers  Estate,  making  (the 
three  sums)  together  Four  hundred  and  forty  six  pounds  which 
you  say  is  right.  I  have  passed  receipts  in  this  manner  be- 
cause you  desired  it;  not  because  it  made  no  difference  to  me;  for 
in  fact  it  does,  in  as  much  as  I  must  account  with  the  Surveyor 
(whom,  and  myself,  are  the  only  persons  in  advance;  he  for  his 
labour,  and  I  for  my  money)  for  his  proportion  of  these  sums. 
As  I  have  now  complied  with  every  requisite  of  your  Letter, 
respecting  this  Land,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  make  a  full  and 
ample  conveyance  of  it,  and  send  it  by  next  post;  executed  be- 
fore such  Witnesses  as  will  certainly  attend,  either  the  General 
Court,  or  the  Court  of  this  County. 

In  examining  the  papers  which  I  got  from  Colo.  Mason,  I  do 
not  meet  with  one  scrap  of  information  respecting  that  part  of 
the  Land  which  you  hold  under  Gabriel  Adams's  Deed  of  the 
19th.  of  September  1730,  for  seven  hundred  and  ninety  acres 
then  in  Stafford  County,  there  being  no  paper  relative  to  it, 
except  an  unattested  copy  of  the  Courses  of  the  Deed :  how  you 
derive  your  Title  therefore,  I  am  ignorant;  but  do  not  doubt  its 
being  good.  I  confide  in  you  for  making  it  so,  and  am  sure  you 
will  not  deceive  me.  As  you  have  made  no  mention  of  the  want 
of  the  other  papers,  I  presume  you  can  do  without  them;  but  in 
case  it  was  an  omission,  I  shall  add,  that  Stephen  Gray  obtained 
a  warrant  from  the  proprietors  office  for  the  Land  (according 
to  Mr.  Pendletons  state  of  the  case)  in  December  1723 :  by  Will, 
dated  the  26th.  of  January  following,  he  devised  his  whole  real 
and  personal  Estate  to  Ann  Gray  his  wife.  Mr.  Pendleton  says 
in  May  1724  the  Deed  issu'd  in  the  name  of  Stephen  Gray;  but 

persuaded  that  the  colony,  even  by  their  own  acts  and  deeds,  must  be  brought  to  see 
the  necessity  of  depending  on  its  mother  country,  and  of  embracing  its  authority." — 
Dunmore  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  Dec.  24,  1774. 
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he  is  mistaken,  for  it  appears  that  the  Patent  for  378  acres,  then 
in  Stafford  County,  bears  date  the  17th.  of  July  in  that  year.  On 
the  20th.  and  21st.  days  of  March  1732,  the  Land  was  conveyed 
by  Deeds  of  Lease  and  release,  to  Jno.  Mercer  Esqr.;  what  fol- 
lowed after  that  period  you  know  better  than  I  can  relate.  Thus 
much  I  have  thought  proper  to  communicate,  that  you  may  be 
enabled  to  recite  the  title,  if  need  be.  If  you  have  yet  come 
across  John  Hough's  report  of  the  Survey  of  these  two  tracts, 
made  in  1770  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  forward  it  to  me, 
as  it  will  assist  me  greatly  in  surveying  of  it. 

I  am  very  thoroughly  convinced  of  Mr.  Dawsons  being  a 
consummate  rascal,  and  Intended  to  have  acquainted  you  with 
my  suspicions,  when  I  wrote  to  you,  in  order  that  you  might 
be  upon  your  guard  at  a  settlement  with  him.  Mr.  Snickers 
told  me;  the  day  I  parted  with  you  (as  we  crossed  the  Moun- 
tain together)  that  it  was  three  hundred  Pines  Dawson  sold 
Shepherd,  and  that  to  his  knowledge  he  had  also  sold  a  dozen 
or  more  horses;  one  in  particular  to  Benji.  Berry  for  twelve  or 
fourteen  pound,  which  Berry  immediately  sold  for  twenty  six. 
These  things  may,  and  do,  readily  account  for  the  deficiency 
we  found  in  the  Articles  of  Horses  and  stock :  and  I  think  from 
Snickers  account,  good  part  of  the  Crop  of  wheat  has  gone  off 
in  the  same  way.  Only  713/4  bushels  have  been  brought  to  my 
Mill,  by  the  Miller's  Books;  and  from  your  Account  of  the  re- 
mainder only  640  bushels  are  to  come.  Your  Acct.  of  the  quan- 
tity of  Corn  sold,  at  the  different  Plantations,  is  right,  except 
as  to  that  at  Carters  and  Buck  Marsh:  at  those  places  Snicker 
had  ninety  four  barrels  and  Noble  twenty  six;  whereas  you  set 
down  only  an  hundred,  and  all  to  Snickers.  The  surplus  be  it 
more  or  less,  after  the  wheat  is  brought  away,  should  be  sold; 
but  who  is  to  be  entrusted  with  this,  unless  you  can  confide  in 
your  New  Overseer,  I  know  not. 
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If  you  still  incline  to  dispose  of  Cattle  from  Marlborough,  at 
the  rates  those  sold  at  in  Frederick,  as  you  proposed,  please  to 
let  me  know  the  number  you  can  part  with,  and  the  exact 
kinds,  as  soon  as  you  can  be  Advised  from  your  Manager  there. 
The  inclosed  is  a  true  Account  of  the  Sales  in  Frederick,  taking 
out  the  fatting  Steers  at  Collin's  and  Carters,  and  the  yoke  of 
oxen  at  the  last  mentioned  place.  If  among  the  Steers  at  Daw- 
sons  any  were  fatted,  I  did  not  know  it,  and  have  ranked  them 
in  the  common  herd. 

If  Mr.  Brent  is  to  depend  upon  me  for  his  rent  let  me  know 
when  it  is  to  be  paid,  and  the  sum:  he  has  always  refused  Gold 
and  Silver  otherwise  than  by  weight,  and  Virginia  paper  we 
scarcely  see  a  bill  of  in  the  space  of  twelve  months,  in  this  part 
of  the  Country.  I  left  the  Plat  of  the  Land  at  Leesburg  for  Mr. 
Craven  Peyton  to  make  others  by,  so  that  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  measure  the  Contents  of  your  Low  Ground  on  Shenandoa, 
but  I  should  not  suppose  that  there  is  more  than  170  or  80  acres 
of  it.  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  offer  of  assisting  me  in  collect- 
ing and  remitting  the  proceeds  of  your  brothers  Estate,  and 
doubt  not  but  I  shall  have  occasion  for  your  assistance.  I  am, 
Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

To  JAMES  MERCER 

Mount  Vernon,  December  26, 1774. 
Dear  Sir:  I  do  not  recollect  whether,  in  my  last,  I  informed 
you  that  it  was  £ig  you  gave  for  the  Negro  Kate,  and  that  the 
whole  of  your  purchases  in  Frederick  amounted  to  ,£2385.14.2; 
If  I  did  not  then  do  it,  these  will  be  found  right  and  agreeable 
to  the  original  Entries.  I  have  heard  nothing  yet  from  Col. 
Peyton,  respecting  those  Lands  which  you  appear  charged  with 
at  the  Loudoun  Sale;  there  is  no  doubt,  I  presume,  of  Combs  or 
others  taking  them  of  your  hands,  if  there  be,  the  Sums  bid  for 
them,  will  require  to  be  added  to  your  acct. 
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I  cannot  say  but  that  I  should  have  liked  to  have  had  1224 
acres  of  land  warranted  to  me,instead  of  your  granting  1200  acres 
more  or  less;  for,  as  it  was  upon  the  presumption  that  the 
Tracts  of  Gray  and  Adams  contain'd  this  quantity,  clear  of  dis- 
puted bounds,  that  I  agreed  to  give  the  price  I  did;  so,  if  it  falls 
short  (I  mean  more  than  is  generally  allowed  for  variation  of 
Instruments)  I  shall  not  much  like,  or  indeed  think  myself 
bound  by  it;  and  am  inclined  to  think  (as  Mr.  Carlyle  also 
does)  that  Hough  must  have  made  some  mistake  in  his  Meas- 
urements, as  the  original  Patents  to  Adams  and  Gray  together, 
contain  no  more  than  1 168  Acres,  whilst  it  appears  that  Adams's 
Patent  runs  into  Gray's,  and  one  half  or  near  it  of  Gray's  is 
taken  away  by  Strutfields;  notwithstanding  all  which,  Hough 
you  say  (for  I  have  no  Plat,  or  report  of  his  makes  56  acres  more 
than  is  granted  by  both  Patents;  at  the  sametime  that  he  differs 
but  little  (I  perceive  by  your  Plat)  from  the  Original  Courses 
and  distances. 

I  do  not  pretend  either,  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  phrazes 
which  constitute  a  general  Warranty,  but  the  words  made  use 
of  by  you,  for  this  purpose,  are  not  so  strong  and  emphatical  as 
I  have  generally  observed  upon  these  occasions;  which  usually 
run  in  some  such  manner  as  this,  "from  the  claim,  or  claims  of 
any  Person  or  persons  whatsoever  the  said;  his  heirs  etc  doth 
warrant,  and  will  forever  defend"  your  Covenant  may,  for 
aught  I  know  be  Tantamount,  although  no  such  expressions 
are  used,  and  therefore,  I  shall  say  nothing  further  on  this  head. 
It  was  my  Intention  to  have  run  round  the  Lines  of  these 
Tracts,  and  tried  the  Contents  of  them  myself,  but  I  have  never 
been  a  day  well  since  my  return  from  Frederick,  nor  a  day 
without  Company.  If  you  have  Adams  conveyance,  I  should 
be  glad  to  be  furnished  with  it  when  you  send  the  Copy  of  the 
power  of  attorney,  to  McCoul  and  Blair,  as  I  have  no  paper 
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relative  to  this  Land,  except  an  unattested  Copy  of  the  Pro- 
prietors Deed  to  him. 

I  have  wrote  to  your  Brother95  since  I  came  home,  I  intended 
a  short  Letter,  just  to  advise  him  of  the  amount  of  the  Sales,  but 
insensibly  run  into  a  long  one,  Inclosed  is  a  Copy  of  it,  as  also 
of  the  two  queries  which  he  seems  anxious  for  your  answering, 
the  reason  of  my  repeating  them  to  you,  now,  being  that  they 
are  again  urged  to  me  in  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Montagu,  if  you 
choose  to  answer  them,  it  may  be  by  way  of  Letter  to  me,  which 
I  can  Inclose  to  your  Brother.  It  was  for  this  reason,  I  have 
furnished  you  with  my  preparatory  Letter. 

As  Yr.  quantity  of  Wheat  threshed  at  Marlborough,  agree- 
ably to  your  Letter  of  the  13th.  Inst,  is  too  much  for  a  Load; 
and  as  the  Hollidays  are  at  hand,  and  bad  weather  probably 
approaching,  it  will  be  out  of  my  power  to  send  for  it  very 
soon;  indeed  this  will  always  be  the  case  (which  makes  no  ma- 
terial difference  to  me)  if  it  cannot  be  got  ready  for  delivery 
before  Christmas  it  being  difficult,  afterwards,  to  procure  Craft 
till  the  Frosts  are  thought  to  be  over  in  the  Spring. 

I  have  heard  no  person  speak  of  the  Sale  of  Cattle  in  Freder- 
ick but  what  thought  it  a  great  one,  I  have  mentioned  the 
average  price  to  no  one  since,  but  what  thinks  I  might  buy  for 
much  less  and  although  I  do  not  dispute,  as  I  have  never  seen, 
the  goodness  of  your  Cattle  at  Marlborough,  yet,  give  me  leave 
my  friend,  to  tell  you,  that  you  are  too  sanguine  in  your  expec- 
tations in  Matters  of  this  sort.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  buy  at 
high  prices,  as  I  am  in  no  immediate  want,  my  design,  as  I 
raise  a  great  deal  of  Provender,  was  to  stock  my  Plantations 
more  plentifully  than  they  are,  if  I  could  purchase  upon  such 
terms  as  I  liked;  and  hearing  you  talk  of  selling  Cattle  from 
Marlborough,  I  thought  it  might  answer  both  our  purposes; 

98  George  Mercer. 
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but  you  are  to  observe  that,  if  your  Bond  upon  delivery  of  the 
Cattle,  is  to  have  a  credit  for  the  amount  of  yr.  Sale,  it  is,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  a  ready  money  Sale  to  both  of  us;  although 
no  cash  is  deposited.  Tis,  in  fact,  is  the  case  in  respect  to  the 
Land,  which  makes  the  ^446  allowed  for  your  Moiety  equal  to 
;£ 468.6.0  a  year  hence,  to  say  nothing  of  the  disadvantage  at- 
tending ready  money  Sales;  and  is  a  circumstance  I  did  not 
advert  to.  The  kind  of  Cattle  I  should  prefer,  would  be  Cows 
and  Heifers,  as  they  would  put  me  into  a  full  stock  the  soonest; 
but  when  I  wrote  to  you,  on  this  Subject,  my  intention,  if  we 
could  agree  upon  terms,  was  to  take  of  all  you  could  spare  of 
every  kind;  if  the  person  I  should  send  liked  the  Cattle  at 
the  price  they  should  be  offered,  and  found  they  were  not  the 
worse  for  having  a  parcel  pick'd  out  for  your  Plantation  use, 
for  I  would  not  be  concern'd  with  Refuse  Cattle  at  any  rate. 

I  find,  in  order  to  lay  your  Brother's  affairs  fully  before  him 
in  my  next,  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  have  Copies  of 
both  the  Reports  made  by  the  Commissioners,  neither  of  which 
I  have,  as  I  think  you  spoke  something  of  a  Plan,  when  we  were 
in  Fredk.  together,  of  your  Committee  being  branched  out  to 
answer  different  purposes  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  procur- 
ing me  a  Copy  of  your  Resolution  respecting  the  Matter.  A 
plan  of  this  kind  I  am  sure  is  necessary  for  us,  and  we  may  be 
benifitted  by  a  Precedent. 

With  very  great  esteem,  and  with  the  Compliments  of  the 
Season,  I  remain,  etc.96 


90  The  letter  is  indorsed:  "The  genl.  then  corresponded  with  Mr.  Montague,  the  friend 
of  Mr.  Gravatt  and  brother  of  Miss  Wroughton,  thro'  whom  the  power  of  attorney 
originally  came  to  George  Mason,  John  Taylor, and  the  gen'l.  to  sell  G.Mercer's  estates 
in  Frederick  and  Loudoun. 

"Moiety  of  four  mile  run  land  estimated  at  ^446  conveyed  to  the  gen'l.  in  discharge 
of  John  Mercer's  debt  to  Custis — one  of  the  old  debts  estimated  in  the  settlement 
between  the  father  and  sons  at  ^2300." 

The  original  of  this  letter  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  George  A.  Ball,  of  Philadel- 
phia, to  whose  courtesy  the  editor  is  indebted  for  a  copy. 
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*To  ROBERT  McMICKAN 

Mount  Vernon,  January  7, 1775. 

Sir:  Your  Letters  of  the  29th.  of  June,  3d.  and  8th.  of  Augt., 
and  3d.  of  October  are  all  before  me,  and  I  cannot  help  com- 
plaing.  of  the  great  hardship  and  injustice  done  me  in  detain- 
ing the  Brigantine  Farmer  Six  Weeks  at  Port  Morant  till  the 
purchasers  of  Mr.  Adam's  Herrings  could  take  them  away, 
and  replace  Rum  from  different  parts  of  the  Country.  Surely 
such  a  thing  was  never  done  before !  What  more  had  the  Ves- 
sel to  do,  than  deliver  its  Freight  agreeable  to  the  Bill  of  Lading 
at  the  Port  it  went  to  ?  Could  it  be  supposed,  that  for  the  usual 
Freight,  I  would  have  engaged  a  Vessel  to  lay  Six  Weeks  at  the 
above  Place  till  Planters  from  different  parts  of  the  Island,  a 
thing  I  never  heard  of  till  return  of  the  Brig,  should  find  it 
convenient  to  fetch  away  the  Commodities  they  had  contracted 
for  ?  Mr.  Adams  denies  having  any  knowledge  of  such  design, 
and  I  think  it  exceeding  unreasonable  that  I  should  be  the 
sufferer  by  such  a  practice. 

As  you  have  not  sent  me  the  Sugar  and  other  Articles  wrote 
for  before  now,  you  will  please  not  to  do  it  now,  as,  by  an 
Article  of  the  Continental  Association  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
return  them  if  they  arrive  in  Virginia  after  the  first  day  of  next 
Month ;  there  being  no  other  alternative  after  that  date.  I  could 
have  wished  to  have  receiv'd  these  things  in  time,  but  must  now 
forego  the  advantage  of  them  and  leave  the  Balle.  due  me  in 
your  hands  till  I  can  see  how  otherwise  to  apply  it.  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  JAMES  CLEVELAND 

January  10, 1775. 
As  I  am  resolved,  if  no  unforeseen  accident  happens  to  pre- 
vent it,  to  have  my  people  at  work  upon  my  lands  on  the  Ohio, 
by  the  last  day  of  March,  no  steps  previous  to  this  undertaking 
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should  be  delayed,  by  which  a  disappointment  must  follow.  I, 
therefore,  knowing  it  will  take  some  time  to  collect  provisions, 
and  tools  to  carry  on  this  work,  and  that  the  transportation  of 
them  in  the  spring  early  over  the  Allegany  Mountains  may 
be  attended  with  difficulty  and  uncertainty,  do  request  and 
require  you  to  go  immediately  over  to  Gilbert  Simpson's  in  the 
Redstone  settlement,  and  there  do,  or  attempt  to  do,  the  follow- 
ing things : — 

First.  Engage  anywhere  between  one  hundred  and  fifty  and 
two  hundred  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  and  to  prevent  disap- 
pointments, let  it  be  actually  lodged  at  Gilbert  Simpson's  before 
the  first  day  of  March.  Also  engage  upon  the  best  terms  you 
can  to  be  delivered  as  aforesaid,  about  fifteen  hundredweight 
of  bacon;  and  desire  Mr.  Simpson  by  all  means  to  have  them 
securely  lodged  for  you  at  his  house  by  that  time  at  furthest. 

Second.  Engage  upon  the  best  terms  you  can,  such,  and  so 
many  canoes,  as  are  absolutely  necessary  to  transport  your  pro- 
visions and  tools  down  the  river.  And  to  avoid  the  expence  of 
bags  as  much  as  possible,  try  if  one  of  the  canoes  cannot  be  fitted 
up  in  such  a  manner  as  to  carry  your  corn  and  bacon  with  the 
assistance  of  one  or  two  only.  Perhaps  the  canoes  built  for 
me  last  year  may  again  be  got.  Speak  to  Major  Crawford  on 
this  head. 

Third.  If  Mr.  Simpson  has  not  already  moved  all  the  tools 
and  necessaries  which  were  carried  out  for  me  last  spring,  from 
Val.  Crawford's,  let  it  be  done  as  soon  as  you  get  out.  Here  with 
is  a  list  of  what  he  acknowledges  he  had  left  upon  hand  in 
September  last,  as  also  of  what  he  carried  out.  Take  an  exact 
account  of  everything  you  find  and  have  them  secured  at 
Mr.  Simpson's  ready  at  your  departure  down  the  river.  After 
which  see  what  things  you  will  want  for  your  undertaking 
down  the  river,  and  then 
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Fourth.  Try  if  they  are  to  be  had  out  there,  at  what  prices, 
and  if  you  find  the  only  difference  to  lie  in  the  expence  of  the 
carriage  out,  endeavor  to  buy  every  thing  you  can  want  there, 
rather  than  run  the  hazard  of  sending  them  from  hence  in 
March,  and  have  them  lodged  as  above;  for  if  you  do  not  get 
every  thing  into  his  possession,  you  may  more  than  probable 
depend  upon  promises,  and  be  disappointed  after  your  men 
are  assembled  and  ready  to  start,  which  must  occasion  a  delay, 
and  of  course  a  loss  to  me,  not  only  of  time,  but  in  having  men 
upon  expences. 

Fifth.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  engage  potatoe  seed,  Pease,  and 
such  things,  as  will  not  only  contribute  to  your  better  living, 
but  will,  in  case  corn  should  be  found  very  scarce  and  difficult 
to  be  got  make  the  less  of  it  necessary ;  for  I  do  expect  that  from 
the  breaking  up  of  the  plantations  last  year,  and  the  great  num- 
ber of  people  that  will  be  going  over  this,  that  corn  will  be  very 
scarce  and  exceeding  dear.  If  you  could  get  peach,  or  any  other 
kind  of  fruit  stones,  or  apple  seeds,  it  would  not  be  amiss  to 
engage  them  to  carry  out  with  you. 

Sixth.  Inasmuch  as  both  time  and  expences  will  be  saved  by 
engaging  men  in  the  Redstone  settlement  to  go  with  you  down 
the  river,  I  would  have  you  make  diligent  enquiry  whether 
they  are  to  be  had,  and  upon  what  terms,  and  engage  at  least 
five  upon  the  best  terms  you  can,  and  have  them  bound  in  the 
articles  given  you.  If  you  should  meet  with  such  people  as  you 
think  will  answer  the  purpose,  in  your  own  neighborhood  or 
elsewhere,  you  might  engage  them,  provided  you  can  depend 
upon  their  going  at  the  proper  time  and  will  transport  them- 
selves without  any  expence  to  me. 

Seventh.  If  you  can  hire  negro  fellows,  or  choose  to  carry  any 
of  your  own,  upon  the  terms  I  mentioned  to  you,  there  will  not 
in  that  case  be  occasion  to  hire  so  many  white  men  as  above 
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(to  wit,  five) .  And  as  I  am  told  that  there  are  three  of  the  serv- 
ants which  I  sent  out  last  spring  still  at  Mr.  Val.  Crawford's  and 
his  brother,  Captain  Crawford's,  ready  to  be  employed  in  my 
service;  you  may  direct  them  to  stay  where  they  are,  and  be 
ready  again  the  15th  of  March;  or  if  Gilbert  Simpson  wants 
hands  for  my  mill  work,  let  them  be  employed  (instead  or  hire- 
lings) there,  till  the  15th  of  March  aforesaid. 

Eight.  As  the  rest  of  the  servants  were  sold,  and  the  money 
by  this  time  become  due,  I  have  desired  Mr.  Val.  Crawford,  if 
he  has  received  it,  to  pay  it  to  you;  and  if  he  has  not,  to  let  you 
have  the  purchaser's  bonds,  which  give  to  Mr.  Simpson,  and 
desire  him  to  collect  the  money  and  apply  it  towards  payment 
of  the  mill  accounts.  If  you  can  get  corn,  or  other  provisions, 
tools,  or  other  things  of  Val.  Crawford,  I  would  have  you  do  it, 
as  it  will  save  me  the  payment  of  cash;  but  be  sure  to  have  the 
matter  fixed  in  such  a  manner  with  him  as  to  run  no  risque  of 
a  disappointment. 

You  may  get  corn  and  other  things  from  Captain  Crawford, 
in  like  manner;  but  that  you  may  not  depend  too  much  upon 
these  uncertain  chances,  I  now  furnish  you  with  £60,  Pennsyl- 
vania money,  and  whatever  it  falls  short  of  the  amount  of  your 
purchases  I  will  supply  when  you  go  out  again,  that  everybody 
may  be  paid  for  what  you  get  of  them. 

As  I  must  set  off  for  the  Assembly  by  the  first  of  February, 
and  shall  want  to  see  you  before  I  go,  I  would  have  you  en- 
deavor [if]  it  can  conveniently  be  done,  to  be  down  here  by  that 
time.  I  have  nothing  more  to  add  at  present  than  to  wish  you 
success  in  your  journey,  and  am  &c.97 

87  These  instructions,  in  an  unidentified  hand,  are  signed  by  Washington.  Cleve- 
land, because  of  illness,  was  obliged  to  relinquish  control  of  the  expedition  in  favor  of 
William  Stevens;  but  he  took  charge  again  in  April,  1775.  The  articles  of  agreement, 
dated  Jan.  10,  1775,  between  Washington  and  Cleveland,  who  was  from  Loudoun 
County,  Va.,  are  in  the  Washington  Papers.  By  them  the  business  was  to  be  conducted 
by  Cleveland  until  Dec.  10,  1775,  and  he  was  to  be  paid  £100  Virginia  currency. 
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*  INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  JAMES  CLEVELAND 

Sir:  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you  to  follow  after  the  People 
I  have  sent  out  as  soon  as  you  can  do  it  with  safety,  as  much 
depends  upon  making  a  proper  beginning. 

If  you  should  not  arrive  at  Gilbert  Simpson's  till  after  William 
Stevens  is  gone  with  the  People,  Provision,  and  Tools;  you  will 
follow  them  by  Land,  or  Water,  as  you  shall  find  it  most  con- 
venient. I  directed  Stevens  to  leave  his  Baggage  Horses  there,  in 
order  that  you  might  go  by  Land  if  you  chose  it,  as  it  would  be 
the  most  expeditious  way  and  you  would  want  the  Horses  on 
the  Land  to  draw  in  your  Logs,  Plow,  and  bring  in  your  Game. 

If  you  should  go  by  Land,  I  shall  have  no  objections  to  your 
buying,  and  carrying  two  or  three  Cows  down  with  you,  if  they 
are  to  be  had  upon  reasonable  terms.  If  you  should  buy  Cows 
get  a  Bull  also  that  the  Breed  may  be  propagated.  You  will  find 
a  Bell  necessary  for  them,  as  also  for  the  Horses. 

As  you  know  the  general  Plan,  and  design  of  my  Seating 
these  Lands,  I  shall  not  hamper  you  with  particular  Instruc- 
tions, but  leave  you  to  be  governd  by  Circumstances.  My  first 
and  indeed  principal  aim,  is,  to  save  as  much  Land  as  possible 
in  the  shortest  time,  and  at  the  least  expence.  If  this  could  be 
done  in  such  a  manner,  and  by  such  means,  as  to  be  serviceable 
hereafter,  it  would  be  so  much  the  better;  and  for  this  reason 
it  is,  I  shall  leave  you  to  act  from  Circumstances. 

It  runs  in  my  head,  that  if  there  is  a  good  stream  of  Water 
upon  any  of  the  Tracts,  and  a  convenient  place,  out  of  the  way 
of  Freshes,  to  build  a  Mill  that  this  might  be  as  good  a  method 
as  any  to  save  the  Land  provided  an  Industrious  Millwright 
could  be  engaged  and  there  could  be  any  certain  prospect  of 
getting  Iron  work  without  much  trouble  or  Inconvenience. 

When  you  see  Steven's,  call  for  the  Instruction's  I  gave  him, 
in  order  that  you  may  see  what  is  there  required  and  govern 
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yourself  thereby  as  nearly  as  Circumstances  will  permit;  for  I 
do  not  mean  to  tye  you  down  strictly  to  any  certain  Rule,  but 
to  allow  you  to  Act  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  appear  most  for 
my  Interest. 

If  you  should  find  any  of  the  white  Servants  obstinate,  and  de- 
termind  not  to  behave  well,  I  hereby  give  you  full  power  and 
Authority  to  sell  and  dispose  of  them  to  the  best  advantage.  I 
have  given  Stevens  a  description  of  each,  that  in  case  any  should 
attempt  to  runaway,  they  may  be  advertisd,  and  every  pains 
taken  to  recover  them  that  can  be  consistently. 

Write  to  me  by  every  opportunity,  as  it  is  very  probable  that 
not  one  Letter  in  five  will  come  to  hand.  Mention  in  all  of 
them,  therefore,  what  you  want  and  how  you  go  on. 

After  you  have  got  a  place  Inclosed,  try  and  buy  me  all  the 
Buffaloe  Calves  you  can  get  and  make  them  as  gentle  as  possible. 
I  would  not  stick  at  any  reasonable  price  for  them,  especially 
the  Cow  Calves,  but  I  should  like  at  least  two  Bull  Calves  for 
fear  of  Accidents  as  I  am  very  anxious  to  raise  a  Breed  of  them. 

Take  the  two  Servants  from  Majr.  Crawford's  that  he  offered, 
if  you  find  from  their  Character  that  they  will  answer  your 
purpose,  and  that  they  will  be  useful  to  you.  If  you  get  them, 
you  may,  in  my  name,  promise  them  a  year  of  their  time  if  they 
behave  so  as  to  deserve  it. 

I  wish  you  your  Health  and  success  and  am,  etc.98 

*To  JOHN  WEST 

Mount  Vernon,  January  13, 1775. 
Sir:  Your  Letter  of  the  8th.,  which  is  just  handed  to  me, 
could  not  have  given  you  more  pain  in  writing,  than  it  has 


88  These  instructions,  undated,  are  in  the  writing  of  Washington,  on  a  sheet  of  the 
same  paper  as  the  instructions  of  January  10,  and  appear  to  have  been  folded  and  filed 
with  them.  They  may  have  been  written  in  April.  Ford  thinks  they  should  be  dated 
after  March  6. 
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done  me  in  reading;  Because  I  never  deny,  or  even  hesitate  in 
granting  any  request  that  is  made  to  me  (especially  by  persons 
I  esteem,  and  in  matters  of  moment)  without  feeling  in  ex- 
pressable  uneasiness.  I  do  not  wonder  at  your  sollicitude  on 
acct.  of  your  (only)  Son.  In  Nurturing,  and  bringing  him  up 
in  a  proper  Tract,  is  no  doubt,  an  object  of  great  concern  to  you, 
as  well  as  Importance  to  him;  but  two  things  are  essentially 
necessary  in  the  Man  to  whom  this  charge  is  committed.  A 
Capacity  of  judging  with  propriety,  of  Measures  proper  to  be 
taken  in  the  Government  of  a  youth;  and  leizure  sufficient  to 
attend  the  Execution  of  these  Measures.  That  you  are  pleased 
to  think  favorably  of  me,  in  respect  to  the  first,  I  shall  take 
for  granted,  from  the  request  you  have  made,  but  to  shew 
my  incapacity  of  attending  to  the  latter  with  that  good  faith 
which  I  think  every  man  ought  to  do,  who  undertakes  a  trust 
of  this  Interesting  nature,  I  can  solemnly  declare  to  you, that  for 
this  year  or  two  past,  there  has  been  scarce  a  Moment  that  I  can 
properly  call  my  own:  For  what  with  my  own  business,  my 
present  Wards,  My  Mothers  (which  is  wholely  in  my  hands), 
Colo.  Colvills,  Mrs.  Savages,  Colo.  Fairfax's,  Colo.  Mercers 
(for  Colo.  Tayloe  though  he  accepted  of  the  Trust  jointly  with 
myself,  seems  no  ways  inclined  to  take  any  part  of  the  Exe- 
cution of  it),  and  the  little  Assistance  I  have  undertaken  to 
give  in  the  management  of  my  Brother  Augustines  Affairs  (for 
I  have  absolutely  refused  to  qualify  as  an  Executor)  keeps  me, 
together  with  the  share  I  take  in  publick  Affairs,  constantly  en- 
gaged in  writing  Letters,  Settling  Accts.,  and  Negotiating  one 
piece  of  business  or  another  in  behalf  of  one  or  other  of  these 
Concerns;  by  which  means  I  have  really  been  deprivd  of  every 
kind  of  enjoyment,  and  had  almost  fully  resolved,  to  engage  in 
no  fresh  matter,  till  I  had  entirely  wound  up  the  old. 
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Thus  much  Sir,  Candour,  indeed  the  principles  of  common 
honesty,  obliged  me  to  relate  to  you;  as  it  is  not  my  will  to 
deceive  any  person  by  promising  what  I  do  not  think  it  is  in  my 
power  to  perform,  with  that  punctuallity  and  rectitude  wch. 
I  conceive  the  nature  of  the  trust  would  require  of  me.  I  do 
not  however  give  a  flat  refusal  to  your  request,  I  rather  wish 
you  to  be  fully  informed  of  my  Situation,  that  you  may  think, 
with  me,  or  as  I  do,  that  if  it  should  please  the  Almighty  to 
take  you  to  himself,  so  soon  as  you  apprehend  (but  I  hope 
without  just  cause)  that  your  Son  maybe  placed  in  better  hands 
than  mine;  if  you  think  otherwise,  I  will  do  the  best  I  can 
merely  as  Guardian. 

I  think  you  will  act  very  prudently  in  having  your  Will  Re- 
vised by  some  person  knowing  in  the  Law,  as  a  Testators  Inten- 
tion's, is  often  defeated,  by  different  Interpretations  of  Statutes, 
which  require  the  whole  business  of  a  Man's  life  to  be  perfectly 
conversant  In;  and  in  such  a  case  as  yours  where  there  are  Chil- 
dren by  different  Ventures,  it  becomes  still  more  necessary.  I 
shall  not,  after  what  I  have  here  said,  add  any  thing  more  than 
my  wishes,  which  are  sincerely  offered,  for  your  recovery,  and 
that  you  may  live  to  see  the  accomplishment  of  your  Son's 
Education  &ca.  being  with  very  great  esteem  Sir,  etc. 

To  WILLIAM  BRONAUGH 

Mount  Vernon,  January  18, 1775. 
Dr.  Sir:  The  draft  on  the  other  side  shews  the  Interest  that 
four  of  us  have  in  the  Patent  that  was  granted  to  you  and  others 
for  7894  acres  of  Land  on  the  great  Kanhawa,  but  as  Colo.  Muse 
and  I  had  another  Patent  adjoining  this  granted  to  Us  and  as  it 
was  more  convenient  to  us  both  to  have  our  Lands  in  a  Body 
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than  in  detached  Pieces,  we  agreed  upon  an  exchange,  so  that  the 

two  thousand  acres  I  am  to  have  of  you,  will  be  added  to  his  own 

hundred  and  make  his  interest  in  the  Patent  of  7894  acres  2100 

he  having  lately  wrote  to  me  to  have  a  division  of  this  Tract, 

I  informed  him  that  I  knew  of  no  method  of  doing  this  soon 

or  indeed  better  than  by  numbering  3  Tickets  and  drawing 

for  them  the  Person  drawing  No.  1  to  have  his  quantity  of 

Land  be  it  more  or  less  laid  off  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Tract, 

as  by  the  supposed  line  AB  the  Person  drawing  No.  2  to  have 

his  next  as  by  the  other  supposed  line  CD  and  the  third  number 

to  take  his  quantity  at  the  lower  end  as  I  know  no  difference  in 

the  quality  of  the  land  and  if  there  was  each  Person  having  an 

equal  Chance  to  get  it,  I  could  not  think  of  any  better  method, 

Colo.  Muse  and  the  Doctr.  both  agree  to  this  and  if  you  consent 

and  will  impower  Colo.  Peyton  or  some  other  at  Williamsbg 

to  draw  for  you  I  will  desire  the  Doct.  to  do  the  same,  by  which 

means  we  can  ascertain  the  part  of  the  tract  where  each  Persons 

Lott  is  to  be;  divide  it  on  the  Plot  giving  each  man  his  due 

Quantity  and  have  a  Partition  Deed  drawn  ready  for  execution 

the  Lines  may  be  run  and  marked  At  any  time  thereafter,  but 

for  fear  of  death  the  Partition  Deed  shoud  not  be  delayed;  I 

mention  this  matter  as  the  best  expedient  I  can  think  of,  if  you 

approve  of  it  please  write  me  as  soon  as  possible  that  I  may  have 

time  to  send  to  Doct.  Craik  to  request  his  appointment  of  some 

Person  in  Williamsbg  to  act  for  him,  before  I  set  off  for  that 

place  which  I  expect  will  happen  about  the  12th. of  nextmonth. 

I  remain,  etc. 

*ToLORD  STIRLING 

January  [20],  1775. 
My  Lord:  Your  Lordships  favour  of  the  31st.  of  October 
never  came  to  my  hands  till  a  few  days  ago  and  then  unaccom- 
panied with  any  Printed  Lists  of  the  fortunate  Prizes  as 
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mentiond  in  your  Letter;  some  time  ago  I  came  across  one  of 
these  Lists  in  a  Gentns.  possession  wch.  I  found  that  out  of  the 
Six  Tickets  wch.  I  kept  on  my  own  Acct.  two  of  them  were 
fortunate,  viz. 

One  of  ;£  200  No.  58  in  the  division  of  Wenhams  great 
Lot,  in  the  Hardenbergs  Patent,  in  Ulster  County  near 
Rochester 

The  other  (I  think)  of  £6  and  numberd  347 

If  your  Lordship  will  be  obliging  enough  to  let  me  know 
what  kind  of  Lotts  these  are,  and  what  kind  of  use  they  can  be 
put  to,  I  shall  thank  you.  Not  having  a  list  about  me  (at  the 
time  I  examined  my  own)  of  the  remaining  12  Tickets  I  could 
not  tell  whether  any  of  them  were  fortunate  or  not,  but  have 
wrote  to  the  purchasers  for  payment,  and  shall  settle  with  Mr. 
Cock  agreeable  to  your  Lordships  desire. 

In  respect  to  my  own  Lotts  you  will  please  to  do  the  needful 
in  respect  to  the  conveyance  of  them.  My  respectful  Compts. 
await  Lady  Sterlg.,  Lady  Mary,  and  Lady  Kitty,  and  I  am  with 
the  greatest  esteem,  etc. 

To  WILLIAM  MILNOR 

Mount  Vernon,  January  23, 1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  3d.  is  come  to  hand:  the  Gentle- 
men for  whom  the  forty  musquets  were  intended,  want  no 
letters  stamped  on  them;  but  I  should  think  it  would  be  an 
advantage  to  have  them  numbered.  I  cannot  order  Letters 
on  the  Cartooch  Boxes,  because  I  do  not  know  the  particular 
persons,  for  whom  they  are  designed. 

Your  troubles,  I  find,  are  like  to  increase  in  proportion  to 
your  good  nature  in  undertaking  business,  and  the  applications 
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which  are  made  to  me  in  the  Military  Department.  I  have  lately 
received  a  request  from  the  Officers  of  the  Prince  William  Inde- 
pendant  Company,  for  the  following  Articles; 
4  Officers  Sashes  like  the  one  you  sent  me 
4  Gorgets  Do        Do  d'bled.  having  the  Virginia 

Arms  engraved;  but  some  what  smaller  than  the  last. 
4  Shoulder  Knots  exactly  like  the  one  I  had 
8  Do  Do  for  the  Sergeants  and  Corporals,  also 
made  of  Gold;  but  not  so  showy,  finishing  at  the  point 
of  the  Shoulder  with  a  round  rose  of  gold  fringe,  the 
rose  to  be  a  little  broader  than  the  double  of  the  Lace 
which  it  is  on. 

The  above  things  are  for  the  Prince  William  Company,  and 
will  be  paid  for  by  the  Gentlemen  to  whom  the  enclosed  Letter 
is  directed,  and  to  whom  you  are  to  apply  for  the  cost.  As 
Sashes  are  not  to  be  had  in  Philadelphia,  the  Gentlem.  beg  that 
New  York  may  be  tried;  and  the  whole  to  be  sent  as  soon  as 
ready.  I  am  at  the  same  time,  in  behalf  of  the  Fairfax  Inde- 
pendn.,  to  request  the  favor  of  you  to  send, 

8  Shoulder  Knots  for  the  Sergeant  and  Corporals  of  their 

Company,  exactly  in  all  respects  like  those  intended 

for  Prince  William. 

These  last  Shoulder  Knots  for  the  Fairfax  Company  you  will 
please  to  charge  to  me;  and  as  soon  as  you  can  ascertain  what 
I  owe  you,  let  me  know  it,  that  I  may  pay  the  money  to  you,  or 
to  your  order. 

If  Cobourn  shou'd  not  have  sailed,  before  this  Letter  reaches 
you,  please  to  direct  the  Musquet  you  talk'd  of  sending  per 
him,  to  Mr.  Grayson  of  Dumfries  (along  with  the  colours  and 
Drums  for  Prince  William)  as  the  forty  stand  of  Arms  are  for 
that  Company.  Pray  how  soon  cou'd  an  hundred  stand  more, 
be  got  ? 

Please  to  inform  old  Mr.  Wilper,  that  we  look  upon  the 
Peace,  which  Lord  Dunmore  made  with  the  Indians  to  be 
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conclusive  and  certain,  and  that  I  dare  say  it  will  be  of  lasting 
duration.  Be  so  good  at  the  same  time  to  present  him  with 
the  inclosed  letter  respecting  his  money,  I  was  to  receive  from 
Mr.  Cutbert  Bullett.  I  am,  with  complimts.  to  Mrs.  Milnor, 
Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

To  COLONEL  THOMAS  CRESAP 

Mount  Vernon,  February  7, 1775. 
Sir:  The  Acting  Executors  of  my  Brother  Augustine,  have 
been  lately  informed  that  you  have  taken  possession  of  the 
Land,  belonging  to  his  younger  Son,  above  Fort  Cumberland; 
that  you  have  filled  it  with  Tenants,  receive  the  rents,  and,  that 
the  Land  is  in  a  fair  way  of  being  injured,  to  the  great  prej- 
udice of  the  Orphan.  As  they  cannot  conceive  under  what 
pretext  this  is  done,  they  would  fain  hope  that  the  information 
is  groundless;  but  that  they  may  know  from  yourself  the  cer- 
tainty of  this  report,  and  if  true,  under  what  pretence  it  is  done, 
I  have  at  their  request  (for  I  have  never  qualified  as  an  Executor 
myself)  given  you  the  trouble  of  this  Letter;  sincerely  hoping 
that  you  do  not  mean  to  involve  them  in  a  disagreeable  Law 
contest  in  support  of  a  Right,  which  was  never  before  ques- 
tioned, and  which  you  yourself,  within  these  five  years,  so  far 
acknowledged  to  me,  as  to  express  a  desire  of  buying  the  Land. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  on  this  head,  and  am,  Sir,  etc. 

To  DOCTOR  JOHN  CONNOLLY 

Mount  Vernon,  February  25, 1775. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  servant,  on  his  return  from  Williamsburg, 
affords  me  occasion  to  answer  your  polite  letter.  I  confess  the 
state  of  affairs  is  sufficiently  alarming;  which  our  critical  situa- 
tion, with  regard  to  the  Indians  does  not  diminish:  but  as  you 
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have  wrote  to  Lord  Dunmore,  relative  to  the  prisoners  under 
your  charge,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  Lordship's  having 
now  transmitted  you  the  necessary  directions  on  that  subject. 
I  have  only  to  express  my  most  ardent  wishes  that  every  meas- 
ure, consistent  with  reason  and  sound  policy,  may  be  adopted 
to  keep  those  people,  at  this  time,  in  good  humor;  for  another 
rupture  would  not  only  ruin  the  external,  but  internal  parts  of 
this  government.  If  the  journal  of  your  proceedings  in  the 
Indian  war  is  to  be  published,  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  what  I  have  long  coveted.  With  us  here,  things  wear  a 
disagreeable  aspect;  and  the  minds  of  men  are  exceedingly  dis- 
turbed at  the  measures  of  the  British  government.  The  King's 
Speech  and  Address  of  both  Houses,  prognosticate  nothing 
favorable  to  us;  but  by  some  subsequent  proceedings  thereto, 
as  well  as  by  private  letters  from  London,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  the  ministry  would  willingly  change  their  ground, 
from  a  conviction  the  forcible  measures  will  be  inadequate  to 
the  end  designed.  A  little  time  must  now  unfold  the  mystery, 
as  matters  are  drawing  to  a  point.  I  am  &c." 

^INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  WILLIAM  STEVENS 

March  6, 1775. 

As  Mr.  James  Cleveland,  whom  I  have  employed  to  take 
charge  of  my  business  upon  the  Ohio,  is  rendered  unable  at  this 
time  by  sickness,  to  proceed  out  with  my  People,  I  must  com- 
mit the  care  and  management  of  them,  and  the  business  to  you, 
till  he  can  follow,  or  till  you  can  hear  further  from  me. 

Proceed  therefore,  without  any  unnecessary  loss  of  time, 
to  Mr.  Gilbert  Simpson's  on  Youghiogany,  where  I  expect 

"The  text  is  by  Ford  from  A  Narrative  of  the  Transactions,  Imprisonment,  and 
Sufferings  of  John  Connolly,  an  American  Loyalist  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  His 
Majesty's  Service,  printed  in  the  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography, 
vols.  12  and  13.  This  letter  is  also  printed  in  Force's  American  Archives,  Fourth 
Series,  vol.  2,  121,  122. 
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Provision's  are  laid  In,  and  where  Majr.  Crawford  will  have  in 
readiness  Tools,  and  Canoes  ready  to  transport  you  down  the 
River;  do  not  delay  one  moment  longer  than  you  can  help  in 
that  Settlement,  but  set  out  with  all  your  necessaries  by  Water 
for  the  great  Kanhawa.  Your  Provisions  will  go  in  Casks  which 
are  provided  for  the  purpose;  but  the  two  Horses  which  are 
sent  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  in  your  Logs,  fetching  in  your 
Provisions,  and  tending  your  Corn  when  they  can  be  spared 
from  other  business,  must  be  sent  down  by  Land  in  the  manner 
which  shall  appear  most  advisable  to  you  at  Simpson's. — 

The  Land  you  are  to  go  to,  lays  on  the  great  Kanhawa  on  the 
lower  or  Right  hand  side  as  you  go  up  it;  the  Tract  begins  abt. 
two  Miles  from  the  Mouth  of  that  River  and  runs  up  the  same, 
binding  therewith,  for  Seventeen  Miles;  you  may  begin  your 
Improvements  therefore  in  any  part,  but  nearest  the  middle 
(for  fear  of  getting  of  it)  would  be  best  if  you  can  carry  on  your 
works  to  equal  advantage  to  do  wch.  you  should  examine  the 
Bottoms  well  to  see  where  you  can  clear  most  in  the  shortest  time. 

So  soon  as  you  have  pitchd  upon  the  Spot  to  begin  your  Im- 
provements on,  use  every  diligence  in  your  power  to  get  as 
much  Land  as  possible  ready  for  Corn,  and  continue  planting, 
even  with  the  rare  ripe  Corn,  as  long  as  you  think  it  shall  have 
time  to  come  to  perfection.  You  may,  in  the  meanwhile,  be 
putting  up  Houses  for  the  Convenience  of  yourselves  to  live  in, 
but  do  not  spend  any  time  in  fencing  in  the  Field  till  it  is  too 
late  to  Plant,  as  the  Corn  can  take  no  Injury  till  some  time  after 
it  is  up  which  will  be  time  enough  to  begin  Fencing. 

After  the  Season  is  too  far  advanced  for  Planting,  and  you 
have  Inclosed  the  Field,  you  are  then  to  go  to  such  other  kinds 
of  Improvements  as  will  go  the  furthest  in  saving  the  Land; 
that  is,  you  are  to  build,  to  clear,  to  Fence,  to  drain,  or  do  any 
thing  else  agreeable  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  which  will  be 
highest  valued  in  proportion  to  the  work,  and  the  time  spent 
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thereon;  and  I  have  a  notion  that  draining  will  be  found 
among  the  most  profitable  things  you  can  do,  but  as  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  judge,  at  this  distance,  you  must  be  governd 
by  Circumstances,  and  your  own  judgment  which  I  hope  will  be 
employed  as  much  as  possible  for  my  Interest. 

Consult  Major  Crawford  about  a  Hunter  and  endeavr.  to 
secure  a  good  one  upon  the  best  terms  you  can  to  attend  you, 
this  Hunter  might,  probably,  be  a  proper  Person  to  take  the 
Horses  down. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  of  the  white  Servants  will  attempt  to 
run  away  from  you,  but  to  guard  against  it  as  much  as  possible 
keep  a  strict  watch,  and  as  soon  as  you  have  got  to  the  Land 
draw  your  Canoes  (without  telling  them  the  reason  of  it)  quite 
up  the  Bank  and  cover  them  to  prevent  the  Sun  from  splitting 
them. 

In  the  Keg  with  the  Lead,  there  is  a  Canister  of  Peach  Stone 
Kernals  (near  2000)  let  them  be  Planted  in  Drills  as  soon  as 
you  get  to  the  Land,  and  fixed  upon  a  Place  for  a  Plantation; 
also  Plant  Potatoes,  Pease  and  every  thing  of  that  kind  in  their 
proper  Seasons,  if  you  can  get  them  to  carry  with  you,  and  if 
you  could  get  1  Boor,  and  2  Sow  pigs  to  carry  with  you  it  would 
be  a  good  thing. 

As  you  will  be  under  a  necessity  of  depending  upon  hand 
Mill  stones  for  Meal  (a  pair  of  which  are  provided  at  Mr.  Simp- 
son's) you  should  take  care  to  be  provided  with  peck  to  keep 
them  in  order,  also  with  a  grind  stone  for  your  Tools. 

I  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  but  that  you  will  find  every  thing 
provided  at  Simpson's  by  the  time  you  get  out,  if  however  it 
should  turn  out  otherwise,  I  hope  Majr.  Crawford  will  give 
you  all  the  assistance  he  can  in  getting  what  is  wanted  as  it  will 
be  a  folly  to  go  down  without,  get  2  light  fluke  Plows. 

Leave  with  Gilbert  Simpson  an  exact  list  of  every  thing 
you  carry  down  the  River,  though  never  so  trifling,  for  Mr. 
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Cleveland,  that  he  may  know  what  you  have  and  see  if  any 
thing  further  is  necessary  for  him  to  provide.  Endeavour  to 
make  the  Servants  and  Negros  take  care  of  their  Cloathes  and 
have  them  mended  when  wanted. 

I  give  you  a  description  of  each  Servant,  if  any  of  them 
should  Run  away,  advertize  a  good  reward  to  any  one  that 
will  bring  them  to  you,  to  me,  or  Majr.  Crawford. 

Take  great  care  of  your  Tools,  that  none  are  lost,  or  left  as 
you  go  along  down.  Take  care  also  that  you  have  full  enough 
of  them  for  your  hands;  if  to  spare,  so  much  the  better,  as  I 
shall  probably  send  out  more  hands  some  time  hence;  keep  a 
list  therefore  of  the  quantity  you  have,  and  call  them  over  fre- 
quently. After  you  have  built  a  House  for  yourselves,  there 
might  also  be  one  built  to  lock  your  Provisions,  Tools  &c,  up  in. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  say  with  certainty,  when  I  shall  be  with 
you;  but  hope  it  may  happen  in  May,  if  not  in  May,  it  shall  be 
as  soon  after  as  I  can  make  it  convenient,  nor  can  I  judge  with 
any  certainty  how  long  it  will  take  you  to  save  that  Tract  on  the 
great  Kanhawa,  which  you  are  to  go  first  to,  as  it  contains 
10,990  acres;  but  the  buildings  and  other  Improvements  ought 
to  be  valued  (at  any  rate)  before  you  go  to  the  next  Tract  or 
rather  return  to  it,  as  it  lyes  on  the  Ohio,  three  or  four  Miles 
above  the  Rapid,  at  the  great  Bent  in  the  Ohio  (which  is  30  odd 
Miles  above  the  Mouth  of  the  great  Kanhawa)  this  is  the  next 
4394  acre  Tract  I  shall  Improve,  and  Lyes  in  Bottetourt  County, 
as  the  large  one  of  10,990  acres  does  in  Fincastle  County. 

I  give  you  Money  to  bear  your  Expences  out,  and  hope,  and 
beg,  that  you  will  use  as  much  frugality  in  Travelling  as  pos- 
sible; keep  an  exact  Acct.  of  your  Expences  that  you  may  be 
able  to  settle  with  me  when  we  meet,  or  with  Mr.  Cleveland 
in  my  behalf. 

I  would  have  you,  as  it  is  as  good  a  way  as  any,  go  by  Mr. 
Cleveland's  House,  and  if  he  is  well  enough  to  give  it,  take  his 
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advise  about  your  Conduct,  if  he  thinks  he  shall  be  able  to  fol- 
low you  in  any  reasonable  time,  perhaps  it  may  be  necessary 
to  leave  the  Horses  at  Gilbert  Simpson's  for  him  and  the  Negro 
that  is  run  away  to  come  after  you  by  Land,  and  to  drive  two  or 
three  Cows  out,  if  to  be  had  from  the  Red  Stone  Settlement. 

Sow  the  Turnep  Seed  which  you  carry  as  soon  as  you  can 
with  safety,  and  endeavour  to  provide  Water-Mellon  seed,  Cu- 
cumbers, and  every  kind  of  Seed  which  will  serve  to  make 
your  Corn  &ca.  hold  out  at  the  same  time  that  it  adds  to  your 
good  Living. 

Get  three  or  4  good  strong  padlocks  at  Leesburg  and  as  many 
strong  Lines  for  Fishing,  as  Fish  will  be  a  great  help  to  you. 

Get  Paper  at  Leesburg,  and  write  frequently  to  me  how  you 
go  on,  as  Letters  are  very  apt  to  miscarry. 

I  wish  you  well  and  that  success  may  attend  you,  and  am  &c. 

*To  WILLIAM  AYLETT 

Mount  Vernon,  March  6, 1775. 

Dear  Sir :  Your  favour  of  the  26th.  Ulto.  came  to  my  hands  by 
the  last  Post,  and  by  its  return  you  will  receive  this  Letter.  As 
Mr.  John  Gizage  Frazer  is  unable  to  pay  what  he  owes  me,  and 
my  Signing  his  Letter  of  License  necessary  to  his  enlargement 
I  do  (although  I  cannot  charge  my  Memory  with  ever  having 
seen  it)  upon  the  information  and  strength  of  your  Letter, 
hereby  signify  my  consent  to  it;  and  do  authorize  you,  or  Mr. 
Lyon  by  these  presents  to  put  my  name  thereto.  I  expect  from 
the  Principles  of  equal  and  common  justice  to  be  put  upon  no 
worse  a  footing  than  Mr.  Frazers  other  Creditors,  and  this  is 
the  only  Condition  I  stipulate  for. 

Mrs.  Washington  presents  her  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Aylett 
and  yourself,  to  which  please  to  add  those  of,  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 
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To  JOHN  WASHINGTON2 

Mount  Vernon,  March  6, 1775. 
Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Fitzhugh  deliverd  me  you  favr.  of  the  13th. 
ulto.  on  Tuesday  last,  but  as  I  received  it  on  the  Road,  I  could 
not  answer  it  by  him,  and  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  do  it 
satisfactorily  now.  So  far  am  I  from  having  ^200  to  lend,  that, 
involved  as  I  am  with  one  expence  and  another  particularly  on 
a  very  heavy  charge  of  Seating  my  Lands  over  the  Alligany 
Mountains  in  order  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  Grant, 
I  would  gladly  borrow  that  Sum  myself  for  a  few  Months,  so 
exceeding  difficult  do  I  find  it,  under  the  present  scarcity  of 
Cash  to  collect  enough  to  answer  this  emergency  and  at  the 
same  time  comply  with  my  other  engagements.  This  informa- 
tion you  may  rely  on  as  a  fact  from  Dr.  Sir  &c.3 

*To  DANIEL  JENIFER 

Mount  Vernon,  March  8, 1775, 
Sir :  As  you  have  been  kind  enough  to  mention  the  Conversa- 
tion we  had  respecting  Mr.  D.  J.  Adams'  Land,  to  the  Creditors 
of  his  Father  and  procurd  answers  from  some  of  them  the 
Inclosed  Letters  will  inform  you  of  my  determination  in  con- 
sequence thereof. 

1  will  pay  Mr.  Stormat  at  the  time  mentioned  in  my  Letters 
to  the  other  Gentn.  with  Interest  but  want  to  know  whether  he 
sets  up  a  claim  to  more  than  the  £  150  Sterlg.  with  the  Intt.  wch. 
may  be  due  thereon  being  told  that  he  talks  of  demanding  a 
larger  Sum  for  Cost,  Charges,  or  something  else  which  I  could 
not  very  well  understand.  I  am  very  willing  to  abide  by  the 
Sum  mentioned  in  the  list  of  Debts  given  to  me,  and  which 

2  John  Washington  lived  near  Leeds,  in  King  George  County,  Va. 

3  The  editor  is  indebted  to  Haverford  College  for  the  text  of  this  letter. 
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you  saw.  I  shall  be  ready  to  fix  the  Matter  with  Mr.  Adams  and 
the  Creditors  at  any  time  upon  the  terms  now  proposed  and  did 
not  care  how  soon  the  business  could  be  accomplished. 

The  Skipper  who  was  receiving  Corn  for  Mr.  Stone  did  not 
care  to  take  your  Flour  on  Board,  I  shall  therefore  send  it  over 
to  Captn.  Marshalls  agreeable  to  your  desire,  I  am  etc. 

*ToKNOX&BAILLIE 

Mount  Vernon,  March  8, 1775. 

Gentn:  In  answer  to  your  favour  of  the  28th.  Ulto.  If  Mr. 
Danl.  Jenifer  Adams  (to  whom  I  have  now  wrote)  will  suffer  a 
Condemnation  of  the  Land,  Slave  and  Horse  which  I  attached, 
will  surrender  possession  of  the  two  last;  and  join  his  Sisters 
in  conveying  the  former  to  me,  I  will  become  answerable  to 
you  (upon  Mr.  Stromats3  giving  me  the  same  Indulgence  in 
time  of  payment  that  you  do)  for  your  claim  against  the  Estate 
of  his  deceased  Father  Mr.  Josias  Adams.  But  I  shall  expect 
Gentn.  that  you  will  not  insist  upon  my  paying  the  Money 
before  our  April  Meeting  of  Merchts.  next  year  for  you  know 
that  all,  at  least  most  money  matters  in  this  Colony  are  trans- 
acted at  those  times  I  might  as  well  therefore  undertake  to  dis- 
charge these  Debts  of  Mr.  Adams  in  October  next  as  to  do  it 
any  time  between  that  and  the  Meeting  in  April  as  it  is  at  these 
times  only  I  receive  my  Money.  I  am  Gentn.,  etc. 

N.  B.  Exact  Copies  of  the  above  Letter  (acknowledging  their 
Letters  of  the  5th.  of  March)  were  sent  to  Mr.  Robt.  Mundell, 
and  Mr.  George  Gray,  Merchts.  of  Port  Tobacco. 

*To  DANIEL  J.  ADAMS 

Mount  Vernon,  March  8, 1775. 
Sir:  I  have  come  to  the  Resolution  of  taking  upon  myself  the 
payment  of  the  Debts  which  your  deceased  Father  has  Taxed 

*See  spelling  in  preceding  letter. 
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his  Lands  with  provided  you  suffer  a  Condemnation  of  the 
Attached  EfTects,  join  your  sisters  in  conveying  the  Lands  to 
me,  and  surrender  possession  of  the  Negro  &ca. 

I  shall  have  no  objection's  to  your  Sisters  continuing  on  the 
Plantation  this  year,  if  peaceable  and  quiet  Possession  thereof 
is  given  to  me  as  early  in  the  Fall  as  may  be  convenient  for  a 
Tenant  to  come  on  it.  If  you  agree  to  these  proposals  the  sooner 
matters  are  fixed  the  better  that  every  Person  Interested  in  the 
Affair  may  know  what  they  have  to  Trust  to.  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

*To  WILLIAM  HANSON 

Mount  Vernon,  March  8, 1775. 
Sir:  If  Mr.  D.  J.  Adams  will  suffer  a  Condemnation  of  the 
Attachd  Effects  I  will,  as  it  may  contribute  something  to  the  va- 
lidity of  my  Title  to  the  Land  pay  you  the  Sum  stipulated  for, 
to  wit  ^5:5  common  my.  of  Provence.  I  am,  etc. 

To  EDWARD  SNICKERS 

Mount  Vernon,  March  10, 1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  6th.  inst:  inclos- 
ing receipts  for  the  delivery  of  Colo.  Mercers  wheat,  as  also  an 
account  of  what  is  due  to  you  for  hauling  it  to  my  Mill,  and 
threshing  it  out;  by  which  you  make  a  balance  of  Forty  four 
pounds, seven  shillings  and  nine  pence  due  to  you;  which  I  dare 
say  is  right,  and  dierefore  acknowledge  it  to  be  so,  as  I  keep 
the  Millers  rect. 

I  had  sold  my  corn  for  ready  money,  which  was  to  have  been 
taken  away  by  the  first  of  this  month,  and  of  course  I  ought  to 
have  been  in  cash,  to  have  answered  yours  and  other  demands 
but  have  not  received  a  farthing  of  the  money;  for  which  rea- 
son, I  can  send  you  by  Mr.  Fenton  only  twenty  pounds;  the 
remaing.  ;£  24.7.9  I  W1^  Pav  to  y°ur  order,  so  soon  as  I  receive 
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the  Cash.  If  you  do  not  send  your  wheat  soon,  it  will  be  of 
little  use  to  me,  I  am  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

*To  JOHN  AUGUSTINE  WASHINGTON 

Richmond,  March  25, 1775. 
Dear  Brother:  Mr.  Smith  deliverd  me  your  Letter  of  the 
16th.,  but  as  one  is  generally  in  a  hurry  and  bustle  in  such 
places,  and  at  such  times  as  these  I  have  only  time  to  acknowl- 
edge it,  and  add  that  it  would  have  given  me  pleasure  to  have 
met  you  here.  I  shall  refer  you  to  Mr.  Smith  for  an  Acct.  of  our 
proceedings  up  to  this  day,  and  you  cannot  fail  of  learning  the 
rest  from  the  Squire,  who  delights  in  the  Minutiae  of  a  Tale.  I 
am  in  doubt  whether  we  shall  finish  here  this  week,  but  as 
I  shall  delay  little  time  on  the  Road  in  returning,  I  shall  hope 
to  see  you  on  your  way  up,  or  down,  from  Berkeley.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  the  Holly  Berries  and  Cotton  Seed.  My  Love 
to  my  Sister  and  the  Children.  I  had  like  to  have  forgot  to 
express  my  entire  approbation  of  the  laudable  pursuit  you  are 
engaged  in  of  Training  an  Independant  Company.  I  have 
promised  to  review  the  Independant  Company  of  Richmond4 
sometime  this  Summer,  they  having  made  me  a  tender  of  the 

4  On  March  17  the  independent  company  of  Richmond  County,  Va.,  unanimously 
chose  Washington  its  commander.  The  original  notification  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers.  He  had  already  been  chosen  to  command  the  Prince  William  independent 
company,  and  later  was  chosen  to  command  the  Fairfax,  Albemarle,  and  Spotsylvania 
companies.  John  Augustine  Washington's  letter  announcing  that  the  Westmoreland 
company  had  acted  in  like  manner  is  not  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  March  20  the  convention  assembled  "  in  the  old  church  in  the  town  of  Richmond." 
One  of  its  first  acts  after  organization  was  to  approve  the  proceedings  of  the  "Ameri- 
can Continental  Congress,"  and  to  consider  "  this  whole  continent  as  under  the  highest 
obligations  to  that  very  respectable  body,  for  the  wisdom  of  their  counsels,  and  their 
unremitted  endeavors  to  maintain  and  preserve  inviolable,  the  just  rights  and  liberties 
of  his  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  in  America."  Thanks  were  returned  to  the 
delegates  by  name.  (See  Force's  American  Archives,  Fourth  Series,  vol.  2,  pp.  163,  164.) 

On  March  23  Patrick  Henry  introduced  resolutions  looking  to  the  arming  of  the  col- 
ony. The  convention  resolved  "that  a  well  regulated  militia,  composed  of  gentlemen 
and  yeomen,  is  the  natural  strength  and  only  security  of  a  free  government;  that  such 
a  militia  in  this  colony  would  forever  render  it  unnecessary  for  the  mother  country  to 
keep  among  us,  for  the  purpose  of  our  defence,  any  standing  army  of  mercenary 
forces,  always  subversive  of  the  quiet,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties,  of  the  people, 
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Command  of  it  at  the  sametime  I  could  review  yours  and  shall 
very  cheerfully  accept  the  honr.  of  Commanding  it  if  occasion 
requires  it  to  be  drawn  out,  as  it  is  my  full  intention  to  devote 
my  Life  and  Fortune  in  the  cause  we  are  engagd  in,  if  need  be, 
I  remain  Dr.  Sir,  Yr.  most  affect.  Brother 

To  COLONEL  ANDREW  LEWIS 

Richmond,  March  27, 1775. 
Dear  Sir:  In  looking  over  my  Memorandums,  I  find  that 
my  own  warrant  for  5,000  acres  of  Land,  was  directed  to  the 

and  would  obviate  the  pretext  of  taxing  us  for  their  support."  (See  Force's  American 
Archives,  Fourth  Series,  vol.  2,  168,  169.) 

Some  of  the  warmest  patriots  in  the  convention,  writes  Wirt,  opposed  these  resolu- 
tions. Richard  Bland,  Benamin  Harrison, Edmund  Pendleton, and  Robert  C.Nicholas 
"resisted  them  with  all  their  influence  and  abilities."  He  gives,  on  the  authority  of 
Edmund  Randolph,  what  purports  to  be  Henry's  speech  in  favor  of  his  resolutions; 
but  the  researches  of  Mr.  Moncure  D.  Conway  enable  us  to  give  what  Randolph  him- 
self wrote:  "After  a  few  seconds  Richard  Henry  Lee  fanned  and  refreshed  with  a  gale 
of  pleasure;  but  the  vessel  of  the  revolution  was  still  under  the  impulse  of  the  tempest 
which  Henry  had  created.  Artificial  oratory  fell  in  copious  streams  from  the  mouth 
of  Lee,  and  rules  of  persuasion  accomplished  every  thing  which  rules  could  effect.  If 
elegance  had  been  personified,  the  person  of  Lee  would  have  been  chosen.  But  Henry 
trampled  upon  rules,  and  yet  triumphed,  at  this  time  perhaps  beyond  his  own  expecta- 
tion. Jefferson  was  not  silent.  He  argued  closely,  profoundly,  and  warmly  on  the 
same  side.  The  post  in  the  revolutionary  debate  belonging  to  him,  was  that  at  which  the 
theories  of  republicanism  were  deposited.  Washington  was  prominent,  though  silent. 
His  books  bespoke  a  mind  absorbed  in  meditation  on  his  country's  fate;  but  a  positive 
concert  between  him  and  Henry  could  not  more  effectually  have  exhibited  him  to  view, 
than  when  Henry  ridiculed  the  idea  of  peace  '  when  there  was  no  peace,'  and  enlarged 
on  the  duty  of  preparing  for  war."  (See  Conway's  Biography  of  Edmund  Randolph, 
p.  382.) 

On  the  same  day  (March  25)  Washington  was  appointed  on  a  committee  "to  prepare 
a  plan  for  the  encouragement  of  arts  and  manufactures  in  this  colony." 

"That  this  colony  be  immediately  put  into  a  posture  of  defence,  and  that  Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Lemuel  Riddick,  Mr.  Washington,  Mr. 
Stevens,  Mr.  Andrew  Lewis,  Mr.  Christian,  Mr.  Pendleton,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Zane 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  embodying,  arming,  and  discipling,  such 
a  number  of  men  as  may  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose."  A  report  was  made  on  the 
following  day  and  is  printed  in  the  Virginia  Gazette  of  Mar.  30,  1775. 

The  Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress  were  also  elected. 

George  Mason  was  taking  an  active  part  in  the  political  events  of  this  time,  but  he 
appears  to  have  made  Washington  the  instrument  for  carrying  his  ideas  into  practice. 
He  submitted,  in  February,  a  plan  for  establishing  a  militia  and  made  the  judicious 
suggestion  that  the  old  burgesses  should  be  chosen  as  delegates  to  attend  the  conven- 
tion at  Richmond,  rightly  believing  that  such  a  step  would  carry  more  weight  with 
the  people  than  the  selection  of  new  men.  (See  Force's  American  Archives,  Fourth 
Series,  vol.  1,  1145.) 
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Surveyor  of  Botetourt,  and  executed  in  part  by  Mr.  Lewis  your 
Son,  for  2,950  acres. 

Recollecting  at  the  same  time  to  have  heard  the  little  Kan- 
hawa  spoken  of  as  a  temporary  boundary  between  your  County 
and  Augusta,  and  having  a  survey  on  the  lower  side  of  that 
river  as  inclosed  for  1800  acres,  made  by  Capt.  Crawford,  to  be 
returned,  with  a  warrant  which  I  have,  to  your  Brother  of 
Augusta,  it  has  occurred  to  me,  that,  if  a  warrant  to  Botetourt 
can  be  laid  on  this  Land  with  equal  propriety,  that  so  much  of 
my  5,000  acres  had  better  be  applied  this  way  as  is  necessary 
to  cover  this  survey;  than  to  apply  a  warrant  for  Augusta  to  it, 
and  to  have  the  residue  of  the  warrant  (which  will  be  250 
acres)  located  on  the  burning  Spring,  in  which  if  you  choose  it, 
you  may  be  an  equal  sharer  under  this  survey.  My  whole  war- 
rant will  then  be  executed  in  three  Surveys  in  Botetourt,  and 
much  to  my  satisfaction. 

I  shall  therefore  my  good  Sir,  rely  on  you  to  order  and  con- 
duct this  matter  for  me,  and  beg  to  be  informd.  by  first  oppor- 
tunity, what  I  may  expect.  I  should  wish  much  to  have  the 
Certificates  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  take  the  first  favour- 
able opportunity  of  obtaining  Patents.  Inclosed  you  have  five 
pounds  for  your  Son,  for  the  last  Survey  made,  which,  as  well 
as  I  recollect,  is  about  what  you  thought  the  worth.  I  am,  with 
sincere  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  etc. 

*To  WILLIAM  PRESTON5 

Richmond,  March  27, 1775. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  favours  of  the  27th.  and  31st.  of  Jany.  were 
both  deliverd  to  me  at  this  place;  the  first  Inclosing  a  Copy  of 
the  Survey  at  the  Mouth  of  Coal  River,  and  the  Second,  an 

5  Of  Augusta  County,  Va.  He  had  been  sheriff  of  Augusta  and  a  delegate  to  the  Vir- 
ginia House  of  Burgesses;  commissioner  to  the  Shawnees  and  Delawares  in  1757;  sur- 
veyor of  Montgomery  County  in  1771;  colonel  of  Virginia  Militia.  He  was  wounded 
at  Guilford  Court  House,  N.  C,  in  1781  and  died  in  1783. 
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Acct.  of  the  Expence  of  doing  it.  By  Colo.  Christian6  I  send 
^3.6.8  for  your  Fee,  and  ,£2.10.0  for  Capt.  Floyd.7  It  was  im- 
possible for  me,  with  any  sort  of  propriety  to  judge  the  value 
of  Captn.  Floyds  extra:  Services;  and  being  told  that  this  Sur- 
vey was  made  in  his  way  to  Kentucke,  and  that  no  uncommon 
expence  could  possible  have  arisen,  I  have  thought  this  an 
ample  allowance,  if  I  am  mistaken,  I  shall  be  willing,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  to  make  a  further  allowance,  as  it  is  my  wish 
to  reward  every  person  who  performs  any  Service  for  me,  ade- 
quate to  their  deserts. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure,  to  contribute  any  little  assistance 
in  my  power  towards  the  promotion  of  Colo.  Flemings  appli- 
cation to  the  Assembly  for  relief  as  it  will  do  to  aid  any  Person 
who  deserves  well  of  the  Country. 

It  is  but  very  lately  that  I  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
Henderson's  purchase  of  the  Cherokee  Indians;8  there  is  some- 
thing in  that  Affair  which  I  neither  understand,  nor  like,  and 
wish  I  may  not  have  cause  to  dislike  it  worse  as  the  Mistery  un- 
folds. Colo.  Christian  will  inform  you  of  the  only  Notice  taken 
of  the  Proclamation  (Issued  by  Lord  Dunmore)  in  this  Con- 
vention, as  well  as  the  other  proceedings  of  the  Meeting,  and 
renders  a  recital  of  them  theref  ore,f  rom  me,unnecessary .  I  have 
only  to  add  then  that,  with  very  great  esteem  I  remain,  etc. 

P.  S.  I  have  got  a  Warrant  for  3000  Acres,  which,  by  Mistake 
is  directed  to  Fincastle  instead  of  Augusta;  pray  my  good  Sir 
could  you  advise  me  to  a  good  piece  of  Land  (not  claimd  by 
any)  in  your  Country  to  Locate  it  on  ? 

8  Col.  William  Christian,  of  Augusta  County,  Va.  He  studied  law  under  Patrick 
Henry;  was  a  delegate  to  the  House  of  Burgesses  and  member  of  the  committee  of 
safety;  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  First  Virginia  Regiment  and  was  active  on  the  fron- 
tier against  the  Indians;  removed  to  Kentucky  in  1785  and  was  killed  in  a  raid  by  the 
Wabash  Indians  in  1786. 

7Capt.Charles(?)  Floyd. 

8 Richard  Henderson,  of  North  Carolina.  He  was  associate  judge  of  the  superior 
court.  This  land  enterprise  was  the  Transylvania  Land  Company,  which  acquired 
title  from  the  Cherokees  at  the  Watauga  treaty  to  all  the  land  lying  between  the  Cum- 
berland and  Kentucky  Rivers  and  the  Cumberland  Mountains  south  of  the  Ohio. 
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ToEARLDUNMORE 

Mount  Vernon,  April  3, 1775. 
My  Lord :  At  second  hand,  I  learnt  from  Captain  Floyd,  that 
the  Surveys  made  by  Mr.  Crawford  under  the  Proclamation9 
of  1754  (expressly  agreeable  to  an  order  of  Council  of  the 
15th  of  December,  1769),  and  for  which  your  Lordships  Pat- 
ents under  the  Seal  of  the  Colony,  hath  actually  been  obtained, 
are  now  declared  null  and  void.10  The  information  appearing 
altogether  incredible,  I  gave  little  attention  to  it,  'till  I  saw 
Mr.  Wilper  on  friday  last,  who,  in  confirmation  of  the  report, 
added,  that  all  the  patentees  (whom  he  had  seen)  under  that 
Proclamation,  were  exceedingly  distressed  and  at  a  loss,  to 
know  what  to  think  of  it,  or  how  to  act  in  a  case  so  uncommon, 
this  therefore  has  caused  me  to  give  your  Lordship  the  trouble 
of  a  Letter  on  the  occasion,  convinced  as  I  am,  of  your  inclina- 
tion to  hear,  and  disposition  to  redress,  any  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, which  may  be  submitted  to  your  decision.  In  pursuit  of 
this  enquiry,  my  Lord,  which  becomes  highly  interesting  to 
me,  as  well  as  others,  to  make,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  lay  a  short 
state  of  our  case  before  your  Lordship  in  order  to  shew  (if  the 
information  be  true),  for  I  confess  I  look'd  upon  it  at  first  as  a 
move  only  of  the  Surveyors  to  filtch  a  little  more  money  from 
us,  the  peculiar  hardship  of  our  situation  if  we  are  to  encounter 
fresh  difficulties  in  search  of  Lands  which  in  my  humble 
opinion  has  already  involved  us  in  expence  and  trouble,  which 
ought  to  have  been  avoided. 

9Dunmore's  proclamation  (March  21)  against  the  claims  of  some  "disorderly  per- 
sons" to  ownership  of  Virginia  land  under  pretense  of  a  purchase  from  the  Indians. 

"Dunmore  answered  (April  18)  to  the  effect  that  the  surveyor  who  surveyed  the 
land  "did  not  qualify  agreeable  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  directing  the  duty  and  quali- 
fication of  surveyors;  if  this  is  the  Case  the  Patents  will  of  Consequence  be  declared 
Null  and  Void."  The  qualifications  of  the  surveyors  are  printed  in  Hening's  Statutes 
at  Large,  vol.  6,  p.  33. 
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I  shall  not  presume,  my  Lord,  to  ask  a  patient  hearing  of  the 
reasons  which  induced  Mr.  Dinwiddie  to  issue  the  Proclama- 
tion of  1754;  the  proclamation  itself  is  sufficiently  declaratory  of 
them  and,  being  an  act  of  public  notoriety,  the  utility  of  which 
was  well  known  at  the  time  of  its  promulgation,  and  as  uni- 
versally acknowledged  to  be  just;  I  shall  say  nothing  thereon; 
nor  shall  I  undertake  to  prove  how  well  men;  at  very  small 
daily  pay,  were  entitled  to  this  testimony  of  his  Majesty's 
bounty;  the  experience  your  Lordship  has  lately  had  of  a  war- 
fare in  that  country  affords  a  recent  instance  of  the  hardship 
and  difficulty  which  the  first  troops  had  in  exploring  a  track- 
less way  over  those  great  ridges  of  mountains  between  Fort 
Cumberland  and  Pittsburgh,  and  making  roads  for  the  armies 
which  afterwards  followed,  and  in  which  they  joined.  But  I 
will  take  the  liberty  humbly  to  represent,  that  instead  of  hav- 
ing extraordinary  difficulties  thrown  in  our  way,  we  were  in 
my  opinion  entitled,  as  well  from  the  spirit,  as  the  express 
words  of  the  Proclamation,  above  mentioned,  to  the  Lands 
free  of  all  costs  and  trouble,  for  the  truth  of  which,  I  should 
have  no  scruple  in  appealing  to  your  Lordship's  candor,  if  you 
would  take  the  trouble  of  reading  the  Proclamation,  wherein 
(after  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  raising  Troops)  are  these 
words;  "For  an  encouragement  to  all  who  shall  voluntarily 
enter  into  the  said  service.  I  do  hereby  notify  and  promise,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  his  Majesty's  Council  of 
this  Colony,  that  over  and  above  their  pay  200,000  acres  of  His 
Majesty,  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  Lands,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  River  Ohio,  within  this  Dominion  (100,000  acres  to  be  con- 
tiguous to  the  said  Fort,  and  the  other  100,000  acres,  to  be  on  or 
near  the  River  Ohio)  shall  be  laid  off,  and  granted  to  such 
persons  who  by  their  voluntary  engagement  and  good  behavior 
in  the  said  service;  shall  deserve  the  same;  and  I  further  promise 
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that  the  said  Lands  shall  be  divided  amongst  them  immedi- 
ately after  the  performance  of  the  said  service,"  &c.  Is  it  not  to 
be  inferred,  my  Lord,  from  the  natural  import  of  these  words, 
that  the  Lands  were  to  be  laid  off  for,  and  divided  amongst  the 
grantees,  without  involving  them  in  either  trouble  or  expence  ? 
Nothing,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  more  self-evident.  But  they 
finding  that  the  most  valuable  part  of  their  Grant,  (respecting 
the  location)  was  actually  preoccupied;  that  Emigrants  were 
spreading  fast  over  that  country,  and  that  the  same  difficulties 
might  arise  in  other  quarters  and  contests  ensue;  application 
was  made  for  liberty  to  make  our  own  surveys,  and  a  District 
assigned  for  it,  at  least  200  miles  from  any  settlement,  unex- 
plored by  any  County-Surveyor,  unknown  in  whose  districts 
it  lay,  if  it  lay  in  any,  as  the  jurisdiction  of  no  county  had  ex- 
tended within  the  number  of  miles  above  mentioned;  and  but 
few  men  at  that  early  day,  hardy  enough  to  undertake  a  work, 
in  a  wilderness  where  none  but  savages  and  wild  beasts  in- 
habited. I  say,  under  these  circumstances,  application  was 
made  for  a  special  surveyor,  and  an  order  of  Council  obtained 
in  the  following  words: 

"The  Council  also  advised  that  Colo.  Washington  should, 
apply  to  the  President  and  Masters  of  the  College  requesting 
them  to  nominate  and  appoint  a  person  properly  qualified  to 
survey  the  said  Land  with  all  possible  expedition,  signifying 
to  them  that  their  compliance  herein  will  be  agreeable  to  this 
Board." 

In  consequence  of  this  order,  and  of  Capt.  Crawford's  quali- 
fication as  a  Surveyor,  he  was  appointed  to  run  out  this  200,000 
acres  of  Land;  and  having  given  Bond  in  the  usual  and  accus- 
tomed form,  to  the  College  proceeded  to  the  business,  and 
making  his  returns  to  the  Secretary's  office,  Patents  have  been 
issued  under  your  Lordships  signature  and  the  seal  of  the 
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Colony,  ever  since  the  first  of  December  1773.  Would  it  not  be 
exceedingly  hard  then,  my  Lord,  under  these  circumstances,  at 
this  late  day,  after  we  had  proceeded  in  all  respects  agreeably  to 
the  orders  of  Government  and  after  many  of  us  have  been  run 
to  great  and  considerable  expence,  to  declare  that  the  Surveys 
are  invalid  ?  It  appears  in  so  uncommon  a  light  to  me,  that  I 
hardly  know  yet  how  to  persuade  myself  into  a  belief  of  the 
reallity  of  it,  nor  should  I  have  given  your  Lordship  any  trouble 
on  the  subject  at  this  time,  but  for  the  importunity  of  others, 
and  from  a  desire  (as  I  shall  leave  home  the  first  of  May)  of 
knowing  if  the  account  be  true,  what  steps  the  grantees,  under 
the  afore-mentioned  Proclamation,  are  further  to  take. 

I  beg  your  Lordships  excuse  for  the  length  and  freedom  of 
this  epistle.  I  am  persuaded  you  possess  too  much  candour 
yourself  to  be  offended  at  it  in  others,  in  relating  of  facts,  espe- 
cially, as  I  profess  myself  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect,  etc. 

To  EDWARD  MONTAGUE 

Mount  Vernon,  April  5, 1775. 

Sir:  My  Letter  of  the  4th.  of  December  to  Colo.  Mercer  (dis- 
patched by  the  first  opportunity  that  offered  after  the  close  of 
his  Sales)  would  inform  you  of  the  total  amount  thereof;  and 
that  the  contest  between  Miss  Wroughton  and  Messrs.  Dick 
and  Hunter,  respecting  a  preference  of  Mortgages,  would, 
more  than  probable,  be  avoided. 

I  have  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
29th.  of  August,  and  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  packet  herewith 
sent  to  Colo  Mercer,  contains  such  papers  and  documents  as  are 
necessary  to  give  the  fullest  information  of  the  state  of  his  affairs 
in  this  country;  which,  circumstances  considered,  have  turned 
out  infinitely  beyond  my  expectation,  or  the  expectation  of 
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every  one  who  bestow'd  any  thought  upon  them.  I  shall  not 
therefore,  at  this  time,  trouble  you  either  with  a  recital  or  copies 
of  those  papers,  but  add,  that  I  have  directed  the  Attorney 
General  (Mr.  Randolph)  who  was  retained  as  Counsel  for 
Colo.  Mercer  and  his  mortgages  to  appeal  from  any  decision 
which  might  even  appear  to  give  Messrs.  Dicks  and  Hunter's 
trust-Deed  the  preference,  to  Miss  Wroughton's  Mortgage;  for 
as  to  Mr.  Gravat's,  it  is  entirely  out  of  the  question,  no  person 
disputing  the  validity  of  his  mortgage.  Mr.  James  Mercer,  in  a 
Letter  which  I  received  from  him  some  time  ago,  proposed 
a  matter,  which  if  acceded  to,  might  ultimately  secure  Miss 
Wroughton,  and  put  an  end  to  all  controversy  respecting  the 
mortgage.  I  shall  communicate  the  proposal  in  his  own  words, 
as  follows : 

"It  appears  to  me  to  be  yet  of  some  consequence  to  Messrs. 
Dick  and  Hunter,  if  they  are  postpon'd  to  Miss  Wroughton, 
tho'  none  to  Miss  Wroughton,  in  this  way,  if  they  are  postpon'd, 
and  the  purchasers  are  not  punctual,  they  will  not  receive  their 
money  but  out  of  the  last  payments,  by  which  Mr.  Dick  may  be 
greatly  affected;  for  in  the  mean  time  his  Estate  may  be  seized, 
and  sold  for  half  its  value.  As  Miss  Wroughton  cannot  want 
all  her  money  at  once,  and  will  be  sufficiently  secured;  I  could 
wish  she  wou'd  consent  to  let  the  Speaker's  Debt  be  paid,  next, 
after  she  will  receive  .£1,000.  Cou'd  this  be  granted  I  shall  not 
dispute  her  preference.  My  answer  shews  how  much  this  Debt 
is,  if  she  will  consent,  I  will  guarantee  her  Debt,  or  let  her  have 
a  preference.  Pray  be  so  kind  as  to  mention  this  to  Mr. 
Montague." 

After  considering  this  proposal,  you  will  be  so  good  Sir,  as  to 
let  me  know  Miss  Wroughton's  sentiments  thereon,  that  I  may 
communicate  them  to  Mr.  Mercer,  and  conform  to  them  myself. 
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It  gives  me  much  pain  to  find  two  Gentln.  brothers,  who 
individually  stand  high  in  the  esteem  of  their  countrymen, 
imbibing  unfavorable  impressions,  and  to  their  joint  Friends, 
mu[tu]ally  arraigning  the  conduct  of  each  other,  when  I  am 
satisfied  that  both  think  themselves  right,  and  that  neither 
hath  made  proper  allowance  for  the  situation  of  the  other.  At 
Colo.  Mercer's  request,  I  propounded  the  queries  he  trans- 
mitted, to  his  Brother,  whose  answers,  in  a  letter  to  me,  are 
forwarded  to  him;  but  these  things  only  serve  to  irritate;  for  as 
I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  on  the  one  hand,  that  Colo.  Mercer 
has  advanced  nothing  to  you,  or  Mr.  Gravat,  but  what  was  per- 
fectly consistent  with  his  Ideas  of  truth  and  justice :  so  on  the 
other,  I  am  as  well  persuaded,  that  Mr.  James  Mercer  hath  not 
intentionally  wronged  him  of  a  farthing;  and  yet  appearances 
may  be  against  him,  for  want  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his 
situation,  and  the  motives  which  influenced  his  conduct.  That 
Colo.  Mercer  has  been  a  considerable  loser  in  the  management 
of  his  Estate  here,  nobody  will  deny;  but  has  not  every  gentle- 
man in  this  country,  whose  other  avocations,  or  whose  inclina- 
tions would  not  permit  them,  to  devote  a  large  portion  of  their 
time  and  attention  to  the  management  of  their  own  Estates, 
shared  the  same  fate  ?  Our  Gazettes  afford  but  too  many  melan- 
choly proofs  of  it  in  the  sales  which  are  daily  advertised;  the 
nature  of  a  Virginia  Estate  being  such,  that  without  close  appli- 
cation, it  never  fails  bringing  the  proprietors  in  Debt  annually, 
as  Negroes  must  be  clothed  and  fed,  taxes  paid,  &c,  &c,  whether 
anything  is  made  or  not;  and  Colo.  Mercer  must,  I  think;  have 
been  well  acquainted  with  two  facts,  namely,  that  his  brother 
had  neither  leisure,  nor  a  competent  knowledge  of  plantation 
business,  to  become  a  fit  person  to  undertake  it,  and  that 
Steward's  (in  this  country  at  least)  far  removed  from  the 
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inspection  of  a  Superior,  are  scarce  ever  to  be  entrusted.  But  all 
this  is  foreign  from  the  main  purpose  of  my  letter  and  is  an  evil 
out  of  the  power  of  poor  Mercer  or  his  friends  to  remedy,  at  this 
day;  the  uneasiness  I  feel  at  seeing  two  Brothers,  accustomed 
to  live  in  perfect  amity,  now  bickering  and  accusing  each  other 
of  hardships  occasioned  by  the  other,  led  me  into  this  digres- 
sion, for  which  I  ask  your  pardon. 

I  hope  this  Letter  will  find  you  in  a  better  state  of  health  than 
your  last  describes,  and  with  esteem  and  respect,  &c. 

To  GEORGE  MERCER 

Mount  Vernon,  April  5, 1775. 

Dear  Sir :  The  writing  of  this  Letter,  has  been  delayed  longer 
than  I  expected,  for  the  following  reasons,  want  of  opportu- 
nities if  Collecting  the  inclosed  papers;  want  of  a  conveyance  to 
forward  them  afterwards;  the  necessity  of  comparing,  and  ex- 
amining the  Sales,  and  making  some  alterations  with  respect  to 
the  purchasers,  executing  Deeds  for  the  Land,  &c.  This  delay,  I 
conceived,  could  be  attended  with  no  great  inconvenience,  as 
I  did,  immediately  after  the  Sales,  to  wit  on  the  4th.  of  Decembr. 
last,  advise  you  of  the  total  amount  thereof. 

I  now  send  you  John  Hough  Survey  of  the  Bull-run  Lands, 
marked  No.  1.  The  commissioners  report  there  upon  No.  2. 
The  decretal  Order  in  consequence  No.  3.  The  Commissioners 
second  report  No.  4.  A  copy  of  Colo.  Peytons  subdivision  of 
your  part  of  the  Bull-run  Land,  for  the  accommodation  of  pur- 
chasers No.  5  and,  a  copy  of  both  Sales,  with  a  list  of  Balances 
No.  6.  These  taken  together  will  give  you  as  full  a  state  of  mat- 
ters, as  it  is  in  my  power  to  convey,  and  save  me  the  trouble  of 
recitals.  I  was  going  to  send  you  the  Survey  of  your  own  Fred- 
erick Lands,  with  the  division  thereof  into  Lots,  but  finding  I 
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had  only  one  copy,  and  that  necessary  in  rilling  up  the  remain- 
der of  the  Deeds  to  the  purchasers  (and  some  of  whom  not 
giving  such  security  as  was  altogether  approved  of,  I  have 
retained  the  legal  Title,  'till  the  money  is  paid,  therefore)  am 
obliged  to  postpone  this,  'till  that  business  is  accomplished,  or 
another  copy  obtained. 

I  do  not  now  think,  that  there  can  be  any  contest,  in  respect 
to  a  preference  of  Mortgages,  especially  if  our  exchange  should 
happen  to  be  low  when  the  payments  are  made;  but  to  guard 
against  every  possible  contingency,  I  have  wrote  to  your  attor- 
ney to  be  attentive  to  this  matter  to  oppose  every  measure  that 
can  have  a  tendency  to  obtain  a  preference  in  favor  of  Messrs. 
Dick  and  Hunter  over  Miss  Wroughtons  mortgage  (for  as  to 
Mr.  Gravatts,  the  validity  of  his  mortgage  hath  never  been 
questioned;)  and,  if  ultimately  a  judgment  should  be  rendered 
in  their  favor,  to  appeal  from  it, to  his  Majesty  in  Council  agree- 
ably to  your  desire,  but  your  brother  in  a  late  letter,  has  desired 
me  to  propose  an  expedient  to  Mr.  Montague  on  behalf  of  Miss 
Wroughton,  which  if  acceded  to,  will  remove  all  grounds  of 
contest;  and  if  that  Lady  is  not  in  immediate  want  of  money 
had  in  my  opinion,  better  be  closed  with;  but  I  do  not  mean  to 
advise;  the  proposal  is  in  these  words; 

"It  appears  to  me,  to  be  yet  of  some  consequence  to  Messrs. 
Dick  and  Hunter  if  they  are  postponed  to  Miss  Wroughton  tho' 
none  to  Miss  Wroughton.  In  this  way,  if  they  are  postpon'd, 
and  the  purchasers  are  not  punctual,  they  will  not  receive  their 
money,  but  out  of  the  last  payments,  by  which  Mr.  Dick  may  be 
greatly  affected;  for  in  the  meantime  his  Estate  may  be  seized 
and  sold  for  half  its  value.  As  Miss.  Wroughton  cannot  want 
all  her  money  at  once,  and  will  be  suffiently  secured,  I  cou'd 
wish  she  would  consent  to  let  the  Speakers  Debt  be  paid  next, 
after  she  shall  receive  £  iooo.  Could  this  be  granted,  I  shall  not 
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dispute  her  preference.  My  answer,  (inclos'd  in  May  last  to 
Mr.  Montague)  shews  how  much  this  Debt  is.  If  she  will  con- 
sent, I  will  guarantee  her  Debt,  or  let  her  have  a  preference. 
Pray  be  so  kind  as  to  mention  this  to  Mr.  Montague." 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  propounded  the  questions 
as  desired,  to  your  Brother,  and  his  Letter  to  me,  (now 
enclosed)  contains  his  answer  to  them.  I  could  wish  most 
sincerely  that  the  unhappy  jealousies  which  seem  to  prevail  be- 
tween you,  were  removed,  and  the  confidence  which  I  believe 
both  of  you  are  entitled  to,  restored.  You  do  not,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  give  my  opinion,  make  proper  allowances  for  the 
situation  of  each  other.  The  great  distance  you  are  apart  mis- 
carriage of  Letters,  and  various  other  incidental  causes  have, 
I  dare  say,  lead  each  of  you  into  conjectural  mistakes  which 
might  be  explained  at  a  personal  interview,  but  scarce  possible 
in  an  epistolary  way,  after  the  mind  is  corroded  with  unfa- 
vourable suspicions. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  last  letter  of  the  4th.  of  December, 
and  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  held  at 
Richmond  the  20th.  ulto.  A  great  number  of  very  good  com- 
panies were  raised  in  many  Counties  in  this  Colony,  before  it 
was  recommended  to  them  by  the  Convention,  and  are  now  in 
excellent  training;  the  people  being  resolved,  altho'  they  wish 
for  nothing,  more  ardently,  than  a  happy  and  lasting  rec- 
onciliation with  the  parent  State,  not  to  purchase  it  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  liberty,  and  the  sacred  compacts  of  Government. 
When  you  see  my  old  friend  Colo.  Stewart,11  be  pleased  to  pre- 
sent my  warmest  wishes  to  him,  and  assure  him,  that  having 
received  no  answer  to  several  letters  I  had  written,  I  concluded 
that  he  must  either  be  dead,  removed  out  of  the  reach  of  my 
letters,  or  had  forgotten  there  was  such  a  person  in  existence  as 

"Robert  Stewart,  who,  as  a  captain,  had  commanded  a  troop  of  Virginia  Light 
Horse  during  the  French  and  Indian  War. 
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myself.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  I  have  never  received  a 
line  from  him  since  his  first  leaving  Jamaica  or  immediately 
upon  his  arrival  in  London  from  that  Island;  since  which  I  have, 
as  above,  wrote  several  times,  without  ever  learning  with  cer- 
tainty where  he  was  fixed,  or  in  what  Line  he  walked.  I  am,  etc. 

ADVERTISEMENT12 

Fairfax  County,  April  23, 1775. 
Forty  Dollars  Reward.  Ran  away  from  the  subscriber,  on 
the  19th  instant,  at  night,  two  servant  men,  viz.  Thomas  Spears, 
a  joiner,  born  in  Bristol,  about  20  years  of  age,  5  feet  6  inches 
and  a  half  high,  slender  made.  He  has  light  grey  or  blueish 
colored  eyes,  a  little  pock  marked,  and  freckled,  with  sandy  col- 
ored hair,  cut  short;  his  voice  is  coarse,  and  somewhat  drawling. 
He  took  with  him  a  coat,  waistcoat,  and  breeches,  of  light 
brown  duml,  with  black  horn  buttons,  a  light  colored  cloth 
waistcoat,  old  leather  breeches,  check  and  oznabrig  shirts,  a 
pair  of  new  milled  yarn  stockings,  a  pair  of  old  ribbed  ditto, 
new  oznabrig  trousers,  and  a  felt  hat,  not  much  the  worse  for 
wear.  William  Webster,  a  brickmaker,  born  in  Scotland,  and 
talks  pretty  broad.  He  is  about  5  feet  6  inches  high,  and  well 
made,  rather  turned  of  30,  with  light  brown  hair,  with  round- 
ish face.  He  had  an  olive  colored  coat,  pretty  much  worn,  with 
black  horn  buttons,  duml  waistcoat  and  breeches  (same  as 
Spears' s)  oznabrig  trousers,  and  check  and  oznabrig  shirts. 
They  went  off  in  a  small  yawl,  with  turpentine  sides  and  bot- 
tom, the  inside  painted  with  a  mixture  of  tar  and  red  lead. 
Masters  of  vessels  are  cautioned  against  receiving  of  them;  and 
the  above  reward  is  offered  to  any  person  who  will  deliver 
them  at  my  dwelling-house  in  this  county,  or  twenty  dollars 
for  each  from  George  Washington. 


'Printed  in  the  Virginia  Gazette  of  May  4,  1775,  published  at  Williamsburg. 
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To  WARNER  LEWIS 

Mount  Vernon,  April  30, 1775. 
Dr.  Sir:  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  interest  due  on 
your  Bond  in  Novr.  last,  to  wit  £40.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  Merchants  in  Williamsburg  this  Spring, 
but  Colo.  Fielding  Lewis  will  do  me  the  favour  to  negotiate  my 
business  this  Court.  I  am,  with  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Lewis  and  your  Family,  and  with  very  great  esteem  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

To  GEORGE  WILLIAM  FAIRFAX 

Philadelphia,  May  31, 1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  my  last  (dated  about  the  first  of  April)  I  have 
received  from  Mr.  Craven  Peyton13  the  Sum  of  ^193.6.10  (as 
you  may  see  by  the  enclosed  Account)  with  which,  and  the 
Balance  of  the  former  Money,  I  now  remit  you  the  following 
Bills;  to  wit,  One  drawn  by  Mr.  Thomas  Contee  on  Mr.  Molli- 
son,  for  £40  Sterling,  and  another  drawn  by  Lyonel  Bradstreet 
on  Mr.  William  Tippell  of  London  for  the  like  Sum  (indorsed 
by  Mr.  Contee;  the  strongest  assurances  being  given  me,  that 
they  are  both  good)  Mr.  Contee  is  Mr.  Mollison's  principal 
Factor,  or  Agent,  in  Maryland,  and  is  besides  a  Man  of  property 
himself;  but  notwithstanding  this,  the  times  are  so  ticklish, 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  answering  for  the  payment  of 
Bills.  You  must  therefore,  either  take  the  chance  of  receiving 
bad  ones,  or  suffer  your  Money  to  lay  dead. 

I  have  also,  since  my  coming  to  this  place,  purchased  a  Bill 
from  Messieurs  Willing  and  Morris  of  ,£161.5.10  Sterling, 
which  will,  I  believe,  for  I  have  not  a  state  of  our  Account  with 

"Of  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  a  brother  of  Francis  Peyton.  Washington,  as  previously 
noted,  had  undertaken,  hesitatingly,  to  oversee  the  management  of  George  William 
Fairfax's  estate  in  Virginia,  and  this  letter  was  a  report  of  his  stewardship. 
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me,  about  Balance  it.  With  the  Copy  of  Mr.  Peyton's  Account, 
you  will  receive  a  List  of  the  Rents  which  he  collected  since  last 
settlement;  and  these,  as  I  have  not  been  favoured  with  a  Line 
from  you,  since  your  Letter  of  June,  is  all  I  recollect  at  present 
worth  communicating  relative  to  your  business. 

Before  this  Letter  can  reach  you,  you  must,  undoubtedly, 
have  received  an  Account  of  the  engagement  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay  between  the  Ministerial  Troops  (for  we  do  not,  nor 
cannot  yet  prevail  upon  ourselves  to  call  them  the  King's 
Troops)  and  the  Provincials  of  that  Government;  But  as  you 
may  not  have  heard  how  that  affair  began,  I  inclose  you  the 
several  Affidavits  that  were  taken  after  the  Action.14 

General  Gage  acknowledges,  that  the  detachment  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith15  was  sent  out  to  destroy  private 
property;  or,  in  other  Words,  to  destroy  a  Magazine  which  self 
preservation  obliged  the  Inhabitants  to  establish.  And  he  also 
confesses,  in  effect  at  least,  that  his  Men  made  a  very  precipitate 
retreat  from  Concord,  notwithstanding  the  reinforcement 
under  Lord  Piercy,  the  last  of  which  may  serve  to  convince 
Lord  Sandwich  (and  others  of  the  same  sentiment)  that  the 
Americans  will  fight  for  their  Liberties  and  property,  however 
pusilanimous,  in  his  Lordship's  Eye,  they  may  appear  in  other 
respects. 

From  the  best  Accounts  I  have  been  able  to  collect  of  that 
affair;  indeed  from  every  one,  I  believe  the  fact,  stripped  of  all 
colouring,  to  be  plainly  this,  that  if  the  retreat  had  not  been  as 
precipitate  as  it  was  (and  God  knows  it  could  not  well  have 
been  more  so)  the  Ministerial  Troops  must  have  surrendered, 
or  been  totally  cut  off:  For  they  had  not  arrived  inCharlestown 

"These  affidavits  were  sent  to  the  Continental  Congress  and  are  printed  in  the 
Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress,  May  n,  1775. 

15  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  Smith,  of  the  Tenth  Foot,  British  Army. 
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(under  cover  of  their  Ships)  half  an  hour,  before  a  powerful 
body  of  Men  from  Marblehead  and  Salem  were  at  their  heels, 
and  must,  if  they  had  happened  to  have  been  up  one  hour 
sooner,  inevitably  intercepted  their  retreat  to  Charlestown. 
Unhappy  it  is  though  to  reflect,  that  a  Brother's  Sword  has  been 
sheathed  in  a  Brother's  breast,  and  that,  the  once  happy  and 
peaceful  plains  of  America  are  either  to  be  drenched  with 
Blood,  or  Inhabited  by  Slaves.  Sad  alternative !  But  can  a  vir- 
tuous Man  hesitate  in  his  choice  ? 

I  am,  With  sincere  Regard  and  Affectionate  compliments  to 
Mrs.  Fairfax,  Dear  Sir,  etc. 

ACCEPTANCE  OF  APPOINTMENT  AS  GENERAL 
AND  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF 

[June  16, 1775.] 
Mr.  President:  Tho'  I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  high  Honour 
done  me  in  this  Appointment,  yet  I  feel  great  distress  from  a 
consciousness  that  my  abilities  and  Military  experience  may 
not  be  equal  to  the  extensive  and  important  Trust:  However, 
as  the  Congress  desires  I  will  enter  upon  the  momentous  duty, 
and  exert  every  power  I  Possess  In  their  Service  for  the  Support 
of  the  glorious  Cause:  I  beg  they  will  accept  my  most  cordial 
thanks  for  this  distinguished  testimony  of  their  Approbation. 
But  lest  some  unlucky  event  should  happen  unfavourable  to 
my  reputation,  I  beg  it  may  be  remembered  by  every  Gentn.  in 
the  room,  that  I  this  day  declare  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  I  do 
not  think  my  self  equal  to  the  Command  I  am  honoured  with. 
As  to  pay,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  Assure  the  Congress  that  as 
no  pecuniary  consideration  could  have  tempted  me  to  have 
accepted  this  Arduous  employment  [at  the  expence  of  my 
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domestt.  ease  and  happiness]  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  profit 
from  it:  I  will  keep  an  exact  Account  of  my  expences;  those 
I  doubt  not  they  will  discharge  and  that  is  all  I  desire.16 

To  MRS.  MARTHA  WASHINGTON 

Philadelphia,  June  18, 1775. 

My  Dearest:  I  am  now  set  down  to  write  to  you  on  a  subject, 
which  fills  me  with  inexpressible  concern,  and  this  concern  is 
greatly  aggravated  and  increased,  when  I  reflect  upon  the 
uneasiness  I  know  it  will  give  you.  It  has  been  determined  in 
Congress,  that  the  whole  army  raised  for  the  defence  of  the 
American  cause  shall  be  put  under  my  care,  and  that  it  is  neces- 
sary for  me  to  proceed  immediately  to  Boston  to  take  upon  me 
the  command  of  it. 

You  may  believe  me,  my  dear  Patsy,  when  I  assure  you,  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  that,  so  far  from  seeking  this  appointment, 

16  The  text  is  from  the  copy,  in  the  writing  of  Edmund  Pendleton,  in  the  Papers  of 
the  Continental  Congress.  The  phrase  in  brackets  is  in  Washington's  writing.  A  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Edward  Rutledge,  and  John  Adams  was 
immediately  appointed  to  draft  a  commission  and  instructions  for  the  General.  The 
commission  was  engrossed  on  parchment  by  Timothy  Matlack  and  signed  (June  19) 
by  President  John  Hancock.  The  best  account  of  Washington's  selection  is  in  Bur- 
nett's Letters  of  Members  of  the  Continental  Congress,  vol.  1.  Washington's  com- 
mission is  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  His  instructions  will  be  found  in  the  Journals 
of  the  Continental  Congress  of  June  20.  Ford  prints  the  latter  as  a  footnote  and  copi- 
ously notes  the  influences  that  operated  in  the  selection  of  a  commander  in  chief.  That 
the  Virginia  delegates  were  not  unanimously  enthusiastic  over  Washington  was  evi- 
dent. John  Adams's  account  of  the  election  (Worths,  vol.  2,  pp.  415—418)  is  the 
standard,  but  a  full  understanding  of  the  matter  is  not  possible  without  analysis  of 
the  entire  political  situation  in  the  Congress,  in  which  the  coalition  of  the  Adamses 
of  Massachusetts  and  the  Lees  of  Virginia  needs  to  be  thoroughly  explained. 

In  June,  1775,  Robert  Aitken,  of  Philadelphia,  reprinted  Thomas  Simes's  Military 
Guide  for  Young  Officers,  which  had  been  published  in  London  in  1722.  Washington's 
copy  of  the  Aitken  reprint  is  an  8°  which  has  his  signature  at  the  top  of  page  1 .  There 
is  no  printed  title-page.  Aitken  furnished  a  manuscript  one  as  follows:  "The  Military 
Guide  for  Young  Officers.  By  Thomas  Simes  Esq.  Now  in  press,  the  following  is  as 
much  as  the  Publishers  have  got  done  for  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  from 
his  Devoted  humble  Serv't  Rob't  Aitken,  one  of  the  Publishers."  With  the  Guide 
Simes  also  published  a  dictionary,  and  this  Aitken  succeeded  in  printing  as  far  as 
"Portugal."  The  publication  was  sold  at  auction  in  1920. 
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I  have  used  every  endeavor  in  my  power  to  avoid  it,  not  only 
from  my  unwillingness  to  part  with  you  and  the  family,  but 
from  a  consciousness  of  its  being  a  trust  too  great  for  my 
capacity,  and  that  I  should  enjoy  more  real  happiness  in  one 
month  with  you  at  home,  than  I  have  the  most  distant  prospect 
of  finding  abroad,  if  my  stay  were  to  be  seven  times  seven  years. 
But  as  it  has  been  a  kind  of  destiny,  that  has  thrown  me  upon 
this  service,  I  shall  hope  that  my  undertaking  it  is  designed  to 
answer  some  good  purpose.  You  might,  and  I  suppose  did  per- 
ceive, from  the  tenor  of  my  letters,  that  I  was  apprehensive  I 
could  not  avoid  this  appointment,  as  I  did  not  pretend  to  inti- 
mate when  I  should  return.  That  was  the  case.  It  was  utterly 
out  of  my  power  to  refuse  this  appointment,  without  exposing 
my  character  to  such  censures,  as  would  have  reflected  dishonor 
upon  myself,  and  given  pain  to  my  friends.  This,  I  am  sure, 
could  not,  and  ought  not,  to  be  pleasing  to  you,  and  must  have 
lessened  me  considerably  in  my  own  esteem.  I  shall  rely,  there- 
fore, confidently  on  that  Providence,  which  has  heretofore  pre- 
served and  been  bountiful  to  me,  not  doubting  but  that  I  shall 
return  safe  to  you  in  the  fall.  I  shall  feel  no  pain  from  the  toil 
or  the  danger  of  the  campaign;  my  unhappiness  will  flow  from 
from  the  uneasiness  I  know  you  will  feel  from  being  left  alone. 
I  therefore  beg,  that  you  will  summon  your  whole  fortitude, 
and  pass  your  time  as  agreeably  as  possible.  Nothing  will  give 
me  so  much  sincere  satisfaction  as  to  hear  this,  and  to  hear  it 
from  your  own  pen.  My  earnest  and  ardent  desire  is,  that  you 
would  pursue  any  plan  that  is  most  likely  to  produce  content, 
and  a  tolerable  degree  of  tranquillity;  as  it  must  add  greatly  to 
my  uneasy  feelings  to  hear,  that  you  are  dissatisfied  or  com- 
plaining at  what  I  really  could  not  avoid. 

As  life  is  always  uncertain,  and  common  prudence  dictates 
to  every  man  the  necessity  of  settling  his  temporal  concerns, 
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while  it  is  in  his  power,  and  while  the  mind  is  calm  and  undis- 
turbed, I  have,  since  I  came  to  this  place  (for  I  had  not  time  to 
do  it  before  I  left  home)  got  Colonel  Pendleton17  to  draft  a  will 
for  me,  by  the  directions  I  gave  him,  which  will  I  now  enclose. 
The  provision  made  for  you  in  case  of  my  death  will,  I  hope,  be 
agreeable. 

I  shall  add  nothing  more,  as  I  have  several  letters  to  write,  but 
to  desire  that  you  will  remember  me  to  your  friends,  and  to 
assure  you  that  I  am,  with  the  most  unfeigned  regard,  my  dear 
Patsy,  your  affectionate,  &c.18 

To  JOHN  PARKE  CUSTIS 

Philadelphia,  June  19, 1775. 
Dear  Jack:  I  have  been  called  upon  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  the  colonies  to  take  the  command  of  the  continental  army. 
It  is  an  honor  I  neither  sought  after,  or  was  by  any  means  fond 
of  accepting,  from  a  consciousness  of  my  own  inexperience  and 
inability  to  discharge  the  duties  of  so  important  a  trust.  How- 
ever, as  the  partiality  of  the  Congress  has  placed  me  in  this  dis- 
tinguished point  of  view,  I  can  make  them  no  other  return  but 
what  will  flow  from  close  attention  and  upright  intention — for 
the  rest  I  can  say  nothing.  My  great  concern  upon  this  occasion 
is,  the  thought  of  leaving  your  mother  under  the  uneasiness 
which  I  fear  this  affair  will  throw  her  into;  I  therefore  hope, 
expect,  and  indeed  have  no  doubt,  of  your  using  every  means  in 
your  power  to  keep  up  her  spirits,  by  doing  everything  in  your 
power  to  promote  her  quiet.  I  have,  I  must  confess,  very  uneasy 
feelings  on  her  account,  but  as  it  has  been  a  kind  of  unavoidable 
necessity  which  has  led  me  into  this  appointment,  I  shall  more 

17  Col.  Edmund  Pendleton,  at  this  time  a  Delegate  from  Virginia  to  the  Continental 
Congress. 

18  The  text  is  from  Ford,  who,  apparently,  took  it  from  Sparks.  No  copy,  or  draft, 
is  now  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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readily  hope  that  success  will  attend  it  and  crown  our  meetings 
with  happiness. 

At  any  time,  I  hope  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say,  that  I  am 
always  pleased  with  yours  and  Nelly's  abidance  at  Mount  Ver- 
non; much  less  upon  this  occasion,  when  I  think  it  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  peace  and  satisfaction  of  your  mother;  a  con- 
sideration which  I  have  no  doubt  will  have  due  weight  with 
you  both,  and  require  no  arguments  to  enforce. 

As  the  public  gazettes  will  convey  every  article  of  intelli- 
gence that  I  could  communicate  in  this  letter,  I  shall  not  repeat 
them,  but  with  love  to  Nelly,  and  sincere  regard  for  yourself, 
I  remain,  &c. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  have  received  your 
letter  of  the  fifteenth  instant.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  in- 
telligence therein  contained,  and  I  am  glad  you  directed  about 
the  tobacco,  for  I  had  really  forgot  it.  You  must  now  take  upon 
yourself  the  entire  management  of  your  own  estate,  it  will  no 
longer  be  in  my  power  to  assist  you,  nor  is  there  any  occasion 
for  it,  as  you  have  never  discovered  a  disposition  to  put  it  to  a 
bad  use. 

The  Congress,  for  I  am  at  liberty  to  say  as  much,  are  about  to 
strike  two  millions  of  dollars  as  a  continental  currency,  for  the 
support  of  the  war,  as  Great  Britain  seems  determined  to  en- 
force us  into — and  there  will  be  at  least  fifteen  thousand  raised 
as  a  continental  army.  As  I  am  exceedingly  hurried;  I  can  add 
no  more  at  present  than  that  I  am,  &c.19 

*To  BURWELL  BASSETT 

Philadelphia,  June  19, 1775. 
Dear  Sir :  I  am  now  Imbarked  on  a  tempestuous  Ocean,  from 
whence  perhaps,  no  friendly  harbour  is  to  be  found.  I  have 

"The  text  is  from  Ford. 
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been  called  upon  by  the  unanimous  Voice  of  the  Colonies  to 
the  Command  of  the  Continental  Army.  It  is  an  honour  I  by 
no  means  aspired  to.  It  is  an  honour  I  wished  to  avoid,  as  well 
from  an  unwillingness  to  quit  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  my 
Family,  as  from  a  through  conviction  of  my  own  Incapacity 
and  want  of  experience  in  the  conduct  of  so  momentous  a  con- 
cern; but  the  partiallityof  the  Congress,  added  to  some  political 
motives,  left  me  without  a  choice.  May  God  grant,  therefore, 
that  my  acceptance  of  it,  may  be  attended  with  some  good  to 
the  common  cause,  and  without  Injury  (from  want  of  knowl- 
edge) to  my  own  reputation.  I  can  answer  but  for  three  things, 
a  firm  belief  of  the  justice  of  our  Cause,  close  attention  in  the 
prosecution  of  it,  and  the  strictest  Integrity.  If  these  cannot 
supply  the  place  of  Ability  and  Experience,  the  cause  will  suf- 
fer, and  more  than  probable  my  character  along  with  it,  as 
reputation  derives  its  principal  support  from  success;  but  it 
will  be  remembered,  I  hope,  that  no  desire  or  insinuation  of 
mine,  placed  me  in  this  situation.  I  shall  not  be  deprived  there- 
fore of  a  comfort  in  the  worst  event  if  I  retain  a  consciousness 
of  having  acted  to  the  best  of  my  judgment. 

I  am  at  liberty  to  tell  you  that  the  Congress  in  committee 
(which  will  I  dare  say,  be  agreed  to  when  reported)  have  con- 
sented to  a  Continental  Currency,  and  have  ordered  two  mil- 
lion of  Dollars  to  be  struck  for  payment  of  the  Troops,  and 
other  expenses  arising  from  our  defence,  as  also  that  15,000 
Men  are  voted  as  a  Continental  Army,  which  will  I  dare  say 
be  augmented  as  more  Troops  are  Imbarked  and  Imbarking 
for  America  than  was  expected  at  the  time  of  passing  that  vote. 
As  to  other  Articles  of  Intelligence  I  must  refer  you  to  the 
Gazettes  as  the  Printers  pick  up  every  thing  that  is  stirring 
in  that  way.  The  other  Officers  in  the  higher  departments  are 
not  yet  fixed,  therefore  I  cannot  give  you  their  names.  I  set 
out  tomorrow  for  Boston,  where  I  shall  always  be  glad  to  hear 
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from  you.  My  best  wishes  attend  Mrs.Bassett,  Mrs.Dandridge, 
and  all  our  relations  and  friends.  In  great  haste,  as  I  have  many 
Letters  to  write,  and  other  business  to  do.  I  remain  with  the 
sincerest  regards,  Dear  Sir,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  must  entreat  you  and  Mrs.  Bassett  if  possible  to  visit 
at  Mt.  Vernon,  as  also  my  Wife's  other  friends.  I  could  wish 
you  to  take  her  down,  as  I  have  no  expectation  of  returning 
till  Winter  and  feel  great  uneasiness  at  her  lonesome  situation, 
I  have  sent  my  Chariot  and  Horses  back.20 

To  THE  CAPTAINS  OF  SEVERAL  INDEPENDENT 
COMPANIES  IN  VIRGINIA 

Philadelphia,  June  20, 1775. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  now  about  to  bid  adieu  to  the  companies 
under  your  respective  commands,  at  least  for  a  while.  I  have 
launched  into  a  wide  and  extensive  field,  too  boundless  for  my 
abilities,  and  far,  very  far,  beyond  my  experience.  I  am  called, 
by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Colonies,  to  the  command  of  the 
Continental  army;  an  honor  I  did  not  aspire  to;  and  honor  I 
was  solicitous  to  avoid,  upon  a  full  conviction  of  my  inadequacy 
to  the  importance  of  the  service.  The  partiality  of  the  Con- 
gress, however,  assisted  by  a  political  motive,  rendered  my 
reasons  unavailing,  and  I  shall  to-morrow  set  out  for  the  camp 
near  Boston. 

I  have  only  to  beg  of  you,  therefore,  before  I  go,  (especially 
as  you  did  me  the  honor  to  put  your  companies  under  my 
direction,  and  know  not  how  soon  you  may  be  called  upon  in 
Virginia  for  an  exertion  of  your  military  skill,)  by  no  means 
to  relax  in  the  discipline  of  your  respective  companies.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  etc.21 

20  The  editor  is  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  S.  Fahs  Smith,  of  York,  Pa.,  for 
the  text  of  this  letter. 

21  The  text  is  from  Ford. 
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*To  JOHN  AUGUSTINE  WASHINGTON 

Philadelphia,  June  20, 1775. 

Dear  Brother:  I  am  now  to  bid  adieu  to  you,  and  to  every 
kind  of  domestick  ease,  for  a  while.  I  am  Imbarked  on  a  wide 
Ocean,  boundless  in  its  prospect,  and  from  whence,  perhaps, 
no  safe  harbour  is  to  be  found.  I  have  been  called  upon  by 
the  unanimous  Voice  of  the  Colonies  to  take  Command  of  the 
Continental  Army.  An  honour  I  neither  sought  after,  nor  de- 
sired, as  I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  that  is  requires  greater 
Abilities,  and  much  more  experience,  than  I  am  Master  of,  to 
conduct  a  business  so  extensive  in  its  nature,  and  arduous  in 
the  execution;  but  the  partiallity  of  the  Congress,  joined  to  a 
political  motive,  really  left  me  without  a  Choice ;  and  I  am  now 
Commissioned  a  General  and  Commander  in  chief  of  all  the 
Forces  now  raisd,  or  to  be  raisd,  for  the  defence  of  the  United 
Colonies.  That  I  may  discharge  the  Trust  to  the  Satisfaction 
of  my  Imployers,  is  my  first  wish ;  that  I  shall  aim  to  do  it,  there 
remains  as  little  doubt  of;  how  far  I  may  succeed  is  another 
point;  but  this  I  am  sure  of,  that  in  the  worst  event  I  shall  have 
the  consolation  of  knowing  (if  I  act  to  the  best  of  my  judg- 
ment) that  the  blame  ought  to  lodge  upon  the  appointers,  not 
the  appointed,  as  it  was  by  no  means  a  thing  of  my  own  seek- 
ing, or  proceeding  from  any  hint  of  my  friends. 

I  am  at  liberty  to  inform  you,  that  the  Congress,  in  a  Com- 
mittee, (which  will  I  dare  say,  be  agreed  to  when  reported) 
have  consented  to  a  Continental  Currency;  have  ordered  two 
millions  of  Dollars  to  be  struck  for  payment  of  the  Troops,  &c. 
and  have  voted  15,000  Men  as  a  Continental  Army,  which 
number  will  be  augmented,  as  the  strength  of  the  British 
Troops  will  be  greater  than  was  expected  at  the  time  of  passing 
that  vote.  General  Ward,  General  Lee,  General  Schuyler  and 
General  Putnam  are  appointed  Major  Generals  under  me;  the 
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Brigadier  Generals  are  not  yet  appointed.  Major  Gates  Adju- 
tant General.22  I  expect  to  set  out  to-morrow  for  Boston  and 
hope  to  be  joined  there  in  a  little  time  by  Ten  Companies  of 
Riflemen  from  this  Province,  Maryland  and  Virginia;  For 
other  Articles  of  Intelligence,  I  shall  refer  you  to  the  Papers,  as 
the  Printers  are  diligent  in  collecting  every  thing  that  is  stirring. 

I  shall  hope  that  my  Friends  will  visit  and  endeavor  to  keep 
up  the  spirits  of  my  Wife  as  much  as  they  can,  as  my  departure 
will,  I  know,  be  a  cutting  stroke  upon  her;  and  on  this  account 
alone,  I  have  many  very  disagreeable  sensations.  I  hope  you  and 
my  sister  (although  the  distance  is  great)  will  find  as  much 
leisure  this  Summer,  as  to  spend  a  little  time  at  Mount  Vernon. 

My  sincere  regards  attend  you  both  as  also  the  little  ones  and 
I  am  your  most  affectionate  Brother. 

To  MRS.  MARTHA  WASHINGTON 

Philadelphia,  June  23,  1775. 
My  Dearest:  As  I  am  within  a  few  minutes  of  leaving  this 
city,  I  would  not  think  of  departing  from  it  with  out  dropping 
you  a  line,  especially  as  I  do  not  know  whether  it  may  be  in  my 

32  Gen.  Artemas  Ward  had  been  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massa- 
chusetts commander  of  all  the  forces  raised  by  that  colony  and  was  in  Cambridge  at 
the  head  of  the  troops  then  besieging  Boston.  The  question  of  his  command  and  the 
State  rights  and  other  political  awkwardness  created  by  the  Continental  Congress 
assumption  of  control  are  covered  by  Charles  Martyn's  Life  of  Artemas  Ward  (New 
York:  1921).  Gens.  Charles  Lee  and  Philip  Schuyler  accompanied  the  Commander  in 
Chief  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York  City.  Lee  continued  with  him  to  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  where  Maj.  Gen.  Israel  Putnam  commanded  the  Connecticut  troops.  Horado 
Gates  was  in  Berkeley  County,  Va.,  but  joined  the  Army  by  the  middle  of  July.  He 
was  a  captain  in  the  British  Army  and  had  been  present  at  Braddock's  Defeat,  where 
he  was  wounded,  and  he  rose  afterwards  to  the  rank  of  major,  which  he  resigned  and 
retired  from  the  service,  purchasing  lands  and  settling  himself  as  a  planter  in  Virginia. 
Lee  was  a  colonel  on  half  pay  in  the  British  Army,  but  he  resigned  this  commission 
as  soon  as  he  was  appointed  major  general  by  the  Congress  and  before  he  received 
his  commission  in  the  American  Army.  He  had  been  a  soldier  from  his  youth  and 
had  seen  much  service  in  America  during  the  French  War  and  afterwards  in  Europe. 
When  he  received  this  appointment  he  had  been  only  about  18  months  in  the  Colonies. 
Gates  had  induced  him  to  buy  lands  in  Virginia.  He  was  an  erratic  egoist,  a  poseur, 
and  natural  trouble  maker;  the  Indians  called  him  by  a  name  meaning  "Boiling 
Water."  While  he  displayed  flashes  of  genius  at  times,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
he  was  mentally  unbalanced. 
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power  to  write  again  till  I  get  to  the  camp  at  Boston.  I  go  fully 
trusting  in  that  providence,  which  has  been  more  bountiful  to 
me  than  I  deserve  and  in  full  confidence  of  a  happy  meeting 
with  you  some  time  in  the  fall.  I  have  no  time  to  add  more  as 
I  am  surrounded  with  company  to  take  leave  of  me.  I  return 
an  unalterable  affection  for  you  which  neither  time  or  distance 
can  change  my  best  love  to  Jack  and  Nelly  and  regard  for  the 
rest  of  the  family;  conclude  me  with  the  utmost  truth  and 
Sincerety,  Yr.  entire.23 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

New  York,  June  24  [25],  1775.24 
Gentlemen:  The  Rain  on  Friday  Afternoon  and  Saturday 
the  Advice  of  several  Gentlemen  of  the  Jerseys'  and  this  City, 
by  no  Means  to  cross  Hudsons  River  at  the  lower  Ferry  and 
some  other  Occurrences  too  trivial  to  mention  (which  hap- 
pened on  the  Road)  prevented  my  arrival  at  this  place  until 
the  Afternoon  of  this  day.  In  the  morning,  after  giving  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  such  Orders,  as,  from  the  result  of  my  Inquiry 
into  matters  here,  appear  necessary,  I  shall  set  out  on  my  Jour- 
ney to  the  Camp  at  Boston  and  shall  proceed  with  all  the  dis- 
patch in  my  Power. 

23  The  text  is  from  a  copy  of  the  original,  undoubtedly  in  Washington's  writing, 
reproduced  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Pan  American  Union  of  December,  1930.  The  copy 
was  presented  to  Simon  Bolivar  by  Eliza  Parke  Custis  in  1828. 

^Mifflin,  who  drafted  this  letter  for  Washington's  signature,  was  evidently  in  error 
as  to  his  date;  the  mistake  was  continued,  apparently,  until  the  General  reached  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.    (See  Washington's  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  July  1 0, 1 775,  post.) 

Washington  left  Philadelphia  for  Cambridge  on  June  23,  accompanied  by  Lee;  Schuy- 
ler; Joseph  Reed,  his  military  secretary;  Thomas  Mifflin,  his  aide-de-camp;  and  Samuel 
Griffin,  aide  to  Lee.  The  Commander  in  Chief's  route  was  by  way  of  Trenton,  New 
Brunswick,  Newark,  Hoboken,  N.  J.;  New  York  City,  Kings  Bridge,  New  Rochelle, 
N.  Y.;  New  Haven,  Hartford,  Wethersfield,  Conn.;  Springfield,  Worcester,  and 
Watertown,  Mass.  There  was  a  review  of  the  Philadelphia  militia  before  Washington 
left  that  city.  The  arrival  at  New  York  City  was  complicated  by  the  arrival  the  same 
day  of  the  royal  governor,  William  Tryon.  The  Tory  element  in  New  York  City  was 
strong,  and  there  was  apprehension  of  some  awkwardness,  if  not  actual  difficulty.  The 
two  arrivals  did  not,  however,  conflict  in  point  of  time.  Washington  was  given  a 
public  dinner  at  Leonard  Lispenard's. 
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Powder  is  so  essential  an  Article  that  I  cannot  help  again  re- 
peating the  necessity  of  a  supply.  The  Camp  at  Boston,  from  the 
best  Accounts  I  can  get  from  thence,  is  but  very  poorly  supplied. 
At  this  place  they  have  scarce  any.  how  they  are  provided  in 
General  Wooster's  Camp  I  have  not  been  able  yet  to  learn.25 

Governor  Tryon  is  arrived  and  General  Schuyler  directed  to 
advise  you  of  the  line  of  Conduct  he  moves  in.  I  fear  it  will  not 
be  very  favourable  to  the  American  Cause.  I  have  only  to  add 
that  I  am  with  the  greatest  respect  and  regard,  etc. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  PHILIP  SCHUYLER 

New  York,  June  25, 1775. 
Sir:  You  are  to  take  upon  you  the  Command  of  all  the 
Troops  destined  for  the  New  York  Department,  and  see  that 
the  Orders  of  the  Continental  Congress  are  carried  into  Execu- 
tion, with  as  much  Precision  and  Exactness  as  possible.  For 
your  better  Government  therein  you  are  herewith  furnished 
with  a  Copy  of  the  Instructions  given  to  me  by  that  Hon'e 
Body.  Such  Parts  thereof  as  are  within  the  Line  of  your  Duty, 
you  will  please  to  pay  particular  Attention  to.  Delay  no  Time 
in  occupying  the  several  Posts,  recommended  by  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  this  Colony,  and  putting  them  in  a  fit  Posture,  to 
answer  the  End  designed :  neither  delay  any  Time  in  securing 
the  Stores,  which  are  or  ought  to  have  been  removed  from  this 
City  by  Order  of  the  Continental  Congress.  Keep  a  watchful 
Eye  upon  Governor  Tryon,26  and  if  you  find  him  directly  or 

25  Gen.  David  Wooster  commanded  the  forces  which  had  been  raised  by  Connecti- 
cut, and  which  were  stationed  on  the  shores  of  Long  Island  Sound  to  protect  the 
southern  borders  of  that  colony.  On  June  15a  rumor  having  been  spread  that  a  regi- 
ment of  British  troops  was  soon  to  be  landed  in  the  city  of  New  York  from  Ireland, 
the  provincial  congress  invited  General  Wooster  to  march  within  5  miles  of  the  city 
for  its  defense,  and  while  there  to  be  under  the  command  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, or  that  of  New  York.  This  request  being  approved  by  the  government  of 
Connecticut,  General  Wooster  marched  1,800  men  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  city 
on  June  28,  where  he  remained  several  weeks. — Ford. 

20 Sparks  notes  from  Almon's  Remembrancer  (vol.  1,  p.  180)  that  Tryon  had  been 
Governor  of  New  York  since  August,  1771,  and  recently  absent  for  several  months  in 
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indirectly,  attempting  any  Measures  inimical  to  the  common 
Cause,  use  every  Means  in  your  Power  to  frustrate  his  De- 
signs. It  is  not  in  my  Power,  at  this  Time,  to  point  out  the 
Mode  by  which  this  End  is  to  be  accomplished;  but  if  forcible 
Measures  are  judged  necessary,  (respecting  the  Person  of  the 
Governor)  I  should  have  no  Difficulty  in  ordering  of  it,  if  the 
Continental  Congress  was  not  sitting;  but  as  this  is  the  Case, 
the  seizing  of  a  Governor  quite  a  new  Thing  and  of  exceeding 
great  Importance,  I  must  refer  you  to  that  Body  for  Direction, 
in  Case  His  Excelly.  the  Governor  should  make  any  Move 
towards  increasing  the  Strength  of  the  Tory  Party,  or  in  arming 
them  against  the  Cause  we  are  embarked  in.  In  like  Manner 
watch  the  Movements  of  the  Indian  Agent  (Col.  Guy  Johnston) 
and  prevent,  as  far  as  you  can,  the  Effect  of  his  Influence  to  our 
Prejudice  with  the  Indians.  Obtain  the  best  Information  you 
can  of  the  Temper  and  Disposition  of  those  People,  and  also  of 
the  Canadians,  that  a  proper  Line  may  be  mark'd  out  to  concil- 
iate their  good  Opinion,  or  facilitate  any  future  Operation. 

The  Posts  on  Lake  Champlain,  &c,  you  will  please  to  have 
properly  supplied  with  Provisions  and  Ammunition,  and  this 
I  am  persuaded  you  will  aim  at  doing,  on  the  best  Terms,  to 
prevent  our  good  Cause  from  sinking  under  a  heavy  Load  of 
Expence. 

You  will  be  pleased  also  to  make  regular  Returns  to  me, 
once  a  Month  and  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  oftener 
as  Occurrences  may  require,  of  the  Forces  under  your  Com- 
mand, of  your  Provisions  Stores  &c.  and  give  me  the  earliest 
Advices  of  every  Piece  of  Intelligence;  which  you  shall  judge 

England.  He  was  known  to  be  extremely  hostile  to  the  movements  in  the  Colonies; 
and,  possessing  much  talent  and  address,  it  was  feared  his  influence  would  have  a 
pernicious  effect  on  the  inhabitants  of  New  York,  who  already  manifested  a  lukewarm- 
ness  and  hesitancy  by  no  means  encouraging  to  the  ardent  champions  of  liberty.  Hence 
the  necessity  of  keeping  an  eye  on  his  motions,  and  guarding  against  any  schemes  he 
might  adopt  to  promote  his  aims.  The  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commonalty  of  the  city 
congratulated  him  in  a  public  address,  to  which  he  replied;  but  there  was  no  inter- 
course between  him  and  the  provincial  congress. 
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of  Importance  to  be  speedily  known.  Your  own  good  Sense 
must  govern  in  all  Matters  not  particularly  pointed  out,  as  I  do 
not  wish  to  circumscribe  you  within  narrow  Limits.  I  remain 
with  great  Regard,  etc. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

New  York,  5  o'clock  P.  M.,  Sunday,  June  24"  [25],  1775. 

Sir:  Upon  my  Arrival  here  this  Afternoon  I  was  inform'd 
that  an  Express  was  in  Town  from  the  provincial  Camp  in 
Massachusets  Bay,  and  having  seen  among  other  papers  in  his 
possession  a  Letter  directed  to  you  as  president  of  Congress 
I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  open  it. 

I  was  induced  to  take  that  Liberty  by  several  Gentlemen  of 
New  York  who  were  anxious  to  know  the  particulars  of  the 
Affair  of  the  17th  Inst  and  agreeable  to  the  Orders  of  many 
members  of  the  Congress  who  judged  it  necessary  that  I  should 
avail  my  self  of  the  best  Information  in  the  Course  of  my  Journey. 

You  will  find  Sir  by  that  Letter  a  great  want  of  Powder  in 
the  provincial  army;  which  I  sincerely  hope  the  Congress  will 
supply  as  speedily  and  as  effectually  as  in  their  Power. 

One  thousand  pounds  in  Wt.  were  sent  to  the  Camp  at  Cam- 
bridge three  days  ago  from  this  City;  which  has  left  this  Place 
almost  destitute  of  that  necessary  article;  there  being  at  this 
Time  from  the  best  Information  not  more  than  four  Bbs  of 
powder  in  the  City  of  N.  York. 

I  propose  to  set  off  for  the  provincial  Camp  to  morrow  and 
will  use  all  possible  Dispatch  to  join  the  Forces  there. 

Please  to  make  my  Compliments  to  the  Gentlemen  the 
Congress. 

27  Mifflin  again  wrongly  dates  this  letter,  which  Washington  signed,  as  June  24. 
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To  THE  NEW  YORK  LEGISLATURE 

June  26, 1775. 

Gentlemen:  At  the  same  time  that  with  you  I  deplore  the 
unhappy  necessity  of  such  an  Appointment,  as  that  with  which 
I  am  now  honoured,  I  cannot  but  feel  sentiments  of  the  highest 
gratitude  for  this  affecting  Instance  of  distinction  and  Regard. 

May  your  every  wish  be  realized  in  the  success  of  America, 
at  this  important  and  interesting  Period;  and  be  assured  that 
the  every  exertion  of  my  worthy  Colleagues  and  myself  will 
be  equally  extended  to  the  re-establishment  of  Peace  and  Har- 
mony between  the  Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies,  as  to  the 
fatal,  but  necessary,  operations  of  War.  When  we  assumed 
the  Soldier,  we  did  not  lay  aside  the  Citizen;  and  we  shall  most 
sincerely  rejoice  with  you  in  that  happy  hour  when  the  estab- 
lishment of  American  Liberty,  upon  the  most  firm  and  solid 
foundations,  shall  enable  us  to  return  to  our  Private  Stations  in 
the  bosom  of  a  free,  peaceful  and  happy  Country.  I  am  etc.28 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  3, 1775. 
Parole  Lookout.    Countersign29  Sharp. 
The  Colonels  or  commanding  Officer  of  each  Regt.  are  or- 
dered forthwith,  to  make  two  Returns  of  the  Number  of  men 

28  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston  was  then  president  of  the  New  York  Congress.  The 
last  paragraph  answered  that  part  of  the  letter  of  June  7  from  the  New  York  Congress 
to  Washington,  quoted,  in  part,  by  Sparks:  "On  a  general  in  America,  fortune  also 
should  bestow  her  gifts,  that  he  may  rather  communicate  luster  to  his  dignities  than 
receive  it,  and  that  his  country  in  his  property,  his  kindred,  and  connexions,  may 
have  sure  pledges  that  he  will  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  his  high  office,  and 
readily  lay  down  his  power  when  the  general  weal  requires  it."  The  entire  letter  is 
printed  in  Force's  American  Archives,  Fourth  Series,  vol.  2,  1282.  The  address  and 
the  General's  reply  were  published  by  order  of  the  Congress.  The  letter  of  June  7  is 
not  found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

29  The  countersign  was  the  password  given  daily  to  distinguish  friends  from  foes 
and  to  prevent  unauthorized  persons  from  gaining  entrance  to  the  camp.  It  must  be 
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in  their  respective  Regiments,  distinguishing  such  as  are  sick, 
wounded  or  absent  on  furlough,  and  also  the  quantity  of  am- 
munition each  Regim.  now  has. 

It  appearing  by  the  Report  of  Henry  Woods,30  the  Officer  of 
the  main  guard,  that  one  William  Alfred  is  confin'd  for  taking 
two  horses,  belonging  to  some  Persons  in  Connecticut,  but  that 
he  has  made  satisfaction  to  the  injured  parties,  who  request 
that  they  may  not  be  longer  detain'd  as  witnesses:  It  is  ordered 
that  he  be  discharged,  and  after  receiving  a  severe  reprimand, 
be  turned  out  of  camp. 

AFTER  ORDERS  4  O'CLOCK  P.  M. 

It  is  ordered  that  Col.  Glover's  Regiment31  be  ready  this 
evening,  with  all  their  Accoutrements,  to  march  at  a  minutes 
warning  to  support  General  Falsam32  of  the  New  Hampshire 
forces,  in  case  his  Lines  should  be  attack'd. 


given  to  sentries,  to  whom  it  is  known,  before  the  lines  can  be  passed.  The  parole 
was  a  password  imparted  only  to  officers  of  the  guard  and  such  other  officers  as  had 
the  right  to  visit  the  guards.  This  to  prevent  any  unauthorized  interference  with  the 
sentries.  Officers,  of  course,  could  pass  the  sentries  by  giving  the  countersign,  but 
the  parole  also  would  be  demanded  of  them  by  the  sentries  if  anything  more  than  a 
passing  of  the  lines  were  attempted. 

The  text  of  Washington's  General  Orders  printed  in  these  Writings  is  that  of  the 
Varick  transcript  of  the  General  Orders,  begun  in  1780-81,  from  the  original 
"Orderly  Books."  This  transcript  was  begun  by  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  John  Stagg,  and 
the  first  volumes  are  attested  by  Adjt.  Gen.  Alexander  Scammell.  The  original  head- 
quarters "Orderly  Books  "  are  small  blank  books,  relatively  uniform  as  to  size,  but 
many  of  them,  apparently,  have  not  survived.  July  20,  1775,  the  brigade  majors  and 
adjutants  were  ordered  to  keep  separate  record  books  of  the  General  Orders.  Many 
of  these  brigade  and  adjutant  books  were  turned  in  to  headquarters,  and  when  Wash- 
ington's papers  were  packed  up  in  1783  and  sent  to  Mount  Vernon  apparently  all  the 
orderly  books  then  in  the  orderly  office,  whether  they  were  headquarters  records  or 
not,  were  shipped.  In  1 894  all  these  books  were  removed  from  the  Washington  Papers, 
then  in  the  Department  of  State,  to  the  Records  and  Pensions  Division  of  the  War 
Department,  under  the  custody  of  The  Adjutant  General.  They  still  remain  in  The 
Adjutant  General's  Office;  and  though  they  have  been  listed  and  bound,  no  attempt 
has  been  made  to  identify  and  separate  the  General  Orders  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  from  the  regimental,  brigade,  and  other  miscellaneous  orderly  books.  There 
are  76  of  these  books  in  all,  and  doubtless  a  careful  examination  would  disclose  the 
presence  of  at  least  a  dozen  or  so  of  the  original  Washington  "  Orderly  Books." 

aoMaj.  Henry  Woods,  of  Col.  William  Prescott's  Massachusetts  regiment. 

81  Col.  John  Glover's  Massachusetts  regiment,  sometimes  called  the  Marblehead 
Regiment.  Glover  was,  later,  colonel  of  the  Fourteenth  Continental  Infantry  and  a 
brigadier  general  in  the  Continental  Army. 

Nathaniel  Folsom,  major  general  of  New  Hampshire  Militia. 
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It  is  also  order'd,  that  Col  Prescott's  Regiment33  equip  them- 
selves, march  this  evening  and  take  Possession  of  the  woods 
leading  to  Leechmores  point,34  and  in  case  of  an  Attack,  then 
Col.  Glover's  Regiment  to  march  immediately  to  their  support. 

ANSWER  TO  AN  ADDRESS 
OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

July  4, 1775. 

Gentlemen:  Your  kind  congratulations  on  my  appointment 
and  arrival,  demand  my  warmest  acknowledgments,  and  will 
ever  be  retained  in  grateful  remembrance. 

In  exchanging  the  enjoyments  of  domestic  life  for  the  duties 
of  my  present  honorable  but  arduous  station,  I  only  emulate 
the  virtue  and  public  spirit  of  the  whole  province  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  which,  with  a  firmness  and  patriotism  without 
example  in  modern  history,  have  sacrificed  all  the  comforts  of 
social  and  political  life,  in  support  of  the  rights  of  mankind, 
and  the  welfare  of  our  common  country.  My  highest  ambition 
is  to  be  the  happy  instrument  of  vindicating  those  rights,  and 
to  see  this  devoted  province  again  restored  to  peace,  liberty, 
and  safety. 

The  short  space  of  time,  which  has  elapsed  since  my  arrival, 
does  not  permit  me  to  decide  upon  the  state  of  the  army.  The 
course  of  human  affairs  forbids  an  expectation  that  troops 
formed  under  such  circumstances  should  at  once  possess  the 
order,  regularity,  and  discipline  of  veterans.  Whatever  defi- 
ciencies there  may  be,  will,  I  doubt  not,  soon  be  made  up  by 
the  activity  and  zeal  of  the  officers,  and  the  docility  and  obe- 
dience of  the  men.  These  qualities,  united  with  their  native 
bravery  and  spirit,  will  afford  a  happy  presage  of  success,  and 

88 Col.  William  Prescott's  Massachusetts  regiment.  Prescott  was,  later,  colonel  of  the 
Seventh  Continental  Infantry. 
^Leechmeres  Point. 
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put  a  final  period  to  those  distresses,  which  now  overwhelm  this 
once  happy  country. 

I  most  sincerely  thank  you,  Gentlemen,  for  your  declaration 
of  readiness  at  all  times  to  assist  me  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  my  station.  They  are  so  complicated  and  extended,  that 
I  shall  need  the  assistance  of  every  good  man,  and  lover  of  his 
country.  I  therefore  repose  the  utmost  confidence  in  your  aid. 

In  return  for  your  affectionate  wishes  to  myself,  permit  me  to 
say,  that  I  earnestly  implore  the  divine  Being,  in  whose  hands 
are  all  human  events,  to  make  you  and  your  constituents  as  dis- 
tinguished in  private  and  public  happiness,  as  you  have  been  by 
ministerial  oppression,  and  private  and  public  distress.35 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  4, 1775. 

Parole  Abington.    Countersign  Bedford. 

Exact  returns  to  be  made  by  the  proper  Officers  of  all  the 
Provisions  Ordnance,  Ordnance  Stores,  Powder,  Lead  work- 
ing Tools  of  all  kinds,  Tents,  Camp  Kettles,  and  all  other  Stores 
under  their  respective  care,  belonging  to  the  Armies  at  Rox- 
bury  and  Cambridge.  The  commanding  Officer  of  each  Regi- 
ment to  make  a  return  of  the  number  of  blankets  wanted  to 
compleat  every  Man  with  one  at  least. 

The  Hon:  Artemus  Ward,  Charles  Lee,  Philip  Schuyler,  and 
Israel  Putnam  Esquires  are  appointed  Major  Generals  of  the 
American  Army,  and  due  obedience  is  to  be  paid  them  as 
such.  The  Continental  Congress  not  having  compleated  the 

85  The  text  is  from  Ford.  Washington  arrived  in  Cambridge  on  July  2,  and  this  letter 
is  in  reply  to  the  address  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts,  which  will  be 
found  printed  in  the  journal  of  that  congress  for  1775.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
receive  the  General  and  provide  a  house  for  him.  The  dwelling  of  the  president  of  Har- 
vard College  was  chosen,  but  for  some  reason,  probably  Washington's  dislike  to  incon- 
venience President  Samuel  Langdon,  he  removed,  after  about  a  week,  into  the  John 
Vassall  house,  subsequently  known  as  the  Craigie-Longfellow  house,  from  the  names 
of  its  later  occupants. 
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appointments  of  the  other  officers  in  said  army  nor  had  suffi- 
cient time  to  prepare  and  forward  their  Commissions;  any 
officer  is  to  continue  to  do  duty  in  the  Rank  and  Station  he  at 
present  holds,  untill  further  orders. 

Thomas  Mifflin  Esqr:  is  appointed  by  the  General  one  of  his 
Aid-de-Camps.  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  is  in  like  manner  appointed 
Secretary  to  the  General,  and  they  are  in  future  to  be  consider'd 
and  regarded  as  such. 

The  Continental  Congress  having  now  taken  all  the  Troops 
of  the  several  Colonies,  which  have  been  raised,  or  which  may 
be  hereafter  raised  for  the  support  and  defence  of  the  Liberties 
of  America;  into  their  Pay  and  Service.  They  are  now  the 
Troops  of  the  united  provinces  of  North  America;  and  it  is 
hoped  that  all  Distinctions  of  Colonies  will  be  laid  aside;  so 
that  one  and  the  same  Spirit  may  animate  the  whole,  and  the 
only  Contest  be,  who  shall  render,  on  this  great  and  trying 
occasion,  the  most  essential  service  to  the  Great  and  common 
cause  in  which  we  are  all  engaged. 

It  is  required  and  expected  that  exact  discipline  be  observed, 
and  due  Subordination  prevail  thro'  the  whole  Army,  as  a  Fail- 
ure in  these  most  essential  points  must  necessarily  produce  ex- 
treme Hazard,  Disorder  and  Confusion;  and  end  in  shameful 
disappointment  and  disgrace. 

The  General  most  earnestly  requires,  and  expects,  a  due 
observance  of  those  articles  of  war,  established  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  army,  which  forbid  profane  cursing,  swearing  and 
drunkeness;  And  in  like  manner  requires  and  expects,  of  all 
Officers,  and  Soldiers,  not  engaged  on  actual  duty,  a  punctual 
attendance  on  divine  Service,  to  implore  the  blessings  of  heaven 
upon  the  means  used  for  our  safety  and  defence. 

All  Officers  are  required  and  expected  to  pay  diligent  Atten- 
tion to  keep  their  Men  neat  and  clean;  to  visit  them  often  at  their 
quarters,  and  inculcate  upon  them  the  necessity  of  cleanliness, 
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as  essential  to  their  health  and  service.  They  are  particularly 
to  see,  that  they  have  Straw  to  lay  on,  if  to  be  had,  and  to  make 
it  known  if  they  are  destitute  of  this  article.  They  are  also  to 
take  care  that  Necessarys  be  provided  in  the  Camps  and  fre- 
quently filled  up  to  prevent  their  being  offensive  and  unhealthy. 
Proper  Notice  will  be  taken  of  such  Officers  and  Men,  as  distin- 
guish themselves  by  their  attention  to  these  necessary  duties. 

The  commanding  Officer  of  each  Regiment  is  to  take  partic- 
ular care  that  not  more  than  two  Men  of  a  Company  be  absent 
on  furlough  at  the  same  time,  unless  in  very  extraordinary  cases. 

Col.  Gardner36  is  to  be  buried  to  morrow  at  3, 0'Clock,  P.  M. 
with  the  military  Honors  due  to  so  brave  and  gallant  an  Officer, 
who  fought,  bled  and  died  in  the  Cause  of  his  country  and 
mankind.  His  own  Regiment,  except  the  company  at  Maiden, 
to  attend  on  this  mournful  occasion.  The  places  of  those  Com- 
panies in  the  Lines  on  Prospect  Hill,  to  be  supplied  by  Col. 
Glovers  regiment  till  the  funeral  is  over. 

No  Person  is  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  Fresh-water  pond37  a  fish- 
ing or  on  any  other  occasion  as  there  may  be  danger  of  intro- 
ducing the  small  pox  into  the  army. 

It  is  strictly  required  and  commanded  that  there  be  no  firing 
of  Cannon  or  small  Arms  from  any  of  the  Lines,  or  elsewhere, 
except  in  case  of  necessary,  immediate  defence,  or  special  order 
given  for  that  purpose. 

All  Prisoners  taken,  Deserters  coming  in,  Persons  coming 
out  of  Boston,  who  can  give  any  Intelligence;  any  Captures  of 
any  kind  from  the  Enemy,  are  to  be  immediately  reported  and 
brought  up  to  Head  Quarters  in  Cambridge. 

39  Col.  Thomas  Gardner.  He  was  colonel  of  the  Lexington  Alarm  and,  later,  of  a  Mas- 
sachusetts regiment.  He  had  been  wounded  at  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  died  July  3. 

"Otherwise  known  as  Mill  Pond,  south  of  Charlestown  Common  and  west  of 
Bunker  Hill. 


1775]  COMMUNICATION  OF  ORDERS  311 

Capt.  Griffin38  is  appointed  Aide-de-Camp  to  General  Lee 
and  to  be  regarded  as  such. 

The  Guard  for  the  security  of  the  Stores  at  Watertown,  is 
to  be  increased  to  thirty  men  immediately. 

A  Serjeant  and  six  men  to  be  set  as  a  Guard  to  the  Hospital,89 
and  are  to  apply  to  Doctor  Rand.40 

Complaint  having  been  made  against  John  White  Quarter 
Master  of  Col.  Nixon's  Regmt.41  for  misdemeanors  in  drawing 
out  Provisions  for  more  Men  than  the  Regiment  consisted  of; 
a  Court  Martial  consisting  of  one  Captain  and  four  Subalterns 
is  ordered  to  be  held  on  said  White,  who  are  to  enquire,  deter- 
mine and  report. 

AFTER  ORDERS.  10  OCLOCK 

The  General  desires  that  some  Carpenters  be  immediately 
set  to  work  at  Brattle's  Stables,  to  fix  up  Stalls  for  eight  Horses, 
and  more  if  the  Room  will  admit,  with  suitable  racks,  man- 
gers, &c. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  5, 1775. 

Parole  Bedford.    Countersign  Cambridge. 

The  Adjutant  of  each  Regiment  is  required  to  take  special 
care,  that  all  general  orders  are  communicated,  as  well  to  the 
private  men,  as  to  the  officers,  that  there  may  be  no  Pleas  of 
Ignorance,  they  will  be  deemed  answerable  for  all  the  conse- 
quences which  may  follow  a  neglect  of  this  order. 

38  Capt.  Samuel  Griffin,  of  Virginia.  Later  he  was  deputy  adjutant  general  of  the 
Flying  Camp;  wounded  at  Harlem  Heights,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  16,  1776. 

a9At  Cambridge,  Mass. 

40Isaac  Rand.  He  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  physician  and 
surgeon  of  the  hospital  at  Cambridge,  Mass. 

"Col.  John  Nixon's  Massachusetts  regiment.  Nixon, later, was  colonel  of  the  Fourth 
Continental  Infantry  and  a  brigadier  general  in  the  Continental  Army. 
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A  General  Court  martial  is  ordered  to  sit  to  morrow  at  10 
oClock,  A.  M.  for  the  Trial  of  William  Patten  charged  with 
"leaving  his  post  on  guard"  David  Wells  and  Gideon  Cole  for 
"  sleeping  on  their  posts  as  sentinels " ;  John  Scott  for  "  insulting 
the  Centry  and  attempting  to  pass  the  guard  at  Boston"  and 
James  Foshe  for  "theft".  When  the  Witnesses  are  to  attend 
and  the  parties  charged,  are  to  have  notice  this  day  that  they 
may  be  prepared  for  their  trials. 

The  General  most  earnestly  recommends  and  requires  of  all 
the  Officers,  that  they  be  exceeding  diligent  and  strict  in  pre- 
venting all  Invasions  and  Abuse  of  private  property  in  their 
quarters,  or  elsewhere  he  hopes,  and  indeed  flatters  himself, 
that  every  private  Soldier  will  detest  and  abhor  such  practices, 
when  he  considers,  that  it  is  for  the  preservation  of  his  own 
Rights,  Liberty  and  Property,  and  those  of  his  Fellow  Country- 
men, that  he  is  now  called  into  service :  that  it  is  unmanly  and 
sully's  the  dignity  of  the  great  cause,  in  which  we  are  all 
engaged,  to  violate  that  property,  he  is  called  to  protect,  and 
especially,  that  it  is  most  cruel  and  inconsistant,  thus  to  add  to 
the  Distresses  of  those  of  their  Countrymen,  who  are  suffering 
under  the  Iron  hand  of  oppression. 

The  General  again  urges,  a  speedy  and  exact  Return,  of  the 
Forces,  Stores,  Provisions  &c,  as  desired  in  the  Orders  already 
issued  and  for  the  future,  these  Returns  to  be  made  once  a  week 
on  Saturday  Morning  regularly.  The  General  is  much  pleased 
with  the  expedition  and  care  which  some  Officers  have  already 
shewn  in  their  obedience  to  this  order. 

The  Colonel  or  commanding  Officer  of  each  Regiment,  is  to 
direct  an  Officer  of  each  Company,  to  call  over  the  Rolls  of  their 
men  at  six  oClock  every  morning,  and  to  make  proper  Inquiry 
after  the  absentees. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  6, 1775. 

Parole  Cumberland.    Countersign  Derby. 

A  General  Court  Martial  is  ordered  to  sit  to  morrow  at  10 
oClock  A.  M.  for  the  Trial  of  John  Lemsy,  John  Batcheler,  and 
William  Crostin  all  of  Col.  Gridley's  Regiment,42  charged  with 
"Desertion  and  Theft".  At  the  same  time,  they  are  to  hear  and 
determine,  the  Case  of  Edward  Dunley,  a  Stroller,  accused  of 
"Theft".  Notice  to  be  given  to  the  Prisoners  to  day. 

Captain  Leonard  of  Col.  Woodbridges  Regiment43  and  the 
remainder  of  his  Company,  are  ordered  to  join  the  Guard  at 
Watertown. 

The  Cloathing  provided  by  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of 
Supplies  for  those  Men  of  their  Government,  who  lost  their 
Cloaths  in  the  late  Action  on  Bunker-hill,  to  be  distributed  to 
the  most  needy  and  necessitous  Men  of  each  Regiment  and  an 
account  to  be  kept  thereof  by  the  commanding  Officer  of  each 
regiment. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  7, 1775. 

Parole  Dorchester.    Countersign  Exeter. 

It  is  with  inexpressible  Concern  that  the  General  upon  his 
first  Arrival  in  the  army,  should  find  an  Officer  sentenced  by  a 
General  Court-Martial  to  be  cashier'd  for  Cowardice.  A  Crime 
of  all  others,  the  most  infamous  in  a  Soldier,  the  most  injurious 
to  an  Army,  and  the  last  to  be  forgiven ;  inasmuch  as  it  may,  and 
often  does  happen,  that  the  Cowardice  of  a  single  Officer  may 

42  Col.  Richard  Gridley's  artillery  regiment.  Gridley,  later,  became  Chief  of  Artillery 
and  a  colonel  of  Engineers  in  the  Continental  Army. 

43Capt.  Noahdiah  Leonard,  of  Col.  Benjamin  Ruggles  Woodbridge's  Massachusetts 
Militia  regiment. 
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prove  the  Distinction  of  the  whole  Army:  The  General  there- 
fore (tho'with  great  Concern,  and  more  especially,  as  the  Trans- 
action happened  before  he  had  the  Command  of  the  Troops) 
thinks  himself  obliged  for  the  good  of  the  service,  to  approve 
the  Judgment  of  the  Court-Martial  with  respect  to  Capt.  John 
Callender,  who  is  hereby  sentenced  to  be  cashiered.  Capt. 
John  Callender  is  accordingly  cashiered  and  dismiss'd  from  all 
farther  service  in  the  Continental  Army  as  an  Officer.44 

The  General  having  made  all  due  inquiries,  and  maturely 
consider'd  this  matter  is  to  led  to  the  above  determination  not 
only  from  the  particular  Guilt  of  Capt.  Callender,  but  the  fatal 
Consequences  of  such  Conduct  to  the  army  and  to  the  cause  of 
america. 

He  now  therefore  most  earnestly  exhorts  Officers  of  all 
Ranks  to  shew  an  example  of  Bravery  and  Courage  to  their 
men;  assuring  them  that  such  as  do  their  duty  in  the  day  of 
Battle,  as  brave  and  good  Officers,  shall  be  honor'd  with  every 
mark  of  distinction  and  regard;  their  names  and  merits  made 
known  to  the  General  Congress  and  all  America:  while  on  the 
other  hand,  he  positively  declares  that  every  Officer,  be  his  rank 
what  it  may,  who  shall  betray  his  Country,  dishonour  the 
Army  and  his  General,  by  basely  keeping  back  and  shrinking 
from  his  duty  in  any  engagment;  shall  be  held  up  as  an  infa- 
mous Coward  and  punish'd  as  such,  with  the  utmost  martial 
severity;  and  no  Connections,  Interest  or  Intercessions  in  his 
behalf  will  avail  to  prevent  the  strict  execution  of  justice. 

"Capt.  John  Callender,  of  Col.  Richard  Gridley's  Massachusetts  artillery.  His  cow- 
ardice, according  to  Frothingham,  consisted  in  withdrawing  his  guns  because  the 
cartridges  furnished  him  were  too  large.  (SeeSiege  of  Boston  (Boston:  1849)  p.  138.) 
After  being  cashiered,  Callender  reentered  the  service  as  a  volunteer  cadet  in  Pierce's 
New  York  artillery.  He  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  27, 
1776,  and  after  his  exchange  the  court-martial  sentence  was  revoked  by  Washington 
for  Callender's  bravery  at  Long  Island.  He  became  captain-lieutenant  of  the  Third 
Connecticut  Artillery,  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  was  continued  until  June  20, 1784. 
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Capt.  Scotts45  and  Capt.  Styler's46  Company's  from  New 
Hampshire,  are  to  be  incorporated,  or  added  to  Col.  Sergants 
Regiment,47  agreeable  to  the  application  made  for  that  pur- 
pose. No  Officer  or  Soldier  posted  in  the  Lines  for  the  defence 
of  them,  on  Prospect  Hill,  on  Winter  Hill,  or  elsewhere,  are 
upon  any  account  to  sleep  out  of  their  encampment  or  leave  it 
at  night.  The  Troops  from  New  Hampshire  are  particularly 
requir'd  to  attend  to  this  Order,  from  their  particular  Circum- 
stances of  situation. 

No  Soldier,  belonging  to  these  Post's  or  elsewhere,  to  be 
suffered  to  straggle  at  a  distance  from  their  respective  parade, 
on  any  pretence,  without  leave  from  his  Officers:  As  an  un- 
guarded Hour,  may  prove  fatal  to  the  whole  army,  and  to  the 
noble  Cause  in  which  we  are  engaged.  The  Importance  of 
which,  to  every  man  of  common  understanding  must  inspire 
every  good  Officer  and  Soldier,  with  the  noblest  Ardour  and 
strictest  attention,  least  he  should  prove  the  fatal  Instrument 
of  our  ruin. 

The  Adjutant  General48  is  required,  to  make  a  return  as 
quick  as  possible  of  the  Troops  in  Cambridge,  their  number 
and  the  duty  they  do. 

Complaints  having  been  made  with  respect  to  the  Bread,  as 
being  sour  and  unwholesome;  the  Quarter  Master  General49  is 
hereby  directed  to  enquire  into  the  matter  and  report  upon  it: 
At  the  same  time  to  inform  the  Bakers  that  if  any  Complaints 


45  Capt.  William  Scott,  later,  of  the  Sixteenth  Continental  Infantry  and  First  New 
Hampshire  Regiment.  He  was  promoted  to  major  Sept.  20,  1777,  and  retired  Jan.  1, 
1 78 1.  He  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  Stillwater,  N.  Y.,  Sept  19,  1777. 

48 Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles(?). 

47  Col.  Paul  Dudley  Sergeant's  Massachusetts  regiment. 

^Horatio  Gates  had  been  appointed  by  Congress  (June  17)  Adjutant  General  of 
the  Continental  Army,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier  general. 

49  John  Pierce  Palmer  was  appointed  by  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  (April  30)  Quar- 
termaster General.  Maj. Thomas  Mifflin  became  Quartermaster  General  on  August  14. 
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are  made,  and  they  shall  be  found  just,  they  will  be  most  se- 
verely punished. 

The  Guards  on  the  Roads  leading  to  Bunker's  Hill,  are  or- 
dered not  to  suffer  any  person  to  pass  them,  unless  an  Officer 
is  sent  down  from  the  Lines  to  order  it,  or  they  will  be  severely 
punished. 

The  General  has  great  Reason;  and  is  highly  displeased,  with 
the  Negligence  and  Inattention  of  those  Officers,  who  have 
placed  as  Centries  at  the  out-posts,  Men  with  whose  Character 
they  are  not  acquainted.  He  therefore  orders,  that  for  the  fu- 
ture, no  Man  shall  be  appointed  to  those  important  Stations, 
who  is  not  a  Native  of  this  Country,  or  has  a  Wife,  or  Family 
in  it,  to  whom  he  is  known  to  be  attached.  This  Order  is  to  be 
consider'd  as  a  standing  one  and  the  Officers  are  to  pay  obedi- 
ence to  it  at  their  peril. 

A  Complaint  of  the  most  extraordinary  kind,  having  been 
made  to  the  General,  that  Soldiers  inlisted  in  one  Regiment, 
have  been  seduced  to  reinlist  into  others,  by  Agents  employed 
for  that  purpose  under  the  specious  promises  of  money,  or 
leave  of  absence  from  the  Army,  a  procedure  so  subversive 
of  all  order,  discipline,  and  of  the  very  Existance  of  the  army, 
cannot  be  forgiven,  the  strictest  Orders  are  therefore  given 
against  such  practices,  and  the  General  most  earnestly  declares, 
that  if  any  Agent  or  Soldier,  shall  hereafter  be  found  so  offend- 
ing, he  will  punish  them  with  the  utmost  severity. 

A  General  Court  Martial  having  sat  upon  William  Pattinand 
reported,  that  no  Evidence  appeared  against  him,  to  support 
the  Charge;  the  General  defers  his  decision  upon  the  Report, 
untill  farther  consideration.  In  the  meantime,  the  Adjutant 
General  is  ordered  to  wait  on  Col.  Ward,50  by  whom  the  Pris- 
oner was  confin'd  and  learn  from  him  upon  whose  complaint 
and  what  Witnesses,  there  are  to  support  it. 

60  Jonathan  Ward.  He  was  lieutenant  colonel  and,  later,  colonel  of  Artemas  Ward's 
Massachusetts  regiment. 
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A  regimental  Court  Martial  is  ordered  to  sit  to  morrow  10 
oClock,  on  Samuel  Bartlett  of  the  Company  late  Capt.  Cal- 
enders, and  Col.  Gridley's  Regiment,  confin'd  for  "abusive 
behaviour". 

A  General  Court  Martial  to  sit  to  morrow,  10  oClock  A.  M. 
for  the  Trial  of  Thomas  Danieby,  charged  with  "stealing", 
each  of  the  above  Prisoners  to  have  Notice  to  day,  and  the  Wit- 
nesses in  like  manner  order'd  to  attend. 

In  order  that  all  the  sick  and  wounded  in  the  Army  may  be 
provided  for,  and  taken  Care  of  in  the  best  way  and  manner 
possible:  It  is  order'd  that  when  any  Officer  or  Soldier  is  so  ill, 
either  by  a  Wound,  or  otherwise,  that  the  Surgeon  of  the  Regt. 
to  which  he  belongs  finds  he  cannot  be  properly  taken  care  of 
in  such  Regt.  such  Surgeon  shall  send  him  to  the  Camp  Hospi- 
tal to  which  they  belong,  with  a  Certificate  of  the  Man's  Name, 
the  Company  to  which  he  belongs,  and  in  that  case  the  Surgeon 
of  the  Hospital  shall  receive  said  sick  and  wounded  and  in  case 
such  Hospital  shall  be  too  full,  in  that  case  the  Surgeon  of  said 
Hospital  shall  send  such  of  his  patients,  as  may  be  removed 
with  safety,  to  the  Hospital  at  Water-town,  with  the  like  Cer- 
tificate as  above,  on  which  the  Surgeon  of  Water-town  Hospital 
is  to  receive,  and  take  care  of  him. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  8, 1775. 

Parole  Essex.    Countersign  Falkland. 

Ordered  that  the  main  guard  on  no  Account  whatever,  be 
without  a  Drum,  which  is  to  beat  to  Arms  on  any  Alarm  and 
be  followed  by  all  the  drums  in  the  Camp;  On  which  every 
Officer  and  Soldier  is  immediately  to  repair  to  the  Alarm  post. 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  each  Regiment  or  Corps  in 
Cambridge  as  soon  as  the  Men  are  paraded  after  an  Alarm,  to 
send  an  Officer  to  Head  Quarters  for  orders. 


318  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [July 

The  commanding  Officers  at  Roxbury,51  Prospect  hill,62 
Winter-hill53  and  Sewall's  point54  to  send  Expresses  in  case  of 
Alarm  to  Head  Quarters  with  an  account  of  the  Situation  and 
the  movements  of  the  enemy.  If  they  are  not  each  provided 
with  a  Horse  for  that  purpose,  the  Adjutant  General  to  apply  to 
the  Committee  of  supplies.65 

Col.  Gridley  of  the  Artillery,  or  the  next  Command,  to  give 
in  a  Return  of  his  men,  stores,  and  Ammunition,  agreeable 
to  the  Order  of  the  4th.  Instant,  and  to  distinguish  the  Posts  to 
which  his  Regiment  is  assigned  in  Case  of  alarm.  The  same 
order  as  to  a  Return  of  the  Men,  Ammunition  and  Blankets  is 
given  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Regiments  late  Col. 
Gardner's56  Col.  Glover's,57  and  Col.  Gerrishes,58  who  have 
omitted  complying  with  the  above  Orders  hitherto. 

The  Commanding  Officers  at  Winter-hill,  Prospect-hill  and 
Roxbury  are  to  make  particular  inquiry  into  the  Ammunition 
of  the  Men  in  those  Lines,  and  if  there  is  any  Deficiency  imme- 
diately to  report  it  to  the  General  at  Head  quarters. 

A  General  Court  Martial  is  order'd  to  set  on  monday  next  10, 
oClock  A.  M.  for  the  Trial  of  Lieut.  Brigham69  charged  with 
"rescuing  a  Prisoner  when  in  lawful  custody." 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  9, 1775. 
Parole  Effingham.    Countersign  Watertown. 
The  Continental  Congress  having  been  pleased  to  appoint 
Horatio  Gates  Esq.  Brigadier  General,  and  Adjutant  General 

B1Maj.  Gen.  Artemas  Ward. 
52  Brig.  Gen.  Nathanael  Greene. 
63  Brig.  Gen.  John  Sullivan. 

54  Col.  William  Prescott. 

55  Of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

56  Col.  Thomas  Gardner,  of  Massachusetts. 
""Col.  John  Glover. 

08  Col.  Samuel  Gerrish. 

89  Lieut.  Timothy  Brigham,  of  Ward's  Massachusetts  regiment.  He  was  captain  of 
Massachusetts  Militia,  1776—77. 
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of  the  Army;  he  is  to  be  obeyed  as  such;  and  all  Orders  trans- 
mitted through  him  from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  whether 
written  or  verbal,  are  to  be  punctually  and  immediately  obey'd. 

All  Soldiers,  more  than  two  a  Company,  who  are  at  present 
absent  on  Furlough,  and  all  Officers,  now  Commissioned  Offi- 
cers, and  Soldiers,  who  have  not  join'd  their  respective  Corps, 
to  be  ordered  forthwith  to  Camp.  The  Comanding  Officers  of 
Corps  to  be  answerable  to  the  General,  for  an  immediate  obedi- 
ence to  this  order. 

The  General  (or  in  his  absence)  The  Commanding  Officer 
at  Roxbury,to  send  a  Report  every  day  in  writing,  Sealed  up,  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief  at  Head  Quarters,  in  Cambridge, 
of  all  the  national  Occurrences  of  the  preceeding  day;  men- 
tioning particularly,  all  Arrivals  of  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the 
bay;  and  what  changes  and  alterations  are  made,  in  the  Stations 
of  the  Men  of  war,  Transport's,  and  floating  batteries,  &c. 

To  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  10, 1775. 
Sir:  After  much  difficulty  and  delay,  I  have  procured  such 
Returns  of  the  State  of  the  Army  as  will  enable  us  to  form  a 
Judgment  of  its  Strength.  It  is  with  great  Concern  I  find  it  far 
inadequate  to  our  General  expectations  and  the  Duties  that 
may  be  required  of  it;  the  Number  of  Men  fit  for  Duty  in  the 
Forts  Raised  in  this  Province,  including  all  the  out  Posts  & 
Artillery  does  not  amount  to  9,000;  The  Troops  raised  in  the 
other  Colonies  are  more  Complete;  but  yet  fall  Short  of  their 
Establishment;  so  that,  upon  the  whole,  I  cannot  Estimate  the 
Present  Army  at  more  than  14,500  Men  Capable  of  Duty;  I 
have  the  Satisfaction  to  find  the  Troops,  both  in  Camp  &  Quar- 
ters, very  healthy;  so  that  the  Deficiency  must  arise  from  the 
Regiments  never  having  been  filled  up  to  the  Establishment 
&  the  Number  of  Men  on  Furlough ;  But  the  former  is  by  much 
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the  most  Considerable;  Under  all  these  Circumstances,  I,  yes- 
terday, called  a  Council  of  War,  and,  Inclosed,  I  send  you  an 
Extract  of  our  Determination,  so  far  as  they  Respect  the  Prov- 
ince of  Massachusetts  Bay.60  Your  own  Prudence  will  suggest 
the  Necessity  of  Secrecy  on  this  Subject,  as  we  have  the  utmost 
Reason  to  believe  the  Enemy  suppose  our  Numbers  much  greater 
than  they  are ;  an  Error  which  it  is  not  our  Interest  to  remove. 

The  great  extent  of  our  Lines  and  the  uncertainty  which 
may  be  the  Point  of  Attack,  added  to  the  Necessity  of  imme- 
diate Support,  have  induced  me  to  order  that  Horses  ready 
Saddled  should  be  kept  at  Several  Posts,  in  order  to  bring  the 
most  early  Intelligence  of  any  Movement  of  the  Enemy;  For 
this  Purpose,  I  should  be  glad  that  10  Horses  might  be  provided 
as  soon  as  possible.  As  I  am  informed  the  Congress  purposes 
to  rise  immediately,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  Commit- 
tees are  left,  or  upon  whom  the  executive  Business  devolves.61 
I  have  the  honor,  etc. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  July  10, 1775. 
Sir:  I  arrived  safely  at  this  place  on  the  3d62  instant; — after  a 
Journey  attended  with  a  good  deal  of  Fatigue  and  retarded 
by  necessary  attentions  to  the  successive  Civilties  which 

80The  council  of  war  concluded  that  the  enemy  numbered  11,500  men;  that  the 
present  posts  occupied  should  be  defended;  that  the  American  Army  should  be  raised 
to  22,000  men;  that  the  Massachusetts  regiments  should  be  recruited,  and  the  provin- 
cial congress  should  furnish  a  temporary  reinforcement;  and  that  the  "Welch  Moun- 
tains near  Cambridge  and  in  the  rear  of  the  Roxbury  lines "  was  a  suitable  place  for 
a  rendezvous  in  case  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Army  or  the  positions  should  become 
untenable. — Ford. 

"When  the  congress  rose  the  committee  of  safety  was  left  in  charge.  This  com- 
mittee and  the  committee  of  supplies  were  ordered  by  the  congress  to  confer  with  the 
General,  who  was  asked  to  designate  the  number  of  militia  needed.  Washington  de- 
cided to  delay  calling  out  the  militia  as  long  as  it  was  consistent  with  safety,  in  order 
not  to  interfere  with  the  harvest  season. 

"Despite  this  statement,  all  other  documentary  evidence  shows  that  Washington 
reached  Cambridge,  Mass.,  July  2  and  took  command  of  the  Army  on  July  3. 
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accompanied  me  in  my  whole  route.  Upon  my  arrival  I  imme- 
diately visited  the  several  Posts  occupied  by  our  Troops,  and 
as  soon  as  the  Weather  permitted,  reconnoitred  those  of  the 
Enemy.  I  found  the  latter  strongly  entrenching  on  Bunkers 
Hill  about  a  mile  from  Charlestown,  and  advanced  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  place  of  the  last  Action,  with  their  Centries 
advanced  about  150  Yards  on  this  side  the  narrowest  part  of  the 
neck  leading  from  this  place  to  Charles  Town.  Their  floating 
Batteries  lay  in  Mystick  River,  near  their  Camp,  and  a  twenty 
Gun  Ship  below  the  Ferry  place  between  Boston  and  Charles 
Town.  They  have  also  a  Battery  on  Copse  Hill,  on  the  Boston 
side,  which  much  annoyed  our  Troops  in  the  late  Attack.  Upon 
Roxbury  Neck  they  are  also  deeply  entrenched  and  strongly 
fortified.  Their  advanced  Guard  'till  last  Saturday,  occupied 
Brown's  Houses,  about  a  Mile  from  Roxbury  Meeting  House 
and  twenty  rods  from  their  Lines :  But  at  that  time  a  party  from 
General  Thomas's  Camp  surprized  the  Guard,  drove  them  in 
and  burnt  the  Houses.63 

The  Bulk  of  their  Army  commanded  by  General  Howe,  lays 
on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  the  remainder  on  Roxbury  neck,  except 
the  light  Horse,  and  a  few  Men  in  the  Town  of  Boston.  On  our 
side  we  have  thrown  up  Intrenchments  on  Winter  and  Prospect 
Hills,64  the  Enemy's  Camp  in  full  view,  at  the  distance  of  little 
more  than  a  mile.  Such  intermediate  points,  as  would  admit 
a  Landing,  I  have  since  my  arrival  taken  care  to  strengthen 

"'The  house  and  barn  of  Mr.  Brown  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  highway  [Wash- 
ington Street]  near  the  present  location  of  Franklin  Square.  On  July  8  a  party  of  vol- 
unteers from  the  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  forces,  under  the  command  of 
Majors  Tupper  and  Crane,  attacked  the  post  and  drove  in  the  guard  and  set  fire  to  the 
buildings,  but  two  attempts  appear  to  have  been  necessary  to  accomplish  this.  (See 
Joseph  Trumbull's  letter  to  Eliphalet  Dyer,  July  n,  1775.)  "This  was  the  only  armed 
conflict  between  the  opposing  armies  which  took  place  within  the  original  limits  of 
Boston."    (See  Centennial  Anniversary  Evacuation  of  Boston,  p.  12.) 

"The  original  line  of  American  fortification  crossed  what  is  now  Washington 
Street,  on  the  line  of  division  between  Boston  and  Roxbury,  near  the  present  Clifton 
Place. — Ford. 
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down  to  Sewall's  Farms  where  a  strong  Intrenchment  has  been 
thrown  up.  At  Roxbury  General  Thomas  has  thrown  up  a 
Strong  Work  on  the  Hill,  about  two  hundred  Yards  above  the 
Meeting  House,  which  with  the  Brokenness  of  the  Ground  and 
Rocks,  have  made  the  Pass  very  secure.  The  Troops  raised  in 
New  Hampshire  with  a  Regiment  from  Rhode  Island  occupy 
Winter  Hill.  A  Part  of  those  from  Connecticut  under  General 
Putnam  are  on  Prospect  Hill.  The  Troops  in  this  Town  are 
entirely  of  the  Massachusetts:  The  remainder  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Men,  at  Sewalls  Farm.  Two  Regiments  of  Connecticut 
and  nine  of  the  Massachusetts  are  at  Roxbury.  The  residue  of 
the  Army,  to  the  Number  of  about  seven  hundred,  are  posted  in 
several  small  Towns  along  the  Coasts,  to  prevent  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  Enemy :  Upon  the  whole  I  think  myself  authorized 
to  say,  that  considering  the  great  extent  of  Line  and  the  nature 
of  the  Ground,  we  are  as  well  secured,  as  could  be  expected  in  so 
short  a  time  and  under  the  disadvantages  we  labour.  These 
consist  in  a  Want  of  Engineers  to  construct  proper  Works  and 
direct  the  Men;  a  Want  of  Tools  and  a  sufficient  Number  of 
Men  to  man  the  Works  in  case  of  an  Attack.  You  will  observe 
by  the  Proceedings  of  the  Council  of  War,  which  I  have  the 
Honor  to  enclose,  that  it  is  our  unanimous  Opinion  to  hold  and 
defend  these  Works,  as  long  as  possible.  The  Discouragement 
it  would  give  the  Men  and  its  contrary  Effect  on  the  Ministerial 
Troops  thus  to  abandon  our  Incampment  in  their  Face,  formed 
with  so  much  Labour  and  expence;  added  to  the  certain  De- 
struction of  a  considerable  and  valuable  extent  of  Country,  and 
the  uncertainty  of  finding  a  place  in  all  respects  so  capable  of 
making  a  stand  are  leading  reasons  for  this  Determination.  At 
the  same  time  we  are  very  sensible  of  the  Difficulties  which 
attend  the  Defence  of  Lines  of  so  great  extent,  and  the  Dangers 
which  may  ensue  from  such  a  Division  of  the  Army. 
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My  earnest  Wishes  to  comply  with  the  Instructions  of  the 
Congress  in  making  an  early  and  complete  return  of  the  State 
of  the  Army,  has  led  into  an  involuntary  delay  of  addressing 
you,  which  has  given  me  much  concern.  Having  given  Orders 
for  that  purpose  immediately  upon  my  arrival,  and  not  then 
so  well  apprized  of  the  imperfect  Obedience  which  had  been 
paid  to  those  of  like  nature  from  General  Ward,  I  was  led  from 
day  to  day  to  expect  they  would  come  and  therefore  detained 
the  messenger.  They  are  not  so  complete  as  I  could  wish,  but 
much  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  inexperience  in  Forms  and 
Liberties  which  had  been  taken  (not  given)  on  this  subject. 
These  reasons  I  flatter  myself  will  no  longer  exist  and  of  conse- 
quence more  regularity  and  exactness  in  future  prevail.  This, 
with  a  necessary  attention  to  the  Lines,  the  movements  of  the 
Ministerial  Troops  and  our  immediate  security,  must  be  my 
apoligy,  which  I  beg  you  to  lay  before  the  Congress,  with  the 
utmost  duty  and  respect. 

We  labour  under  great  Disadvantages  for  want  of  Tents,  for 
tho'  they  have  been  help'd  by  a  collection  of  Sails  from  the 
Seaport  Towns,  the  Number  is  yet  far  short  of  our  Necessities. 
The  Colleges  and  Houses  of  this  Town  are  necessarily  occupied 
by  the  Troops,  which  affords  another  reason  for  keeping  our 
present  Station:  But  I  most  sincerely  wish  the  whole  Army  was 
properly  provided  to  take  the  Field,  as  I  am  well  assured,  that 
besides  greater  Expedition  and  activity  in  case  of  alarm,  it  would 
highly  conduce  to  health  and  discipline.  As  meterials  are  not 
to  be  had  here,  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  procuring 
a  farther  supply  from  Philadelphia,  as  soon  as  possible.65 

I  should  be  extremely  dificient  in  Gratitude  as  well  as  Justice, 
if  I  did  not  take  the  first  Opportunity  to  acknowledge  the 

65  On  July  19,  the  day  this  letter  was  read  in  Congress,  Mr.  James  Wilson  was  ordered 
to  secure  a  report  on  the  quantity  of  duck,  tow  cloth,  sheeting,  etc.,  procurable  in 
Philadelphia. 
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Readiness  and  attention  which  the  Congress  and  different 
committees  have  shewn, to  make  everything  as  convenient  and 
agreeable  as  possible.  But  there  is  a  vital  and  enherent  Principle 
of  delay  incompatible  with  Military  service  in  transacting  Bus- 
iness, through  such  various  and  different  channels.  I  esteem 
it  my  Duty  therefore  to  represent  the  Inconvenience  that  must 
unavoidably  ensue  from  a  dependence  on  a  number  of  Persons 
for  supplies,  and  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Congress, 
whether  the  public  service  will  not  be  best  promoted  by  ap- 
pointing a  Commissary  General  for  these  purposes: 

We  have  a  very  remarkable  instance  of  the  preference  of  such 
a  mode  in  the  Establishment  of  Connecticut,  as  their  Troops 
are  extremely  well  provided  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Trum- 
bull, and  he  has  at  different  Times  assisted  others  with  various 
Articles;  should  my  sentiments  happily  coincide  with  those  of 
the  Congress,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  Colonel  Trumbull  as  a 
very  proper  person  for  this  department.66  In  the  Arrangement 
of  Troops  collected  under  such  circumstances,  and  upon  the 
Spur  of  immediate  necessity,  several  appointments  have  been 
ommitted,  which  appear  to  me  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
good  Government  of  the  Army,  particularly  a  Quarter  Master 
General,  A  Commissary  of  Musters  and  a  Commissary  of  Ar- 
tillery. These  I  must  particularly  recommend  to  the  Notice  & 
Provision  of  the  Honorable  Congress.67  I  find  myself  already 
much  embarrassed  for  want  of  a  Military  Chest;  these  em- 
barrass ments  will  encrease  every  day,  I  must  therefore  most 
earnestly  request  that  money  may  be  forwarded  to  me  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  want  of  this  most  necessary  Article,  will  I  fear,  pro- 
duce great  Inconveniences  if  not  pre  vented  by  an  early  attention. 

88  Col.  Joseph  Trumbull  was  accordingly  appointed  Commissary  General  of  the 
Continental  Army  on  July  19,  the  day  this  letter  was  read  in  Congress. 

67  Congress  left  these  appointments  to  Washington  to  make.  They  will  be  found 
announced  in  the  General  Orders,  post. 
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I  find  the  Army  in  general  and  particularly  the  Troops  raised 
in  Massachusetts  Bay  very  diffident  in  necessary  Clothing: 
Upon  Inquiry  it  appears  there  is  no  Probability  of  Obtaining 
any  supplies  in  this  Quarter;  upon  the  best  consideration  of  this 
matter,  I  am  able  to  form,  I  am  of  Opinion  that  a  number  of 
hunting  Shirts,  not  less  than  10,000,  would  in  a  great  Degree 
remove  the  difficulty  in  the  cheapest  and  quickest  manner.  I 
know  nothing  so  trivial  in  a  speculative  View,  that  in  Practice 
would  have  a  happy  Tendency  to  unite  the  men  and  abolish 
those  Provincial  distinctions  which  lead  to  Jealousy  and  Dis- 
satisfaction. In  a  former  part  of  my  Letter  I  mentioned  the 
want  of  Engineers.  I  can  hardly  express  the  Disappointment  I 
have  experienced  on  this  Subject;  the  Skill  of  those  we  have 
being  very  imperfect  and  confined  to  the  mere  manual  exercise 
of  cannon,  whereas  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  requires 
a  Knowledge  comprehending  the  Duties  of  the  Field  and  For- 
tifications. If  any  Persons  possessed  of  these  Qualifications  are 
to  be  found  in  the  Southern  Colonies,  it  would  be  of  great 
Public  Service  to  forward  them  with  all  expedition.  Upon  the 
Article  of  Ammunition,  I  must  re-echo  the  former  complaints 
on  this  Subject;  we  are  so  exceedingly  destitute  that  our  Artil- 
lery will  be  of  little  use  without  a  supply  both  large  and  season- 
able; what  we  have,  must  be  reserved  for  the  small  Arms  and 
that  managed  with  the  utmost  Frugality.  I  am  very  sorry  to 
observe  that  the  appointments  of  General  Officers  in  the 
Provinces  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  have  not  corre- 
sponded with  the  wishes  and  Judgment  of  either  the  Civil  or 
Military.  The  great  Dissatisfaction  expressed  on  this  Subject 
and  the  apparent  Danger  of  throwing  the  whole  Army  into  the 
utmost  Disorder,  together  with  the  strong  Representations 
made  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  have  induced  me  to  retain 
the  Commissions  in  my  hands  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
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Continental  Congress  should  be  farther  known,  except  General 
Putnam's  which  was  given  the  Day  I  came  to  the  Camp  and 
before  I  was  apprized  of  these  disgusts.  In  such  a  Step,  I  must 
beg  the  Congress  will  do  me  the  Justice  to  believe  that  I  have 
been  actuated  solely  by  a  regard  to  the  Public  Good. 

I  have  not,  nor  could  have  any  private  Attachments,  every 
Gentleman  in  Appointment  was  a  Stranger  to  me  but  from 
Character:  I  must  therefore  rely  upon  the  candour  and  Indul- 
gence of  Congress;  for  their  most  favourable  construction  of 
my  Conduct  in  this  particular.  General  Spencer's  disgust  was 
so  great  at  General  Putnam's  promotion,  that  he  left  the  Army 
without  visiting  me  or  making  known  his  Intention  in  any 
respect.68 

General  Pomeroy  had  also  retired  before  my  Arrival,  occa- 
sioned as  is  said  by  some  Disappointment  from  the  Provincial 
Congress.  General  Thomas  is  much  esteemed  and  most  earn- 
estly desired  to  continue  in  the  service,  and  as  far  as  my  Oppor- 
tunities have  enabled  me  to  judge,  I  must  join  in  the  general 
Opinion,  that  he  is  an  able  good  officer  and  his  Resignation 
would  be  a  public  Loss.  The  postponing  him  to  Pomroy  and 
Heath,  whom  he  has  commanded,  would  make  his  contin- 
uance very  difficult  and  probably  operate  on  his  mind,  as  the 
like  circumstance  did  on  that  of  Spencer. 

The  State  of  the  Army  you  will  find  ascertained,  with  toler- 
able Precision,  in  the  Returns  which  accompany  this  Letter. 
Upon  finding  the  Number  of  Men  to  fall  so  far  short  of  the 
Establishment  and  below  all  Expectation,  I  immediately  called 
a  Council  of  the  General  Officers,  whose  opinion  as  to  the  mode 

68 Ford  notes  the  letter  from  Samuel  B.  Webb  to  Silas  Deane,  printed  in  the  Con- 
necticut Historical  Society  Collections,  vol.  2,  pp.  285,  288,  290,  as  throwing  some 
light  on  Spencer's  conduct.  At  the  bottom  of  the  whole  difficulty  lay  the  matter  of 
Maj.  Gen.  Artemas  Ward's  supreme  command  of  all  the  troops  besieging  Boston 
before  Washington's  election  and  arrival. 
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of  filling  up  the  regiments  and  providing  for  the  present  Exi- 
gency, together  with  the  best  Judgment  we  are  able  to  form  of 
the  Ministerial  Troops,  I  have  the  Honor  of  inclosing.  From 
the  Number  of  Boys,  Deserters  and  negroes  which  have  inlisted 
in  this  Province,  I  entertain  some  doubts  whether  the  Number 
required,  can  be  raised  here;  and  all  the  General  Officers  agree, 
that  no  Dependance  can  be  put  on  the  Militia  for  a  continuance 
in  Camp,  or  Regularity  and  Discipline  during  the  short  time 
they  may  stay.  This  unhappy  and  devoted  Province  has  been 
so  long  in  a  State  of  Anarchy,  and  the  Yoke  of  Ministerial  Op- 
pression so  heavily  laid,  that  great  allowances  are  to  be  made 
for  their  Troops  collected  under  such  circumstances;  The 
Defficiencies  in  their  numbers,  their  Discipline  and  Stores  can 
only  lead  to  this  conclusion,  that  their  Spirit  has  exceeded  their 
Strength.  But  at  the  same  time  I  would  humbly  submit  to 
the  Congress,  the  Propriety  of  making  some  further  Provision 
of  men  from  the  other  Colonies.  If  these  Regiments  should  be 
completed  to  their  Establishment,  the  dismission  of  those  who 
are  unfit  for  Duty,  on  account  of  their  Age  and  Character, 
would  occasion  a  considerable  Reduction,  and  at  all  events, 
they  have  been  inlisted  upon  such  Terms,  that  they  may  be 
dismissed  when  other  Troops  arrive:  But  should  my  appre- 
hens'ons  be  realized,  and  the  Regiments  here  not  be  filled  up, 
the  public  Cause  would  suffer  by  an  absolute  Dependance  upon 
so  doubtful  an  Event,  unless  some  Provision  is  made  against 
such  a  Disappointment.  It  requires  no  Military  Skill  to  judge 
of  the  Difficulty  of  introducing  Discipline  and  Subordination 
into  an  Army  while  we  have  the  Enemy  in  View  and  are  in 
daily  expectation  of  an  attack,  but  it  is  of  so  much  Importance, 
that  every  Effort  will  be  made  to  this  End,  which  Time  and 
circumstances  will  admit.  In  the  mean  Time  I  have  the  Pleas- 
ure of  observing,  that  there  are  Materials  for  a  good  Army,  a 
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great  Number  of  Men,  able  Bodied,  Active,  Zealous  in  the 
Cause  and  of  unquestionable  Courage. 

I  am  now  Sir,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Favor  of 
the  28th  June,  enclosing  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  27th 
and  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Albany,  to  all 
which  I  shall  pay  due  Attention.  General  Gates  and  General 
Sullivan  have  both  arrived  in  good  Health. 

My  best  Abilities  are  at  all  Times  devoted  to  the  Service  of  my 
Country,  but  I  feel  the  Weight,  variety  and  Importance  of 
my  present  Duties  too  sensibly,  not  to  wish  a  more  immediate 
and  frequent  communication  with  the  Congress.  I  fear  it  may 
often  happen,  in  the  Course  of  our  present  Operations,  that  I 
shall  need  the  Assistance  and  Direction  from  them  which  Time 
and  Distance  will  not  allow  me  to  receive.  Since  writing  the 
above,  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  Favor  of  the  4th  instant  by 
Fessenden,  and  the  receipt  of  the  Commission  and  Articles  of 
War.  Among  the  other  returns  I  have  also  sent  one  of  our 
killed,  wounded  and  missing  in  the  late  Action,  but  have  been 
able  to  procure  no  certain  Account  of  the  Loss  of  the  Minis- 
terial Troops,  my  best  Intelligence  fixes  it  at  500  killed  and  700 
wounded;  but  it  is  no  more  than  Conjecture  the  utmost  pains 
being  taken,  to  conceal  their  Loss.69 

Having  ordered  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Roxbury  to  give 
me  the  earliest  Intelligence  of  every  Motion  of  the  Enemy,  by 
Land  or  Water,  discoverable  from  the  Heights  of  his  Camp,  I 
this  instant,  as  I  was  closing  my  Letter  received  the  enclosed 
from  his  Brigade  Major.  The  Design  of  this  Motion  I  know 
not;  it  may  be  to  make  a  Diversion  somewhere  along  the  Coast; 

69  Sparks  notes,  from  Almon's  Remembrancer  (vol.  i,  pp.  99,  179),  that  at  Bunker 
Hill,  on  June  17,  according  to  a  return  published  by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  loss  was  145  killed  and  missing  and  304  wounded.  About  30  of  the 
first  number  were  wounded  and  taken  prisoners.  By  General  Gage's  official  return, 
the  killed  and  missing  of  the  British  were  226  and  the  wounded  828,  in  all  1,054. 
(See  Washington's  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  July  14,  1775,  post.) 


1775]  RETURNS  329 

it  may  be  for  New  York,  or  it  may  be  practised  as  a  Deception 
on  Us.  I  thought  it  not  improper  however  to  mention  the 
Matter  to  you :  I  have  done  the  same  to  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer at  New  York,  and  I  shall  let  it  be  known  by  the  Committee 
of  Safety  here,  that  the  Intelligence  may  be  communicated,  as 
they  see  best,  to  the  Sea  Coast  of  this  Government.  I  have  the 
Honor,  etc.70 

To  RICHARD  HENRY  LEE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  July  10, 1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  exceeding  glad  to  receive  a  letter  from  you, 
as  I  always  shall  be  whenever  it  is  convenient;  though  perhaps 
my  hurry,  till  such  time  as  matters  are  drawn  a  little  out  of  the 
chaos  they  appear  in  at  present,  will  not  suffer  me  to  write  you 
such  full  and  satisfactory  answers,  or  give  such  clear  and  pre- 
cise accounts  of  our  situation  and  views,  as  I  could  wish,  or  you 
might  expect.  After  a  journey,  a  good  deal  retarded,  prin- 
cipally by  the  desire  of  the  different  townships  through  which 
I  travelled  of  showing  respect  to  the  general  of  your  armies,  I 
arrived  here  on  this  day  week;  since  which  I  have  been  labor- 
ing with  as  much  assiduity  by  fair  and  threatening  means,  to 
obtain  returns  of  our  strength  in  this  camp  and  Roxbury  and 
their  dependencies,  as  a  man  could  do,  and  never  have  been 
able  to  accomplish  the  matter  till  this  day;  and  now,  I  will  not 
answer  for  the  correctness  of  them,  although  I  have  sent  several 
of  the  regimental  returns  back  more  than  once  to  have  mis- 
takes rectified. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  the  Congress  will  think  me  very  remiss  in 
not  writing  to  them  sooner;  but  you  may  rely  on  it  yourself,  and 
I  beg  you  to  assure  them,  that  it  has  never  been  in  my  power  till 
this  day  to  comply  with  their  orders.  Could  I  have  conceived, 

70 The  original  L.  S.,  in  the  writing  of  Joseph  Reed,  is  in  the  Papers  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress. 
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that  what  ought,  and,  in  a  regular  army,  would  have  been 
done  in  an  hour,  would  employ  eight  days,  I  should  have 
sent  an  express  on  the  second  morning  after  I  arrived,  with  a 
general  account  of  things;  but  expecting  in  the  morning  to 
receive  the  returns  in  the  evening,  and  in  the  evening  surely 
to  find  them  in  the  morning,  and  at  last  getting  them  full  of 
imperfections,  I  have  been  drilled  on  from  day  to  day,  till  I  am 
ashamed  to  look  back  at  the  time,  which  has  elapsed  since 
my  arrival  here.  You  will  perceive  by  the  returns,  that  we  have 
but  about  sixteen  thousand  effective  men  in  all  this  depart- 
ment, whereas,  by  the  accounts  which  I  received  from  even  the 
first  officers  in  command,  I  had  no  doubt  of  finding  between 
eighteen  and  twenty  thousand ;  out  of  these  there  are  only  four- 
teen thousand  fit  for  duty.  So  soon  as  I  was  able  to  get  this  state 
of  the  army,  and  came  to  the  knowledge  of  our  weakness,  I 
immediately  summoned  a  council  of  war,  the  result  of  which 
you  will  see,  as  it  is  enclosed  to  the  Congress.  Between  you 
and  me,  I  think  we  are  in  an  exceedingly  dangerous  situation, 
as  our  numbers  are  not  much  larger  than  we  suppose  those  of 
the  enemy  to  be,  from  the  best  accounts  we  are  able  to  get. 
They  are  situated  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  be  drawn  to  any  point 
of  attack,  without  our  having  an  hour's  previous  notice  of  it, 
if  the  General  will  keep  his  own  counsel;  whereas  we  are 
obliged  to  be  guarded  at  all  points,  and  know  not  where,  with 
precision  to  look  for  them. 

I  should  not,  I  think,  have  made  choice  of  the  present  posts, 
in  the  first  instance,  although  I  believe  the  communication  be- 
tween the  town  and  country  could  not  have  been  so  well  cut  off 
without  them;  and,  as  much  labor  has  been  bestowed  in  throw- 
ing up  lines,  and  making  redoubts;  as  Cambridge,  Roxbury, 
and  Watertown  must  be  immediately  exposed  to  the  mercy  of 
the  enemy,  were  we  to  retreat  a  little  further  into  the  country; 
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as  it  would  give  a  general  dissatisfaction  to  this  colony,  dispirit 
our  own  people,  and  encourage  the  enemy,  to  remove  at  this 
time  to  another  place;  we  have  for  these  reasons  resolved  in 
council  to  maintain  our  ground  if  we  can.  Our  lines  on  Winter 
and  Prospect  Hills,  and  those  of  the  enemy  on  Bunker's  Hill, 
are  in  full  view  of  each  other,  a  mile  distant,  our  advance  guards 
much  nearer,  and  the  sentries  almost  near  enough  to  converse; 
at  Roxbury  and  Boston  Neck  it  is  the  same.  Between  these,  we 
are  obliged  to  guard  several  of  the  places  at  which  the  enemy 
may  land.  They  have  strongly  fortified,  or  will  fortify  in  a  few 
days,  their  camps  and  Bunker's  Hill;  after  which,  and  when 
their  newly  landed  troops  have  got  a  little  refreshed,  we  shall 
look  for  a  visit,  if  they  mean,  as  we  are  told  they  do,  to  come 
out  of  their  lines.  Their  great  command  of  artillery,  and  ade- 
quate stores  of  powder,  give  them  advantages,  which  we  have 
only  to  lament  the  want  of. 

The  abuses  in  this  army,  I  fear,  are  considerable,  and  the  new 
modelling  of  it,  in  the  face  of  an  enemy,  from  whom  we  every 
hour  expect  an  attack,  is  exceedingly  difficult  and  dangerous. 
If  things  therefore  should  not  turn  out  as  the  Congress  would 
wish,  I  hope  they  will  make  proper  allowances.  I  can  only 
promise  and  assure  them,  that  my  whole  time  is  devoted  to 
their  service,  and  that  as  far  as  my  judgment  goes,  they  shall 
have  no  cause  to  complain.  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  this  letter 
is  written  in  much  haste;  the  fact  will  sufficiently  appear  from 
the  face  of  it.  I  thought  a  hasty  letter  would  please  you  better 
than  no  letter,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  offer  no  further  apology, 
but  assure  you,  that,  with  sincere  regard  for  my  fellow  laborers 
with  you,  and  Dr.  Shippen's  family,71 1  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
affectionate  servant.72 


nDr.  William  Shippen,  jr.,  of  Philadelphia.  He,  later,  became  director  general  of 
the  Continental  Hospital. 

"The  text  is  from  Sparks,  but  no  copy  of  this  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  PHILIP  SCHUYLER 

Cambridge,  July  10, 1775. 

Sir:  I  received  your  Favour  of  the  1st  Inst,  by  Express  from 
New  York;  but  as  I  am  exceedingly  hurried  in  making  out  my 
Dispatches  for  the  Honble.  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  it  is  not 
in  my  Power  to  answer  it  in  so  full  a  Manner  as  I  wish. 

Notwithstanding  Governor  Tryon's  plausible  Behaviour,  I 
recommend  it  to  you  to  watch  him  narrowly,  and  as  any  un- 
lucky Change  of  Affairs  on  our  Part,  may  produce  a  Change  in 
him,  of  his  present  unexceptionable  Conduct,  I  expect  you  will, 
on  the  first  Appearance  of  such  a  Change,  pursue  the  Advice 
given  in  my  last  Letter.  The  like  Advice  I  give  you  respecting 
General  Haldiman,  who  is  supposed  by  some  to  have  gone  to 
New  York,  with  a  Design  to  counteract  us  in  that  Province. 
The  Commissions  which  have  been  forwarded  to  me  are  not 
sufficient  to  answer  the  Demand  I  have  for  them,  there  being  at 
least  1000  Officers  in  this  Department  and  not  more  than  500 
Commissions  in  my  Possession.  As  you  are  so  much  nearer  to 
Philadelphia  than  I  am,  I  request  you  to  apply  to  Congress  for 
as  many  as  you  are  like  to  want.  The  dispersing  Hand  Bills 
amongst  the  Troops  in  New  York  has  my  most  hearty  Appro- 
bation, and  may  have  a  good  Effect  here.  Our  Enemies  have 
attempted  nothing  against  us  since  my  Arrival  here.  They  are 
strongly  posted  on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  are  still  busy  in  throwing 
up  additional  Works.  We  have  thrown  up  several  Lines  and  Re- 
doubts between  Mystick  River  and  Dorchester  Point,  to  prevent 
their  making  Way  into  the  Country,  and  in  a  few  Days  shall  be 
well  prepared  to  receive  them,  in  Case  a  Sortie  is  attempted. 

I  sincerely  thank  you  for  your  Attention  to  the  Directions  of 
the  Congress,  and  for  your  kind  Wishes,  and  am  with  much 
Regards,  Sir;  etc. 
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P.  S.  I  herewith  inclose  a  Report  this  Minute  received  from 
the  Camp  at  Dorchester.  The  Design  of  this  Manoeuvre  I  am 
at  a  Loss  to  know, but  suppose  it  maybe  intended  as  a  Diversion 
to  our  Forces  here.  It,  however,  behooves  you  to  keep  a  good 
Lookout,  to  prevent  any  Surprise  your  Way.73 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  10, 1775. 

Parole  Frederick.    Countersign  Gloucester. 

The  General  Court  Martial  of  which  Col.  William  Prescott 
was  president  having  tried  William  Pattin  of  Col.  Gridley's 
regiment,  and  found  him  guilty  of  "threatening  and  abusing 
a  number  of  persons,  when  prisoner  in  the  Quarter  Guard." 
The  Court  sentence  the  prisoner  to  ride  the  wooden  Horse, 
fifteen  minutes. 

The  General  approves  the  sentence,  and  orders  it  to  be  put  in 
execution  at  the  head  of  the  regiment. 

David  Wells  Soldier  in  Col.  Gridley's  Regimt.  tried  by  the 
above  mentioned  General  Court  Martial  for  "sleeping  upon 
his  post  when  sentry",  is  acquitted  by  the  court. 

No  non  Commissioned  Officer,  or  Soldier,  but  such  as  are 
guilty  of  capital  Offences;  to  the  confin'd  in  the  Main  Guard; 
All  those  guilty  of  crimes  triable  by  a  Regimental  Court  Mar- 
tial, to  be  sent  to  the  Quarter  Guards  of  their  respective  Corps, 
to  be  tried  by  regimental  Court  Martial.  The  General  Court 
Martial,  whereof  Col.  William  Prescott  is  president,  to  set  again 
this  day  at  the  usual  hour.  All  Evidences  and  Persons  con- 
cerned to  attend  the  court.  Whenever  a  General  Court  Martial 
is  ordered,  it  is  expected  that  the  Evidences  and  persons  by 

"The  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers  is  in  the  writing  of  Joseph 
Reed;  the  draft,  in  the  archives  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  is  also  by  Reed; 
but  the  postscript  is  in  the  writing  of  Washington. 
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whom  the  prisoner's  are  confin'd,  do  punctually  attend  to  sup- 
port the  accusation ;  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 
The  Colonels  of  the  Massachusetts  regiments,  to  order  one 
Subaltern  from  each  Company  in  their  respective  Corps,  forth- 
with upon  the  recruiting  service;  proper  Instructions  will  be 
given  by  the  Adjutant  General  to  the  Officers  ordered  upon 
that  service.  They  will  therefore  call  at  Head  Quarters  as  soon 
as  possible  to  receive  their  instructions.  The  General  recom- 
mends it  to  the  Colonels  to  send  active  and  vigilant  Officers 
upon  this  service,  and  those  who  are  most  in  esteem  with  people 
in  the  District  they  are  sent  to  recruit  in. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  n,  1775. 

Parole  Guilford.    Countersign  Hartford. 

The  Court  Martial  of  which  Col.  William  Prescott  was  presi- 
dent is  dissolved.  A  General  Court  Martial  to  be  assembled  at 
Cambridge,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  try  such  prisoners  as  shall  be 
brought  before  them.  All  Evidences,  and  persons  concerned 
to  attend  the  court. 

The  General  understanding,  there  is  a  bad  Custom  prevail- 
ing, of  the  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  absenting 
themselves  from  Guard,  under  pretense  of  going  for  Provi- 
sions; it  is  therefore  order'd  that  all  Officers  and  Soldiers,  bring 
their  provision  to  the  Guard  they  mount,  and  on  no  pretence 
quit  their  Guard,  untill  it  is  regularly  dismissed. 

Notwithstanding  the  orders  of  the  provincial  Congress,  some 
persons  are  so  daring  as  to  supply  the  Soldiers  with  immoderate 
Quantities  of  Rum,  and  other  spiritous  Liquors;  any  Sutler, 
Tavern-keeper,  or  licenced  Innholder,  who  shall  presume  after 
the  date  of  this  order,  to  sell  to  any  non-commissioned  Officer, 
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or  Soldier,  any  spiritous  liquor  whatsoever,  without  an  Order 
in  writing,  from  the  Captain  of  the  company  to  which  such 
non-Commissioned  Officer  and  Soldier  belongs;  he  or  they  so 
offending,  may  expect  to  be  severely  punished. 
Lieut.  Col.  Ward74  president  of  the  Court  Martial. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  12, 1775. 

Parole  Falmouth.  Countersign  Worcester. 

The  Adjutant  General  will  deliver  at  orderly  time,  a  certain 
number  of  printed  returns,  to  the  Adjutant  of  each  regiment; 
so  that  no  excuse  can  for  the  future  be  admitted,  for  not  mak- 
ing regular  and  exact  returns  when  demanded;  as  it  is  only 
fitting  up  the  Blanks,  with  the  Numbers  proper  to  be  placed  in 
them.  The  Commander  in  Chief  will  not  for  the  future,  admit 
of  any  palliative  for  making  a  false  return,  and  is  resolved,  to 
bring  any  Officer  of  what  Rank  soever,  to  a  Court  Martial  who 
is  found  delinquent. 

When  any  Trumpeter,  or  Flagg  of  Truce,  is  sent  from  Bos- 
ton, or  any  Post  occupied  by  the  Enemy;  they  are  to  be  stop'd 
by  the  first  Sentry  they  are  permitted  to  approach,  who  is  to 
call  for  the  Serjeant  of  the  Guard,  who  will  conduct  them 
to  the  Officer  of  his  guard,  and  such  Trumpeter,  or  Flagg  of 
Truce,  is  not  to  be  allowed  to  stir  one  step  beyond  that  Guard. 
The  Officer  commanding  the  Guard,  will  send  any  Letters  or 
Messages  brought  from  the  enemy,  immediately  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  and  no  other  person. 

A  General  Court  Martial  of  the  Line  to  sit  at  Head  Quarters, 
in  Cambridge,  to  morrow  morning  at  Nine  OClock,  to  try  Col. 

74  Jonathan  Ward. 
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Scammons75  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces  accused  of  "Back- 
wardness in  the  execution  of  his  duty  in  the  late  Action  upon 
Bunkers-hill".  The  Adjutant  of  Col.Scammon's76  regiment, to 
warn  all  Evidences,  and  persons  concern'd  to  attend  the  court. 
Col.  Nixon77  president  of  the  above  Court. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  13, 1775. 

Parole  Georgia.    Countersign  Huntingdon. 

As  the  Army  will  be  forthwith  f orm'd  into  Brigades :  The 
Adjutant  General  will  at  Orderly  Time  this  day,  deliver  to 
the  Adjutant  of  each  Regiment,  a  Number  of  printed  Returns, 
one  of  which,  must  be  immediately  fill'd  up,  and  sign'd  by  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  each  regiment,  and  sent  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, to  the  Adjutant  General;  bytheAdjutant  of  each  Regiment; 
on  the  Back  of  the  Return,  it  will  be  necessary  to  mention; 
where  and  in  what  manner,  the  regiment  is  at  present  posted. 

The  Commanding  Officer  at  Chelsea,78  is  as  soon  as  possible, 
after  the  receipt  of  this  order,  to  direct  all  the  Cattle,  upon 
pullein  point,79  Shirley  point,  and  the  intermediate  space  be- 
tween powder  horn-hill  and  the  Sea,  to  be  driven  off;  and  it  is 
recommended  to  the  Commissary  General,80  to  endeavour  to 
agree  with  the  Owners  of  the  said  Cattle,  and  to  purchase  them 
for  the  use  of  the  Army. 

T5  Col.  James  Scammon.  He  had  been  ordered  to  march  to  the  scene  of  the  righting 
at  Bunker  Hill,  but  went  to  Leechmeres  Point;  there  he  was  ordered  to  the  hill, 
which  he  claimed  he  understood  to  mean  Cobble  Hill.  From  thence  he  sent  a  mes- 
senger to  General  Putnam  to  inquire  whether  his  regiment  was  wanted.  These  delays 
prevented  the  regiment  from  reaching  the  action  in  time  to  be  of  any  use. 

78Adjt.  George  Marsdin. 

"Col.  John  Nixon,  of  Massachusetts. 

"Col.  Samuel  Gerrish's  regiment  was  stationed  at  Chelsea,  Mass.,  but  his  lieutenant 
colonel,  Loammi  Baldwin,  signed  and  sent  in  most  of  the  reports  to  headquarters. 

79 Pullings  Point. 

80  John  Pigeon.  After  Washington  took  command  Congress  appointed  Col.  Joseph 
Trumbull,  of  Connecticut,  Commissary  General  of  Stores  on  July  19. 
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To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  July  14, 1775. 

Since  I  did  myself  the  Honor  of  Addressing  you  the  10th 
instant,  nothing  material  has  happened  in  the  Camp. 

From  some  late  and  Authentick  Advices  of  the  State  of  the 
Ministerial  Troops  and  the  great  Inconvenience  of  calling  in 
the  Militia  at  this  Season,  I  have  been  induced  for  the  present  to 
waive  it;  but  in  the  mean  Time  recruiting  Parties  have  been 
sent  out  through  this  Province,  to  fill  the  Regiments  to  the 
Establishment  of  the  Provincial  Congress.  At  the  same  Time 
that  I  received  the  above  Advices  I  also  obtained  a  List  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Enemy  who  were  killed  and  wounded  at  the 
Battle  of  Charles  Town,  which  I  take  this  Oppertunity  to  in- 
close.81 The  great  Scarcecity  of  Fresh  Provision  in  their  Army, 
has  led  me  to  take  every  precaution  to  prevent  a  Supply:  For 
this  purpose  I  have  ordered  all  the  Cattle  and  Sheep  to  be  drove 
from  the  Low  Grounds  and  Farms  within  their  Reach.  A  De- 
tachment from  General  Thomas's  Camp  on  Wednesday  Night, 
went  over  to  Long  Island  and  brought  from  thence  20  Cattle 
and  a  Number  of  Sheep,  with  about  15  Labourers  who  had 
been  put  on  by  a  Mr.  Ray  Thomas,  in  order  to  cut  Hay  &ca 
By  some  Accident,  they  omitted  burning  the  Hay  and  returned 
the  next  day  to  complete  it,  which  they  effected  amidst  the 
firing  of  the  Shipping  with  the  Loss  of  one  man  killed  and 
another  Wounded.  Last  Evening  also  a  Party  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Men  stroll'd  down  upon  the  Marsh  at  Roxbury  and  fired 
upon  a  Centry,  which  drew  on  a  heavy  fire  from  the  Enemy's 
Lines  and  Floating  Battery,  but  attended  with  no  other  Effect 
than  the  Loss  of  one  Man  killed  by  a  Shot  from  the  Enemy's 

81  This  return,  in  the  writing  of  Horatio  Gates,  is  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  In  the  Washington  Papers  is  an  account,  in  the  writing  of  Washington,  of 
the  British  loss  as  given  by  John  Machin,  a  deserter  from  the  Welsh  Fusileers. 
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Lines.  In  the  mean  Time,  we  are  on  both  sides  continuing  our 
Works,  but  there  has  been  no  Movement,  other  than  what  I 
have  above  noticed.  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  a  regular  and  par- 
ticular Account  of  all  our  Proceedings  as  they  occur,  which 
you  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Congress.  I  have  the  Honor 
to  be,  &ca. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  14, 1775. 

Parole  Hallifax.    Countersign  Inverness. 

As  the  Health  of  any  Army  principally  depends  upon  Clean- 
liness; it  is  recommended  in  the  strongest  manner,  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  Corps,  Posts  and  Detachments,  to  be  strictly 
diligent,  in  ordering  the  Necessarys  to  be  filled  up  once  a 
Week,  and  new  ones  dug;  the  Streets  of  the  encampments  and 
Lines  to  be  swept  daily,  and  all  Offal  and  Carrion,  near  the 
camp,  to  be  immediately  burned :  The  Officers  commanding  in 
Barracks,  or  Quarters,  to  be  answerable  that  they  are  swept 
every  morning,  and  all  Filth  and  Dirt  removed  from  about  the 
houses.  Next  to  Cleanliness,  nothing  is  more  conducive  to  a 
Soldiers  health,  than  dressing  his  provisions  in  a  decent  and 
proper  manner.  The  Officers  commanding  Companies  should 
therefore  daily  inspect  the  Camp  Kitchen,  and  see  the  Men 
dress  their  Food  in  a  wholesome  way. 

The  Commanding  Officers  in  those  parts  of  the  Lines  and 
Redoubts,  where  the  Pikes  are  placed,  will  order  the  Quarter 
Masters  of  Corps,  to  see  the  pikes  greas'd  twice  a  week;  they  are 
to  be  answerable  also  that  the  pikes  are  kept  clean,  and  always 
ready  and  fit  for  service.82 

The  General  observing  great  remissness,  and  neglect,  in  the 
several  Guards  in  and  about  the  Camp,  orders  the  Officers  com- 
manding any  Guard  to  turn  out  his  Guard  immediately  upon 

82  Pikes,  or  spears  as  they  were  sometimes  called,  were  substitutes  for  bayonets,  used 
in  the  same  manner  but  as  independent  weapons. 
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the  near  Approach  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  or  any  of  the 
General  Officers,  and  upon  passing  the  Guard;  The  Com- 
mander in  Chief  is  to  be  received  with  rested  Arms;  the  Officer 
to  salute,  and  the  Drums  to  beat  a  march:  The  Majors  General 
with  rested  Arms,  the  Officer  to  salute  and  the  Drums  to  beat 
two  Ruffles;  The  Brigadiers  General  with  rested  Arms,  the 
Officer  to  salute  and  the  Drums  to  beat  one  Ruffle.  There  being 
something  awkward,  as  well  as  improper,  in  the  General  Offi- 
cers being  stopp'd  at  the  out-posts;  ask'd  for  passes  by  the  Sen- 
tries, and  obliged  often  to  send  for  the  Officer  of  the  Guard 
(who  it  sometimes  happens  is  as  much  unacquainted  with  the 
Persons  of  the  Generals,  as  the  Private  Men)  before  they  can 
pass  in  or  out:  It  is  recommended  to  both  Officers  and  Men  to 
make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  persons  of  all  the  Officers 
in  General  Command,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  prevent  mis- 
takes: The  General  Officers  and  their  Aids-de-Camp,  will  be 
distinguished  in  the  following  manner. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  by  a  light  blue  Ribband,  wore 
across  his  breast,  between  his  Coat  and  Waistcoat.83 

The  Majors  and  Brigadiers  General,  by  a  Pink  Ribband  wore 
in  the  like  manner. 

The  Aids-de-Camp  by  a  green  ribband. 

The  Court  Martial  of  which  Col.  Ward  is  Presdt.is  dissolved. 

Daniel  Carmiele,  Soldier  in  Col.  Patterson's84  Regiment, 
tried  for  "Disobedience  of  orders,  for  reinlisting  and  taking 
advance  Money  twice  over,  and  for  Drunkenness"  is  found 
guilty  of  the  several  Charges,  and  ordered  to  be  whipt  on  the 
bare  back,  with  30  Lashes,  and  discharged  from  the  army.  The 
General  approves  the  Sentense  and  orders  it  to  be  executed  to 
morrow  morning,  at  the  head  of  the  Regiment  he  belongs  to. 

83  In  Washington's  personal  expense  memoranda  is  an  entry,  under  date  of  July  10, 
1775:  "By  a  ribband  to  distinguish  myself  3/4." 

"Col.  John  Paterson,  of  Massachusetts.  Later  he  was  colonel  of  the  Fifteenth  Con- 
tinental Infantry;  brigadier  general  and  brevet  major  general  in  the  Continental  Army. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  15, 1775. 

Parole  Virginia.    Countersign  Maryland 

The  Commanding  Officers  of  each  Regiment  to  report  the 
names  of  such  Men  in  their  respective  Corps  as  are  most  expert 
in  the  management  of  whale  boats. 

When  any  Commission'd  or  non  Commission'd  Officer  is 
sent  upon  any  Detachment  or  Duty  of  Honor,  or  Fatigue,  or 
to  see  the  execution  of  any  particular  work :  He  is,  so  soon  as  the 
Service  is  perf  orm'd  to  make  a  Report  thereof  to  his  command- 
ing officer. 

It  being  found  advantageous  to  the  public  Service,  to  remove 
sundry  horn'd  Cattle  and  Sheep,  from  the  Ground  upon  which 
they  were  grasing  near  Chelsea  (to  prevent  their  falling  into 
the  Enemy's  hands)  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several 
Commissaries,  to  purchase,  such  of  them,  as  are  fit  for  slaugh- 
ter, of  the  Owners,  in  Order  that  they  may  suffer  the  least  loss 
possible,  from  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  removing  them 
from  the  rapacious  claws  of  our  enemies. 

Col.  Gridley,  Chief  Engineer,  is  desired  to  report  what 
Chevaux-de-Frise  are  made,  and  what  forwardness  those  are 
in,  that  are  now  making.  It  is  necessary  those  upon  hand  be 
compleated  without  delay. 

Notwithstanding  the  Orders  already  given,  the  General 
hears  with  astonishment,  that  not  only  Soldiers,  but  Officers 
unauthorized  are  continually  conversing  with  the  Officers  and 
Sentrys  of  the  Enemy;  any  Officer,  Non  Commissioned  Officer 
or  Soldier,  or  any  Person  whatsoever,  who  is  detected  holding 
any  Conversation,  or  carrying  on  any  Correspondence  with  any 
of  the  Officers  or  Sentrys  of  the  advanc'd  posts  of  the  enemy, 
will  be  immediately  brought  before  a  General  Court  Martial, 
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and  punished  with  the  utmost  severity.  The  General  is  alone 
to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  any  intercourse  with  the  enemy 
and  no  one  else  is  to  presume  to  interfere. 

The  Chief  Engineer,  Col.  Gridley,  to  order  an  Engineer,  and 
a  Field  Officer  of  Artillery,  to  go  round  the  Lines  and  Redoubts, 
to  examine  if  the  Guns  are  placed  properly  in  the  Embrassures, 
and  if  the  Embrassures  are  properly  made,  and  properly  sloped 
towards  the  Country.  The  Engineer  and  Artillery  Officer,  to 
report  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  as  soon  as  they  have  obeyed 
this  order. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  16, 1775. 

Parole  Carolina.    Countersign  Springfield. 

The  Continental  Congress  having  earnestly  recommended, 
that  "Thursday  next  the  20th.  Instant,  be  observed  by  the  In- 
habitants of  all  the  english  Colonies  upon  this  Continent,  as  a 
Day  of  public  Humiliation,  Fasting  and  Prayer;  that  they  may 
with  united  Hearts  and  Voice  unfeignedly  confess  their  Sins 
before  God,  and  supplicate  the  all  wise  and  merciful  disposer 
of  events,  to  avert  the  Desolation  and  Calamities  of  an  unnatu- 
ral war".  The  General  orders,  that  Day  to  be  religiously  ob- 
served by  the  Forces  under  his  Command,  exactly  in  manner 
directed  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Continental  Congress:  It  is 
therefore  strictly  enjoin'd  on  all  Officers  and  Soldiers,  (not 
upon  duty)  to  attend  Divine  Service,  at  the  accustomed  places 
of  worship,  as  well  in  the  Lines,  as  the  Encampments  and 
Quarters;  and  it  is  expected,  that  all  those  who  go  to  worship, 
do  take  their  Arms,  Ammunitions  and  Accoutrements  and  are 
prepared  for  immediate  Action  if  called  upon.  If  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Officers,  the  Works  should  appear  to  be  in  such 
forwardness  as  the  utmost  security  of  the  Camp  requires,  they 
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will  command  their  men  to  abstain  from  all  Labour  upon  that 
solemn  day. 

It  was  with  much  surprise  and  concern  that  the  General  in 
passing  along  the  New  Hampshire  Lines  yesterday  observed  a 
most  wanton,  mischevious,  and  unprofitable  abuse  of  property, 
in  the  Destruction  of  many  valuable  Trees,  which  were  stand- 
ing along  the  side  of  the  road,  out  of  the  way  of  our  works,  or 
guns,  he  therefore  orders,  that  an  effective  stop  be  put  to  such 
practices  for  the  future,  or  severe  punishment  will  fall  upon  the 
Transgressors  of  this  order. 

William  Palfrey,  Esq.  is  appointed  Aid-de-Camp  to  Major 
General  Lee,  all  Orders  whether  written,  or  verbal,  coming 
from  General  Lee,  and  delivered  by  Capt.  Palfrey,  are  to  be 
punctually  obeyed. 

A  particular  Return  to  be  deliver'd  to  the  Adjutant  General 
to  morrow,  at  Orderly  time,  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  dis- 
tinguishing how  every  man  and  Officer,  in  that  Corps,  is  at 
present  imployed,  and  where  posted. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  July  17, 1775. 

Parole  Boston.    Countersign  Salem. 

There  is  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  General  orders  are 
not  regularly  published  to  the  Non  Commissioned  Officers, 
and  Soldiers  of  the  army;  as  pleading  Ignorance  of  Orders, 
will  not  for  the  future  be  admitted  in  excuse  of  any  delin- 
quency. It  is  once  more  ordered,  that  the  Adjutants  of  the 
several  Corps,  will  be  exact  in  seeing  the  Orders,  read  every 
evening  to  the  Men  ofT  duty,  of  their  respective  Corps,  as  they 
may  depend  upon  answering  before  a  Court  Martial,  for  any 
neglect  in  obeying  this  order. 

The  General  Court  Martial  whereof  Col  John  Nixon  is  presi- 
dent, to  sit  again  tomorrow  morning  at  eight  OClock,  to  try 
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such  prisoners,  as  shall  be  brought  before  them,  all  Evidences, 
and  persons  concern'd  to  attend  the  court. 

There  being  a  great  Neglect  in  sending  in  the  returns  to  the 
Adjutant  General,  as  directed  by  the  General  Orders  of  Friday 
last  (especially  from  the  Regiments  posted  in,  and  near  Rox- 
bury).  The  General  assures  Commanding  Officers  of  Corps, 
from  whom  the  Returns  are  expected,  that  he  will  not  for  the 
future,  pass  over  the  slightest  Neglect,  in  sending  Returns  to 
Head  Quarters,  at  the  Time  directed  by  the  General  Orders; 
if  there  is  any  remissness  in  the  Adjutant,  the  Colonels  will 
confine  the  Transgressors. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Capt. Benjamin  Perkins  of  Col. Little's85  Regiment, confined 
byCol.Doolittle,86  for  assisting  and  abetting  Soldiers  to  mutiny, 
in  rescuing  a  prisoner  from  the  Quarter  Guard  of  Col.  Doo- 
littles  Regiment,  is  to  be  tried  to  morrow,  by  the  Court  Martial 
whereof  Col.  Nixon  is  President;  all  Evidences  and  Persons 
concern'd,  to  attend  the  court. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Cambridge,  July  18, 1775. 

Sir:  It  is  with  no  small  concern,  that  I  find  the  Arrangement 
of  General  Officers  made  by  the  Honble.  Continental  Congress, 
has  produced  much  Dissatisfaction;  as  the  Army  is  upon  a 
General  Establishment,  their  Right,  to  Supercede  and  Con- 
troul  a  Provincial  one,  must  be  unquestionable;  and,  in  such 
a  Cause,  I  should  hope  every  Post  would  be  deemed  Honor- 
able, which  gave  a  Man  Opportunity  to  serve  his  Country. 

A  Representation  from  the  Congress  of  this  Province,  with 
such  Remarks  as  occurred  to  me  on  this  Subject,  is  now  before 

85  Col.  Moses  Little's  Massachusetts  regiment. 

88 Col.  Ephraim  Doolittle's  Massachusetts  regiment. 
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the  Continental  Congress;  In  the  mean  Time,  I  beg  leave  to 
assure  you  that  unbiassed  by  any  private  Attachments,  I  shall 
Studiously  endeavour  to  reconcile  their  Pretensions  to  their 
Duty,  and  so  dispose  them,  as  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  any 
Inconveniencies  to  the  Public  Service  from  this  Competition. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Cambridge,  July  18, 1775. 
Sir:  Allow  me  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind 
wishes  and  favorable  Sentiments  express'd  in  yours  of  the  13th 
Instant.  As  the  Cause  of  our  common  Country,  calls  us  both 
to  an  active  and  dangerous  Duty,  I  trust  that  Divine  Providence, 
which  wisely  orders  the  Affairs  of  Men,  will  enable  us  to  dis- 
charge it  with  Fidelity  and  Success.  The  uncorrupted  Choice 
of  a  brave  and  free  People,  has  raised  you  to  deserved  Emi- 
nence; that  the  Blessings  of  Health  and  the  still  greater  Bless- 
ing of  long  continuing  to  Govern  such  a  People  may  be  yours, 
is  the  Sincere  Wish,  of  Sir  etc. 

To  GOVERNOR  NICHOLAS  COOKE 

Cambridge  Camp,  July  18, 1775. 
Sir :  You  will  please  to  accept  my  sincere  Acknowledgements 
for  your  favor  delivered  me  by  Genl.  Greene  on  my  appoint- 
ment to  the  Chief  Command  of  the  American  Army.  The 
Voluntary  Choice  of  Freemen,  contending  in  the  great  Cause 
of  civil  Liberty,  and  the  concurring  Approbation  of  the  wise 
and  good,  at  the  same  Time  that  they  confer  the  highest  Honor 
upon  the  object  of  their  choice,  demand  the  utmost  Energy 
and  Exertion  of  my  poor  Abilities;  Such  as  they  are,  my 
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Country  has,  and  shall  at  all  Times  command  them.  Allow  me 
now,  Sir,  to  express  my  warmest  Wishes  for  your  Health  and 
Happiness,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  am  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  before  Boston,  July  18, 1775. 

Parole  Wilmington.    Countersign  Chester. 

As  the  Chevaux-de-Frise  are  not  in  readiness;  The  Officers 
commanding  the  different  Lines  and  Redoubts  are,  as  speedily 
as  possible,  to  provide  a  sufficient  number  of  Gabions,  which 
are  to  lay  empty  at  the  Entrances  of  their  respective  posts,  in 
order  to  be  filled  up  as  occasion  may  require.  Gen.  Putnam87 
will  forthwith  order  his  post  to  be  furnished  with  a  large  quan- 
tity of  Fascines. 

The  Officers  commanding  the  different  Posts,  to  send  an 
exact  Return  to  Head  Quarters,  this  afternoon,  of  all  the  in- 
trenching Tools  in  their  possession:  viz:  Spades,  pick-axes, 
wheel-Barrows,  Hand-Barrows,  axes  and  Crow-Barrs;  and  to 
mention  the  number  and  quality,  of  any  of  these  Implements, 
that  are  still  wanting  to  carry  on  their  respective  works. 

Six  Captains,  twelve  Subalterns,  twelve  Serjeants  and  three 
hundred  Rank  and  file,  to  parade  to  morrow  morning,  imme- 
diately after  divine  service,  from  the  Regiments  now  stationed 
in  Cambridge,  as  a  working  party  to  assist  in  raising  the  New 
Hampshire  lines. 

Col.  James  Scammons  of  the  Massachusetts  bay  Forces,  tried 
by  the  General  Court  Martial  of  which  Col.  John  Nixon  was 
president,  for  "Disobedience  of  orders  and  Backwardness  in 
the  execution  of  his  duty  "  The  Court  after  duly  examining  the 
Evidence  for  and  against  the  prisoner,  together  with  what 

87Maj.  Gen.  Israel  Putnam. 
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the  prisoner  had  to  say  in  his  defence,  are  of  opinion  that  Col. 
Scammons  is  Not  guilty  of  the  Crimes  wherewith  he  was  ac- 
cused, and  therefore  do  acquit  the  prisoner  Col.  Scammons  to 
be  immediately  released  from  his  arrest. 

If  after  what  has  happened,  the  Enemy  in  Revenge  of  their 
late  loss,  should  dare  to  attempt  forcing  our  Lines,  The  Army 
may  be  assured,  that  nothing  but  their  own  Indolence  and 
Remissness,  can  give  the  least  hope  of  success  to  so  rash  an 
Enterprise.  It  is  therefore  strongly  recommended  to  the  Com- 
manding Officers  of  Corps,  Guards  and  Detachments;  that 
they  be  assiduously  alert  in  parading  their  Men,  at  their  several 
posts,  half  an  hour  before  day  break,  and  remain  there,  untill 
the  Commanding  Officers  think  proper  to  dismiss  them. 

The  General  hears  with  Astonishment  the  very  frequent  Ap- 
plications, that  are  made  to  him,  as  well  by  Officers  as  Soldiers 
for  Furloughs :  Brave  Men,  who  are  engaged  in  the  noble  Cause 
of  Liberty;  should  never  think  of  removing  from  their  Camp, 
while  the  Enemy  is  in  sight,  and  anxious  to  take  every  advan- 
tage, any  Indiscretion  on  our  side  may  give  them:  the  General 
doubts  not,  but  the  Commanding  Officers  of  Corps  will  antici- 
pate his  wishes,  and  discourage  those  under  them,  for  disgrace- 
fully desiring  to  go  home,  untill  the  Campaign  is  ended. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  July  20, 1775. 
Sir :  Since  I  did  myself  the  Honor  of  Addressing  you  the  14th 
instant  I  have  received  Advice  from  Governor  Trumbull,  that 
the  Assembly  of  that  Colony  had  voted  and  that  they  are  now 
raising  Two  Regiments  of  700  men  each,  to  join  this  Army,  in 
consequence  of  an  Application  from  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  Massachusetts  Bay.  The  Rhode  Island  Assembly  has  also 
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made  an  Augmentation  for  this  purpose;  these  Reinforce- 
ments with  the  Rifle  men  who  are  daily  expected  and  such 
recruits  as  may  come  in,  to  fill  up  the  Regiments  here,  will  I 
apprehend,  compose  an  Army  sufficiently  strong  to  oppose  any 
Force  which  can  be  brought  against  us  at  present.  I  am  very 
sensible  that  the  heavy  expence  necessarily  attendant  upon  the 
Campaign  will  call  for  the  utmost  Frugality  and  care,  and 
would  therefore,  if  possible,  avoid  inlisting  one  unnecessary 
man.  As  this  is  the  first  certain  Account  of  the  destination  of 
these  new  raised  Troops,  I  thought  proper  to  communicate  my 
Sentiments  as  early  as  possible,  least  the  Congress  should  Act 
upon  my  Letter  of  the  ioth  and  raise  Troops  in  the  Southern 
Colonies,  which  in  my  present  Judgment  maybedispens'd  with. 
In  these  8  days  past  there  have  been  no  Movements  in  either 
Camp  of  any  consequence:  On  our  side  we  have  continued  the 
Works  without  any  Intermission,  and  they  are  now  so  far  ad- 
vanced as  to  leave  us  little  to  apprehend  on  that  Score.  On  the 
side  of  the  Enemy,  they  have  also  been  very  industrious  in 
finishing  their  Lines  both  on  Bunker's  Hill  and  Roxbury  Neck. 
In  this  interval  also  their  Transports  have  arrived  from  New 
York  and  they  have  been  employed  in  landing  and  Stationing 
their  Men.  I  have  been  able  to  collect  no  certain  Account  of  the 
Numbers  arrived,  but  the  inclosed  Letter,  wrote  th'o  not  signed 
by  Mr.  Sheriff  Lee88  and  delivered  me  by  Captain  Darby,89 
who  went  express  with  an  Account  of  the  Lexington  Battle, 
will  enable  us  to  form  a  pretty  accurate  Judgment.  The  increase 
of  Tents  and  Men  in  the  Town  of  Boston  is  very  obvious, 
but  all  my  Accounts  from  thence  agree,  that  there  is  a  great 

88  Usually  referred  to  as  Alderman  William  Lee,  a  brother  of  Arthur  Lee,  and  a 
member  of  the  London  Board  of  Aldermen.  He  furnished  secret  information  from 
London,  which  was  of  value  to  the  Colonies. 

MCapt.  John  Derby,  of  Salem,  Mass.  By  order  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  he 
carried  the  news  of  the  fight  at  Lexington  to  England,  where  he  was  examined  by  die 
privy  council. 
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Mortality,  occasioned  by  the  Want  of  Vegetables  and  fresh 
meat;  and  their  Loss  in  the  late  Battle  at  Charles  Town  (from 
the  few  recoveries  of  their  Wounded)  is  greater  than  first  sup- 
posed. The  State  of  the  Inhabitants  detained  in  Boston  is  very 
distressing,  they  are  equally  destitute  of  the  comfort  of  fresh 
Provisions  and  many  are  so  reduced  in  their  circumstances,  as 
to  be  unable  to  supply  themselves  with  Salt:  Such  Fish  as  the 
Soldiery  leave,  is  their  principal  support.  Added  to  all  this,  such 
Jealousy  and  Suspicion  prevails  that  they  can  scarcely  speak 
or  even  look,  without  exposing  themselves  to  some  Species  of 
Military  Execution. 

I  have  not  been  able  from  any  Intelligence  I  have  received, 
to  form  any  certain  Judgment  of  the  future  Operations  of  the 
Enemy.  Some  Times  I  have  suspected  an  Intention  of  detach- 
ing part  of  their  Army  to  some  part  of  the  Coast,  as  they  have 
been  building  a  number  of  Flat  Bottomed  Boats  capable  of 
holding 200 Men  each.  But  from  their  Works  and  the  Languge 
held  at  Boston  there  is  reason  to  think  they  expect  an  attack 
from  us  and  are  principally  engaged  in  preparing  against  it. 
I  have  ordered  all  the  Whale  Boats  for  many  miles  along  the 
Coast  to  be  collected  and  some  of  them  are  employed  every 
Night  to  watch  the  motion  of  the  Enemy  by  water,  in  order 
to  guard  as  much  as  possible  against  any  surprize. 

Upon  my  Arrival  and  since,  some  Complaints  have  been 
preferr'd  against  Officers  for  Cowardice  in  the  late  Action  on 
Bunkers  Hill;  tho'  there  were  several  strong  Circumstances 
and  a  very  general  opinion  against  them,  none  have  been  con- 
demn'd  except  a  Captain  Callender  of  the  Artillery  who  was 
immediately  cashier'd.  I  have  been  sorry  to  find  it  an  uncon- 
tradicted Truth,  that  the  principal  failure  of  Duty  that  day, 
was  in  the  Officers,  tho'  many  of  them  distinguished  them- 
selves by  their  gallant  Behaviour,  but  the  Soldiers  generally 
shew'd  great  Spirit  and  Resolution. 
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Next  to  the  more  immediate  and  pressing  Duties  of  put- 
ting our  Lines  in  as  secure  a  State  as  possible,  attending  to  the 
Movements  of  the  Enemy,  and  gaining  Intelligence;  my  great 
concern  is  to  establish  Order,  Regularity  &  Discipline,  without 
which  our  Numbers  would  embarass  us  and  in  case  of  an 
Action,  general  confusion  must  infallibly  ensue. 

In  order  to  this  I  propose  to  divide  the  Army  into  three  Di- 
visions, at  the  Head  of  each  will  be  a  General  Officer,  these 
Divisions  to  be  again  subdivided  into  Brigades,  under  their 
respective  Brigadiers;  but  the  difficulty  arising  from  the  Ar- 
rangement of  General  Officers  and  waiting  the  further  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Congress  on  this  Subject  has  much  retarded 
my  progress  in  this  most  necessary  Work.  I  should  be  very 
happy  to  receive  their  final  Commands,  as  any  Determination 
would  enable  me  to  proceed  in  my  Plan.  General  Spencer 
returned  to  the  Camp  two  days  ago  and  has  agreed  to  serve 
under  Putnam,  rather  than  leave  the  Army  entirely.  I  have 
heard  nothing  from  General  Pomroy ;  should  he  wholly  retire 
I  apprehend  it  will  be  necessary  to  supply  his  place  as  soon  as 
possible.  General  Folsom  proposed  also  to  retire. 

In  addition  to  the  Officers  mentioned  in  mine  of  the  iofth 
instant,  I  would  humbly  propose  that  some  Provision  should 
be  made  for  a  Judge  Advocate  and  Provoost  Marshall;  the 
Necessity  of  the  first  Appointment  was  so  great,  that  I  was 
Obliged  to  nominate  a  Mr.  Tudor  who  was  well  recommended 
to  me  and  now  executes  the  Office  under  an  Expectation  of 
receiving  Captains  Pay.  An  allowance  in  my  Opinion  scarcely 
adequate  to  the  Services  in  New  raised  Troops,  where  there  are 
Courts  Martial  every  Day.  However  as  that  is  the  proportion 
in  the  regular  Army  and  he  is  contented,  there  will  be  no 
necessity  of  an  Addition. 

I  must  also  renew  my  request  as  to  Money,  and  the  Appoint- 
ment of  a  Pay  Master,  I  have  forbore  urging  Matters  of  this 
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Nature,  from  my  Knowledge  of  the  many  important  concerns 
which  engage  the  Attention  of  the  Congress;  but  as  I  find  my 
difficulties  thicken  every  day,  I  make  no  Doubt  suitable  regard 
will  be  paid  to  a  necessity  of  this  kind.  The  Inconvenience  of 
borrowing  such  sums,  as  are  constantly  requisite  must  be  too 
plain  for  me  to  enlarge  on  and  is  a  situation  from  which  I 
should  be  very  happy  to  be  relieved.  Upon  the  best  considera- 
tion of  the  Appointment  of  the  several  Officers  of  Commissary 
General,  Muster  Master  General,  Quarter  Master  General  and 
Pay  Master  General,90  Commissary  of  Artillery  &c;  I  am  clearly 
of  Opinion  that  they  not  only  conduce  to  Order,  Dispatch  and 
Discipline,  but  that  is  a  Measure  of  Oeconomy.  The  Delay,  the 
Waste,  and  unpunishable  Neglect  of  Duty  arising  from  these 
Offices  being  in  commission  in  several  Hands,  evidently  shew 
that  the  Public  Expence  must  be  finally  enhanced.  I  have  expe- 
rienced the  Want  of  these  Officers,  in  completing  the  returns 
of  Men,  Ammunition  and  Stores,  the  latter  are  yet  very  imper- 
fect from  the  Number  of  Hands  in  which  they  are  dispersed. 
I  have  enclosed  the  last  Weekly  return,  which  is  more  accurate 
than  the  former,  and  hope  in  a  little  time  we  shall  be  perfectly 
regular  in  this,  as  well  as  some  other  necessary  Branches  of 
Duty.  I  have  made  Inquiry  with  respect  to  the  Establishment 
of  the  Hospital  and  find  it  in  a  very  unsetled  Condition.  There 
is  no  Principal  Director,  or  any  Subordination  among  the  Sur- 
geons; of  consequence  Disputes  and  Contentions  have  arisen 
and  must  continue  until  it  is  reduced  to  some  System.  I  could 
wish  that  it  was  immediately  taken  into  consideration  as  the 
Lives  and  Health  of  both  Officers  and  Soldiers  so  much  de- 
pend upon  a  due  regulation  of  this  Department.91  I  have  been 

suOn  July  27  Congress  unanimously  elected  James  Warren  Paymaster  General  o£ 
the  Continental  Army. 

01  On  July  27  Congress  adopted  an  establishment  for  a  military  hospital.  Dr.  Benja- 
min Church  was  elected  director  and  chief  physician. 
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particularly  attentive  to  the  least  Symptoms  of  the  Small  Pox, 
hitherto  we  have  been  so  fortunate,  as  to  have  every  Person 
removed  so  soon,  as  not  only  to  prevent  any  Communication, 
but  any  Apprehension  or  Alarm  it  might  give  in  the  Camp. 
We  shall  continue  the  utmost  Vigilance  against  this  most 
dangerous  Enemy. 

In  an  Army  properly  organized,  there  are  sundry  Officers  of 
an  Inferiour  kind,  such  as  Waggon  Master,  Master  Carpenter 
&ca.  but  I  doubt  whether  my  Powers  are  sufficiently  extensive 
for  such  Appointments;  if  it  is  thought  proper  to  repose  such  a 
Trust  in  me,  I  shall  be  governed  in  the  Discharge  of  it,  by  a 
strict  regard  to  Oeconomy  and  the  public  Interest. 

My  Instructions  from  the  Honorable  Congress,  direct  that  no 
Troops  are  to  be  disbanded  without  their  express  directions,  nor 
to  be  recruited  to  more  than  double  the  number  of  the  Enemy. 

Upon  this  Subject  I  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  unless  the 
Regiments  of  this  Province  are  more  successful  in  recruiting, 
than  I  have  reason  to  expect,  a  reduction  of  some  of  them  will 
be  highly  necessary,  as  the  Public  is  put  to  the  whole  expence 
of  an  Establishment  of  Officers,  while  the  real  Strength  of  the 
Regiment,  which  consists  in  the  Rank  and  file,  is  defective.  In 
case  of  such  a  Reduction,  doubtless  some  of  the  Privates  and  all 
the  Officers  would  return  Home,  but  many  of  the  former 
would  go  into  the  remaining  regiments,  and  having  had  some 
experience  of  Service,  would  fill  them  up  with  useful  men.  I  so 
plainly  perceive  the  expence  of  this  Campaign  will  exceed  any 
calculation  hitherto  made,  that  I  am  particularly  anxious  to 
strike  off  every  unnecessary  charge.  You  will  therefore,  Sir,  be 
pleased  to  favor  me  with  the  Commands  of  the  Congress  as  to 
the  mode  of  the  reduction  if  it  should  appear  to  be  necessary, 
that  no  Time  may  be  lost  when  that  necessity  appears. 

Yesterday  we  had  an  Account  that  the  Light  House  was  set 
on  Fire; — by  whom  and  under  what  orders,  I  have  not  yet 
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learn'd :  But  we  have  reason  to  believe  it  has  been  done  by  some 
of  our  Irregulars. 

You  will  please  to  present  me  to  the  Congress  with  the 
utmost  Duty  and  respect,  and  believe  me  to  be,  Sir,  etc. 

P.  S:  Capt:  Darby's  stay  in  England  was  so  short,  that  he 
brings  no  other  Information  than  what  the  inclosed  Letter  and 
the  News  paper  which  will  accompany  this  contain. — General 
Gage's  Dispatches  had  not  arrived  and  the  Ministry  affected  to 
disbelieve  the  whole  Account,  treating  it  as  a  Fiction  or  at  most 
as  an  Affair  of  very  little  consequence.92 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  20, 1775. 

Parole  Albany.    Countersign  Ticonderoga. 

Certain  Drums  in,  and  near  Cambridge,  very  improperly 
beat  the  Revellie  this  morning  before  day;  Although  the 
Troops  are  ordered  to  be  under  Arms,  half  an  hour  before  day 
light,  it  does  not  follow  the  drums  are  to  beat  at  that  time.  The 
Reveille  is  to  beat  when  a  Centry  can  see  clearly  one  thousand 
Yards  around  him,  and  not  before. 

All  Aids-de-Camp,  and  Majors  of  Brigade,  are  to  keep  regu- 
larly entered  in  a  book;  all  the  General  Orders  of  the  army,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  Brigades  they  belong  to:  As  the  General  in 
Chief,  will  not  for  the  future,  admit  as  an  Excuse  for  the 
Breach  of  Orders;  the  plea  of  not  knowing  them. 

Samuel  Osgood  and  Joseph  Ward  Esqrs.  being  appointed 
Aids-de-Camp,  to  Major  General  Ward,  they  are  to  be  obeyed 
as  such;  and  all  orders  coming  from  Aids-de  Camp,  are  to  be 
consider'd,  as  the  Orders  of  their  respective  Generals,  and 

62 The  L.  S.,  in  the  writing  of  Joseph  Reed,  is  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental 
Congress. 
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whether  written  or  verbal,  to  be  forthwith  obeyed:  It  may  be 
necessary  once  more  to  repeat  to  the  Army,  that  every  Aid-de- 
Camp  and  Major  of  Brigade,  will  be  distinguished  by  a  green 
ribband. 

Certain  Corps,  having  been  dilatory  in  delivering  last  Satur- 
day, their  weekly  Returns,  as  positively  directed  by  former 
orders;  The  General  is  determined  for  the  future,  not  to  excuse 
any  neglect  in  sending  the  Returns  every  Saturday  to  the  Adju- 
tant General  as  the  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments,  are 
to  be  answerable  for  the  due  observance  of  this  Order,  it  is 
expected  they  are  exact  in  obliging  their  respective  Adjutants, 
to  fullfill  their  duty. 

To  COLONEL  JOHN  HANCOCK 

Cambridge,  July  21, 1775. 
Dear  Sir :  I  am  particularly  to  Acknowledge  that  part  of  your 
Favor  of  the  10th  instant,  wherein  you  do  me  honor  of  deter- 
mining to  join  the  Army  under  my  command.93  I  need  cer- 
tainly make  no  Professions  of  the  Pleasure  I  shall  have  in  seeing 
you :  At  the  same  time  I  have  to  regret,  that  so  little  is  in  my 
Power  to  offer,  equal  to  Colonel  Hancock's  Merits  and  worthy 
his  Acceptance.  I  shall  be  happy  in  every  Opportunity  to  shew 
the  regard  and  Esteem  with  which  I  am,  etc. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Camp  Cambridge,  5  o'Clock  p.  m.,  July  21, 1775. 
Sir:  Since  closing  the  Letters  which  accompany  this  I  have 
received  an  Account  of  the  Destruction  of  the  Light  House,  a 

83 Hancock's  letter,  dated  July  10,  1775,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  Although  pro- 
testing in  it  his  desire  to  serve  in  any  capacity,  even  if  it  were  "to  take  the  firelock  and 
join  the  ranks  as  a  volunteer,"  he  did  not  persist  in  that  determination. 
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Copy  of  which  I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose94  and  of  again 
assurring  you  that,  I  am  with  great  respect,  etc. 

P.  S.  I  have  also  received  a  more  authentic  Account  of  the 
Loss  of  the  Enemy  in  the  late  Battle,  than  any  yet  received. 
Doctor  Winship  who  lodged  in  the  same  House  with  an  Officer 
of  the  Marines,  assures  me  they  had  exactly  1043  killed  and 
Wounded,  of  whom  300  fell  on  the  Field  or  died  within  a  few 
Hours, — Many  of  the  Wounded  are  since  dead. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  22, 1775. 

Parole  Nantasket.    Countersign  Mississippi. 

A  Court  of  Enquiry  to  sit  forthwith,  President  Doctor 
Foster,95  Doctor  Warren,96  and  Doctor  Eustace,97  Members,  to 
examine  into  a  Complaint  exhibited  by  Mr.  John  Spalding, 
Surgeon  to  General  Putnams  regiment98  against  Mr.  Penuel 
Chiney,  Surgeon's  Mate  of  the  said  regiment.  All  Evidences  to 
attend  the  Court. 

Capt.  Israel  Putnam99  and  Lieut.  Samuel  Webb,1  being  ap- 
pointed Aids-de-Camp  to  Major  General  Putnam,  they  are  to 
be  obeyed  as  such. 

Regularity  and  due  Subordination,  being  so  essentially  nec- 
essary, to  the  good  Order  and  Government  of  an  Army,  and 

94 The  inclosure  was  William  Heath's  letter  to  Washington,  dated  July  21,  1775, 
a  contemporary  copy  of  which  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

88 Dr.  Isaac  Foster,  later  deputy  director  general,  hospital  of  Eastern  Department. 

06 Dr.  John  Warren,  hospital  physician  and  surgeon. 

07 Dr.  William  Eustis,  surgeon  of  Gridley's  artillery;  surgeon  of  Knox's  artillery; 
hospital  physician  and  surgeon;  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States;  Governor  of 
Massachusetts. 

88In  the  early  part  of  the  war  the  commanding  officer  of  divisions,  brigades,  and 
regiments  had  the  smaller  unit  of  his  organization  as  a  special  command.  Thus 
Major  General  Putnam  commanded  a  regiment  as  well  as  a  division,  and  within  a 
regiment  a  company  was  commanded  by  the  colonel. 

89  Son  of  Maj.  Gen.  Israel  Putnam. 

1  Lieut.  Samuel  Blatchley  Webb.  He  was,  later,  lieutenant  colonel  and  aide  to 
Washington;  colonel  of  one  of  the  16  Additional  Continental  regiments  and  of  the 
Third  Connecticut  Regiment. 


1775] 


ARRANGEMENT  OF  ARMY 


355 


without  it,  the  whole  must  soon  become  a  Scene  of  disorder 
and  confusion.  The  General  finds  it  indispensably  necessary,, 
without  waiting  any  longer  for  dispatches  from  the  General 
Continental  Congress,  immediately  to  form  the  Army  into 
three  Grand  Divisions,  and  of  dividing  each  of  those  Grand 
Divisions  into  two  Brigades.  He  therefore  orders  that  the  fol- 
lowing Regiments  viz  .  .  . 

Genl.  Wards  Col  Cottons 

Gen  Thomas's  Col  Danulsons 

Col  Fellows  Col  Dad.  Brewer's 

compose  one  Brigade,2  and  be  under  the  Command  of  Brigadier  General 
Thomas,  that 

Genl.  Spencers  Col  Walkers 

Col  Parsons  Col }.  Reads 

Col  Learneards  Independents. 

compose  another  Brigade,3  to  be  commanded  by  Brigadier  Genl.  Spen- 
cer. That  these  two  Brigades  compose  the  right  wing  or  division  of 
the  army;  and  be  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Ward,  and 
remain  at  Roxbury,  and  its  Southern  dependencies.  That 


Col  Starks 
Col  Poors 
Col  Reeds 


New 
Hampshire 


Col  Nixons 
Col  Mansfield 
Col  Doolittles 


Massachusetts 


be  formed  into  another  Brigade4  under  the  Command  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Sullivan,  and  posted  on  Winter-hill.  That 

Col  Whitecombes 
Rhode  Col  Gardners 

Island  Col  J.  Brewers 

Col  Littles 


Col  Varnums 
Col  Hitchcocks 
Col  Churchs 


Massachusetts 


2Maj.  Gen.  Artemas  Ward,  Brig.  Gen.  John  Thomas,  Col.  John  Fellows,  Col. 
Theophilus  Cotton,  Col.  Timothy  Danielson,  and  Col.  David  Brewster  were  the  com- 
manding officers. 

3  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Spencer,  Col.  Samuel  Holden  Parsons,  Col.  Ebenezer  Learned, 
Col.  Timothy  Walker,  and  Col.  James  Reed  were  the  commanding  officers. 

4 Col.  John  Stark,  Col.  Enoch  Poor,  Col.  Jonathan  Reed,  Col.  John  Nixon,  Col. 
John  Mansfield,  Col.  Ephraim  Doolittle,  and  Brig.  Gen.  John  Sullivan  were  the  com- 
manding officers. 
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be  formed  into  another  Brigade5  and  commanded  by  Brigadier  Genl. 
Green,  and  posted  upon  Prospect  Hill,  and  these  two  Brigades  com- 
pose the  left  wing  or  second  division  of  the  army  under  the  Command 
of  Major  Genl.  Lee.6  That 

Genl.  Putnams  Col  Bridges 

Col  Glovers  Col  Woodbridges 

Col  Fryes  Col  Serjeants 

be  formed  into  another  Brigade,7  under  the  Command  of  the  Senior 
Officer  therein,  and  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Continental  Congress  be 
known:  These  two  Brigades  to  be  under  the  Command  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Putnam,  also  a  Corps-de-Reserve,  for  the  defence  of  the  several  posts, 
north  of  Roxbury,  not  already  named. 

The  Arrangement  now  ordered  to  take  place,  is  to  be  made 
as  speedily  as  possible,  and  the  Majors  General  are  to  see  it  done 
accordingly,  some  inconveniences  may  arise  to  certain  Indi- 
viduals by  this  change,  but  as  the  good  of  the  service  requires  it 
to  be  made  an  alert  and  ready  compliance  is  expected. 

All  applications  from  hence  forward,  by  Officers  or  Soldiers 
for  leave  of  absence,  are  to  be  made  to  the  Major  General  com- 
manding each  division,  who  is  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the 
application  and  grant  Furloughs  where  they  see  cause,  without 
applying  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  provided  it  be  not  con- 
trary to  General  orders. 

General  Heath's8  Regiment  is  to  take  post  at  No.  2  in  lieu  of 
General  Wards,9  Col.  Patterson's10  remains  at  No.  3  Col.  Scam- 
mons11  to  occupy  No.  1  and  the  Redoubts  between  that  and 

5 Col.  James  Mitchell  Varnum,  Col.  Daniel  Hitchcock,  Col.  Thomas  Church,  Col. 
Asa  Whitcomb,  Col.  Thomas  Gardner,  Col.  Jonathan  Brewer,  Col.  Moses  Little,  and 
Brig.  Gen.  Nathanael  Greene  were  the  commanding  officers. 

"Maj.  Gen.  Charles  Lee. 

TMaj.  Gen.  Israel  Putnam,  Col.  John  Glover,  Col.  James  Frye,  Col.  Ebenezer  Bridge, 
Col.  Benjamin  Ruggles  Woodbridge,  and  Col.  Paul  Dudley  Sargent  were  the  com- 
manding officers.  General  Putnam  was  the  senior  officer. 

8  Brig.  Gen.  William  Heath. 

9 Maj.  Gen.  Artemas  Ward. 

10  Col.  John  Paterson. 

"Col.  James  Scammon. 
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No.  2:  Col.  Prescotts12  regiment  to  take  post  at  the  redoubt 
upon  Sewells  point  Col.  Gerrishes13  Regiment  to  furnish  the 
Companies  for  Chelsea,  Maiden,  and  Medford. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  23, 1775. 

Parole  Brunswick.    Countersign  Princeton. 

As  the  Continental  Army  have  unfortunately  no  Uniforms, 
and  consequently  many  inconveniences  must  arise,  from  not 
being  able  always  to  distinguish  the  Commissioned  Officers, 
from  the  non  Commissioned,  and  the  Non  Commissioned  from 
the  private;  it  is  desired  that  some  Badges  of  Distinction  may  be 
immediately  provided,  for  Instance,  the  Field  Officers  may  have 
red  or  pin\  colour'd  Cockades  in  their  Hatts:  the  Captains 
yellow  or  buff:  and  the  Subalterns  green.  They  are  to  furnish 
themselves  accordingly.  The  Serjeants  may  be  distinguished 
by  an  Epaulette,  or  stripe  of  red  Cloth,  sewed  upon  the  right 
shoulder;  the  Corporals  by  one  of  green. 

The  people  employed  to  make  spears,  are  desired  by  the 
General  to  make  four  dozen  of  them  immediately,  thirteen  feet 
in  length,  and  the  wood  part  a  good  deal  more  substantial  than 
those  already  made,  particularly  in  the  New  Hampshire  Lines, 
are  ridiculously  short  and  light,  and  can  answer  no  sort  of  pur- 
pose, no  more  are  therefore  to  be  made  on  the  same  model. 

The  Commading  Officers  of  the  different  works  and  posts, 
are  once  more  enjoined,  to  furnish  themselves  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  Gabions  and  Fascines,  which  are  to  stop  up  the  En- 
trances of  their  respective  Redoubts  and  Lines;  and  to  repair 
their  works  which  may  either  be  damaged  by  the  weather,  or 

n  Col.  William  Prescott. 
18  Col.  Samuel  Gerrish. 


358  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [July 

the  Fire  of  the  enemy;  it  is  observed  that  several  of  the  En- 
trances of  the  Redoubts,  are  still  left  open  without  any  sort  of 
defence:  The  Commanding  Officers  of  each  Redoubt,  are  there- 
fore ordered  to  cut  a  wide  deep  ditch,  at  the  entrances,  and  throw 
a  bridge  of  strong  plank  across;  this  to  be  done  without  delay. 

John  Davis  of  Capt.  Fosters14  Company,  in  Col.  Gridley's15 
regiment  of  Artillery,  tried  for  "Desertion  and  suspicion  of  in- 
tending to  go  to  the  Enemy"  is  acquitted  by  the  General  Court 
Martial. 

Ensign  Trafton16  accused  by  Col.  Scammons  of  "abusive 
Language,  to  the  said  Colonel  Scammons  while  under  Arrest," 
tried  by  a  General  Court  Martial  of  which  Col.  Nixon  was 
president.  The  Court  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the 
prisoner  is  Not  guilty  and  do  therefore  acquit  him  with  honour. 

Lieut.  Trafton  to  be  forthwith  released  from  his  arrest. 
Michael  Bury,  Capt.  Parkers17  Company,  and  Col.  Prescotts18 
Regiment  tried  by  the  same  General  Court  Martial  for  "refus- 
ing his  duty  and  enlisting  in  another  company".  The  Court 
condemn  the  prisoner,  and  order  him  to  receive  thirty-nine 
Lashes.  The  General  orders  the  sentence  to  be  put  in  execution, 
at  the  Head  of  the  regiment  the  delinquent  belongs  to. 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOHN  THOMAS 

Cambridge,  July  23, 1775. 
Sir:  The  Retirement  of  a  general  Officer  possessing  the  Con- 
fidence of  his  Country  and  the  Army  at  so  critical  a  Period, 
appears  to  me  to  be  big  with  fatal  Consequences  both  to  the 
Publick  Cause  and  his  own  Reputation.  While  it  is  unexecuted 

"Capt.  Thomas  Waite  Foster. 

15 Col.  Richard  Gridley. 

"Ensign  Joshua  Trafton. 

"Capt.  Oliver  Parker. 

"Col.  William  Prescott.  '  o 


1775]  PATRIOTISM  359 

I  think  it  my  Duty  to  use  this  last  Effort  to  prevent  it;  and 
after  suggesting  those  reasons  which  occur  to  me  against  your 
Resignation,  your  own  Virtue  and  good  sense  must  decide  upon 
it.  In  the  usual  contests  of  Empire  and  Ambition,  the  con- 
science of  a  soldier  has  so  little  share,  that  he  may  very  properly 
insist  upon  his  claims  of  Rank,  and  extend  his  pretensions 
even  to  Punctilio;  but  in  such  a  cause  as  this,  where  the  Ob- 
ject is  neither  Glory  nor  extent  of  territory,  but  a  defence  of 
all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  in  Life,  surely  every  post  ought  to 
be  deemed  honorable  in  which  a  Man  can  serve  his  Country. 
What  matter  of  triumph  will  it  afford  our  enemies,  that  in  less 
than  one  month,  a  spirit  of  Discord  should  shew  itself  in  the 
highest  Ranks  of  the  Army,  not  to  be  extinguished  by  any 
thing  less  than  a  total  desertion  of  Duty  ?  How  little  reason 
shall  we  have  to  boast  of  American  Union  and  Patriotism,  if  at 
such  a  time  and  in  such  a  cause  smaller  and  partial  considera- 
tions cannot  give  way  to  the  great  and  general  Interest.  These 
remarks  can  only  affect  you  as  a  member  of  the  great  American 
body,  but  as  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  your  own 
Province  and  the  other  Colonies  have  a  peculiar  and  unques- 
tionable claim  to  your  Services,  and  in  my  opinion  you  cannot 
refuse  them  without  relinquishing  in  some  degree  that  Charac- 
ter For  publick  Virtue  and  Honor  which  you  have  hitherto  sup- 
ported. If  our  Cause  is  just,  it  ought  to  be  supported,  but  where 
shall  it  find  support,  if  Gentlemen  of  merit  and  experience, 
unable  to  conquer  the  prejudices  of  a  competition,  withdraw 
themselves  in  an  hour  of  Danger.  I  admit,  Sir,  that  your  claims 
and  services  have  not  had  due  respect,  it  is  by  no  means  a 
singular  case;  worthy  men  of  all  Nations  and  Countries  have 
had  reason  to  make  the  same  complaint,  but  they  did  not 
for  this  abandon  the  publick  Cause,  they  nobly  stifled  the  dic- 
tates of  resentment,  and  made  their  enemies  ashamed  of  their 
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injustice.  And  can  America  shew  no  such  instances  of  mag- 
nanimity? For  the  sake  of  your  bleeding  Country,  your  de- 
voted Province,  your  charter  rights,  and  by  the  memory  of 
those  brave  men  who  have  already  fell  in  this  great  cause, 
I  conjure  you  to  banish  from  your  mind  every  suggestion  of 
anger  and  disappointment;  your  country  will  do  ample  justice 
to  your  merits,  they  already  do  it,  by  the  Sorrow  and  regret 
expressed  on  the  occasion;  and  the  sacrifice  you  are  called  to 
make,  will  in  the  judgment  of  every  good  man  and  lover  of  his 
Country,  do  you  more  real  Honor  than  the  most  distinguished 
Victory.  You  possess  the  confidence  and  affection  of  the  troops 
of  this  Province  particularly;  many  of  them  are  not  capable  of 
judging  the  propriety  and  reasons  of  your  Conduct,  should 
they  esteem  themselves  authorized  by  your  example  to  leave 
the  service,  the  consequences  may  be  fatal  and  irretrievable. 
There  is  reason  to  fear  it  from  the  personal  attachments  of  the 
men  to  their  officers  and  the  obligations  that  are  supposed  to 
arise  from  those  attachments. 

But,  Sir,  the  other  Colonies  have  also  their  claims  upon  you, 
not  only  as  a  Native  of  America,  but  an  Inhabitant  of  this 
Province.  They  have  made  common  cause  with  it,  they  have 
sacrificed  their  trade,  loaded  themselves  with  Taxes,  and  are 
ready  to  spill  their  Blood,  in  Vindication  of  the  Rights  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  while  all  the  security  and  profit  of  a  neu- 
trality has  been  offered  them.  But  no  arts  or  temptations  could 
seduce  them  from  your  side,  and  leave  you  a  prey  to  a  cruel  and 
perfidious  Ministry.  Sure  these  reflections  must  have  some 
weight  with  a  mind  as  generous  and  considerate  as  yours. 
How  will  you  be  able  to  answer  it  to  your  Country  and  your 
own  conscience,  if  the  step  you  are  about  to  take  should  lead  to 
a  division  of  the  Army  or  the  loss  and  ruin  of  America  be 
ascribed  to  measures  which  your  counsels  and  conduct  could 
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have  prevented  ?  Before  it  is  too  late,  I  entreat,  Sir,  you  would 
weigh  well  the  greatness  of  the  stake,  and  upon  how  much 
smaller  circumstances  the  fate  of  Empires  has  depended.  Of 
your  own  Honor  and  reputation  you  are  the  best  and  only 
judge;  but  allow  me  to  say,  that  a  People  contending  for  Life 
and  Liberty,  are  seldom  disposed  to  look  with  a  favorable  eye 
upon  either  men  or  measures,  whose  passions,  interests  or  con- 
sequences will  clash  with  those  inestimable  objects.  As  to  my- 
self, Sir,  be  assured,  that  I  shall  with  pleasure  do  all  in  my  power 
to  make  your  situation  both  easy  and  honorable,  and  that  the 
sentiments  here  expressed  flow  from  a  clear  opinion  that  your 
duty  to  your  Country,  your  Posterity,  and  yourself,  most  ex- 
plicitly require  your  Continuance  in  the  Service.  The  order  and 
rank  of  the  commissions  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  whose  determination  will  be  received  in  a 
few  days.  It  may  argue  a  want  of  respect  to  that  august  Body 
not  to  wait  the  decision.  But  at  all  events,  I  shall  flatter  myself, 
that  these  reasons  with  others  which  your  own  good  judgment 
will  suggest,  will  strengthen  your  mind  against  those  impres- 
sions which  are  incident  to  humanity,  and  laudable  to  a  certain 
degree,  and  that  the  result  will  be  your  resolution  to  assist  your 
Country  and  friends  in  this  day  of  distress.  That  you  may  reap 
the  full  reward  of  Honor,  and  publick  esteem  which  such  a 
Conduct  deserves  is  the  sincere  wish  of,  Sir,  Yours,  &c. — 19 

[MS.H.S.] 

To  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

Cambridge  Camp,  July  23, 1775. 
Sir:  I  have  had  an  application  made  to  me  this  Day,  by  the 
several  Captains  of  Colo.  Phinney's  Regiments  from  Casco 
Bay;  they  represent  that  their  Men  inlisted  and  have  marched 

"The  L.  S.  is  in  the  writing  of  Joseph  Reed. 
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down  upon  a  Promise,  that  they  should  receive  40/  Advance 
and  Billeting  Money  at  8d  p  Day;  that  under  this  Expectation 
they  left  their  Family's  destitute,  and  have  detain'd  the  Team- 
sters to  carry  back  their  Money:  They  have  met  with  some 
disappointments  arising  from  the  Situation  of  the  Assembly, 
which  has  raised  an  unhappy  Spirit  in  the  Regiments  and  re- 
quires immediate  attention.  You  will  therefore  Please  to  lay 
the  Matter  before  the  General  Court,  with  my  Request,  that 
proper  Steps  may  be  taken  to  satisfy  them,  as  I  have  engaged 
that  upon  their  Passing  Muster,  they  shall  receive  the  usual  and 
legal  Allowance.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  24, 1775. 

Parole  Salisbury.    Countersign  Cumberland. 

It  being  thought  proper  to  distinguish  the  Majors,  from  the 
Brigadiers  General,  by  some  particular  Mark;  for  the  future 
the  Majors  General  will  wear  a  broad  purple  ribband. 

Notwithstanding  the  General  Orders,  marking  the  distinc- 
tions of  General  Officers,  Aids-de-Camp,  &c. ;  the  Generals  are 
frequently  stopp'd  by  the  Centinels,  which  can  only  happen 
from  the  Captains  having  neglected  to  read  the  Orders  to  their 
respective  Companies;  If  any  General  Officer,  Aid-de-Camp, 
or  Major  of  Brigade,  is  again  stopped  through  the  Ignorance  of 
the  Centinels;  the  Captains  will  be  responsible. 

As  any  attempt  the  Enemy  from  their  late  disappointments, 
may  have  the  rashness,  or  the  hardiness  to  make,  will  be  violent 
and  sudden.  The  General  expects  the  Officers  and  Soldiers 
will  be  not  only  resolute  but  alert  to  defeat;  and  in  a  particular 
manner,  he  enforces  his  orders  to  every  Field  Officer  upon  no 
account  (duty  excepted)  to  lay  out  of  Camp;  but  upon  every 
occasion,  to  shew  by  their  Example,  that  activity  and  steady 
Courage,  so  necessary  to  defeat  an  enterprising  enemy. 
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Notwithstanding  the  orders  of  the  nth.  Instant,  expressly 
forbiding  all  Officers  and  Soldiers,  from  quitting  their  Guard 
before  they  are  regularly  relieved  and  dismissed.  The  General 
is  informed  such  unsoldierlike  practices,  are  still  committed; 
He  therefore  admonishes  all  Officers  and  Non  Commissioned 
Officers,  not  to  suffer  any  Person  to  quit  their  Guard,  upon  any 
pretence,  care  to  be  taken,  the  Men  are  properly  supplied  with 
provisions,  before  they  mount  guard. 

Report  being  this  morning  made  to  the  General  That  the 
main  Guard  room  is  kept  abominably  filthy  and  dirty;  for 
the  future  one  Commanding  Officer;  is  not  to  relieve  another, 
upon  that  Guard,  until  he  is  assured  that  the  Officers  and  Mens 
apartments  are  clean  and  in  decent  order. 

The  Surgeon  of  every  Regiment  in  the  Lines,  Redoubts,  or 
in,  or  near  Cambridge,  to  deliver  to  morrow  at  twelve  at  Noon, 
to  the  Adjutant  General  at  Head  Quarters,  an  exact  return  of  the 
sick,  in  the  regiments  they  respectively  belong  to.  The  Names, 
Rank  and  Disorders,  of  each  Officer,  Non  Commissioned  Offi- 
cer and  Soldier  to  be  mentioned  in  the  Return.  The  Returns  of 
the  Surgeons  of  the  Corps,  Station'd  in  and  near  Roxbury,  to  be 
made  to  the  Commanding  General  at  Roxbury,  Tuesday  noon, 
in  the  manner,  and  form  directed  by  the  above  Order,  and  the 
General,  Commanding  at  Roxbury,  will  transmit  them  to  Head 
Quarters  at  Orderly  time,  Wednesday. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  25, 1775. 

Parole  Hallif  ax.    Countersign  York 

Continual  Complaints  being  made  that  Soldiers  of  regiments 
and  Companies,  after  inlisting  in  one  Company  and  regiment, 
have  gone  and  enlisted  in  another  insomuch  that  it  would  en- 
gross the  General's  whole  time  to  hear  the  disputes  upon  this 
subject:  For  the  future,  any  Officers  who  have  any  dispute  in 
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regard  to  the  men  reinlisted,  are  to  apply  to  the  Brigadier  com- 
manding their  brigade,  who  will  order  a  Court  martial  of  the 
Brigade,  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter. 

The  General  Court  Martial  of  which  Col.  Nixon20  was  presi- 
dent, to  be  dissolved  this  evening,  and  another  General  Court 
Martial  of  the  Line,  to  sit  to  morrow  Morning  at  the  usual  time 
and  place, to  try  such  prisoners  as  shall  be  brought  before  them: 
All  Evidences  and  persons  concern'd,  to  attend  the  Court. 

To  GEORGE  WILLIAM  FAIRFAX 

Camp  at  Cambridge  about  5  Miles  from  Boston, 

July  25, 1775. 

Dear  Sir:  On  the  other  side  you  will  receive  a  Copy  of  my 
last,  dated  at  Philadelphia  the  31st  of  May,  and  to  which  I  refer. 

I  shall  say  very  little  in  this  Letter,  for  two  Reasons;  first,  be- 
cause I  have  received  no  Letter  from  you  since  the  one  dated  in 
June  1774,  and  therefore  (having  wrote  often)  can  have  noth- 
ing to  answer;  but  principally,  because  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  may  ever  get  to  your  hands:  If  it  should, the  principal, indeed 
only,  design  is  to  cover  the  seconds  of  those  Bills  forwarded  in 
my  last. 

You  will,  I  presume,  before  this  Letter  gets  to  hand,  hear  of 
my  appointment  to  the  command  of  the  Continental  Army.  I 
arrived  at  this  Camp  the  2d  Instant. 

You  must,  no  doubt,  also  have  heard  of  the  engagement  on 
Bunker's  Hill  the  17th  Ultimo;  but  as,  I  am  persuaded,  you  will 
have  a  very  erroneous  account  transmitted,  of  the  loss  sustained 
on  the  side  of  the  Provincials,  I  do  assure  you,  upon  my  Word, 
that  our  loss,  as  appears  by  the  Returns  made  me  since  I  came 
here,  amounts  to  no  more  than  139,  killed  36  missing  and 
278  Wounded;  nor  had  we,  if  I  can  credit  the  most  solemn 

20 Col.  John  Nixon. 
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assurances  of  the  Officers  that  were  in  the  Action,  above  1,500 
Men  engaged  on  that  day.  The  loss  on  the  side  of  the  Ministe- 
rial Troops,  as  I  am  informed  from  good  Authority,  consisted 
of  1,043  killed  and  wounded,  whereof  92  were  Officers. 

Inclosed  I  send  you  a  second  Address  from  the  Congress  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain;  as  also  a  Declaration,  setting 
forth  the  Causes  and  necessity  of  their  taking  up  Arms.  My 
affectionate  &  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Fairfax  con- 
cludes me,  Dear  Sir,  Your  etc. 

To  GEORGE  WILLIAM  FAIRFAX 

Cambridge,  July  26, 1775. 

Dear  Sir:  In  my  hurry,  yesterday,  I  forgot  the  principal 
thing  I  had  in  view,  when  I  sat  down  to  write  to  you,  and  that 
was,  to  inform  you  of  the  indispensable  necessity  you  must 
now  be  under  of  appointing  another  Attorney.  The  nature  of 
the  business  I  am  now  engaged  in  (which  alone  is  full  sufficient 
to  engross  the  time  and  attention  of  any  one  Man)  and  the  dis- 
tance I  am  removed  from  your  business,  as  well  as  my  own, 
puts  it  absolutely  out  of  my  power  to  be  of  any  further  service 
to  you  in  Virginia:  It  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  me,  therefore,  to 
inform  you  of  this  circumstance,  that  you  may,  without  delay, 
appoint  some  other  Attorney  to  manage  your  affairs;  as  it 
would  be  folly  in  the  extreme,  in  me,  to  undertake  to  conduct 
your  business  at  the  distance  of  600  Miles,  when  it  is  utterly  out 
of  my  power  (but  by  means  of  a  third  person)  to  order  and 
direct  my  own. 

When  I  left  home,  I  put  Syme's  Protested  Bill  (with  some 
business  of  my  own)  into  the  hands  of  Colonel  Lewis,  to  nego- 
tiate; and  since  I  came  to  this  place,  have  been  informed  by 
him,  that,  unable  to  get  the  Money,  he  obtained  a  second  draft 
from  Colonel  Nelson  in  discharge  of  the  first,  which,  I  dare 
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say,  will  be  paid.  I  have  therefore  wrote  to  Mr.  Lund  Wash- 
ington to  get  this  Bill  and  remit  it  to  you.  I  am,  with  sincere 
Regard,  &c. 

To  GOVERNOR  NICHOLAS  COOKE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  July  26, 1775. 
Sir:  Yesterday  I  had  an  Account  that  three  Men  of  War  and 
Nine  Transports  had  Sail'd  out  of  Boston  and  in  Evening  I 
received  a  Note  the  Copy  whereof  is  inclosed.  The  great  Dis- 
tress they  are  in  at  Boston  for  fresh  Provisions  makes  it  ex- 
treamly  probable  they  may  make  some  depridations  along  the 
Coasts;  I  have  therefore  thought  it  Proper  to  give  you  the  ear- 
liest Notice,  that  the  owners  of  those  Islands  and  the  Inhabitants 
along  the  Coasts,  may  take  the  necessary  Precautions  for  the 
Security  of  their  Property.  At  the  same  time  I  must  add,  that 
the  Conduct  of  this  Groves  in  getting  into  Boston  again  imme- 
diately, renders  his  intelligence  very  Suspicious  as  to  their 
Destination;  But  their  Sailing  may  be  depended  on:  You  will 
please  to  make  use  of  this  Intelligence  under  all  its  circum- 
stances, as  you  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  the  Public  good. 
And  believe  me  to  be,  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  26,  1775. 

Parole  Amsterdam.    Countersign  Amboy. 

It  is  recommended  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  Corps 
that  all  coverings  made  of  Boards,  be  built  in  the  form  of  bar- 
racks and  in  the  most  advantageous  manner,  at  the  same  time 
so  contrived  as  to  be  warm  and  comfortable  in  cold  weather. 

All  Passes  to  be  discontinued  for  the  future,  and  no  person  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Lines,  unless  introduced  by  an  Officer,  who 
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can  vouch  for  him,  or  by  Order  of  the  Officer  commanding  in 
the  Lines. 

It  being  represented  that  the  present  Hospital,  is  not  large 
enough  to  contain  the  sick,  Lieut.  Governor  Oliver's  house,21 
is  to  be  cleared  for  that  purpose,  and  care  to  be  taken  that  no 
injury  is  done  to  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  strict  and  repeated  Orders  that  have 
been  given  against  firing  small  arms,  it  is  hourly  practised,  All 
Officers  commanding  Guards,  posts  and  detachments,  to  be 
alert  in  apprehending  all  future  Transgressors. 

Capt.  Clarke22  of  General  Putnam's  Regiment  confined  in 
Arrest  for  "neglect  of  duty  when  upon  guard",  tried  by  a  late 
General  Court  Martial,  is  acquitted  and  is  immediately  to  be 
released  from  his  arrest. 

Levi  Woods,  Soldier  in  Capt.  Nuttings23  Company,  in  Col 
Prescott's24  Regiment  confin'd  for  "absenting  himself  without 
leave  and  refusing  to  take  the  Oath,  and  threatening  to  leave 
the  army".  The  Court  Martial  upon  the  prisoners  pleading 
Guilty  and  promising  to  behave  obediently  for  the  future, 
recommended  him  to  the  General's  mercy,  who  is  pleased  to 
pardon  the  prisoner. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

July  [27],  1775. 
Sir:  I  am  to  acknowledge  your  Favor  of  the  17th  Inst,  inform- 
ing me  of  the  destination  of  the  Troops  raising  in  your  Colony. 
As  the  season  is  now  advanced  and  the  Enemy  considerably 
reinforced,  we  have  the  utmost  Reason  to  believe  expect,  any 
Attack  that  may  be  made,  will  not  be  much  longer  delayed; 

"Peter  Oliver. 

22  Capt.  James  Clarke. 

23  Capt.  John  Nutting. 

24  Col.  William  Prescott. 
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I  should  therefore  think  it  highly  necessary,  the  new  raised 
Troops  should  join  the  Army  with  all  possible  Expedition. 
Upon  Inquiry  with  respect  to  the  Flour,  I  do  not  find  our  Ne- 
cessities to  be  such  as  to  require  an  immediate  Transportation 
during  the  Harvest,  but  as  soon  as  it  can  be  sent  with  Conven- 
ience, you  will  please  to  give  directions  for  that  Purpose. — 
Colo.  Trumbull  will  advise  you  to  what  Place  it  is  to  be  ad- 
dressed and  to  whose  care. 

Agreeable  to  your  Intimation,  I  have  ordered  the  Express  to 
wait  on  you  and  shall  do  so  in  future. 

We  have  had  no  Occurrence  in  the  Camp  of  any  material 
Consequence;  on  both  sides  we  are  Strengthing  our  Lines  in 
full  view  of  each  other. — I  am  Sir,  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  27, 1775. 

Parole  Bedford.    Countersign  Guilford. 

John  Trumbull  Esq.25  being  appointed  Aid-D-Camp  to  his 
Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief,  He  is  to  be  obeyed  as  such. 

A  Court  of  enquiry  to  sit  to  morrow  Morning  at  eight  OClock, 
in  the  Tutor's  Chamber  (Mr.  Hall)  to  examine  into  a  Com- 
plaint exhibited  upon  Oath,  in  the  public  news  papers  against 
Mr.  Benjamin  Whiting,  now  a  prisoner  in  the  College.  All 
Evidences  and  Persons  concerned  to  attend  the  Court. 

For  the  future  when  any  Deserters  come  to  any  of  the  out 
Guards,  they  are  with  the  least  delay  to  be  sent  by  a  Corpo- 
rals Guard,  to  the  next  Guard  in  the  Lines,  who  is  immediately 

28  John  Trumbull,  the  artist.  His  appointment  was  due,  in  large  measure,  to  the 
excellent  drawings  he  made  of  the  British  defensive  works.  He  served  until  the  middle 
of  August;  brigade  major  to  General  Spencer;  deputy  adjutant  general,  Northern 
Department;  resigned  Apr.  19,  1777.  Went  to  France  to  study  painting,  and  from 
there  to  England  to  study  under  Benjamin  West.  He  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  for 
a  time  by  the  British. 
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to  escort  them  in  the  same  manner  to  the  Major  General  com- 
manding that  division  of  the  Army,  who  as  soon  as  he  has  ex- 
amined them  will  forthwith  send  them  under  a  proper  Escort 
from  his  guard  to  the  head  quarters:  Some  Deserters  being 
made  drunk,  who  came  last  night  from  the  Enemy,  before  they 
reached  Head  Quarters ;  It  will  be  considered  as  a  Breach  of 
orders  in  any  person,  who  gives  Rum  to  Deserters,  before  they 
are  examined  by  the  General. 

A  Subaltern  Officer's  guard  to  be  mounted  to  morrow  morn- 
ing, at  eight  OClock,  at  a  certain  distance  from  the  small  pox 
Hospital;  the  Officer  to  come  this  evening,  at  six  OClock, to  the 
Adjutant  General  for  orders. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Cambridge,  July  27, 1775. 

Sir:  Nothing  material  has  occurred  in  either  Camp  since 
I  had  the  Honor  of  Addressing  you  on  the  21st  inst.  by  Express. 
But  on  Tuesday  3  Men  of  War  and  6  Transports  sailed  out  of 
Boston  Harbour  and  stood  a  Course  about  E.  S.  E. 

One  Groves  who  came  out  of  Boston  the  same  Evening,  in- 
formed the  Officer  at  one  of  the  Out  Posts,  that  the  Transports 
had  on  Board  600  Men  and  were  bound  to  Block  Island,  Fishers 
Island  and  Long  Island,  to  plunder  them  and  bring  off  what 
Cattle  they  may  find.  This  Fellow  returned  again  into  Boston 
under  such  suspicious  circumstances  that  it  has  led  me  to  doubt 
the  Truth  of  his  Intelligence. 

A  Deserter  who  came  in  afterwards,  informs  me,  that  it  was 
given  out  in  the  Camp  they  were  either  gone  for  Indian  or  fresh 
Provisions  and  that  each  Transport  had  but  20  Men  on  Board. 
Upon  this  Intelligence,  I  immediately  wrote  to  Govr.  Cook  of 
Rhode  Island  and  to  General  Wooster,  that  they  might  take 
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proper  precautions  for  removing  the  Cattle  of  those  Islands 
and  to  prevent  any  surprize.  As  we  are  confirmed  by  every  Ac- 
count of  the  great  Scarecity  of  fresh  Provisions  in  the  Enemy's 
Camp,  and  particularly  by  the  Deserter  who  says  they  have  had 
none  since  the  Battle  of  Lexington.  It  is  very  probable  this  Voy- 
age may  be  only  intended  for  a  supply.  But  as  it  may  possibly 
be  otherwise  I  thought  it  best  to  transmit  the  Intelligence  to 
the  Honorable  Congress,  that  they  may  either  forward  it  to  the 
Southward  or  take  any  other  step  which  they  may  judge  proper. 
Since  Writing  the  above  3  more  Deserters  have  come  out, 
which  makes  4  in  24  Hours,  their  Accounts  correspond  with 
those  of  the  first  who  came  out,  and  which  I  have  related  above. 
I  have  &ca.26 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  PHILIP  SCHUYLER 

Cambridge  Camp,  July  27, 1775. 
Sir:  Yesterday  a  Deputation  from  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  New  Hampshire,  attended  me  with  a  Request  that  three 
Companies  raised  in  their  Province  and  now  posted  on  Con- 
necticut River  at  and  between  the  two  Colonies,  commanded 
by  Captains  Timothy  Bedel,  James  Osgood,  and  John  Parker, 
might  be  continued  for  the  Security  of  the  Frontiers  of  that 
Province,  on  the  continental  Establishment.  As  it  did  not  appear 
to  me  that  their  Request  could  be  complied  with,  and  as  I  appre- 
hend you  may  have  more  immediate  Occasion  for  them  than 
I  have,  I  thought  it  proper  to  give  you  the  earliest  Notice  where 
they  are,  that  if  you  think  proper  you  may  order  them  to  join 
the  Troops  under  your  Command.  In  which  Case,  you  will 
please  to  write  to  Matthew  Thornton  Esqr.  President  of  the 
Provincial  Congress.  Each  Company  consists  of  sixty-five  Men 

28 The  L.  S.  is  in  the  writing  of  Joseph  Reed. 
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including  Officers,  and  are  reported  to  me  as  able-bodied,  stout, 
active  Fellows,  used  to  the  Woods,  capable  of  any  Duty  and 
having  an  Acquaintance  with  Canada.  But  you  will  please  to 
remember,  that  they  must  continue  under  their  own  Officers; 
to  whom  they  are  attached,  and  subject  only  to  superior  Com- 
mand. We  have  had  no  Transaction  of  any  Consequence  since 
I  wrote  you  last.  Our  Army  is  in  good  Health,  and  Spirits, 
well  supplied  with  all  Kinds  of  Provisions.  The  Situation  of 
the  Enemy  is  directly  the  Reverse,  and  we  have  Reason  to  think 
Desertions  will  be  very  great.  Four  have  come  out  within  the 
last  twenty  four  Hours.  I  am,  Sir,  etc. 

*To  JOHN  AUGUSTINE  WASHINGTON 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  about  5  miles  from  Boston, 

July  27, 1775. 

Dear  Brother:  On  the  2nd  Inst.  I  arrived  at  this  place,  after 
passing  through  a  great  deal  of  delightful  Country,  covered 
with  grass,  (although  the  Season  has  been  dry)  in  a  very 
different  manner  to  what  our  Lands  in  Virginia  are. 

I  found  a  mixed  multitude  of  People  here,  under  very  little 
discipline,  order,  or  Government.  I  found  the  enemy  in  posses- 
sion of  a  place  called  Bunker's  Hill,  on  Charles  Town  Neck, 
strongly  Intrenched,  and  Fortifying  themselves;  I  found  part 
of  our  Army  on  two  Hills,  (called  Winter  and  Prospect  Hills) 
about  a  Mile  and  a  quarter  from  the  enemy  on  Bunker's  Hill, 
in  a  very  insecure  state;  I  found  another  part  of  the  Army  at  this 
Village;  and  a  third  part  at  Roxbury,  guarding  the  Entrance  in 
and  out  of  Boston.  My  whole  time,  since  I  came  here,  has  been 
Imployed  in  throwing  up  Lines  of  Defence  at  these  three 
several  places;  to  secure,  in  the  first  Instance,  our  own  Troops 
from  any  attempts  of  the  Enemy;  and,  in  the  next,  to  cut  off  all 
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Communication  between  their  troops  and  the  Country;  For 
to  do  this,  and  to  prevent  them  from  penetrating  into  the 
Country  with  Fire  and  Sword,  and  to  harass  them  if  they  do,  is 
all  that  is  expected  of  me;  and  if  effected,  must  totally  over- 
throw the  designs  of  Administration,  as  the  whole  Force  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Boston  can  answer 
no  other  end,  than  to  sink  her  under  the  disgrace  and  weight 
of  the  expense.  Their  Force,  including  Marines,  Tories,  &c, 
are  computed,  from  the  best  accounts  I  can  get,  at  about  12,000 
Men27;  ours,  including  Sick  absent,  &c,  at  about  16,000;  but 
then  we  have  a  Cemi  Circle  of  Eight  or  Nine  Miles,  to  guard 
to  every  part  of  which  we  are  obliged  to  be  equally  attentive; 
whilst  they,  situated  as  it  were  in  the  Center  of  the  Cemicircle, 
can  bend  their  whole  Force  (having  the  entire  command  of 
the  Water),  against  any  one  part  of  it  with  equal  facility;  This 
renders  our  Situation  not  very  agreeable,  though  necessary; 
however,  by  incessant  labour  (Sundays  not  excepted),  we  are 
in  a  much  better  posture  of  defence  than  when  I  first  came. 
The  Inclosed,  though  rough,  will  give  you  some  small  Idea  of 
the  Situation  of  Boston,  and  Bay  on  this  side;  as  also  of  the 
Post  they  have  Taken  in  Charles  Town  Neck,  Bunker's  Hill, 
and  our  Posts.28 

By  very  authentick  Intelligence  lately  received  out  of  Boston 
(from  a  Person  who  saw  the  returns),  the  number  of  Regulars 
(including  I  presume  the  Marines)  the  morning  of  the  Action 
on  Bunker's  Hill  amounted  to  7533  Men;  their  killed  and 
wounded  on  that  occasion  amounted  to  1043,  whereof  92  were 
Officers.  Our  loss  was  138  killed,  36  Missing,  and  276  Wounded. 

The  Enemy  are  sickly,  and  scarce  of  Fresh  provisions,  Beef, 
which  is  chiefly  got  by  slaughtering  their  Milch  Cows  in  Boston, 

"Gage,  in  July,  found  from  a  census  of  the  city  population  6,573  civilians  and  an 
army  of  13,500. — Ford. 

28  This  sketch  accompanies  the  letter,  which  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


1775]  BRITISH  REEN  F  O  RC  EM  ENT  S  373 

sells  from  one  shilling  to  i8d.  Sterling  per  lb.;  and  that  it  may 
not  get  cheaper,  or  more  plenty,  I  have  drove  all  the  Stock, 
within  a  considerable  distance  of  this  place,  back  into  the 
Country,  out  of  the  Way  of  the  Men  of  war's  Boats;  In  short, 
I  have,  and  shall  continue  to  do,  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
distress  them.  The  Transports  are  all  arrived  and  their  whole 
Reinforcement  is  Landed,  so  that  I  can  see  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  if  they  ever  attempt  it,  come  boldly  out  and  put  the 
matter  to  Issue  at  once;  if  they  think  themselves  not  strong 
enough  to  do  this,  they  surely  will  carry  their  Arms  (having 
Ships  of  War  and  Transports  ready)  to  some  other  part  of 
the  Continent,  or  relinquish  the  dispute;  the  last  of  which  the 
Ministry,  unless  compelled  will  never  agree  to  do.  Our  Works, 
and  those  of  the  Enemy  are  so  near  and  quite  open  between 
that  we  see  every  thing  that  each  other  is  doing.  I  recollect 
nothing  more  worth  mentioning.  I  shall  therefore  conclude 
with  my  best  wishes,  and  love  to  my  Sister  and  Family,  and 
Compliments  to  any  enquiring  Friends,  your  most  affectionate 
brother. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  PHILIP  SCHUYLER 

Camp,  Cambridge,  July  28, 1775. 
Sir:  I  wrote  you  yesterday  by  way  of  New  York,  and  in  two 
Hours  afterwards  was  favored  with  yours  of  the  15th  and  18th 
inst.,  with  their  respective  Enclosures.  I  was  extremely  glad  to 
find  your  first  Apprehensions  of  an  Incursion  by  the  Indians, 
in  some  Degree  removed,  by  the  late  Advices.  At  the  same 
Time  I  think  it  is  evident  from  the  Spirit  and  Tenor  of  Colonel 
Johnson's  Letter,  that  no  Art  or  Influence  will  be  left  untried 
by  him  to  engage  them  in  such  an  Enterprize.  Should  he  once 
prevail  upon  them  to  dip  their  Hands  in  Blood,  mutual  Hos- 
tilities will  most  probably  ensue,  and  they  may  be  led  to  take  a 
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more  decisive  Part.  All  Accounts  I  think  agree,  that  the  Ca- 
nadians are  very  averse  to  engage  in  this  unnatural  Contest; 
but  I  am  persuaded  you  will  not  abate  in  the  least  your  Vigi- 
lance to  expedite  every  Movement  in  that  Quarter,  notwith- 
standing their  present  pacifick  appearances.  I  am  much  easier 
with  respect  to  the  publick  Interest  since  your  Arrival  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  as  I  am  persuaded  those  abilities,  and  that  zeal  for  the 
common  Wellf  are  which  have  led  your  Country  to  repose  such 
Confidence  in  you  will  be  fully  exerted.  From  my  own  Expe- 
rience I  can  easily  judge  of  your  Difficulties  to  introduce  Order 
and  Discipline  into  Troops,  who  have  from  their  Infancy  im- 
bibed Ideas  of  the  most  contrary  kind.  It  would  be  far  beyond 
the  Compass  of  a  Letter  for  me  to  describe  the  Situation  of 
Things  here  on  my  arrival.  Perhaps  you  will  only  be  able  to 
judge  of  it  from  my  assuring  you,  that  mine  must  be  a  Portrait 
at  full  length  of  what  you  have  had  in  Miniature.  Confusion 
and  Disorder  reigned  in  every  Department,  which  in  a  little 
Time  must  have  ended  either  in  the  Seperation  of  the  Army,  or 
fatal  Contests  with  one  another.  The  better  Genius  of  America 
has  prevailed,  and  most  happily  the  ministerial  Troops  have 
not  availed  themselves  of  their  Advantages,  'till  I  trust  the 
Opportunity  is  in  a  great  Measure  past  over.  The  Arrangement 
of  the  General  Officers  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  has 
been  very  unpopular,  indeed  I  may  say  injudicious.  It  is  re- 
turned to  the  Congress  for  farther  Consideration  and  has  much 
retarded  my  Plan  of  Discipline.  However  we  mend  every  Day, 
and  I  flatter  myself  that  in  a  little  Time,  we  shall  work  up  these 
raw  Materials  into  good  Stuff.  I  must  recommend  to  you  what 
I  endeavour  to  practise  myself,  Patience,  and  Perseverance. 
As  to  your  Operations,  my  dear  Sir,  I  can  suggest  nothing 
which  your  own  good  Judgment  will  not  either  anticipate,  or 
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controul,  from  your  immediate  View  of  Things  and  the  In- 
structions of  the  Continental  Congress.29 

The  Express  from  hence  to  England  with  the  Account  of  the 
Commencement  of  Hostilities  at  Lexington  has  returned.  It 
was  far  from  making  the  Impression  generally  expected  here. 
Stocks  fell  but  iy2  pr.  Ct.  General  Gage's  Account  had  not  ar- 
rived and  the  Enemy  affected  to  treat  it  as  a  Fiction.  Parliament 
had  been  prorogued  two  Days;  but  it  was  reported  it  would  be 
immediately  recalled.  Our  Enemy  continues  strongly  posted 
about  a  Mile  from  us,  both  at  Bunker's  Hill  and  Roxbury;  but 
we  are  not  able  to  get  any  Information  of  their  future  Inten- 
tions. Part  of  the  Rifle-Men  are  come  in  and  the  rest  daily 
expected.  I  did  not  expect  your  Returns  would  be  very  com- 
pleat  at  first;  but  I  must  beg  your  Attention  to  reforming  them 
as  soon  as  possible :  and  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  I  would  have 
you  scrutinize  with  Exactness  into  the  Application  of  Provi- 
sion and  Stores.  I  have  the  utmost  Reason  to  suspect  Irregu- 
larities and  Impositions  here.  You  will  be  fortunate,  if  the 
Contagion  does  not  reach  you.  General  Lee  has  removed  about 
four  Miles  from  me;30  but  I  will  take  the  first  Opportunity  to 


28 Two  letters  picture  Schuyler's  difficulties: 

"The  unhappy  controversy  which  has  subsisted  between  the  officers  at  Ticonderoga 
relative  to  the  command,  has,  I  am  informed,  thrown  every  thing  into  vast  confu- 
sion: troops  have  been  dismissed,  others  refused  to  serve,  if  this  or  that  man  com- 
mands; the  sloop  is  without  either  captain  or  pilot,  both  of  which  are  dismissed  or 
come  away.  ...  A  very  considerable  waste  or  embezzlement  [of  provisions]  has 
occurred." — Schuyler  to  the  President  of  Congress,  July  n,  1775. 

"Unfortunately  not  one  earthly  thing  has  been  done  to  enable  me  to  move  hence. 
I  have  neither  boats  sufficient,  nor  any  materials  prepared  for  building  them.  The 
stores  I  ordered  from  New  York  are  not  yet  arrived:  I  have  therefore  not  a  nail,  no 
pitch,  no  oakum,  and  want  a  variety  of  articles  indispensably  necessary  .  .  .  An 
almost  equal  scarcity  of  ammunition  subsists,  no  powder  having  yet  come  to  hand; 
not  a  gun  carriage  for  the  few  proper  guns  we  have,  and  as  yet  very  little  provisions; 
two  hundred  troops  less  than  by  my  last  return,  these  badly,  very  badly,  armed 
indeed,  and  one  poor  armorer  to  repair  their  guns." — Schuyler  to  the  President  of 
Congress,  July  21,  1775. 

The  letters  are  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

30Maj.  Gen.  Charles  Lee's  quarters  were  at  Winter  Hill,  near  Medford,  Mass. 
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make  your  kind  Wishes  known  to  him.  Colonel  R.  and  Major 
M.S1  join  me  in  the  best  Wishes  for  your  Health  and  Happiness. 
I  am,  Dr.  Sir,  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  28, 1775. 

Parole  Cumberland.    Countersign  Brookline. 

The  Surgeons  of  Learnerds,3 2  Heath,83  Little,34  Phinney  S5  and 
Parsons36  Regiments,  having  neglected  to  deliver  in  the  Returns 
of  the  sick  of  their  respective  Regiments,  to  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, these  Returns  to  be  delivered  forthwith,  and  the  Surgeons 
of  those  Corps,  are  to  be  more  exact  in  their  obedience  to  orders. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  29, 1775. 

Parole  Dartmouth.    Countersign  Corke. 

A  Serjeant  and  six  Men  to  parade  at  the  Head  quarters  at  eleven 
OClock  to  escort  certain  prisoners  and  Deserters  to  Worcester, 
this  party  to  be  victualled  for  this  day  and  to  morrow:  The 
Serjeant  will  receive  his  orders  from  the  Adjutant  Genl. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Whiting  tried  by  a  Court  of  enquiry  ordered 
in  the  General  Orders  of  the  27th.  Instant,  whereof  Lieut.  Col 
James  Brichatt37  was  president;  The  Court  having  maturely 
considered  the  Evidence,  for  and  against  the  Prisoner,  as  well 
as  what  the  Prisoner  had  to  offer  in  his  defence,  are  of  opinion 
that  the  prisoner  is  Not  guilty  of  the  Crime  laid  to  his  charge, 
and  do  therefore  acquit  the  prisoner:  The  General  therefore 
orders  the  prisoner  to  be  released. 

"Joseph  Reed  and  Thomas  Mifflin. 
32 Col.  Ebenezer  Learned. 
53  Brig.  Gen.  William  Heath. 

34  Col.  Moses  Little. 

35  Col.  Edmund  Phinney. 

38  Col.  Samuel  Holden  Parsons. 

w  Lieut.  Col.  James  Brickett,  of  Frye's  Massachusetts  regiment. 
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James  M',  Daniel,  tried  by  a  General  Court  Martial,  whereof 
Col.  Glover38  was  President  for  "forgeing  an  Order  of  General 
Putnams  to  obtain  a  quart  of  Rum,  and  for  abusive  Language 
to  Col.  Gridley"39  and  ordered  to  receive  twenty  Lashes.  The 
General  confirms  the  sentence,  and  orders  it  to  be  executed 
after  prayer  time  to  morrow. 

James  Foster  of  Capt.  Butler's40  Company  in  Col.  Nixon's41 
regiment,  tried  by  the  same  General  Court  Martial  for  "rob- 
bing Dr.  Foster,42  Surgeon  of  the  General  Hospital"  found 
guilty  of  the  charge  is  sentenced  to  receive  thirty-nine  Lashes, 
and  suffer  one  Month's  fatigue.  The  General  approves  the  Sen- 
tence, and  orders  it  to  be  put  in  execution,  at  the  Head  of  the 
Regiment,  after  prayer  time  to  morrow  morning. 

William  Winslow  of  Capt.  Perkin's43  Company  of  Artillery 
tried  by  the  same  Court  Martial  for  "stealing  a  Cannon  Car- 
tridge of  powder",  is  acquitted. 

To  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

Cambridge,  July  29, 1775. 
Sir:  I  have  this  Moment  received  a  Letter  from  Chelsea  of 
which  the  inclosed  is  an  Extract.  As  the  Inhabitants  are  coming 
out,  in  a  different  manner  than  proposed  by  your  Assembly  to 
the  Select  Men  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  I  have  not  delayed  a 
moments  Time  in  giving  you  the  earliest  information  of  it;  and 
request,  that  you  may  take  the  Matter  into  Consideration  and 
determine  what  is  proper  to  be  done  upon  the  Occasion.  If 
you  think  it  prudent  to  receive  them  in  this  Manner;  Query, 

38  Col.  John  Glover. 

39  Col.  Richard  Gridley. 
"Capt.  Joseph  Butler. 
uCol.  John  Nixon. 

42  Dr.  Isaac  Foster. 
"Capt.  William  Perkins. 
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whether  it  may  not  be  proper  to  appoint  some  person  to  attend 
the  movement.  I  am  in  haste  and  with  great  respect,  Sir  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  30, 1775. 

Parole  Essex.    Countersign  Dublin. 

William  Tudor  Esq.44  being  appointed  Judge  Advocate  of 
the  Continental  Army,  he  is  in  all  things  relative  to  his  Office, 
to  be  acknowledged  and  obey'd  as  such.  The  Drummers  and 
Fifers  of  the  Regiment  in,  and  about  Cambridge,  are  to  be 
order 'd  constantly  to  attend  the  Drum  and  Fife  Major,  at  the 
usual  hours  for  instruction. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  31, 1775. 

Parole,  Falkland.    Countersign  Edenton. 

The  Continental  Congress  having  been  pleased  to  appoint 
Joseph  Trumbull  Esqr.45  to  be  Commissary  General,  to  the  army 
of  the  United  Colonies:  All  Commissaries  heretofore  appointed 
by  any  of  the  distinct  Colony  Congresses,  or  by  particular 
Authority  of  any  particular  district  or  colony,  are  forthwith  to 
make  an  exact  Return  of  the  provisions,  and  all  the  different 
Species  of  provisions,  they  have  in,  or  near  the  Camps,  at  Cam- 
bridge and  Roxbury;  thereupon  Commissary  Genl.  Trumbull 
being  assured  by  the  report  of  his  Clerk,  Assistant,  or  from  his 
own  examination,  that  such  Return  is  just  and  true,  is  to  give 
his  Receipt  for  the  quantity  deliver'd  into  his  hands,  which 

"William  Tudor,  of  Massachusetts.  He  was  Judge  Advocate,  with  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  from  July  29,  1775,  to  April,  1777,  when  he  was  assigned  to  Henley's 
Additional  Continental  regiment;  resigned  Apr.  9,  1778. 

46  Son  of  Governor  Jonathan  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut. 
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receipt  will  be  a  good  Voucher,  in  the  passing  the  accompt  of 
the  different  Colony  Commissaries,  heretofore  appointed,  and 
will  be  allowed  as  such. 

The  Commissaries,  at  present  appointed  by  the  several  Colo- 
nies, are  forthwith  to  make  up  their  Accounts  unto  the  third  of 
August  inclusive;  ready  to  be  laid  before  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  and  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Continental  Congress; 
or  to  be  adjusted  and  finally  settled  by  him,  as  the  Continental 
Congress  shall  think  proper  to  direct. 

A  Return  signed  by  the  Commanding  Officers  of  regiments 
and  Corps,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Adjutant  General  to  morrow 
morning,  at  general  orderly  time,  of  the  Names,  Rank,  &  Dates 
of  the  Officer's  Commissions,  in  their  respective  Regiments  and 
Corps,  mentioning  also  the  Vacancies,  and  how  occasioned. 

A  General  Court  Martial  to  sit  immediately,  to  try  Captain 
Christopher  Gardner,  of  Col.  Varnums  Regiment46  for  "Cow- 
ardice, abandoning  his  post  and  deserting  his  men."  All  Evi- 
dences and  persons  concern'd  to  attend  the  court. 

To  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  July  31, 1775. 
Sir:  I  have  considered  the  Application  made  me  yesterday 
from  the  General  Court,  with  all  the  attention  due  to  the  Situ- 
ation of  the  People,  in  whose  behalf  it  is  made,  and  the  Respect 
due  to  such  a  Recommendation.  Upon  referring  to  my  Instruc- 
tions and  Consulting  with  those  Members  of  Congress  who 
are  Present,  as  well  as  the  General  Officers,  they  all  agree  that 
it  would  not  be  consistent  with  my  Duty  to  detach  any  Part  of 
the  Army  now  here  on  any  Particular  Provincial  Service.  It 


'Col.  James  Mitchell  Varnum. 
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has  been  debated  in  Congress  and  Settled,  that  the  Militia, 
or  other  Internal  Strength  of  each  Province,  is  to  be  applied 
for  Defence  against  those  Small  and  Particular  Depredations 
which  were  to  be  expected,  and  to  which  they  were  Supposed 
to  be  competent.47  This  will  appear  the  more  Proper,  when  it 
is  considered  that  every  Town  and,  indeed,  every  Part  of  our 
Sea  Coast,  which  is  exposed  to  these  Depredations,  would  have 
an  equal  claim  upon  this  Army;  It  is  the  Misfortune  of  our 
Situation  which  exposes  us  to  these  Ravages,  against  which,  in 
my  Judgement,  no  such  Temporary  Relief  would  possibly 
secure  us.  The  great  advantage  the  Enemy  has,  of  Transport- 
ing Troops,  by  being  Master  of  the  Sea,  will  enable  them  to 
harrass  us  by  Diversions  of  this  kinds;  and  should  we  be 
tempted  to  pursue  them  upon  every  Alarm;  The  Army  must 
either  be  so  weaken'd  as  to  expose  it  to  Destruction,  or  a  great 
part  of  the  Coast  be  still  left  unprotected.  Nor,  indeed,  does  it 
appear  to  me,  that  such  a  pursuit  would  be  attended  with  the 
least  Effect;  The  first  Notice  of  such  an  Incursion  would  be  its 
actual  Execution;  and  long  before  any  Troops  could  reach  the 
Scene  of  Action,  the  Enemy  would  have  an  Opportunity  to 
accomplish  their  purpose  and  retire.  It  would  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  have  it  in  my  power,  to  extend  Protection  and  Safety 
to  every  Individual;  but  the  wisdom  of  the  General  Court  will 
anticipate  me  in  the  necessity  of  conducting  our  Operations  on 
a  General  and  impartial  Scale,  so  as  to  exclude  any  first  cause 
of  Complaint  and  Jealousy.48 

47  The  Massachusetts  Legislature  was  often  referred  to  as  the  general  court.  The 
resolve  requesting  Washington  to  detach  troops  to  protect  the  eastern  coast  of  the 
colony  is  dated  July  29  and,  in  the  writing  of  Horatio  Gates,  exists  in  copy  form  in 
the  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress,  to  whom  it  was  inclosed  in  Washington's 
letter  of  August  4. 

*8This  letter  may  not  have  satisfied  the  general  court,  for  the  council  (August  2) 
ordered  Mr.  Greenleaf,  Mr.  Winthrop,  and  Mr.  Palmer  to  wait  upon  the  General 
and  "  to  request  him  to  inform  this  Board  of  the  extent  of  the  powers  delegated  to 
him  by  the  Honorable  Continental  Congress." — Ford. 
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I  beg,  Sir,  you  will  do  me  the  Honor  to  Communicate  these 
Sentiments  to  the  General  Court,  and  to  apologize  for  my  in- 
voluntary Delay.  As  we  were  alrm'd  this  Morning  by  the 
Enemy,  and  my  Time  taken  up  with  giving  the  necessary 
Directions. 

I  shall  be  happy  in  every  Opportunity  of  shewing  my  very 
great  Respect  and  Regard  for  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  and  am,  Sir, 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  i,  1775. 

Parole  Gilbralter.    Countersign  Fairfield. 

The  General  thanks  Major  Tupper,49  and  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  under  his  Command,  for  their  gallant  and  soldierlike 
behaviour  in  possessing  themselves  of  the  enemy's  post  at  the 
Light  House,  and  for  the  Number  of  Prisoners  they  took  there, 
and  doubts  not,  but  the  Continental  Army,  will  be  as  famous 
for  their  mercy  as  for  their  valour. 

Two  Subs,  two  Serjeants,  one  Drum  and  thirty  Rank  and 
File,  to  parade  at  Head  Quarters  at  Noon;  to  escort  the  pris- 
oners to  Worcester.  The  Commanding  Officer  will  receive  his 
orders  from  the  Adjutant  General. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned ;  The  General  directs  the 
following  Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Colony  to  be 
inserted  in  General  Orders,  viz: 

In  House  of  Representatives,  Watertown  29th  July  1775. 

Whereas  sundry  Complaints  have  been  made,  by  some  of  the  Soldiers 

raised  by  this  Colony,  that  they  have  not  received  the  allowance,  pay 

of  Forty  Shillings,  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  Provincial  Congress, 

therefore  Resolved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  forthwith,  to  apply 


'Maj.  Benjamin  Tupper,  of  Fellows's  Massachusetts  regiment. 
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to  the  Colonels  of  the  several  Regiments,  raised  by  the  Colony,  and  to 
the  Muster  Masters  and  Pay  Masters  in  the  Camp,  at  Cambridge  and 
Roxbury;  and  obtain  of  them  a  compleat  List  of  the  Non  Commissioned 
Officers  and  Soldiers,  in  their  respective  regiments,  distinguishing  those 
that  have  been  muster 'd  and  paid;  from  those  that  have  not,  that  such 
Methods  may  be  pursued,  as  shall  remove  all  just  ground  of  Com- 
plaint— read  and  ordered,  that  Colonel  Cushing60  and  Mr.  Webster" 
with  such  as  the  Honorable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  for  the 
purpose  above  mentioned. 

The  Officers  commanding  Massachusetts  Regiments,  will 
pay  all  due  Attention  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

One  Man  a  Company,  to  be  appointed  a  Camp  Colour  man, 
from  every  Company  in  every  Regiment  in  the  Army,  whose 
particular  duty  it  must  be  to  attend  the  Quarter  Master  and 
Quarter  Master  Serjeant, to  sweep  the  Streets  of  their  respective 
encampments,  to  fill  up  the  old  necessary  Houses  and  dig  new 
ones,  to  bury  all  Offal,  Filth,  and  Nastiness,  that  may  poison  or 
infect  the  health  of  the  Troops,  and  the  Quarter  Masters  are 
to  be  answerable,  to  their  Commanding  Officers  for  a  strict  ob- 
servance of  this  order,  and  by  persevering  in  the  constant  and 
unremitted  Execution  thereof,  remove  that  odious  reputation, 
which  (with  but  too  much  reason)  has  stigmatized  the  Char- 
acter of  American  Troops.  The  Colonels  and  Commanding 
Officers  of  Regiments,  are  to  be  answerable  to  the  General,  for 
all  due  obedience  to  this  order. 

The  General  finding  it  is  not  uncustomary,  for  Officers  to 
take  the  Liberty,  of  absenting  themselves  from  Camp  without 
leave,  and  going  home;  for  the  future,  any  Officer  found  guilty 
of  so  glaring  an  Offence,  against  all  Order  and  Discipline,  and 
setting  so  bad  an  Example  to  the  Non  Commissioned  Officers 

60 Caleb  Cushing. 
"Jonathan  Webster,  jr. 
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and  Soldiers,  under  their  Command;  such  Officer  or  Officers  so 
offending,  may  depend  upon  being  punish'd  with  the  utmost 
severity. 

Least  the  late  Successes  against  the  Enemy,  should  occasion 
any  relaxation  in  the  Alertness  of  the  Troops,  the  General  rec- 
ommends it  in  the  strongest  manner,  to  all  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  of  the  Continental  Army;  to  be  the  more  vigilant  in 
their  duty,  and  watchful  of  the  enemy;  as  they  certainly  will 
take  every  advantage  of  any  supiness  on  our  part. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 
Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  2, 1775. 

Parole  Hallifax.    Countersign  Geneva. 

Capt.  Oliver  Parker  of  Col  Prescotts  Regiment,  tried  by  a 
General  Court  Martial  whereof  Col.  Glover  was  President, 
for  "defrauding  his  men  of  their  advance  pay,  and  by  false 
Returns,  imposing  upon  the  Commissary,  and  drawing  more 
Rations  than  he  had  men  in  his  company,  and  for  selling  the 
provisions  he  by  that  means  obtained"  is  by  the  Court  found 
guilty  of  the  whole  charge  against  him  and  sentenced  to  be 
cashiered,  mulcted  of  all  his  pay  and  rendered  incapable  of 
future  service. 

Capt.  Christopher  Gardner  of  Col  Varnums  regiment,  in 
the  Rhode  Island  Brigade,  tried  by  a  General  Court  martial, 
whereof  Col.  Thomas  Church  was  president, for  "deserting  his 
post,"  is  found  guilty  of  the  Crime,  and  unanimously  sentenced 
to  be  cashiered,  as  incapable  of  serving  his  Country  in  any  mili- 
tary capacity. 

The  General  approves  both  the  above  Sentences,  and  orders 
the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Regiments,  to  see  the  prisoners 
dismissed  the  army. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  3, 1775. 

Parole  Ireland.    Countersign  Hartford. 

When  any  plunder  is  taken  from  the  Enemy  (not  excepted 
by  the  Continental  Articles  of  war)  such  plunder  must  be  all 
surrender'd  to  the  Commanding  Officer,  and  as  soon  as  con- 
venient after  his  arrival  at  Head  Quarters,  public  Notice  must 
be  made,  that  an  Auction  will  be  held  in  the  front  of  the  En- 
campment for  the  sale  thereof  the  next  day  at  noon,  and  the 
money  arising  therefrom,  is  to  be  equally  divided  between 
the  Officers  and  Men,  that  took  it.  This  Order  is  not  to  be 
construed  to  extend,  to  permitting  unlawfull  and  irregular 
plundering;  as  any  Officer,  or  Soldier,  who  shall  be  found 
guilty  thereof,  will  be  punished  with  the  greatest  severity. 

All  the  Armourers,  belonging  to  any  of  the  regiments  in  the 
three  Brigades,  posted  in  the  Lines,  or  in  Cambridge,  and  those 
employed  in  the  Artillery;  to  be  at  Head  Quarters  by  eight 
OClock,  to  morrow  morning,  and  none  will  be  entitled  to  any 
pay  hereafter,  who  does  not  attend  at  that  time. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  4,  1775. 

Parole  London.    Countersign  Ireland. 

It  is  with  Indignation  and  Shame,  the  General  observes,  that 
notwithstanding  the  repeated  Orders  which  have  been  given 
to  prevent  the  firing  of  Guns,  in  and  about  Camps,  that  it  is 
daily  and  hourly  practised;  that  contrary  to  all  Orders,  strag- 
gling Soldiers  do  still  pass  the  Guards,  and  fire  at  a  Distance, 
where  there  is  not  the  least  probability  of  hurting  the  enemy, 
and  where  no  other  end  is  answer'd,  but  to  waste  Ammunition, 
expose  themselves  to  the  ridicule  of  the  enemy,  and  keep  their 
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own  Camps  harrassed  by  frequent  and  continual  alarms,  to  the 
hurt  of  every  good  Soldier,  who  is  thereby  disturbed  of  his 
natural  rest,  and  will  at  length  never  be  able  to  distinguish 
between  a  real,  and  a  false  alarm. 

For  these  reasons,  it  is  in  the  most  peremptory  manner  forbid, 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  under  any  pretence,  to  pass 
the  out  Guards,  unless  authorized  by  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  that  part  of  the  lines;  signified  in  writing  which  must  be 
shewn  to  the  Officer  of  the  guard  as  they  pass.  Any  person 
offending  in  this  particular,  will  be  considered  in  no  other 
light,  than  as  a  common  Enemy,  and  the  Guards  will  have 
orders  to  fire  upon  them  as  such.  The  Commanding  Officer  of 
every  regiment  is  to  direct,  that  every  man  in  his  regiment, 
is  made  acquainted  with  Orders  to  the  end,  that  no  one 
may  plead  Ignorance,  and  that  all  may  be  apprized  of  the 
consequence  of  disobedience.  The  Colonels  of  regiments  and 
commanding  Officers  of  Corps,  to  order  the  Rolls  of  every 
Company  to  be  called  twice  a  day,  and  every  Man's  Ammuni- 
tion examined  at  evening  Roll  calling,  and  such  as  are  found  to 
be  deficient  to  be  confined. 

The  Guards  are  to  apprehend  all  persons  firing  Guns  near 
their  Posts,  whether  Townsmen  or  soldiers. 

To  GOVERNOR  NICHOLAS  COOKE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  4, 1775. 
Sir:  I  am  Yesterday  favored  with  yours  of  the  31st  July;  We 
have  yet  no  certain  Accounts  of  the  Fleet  which  Sail'd  out  of 
Boston  the  25th;  but  if  our  Conjectures  and  Information  arc 
just  we  may  expect  to  hear  of  it  every  Hour.  I  am  now,  Sir,  in 
strict  Confidence  to  acquaint  you,  that  our  Necessities  in  the 
Articles  of  Powder  and  Lead  are  so  great  as  to  require  an  im- 
mediate Supply.  I  must  earnestly  intreat  you  will  fall  upon 


386  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Aug. 

some  Measure  to  forward  every  Pound  of  each  in  the  Colony 
which  can  possibly  be  spared;  It  is  not  within  the  Propriety  or 
Safety  of  such  a  Correspondence  to  say  what  I  might  on  this 
Subject;  It  is  sufficient  that  the  Case  calls  loudly  for  the  most 
strenuous  Exertions  of  every  friend  of  his  Country  and  does  not 
admit  of  the  least  delay.  No  Quantity,  however  Small,  is  be- 
neath notice  and  should  any  arrive,  I  beg  it  may  be  forwarded 
as  soon  as  Possible;  But  a  Supply  of  this  kind  is  so  precarious, 
not  only  from  the  Danger  of  the  Enemy,  but  the  opportunity 
of  Purchasing,  that  I  have  resolved  in  my  mind  every  other  pos- 
sible chance  and  listned  to  every  proposition  on  the  subject 
which  could  give  the  smallest  Hope;  Among  others  I  have  had 
one  mentioned  which  has  some  Weight  with  me,  as  well  as  the 
General  Officers  to  whom  I  have  proposed  it,  one  Harris  is 
lately  come  from  Bermuda,  where  there  is  a  very  considerable 
Magazine  of  Powder  in  a  remote  Part  of  the  Island  and  the  In- 
habitants well  disposed  not  only  to  our  Cause  in  General,  but  to 
assist  in  this  Enterprize  in  particular;  we  understand  there  are 
two  Armed  Vessels  in  your  Province  commanded  by  Men52  of 
known  Activity  and  Spirit;  one  of  which  it  is  proposed  to  dis- 
patch on  this  Errand,  with  such  other  assistance  as  may  be 
required;  Harris  is  to  go  along  as  the  Conductor  of  the  Enter- 
prize and  to  avail  ourselves  of  his  knowledge  of  the  Island,  but 
without  any  Command.  I  am  very  sensible  that  at  first  view 
the  project  may  appear  hazardous  and  its  Success  must  depend 
on  the  Concurrence  of  many  Circumstances;  but  we  are  in  a 
Situation  which  requires  us  to  run  all  Risques.  No  Danger  is  to 
be  considered  when  put  in  Competition  with  the  Magnitude  of 
the  Cause  and  the  Absolute  Necessity  we  are  under  of  increas- 
ing our  Stock.   Enterprises  which  appear  Chimerical,  often 

52  Capt.  Abraham  Whipple  was  the  one  who  sailed  to  Bermuda. 
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prove  successful  from  that  very  Circumstance,  Common  Sense 
&  Prudence  will  Suggest  Vigilance  and  care,  when  the  Danger 
is  Plain  and  obvious,  but  where  little  Danger  is  apprehended, 
the  more  the  enemy  is  unprepared  and  consequently  there  is 
the  f  ain'd  Prospect  of  Success.53 

Mr.  Brown54  has  been  mentioned  to  me  as  a  very  Proper 
Person  to  consult  upon  this  Occasion  you  will  judge  of  the 
Propriety  of  communicating  it  to  him  in  Part  or  the  whole,  and 
as  soon  as  possible,  favor  me  with  your  Sentiments  and  the 
Steps  you  may  have  taken  to  forward  it.  If  no  immediate  and 
safe  Opportunity  offers  you  will  please  to  do  it  by  Express. 
Should  it  be  inconvenient  to  part  with  one  of  the  armed  Ves- 
sels, perhaps  some  other  might  be  fitted  out,  or  you  could  devise 
some  other  Mode  of  executing  this  Plan;  so  that  in  case  of  a 
Disappointment,  the  Vessel  might  proceed  to  some  other  Island 
to  purchase.  My  last  Letter  from  the  Honorable  Continental 
Congress,  recommends  my  procuring  from  the  Colonies  of 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  a  Quantity  of  Tow  Cloth,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  of  Indian  or  Hunting  Shirts  for  the 
Men,  many  of  whom  are  very  destitute  of  Cloathing;  A  Pattern 
will  be  sent  you  and  I  must  request  you  to  give  the  Necessary 
Directions  throughout  your  Government,  that  all  the  Cloth  of 
the  above  Kind  may  be  bought  up  for  this  use,  and  suitable 
Persons  set  to  work  to  make  it  up.  As  soon  as  any  Number  is 
made  worth  the  Conveyance,  you  will  Please  to  direct  them  to 
be  forwarded ;  It  is  designed  as  a  Species  of  Uniform  both  cheap 
and  convenient.  We  have  had  no  Transactions  in  either  Camp 
since  my  last  but  what  are  in  the  Public  Papers  and  related  with 
tolerable  Accuracy.  The  Enemy  still  continue  to  strengthen 

53  See  Washington's  letter  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  Sept.  6, 
1775,  post. 

"Probably  Nicholas  Brown,  a  merchant  and  shipowner  of  Providence,  R.  I. 
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their  Lines  and  we  have  Reason  to  believe  intend  to  bombard 
ours,  with  the  Hopes  of  forcing  us  out  of  them,  Our  Poverty  in 
Amunition  prevents  our  making  a  suitable  Return. 

Since  writing  the  above,  Col.  Porter55  has  undertaken  to  assist 
in  the  Matter,  or  to  provide  some  suitable  Person  to  accom- 
pany Harris  to  you,  who  will  communicate  all  Circumstances 
to  you.  Iam&c. 

To  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY 
OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  4, 1775. 

Gentn. :  Your  Public  Capacity  and  the  hope  that  you  will  be 
both  able  and  willing  to  give  us  some  Assistance,  has  led  me  to 
make  this  Application;  The  Situation  of  the  Army  as  to  Amu- 
nition is  by  no  Means  what  it  ought  to  be,  we  have  great  Reason 
to  expect  the  Enemy  very  soon  intend  to  bombard  our  Lines, 
and  our  Stock  of  Powder  is  so  small,  as  in  a  great  Degree  to 
make  our  heavy  Artillery  useless:  I  must  therefore  request  you 
will  exert  yourselves  to  forward  what  ever  can  be  spared  from 
your  Province  as  soon  as  Possible.  The  Necessity  is  great,  the 
cause  is  of  the  last  Importance;  I  am  therefore  persuaded  I  need 
use  no  Arguments  to  quicken  your  Zeal,  The  smallest  Quanti- 
ties are  not  beneath  Notice,  as  a  considerable  Stock  may  be 
formed  from  various  Collections;  Lead  and  Flints  are  also  very 
scarce,  you  will  therefore  furnish  all  you  can  spare.  Next  to 
making  the  Provisions,  its  being  seasonable  is  of  great  Impor- 
tance, every  Hour  in  our  present  Situation  is  Critical. 

Should  there  be  any  Arrivals  in  any  Part  of  your  Province 
with  this  Necessary  Article,  I  must  request  you  to  forward  all 
that  can  Possibly  be  spared  out  of  it. 

I  am  Gentn.  very  Respectfully,  etc. 

05  Col.  Elisha  Porter. 
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To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

August  4, 1775. 

Sir:  I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  31st  July,  informing  me, 
that  the  New  Levies56  are  coming  forward  with  all  expedition; 
As  the  Enemy  has  lain  much  longer  inactive  than  I  expected, 
I  hope  they  will  arrive  in  Time  to  give  us  their  Assistance. 

My  last  Letter  from  the  Honble.  Continental  Congress, 
recommends  my  procuring  from  the  Colonies  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Connecticut,  a  Quantity  of  Tow  Cloth,  for  the  Purpose 
of  making  of  Indian  or  Hunting  Shirts  for  the  Men,  many  of 
whom  are  destitute  of  Cloathing.  A  Pattern  is  herewith  sent 
you;  and  I  must  request  you,  to  give  the  necessary  Directions 
throughout  your  Government,  that  all  the  Cloth  of  the  above 
kind  may  be  bought  up  for  this  Use,  and  suitable  Persons  set  to 
work  to  make  it  up,  As  soon  as  any  Number  is  made,  worth 
the  Conveyance,  you  will  please  to  direct  them  to  be  for- 
warded. It  is  design'd  as  a  Species  of  Uniform,  both  cheap  and 
Convenient. 

We  have  had  no  transactions  of  any  Consequence  in  either 
Camp  since  my  last,  but  what  are  in  the  Public  Papers  and 
related  with  tolerable  Accuracy.  I  am  now,  Sir,  in  strict  Confi- 
dence, to  acquaint  you  that  our  Necessities,  in  the  Article  of 
Powder  and  Lead,  are  so  great,  as  to  require  an  immediate 
Supply.  I  must  earnestly  intreat  you  to  fall  upon  some  Measures 
to  forward  to  us  every  ounce  in  the  Province  which  can  possibly 
be  spared.  It  is  not  within  the  Propriety  of  such  a  Correspond- 
ence to  say  what  I  might  upon  this  Subject;  It  is  sufficient  that 
the  Case  Calls  loudly  for  the  warmest  and  most  strenuous  Exer- 
tions of  every  Friend  to  his  Country,  and  does  not  admit  of  the 
least  Delay ;  No  Quantity  however  small  is  beneath  Notice  and 


3  Fourteen  hundred  new  troops  ordered  raised  by  the  Connecticut  Legislature. 
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should  any  Arrive  I  beg  it  may  be  forwarded  to  us  as  fast  as 
Possible. 

The  Express  having  left  his  Horse  at  Hartford,  is  under  the 
Necessity  of  going  that  way.  I  am  &c. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Cambridge,  August  4, 1775. 

Sir:  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Favor  of  the 
24th.  July,  accompanied  by  284  Commissions,  which  are  yet 
much  short  of  the  necessary  number.  I  am  much  honored 
by  the  Confidence  reposed  in  me  of  appointing  the  several 
Officers  recommended  in  mine  of  the  10th  Ult:  and  shall  en- 
deavour to  select  such  Persons  as  are  best  qualified  to  fill  those 
important  Posts.  General  Thomas  has  accepted  his  Commis- 
sion and  I  have  heard  nothing  of  his  retirement  since,  so  that 
I  hope  he  is  satisfied.  In  the  renewal  of  these  Commissions, 
some  Difficulties  occur,  in  which  I  should  be  glad  to  know  the 
Pleasure  of  the  Honorable  Congress. 

The  General  Officers  of  Massachusetts  have  regiments,  those 
of  Connecticut  have  both  Regiments  and  Companies  and  the 
other  Field  Officers  have  Companies  each.  In  New  Hampshire 
the  General  Officers  have  no  Regiments,  nor  the  Field  Officers 
Companies.  In  Rhode  Island  the  General  Officers  have  no 
Regiments,  but  the  Field  Officers  have  Companies,  tho'  I  do 
not  find  they  have  or  expect  Pay  under  more  than  one  Com- 
mission. Should  the  Commissions  now  to  be  delivered,  pursue 
those  different  Establishments,  there  will  be  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  General  Officers  and  Field  Officers  of  the  same  Rank. 
In  order  to  put  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  and  Massachu- 
setts upon  a  Line  with  Connecticut,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
dismiss  a  Number  of  Officers  in  Possession  of  Commissions, 
without  any  Fault  of  theirs;  on  the  other  Hand  to  bring  the 
Connecticut  General  and  Field  Officers  to  the  same  Scale  with 
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the  others,  will  add  to  the  Number  of  Officers  and  be  deemed 
inconsistent  with  the  Terms  on  which  they  entered  into  the 
Service,  altho'  you  add  nothing  to  the  Expence,  except  in 
the  Article  of  Provisions.  Upon  the  whole  it  is  a  case  which  I 
would  wish  the  Honorable  Congress  to  consider  and  determine. 

Colo:  Gridly  of  this  Province,  who  is  at  the  Head  of  the 
Artillery  has  the  Rank  of  Major  General  from  the  Provincial 
Congress.  Will  it  be  proper  to  renew  his  Commission  here  in 
the  same  Manner  ? 5T  It's  proper  to  remark,  that  in  this  case  he 
will  take  rank  of  all  the  Brigadier  Generals,  and  even  the  Major 
Generals,  where  Commissions  are  subsequent  in  Date  and  can 
answer  no  good  purpose  whilst  it  may  be  productive  of  many 
bad  ones. 

These  are  Matters  of  anlnferiour  Concern.  I  am  embarrassed 
with  a  Difficulty  of  a  superiour  nature.  The  Estimate  made  in 
Congress,  supposed  all  the  Regiments  to  be  formed  upon  one 
Establishment,  but  they  are  different  in  different  Provinces  and 
even  in  the  same  in  some  Particulars.  In  Massachusetts  some 
regiments  have  10  Companies,  others  eleven. — The  Establish- 
ment of  the  former  is  590  men  Officers  included,  of  the  latter 
649.  The  Establishment  of  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hamp- 
shire is  590  to  a  Regiment  (Officers  included).  Connecticut  is 
1000  men  to  a  regiment,  should  these  Regiments  be  completed, 
with  the  new  Levies  from  Rhode  Island  Connecticut  and  the 
riffle  men,  the  number  will  exceed  22,000.  If  they  should  not  be 
completed  as  each  regiment  is  fully  Officer'd  there  will  be  a 
heavy  Expence  to  the  Public  without  any  adequate  service. 
The  Reduction  of  some  of  them  seems  to  be  necessary,  and  yet 
is  a  matter  of  much  delicacy  as  we  are  situated.  I  most  earnestly 
request  it  may  be  taken  into  immediate  consideration,  and  the 
Time  and  mode  of  doing  it  pointed  out,  by  the  Hon :  Congress : 

57  Col.  Richard  Gridley.  Congress  ordered  that  he  be  commissioned  a  colonel  in  the 
Continental  Army. 
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By  an  Estimate  I  have  made  from  the  General  return  when  the 
New  Levies  arrive  and  the  Regiments  are  completed,  there  will 
be  24,550  men  on  the  Pay  and  Provision  of  the  United  Colonies. 
Several  of  the  Recruiting  Officers  who  have  been  out  on  that 
Service,  have  returned  with  very  little  Success,  so  that  we  may 
safely  conclude  the  number  of  2064  now  wanting  to  complete 
will  rather  increase  than  diminish.  There  are  the  Regiment  of 
Artillery  consisting  of  493  and  one  under  Col:  Sergeant  who 
has  not  received  any  Commission,  altho'  he  has  had  orders  to 
raise  a  regiment  from  the  Provincial  Congress  here,  which  are 
not  included  in  the  above  estimate. 

By  adverting  to  the  General  return,  which  I  have  the  Honor 
of  enclosing  (No.  i),58  it  will  be  seen  what  regiments  are  most 
diffident.  If  the  Congress  does  not  chuse  to  point  out  the  par- 
ticular Regiments,  but  the  Provinces  in  which  the  Reduction  is 
to  be  made,  the  several  Congresses,  or  Assemblies,  may  be  the 
proper  Channel  for  the  conduct  of  this  Business,  which  I  should 
also  conceive  would  be  most  advisable,  from  their  better  Ac- 
quaintance with  the  Merits,  Terms  and  Time  of  their  respective 
Officers.  Reducing  of  some  Regiments  and  with  the  Privates 
thereof  to  fill  up  others,  would  certainly  be  the  most  eligible 
Method  of  accomplishing  this  Work,  if  it  were  practicable,  but 
the  experiment  is  dangerous,  as  the  Massachusetts  men  under  the 
Priviledge  of  chusing  their  own  Officers,  do  not  concieve  them- 
selves bound  if  their  Officers  should  be  disbanded. 


^The  copy  of  this  return,  which  Washington  inclosed,  dated  July  29,  1775,  is  in 
the  Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress.  By  it  the  Massachusetts  Bay  regiments  num- 
bered 26,  and  4  independent  companies;  Connecticut  regiments,  3;  New  Hampshire 
regiments,  3;  and  Rhode  Island  regiments,  3.  Commissioned  officers:  30  colonels,  31 
lieutenant  colonels,  35  majors,  289  captains,  511  lieutenants,  73  ensigns.  Staff  officers: 
14  chaplains,  34  adjutants,  35  second  masters,  35  surgeons,  30  masters.  Noncommis- 
sioned officers:  1,202  sergeants,  612  drums  and  fifes.  Rank  and  file  present  fit  for 
duty,  13,899.  Sick:  Present  1,330;  absent  1,690;  on  furlough,  287;  on  command,  692. 
Total  rank  and  file,  16,898.  Necessary  to  complete:  124  sergeants,  iosdrums  and  fifes, 
2,079  privates.   Col.  Paul  Dudley  Sargent's  regiment  was  not  included  in  the  return. 
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As  General  Gage  is  making  preparations  for  Winter,  by  con- 
tracting for  Quantities  of  Coal,  it  will  suggest  to  us  the  Pro- 
priety of  extending  our  Views  to  that  Season.  I  have  directed 
that  such  Huts  as  have  been  made  of  Boards,  should  be  done  in 
such  a  Manner,  that  if  necessary,  they  may  serve  for  covering 
during  the  Winter.  But  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  variety  of 
Necessities  such  as  Clothing,  Fuel  &ca.,  which  is  exceeding 
scarce  and  difficult  to  be  got,  which  that  season  must  bring  with 
it,  if  the  Army  or  any  considerable  part  of  it  is  to  remain  em- 
bodied. From  the  Inactivity  of  the  Enemy,  since  the  arrival  of 
their  whole  Reinforcement,  their  continual  Addition  to  their 
Lines  and  many  other  circumstances,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
that  finding  us  so  well  prepared  to  receive  them,  the  Plan  of 
Operations  is  varied,  that  they  mean  by  regular  Approaches  to 
bombard  us  out  of  our  present  Lines  of  Defence,  or,  are  waiting 
in  expectation  that  the  Colonies  must  sink  under  the  expence,  or 
the  Prospect  of  a  Winter  Campaign  so  discourage  the  Troops 
as  to  break  up  our  Army.  If  they  have  not  some  such  Expecta- 
tion, the  Issue  of  which  they  are  determined  to  wait.  I  cannot 
Account  for  the  Delay,  when  their  Strength  is  lessened  every 
day  by  Sickness,  Desertions  and  little  Skirmishes.  Of  these  last 
we  had  only  two  worthy  of  Notice.  Having  some  reason  to  sus- 
pect they  were  extending  their  Lines  at  Charles  Town,  I  last 
Saturday  Evening  ordered  some  of  the  Rifle  Men  down  to 
make  a  Discovery  or  bring  off  a  Prisoner;  they  were  acciden- 
tally discovered  sooner  than  they  expected  by  the  Guard  com- 
ing to  relieve  and  Obliged  to  fire  upon  them:  We  have  reason 
to  believe  they  killed  several,  they  brought  in  two  Prisoners, 
whose  Accounts  confirmed  by  some  other  circumstances  re- 
moved my  Suspicions  in  part.  Since  that  Time  we  have  on  each 
side  drawn  in  our  Centries  and  there  have  been  scattering  Fires 
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along  the  Lines.  This  Evening  we  have  heard  of  three  Captains 
who  have  been  taken  off  by  the  Rifle  Men  and  one  killed  by  a 
Cannon  Shot  from  Roxbury,  besides  several  Privates;  but  as 
the  Intelligence  is  not  direct,  I  only  mention  it  as  a  report  which 
deserves  Credit.  The  other  happened  at  the  Light  House;  A 
Number  of  Workmen  having  been  sent  down  to  repair  it,  with 
a  Guard  of  32  Marines  and  a  Subaltern.  Major  Tupper,  last 
Monday  Morning  about  2  oClock  landed  there  with  about  300 
Men  Attack'd  them  killed  the  Officer  and  4  Privates,  the 
remainder  thereof,  which  are  badly  wounded  he  brought  off 
Prisoners  with  10  Tories,  all  of  whom  are  on  their  Way  to 
Springfield  Gaol.  But  being  detained  by  the  Tide  on  his  Re- 
turn, he  was  Attack'd  by  several  Boats,  but  happily  got  thro' 
with  the  loss  of  one  Man  killed  and  another  Wounded.  The 
Enemy  in  Return  endeavoured  to  surprize  our  Guard  at  Rox- 
bury, but  they  being  apprized  of  it  by  a  Deserter  had  Time  in 
some  Measure  to  prepare  for  it,  but  from  the  Misconduct  or 
negligence  of  the  Officer  they  burnt  the  George  Tavern  on  the 
neck  and  have  every  Day  since  been  cannonading  us  from  their 
Lines,  both  at  Roxbury  and  Charles  Town,  but  with  no  other 
Effect  than  the  Loss  of  two  Men.  The  Rifle  Men  in  their  Skir- 
mish lost  one  Man  who  we  hear  is  a  Prisoner  in  Boston  Gaol. 
On  our  Part,  except  the  straggling  Fires  on  the  Lines  which  we 
endeavour  to  restrain,  we  have  made  little  or  no  return. 

Our  Situation  in  the  Article  of  Powder  is  much  more  alarm- 
ing, than  I  had  the  most  distant  Idea  of.  Having  desired  a 
return  to  be  made  me  on  my  arrival,  of  the  Ammunition, 
I  found  308  Bbbls.  of  Powder  mentioned  as  in  the  Store. 

But  on  ordering  a  new  Supply  of  Cartridges  Yesterday,  I 
was  informed  to  my  very  great  Astonishment,  that  there  was 
no  more  than  36  Bbbls.  in  the  Massachusetts  Store,  which 
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added  to  the  Stock  of  Rhode  Island,  New  Hampshire  and 
Connecticut  makes  9940  lb.  not  more  than  9  Cartridges  a  Man. 

As  there  had  been  no  Consumption  of  Powder  since,  which 
could  in  any  Degree  account  for  such  a  Deficiency  I  was  very 
particular  in  my  Inquiries  and  found,  that  the  Committee  of 
Supplies,  not  being  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  Nature  of  a 
return  or  misapprehending  my  request,  sent  in  an  Account 
of  all  the  Ammunition  which  had  been  collected  by  the  Prov- 
ince, so  that  the  report  included  not  only  what  was  on  hand 
but  what  had  been  spent.  Upon  discovering  this  mistake,  I 
immediately  went  up  to  confer  with  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  upon  some  measures  to  obtain  a  supply 
from  the  Neighbouring  Townships,  in  such  a  manner  as  might 
prevent  our  Poverty  from  being  known.  As  it  is  a  secret  of  too 
much  consequence  to  be  devulg'd,  even  to  the  General  Court, 
some  Individual  of  which  might  perhaps  indiscrietly  suffer 
it  to  escape  him  so  as  to  get  to  the  Enemy.  The  Consequences 
of  which  are  terrible  even  in  Idea.  I  shall  also  write  to  the 
Governors  of  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut  and  the  Committee 
of  Safety  at  New  Hampshire  on  this  Subject,  urging  in  the 
most  forcible  Terms  the  Necessity  of  an  immediate  supply  if 
in  their  Power.  I  need  not  enlarge  on  our  melancholy  Situa- 
tion it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  existence  of  the  Army  and 
Salvation  of  the  Country  depends  upon  some  thing  being  done 
for  our  relief  both  speedy  and  effectual  and  that  our  Situation 
be  kept  a  profound  Secret. 

In  the  inclosures  (No.  2  &  3)  I  send  the  allowance  of  Pro- 
visions &ca.  made  by  the  Provinces  of  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
chusetts; the  Mode  and  Quantity  are  different  from  what  have 
fallen  within  my  experience  and  I  am  confident  must  prove 
very  expensive  and  wasteful.  If  any  alteration  can  be  safely 
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made,  (which  I  much  Doubt)  there  might  be  a  great  saving 
to  the  Public. 

A  Gentleman  of  my  Family  assisted  by  a  Deserter,  who  has 
some  Skill  in  Fortification,  has  by  my  direction  sketch'd  out 
two  Draughts  of  our  respective  Lines  at  Roxbury  and  Charles 
Town  which  with  the  Explanations,  will  convey  some  Idea 
of  our  Situation  and  I  hope  prove  acceptable  to  the  Members  of 
the  Honorable  Congress.  They  are  the  Inclosures  No.  4  and  5.59 

Since  I  had  the  Honor  of  Addressing  you  last  I  have  been 
applied  to  by  a  Committee  of  the  General  Court,  for  a  Detach- 
ment of  the  Army  to  protect  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Eastern 
part  of  this  Province  from  some  apprehended  Depredations  on 
their  Coast.  I  could  have  wish'd  to  have  complied  with  their 
request  but  after  due  consideration  and  consulting  the  other 
General  Officers,  together  with  those  Members  of  Congress 
who  are  here,  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  excuse  myself.  Their 
Application  and  my  Answer  are  the  Inclosures  No.  6  and  7, 
which  I  hope  will  be  approved  by  the  Honorable  Congress. 

Since  I  began  this  Letter,  the  Original  of  which  the  Inclosure 
(No.  8)  is  a  Copy,  fell  into  my  Hands,  as  the  Writer  is  a  Person 
of  some  note  in  Boston  and  it  contains  some  advices  of  Impor- 
tance not  mentioned  by  others.  I  thought  proper  to  forward  it 
as  I  received  it,  by  comparing  it  with  the  Hand  Writing  of 
another  Letter,  it  appears  the  Writer  is  one  Belcher  Noyes,  a 
Person  probably  known  to  some  of  the  Gentlemen  Delegates 
of  this  Province,  who  can  determine  from  his  Principles  and 
Character  what  Credit  is  due  to  him.60 

The  Army  is  now  formed  into  3  grand  Divisions  under  the 
command  of  the  Generals  Ward,  Lee  and  Putnam;  each 

60  Lieut.  Col.  John  Trumbull,  the  artist.  The  sketches,  with  Washington's  letter,  which 
is  a  L.  S.  in  the  writing  of  Joseph  Reed,  are  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

60  A  copy  of  Noyes's  letter,  by  Mifflin,  is  filed  with  Washington's  in  the  Tapers  of 
the  Continental  Congress.  It  describes  the  situation  in  Boston  and  the  mortality 
among  the  British  troops,  due  to  disease. 
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Division  into  two  Brigades  consisting  of  about  6  Regiments 
each,  commanded  by  the  Generals  Thomas  and  Spencer  at  Rox- 
bury;  Heath  at  Cambridge,  Sullivan  and  Green  on  Winter  Hill. 
By  this  you  will  observe  there  is  a  Dificiency  of  one  Brigadier 
General  occasioned  by  Mr.  Pomroy's  refusal  to  accept  his  com- 
mission, which  I  beg  leave  to  request  may  be  filled  up  as  soon 
as  possible. 

I  observe  the  Congress  have  honored  me  with  the  Appoint- 
ment of  3  Brigade  Majors.  I  suppose  they  have  or  intend  to 
appoint  the  rest  soon,  as  they  cannot  be  unacquainted  that  one 
is  necessary  for  each  Brigade,  and  in  a  new  raised  Army  it  will 
be  an  Office  of  great  Duty  and  Service. 

General  Gage  has  at  length  liberated  the  People  of  Boston, 
who  land  in  numbers  at  Chelsea,  every  Day. — the  Terms  on 
which  the  Passes  are  granted  as  to  Money,  Effects  and  Provi- 
sions correspond  with  Mr.  Noyes's  Letter. 

We  have  several  reports  that  General  Gage  was  dismantling 
the  Castle  and  bringing  all  the  Cannon  up  to  Town;  but  upon 
a  very  particular  Inquiry,  Accounts  are  so  various  I  cannot 
ascertain  the  Truth  of  it.  I  am  sorry  to  be  under  a  necessity  of 
making  such  frequent  Examples  among  the  Officers,  where 
a  Sense  of  Honor  and  the  Interest  of  their  country  might  be 
expected  to  make  Punishment  unnecessary.  Since  my  last,  Cap- 
tain Parker  of  Massachusetts  for  frauds  in  drawing  Provisions 
and  Captain  Gardiner  of  Rhode  Island  for  cowardice,  in  run- 
ing  away  from  his  Guard  on  an  Alarm,  have  been  broke.  As 
nothing  can  be  more  fatal  to  an  Army  than  crimes  of  this  kind, 
I  am  determined,  by  every  motive  of  reward  and  Punishment, 
to  prevent  them  in  future. 

Yesterday  a  Chief  of  theCagnewaga  Tribe,61  who  lives  within 
6  miles  from  Montreal,  came  in  here  accompanied  by  a  Col: 

61  Chief  Louis,  of  the  Caugnewagas. 


398  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Aug. 

Bailey  of  Cohoss.62  His  Accounts  of  the  Temper  and  Disposi- 
tion of  the  Indians  are  very  favourable;  He  says  they  have  been 
strongly  sollicited  by  Governor  Carlton68  to  engage  against 
us:  But  his  Nation  is  totally  averse;  that  Threats  as  well  as 
Intreaties  have  been  used  without  Effect;  That  the  Canadians 
are  well  disposed  to  the  English  Colonies  and  if  any  Expedition 
is  meditated  against  Canada,  the  Indians  in  that  Quarter  will 
give  all  their  Assistance. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  cherish  those  favorable  Dispositions 
and  recommended  to  him  to  cultivate  them  on  his  return. 
What  I  have  said,  I  enforced  with  a  Present,  which  I  under- 
stood would  be  agreeable  and  as  he  is  represented  to  be  a  man 
of  weight  and  consequence  in  his  own  Tribe,  I  flatter  myself  his 
visit  will  have  a  good  Effect.  His  Account  of  Governor  Carl- 
ton's Force  and  Situation  at  St.  Johns  corresponds  with  what 
we  have  already  had  from  that  Quarter. 

The  accession  of  Georgia  to  the  measures  of  the  Congress  is  a 
happy  Event  and  must  give  a  sincere  Pleasure  to  every  Friend 
of  America.64 

August  5th. 

We  have  Accounts  this  morning  of  two  Explosions  at  the 
Castle,  so  that  its  Destruction  may  be  now  supposed  certain.  I 
have  this  morning  been  much  alarmed  with  an  Information, 
that  two  Gentlemen  from  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Hitchbourn65  and 
Captain  White66  with  Letters  for  General  Lee  and  myself, 

62  Col.  Jacob  Bayley,  later  a  brigadier  general  of  New  Hampshire  troops  and  deputy 
quartermaster  general  at  Coos.  He  was  active  in  pushing  the  project  for  a  military 
road  from  the  Connecticut  River  to  St.  Johns,  in  Canada. 

83 Sir  Guy  Carleton,  then  Governor  of  Canada,  and,  later,  British  commander  in 
chief  in  America. 

64  Sending  of  delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

65 Benjamin  Hitchbourn.  He,  later,  furnished  some  secret  intelligence  of  the  British. 
The  intercepted  letters  were  from  John  Adams  to  James  Warren  and  to  Abigail 
Adams.  They  were  published  in  Draper's  Massachusetts  Gazette  of  Aug.  17,  1775. 
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and  other  Gentlemen  have  been  taken  by  Captain  Ayscough  at 
Rhode  Island,  the  Letters  intercepted  and  sent  forward  to  Bos- 
ton with  the  Bearers  as  Prisoners.  That  the  Captain  exulted 
much  on  the  discoveries  he  had  made,  and  my  Informer,  who 
was  in  the  Boat  but  released,  understood  them  to  be  Letters  of 
consequence.  I  have  therefore  dispatch'd  the  Express  imme- 
diately back,  tho'  I  had  before  resolved  to  detain  him  'till 
Fessenden's  return;  I  shall  be  anxious  till  I  am  relieved  from 
the  Suspence  I  am  in,  as  to  the  Contents  of  these  Letters. 

It  is  exceedingly  unfortunate  that  Gentlemen  should  chuse 
to  travel  the  only  Road  on  which  there  is  Danger.  Let  the 
event  of  this  be  what  it  will,  I  hope  it  will  serve  as  a  general 
caution  against  trusting  any  Letters  that  way  in  future.  Noth- 
ing of  consequence  has  occurred  in  the  Camp  these  two  days. 
The  Inhabitants  of  Boston  continue  coming  out  at  Chelsea,  but 
under  a  new  restriction,  that  no  men  shall  come  out  without 
Licence,  which  is  refused  to  all  Mechanicks  since  the  Labourers 
were  taken  at  the  Light  House.67  I  am  &ca. 

To  LEWIS  MORRIS68 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  4, 1775. 
Dear  Sir :  I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  18th  ulto. 
by  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Burr,69  and  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  do 


"Read  before  Congress  on  September  13.  Congress  had  adjourned  on  August  1  to 
meet  on  September  5,  but  from  the  small  attendance  on  that  day  a  further  adjourn- 
ment was  made  to  September  13.  The  many  important  questions  raised  by  Wash- 
ington were  such  as  Congress  did  not  feel  competent  to  pass  upon  without  more 
definite  information.  To  secure  this  it  appointed  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Franklin,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  Lynch,  to  go  to  the  camp  and  consult  with  the 
General.   (See  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress,  September  29  and  30,  1775.) 

08  A  Delegate  from  New  York  to  the  Continental  Congress  and  a  Signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

""Probably  Matthias  Ogden  and  Aaron  Burr.  Both  of  them,  later,  served  in  the 
Quebec  expedition  and  both  became  lieutenant  colonels.  Ogden  became  colonel  of 
the  First  New  Jersey  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  in  1780. 
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that  justice  to  the  merits  of  those  gentlemen  which  you  think 
them  entitled  to.  Whenever  it  is,  I  shall  not  be  unmindful  of 
your  recommendations.  The  two  or  three  appointments  with 
which  I  have  been  honored  by  Congress  were  partly  engaged, 
before  I  received  your  letter,  and  you  will  please  recollect  that 
the  ultimate  appointment  of  all  other  officers  is  vested  in,  the 
governments  in  which  the  regiments  were  originally  raised.  I 
can  venture  to  pronounce,  therefore,  that  few  commissions  in 
this  army  will  be  disposed  of  out  of  the  four  New  England 
governments;  the  good  policy  and  justice  of  which,  you  may 
judge  of  as  well  as  I  can :  as  Volunteers  from  any  other  colonies, 
however  deserving  they  may  be  of  notice,  or  to  be  considered 
on  account  of  the  expence  which  they  are  run  to,  will  stand 
little  chance  whilst  there  is  an  application  from  any  person  of 
the  government  from  whence  the  Regiment  came. 

Admitting  this  to  be  the  case  and  I  believe  hardly  any  one 
will  doubt  it,  had  not  the  Congress  better  reserve  these  appoint- 
ments in  their  own  hands  ?  It  will  be  putting  the  matter  upon 
a  much  larger  bottom  and  giving  merit  a  better  chance;  nor 
do  I  see  any  inconvenience  arising  from  it,  as  it  is  highly  pre- 
sumable that  during  the  continuance  of  these  disturbances,  the 
Congress  will  be  chiefly  sitting,  or  acting  by  a  Committee  from 
whence  commissions  might  be  as  easily  obtained  as  from  a 
Provincial  Assembly  or  Congress.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
suggesting  this  matter,  as  I  conceive  the  service  will  be  in- 
finitely promoted  thereby;  as  merit  only,  without  a  regard  to 
Country  will  entitle  a  man  to  preferment,  when,  and  so  often 
as  vacancys  may  happen — Having  wrote  fully  to  the  Congress 
respecting  the  state  of  publick  affairs,  I  shall  refer  you  to  that, 
and  am,  &c.70 


"The  text  is  from  Ford. 
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*To  WILLIAM  TRENT71 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  4, 1775. 

Dr.  Sir :  Your  Letter  of  the  22d.Ulto.  came  to  my  hands  a  few 
days  ago;  the  hurry  of  business  in  which  General  Gates  neces- 
sarily got  Involved  immediately  upon  his  arrival  at  this  Camp 
put  your  Memorandum  out  of  his  head;  which  was  a  matter  of 
no  consequence,  as  Colo.  Mercer  is  already  fully  advertised 
of  every  circumstance  relative  to  the  Sale  of  his  Estate. 

As  I  have  none  of  the  Papers  with  me  I  cannot  from  Memory, 
recollect  the  particulars,  or  give  answers  to  the  sevl.  queries  you 
have  propounded;  but,  as  I  have  before  observed,  a  circumstan- 
tial acct.  was  transmitted  to  the  Colonel  before  I  left  Virginia 
in  May.  His  Estate  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  sold  for  up- 
wards of  ,£14,000  and  was  thought  scarce  sufficient  to  answer 
the  Mortgages  upon  it  in  England  and  Virginia;  it  was  sold  at 
12  Months  Credit  in  November  last,  so  that  no  Money  will  be 
due  till  next  Novr.,  consequently  none  can  be  remitted  sooner; 
and  whether,  in  these  times  of  publick  distress  and  confusion, 
there  can  be  any  collection  made  I  am  unable  to  say.  I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  of  the  acquisition  of  Powder  in  So.  Carolina,  and 
am,  etc. 

To  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

Head  Quarters,  August  5, 1775. 
Sir:  The  bearer  Col.  Baldwin  has  this  Morning  reported,  that 
among  others  out  of  Boston  the  Barrack  Master's  Wife  came 
yesterday,  and  is  now  detained  at  Maiden.  As  there  may  be 
Inconveniencies  from  Persons  being  suffered  indiscriminately 
to  go  thro'  the  Country  many  of  whom  are  undoubtedly 

71  Of  Trenton,  N.J. 
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disaffected  to  the  Public  Interest,  I  have  caused  a  Court  of  Inquiry 
to  set  upon  several;  but  the  Business  multiplies  so  fast,  and  we 
are  so  much  Strangers  to  the  Characters  and  Conduct  of  many, 
that  I  would  wish  to  put  it  on  some  more  proper  Footing; 
especially  as  it  takes  several  Field  Officers  every  D,ay  from  their 
Duty.  You  will  please  Sir,  to  lay  the  Matter  before  the  Genl. 
Court,  that  they  may  either  appoint  some  proper  Persons  more 
competent  to  this  Business,  or  take  such  other  Steps  as  shall 
appear  to  them  likely  to  remedy  the  Mischief;  Col.  Baldwin  is 
referred  to  the  General  Court  for  Directions  respecting  Mrs. 
Goldthwaite.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  5, 1775. 

Parole  Westminster.    Countersign  Richmond. 

For  the  establishment  of  order,  and  to  prevent  disputes  be- 
tween Officers,  as  well  for  fixing  a  regular  and  proper  distribu- 
tion of  the  Commissions  of  the  Continental  Army,  part  of 
which  are  already  arrived  from  the  Congress  and  the  rest 
hourly  expected.  It  is  ordered,  that  a  meeting  of  the  Field  Offi- 
cers of  each  Brigade,  be  held  to  morrow  Morning  at  Eight 
OClock,  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  Center  of  the  Encampment  of 
each  Brigade;  who  are  to  choose  by  Ballot  one  out  of  their  Body, 
to  represent  them  in  forming  a  Court,  for  the  Adjustment 
and  final  settlement  of  First.  The  Rank  of  the  Regiments  of 
the  Continental  Army,  and  numbering  of  each  Regiment 
accordingly;  as  all  differences  and  distinctions  are  now  to  be 
laid  aside;  The  Regiments  of  the  several  provinces  that  form 
the  Continental  Army,  are  to  be  considered  no  longer  in  a 
separate  and  distinct  point  of  view,  but  as  parts  of  the  whole 
Army  of  the  United  provinces.  Secondly.  The  Rank  of  all  the 
Field  Officers,  of  all  the  regiments  forming  the  Continental 
Army.  Thirdly.  The  Rank  of  all  the  Captains,  Subalterns  and 
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Staff  Officers;  and  as  doubts  may  arise,  which  cannot  be  deter- 
min'd  by  the  Six  Field  Officers  so  chosen  by  ballot,  they  are 
hereby  directed,  to  choose  by  ballot,  one  Brigadier  General, 
who  will  preside  as  Moderator  of  the  Court,  for  finally  settling 
the  Rank  of  all  the  Corps,  and  all  the  Commission'd  Officers, 
that  compose  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies.  This  Court 
being  duly  constituted  and  appointed,  are  to  sit  on  Monday 
Morning  next,  at  Deacon  Jones's,  in  Cambridge. 

The  Church  to  be  cleared  to  morrow,  and  the  Rev'd  Mr. 
Doyles  will  perform  Divine  Service  therein  at  ten  OClock. 

To  JAMES  WARREN 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  6, 1775. 

Sir:  I  should  be  very  glad  to  procure  Mr.Hitchbourn's  release 
agreeable  to  your  favor  of  Yesterday,  if  I  could  think  of  any 
Mode  in  which  it  was  practicable.  To  propose  it  on  any  other 
Footing  than  an  Exchange,  would  I  fear  expose  the  application 
to  contempt;  as  I  observe  he  is  included  in  the  Note,  delivered 
me  this  Morning  by  a  Committee  from  the  Genl.  Court,  I  ap- 
prehend it  had  best  be  left  on  that  footing,  and  is  the  most  likely 
to  be  successful. 

It  is  very  Surprizing,  if  the  Letters  intercepted  are  of  Conse- 
quence, that  those  Gentlemen  should  act  so  imprudent  a  Part. 
If  their  suffering  only  affected  themselves,  I  should  not  think 
it  improper  that  they  should  feel  a  little  for  their  Misconduct 
or  Negligence.  I  am  with  much  truth  and  regard,  Sir  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  7, 1775. 
Parole  Newcastle.    Countersign  Maldin. 
Captain  Hilton  of  Col  Patterson's  Regiment,  tried  by  a  Gen- 
eral Court  martial  for  "Neglect  of  duty"  is  found  guilty  of  a 
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Breach  of  the  49th  Article  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the 
Massachusetts  Army ;  They  therefore  sentence  him  to  receive  a 
severe  reprimand  from  the  Commanding  Officer  at  the  head  of 
the  regiment. 

Application  having  been  made  for  Sutlers  to  supply  the  dif- 
ferent Regiments  with  Necessaries:  The  Commander  in  Chief 
has  no  Objection  to  each  Colonel  appointing  one  for  his  par- 
ticular regiment,  provided  the  public  is  not  to  be  tax'd  with  any 
Expence  by  the  Appointment,  and  provided  also;  that  each 
Colonel  doth  become  answerable  for  the  Conduct  of  the  Sutler 
so  appointed,  and  taking  care,  that  he  conform  strictly  to  all 
Orders  given  for  the  regulation  of  the  Army,  and  that  he  does 
not  in  any  Instance  attempt  to  impose  upon  the  Soldiers  in  the 
price  of  their  goods.  No  Officer  directly,  or  indirectly,  is  to  be- 
come a  Sutler.  It  is  in  an  especial  manner  recommended  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  each  regiment,  to  see  that  a  Store  of 
shoes  and  shirts,  are  laid  in  for  the  Men,  as  those  are  at  all  times 
necessary.  The  General  also  recommends  it  to  the  Colonels, 
to  provide  Indian  Boots,  or  Leggins,  for  their  men,  instead  of 
stockings;  as  they  are  not  only  warmer,  and  wear  longer,  but 
(by  getting  them  of  a  colour)  contribute  to  uniformity  in  dress; 
especially,  as  the  General  has  hopes  of  prevailing  with  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  to  give  each  Man  a  hunting  shirt. 

For  the  future,  no  Return  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  Adjutant 
General,  that  is  not  signed  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Regiment,  or  Corps,  specified  by  the  return;  and  it  is  expected, 
that  the  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments,  do  not  receive 
any  Return  from  their  Adjutants,  unless  he  at  the  same  time, 
presents  the  said  Commanding  Officer,  with  a  particular  Re- 
turn, signed  by  the  respective  Captains  of  Companys,  in  the 
regiment  he  commands. 
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To  JOSEPH  PALMER72 

Cambridge,  August  7, 1775. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  yesterday  came  duely  to  my  hands.  As  I 
did  not  consider  local  appointments,  as  having  any  operation 
upon  the  general  one,  I  had  partly  engaged  (at  least  in  my  own 
mind)  the  office  of  Quartermaster-Genl.  before  your  favor  was 
presented  to  me. 

In  truth  Sir,  I  think  it  sound  policy  to  bestow  Officers  indis- 
criminately among  the  Gentlemen  of  the  different  Governmts.; 
for  as  all  bear  a  proportionable  part  toward  the  expence  of  this 
war,  if  no  Gentlemen  out  of  these  four  Governments  come  in 
for  any  share  of  the  appointments,  it  may  be  apt  to  create  jeal- 
ousies which  will,  in  the  end,  give  disgust;  for  this  reason,  I 
would  earnestly  recommend  to  your  Board  to  provide  for  some 
of  the  Volunteers  who  are  come  from  Philadelphia  with  very 
warm  Recommendations,  tho'  strangers  to  me. — 

In  respect  to  the  Boats  &c.  from  Salem,  I  doubt,  in  the  first 
place,  whether  they  can  be  brought  over  by  Land — in  the  Sec- 
ond, I  am  sure  nothing  could  ever  be  executed  hereby  Surprize; 
as  I  am  well  convinced  that  nothing  is  transacted  in  our  Camp, 
or  Lines,  but  what  is  known  in  Boston  in  less  than  24  hours, — 
indeed,  Circumstanced  as  we  are  it  is  scarce  possible  to  do 
otherwise,  unless  we  were  to  stop  the  Communication  between 
the  Country  and  our  Camp  and  Lines;  in  which  case,  we  shd. 
render  our  Supplies  of  Milk,  Vegetables  &c.  difficult  and  preca- 
rious.— We  are  now  building  a  kind  of  Floating  Battery,  when 
that  is  done  and  the  utility  of  it  discovered,  I  may  possibly  apply 
for  Timber  to  build  more,  as  Circumstances  shall  require.  I  re- 
main with  great  esteem  Sir,  &c.73 

"Palmer  was  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature.  His  reply 
to  this  letter,  dated  Aug.  n,  1775,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
"The  text  is  from  Ford,  who  obtained  it  from  George  Haven  Putnam. 
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To  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

Head  Quarters,  August  7, 1775. 

Sir:  By  the  General  Return  made  me  for  last  Week,  I  find 
there  are  great  Numbers  of  Soldiers  and  nonCommissioned 
Officers  who  absent  themselves  from  Duty,  the  greatest  part 
of  which,  I  have  reason  to  believe  are  at  their  respective  homes 
in  different  Parts  of  the  Country;  some  employed  by  then- 
Officers  on  their  Farms  and  others  draw  in  Pay  from  the  Public, 
while  they  are  working  on  their  own  Plantations  or  for  Hire; 
My  utmost  Exertions  have  not  been  able  to  prevent  this  base 
and  pernicious  Conduct,  I  must  therefore  beg  the  Assistance  of 
the  General  Court,  to  cooperate  with  me  in  such  Measures  as 
may  remedy  this  Mischief;  I  am  of  opinion  it  might  be  done 
either  wholly  or  in  Part  by  the  Committee's  in  the  several 
Towns,  making  strict  and  impartial  Inquiry  of  such  as  are  found 
absent  from  the  Army,  upon  what  account  they  have  left  it  by 
whose  leave  and  for  what  Time;  to  require  such  as  have  no 
Impediment  of  Sickness  or  other  good  Reason  to  return  to 
their  Duty  immediately,  or  in  case  of  failure,  to  send  an  Ac- 
count of  their  Names,  the  Company  and  Regiment  to  which 
they  belong,  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  that  I  may  be  able  to 
make  Examples  of  such  Delinquents. 

I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  ruinous  Consequences  of  suffer- 
ing such  infamous  Deserters  and  Defrauders  of  the  Public,  to 
go  unnoticed  or  unpunished ;  nor  use  any  Arguments  to  induce 
the  General  Court  to  give  it  immediate  attention: — the  Neces- 
sity of  the  case  does  not  permit  me  to  doubt  the  continued  Exer- 
tions of  that  Zeal  which  has  distinguished  the  General  Court, 
upon  less  important  Occasions.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  etc. 

P.  S  the  inclosed  respects  a  Prisoner  sent  up  from  Prospect 
Hill,  who  is  sent  herewith  under  Guard  for  Examination  of 
the  Comtee.  appointed  for  that  Purpose. 
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To  THE  NEW  YORK  LEGISLATURE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  8, 1775. 

Gentn :  It  must  give  great  concern  to  any  Considerate  Mind, 
that,  when  this  whole  Continent,  at  a  vast  Expense  of  Blood 
and  Treasure,  is  endeavouring  to  Establish  Liberties  on  the 
most  secure  and  Solid  Foundations,  not  only  by  a  laudable 
Opposition  of  Force  to  Force,  but  denying  itself  the  usual  ad- 
vantages of  Trade;  there  are  men  among  us  so  basely  sordid 
as  to  Counteract  all  our  Exertions,  for  the  sake  of  a  little  Gain. 
You  cannot  but  have  heard  that  theDisstresses  of  the  Ministerial 
Troops,  for  fresh  Provisions  and  many  other  Necessaries,  at 
Boston,  were  very  great;  It  is  a  Policy,  Justifiable  by  all  the  Laws 
of  War,  to  endeavour  to  increase  them; Desertions, Discourage- 
ment, and  a  Dissatisfaction  with  the  Service,  besides  weakening 
their  strength,  are  some  of  the  Natural  Consequences  of  such  a 
Situation;  and,  if  continued,  might  afford  the  fairest  Hope  of 
Success,  without  further  EfTusion  of  human  Blood.  A  vessel 
cleared  lately  out  of  New  York  for  St.  Croix,  with  fresh  Provi- 
sions and  other  Articles,  has  just  gone  into  Boston,  instead  of 
pursuing  her  Voyage  to  the  West  Indies;  I  have  endeavoured 
to  discover  the  Name  of  the  Captain  or  Owner,  but,  as  yet,  with- 
out success;  The  Owner  (it  is  said)  went  to  St.  Croix  before  the 
Vessel,  from  which  and  her  late  arrival,  I  make  no  doubt  you 
will  be  able  to  discover  and  expose  the  Villain.  And,  if  you  could 
fall  upon  some  effectual  Measures,  to  prevent  the  like  in  future, 
it  would  be  doing  a  Signal  Service  to  our  Common  Country.74 

I  have  been  endeavouring,  by  every  means  in  my  Power,  to 
discover  the  future  Intentions  of  our  Enemy  here75  I  find  a 

74  The  New  York  Legislature  referred  the  matter  to  a  committee,  and  on  August  25 
Johan  Chr.  Drewidz  was  arrested  on  suspicion. 

T5In  Washington's  "Accounts"  in  the  Washington  Papers,  there  is  the  following 

entry:  "1775,  July  15.  To  333 1/3  Dollars  given  to to  enduce  him  to  go  into 

the  Town  of  Boston;  to  establish  a  secret  correspondence  for  the  purpose  of  convey- 
ing intelligence  of  the  Enemys  movements  and  designs." 
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General  Idea  prevailing  thro'  the  Army  and  in  the  Town  of 
Boston,  that  the  Troops  are  soon  to  leave  the  Town  and  go  to 
some  other  Part  of  the  Continent.  New  York  is  the  Place 
generally  mentioned  as  their  Destination.  I  should  think  a 
Rumour  or  Suggestion  of  this  kind  worthy  of  very  little  Notice, 
if  it  was  not  confirmed  by  some  corresponding  Circumstances. 
But  a  four  Weeks  total  Inactivity,  with  all  their  Reinforcements 
arrived  and  recruited;  the  daily  Diminution,  by  Desertions, 
Sickness  and  small  Skirmishes,  induce  an  Opinion,  that  any 
Effort  they  propose  to  make,  will  be  directed  elsewhere. 

I  thought  it  proper  just  to  hint  to  you  what  is  probably  in- 
tended ;  you  will  then  consider  what  Regard  is  to  be  paid  to  it, 
and  what  steps  will  be  proper  for  you  to  take,  if  any.  I  am, 
with  great  Respect  &  Regard,  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  8, 1775. 

Parole  Portsmouth.    Countersign  Northumberland. 

As  the  number  of  absent  Sick  by  the  last  returns,  are  astonish- 
ingly great,  it  is  ordered  that  the  Names  of  each  man  (absent 
under  that  pretence)  be  given  in  by  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  each  Regiment,  and  signed  by  him;  setting  forth  the  Town 
which  each  particular  Soldier  is  gone  to,  that  the  Committee 
thereof  may  be  applied  to,  to  inspect  into  the  Nature  of  their 
Complaints,  and  make  report  of  those,  who  are  fit  for  duty.  It 
has  been  intimated  to  the  General,  that  some  Officers,  under 
pretence  of  giving  Furloughs  to  Men,  recovering  from  Sick- 
ness, send  them  to  work  upon  their  Farms,  for  their  own  pri- 
vate Emolument,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  public  is  taxed  with 
their  pay,  if  not  with  their  provisions;  These  insinuations  being 
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but  obliquely  made,  the  General  is  unwilling  to  believe,  that 
any  Officer  can  be  so  lost  to  all  Sense  of  honour  as  to  defraud 
the  public  in  so  scandalous  a  Manner,  and  therefore  does  not 
at  present  pay  any  further  Regard,  to  the  Insinuation,  than  to 
declare,  that  he  will  shew  no  Favor  to  any  Officer,  who  shall  be 
found  guilty  of  such  iniquitous  practices:  But  will  do  his  ut- 
most endeavours,  to  bring  them  to  exemplary  punishment; 
and  the  disgrace  due  to  such  Mal-conduct. 

The  following  is  the  Ration  of  Provisions  allowed  by  the 
Continental  Congress  unto  each  Soldier  (viz)76 

One  pound  of  fresh  beef,  or  54  of  a  pound  of  Pork,  or  one  pound  of 
Salt  Fish,  pr.  diem. 

One  pound  of  Bread,  or  Flour  pr.  diem. 

Three  pints  of  Peas,  or  Beans  pr.  Week,  or  Vegetables  equivalent,  at 
5/  pr.  Bushel  for  Peas  or  Beans. 

One  pint  of  milk  pr.  Man,  pr.  Diem,  when  to  be  had. 

One  half  pint  of  Rice,  or  one  pint  of  Indian  meal  pr.  Man,  pr.  Week. 

One  quart  of  Spruce  Beer  per  man,  pr.  diem,  or  9  Gallons  of  molasses 
pr.  Company  of  100  Men. 

Three  pounds  of  Candles  to  100  Men  pr.  Week,  for  Guards  &c. 

Twenty -four  pounds  of  soft,  or  eight  pounds  of  hard  Soap  for  100 
Men  per  week. 

One  Ration  of  Salt,  one  ditto  fresh,  and  two  ditto  Bread,  to 
be  delivered  Monday  morning;  Wednesday  morning  the  same. 
Friday  morning  the  same,  and  one  ditto  salt  Fish. 

All  weekly  allowances  delivered  Wednesday  morning,  where 
the  number  of  regiments  are  too  many  to  serve  the  whole  the 
same  day,  then  the  Number  to  be  divided  equally,  and  one  part 
served  Monday  Morning,  the  other  part  Tuesday  Morning, 
and  so  through  the  week. 


76The  first  mention  of  the  ration  constituent  made  in  the  Journals  of  the  Continental 
Congress  is  of  Nov.  4,  1775. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  9, 1775. 

Parole  Rochester.    Countersign  Plymouth. 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  each  Regiment,  or  Corps,  is  to 
send  a  Return  at  Orderly  time,  to  morrow  to  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, of  the  number  of  Tents  or  boards,  which  are  wanted  to 
cover  the  men,  that  they  may  be  provided  as  soon  as  possible. 
They  are  also  to  give  in  the  Names  of  such  of  their  men,  who 
neither  have  received  Blankets,  or  who  lost  them  in  the  engage- 
ment, on  Bunkers-hill. 

As  there  are  several  Vacancies  in  the  different  Regiments,  if 
there  are  any  particular  Gentlemen,  who  signalized  themselves 
in  the  Action  on  Bunkers  hill,  by  their  spirited  behaviour  and 
good  conduct,  and  of  which,  sufficient  proof  is  adduced  to 
the  General;  He  will,  in  filling  up  the  Commissions,  use  his 
endeavours  to  have  them  appointed  (if  not  already  Commis- 
sion'd)  to  some  Office,  or  promoted  if  they  are;  as  it  will  give 
him  infinite  pleasure  at  all  times  to  reward  Merit,  wherever 
it  is  to  be  found. 

Col  Learnerds  Regiment  to  join  General  Thomas's  Brigade, 
and  Col  Huntington's  to  join  General  Spencer's  brigade. 

Capt.  Ballard77  of  Col  Fryes  Regiment  tried  by  the  late  Gen- 
eral Court-Martial  for  "profane  swearing  and  for  beating,  and 
abusing  his  men":  The  Court  find  the  Prisoner  guilty,  in  two 
Instances  of  profane  swearing  and  of  beating  his  men,  and 
therefore  sentence  him  to  pay,  a  Fine  of  Four  Shillings,  for 
each  offence. 

Capt  Jesse  Saunders  of  Col  Sargeants  Regiment,  tried  by  the 
late  General  Court  Martial  for  "frequently  drawing  more  Pro- 
visions, than  he  had  men  in  his  Company  to  consume;  for 

"William  Hudson  Ballard,  of  Fry's  Massachusetts  regiment. 


1775]  ARTICLES  OF  WAR  411 

forcing  the  Sentry,  and  taking  away  a  Gun,  the  property  of 
William  Turner;  and  threatening  the  Life  of  Serjeant  Connor, 
Cocking  and  presenting  his  Gun  at  him,  when  in  the  execution 
of  his  duty"  The  Court  are  unanimously  of  Opinion,  that  the 
prisoner  is  guilty  of  the  whole  of  the  Charge,  exhibited  against 
him,  and  unanimously  adjudge  that  he  be  forthwith  cashiered. 
The  General  approves  the  above  sentences,  and  orders  them  to 
be  put  in  immediate  execution. 

To  morrow  the  Rules  and  Articles  formed  by  the  Hon:  the 
Continental  Congress  for  the  Government  of  the  Troops  of 
the  Twelve  United  Colonies;  will  be  delivered  out,  to  be  distrib- 
uted through  the  several  Corps  of  the  Army78 — They  are  to  be 
signed  by  the  several  Officers  of  each  Regiment,  beginning 
with  the  Colonels,  and  then  by  the  Soldiers;  in  the  blank  Leaves 
left  for  that  purpose;  and  after  they  are  so  subscribed,  they  are 
to  be  deposited  with  the  Captain  of  each  Company — If  there 
are  any  Officers,  or  Soldiers,  who  refuse  to  sign  them,  their 
Names,  the  Company's  and  Regiments  to  which  they  respec- 
tively belong,  are  to  be  reported  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
without  delay. 

Mr.  JohnGoddard  is  appointed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief; 
Waggon  Master  General  to  the  Army  of  the  Twelve  United 
Colonies,  and  is  to  be  obeyed  as  such. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

August  9, 1775. 

Sir:  From  some  late  Intelligence  out  of  Boston  and  sundry 

corroborating  Circumstances,  there  is  great  Reason  to  suspect 

that  the  Ministerial  Troops  intend,  either  to  make  a  Diversion 

to  the  Southward,  or  wholly  to  remove;  If  they  should  do 

78Adopted  on  June  30. 
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either,  it  is  most  Probable  New  York  is  the  Place  of  their  Desti- 
nation, I  therefore  think  it  most  advisable  that  the  Troops  of 
your  Colony,  who  have  not  yet  Marched,  or  may  easily  be  re- 
called, should  wait  further  Orders;  You  will  therefore  Sir,  be 
pleased  to  give  the  Necessary  Directions  for  the  purpose  as  soon 
as  Possible. 

No  occurrences  in  the  Camp  of  any  Consequence  since  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  last.  I  am  with  due  Regard  &c. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  10, 1775. 

Parole  Schuykill.    Countersign  Richmond. 

It  is  a  matter  of  exceeding  great  Concern  to  the  General,  to 
find,  that  at  a  time  when  the  united  efforts  of  America  are 
exerting  in  defence  of  the  common  Rights  and  Liberties  of 
mankind,  that  there  should  be  in  an  Army  constituted  for  so 
noble  a  purpose,  such  repeated  Instances  of  Officer's,  who  lost 
to  every  sense  of  honour  and  virtue,  are  seeking  by  dirty  and 
base  means,  the  promotion  of  their  own  dishonest  Gain,  to  the 
eternal  Disgrace  of  themselves,  and  Dishonour  of  their  coun- 
try— practices  of  this  sort  will  never  be  overlooked,  whenever 
an  Accusation  is  lodged,  but  the  Authors  brought  to  the  most 
exemplary  punishment.  It  is  therefore  much  to  be  wish'd,  that 
the  Example  of  Jesse  Saunders,  late  Captain  in  Col  Sergeants 
regiment,  will  prove  the  last  shameful  Instance  of  such  a  grov- 
eling disposition,  and  that  for  the  future,  every  Officer  for  his 
own  Honour,  and  the  sake  of  an  injured  Public,  will  make  a 
point  of  detecting  every  iniquitous  practice  of  this  kind;  using 
their  utmost  endeavours  in  their  several  Capacities,  to  lessen 
the  Expence  of  the  War,  as  much  as  possible,  that  the  great 
Cause  in  which  we  are  struggling  may  receive  no  Injury  from 
the  enormity  of  the  expence. 
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The  several  Pay  Masters  are  immediately  to  ascertain,  what 
pay  was  due  to  the  different  Regiments  and  Corps,  on  the  first 
day  of  this  Instant,  that  each  Man  may  receive  his  respective 
due,  as  soon  as  the  Money  arrives  to  pay  them. — It  is  earnestly 
recommended  that  great  Exactness  be  used  in  these  settle- 
ments, First,  that  no  man  goes  without  his  pay,  and  next,  that 
not  one  farthing  more  be  drawn  than  what  is  justly  due;  after 
this  the  pay  may  be  drawn  once  a  Month,  or  otherwise,  as  shall 
be  found  most  convenient,  in  the  mean  while  the  Soldiers  need 
be  under  no  Apprehension  of  getting  every  Farthing  that  is 
justly  their  due :  It  is  therefore  expected  that  they  do  their  duty 
with  that  cheerfulness  and  alacrity,  becoming  Men,  who  are 
contending  for  their  Liberty,  Property  and  everything  that  is 
valuable  to  Freemen,  and  their  posterity. 

To  THE  NEW  YORK  LEGISLATURE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  10, 1775. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  2d  Inst,  is  duly  received,  but  it  is  out 
of  my  power  to  Comply  with  the  Request  it  contains,  of  for- 
warding Commissions.  All  that  I  have  yet  received  from  the 
Honble.  Continental  Congress  are  far  short  of  the  Number 
required  in  this  Army;  for  which  Reason  when  at  New  York 
and  by  Letter  from  this  I  directed  General  Schuyler  to  apply  to 
the  Congress  at  Philadelphia  for  those  of  his  Department  as  the 
Shortest  and  easiest  Mode;  To  which  I  must  also  now  refer  you. 

We  have  had  no  Occurrence  in  the  Camp  for  several  Days 
worthy  Notice; — but  by  some  Advices  from  Boston  and  several 
Concurring  Circumstances,  we  have  great  Reason  to  Suspect 
a  Part  or  the  whole  of  the  Ministerial  Troops  are  about  to 
remove;  New  York  is  the  Place  generally  talk'd  of  as  their 
Destination,  I  give  you  the  Intelligence  as  it  came  to  me,  but  do 
not  vouch  for  its  Authenticity. 
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I  am  with  the  most  respectful  Regards  to  yourself  and  the 
Body  over  whom  you  preside,  Sir,  Yours,  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  11,  1775. 

Parole  Tunbridge.    Countersign  Squantum. 

Complaints  having  been  made  by  the  Inhabitants  to  the 
East  of  Watertown,  that  their  Gardens  are  robb'd,  their  Fields 
laid  waste,  and  Fences  destroyed;  Any  Person  who  shall  for 
the  future  be  detected  in  such  flagitious,  wicked  practices,  will 
be  punished  without  mercy. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  has  been  pleased  to  appoint 
Stephen  Moylan  Esq.  to  be  Muster  Master  General  to  the 
Army  of  the  United  Colonies;  he  is  in  all  things  touching  his 
duty,  as  Muster,  Master  General,  to  be  consider'd  and  obeyed 
as  such. 

To  THE  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  11, 1775. 

I  have  considered  the  papers  you  left  with  me  Yesterday; 
those  of  which  relate  to  Jones,79  shew  him  to  be  a  malignant 
and  inveterate  Enemy  to  his  Country,  and  I  trust  he  will  meet 
with  his  Deserts,  but  I  have  such  various  and  important  Mat- 
ters requiring  my  constant  attention,  that  I  must  beg  leave  to 
refer  him  and  all  others  under  similar  Circumstances  to  the 
Authority  of  the  Province  for  Punishment  and  safe  Custody. 

The  payment  of  the  Troops  is  of  such  indispensable  Neces- 
sity, that  I  must  endeavour  to  use  those  Powers  committed  to 
me  by  the  Honble.  Congress,  to  remove  this  cause  of  Com- 
plaint: I  propose  to  direct  the  New  Paymaster  to  commence 

"Ichabod  Jones. 
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his  Payments  from  the  ist  August  and  hereafter  continue  them 
Monthly;  I  have  consider'd  that  there  are  few  if  any  Men  who 
have  not  served  Two  Months  and  tho'  some  have  received  their 
Advance  twice,  it  cannot  be  supposed  there  are  many  who  have 
had  it.  The  two  Months  Service  will  then  be  set  against  the 
double  advance,  and  if  a  strict  Scrutiny  is  immediately  made, 
which  I  would  recommend,  the  Accounts  may  be  settled  to  that 
time,  the  Delinquents  probably  be  detected  and  in  the  end 
justice  be  done  both  to  the  Province  and  the  Men. 

If  any  Embezzlements  have  been  made  by  the  officers,  they 
will  stand  accountable  to  the  Public,  but  at  all  Events  the  Sol- 
diers are  entitled  to  and  must  have  their  Pay  if  any  service  is 
expected  from  them.  The  Shirts,  Shoes,  Breeches  and  Stock- 
ings, Provided  by  the  Province  can  be  taken  on  the  Continental 
Account :  but  I  apprehend  there  will  not  be  the  same  Necessity 
to  provide  Coats;  the  Continental  Congress  having  ordered 
Hunting  Shirts,  as  an  outside  Dress  and  warm  waistcoats 
under  will  be  Cheaper  and  more  convenient.  As  to  the  Expe- 
dition proposed  against  Nova  Scotia  by  the  Inhabitants  of 
Machias,  I  cannot  but  applaud  their  Spirit  and  Zeal;  but,  after 
considering  the  Reasons  offered  for  it,  there  are  Several  objec- 
tions occur,  which  seem  to  me  unanswerable.80  I  apprehend 
such  an  Enterprize  inconsistent  with  the  General  Principal 
upon  which  the  Colonies  have  proceeded.  That  Province  has 
not  acceeded,  it  is  true,  to  the  Measures  of  Congress ;  and,  there- 
fore, they  have  been  excluded  from  all  Commercial  Intercourse 
with  the  other  Colonies;  But  they  have  not  Commenced  Hos- 
tilities against  them,  nor  are  any  to  be  apprehended.  To  attack 
them, therefore, is  a  Measure  of  Conquest,  rather  than  Defence; 
and  may  be  attended  with  very  dangerous  Consequences.  It 

80 Colonel  Thompson  had  proposed  to  raise  a  force  of  1,000  men,  and  a  fleet  of  four 
armed  vessels  and  eight  transports;  to  proceed  to  Windsor, captivate  the  Tories, make 
all  the  proselytes  possible;  and  then  proceed  to  Halifax  and  destroy  the  King's  dock- 
yard, if  thought  proper. — Ford. 
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might,  perhaps,  be  easy,  with  the  Force  proposed,  to  make  an 
Incursion  into  the  Province  and  overawe  those  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants who  are  Inimical  to  our  cause;  and,  for  a  short  time  prevent 
the  Supplying  the  Enemy  with  Provisions:  but  the  same  Force 
must  Continue  to  produce  any  lasting  Effects.  As  to  the  fur- 
nishing Vessels  of  Force,  you,  Gentn.  will  anticipate  me,  in 
pointing  out  our  weakness  and  the  Enemy's  Strength  at  Sea. 
There  would  be  great  Danger  that,  with  the  best  preparation 
we  could  make,  they  would  fall  an  easy  prey  either  to  the  Men 
of  War  on  that  Station,  or  some  who  would  be  detach'd  from 
Boston.  I  have  been  thus  particular,  to  satisfy  any  Gentlemen 
of  the  Court  who  should  incline  to  adopt  the  Measure,  I  could 
offer  many  other  Reasons  against,  some  of  which,  I  doubt  not, 
will  suggest  themselves  to  the  Honble.  Board. — But  it  is  un- 
necessary to  enumerate  them  when  our  Situation  as  to  Ammu- 
nition, absolutely  forbids  our  sending  a  single  ounce  out  of  the 
Camp  at  Present.  I  am,  Gentn.,  &c.81 

To  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  THOMAS  GAGE 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  n,  1775. 

Sir:  I  understand  that  the  Officers  engaged  in  the  Cause  of 
Liberty  and  their  Country,  who  by  the  Fortune  of  War  have 
fallen  into  your  Hands,  have  been  thrown,  indiscriminately, 
into  a  common  Gaol  appropriated  for  Felons;  That  no  Consid- 
eration has  been  had  for  those  of  the  most  respectable  Rank, 
when  languishing  with  Wounds,  and  Sickness;  that  some  have 
been  even  amputated,  in  this  unworthy  Situation. 

Let  your  Opinion,  Sir,  of  the  Principle  which  Actuates  them, 
be  what  it  may,  they  suppose  they  act  from  the  noblest  of  all 
Principles,  a  Love  of  Freedom,  and  their  Country :  But  political 
Opinions  I  conceive  are  foreign  to  this  Point;  the  Obligations 

81  The  letter  sent,  dated  Aug.  12,  1775,  in  the  writing  of  Joseph  Reed,  is  in  the 
archives  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society. 
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arising  from  the  Rights  of  Humanity,  and  Claims  of  Rank  are 
universally  binding,  and  extensive  (except  in  case  of  Retalia- 
tion) :  These  I  should  have  hoped,  would  have  dictated  a  more 
tender  Treatment  of  those  Individuals,  whom  Chance  or  War 
had  put  in  your  Power.  Nor  can  I  forbear  suggesting  its  fatal 
Tendency,  to  widen  that  unhappy  Breach,  which  you,  and 
those  Ministers  under  whom  you  act,  have  repeatedly  declared 
you  wish'd  to  see  forever  closed. 

My  Duty  now  makes  it  necessary  to  apprize  you,  that  for  the 
future  I  shall  regulate  my  Conduct  towards  those  Gentlemen, 
who  are  or  may  be  in  our  Possession,  exactly  by  the  Rule  you 
shall  observe  towards  those  of  ours,  now  in  your  Custody. 

If  Severity  and  Hardship  mark  the  Line  of  your  Conduct 
(painful  as  it  may  be  to  me)  your  Prisoners  will  feel  its  Effects: 
But  if  Kindness  and  Humanity  are  shewn  to  ours,  I  shall  with 
Pleasure  consider  those  in  our  Hands,  only  as  unfortunate,  and 
they  shall  receive  from  me  that  Treatment,  to  which  the  unfor- 
tunate are  ever  intitled. 

I  beg  to  be  favoured  with  an  Answer,  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
am  Sir,  etc.82 


82The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Joseph  Reed.    Gage  replied  (August  13) : 

"To  the  glory  of  civilized  nations,  humanity  and  war  have  been  compatible;  and 
compassion  to  the  subdued  is  become  a  general  system.  Britons  ever  pre-eminent  in 
mercy,  have  outgone  common  examples,  and  overlooked  the  criminal  in  the  captive. 
Upon  these  principles  your  prisoners,  whose  lives  by  the  law  of  the  land  are  destined 
to  the  cord,  have  hitherto  been  treated  with  care  and  kindness,  and  more  comfortably 
lodged  than  the  King's  troops  in  the  hospitals;  indiscriminately  it  is  true,  for  I 
acknowledge  no  rank,  that  is  not  derived  from  the  King. 

"My  intelligence  from  your  army  would  justify  severe  recrimination.  I  understand 
there  are  of  the  King's  faithful  subjects,  taken  some  time  since  by  the  rebels,  laboring, 
like  negro  slaves,  to  gain  their  daily  subsistence,  or  reduced  to  the  wretched  alterna- 
tive, to  perish  by  famine  or  take  arms  against  their  King  and  country.  Those  who 
have  made  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  in  my  hands,  or  of  your  other  friends  in 
Boston,  a  pretence  for  such  measures,  found  barbarity  upon  falsehood. 

"I  would  willingly  hope,  Sir,  that  the  sentiments  of  liberality,  which  I  have  always 
believed  you  to  possess,  will  be  exerted  to  correct  these  misdoings.  Be  temperate  in 
political  disquisition;  give  free  operation  to  truth,  and  punish  those  who  deceive  and 
misrepresent;  and  not  only  the  effects,  but  the  causes,  of  this  unhappy  conflict  will  be 
removed.  Should  those,  under  whose  usurped  authority  you  act,  control  such  a  dispo- 
sition, and  dare  to  call  severity  retaliation,  to  God,  who  knows  all  hearts,  be  the  appeal 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 
Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  13, 1775. 

Parole  Williamsburgh.    Countersign  Torrington. 

A  General  Court  Martial  to  sit  to  morrow  morning  to  try 
Col  John  Mansfield  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces,  accused  by 
three  of  his  Officers  of  high  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors:  One 
Brigadier  General,  and  twelve  Field  Officers,  to  compose  the 
Court. 

President  Brigdr.  Gen.  Green.83 

Col  James  Ried84  Col  Patterson85  Col  James  M.  Varnum80 
Col  Woodbridge87  Lt  Col  Wyman88  Lt  Col  March89  Lt  Col 
Holdon90  Lt  Col  Miller91  Major  Cudworth92  Major  Sawyer93 
Major  Butterick94  Major  Angell,95  Members. 

for  the  dreadful  consequences.  I  trust  that  British  soldiers,  asserting  the  rights  of  the 
state,  the  laws  of  the  land,  the  being  of  the  constitution,  will  meet  all  events  with 
becoming  fortitude.  They  will  court  victory  with  the  spirit  their  cause  inspires;  and, 
from  the  same  motive,  will  find  the  patience  of  martyrs  under  misfortune. 

"Till  I  read  your  insinuations  in  regard  to  ministers,  I  conceived  that  I  had  acted 
under  the  King,  whose  wishes,  it  is  true,  as  well  as  those  of  his  ministers,  and  of  every 
honest  man,  have  been  to  see  this  unhappy  breach  for  ever  closed;  but,  unfortunately 
for  both  countries,  those  who  long  since  projected  the  present  crisis,  and  influence  the 
councils  of  America,  have  views  very  distant  from  accommodation.  I  am,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant.  ,,~,i  /-.        » 

Gage's  letter,  which  was  written,  except  the  last  paragraph,  by  Gen.  John  Burgoyne, 
is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  August  14,  Joseph  Reed,  by  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  wrote  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Massachusetts,  directing  rigorous  and  retaliatory  measures  to  be  adopted  toward 
the  prisoners,  though  in  a  few  days  the  order  was  revoked,  and  they  were  directed  to 
show  every  indulgence  and  civility  to  the  prisoners,  so  long  as  they  demean  themselves 
with  decency  and  good  manners.  Reed's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  "Letter  Books" 
and  is  printed  in  Force's  American  Archives,  Fourth  Series,  vol.  3,  328. 

83  Brig.  Gen.  Nathanael  Greene. 

84 Col:  James  Reed,  of  the  Third  New  Hampshire  Regiment. 

85  Col.  John  Paterson,  of  a  Massachusetts  regiment. 

88  Col.  James  Mitchell  Varnum,  of  Rhode  Island. 

87 Col.  Benjamin  Woodbridge,  of  Massachusetts. 

88 Lieut.  Col.  Isaac  Wyman,  of  the  First  New  Hampshire  Regiment. 
Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Marsh,  of  Phinney's  Massachusetts  regiment. 

80Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  Holden,  of  Doolittle's  Massachusetts  regiment. 

91  Lieut.  Col.  William  Turner  Miller,  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  Regiment. 

82Major  Cudworth,  of  Brewer's  Massachusetts  regiment. 

03Maj.  Ephraim  Sawyer,  of  Whitcomb's  Massachusetts  regiment. 
Maj.  John  Butterick,  of  Nixon's  Massachusetts  regiment. 
5Maj.  Israel  Angell,  of  Hitchcock's  Rhode  Island  regiment. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  14, 1775. 

Parole  York.    Countersign  Yarmouth. 

Major  Thomas  Mifflin,  is  appointed  Quarter  Master  General, 
to  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies :  He  is  to  be  obeyed  as  such. 

As  the  Troops  are  all  to  be  mustered,  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  Muster  Master  General,  Stephen  Moylan  Esqr.,  will  de- 
liver the  Commanding  Officer  of  each  Regiment,  thirty  blank 
Muster  Rolls  upon  Friday  next,  and  directions  for  each  Captain, 
how  he  is  to  fill  up  the  blanks. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  14, 1775. 

Sir:  Your  Favor's  of  the  7th,  8th  and  12th  Inst,  are  all  received. 
The  Detention  of  the  New  Raised  Levies  has  happily  coincided 
with  my  Intentions  respecting  them.  In  the  present  uncertainty 
I  think  it  best  they  should  Continue  where  they  are  and  I  hope 
their  Officers  will  be  Assiduous  in  disciplining  and  improving 
them  in  the  use  of  their  Arms. 

Upon  the  Subject  of  Powder  I  am  at  a  Loss  what  to  say — our 
Necessities  are  so  great  and  it  is  of  such  Importance  that  this 
Army  should  have  a  full  Supply,  that  nothing  but  the  most 
urgent  and  pressing  Exigence  could  make  it  proper  to  detain 
any  on  its  way — I  have  been  informed  that  15  Hhds  were  lately 
landed  at  New  York  and  that  further  Supplies  were  daily  ex- 
pected both  there  and  at  Connecticut;  Should  there  be  any 
Arrivals,  I  beg  no  time  may  be  lost  in  forwarding  this  from 
Hartford  and  what  can  be  spared  from  the  necessary  Colony 
Stock.  Indeed  at  present  I  should  choose  you  to  forward  one  of 
these  Waggons  and  the  other  may  remain  where  it  is  till  we  see 
the  Issue  of  our  Expectations  on  this  Head.  The  Removal  from 
Boston  I  consider  as  very  precarious,  by  no  Means  deserving  to 
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have  so  much  Stress  laid  on  it.  We  begin  to  feel  a  Scarcity  of 
Lead  and  as  I  do  not  learn  that  we  are  to  expect  any  from  the 
Southward.  I  have  concluded  that  a  Part  of  the  Stock  found  at 
Ticonderoga  should  be  brought  down  and  for  this  Purpose 
have  wrote  to  Genl.  Schuyler.  I  am  not  sufficiently  Master 
of  the  Geography  of  the  Country  to  know  the  easiest  Mode  of 
Conveyance;  but  from  the  Time  in  which  Letters  have  come 
thro'  your  Hands,  I  apprehend  thro'  Connecticut  must  be  the 
best  and  most  expeditious.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  give 
us  your  Assistance,  and  take  the  Direction  of  this  Matter,  into 
your  own  Hands  to  which  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  you  will 
attend,  as  well  to  the  Expence,  as  other  Circumstances  con- 
ducive to  the  Public  Service. 

Nothing  new  in  the  Camp  for  several  days  past,  five  De- 
serters have  come  in  within  these  48  Hours,  but  they  bring  no 
Intelligence  of  any  Consequence.  Since  writing  the  above  I 
have  been  informed  there  is  a  Lead  Mine  in  your  Colony  which 
may  be  work'd  to  Advantage.  Cut  off  from  all  foreign  Supplies 
every  internal  Resource  is  worthy  of  attention  and  I  make  no 
doubt  if  my  Information  is  just  some  proper  Steps  may  be  taken 
to  hire  this  to  the  Public  Advantage.  I  am  Sir  &c. 

To  GOVERNOR  NICHOLAS  COOKE 

August  14, 1775. 
Sir :  Your  Favors  of  the  8th  &  nth  Instant,  are  duly  received; 
the  former,  I  laid  before  the  General  Court  of  this  Province,  but 
one  of  the  Delegates  having  communicated  to  them  what  Mr. 
Ward  did  to  you,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress 
touching  this  Powder,  nothing  was  done  towards  the  provid- 
ing of  Specie,  that  the  Vessel  might  proceed  to  other  Places  in 
case  of  a  Disappointment  at  the  first.  I  am  of  Opinion  that 
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the  Collection  of  any  considerable  Sum  here,  would  be  difficult 
in  the  Time  proposed  and  I  think  there  is  the  less  Necessity  for 
it,  as  there  are  few  Colonies  who  have  not  some  Vessel  out  on 
this  Errand,  and  will  probably  bring  all  that  is  at  Market.  Hav- 
ing conversed  with  Col  Porter  and  farther  considered  the  Mat- 
ter, I  am  of  Opinion,  it  ought  to  be  prosecuted  on  the  Single 
Footing  of  procuring  what  is  in  the  Magazine;  The  Voyage  is 
short,  our  Necessity  is  great,  the  Expectation  of  being  Supplied 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Island  under  such  Hazards  as  they 
must  run  is  slender,  so  that  the  only  Chance  of  Success  is  by 
a  sudden  stroke.  There  is  a  great  Difference  between  acquies- 
cing in  the  Measure  and  becoming  Principals,  the  former  we 
have  great  Reason  to  expect  the  latter  is  doubtful,  The  Powder 
by  all  our  Information  is  public  Property,  so  that  as  you  observe 
it  may  be  settled  with  our  other  Accounts.  The  draughting  of 
Men  from  hence  would  be  very  difficult  and  endanger  a  Dis- 
covery of  the  scheme;  I  am  not  clear  that  I  have  Power  to  send 
them  off  the  Continent  and  to  engage  them  as  Volunteers,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  make  their  Destination  known;  I  should 
suppose  the  Captain  who  is  to  have  the  Direction  of  this  Enter- 
prize,  would  rather  choose  to  have  Men  whom  he  knew  and  in 
whom  he  could  confide,  in  Preference  to  Strangers.  From 
what  Col  Porter  informs  me  I  do  not  see  that  Harris's  Presence 
is  absolutely  necessary,  and  as  his  Terms  would  add  Consider- 
ably to  the  Expence,  after  obtaining  from  him  all  the  Intelli- 
gence he  could  give,  his  attendance  might  be  dispensed  with. 
The  Vessel  lately  sent  out  to  cruise  for  the  Powder,  seems  to  me 
the  properest  for  this  Voyage,  and  as  the  Ten  Days  will  soon  be 
out,  if  no  objection  occurs  to  you  she  might  be  dispatch'd. 

I  have  given  Directions  respecting  the  Lead  at  Ticonderoga, 
which  I  am  of  opinion  with  you  is  the  surest  Mode  of  Supply  in 
that  Article. 
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I  have  sent  by  this  Opportunity  a  hunting  Shirt,  as  a  Pattern. 
I  should  be  glad  you  would  inform  me  of  the  Number  you 
think  I  may  expect. 

I  had  flattered  myself,  that  the  Vigilance  of  the  Inhabitants 
on  the  Islands  and  Coasts  would  have  disappointed  the  Enemy 
in  their  late  Expedition  after  live  Stock. — I  hope  nothing  will 
be  omitted  by  the  several  Committees  and  other  Persons  to 
guard  against  any  future  attempts,  by  removing  all  the  Stock 
from  these  Places,  where  their  Shipping  can  protect  them  in 
plundering.  I  do  assure  you  Sir,  that  it  would  be  rendering  a 
most  essential  Service  to  the  Public  Interest,  their  Distresses 
before  were  very  great,  and  if  renewed  after  their  present  sup- 
ply is  exhausted,  must  be  productive  of  very  great  advantages.96 
I  am  Sir  &c. 

To  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

Cambridge  Head  Quarters,  August  14, 1775. 
Sir:  His  Excellency  being  obliged  to  attend  some  Business  in 
the  Lines,  has  directed  me  to  acquaint  you  and  the  Honble. 
Court,  that  he  has  received  an  Answer  from  Genl.  Gage  which 
has  determined  him  to  order  the  officers  now  at  Watertown, 
together  with  those  from  Cape  Ann,  to  be  confined  in  North- 
ampton Goal.  Genl.  Gage  is  resolved  to  know  no  distinction 
of  Rank  among  our  Prisoners  in  his  Hands,  which  obliges 

""General  Gage  wrote  to  the  minister  (August  17)  that  the  ships  had  collected  and 
brought  in  1,300  sheep  and  100  oxen — a  very  seasonable  supply.  "We  owe  it,"  Bur- 
goyne  wrote  to  Lord  George  Germain,  "to  the  transports  arrived  and  sent  out  by 
General  Gage,  and  not  to  any  assistance  from  the  fleet."  The  complaints  against 
Admiral  Graves,  the  commander  of  the  fleet,  were  loud  and  general.  Burgoyne  ridi- 
culed his  inactivity  and  "Quaker-like  scruples";  W.  Eden  spoke  of  him  as  "a  corrupt 
admiral  without  any  shadow  of  capacity";  and  as  early  as  July  28,  the  King  wrote  to 
Lord  North:  "I  do  think  the  Admiral's  removal  as  necessary,  if  what  is  reported  is 
founded,  as  the  mild  General's"  (Gage).  Captain  Montague,  who  served  under 
Graves,  and  was  a  prejudiced  witness,  wrote  to  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  (August  9): 

"  The  G- 1  and  A 1  on  bad  terms,  the  latter  universally  despised,  his  character 

prostituted  in  the  basest  manner,  totally  ignorant  of  the  business  he  is  employed  on; 
he  only  turns  his  mind  to  find  out  ways  of  promoting  his  nephews." — Ford. 
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Genl.  Washington  (very  contrary  to  his  disposition)  to  observe 
the  same  Rule  of  Treatment  to  those  Gentlemen,  to  whom  it 
may  be  proper  to  explain  the  Reasons  of  a  Conduct,  which 
otherwise  may  appear  harsh  and  cruel. — The  Common  Men, 
the  General  Court  will  order  to  such  Places  as  they  think 
proper.  I  have  by  the  Generals  direction  also  inclosed  you  the 
Letter  from  Cape  Ann;— he  would  gladly  give  them  the  de- 
sired Assistance;  but  you  are  no  Strangers  to  the  State  of  our 
Ammunition.  We  have  Reason  to  expect  some  Speedy  Sup- 
plies, and  when  any  can  be  spared  from  the  Necessary  use  of 
the  Army  with  propriety,  it  will  doubtless  be  done;  In  the 
mean  Time,  his  Excellency  refers  them  to  the  General  Court 
for  the  Direction  and  Advice  they  Request.  I  have  the  Honor, 
etc.,  Joseph  Reed. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  PHILIP  SCHUYLER 

Cambridge  Camp,  August  15, 1775. 
Sir:  I  received  your  Favour  of  the  31st  July,  informing  me 
of  your  Preparations  to  cross  the  Lake,97  and  inclosing  the 
Affidavits  of  John  Shatforth,  and  John  Duguid.98  Several  In- 
dians of  the  Tribe  of  St.  Francis  came  in  here  Yesterday  and 
confirm  the  former  Accounts  of  the  good  Dispositions  of  the 
Indian  Nations,  and  Canadians  to  the  Interests  of  America. 
A  most  happy  Event,  on  which  I  sincerely  congratulate  you.99 

07  To  take  possession  of  St.  John's  and  Montreal,  Canada,  a  move  authorized  by  the 
resolve  of  Congress  of  June  27.  Schuyler  wrote  to  Washington  from  Ticonderoga, 
N.  Y.  (July  31) :  "  Since  my  last,  I  have  been  most  assiduously  employed  in  preparing 
materials  for  building  boats  to  convey  me  across  the  Lake.  The  progress  has  hitherto 
been  slow,  as  with  few  hands  I  had  all  the  timber  to  cut,  and  mills  to  repair  for  sawing 
the  plank;  and  my  draft  cattle  extremely  weak  for  want  of  feed,  the  drought  having 
scorched  up  every  kind  of  herbage.  I  have  now  one  boat  on  the  stocks,  which  I  hope 
will  carry  near  three  hundred  men.  Another  is  putting  up  to-day.  Provisions  of  the 
bread  kind  are  scarce  with  me,  and,  therefore,  I  have  not  dared  to  order  up  a  thousand 
men,  that  are  at  Albany,  lest  we  should  starve  here." 

93  Of  Charlotte  County,  N.  Y. 

80 "  Yesterday  Sen-night  arrived  at  the  camp  in  Cambridge,  Swashan,  the  Chief,  with 
four  other  Indians  of  the  St.  Francois  tribe,  conducted  thither  by  Mr.  Reuben  Colburn, 
who  has  been  honorably  recompensed  for  his  trouble.  The  above  Indians  came  hither 
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I  am  glad  to  relieve  you  from  your  Anxiety,  respecting  Troops 
being  sent  from  Boston  to  Quebeck.  These  Reports,  I  appre- 
hend, took  their  Rise  from  a  Fleet  being  fitted  out  about  four- 
teen Days  ago  to  plunder  the  Islands  in  the  Sound,  of  their  live 
Stock;  an  Expedition  which  they  have  executed  with  some 
Success,  and  are  just  returning;  but  you  may  depend  on  it  no 
Troops  have  been  detached  from  Boston  for  Canada  or  else- 
where. Among  other  Wants,  of  which,  I  find  you  have  your 
Proportion,  we  feel  that  of  Lead  most  sensibly,  and  as  we  have 
no  Expectation  of  a  Supply  from  the  Southward,  I  have  con- 
cluded to  draw  up  on  the  Stock  found  at  Ticonderoga,  when 
it  fell  into  our  Hands.  I  am  informed,  it  is  considerable,  and 
a  Part  of  it  may  be  spared,  without  exposing  you  to  any  Incon- 
venience. In  Consequence  of  this  I  have  wrote  to  Governor 
Trumbull,  to  take  the  Direction  of  the  Transportation  of  it, 
supposing  the  Conveyance  through  Connecticut  the  most  safe 
and  expeditious.  I  expect  he  will  write  you  on  this  Subject  by 
this  Opportunity. 

I  have  nothing  new,  my  dear  Sir,  to  write  you.  We  are  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  Situation  as  to  Enemy,  as  when  I  wrote  you 
last,  nor  can  I  gain  any  certain  Intelligence  of  their  future  In- 
tentions. The  Troops  from  the  Southward  are  come  in  very 
healthy  and  in  good  Order.1  Tomorrow  I  expect  a  Supply  of 
Powder  from  Philadelphia,  which  will  be  a  most  seasonable 
Releif  in  our  present  Necessity. 

God  grant  you  Health  and  Success  equal  to  your  Merit  and 
Wishes. — Favour  me  with  Intelligence  as  often  as  you  can, 
and  believe  me  with  very  sincere  Regard.  Dear  Sir,  Yours,  &c. 

to  offer  their  service  in  the  cause  of  American  liberty,  have  been  kindly  received,  and 
are  now  entered  the  service.  Swashan  says  he  will  bring  one  half  of  his  tribe  and  has 
engaged  4  or  5  other  tribes  if  they  should  be  wanted.  He  says  the  Indians  of  Canada 
in  general,  and  also  the  French,  are  greatly  in  our  favor,  and  determined  not  to  act 
against  us." — Pennsylvania  Gazette,  Aug.  30,  1775. 

xCapt.  Daniel  Morgan  and  his  company  of  riflemen  from  Virginia  arrived  in  camp 
on  the  6th. — Ford. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  15, 1775. 

Parole  Arlington.    Countersign  Bedford. 

David  Henly  Esqr.  is  appointed  Brigade  Major  to  Genl. 
Heath's  brigade. 

John  Trumbull  Esqr.  is  appointed  Brigade  Major  to  Genl. 
Spencers  brigade. 

Richard  Carey  Esqr.  is  appointed  Brigade  Major,  to  the 
Brigade  commanded  by  the  eldest  Colonel. 

Thomas  Chase,  Daniel  Box,  and  Alexander  Scammell  Esqrs. 
are  appointed  to  continue  to  do  the  duty  of  Brigade  Majors,  to 
the  Brigades  they  respectively  belong. 

Edmund  Randolph  and  George  Baylor  Esqrs  are  appointed 
Aids-de-Camp,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief:  All  and  every  of 
the  above  named  Gentlemen,  to  be  obeyed  in  their  respective 
capacitys — 

The  Quarter  Master  General  is  without  delay  to  examine 
the  Encampments  and  Coverings  of  different  Regiments  and 
Corps,  to  see  that  those  which  are  not  designed  to  remain  in 
Houses,  are  provided  as  soon  as  possible,  with  Tents  or  Boards, 
sufficient  for  their  Accomodation,  at  the  same  time,  he  is  to 
take  care  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  waste  of  the  latter;  and 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  Officers  building  such  large  houses,  as  some 
of  them  are  doing;  unless  they  are  intended  for  the  Accomoda- 
tion of  a  Number  sufficient  to  fill  them,  or  are  to  be  built  at 
their  own  expence;  But  no  large  house  to  be  placed  near  any  of 
the  Redoubts,  or  Lines. 

In  addition  to  the  Order  of  the  4th  Instant;  The  Colonel  or 
Commanding  Officer  of  each  Regiment  and  Corps,  is  to  cause 
an  exact  Account  to  be  taken  (by  his  Captains)  of  the  Number 
of  Cartridges  which  each  Man  is  possessed  of;  and  at  evening 
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at  Roll  Callg.,  have  them  examined,  as  directed  in  the  said 
Order;  when,  if  any  are  wanting,  and  cannot  be  accounted  for, 
the  delinquent,  over  and  above  the  punishment  due  to  his 
Offence,  is  to  be  charged  with  the  deficiency  and  so  much  of 
his  pay  stopt  accordingly. 

To  THE  OFFICER  COMMANDING  A  PARTY 
OF  RIFLEMEN,  TO  CAPE  ANN 

Head  Quarters,  August  16, 1775. 
Sir:  You  are  to  proceed  with  the  Detachment  of  Rifle-Men 
under  your  Command,  to  Cape  Ann,  where  you  are  to  en- 
deavour not  only  to  protect  the  Inhabitants  from  all  Attempts 
of  the  Enemy;  but  to  do  your  utmost  to  distress  and  annoy  any 
Detachment  from  the  ministerial  Army  that  may  be  sent  from 
Boston,  to  plunder,  or  destroy  that  Settlement.  Upon  your 
March,  and  during  your  Residence  at  Cape  Ann,  as  well  as 
upon  your  March  back  to  Camp,  you  will  observe  strict  Dis- 
cipline and  on  no  Account  suffer  any  under  your  Command 
to  pillage  or  marraud.  Upon  your  Arrival  at  Cape  Ann,  you 
will  dispatch  a  Messenger  to  acquaint  the  General  with  the 
State  you  find  Things  in  there :  and  you  will  frequently  report 
to  the  General  all  extraordinary  Occurrences  that  may  happen. 
I  am,  etc.2 

To  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  16, 1775. 
Sir:  I  am  informed  that  Captain  Obrien,  or  some  other  per- 
son, has  stopped  the  baggage  of  the  officers  taken  at  Machias, 
as  a  compensation  for  some  expense  incurred,  which  the  Gen- 
eral Court  did  not  think  proper  to  allow  him.  A  procedure  of 


2The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Thomas  Mifflin. 
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this  kind  would,  in  my  opinion,  much  dishonour  the  American 
arms,  and  be  attended  with  very  disagreeable  consequences. 
I  trust  therefore,  Sir,  that  the  General  Court  need  only  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  transaction  to  do  what  is  proper;  and,  as  the 
prisoners  are  entirely  under  their  direction,  will,  before  they 
remove  them  to  the  place  of  their  destination,  give  such  orders 
in  the  matter  as  to  prevent  any  reasonable  cause  of  complaint. 
I  am,  etc.3 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  16, 1775. 

Parole  Cumberland.    Counter  Sign  Dunstable. 

Capt.  Eleazer  Lindsey  of  Col.  Gerrishes  Regt.  tried  by  a  Gen- 
eral Court  Martial,  for  "absenting  himself  from  his  post,  which 
was  attacked  and  abandoned  to  the  enemy."  The  Court  on 
consideration  are  of  opinion  that  Capt.  Lindsey  be  discharged- 
the  service,  as  a  person  improper  to  sustain  a  Commission. 

John  Parke  Esqr.  is  appointed  an  Assistant  to  the  Quarter 
Master  Genl.;  he  is  to  be  obeyed  as  such. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

m 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  17, 1775. 

Parole  Exeter.    Countersign  Faulkland. 

Thomas  Chase  Esqr.  is  to  continue  to  do  duty  as  Major  of 
Brigade,  to  Brigadier  General  Thomas's  Brigade. 

Mr  Ezekiel  Cheever  is  appointed  Commissary  of  Artillery 
stores— The  Q  M  General,  Commissary  General  and  Commis- 
sary of  Artillery;  are  to  make  exact  Returns  of  all  the  Stores, 
Provisions  and  Necessaries  of  every  kind,  within  their  several 
departments:  and  they  are  to  lose  no  time,  in  collecting  the 

3  From  the  Toner  Transcripts  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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several  Articles,  which  may  be  in  the  hands  of  Committees, 
or  other  persons,  into  their  immediate  care;  and  they  are  to  be 
answerable  for  the  disposal  of  them. 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  Artillery  is  to  see  that  all  the 
Ordnance  Stores,  are  faithfully  collected,  and  put  under  the  Care 
of  the  Commissary  of  the  Artillery;  and  the  Commissary  of 
Artillery,  is  to  see  that  all  the  Powder,  Lead  and  Flints,  are 
placed  in  the  Magazine  appointed  to  receive  them. 

The  Muster  Master  General,  Stephen  Moylan  Esqr.  to  pro- 
ceed as  expeditiously  as  possible,  in  the  mustering  the  Troops 
and  when  he  has  delivered  his  Blank  Rolls  to  the  several  Regi- 
ments and  Corps,  he  is  to  fix  the  days  for  mustering  each 
Brigade,  with  the  Adjutant  General,  who  will  give  directions 
accordingly. 

The  Army  being  regularly  brigaded,  and  a  Major  of  Brigade 
appointed  and  fix'd  to  each  Brigade:  They  are  to  keep  an  exact 
Roster  of  duty  for  the  Officers,  Non  Commissioned  Officers  and 
Soldiers  of  their  respective  Brigades.  The  Adjutant  General 
will  assist  them  with  the  best  form  of  a  Roster  and  earnestly 
recommends  the  Use  thereof.  All  duties  of  Honor,  begin  with 
the  eldest  Officer  of  each  Rank,  and  duties  of  fatigue  with  the 
youngest.  Each  Major  of  brigade,  will  forthwith  fix  upon  a 
proper  spot,  as  near  as  can  be  to  the  Center  of  the  brigade,  for 
a  General  parade  of  the  brigade ;  where  all  parties  with  or  with- 
out Arms,  are  to  be  regularly  paraded,  and  marched  off,  in 
presence  of  the  Major  of  Brigade,  and  the  General  expects,  that 
the  Majors  of  Brigades,  are  not  only  alert,  but  exact  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty. 

The  Court  Martial  ordered  for  the  Trial  of  Col.  Mansfield,  to 
sit  to  morrow  Morning  at  eight  OClock  at  the  College  Chapel 
and  for  the  Trial  of  Col  Gerrish :  All  Evidences  and  persons 
concern'd  to  attend  the  Court. 


1775]  COURT-MARTIAL  SENTENCES  429 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  18, 1775. 

Parole  Gloucester.    Countersign  Hartford. 

John  Conner  of  Capt.  Olivers  Company,  Col  Doolittles  Regi- 
ment, tried  at  a  General  Court  Martial  for  "stealing  a  Cheese," 
the  property  of  Richd.  Cornell;  is  found  guilty  of  the  Charge 
and  adjudged  to  receive  thirty-nine  Lashes  upon  his  bare  back. 
The  General  approves  the  Sentence,  and  orders  it  to  be  exe- 
cuted at  the  relieving  the  main  guard;  at  the  head  of  the 
two  Guards. 

Joseph  Matthews  of  Capt.  Perkin's  Company  of  Artillery, 
tried  by  the  same  General  Court  Martial,  for  "selling  his  Gun, 
which  the  Select  Men  of  his  Town  had  given  him,  and  draw- 
ing pay  for  a  Blanket,  furnish'd  by  said  Select-men."  The  Court 
sentence  the  prisoner  to  receive  Ten  Lashes  upon  his  bare  back, 
and  order  Twelve  Shillings  to  be  stopped  from  his  pay,  to  repay 
Capt  Perkins  for  the  blanket. 

The  General  approves  the  Sentence,  and  orders  it  to  be  exe- 
cuted, at  the  head  of  the  Guards,  where  the  Company,  the 
Prisoner  belongs  to  is  posted. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  19, 1775. 

Parole  Jersey.    Countersign  Kendal. 

Col  Samuel  Gerrish  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces,  tried  by  a 
General  Court  Martial  of  which  Brigadier  Genl.  Green  was 
Presdt.  is  unanimously  found  guilty  of  the  Charge  exhibited 
against  him,  That  he  behaved  unworthy  an  Officer;  that  he 
is  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  the  49th  Article  of  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  of  the  Massachusetts  Army.  The  Court  therefore 
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sentence  and  adjudge,  the  said  Col  Gerrish,  to  be  cashiered, 
and  render'd  incapable  of  any  employment  in  the  American 
Army — The  General  approves  the  sentence  of  the  Court  mar- 
tial, and  orders  it  to  take  place  immediately. 

To  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  THOMAS  GAGE 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  20, 1775. 

Sir:  I  addressed  you  on  the  nth.  Instant  in  Terms,  which 
gave  the  fairest  Scope  for  the  Exercise  of  that  Humanity,  and 
Politeness,  which  were  supposed  to  form  a  Part  of  your  Char- 
acter. I  remonstrated  with  you  on  the  unworthy  Treatment, 
shewn  to  the  officers  and  Citizens  of  America,  whom  the  For- 
tune of  War,  Chance,  or  a  mistaken  Confidence,  had  thrown 
into  your  Hands. 

Whether  British  or  American  Mercy,  Fortitude,  and  Patience 
are  most  preeminent,  whether  our  virtuous  Citizens,  whom 
the  Hand  of  Tyranny  has  forced  into  Arms  to  defend  their 
Wives,  their  Children,  and  their  Property,  or  the  mercenary 
Instruments  of  lawless  Domination,  avarice  and  Revenge,  best 
deserve  the  Appellation  of  Rebels,  and  the  Punishment  of  that 
Cord,  which  your  affected  Clemency  has  forborne  to  inflict: 
whether  the  Authority,  under  which  Fact,  is  usurped,  or 
founded  upon  the  genuine  Principles  of  Liberty,  were  alto- 
gether foreign  to  the  Subject.  I  purposely  avoided  all  political 
Disquisition;  nor  shall  I  now  avail  myself  of  those  Advan- 
tages, which  the  sacred  Cause  of  my  Country  of  Liberty,  and 
human  Nature,  give  me  over  you :  Much  less  shall  I  stoop  to 
Retort  and  Invective.  But  the  Intelligence  you  say  you  have 
received  from  our  Army  requires  a  Reply.  I  have  taken  Time, 
Sir,  to  make  strict  Inquiry,  and  find  it  has  not  the  least  Founda- 
tion in  Truth.  Not  only  your  Officers  and  Soldiers  have  been 
treated  with  a  Tenderness,  due  to  Fellow-Citizens,  and  Breth- 
ren, but  even  those  execrable  Parricides,  whose  Counsels  and 
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Aid  have  deluged  their  Country  with  Blood,  have  been  pro- 
tected from  the  Fury  of  a  justly-enraged  People.  Far  from 
compelling  or  permitting  their  Assistance,  I  am  embarrassed 
with  the  Numbers,  who  crowd  to  our  Camp,  animated  with 
the  purest  Principles  of  Virtue,  and  Love  of  their  Country.  You 
advise  me  to  give  free  operation  to  Truth,  to  punish  misrepre- 
sentation and  Falsehood.  If  Experience  stamps  Value  upon 
Counsel,  yours  must  have  a  Weight,  which  few  can  claim. 
You  best  can  tell,  how  far  the  Convulsion,  which  has  brought 
Such  Ruin  on  both  Countries  and  shaken  the  mighty  Empire 
of  Britain  to  its  Foundation,  may  be  traced  to  these  malignant 
Causes. 

You  affect,  Sir,  to  despise  all  Rank,  not  derived  from  the 
same  Source  with  your  own,  I  cannot  conceive  one  more  hon- 
ourable, than  that,  which  flows  from  the  uncorrupted  Choice 
of  a  brave  and  free  People,  the  purest  Source,  and  original 
Fountain  of  all  Power.  Far  from  making  it  a  Plea  for  Cruelty, 
a  mind  of  true  Magnanimity,  and  enlarged  Ideas  would  com- 
prehend, and  respect  it. 

What  may  have  been  the  ministerial  Views,  which  have  pre- 
cipitated the  present  Crisis,  Lexington,  Concord,  and  Charles 
Town  can  best  declare.  May  that  God,  to  whom  you  then 
appealed,  judge  between  America,  and  you.  Under  his  Provi- 
dence, those  who  influence  the  Councils  of  America,  and  all  the 
other  Inhabitants  of  the  united  Colonies  at  the  Hazard  of  their 
Lives  are  determined  to  hand  down  to  Posterity  those  just  and 
invaluable  Privileges,  which  they  received  from  their  Ancestors. 

I  shall  now,  Sir,  close  my  Correspondence  with  you,  perhaps 
forever.  If  your  Officers,  our  Prisoners,  receive  a  Treatment 
from  me,  different  from  what  I  wish  to  shew  them,  they  and 
you  will  remember  the  Occasion  of  it.  I  am,  sir,  etc.4 

4 The  draft,  in  the  Washington  Papers,  is  in  the  writing  of  Joseph  Reed;  the  copy 
sent  by  Washington  to  Congress  is  in  that  of  Edmund  Randolph  and  is  dated 
August  19.    The  letter  sent  is  in  the  archives  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  and 
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*To  LUND  WASHINGTON 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  20, 1775. 

Dear  Lund :  Your  Letter  by  Captn.  Prince  came  to  my  hands 
last  night;  I  was  glad  to  learn  by  it  that  all  are  well,  the  acct. 
given  of  the  behaviour  of  the  Scotchmen  at  Port  Tobacco  and 
Piscataway  surprizd  and  vexed  me.  Why  did  they  Imbark  in 
the  cause  ?  What  do  they  say  for  themselves  ?  What  does  other 
say  of  them  ?  are  they  admitted  into  Company  ?  or  kicked  out 
of  it  ?  What  does  their  Countrymen  urge  in  Justification  of 
them?  they  are  fertile  in  invention,  and  will  offer  excuses 
where  excuses  can  be  made.  I  cannot  say  but  I  am  curious  to 
learn  the  reasons  why  men  who  had  subscribed,  and  bound 
themselves  to  each  other  and  their  Country,  to  stand  forth  in 
defence  of  it,  should  lay  down  their  arms  the  first  moment  they 
were  called  upon. 

Although  I  never  hear  of  the  Mill  under  the  direction  of 
Simpson,5  without  a  degree  of  warmth  and  vexation  at  his  ex- 
treame  stupidity,  yet,  if  you  can  spare  money  from  other  Pur- 
poses,! could  wish  to  have  it  send  to  him,  that  it  may,  if  possible, 
be  set  agoing  before  the  Works  get  ruined  and  spoilt,  and  my 
whole  money  perhaps  totally  lost.  If  I  am  really  to  loose  Bar- 
raud's  debt  to  me,  it  will  be  a  pretty  severe  stroke  upon  the  back 
of  Adams,  and  the  expence  I  am  let  into  by  that  confounded 
fellow  Simpson,  and  necessarily  so  in  Seating  my  Lands  under 
the  Management  of  Cleveland.6 

Spinning  should  go  forward  with  all  possible  dispatch,  as  we 
shall  have  nothing  else  to  depend  upon  if  these  disputes  con- 
tinue another  year.  I  can  hardly  think  that  Lord  Dunmore  can 

is  dated  the  20th.  Washington's  first  letter  to  Gage  (August  11)  and  Gage's  answer 
were  published  by  the  British  Government  in  the  London  Gazette  about  six  weeks 
later,  but  the  August  20  letter  was  ignored. 

"Gilbert  Simpson. 

"James  Cleveland. 
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act  so  low,  and  unmanly  a  part,  as  to  think  of  siezing  Mrs. 
Washington  by  way  of  revenge  upon  me;  howev'r,  as  I  sup- 
pose she  is,  before  this  time  gone  over  to  Mr.  Calvert's,  and  will 
soon  after  retng.,  go  down  to  New  Kent,  she  will  be  out  of  his 
reach  for  2  or  3  months  to  come,  in  which  time  matters  may, 
and  probably  will,  take  such  a  turn  as  to  render  her  removal 
either  absolutely  necessary,  or  quite  useless.  I  am  nevertheless 
exceedingly  thankful  to  the  Gentlemen  of  Alexandria  for  their 
friendly  attention  to  this  point  and  desire  you  will  if  there  is 
any  sort  of  reason  to  suspect  a  thing  of  this  kind  provide  a 
Kitchen  for  her  in  Alexandria,  or  some  other  place  of  safety 
elsewhere  for  her  and  my  Papers. 

The  People  of  this  government  have  obtained  a  Character 
which  they  by  no  means  deserved;  their  officers  generally 
speaking  are  the  most  indifferent  kind  of  People  I  ever  saw. 
I  have  already  broke  one  Colo,  and  five  Captains  for  Cowardice 
and  for  drawing  more  Pay  and  Provisions  than  they  had  Men 
in  their  Companies;  there  is  two  more  Colos.  now  under  arrest, 
and  to  be  tried  for  the  same  offences;  in  short  they  are  by  no 
means  such  Troops,  in  any  respect,  as  you  are  led  to  believe  of 
them  from  the  accts.  which  are  published,  but  I  need  not  make 
myself  Enemies  among  them,  by  this  declaration,  although  it 
is  consistent  with  truth.  I  dare  say  the  Men  would  fight  very 
well  (if  properly  Officered)  although  they  are  an  exceeding 
dirty  and  nasty  people;  had  they  been  properly  conducted  at 
Bunkers  Hill  (on  the  17th  of  June)  or  those  that  were  there 
properly  supported,  the  Regulars  would  have  met  with  a  shame- 
ful defeat,  and  a  much  more  considerable  loss  than  they  did, 
which  is  now  known  to  be  exactly  1057  killed  and  wounded;  it 
was  for  their  behaviour  on  that  occasion  that  the  above  Officers 
were  broke,  for  I  never  spared  one  that  was  accused  of  Coward- 
ice but  brot  'em  to  immediate  Tryal. 
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Our  Lines  of  Defence  are  now  compleated,  as  near  so  at 
least  as  can  be;  we  now  wish  them  to  come  out,  as  soon  as  they 
please,  but  they  (that  is  the  Enemy)  discover  no  Inclination  to 
quit  their  own  Works  of  Defence;  and  as  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible for  us  to  get  to  them,  we  do  nothing  but  watch  each 
other's  motions  all  day  at  the  distance  of  about  a  Mile,  every 
now  and  then  picking  of  a  stragler  when  we  can  catch  them 
without  their  Intrenchments,  in  return,  they  often  Attempt 
to  Cannonade  our  Lines  to  no  other  purpose  than  the  waste  of 
a  considerable  quantity  of  Powder  to  themselves  which  we 
should  be  very  glad  to  get. 

What  does  Doctr.  Craik7  say  to  the  behaviour  of  his  Coun- 
trymen, and  Townspeople  ?  Remember  me  kindly  to  him,  and 
tell  him  that  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  him  here  if  there  was 
anything  worth  his  acceptance;  but  the  Massachusetts  People 
suffer  nothing  to  go  by  them  that  they  can  lay  hands  upon. 

I  wish  the  money  could  be  had  from  Hill,8  and  the  Bills  of 
Exchange  (except  Colo.  Fairfax's  which  ought  to  be  sent  to 
him  immediately)  turned  into  cash;  you  might  then,  I  should 
think,  be  able  to  furnish  Simpson  with  about  ^300:  but  you 
are  to  recollect  that  I  have  got  Cleveland  and  the  hired  People 
with  him  to  pay  also. — I  would  not  have  you  buy  a  single 
bushel  of  Wheat  till  you  can  see  with  some  kind  of  certainty 
what  Market  the  Flour  is  to  go  to — and  if  you  cannot  find  suffi- 
cient Imployment  in  repairing  the  Mill  works,  and  other  things 
of  this  kind  for  Mr.  Roberts  and  Thomas  Alferd,  they  must  be 
closely  Imployed  in  making  Cask,  or  working  at  the  Carpen- 
ters or  other  business  otherwise  they  must  be  discharged,  for 
it  is  not  reasonable,  as  all  Mill  business  will  probably  be  at  an 
end  for  a  while,  that  I  am  to  pay  them  £  100  a  year  to  be  Idle. — ■ 
I  should  think  Roberts  himself  must  see,  and  be  sensible  of  the 
reasonableness  of  this  request,  as  I  believe  few  Millers  will  find 

'Dr.  James  Craik,  of  Alexandria,  Va. 
8  James  Hill. 
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Imploymt.  if  our  Ports  are  shut  up,  and  the  Wheat  kept  in  the 
Straw,  or  otherwise  for  greater  Security. — 

I  will  write  to  Mr.  Milnor9  to  forward  you  a  good  Country 
Boulting  Cloth  for  Simpson,  which  endeavour  to  have  con- 
trived to  him  by  the  first  safe  conveyance — I  wish  you  would 
quicken  Lanphire  and  Sears  about  the  Dining  Room  Chimney 
Piece  (to  be  executed  as  mentioned  in  one  of  my  last  Letters) 
as  I  could  wish  to  have  that  end  of  the  House  compleately 
finished  before  I  return. — I  wish  you  had  done  the  end  of  the 
New  Kitchen  next  the  Garden  as  also  the  Old  Kitchen  with 
rusticated  Boards;  however,  as  it  is  not,  I  would  have  the  Cor- 
ners done  so  in  the  manner  of  our  new  Church,  (those  two 
especially  which  Fronts  the  Quarter).  What  have  you  done 
with  the  Well  ? — is  that  walled  up  ? — have  you  any  accts.  of  the 
Painter  ? — how  does  he  behave  at  Fredericksburg  ? — 

I  much  approve  of  your  Sowing  Wheat  in  clean  ground, 
although  you  should  be  late  in  doing  it,  and  if  for  no  other  pur- 
pose than  a  tryal.  It  is  a  growing  I  find,  as  well  as  a  new  prac- 
tice, that  of  Overseers  keeping  Horses,  and  for  what  purpose, 
unless  it  be  to  make  fat  Horses  at  my  expence,  I  know  not,  as 
it  is  no  saving  of  my  own  Horses.  I  do  not  like  the  custom,  and 
wish  you  would  break  it;  but  do  as  you  will,  as  I  cannot  pretend 
to  interfere  at  this  distance. 

Remember  me  kindly  to  all  the  Neighbours  who  enquire 
after  Yr.  affecte.  friend  &  Servt.  [n.  y.  p.  l.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  20,  1775. 

Parole  Lebanon.    Countersign  Mansfield. 

In  Obedience  to  the  Orders  of  the  5th  Inst.,  The  Brigadier 
Genl.  and  Field  Officers  chosen  by  Ballot,  have  made  a  Re- 
port to  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief,  of  the  final 

9  William  Milnor,  of  Philadelphia. 
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Settlement  of  the  Rank,  of  all  the  Regiments  and  Officers,  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  Colonies.  The  General  entirely  approves 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Brigadier  and  the  Field  Officers ;  and 
thanks  them  in  this  public  manner,  for  the  great  pains,  and 
care  they  have  taken,  in  establishing  a  point,  of  so  much  im- 
portance to  the  army — His  Excellency  strictly  commands  all 
Officers  and  Soldiers,  to  pay  all  due  Obedience,  to  the  Regula- 
tions so  established.  The  Adjutant  General  will  deliver  to 
each  Major  of  Brigade,  this  day,  at  Orderly  time,  a  Copy  of 
the  Rank  of  the  Regiments,  of  the  Field  Officers,  and  of  the 
Officers  in  every  Regiment,  in  their  respective  Brigades. 

A  Court  of  enquiry  to  sit  this  day,  at  three  in  the  afternoon, 
to  examine  into  the  Reasons  for  a  complaint  exhibited  against 
Col  Ebenezer  Bridge.  Brigadier  General  Heath  President,  Col 
Prescott,  Col  Woodbridge,  Col  Sergeant,  Lt  Col  Tohonnot, 
Members. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  PHILIP  SCHUYLER 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  20, 1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  my  last  of  the  15th  Inst.  I  have  been  favoured 
with  yours  of  the  6th. — I  am  much  concerned  to  find  the  Sup- 
plies ordered  have  been  so  much  delayed.  By  this  Time,  I  hope, 
Colonel  McDougall,  whose  Zeal  is  unquestionable,  has  joined 
you  with  every  Thing  necessary  for  prosecuting  your  Plan. 

Several  of  the  Delegates  from  Philadelphia,  who  have  visited 
our  Camp,  assure  me,  that  Powder  is  forwarded  to  you,  and 
the  daily  arrivals  of  that  Article  give  us  Reason  to  hope  we  shall 
soon  have  a  very  ample  supply.10  Animated  with  the  Goodness 
of  our  Cause,  and  the  best  wishes  of  your  Countrymen,  I  am 
sure  you  will  not  let  any  Difficulties  not  insuperable,  damp 

"The  Pennsylvania  Council  of  Safety,  on  August  10,  forwarded  382  pounds  of 
musket  and  1,754  pounds  of  cannon  powder,  which  reached  Albany, N.  Y., on  the  21st 
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your  Ardour.  Perseverence  and  spirit  have  done  Wonders 
in  all  Ages.  In  my  last  (a  Copy  of  which  is  inclosed)  I  sent 
you  an  account  of  the  Arrival  of  several  St.  Francis  Indians  in 
our  Camp,  and  their  friendly  Dispositions.  You  have  also  a 
Copy  of  the  Resolution  of  Congress,  by  which  you  will  find 
it  is  their  Intention  only  to  seek  a  Neutrality  of  the  Indian 
Nations,  unless  the  ministerial  Agents  should  engage  them  in 
Hostilities  or  enter  into  an  offensive  Alliance  with  them.11  I 
have  been  therefore  embarrassed  in  giving  them  an  answer 
when  they  have  tendered  their  services  and  assistance.  As  your 
Situation  enables  you  best  to  know  the  Motions  of  the  Gov- 
ernour 12  and  the  Agent,  I  proposed  to  him  to  go  Home  by  Way 
of  Ticonderoga,  referring  him  to  you  for  an  answer,  which 
you  will  give  according  to  the  Intelligence  you  have  had,  and 
the  Judgment  you  have  formed  of  the  Transactions  among  the 
Indians;  but  as  he  does  not  seem  in  any  Hurry  to  leave  our 
Camp,  your  answer  by  the  Return  of  this  Express  may  possibly 
reach  me  before  he  returns  and  alter  his  Rout;  Four  of  his 
Company  still  remain  in  our  Camp,  and  propose  to  stay  some 
Time  with  us.  The  Design  of  this  Express  is  to  communicate  to 
you  a  Plan  of  an  Expedition,  which  has  engaged  my  Thoughts 
for  several  Days.  It  is  to  penetrate  into  Canada  by  Way  of  Ken- 
nebeck  River,  and  so  to  Quebeck  by  a  Rout  ninety  miles  below 
Montreal.  I  can  very  well  spare  a  Detachment  for  this  Purpose 
of  one  Thousand  or  twelve  Hundred  Men,  and  the  Land  Car- 
riage by  the  Rout  proposed  is  too  inconsiderable  to  make  an 
objection.  If  you  are  resolved  to  proceed,  which  I  gather  from 
your  last  Letter  is  your  Intention,  it  would  make  a  Diversion 
that  would  distract  Carlton,  and  facilitate  your  Views.  He 
must  either  break  up  and  follow  this  Party  to  Quebeck,  by 

11  This  resolve  was  passed  July  i,  1775. 

12  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  Governor  of  Canada. 
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which  he  will  leave  you  a  free  Passage,  or  he  must  suffer  that 
important  Place  to  fall  into  our  Hands,  an  Event,  which  would 
have  a  decisive  Effect  and  Influence  on  the  publick  Interests. 
There  may  be  some  Danger  that  such  a  sudden  Incursion  might 
alarm  the  Canadians  and  detach  them  from  that  Neutrality, 
which  they  have  hitherto  observed :  but  I  should  hope  that  with 
suitable  Precautions  and  a  strict  Discipline  preserved,  any 
apprehensions  and  Jealousies  might  be  removed.  The  few 
whom  I  have  consulted  upon  it  approve  it  much;  but  the  final 
Determination  is  deferred  until  I  hear  from  you.  You  will 
therefore  by  the  Return  of  this  Messenger  inform  me  of  your 
ultimate  Resolution. — If  you  mean  to  proceed,  acquaint  me  as 
particularly  as  you  can  with  the  Time  and  Force,  what  late 
Accounts  you  have  had  from  Canada,  and  your  Opinion  as 
to  the  Sentiments  of  the  Inhabitants,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
Indians  upon  a  Penetration  into  their  Country;  what  Number 
of  Troops  are  at  Quebeck,  and  whether  any  Men  of  War  with 
all  other  Circumstances  which  may  be  material  in  the  Consid- 
eration of  a  Step  of  such  Importance.  Not  a  Moments  Time  is 
to  be  lost  in  the  Preparations  for  this  Enterprize  if  the  Advices 
received  from  you  favour  it.  With  the  utmost  Expedition  the 
Season  will  be  considerably  advanced,  so  that  you  will  dismiss 
the  Express  as  soon  as  possible.  While  the  three  New-Hamp- 
shire Companies  remain  in  their  present  Station,  they  will  not 
be  considered  as  composing  a  Part  of  the  continental  Army; 
but  as  a  Militia  under  the  Direction  and  Pay  of  the  Colony 
whose  Inhabitants  they  are,  or  for  whose  Defence  they  are 
stationed :  so  that  it  will  not  be  proper  for  me  to  give  any  Orders 
respecting  them.  We  still  continue  in  the  same  Situation  as  to 
the  Enemy  as  when  I  wrote  you  last;  but  we  have  had  six  and 
an  half  Tons  of  Powder  from  the  Southward  which  is  a  very 
seasonable  Supply.  We  are  not  able  to  learn  any  Thing  further 
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of  the  Intentions  of  the  Enemy,  and  they  are  too  strongly  posted 
for  us  to  attempt  any  Thing  upon  them  at  present. 

My  best  Wishes  attend  you,  and  believe  me  with  much  Truth 
and  Regard,  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  21, 1775. 

Parole  Norfolk.    Countersign  Oporto. 

The  Court  of  enquiry  ordered  to  sit  yesterday  upon  Col 
Ebenezer  Bridge,  to  sit  this  day  at  three  OClock  P.  M — 

Michael  Berry  tried  by  a  late  General  Court  Martial  for 
"stealing  a  Hat  from  Capt.  Waterman"  is  found  guilty,  and 
sentence'd  to  receive  Thirty  Lashes,  but  in  Consideration  of  his 
long  Confinement;  the  General  pardons  the  prisoner. 

General  Sullivan's  Brigade  to  be  mustered  to  morrow — The 
Muster  Master  General,  to  begin  with  the  Regiment  posted  on 
the  left  of  the  lines,  exactly  at  Six  O'Clock,  with  the  next  Regi- 
ment on  the  left  at  seven,  and  so  on  untill  the  whole  are  mus- 
tered. The  Field  and  Staff  Officers  of  each  Regiment,  are  to  be 
mustered  in  the  oldest  Captains  Company,  and  such  as  were 
draughted  to  the  Regmt.  of  Artillery,  are  to  be  mustered  only 
to  the  day  they  were  draughted.  The  Regiment  of  Artillery  to 
muster  them  from  that  time. 

A  Sergeant,  Corporal  and  nine  Men,  to  mount  Guard  to  mor- 
row morning,  at  Mr.  Fairweathers  House,  lately  converted 
into  an  Hospital.  The  Sergt:  to  receive  his  Orders  from  Dr 
Church,  Director  of  the  Hospital. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  22, 1775. 
Parole  Portsmouth.    Countersign  Quinsey. 
As  the  Muster  Rolls  cannot  be  properly  prepared  before 
Saturday  next,  The  General  defers  the  mustering  of  the 
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Brigades,  upon  the  left  of  the  Lines,  until  next  Monday;  when 
the  mustering  the  whole  will  take  place  without  interuption. 

Capt.  Pearl,  of  Col  Woodbridges  Regiment,  tried  by  a  Gen- 
eral Court  Martial  for  "defrauding  his  men  of  their  pay" — The 
Court  are  unanimously  of  Opinion,  that  the  Complaint  is  in 
no  part  supported  and  being  vexatious  and  groundless,  and 
acquit  Capt  Pearl: — The  Court  order  the  chief  Complainant, 
Daniel  Davids,  to  be  confined. 

The  General  does  not  mean  to  discourage  the  practice  of 
bathing  whilst  the  weather  is  warm  enough  to  continue  it,  but 
he  expressly  forbids,  any  persons  doing  it,  at  or  near  the  Bridge 
in  Cambridge,  where  it  has  been  observed  and  complained  of, 
that  many  Men,  lost  to  all  sense  of  decency  and  common 
modesty,  are  running  about  naked  upon  the  Bridge,  whilst 
Passengers,  and  even  Ladies  of  the  first  fashion  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, are  passing  over  it,  as  if  they  meant  to  glory  in  their 
shame: — The  Guards  and  Centries  at  the  Bridge,  are  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  practice  for  the  future. 

The  Director  General  of  the  Hospital  having  complained,  that 
the  sick  under  his  care,  are  not  only  incommoded  by  a  promiscu- 
ous Resort  of  Soldiers  to  the  Rooms,  but  greatly  injured  by  hav- 
ing improper  things  carried  to  them  to  eat,  at  the  same  time, 
that  many  disorders,  under  which  the  Sick  are  suffering,  may 
be  by  them  contracted  and  spread  in  the  Camp,  by  means  of  this 
Intercourse,  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  this  improper  Visitation 
be  put  a  stop  to  for  the  future — No  Non  Commissioned  Officer, 
or  soldier  to  be  admitted  into  the  Hospital  hereafter,  without 
the  leave  of  the  Surgeon  then  in  attendance,  or  by  a  written 
License  from  the  Colonel,  or  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regi- 
ment they  belong  to;  in  either  of  which  Cases,  the  Friends  to 
the  sick,  and  all  those  who  have  any  real  business  with  them, 
will  never  be  denied  the  privilege  and  satisfaction  of  visiting. 
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Representations  being  made  to  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
that  Officers  are  frequently  seen  in  Cambridge  and  Water- 
town,  and  in  the  Towns  and  Villages  round  the  Camp,  without 
any  leave  of  absence  previously  obtained,  and  contrary  to  all 
good  discipline  and  Order;  and  as  such  irregularity  at  this  time, 
may  be  productive  of  the  worst  of  consequences:  The  General 
directs  the  Commanding  Officers  of  Corps,  to  be  particularly 
attentive  to  the  Behaviour  of  all  their  Officers,  and  without 
Favor  or  Affection,  confine  any  Officer,  who  is  absent  from  the 
Camp  or  Lines,  where  he  is  posted  or  encamped,  without  Leave 
in  writing  first  had  and  obtained  from  the  General  command- 
ing the  brigade.  And  the  Commanding  Officers  are  strictly 
enjoined,  to  put  in  Arrest,  any  Officer,  who  shall  for  the  future 
disobey  this  order ;  When  Officers  set  good  Examples,  it  may  be 
expected  that  the  Men  will  with  zeal  and  alacrity  follow  them, 
but  it  would  be  a  mere  phenomenon  in  nature,  to  find  a  well 
disciplin'd  Soldiery,  where  Officers  are  relax'd  and  tardy  in 
their  duty;  nor  can  they  with  any  kind  of  propriety,  or  good 
Conscience,  set  in  Judgment  upon  a  Soldier  for  disobeying  an 
order,  which  they  themselves  are  everyday  breaking;  The  Gen- 
eral is  exceeding  sorry  to  find  occasion,  to  give  such  repeated 
Orders  on  this  head,  but,  as  the  safety  of  the  Army  and  Salva- 
tion of  the  Country,  may  essentially  depend  upon  a  strictness  of 
discipline,  and  close  attention  to  Duty;  he  will  give  no  Coun- 
tenance, nor  shew  any  Favor  to  delinquents. 

To  JOSEPH  PALMER 

Cambridge,  August  22, 1775. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  favor  of  yesterday  I  must  inform  you, 
that  I  have  often  been  told  of  the  advantages  of  Point  Alderton 
with  respect  to  its  command  of  the  shipping  going  in  and  out 
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of  Boston  Harbor;  and  that  it  has,  before  now,  been  the  ob- 
ject of  my  particular  enquiries, — That  I  find  the  Accts.  differ, 
exceedingly,  in  regard  to  the  distance  of  the  Ship  Channel, — and 
that,  there  is  a  passage  on  the  outer  side  of  the  light  House 
Island  for  all  Vessels  except  Ships  of  the  first  Rate. 

My  knowledge  of  this  matter  would  not  have  rested  upon 
enquires  only,  if  I  had  found  myself  at  any  time  since  I  came 
to  this  place,  in  a  condition  to  have  taken  such  a  post.  But  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  consider,  not  only  what  place  is  advan- 
tageous, but  what  number  of  Men  are  necessary  to  defend  it; 
how  they  can  be  supported  in  case  of  an  attack;  how  they  may 
retreat  if  they  cannot  be  supported;  and  what  stock  of  Ammu- 
nition we  are  provided  with  for  the  purpose  of  self  defence, 
or  annoyance  of  the  enemy.  In  respect  to  the  first,  I  conceive 
our  defence  must  be  proportioned  to  the  attack  of  Genl.  Gage's 
whole  force  (leaving  him  just  enough  to  Man  his  Lines  on 
Charles  Town  Neck  and  Roxbury) ;  and  with  regard  to  the 
Second,  and  most  important  object,  we  have  only  184  Barrls.  of 
Powder  in  all,  which  is  not  sufficient  to  give  30  Musket  Car- 
tridges a  Man,  and  scarce  enough  to  serve  the  Artillery  in  any 
brisk  action  a  single  day.13 

Would  it  be  prudent  then  in  me,  under  these  Circumstances, 
to  take  a  Post  30  Miles  distant  from  this  place  when  we  already 
have  a  Line  of  Circumvaleation  at  least  Ten  Miles  in  extent, 


13 "The  word  Powder  in  a  letter  sets  us  all  a  tiptoe.  We  have  been  in  a  terrible 
situation,  occasioned  by  a  mistake  in  a  return;  we  reckoned  upon  three  hundred 
quarter  casks  and  had  but  thirty-two  barrels — not  above  nine  cartridges  to  a  man  to 
the  whole  army,  but  the  late  supply  from  Philadelphia  has  relieved  us.  All  our  heavy 
artillery  was  useless,  and  even  now  we  are  compelled  to  a  very  severe  economy.  I 
suppose  the  Congress  have  directed  a  committee  to  forward  any  that  may  arrive. 
If  they  have  not,  those  gentlemen  who  will  do  this  necesssary  service  will  perform 
the  most  essential  their  country  requires.  It  damps  our  spirits;  we  are  just  in  the  situ- 
ation of  a  man  with  little  money  in  his  pocket  he  will  do  twenty  mean  things  to 
prevent  his  breaking  in  upon  his  little  stock.  We  are  obliged  to  bear  with  the  rascals  on 
Bunker's  Hill  when  a  few  shot  now  and  then  in  return  would  keep  our  men  attentive 
to  their  business,  and  give  the  enemy  alarms." — fosep/i  Reed  to  Thomas  Bradford, 
Aug.  24,  1775.  This  letter  is  from  Reed's  Life  and  Correspondence  of  Joseph  Reed. 
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any  part  of  which  may  be  attacked  (if  the  Enemy  will  keep 
their  own  Council)  without  our  having  one  hours  previous 
notice  of  it? — Or  is  it  prudent  to  attempt  a  Measure  which 
necessarily  would  bring  on  a  consumption  of  all  the  Ammuni- 
tion we  have,  thereby  leaving  the  Army  at  the  Mercy  of  the 
Enemy,  or  to  disperse;  and  the  Country  to  be  ravaged,  and  laid 
waste  at  discretion  ? — To  you  Sir  who  is  a  well  wisher  to  the 
cause,  and  can  reason  upon  the  effects  of  such  a  Conduct,  I  may 
open  myself  with  freedom,  because  no  improper  discoveries 
will  be  made  of  our  Situation:  but  I  cannot  expose  my  weak- 
ness to  the  Enemy  (tho'  I  believe  they  are  pretty  well  informed 
of  every  thing  that  passes)  by  telling  this,  and  that  man  who 
are  daily  pointing  out  this — that — and  t'other  place,  of  all  the 
motives  that  govern  my  actions,  Notwithstanding,  I  know 
what  will  be  the  consequence  of  not  doing  it — Namely,  that  I 
shall  be  accused  of  inattention  to  the  publick  Service — and 
perhaps  with  want  of  spirit  to  prosecute  it — but  this  shall  have 
no  effect  upon  my  mind,  and  I  will  steadily  (as  far  as  my  judg- 
ment will  assist  me)  pursue  such  measures  as  I  think  most 
conducive  to  the  Interest  of  the  cause,  and  rest  satisfied  of  any 
obloquy  that  shall  be  thrown  conscious  of  having  discharged 
my  duty  to  the  best  of  my  abilities. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  however,  as  I  shall  be  to  every 
Gentleman,  for  pointing  out  any  measure  which  is  thought 
conducive  to  the  publick  good,  and  chearfully  follow  any 
advice  which  is  not  inconsistent  with,  but  corrispondant  to, 
the  general  Plan  in  view,  and  practicable  under  such  particular 
circumstances  as  govern  in  cases  of  the  like  kind. 

In  respect  to  point  Alderton,  I  was  no  longer  ago  than  Mon- 
day last,  talking  to  Genl.  Thomas  on  this  head  and  proposing 
to  send  Colo.  Putnam  down  to  take  the  distances  &c,  but  con- 
sidered it  could  answer  no  end  but  to  alarm,  and  make  the 
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Enemy  more  vigilant,  unless  we  were  in  condition  to  possess 
the  Post  to  effect,  I  thought  it  as  well  to  postpone  the  matter  a 
while.  I  am,  Sir,  &c.14 

To  SIR  WILLIAM  HOWE 

Camp  Cambridge,  August  23, 1775. 

Sir:  I  flatter  myself  you  have  been  misinform'd  as  to  the 
conduct  of  the  men  under  my  Command,  complain'd  of  in 
your's  of  Yesterday.  It  is  what  I  should  highly  disapprove  and 
condemn. 

I  have  not  the  least  Objection,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  Intercourse 
between  the  two  Camps,  either  totally  or  partially.  It  obtained 
through  the  pressing  Solicitations  of  Persons  cruelly  seperated 
from  their  Friends  and  connections,  and  I  understood  was 
mutually  convenient.  I  am  Sir,  etc.15 

To  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

August  23, 1775. 
Sir:  In  a  Conference  with  which  I  was  lately  honored  from 
the  General  Court,  I  was  informed  that  a  Quantity  of  Shirts, 
Breeches,  Stockings  and  Shoes  had  been  provided  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supplies;  As  there  are  Numbers  of  the  Army  destitute 
of  these  Articles.  I  should  be  glad  the  General  Court  would 

"The  text  is  from  Ford,  who  obtained  it  from  the  collection  of  Dr.  John  S.H.Fogg, 
of  Boston. 

10 Howe's  letter,  to  which  this  was  a  reply,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  It  reads: 

"Charlestown  Camp,  August  22,  1775. 
"Sir:  The  men  under  your  command,  having  repeatedly  fired  upon  the  officers  of 
his  Majesty's  troops,  before  they  were  returned  to  the  outworks  of  this  camp  from  par- 
leys, that  have  been  brought  on  by  your  desire,  I  am  to  request  all  further  intercourse 
between  the  two  camps  may  be  at  an  end  your  own  letters  excepted,  which  will  be 
received,  if  you  are  pleased  to  send  them  by  a  drummer.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant.  "W.  Howe." 
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order  them  to  be  delivered  to  the  Quarter  Master  General  and 
to  hasten  those  which  are  in  Hand.  He  has  orders  to  receive 
them  on  the  Continental  Account.  I  am  Sir  &ca. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  23,  1775. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  received  advice  from  Boston,  that  a  Number 
of  Transports  have  Sailed  on  a  Second  Expedition  for  fresh 
Provisions;  As  they  met  with  such  Success  before,  it  is  probable 
they  may  pursue  the  same  Course,  only  Advancing  farther; 
We  think  Montawck  Point  on  Long  Island,  a  very  probable 
Place  of  their  Landing;  I  have  therefore  thought  it  best  to  give 
you  the  earliest  Intelligence;  But  I  do  not  mean  to  confine  your 
Attention  or  Vigilance  to  that  Place;  you  will  please  to  extend 
your  Views  as  far  as  the  Mischief  may  be  probably  intended. 

We  have  no  Transactions  of  Sufficient  Consequence  in  the 
Camp  to  make  a  Part  of  a  Letter.  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

P.  S.  You  will  please  to  let  me  know  in  your  next,  what 
Progress  you  make  with  the  Hunting  Shirts. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  24, 1775. 

Parole  Tunbridge.    Countersign  Ulster. 

Lieut.  William  Ryan  of  Col  Nixons  Regiment,  tried  by  a 
General  Court  Martial  of  which  Lieut.  Col  Brickett  was  presdt. 
is  found  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  6th  and  49th  Articles  of  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Massachusetts  Army  and  is  unan- 
imously adjudged  to  be  cashiered.  The  General  approves  the 
Sentence  and  orders  it  to  take  place  immediately. 
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The  Quarter  Master  General  is  to  see  that  the  different  Bri- 
gades, or  at  least  each  Division  of  the  Army,  are  provided  with 
Armourers,  sufficient  to  keep  the  Arms  therein  in  proper  re- 
pair— that  they  have  proper  places  provided  to  work  in — that 
they  are  properly  attended  to,  to  prevent  impositions  of  any 
kind.  He  is  also  to  employ  Brickmakers  under  the  Care  of  Capt 
Francis  of  Col  Mansfield's  Regiment,  and  sett  them  to  make 
Bricks  immediately.  The  necessary  attendance  is  to  be  applied 
for  by  Capt  Francis  to  the  Adjutant  General. 

The  Qr.  Mr.  General  is  also  to  receive  from  the  General 
Court  of  the  Massachusetts  Government,  or  from  such  persons 
as  they  shall  appoint,  to  deliver  them;  all  the  Shirts,  Shoes,  and 
Stockings,  Breeches  and  Waistcoats,  which  have  been  provided 
by  Order  of  their  Committee  of  safety,  for  the  Use  of  the 
Army;  and  settle  for  the  same,  and  not  deliver  any  from  his 
Store,  without  an  Order  in  writing  from  the  Commander  in 
Chief. 

An  exact  Return  of  the  Company  of  Artificers,  under  the 
Care  of  Mr.  Ayres,  to  be  given  in — where  they  have  been  to 
work,  and  how  employed. 

The  General  would  be  glad  to  have  the  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations of  war  (as  established  by  the  Continental  Congress), 
returned  to  him  signed,  as  he  will  thereupon  proceed  to  dis- 
tribute the  Continental  Commissions,  agreeable  to  the  Ranks 
lately  settled. 

The  late  Pay  Master  of  the  Massachusetts  Forces,  is  once 
more  called  upon,  in  a  peremptory  manner,  to  settle  his  Ac- 
counts with  the  different  Regiments,  that  it  may  be  known, 
what  money  is  due  to  the  men  up  to  the  first  of  this  month 
(August)  The  General  is  sorry,  that  any  difficulty  or  delay, 
should  have  happened,  in  a  matter  so  plain  and  simple  in  its 
nature.  He  now  assures  the  Regiments  of  Massachusetts,  as 
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they  seem  to  be  the  only  Complainants  and  Sufferers,  that  if  they 
do  not  get  paid  by  their  own  Colony  pay  Master,  before  the 
first  day  of  September,  that  he  will  order  James  Warren  Esq. 
Continental  pay  Master  General,  to  pay  each  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Regiments,  for  the  month  of  august,  and  that  he  will 
moreover,  use  his  endeavours  to  have  their  pay  up  to  the  ist  of 
August  settled  for  and  adjusted,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Twenty  Men  from  Col  Mansfields  Regiment,  and  ten  from 
Col  Gardiners,  and  two  from  each  of  the  other  Regiments  in 
the  Lines;  and  in  Cambridge,  to  be  sent,  to  join  Capt.  Francis, 
of  Col  Mansfields  Regiment,  to  be  forthwith  employed  in 
making  of  bricks  none  but  Men  who  are  acquainted  with  that 
service  to  be  sent  upon  it. 

Col.Prescott,  with  two  Companies  of  his  Regiment,  to  march 
to  Sewells  point  this  day;  The  Col.  will  apply  to  the  Quarter 
Master  General,  for  the  Tents  that  will  be  wanted  for  this 
detachment. 

*To  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  25,  1775. 
Dear  Sir:  Mr.  White16  presented  me  with  your  favour  of  the 
27th.  Ulto.  You  may  rely  upon  it,  that  any  Civilities  which 
may  be  in  my  power  to  shew  this  young  Gentleman  shall  not 
be  wanting;  if  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  for  whom  I  have 
wrote  to  Virginia17  (knowing  his  promptitude  to  business) 
should  not  come,  as  there  is  reason  to  doubt,  I  propose  to  take 
Mr.  White  into  my  Family  as  an  Aid  de  Camp;  the  mode  by 
which  the  Congress  have  left  the  ultimate  appointment  of 
Officers  in  this  Army,  confines  all  Offices  (in  its  consequences 

16 Anthony  Walton  White.  Later  he  became  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Third  New 
Jersey  Regiment;  the  Fourth  Continental  Dragoons;  colonel  of  the  First  Continental 
Dragoons.  This  letter  seems  to  be  responsible  for  the  fiction  that  White  was  at  one 
time  an  aide  to  Washington.  He  never  was  so  appointed. 

"Edmund  Randolph. 
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at  least)  to  the  Governments  in  which  the  Regiments  origi- 
nated; as,  without  the  gift  of  Prophecy,  I  think  it  may  be  fore- 
told, that  no  Volunteers,  not  of  those  Governments  to  which 
the  Regiments  belong,  will  come  in  for  a  share;  the  propriety, 
and  good  policy  of  which,  I  have  you  to  judge  of,  I  am,  etc. 

P.  S.  I  refer  you  to  my  Publick  Letters  for  the  occurrances  of 
the  Army  &ca.  CN.  y.  p.  l.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  25, 1775. 

Parole  Wilmington.    Countersign  Yorkshire. 

If  the  Officers  who  were  sent  upon  the  Recruiting  service, 
are  not  all  return'd  to  Camp;  they  are  to  be  forthwith  recalled, 
and  no  more  men  are  to  be  enlisted,  until  further  Orders. 

The  Company  late  under  the  Command  of  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Lindsey,  is  to  join  Col  Woodbridges  Regiment,  as  that  Reg' 
has  at  present  only  nine  Companies. 

As  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  heretofore  approvd  all  the 
Sentences  of  the  General  Courts  Martial,  which  have  been  laid 
before  him,  and  thought  himself  happy  in  agreeing  with  them 
in  opinion,  so  will  he  not  now  disapprove  the  Judgment,  re- 
specting Ensign  Joshua  Trofton,  as  the  Court  have  intimated, 
that  they  were  influenced  by  some  favourable  Circumstances; 
Disobedience  of  orders,  is  amongst  the  first  and  most  atrocious 
of  all  military  Crimes,  he  desires  that  the  Conduct  of  Ensign 
Joshua  Trofton,  (however  he  may  have  been  provoked)  may 
never  be  drawn  into  a  precedent;  as  there  are  certain  Modes  by 
which  inferior  Officers,  may  obtain  redress  of  grievances,  with- 
out proceeding  to  any  unjustifiable  Acts  of  violence. 

Ensign  Joshua  Trofton  of  the  30th  Regt.  of  Foot,  in  the  serv- 
ice of  the  United  Colonies,  Commanded  by  Col,  Scammons, 
tried  by  a  General  Court  Martial  for  "offering  to  strike  his 
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Colonel,  and  for  disobedience  of  orders,"  is  found  guilty  of  a 
Breach  of  the  6th.  Article,  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the 
Massachusetts  Army,  and  sentenced,  to  be  confined  to  his  Tent 
for  three  days — 

A  Return  signed  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  each  Regi- 
ment, of  the  Commission'd  Officers  vacant,  distinguishing  their 
names,  rank, and  by  what  means  vacant;  this  must  be  delivered 
to  the  Adjutant  Genl.  at  orderly  time  to  morrow. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  27, 1775. 

Parole  Amboy.    Countersign  Brookline. 

Genl.  Sullivan's  Brigade  to  be  mustered  upon  Monday  Morn- 
ing next  in  the  manner  and  form  directed  by  the  General 
Orders  of  the  21st  Inst. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  28, 1775. 

Parole  Essex.    Countersign  Falmouth. 

As  the  extraordinary  duty  necessary  for  some  days  past,  pre- 
vents the  mustering  Genl.  Sullivans  Brigade  this  morning: 
The  General  appoints  Friday  morning  next  for  that  purpose, 
and  orders  that  Brigade  to  be  relieved  from  all  but  the  ordinary 
Camp  duty  of  their  particular  encampments  Thursday  morn- 
ing that  they  may  have  that  day  to  prepare  for  their  mustering. 

As  nothing  is  more  pernicious  to  the  health  of  Soldiers,  nor 
more  certainly  productive  of  the  bloody-flux;  than  drinking 
New  Cyder:  The  General  in  the  most  possitive  manner  com- 
mands, the  entire  disuse  of  the  same,  and  orders  the  Quarter 
Master  General  this  day,  to  publish  Advertisements,  to  acquaint 
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the  Inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  districts,  that  such  of  them, 
as  are  detected  bringing  new  Cyder  into  the  Camp,  after 
Thursday,  the  last  day  of  this  month,  may  depend  on  having 
their  casks  stove. 

To  RICHARD  HENRY  LEE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  29, 1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  first  Inst,  by  Mr.  Randolph  came 
safe  to  hand — the  merits  of  this  young  Gentleman  added  to 
your  recommendation,  and  my  own  knowledge  of  his  charac- 
ter induced  me  to  take  him  into  my  Family  as  an  aid  de  camp 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Mifflin,  whom  I  have  appointed  Quarter 
Master  Genel.  from  a  thorough  perswasion  of  his  Integrity — 
my  own  experience  of  his  activity — and  finally,  because  he 
stands  unconnected  with  either  of  these  Governments;  or  with 
this  that,  or  t'other  man;  for  between  you  and  I  there  is  more 
in  this  than  you  can  easily  immagine. 

As  we  have  now  nearly  compleated  our  Lines  of  Defence,  we 
nothing  more,  in  my  opinion  to  fear  from  the  Enemy,  pro- 
vided we  can  keep  our  men  to  their  duty  and  make  them 
watchful  and  vigilant;  but  it  is  among  the  most  difficult  tasks 
I  ever  undertook  in  my  life  to  induce  these  people  to  believe 
that  there  is,  or  can  be,  danger  till  the  Bayonet  is  pushed 
at  their  Breasts;  not  that  it  proceeds  from  any  uncommon 
prowess,  but  rather  from  an  unaccountable  kind  of  stupidity 
in  the  lower  class  of  these  people  which,  believe  me,  prevails 
but  too  generally  among  the  officers  of  the  Massachusets  part 
of  the  Army  who  are  nearly  of  the  same  kidney  with  the  Pri- 
vates, and  adds  not  a  little  to  my  difficulties;  as  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  getting  of  officers  of  this  stamp  to  exert  themselves 
in  carrying  orders  into  execution — to  curry  favor  with  the 
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men  (by  whom  they  were  chosen,  and  on  whose  smiles  possibly 
they  may  think  they  may  again  rely)  seems  to  be  one  of  the 
principal  objects  of  their  attention. 

I  submit  it  therefore  to  your  consideration  whether  there  is, 
or  is  not,  a  propriety  in  that  Resolution  of  the  Congress,  which 
leaves  the  ultimate  appointment  of  all  officers  below  the  Rank 
of  Generals  to  the  Governments  where  the  Regiments  origi- 
nated, now  the  Army  is  become  Continental  ? — To  me  it  ap- 
pears improper  in  two  points  of  view;  first,  it  is  giving  that 
power  and  weight  to  an  Individual  Colony,  which  ought,  of 
right,  to  belong  only  to  the  whole,  and  next  it  damps  the 
spirit  and  ardor  of  volunteers  from  all  but  the  four  New  Eng- 
land Governments  as  none  but  their  people  have  the  least 
chance  of  getting  into  office. — Would  it  not  be  better  therefore 
to  have  the  warrants  which  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  au- 
thorized to  give  Pro-tempore,  approved  or  disapproved,  by  the 
Continental  Congress,  or  a  Committee  of  their  body,  which  I 
should  suppose  in  any  long  recess  must  always  sit  ?  In  this  case 
every  Gentleman  will  stand  an  equal  chance  of  being  pro- 
moted according  to  his  merits;  in  the  other  all  officers  will  be 
confined  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  4  New  England  Govern- 
ments which  in  my  opinion  is  impolitick  to  a  degree.  I  have 
made  a  pretty  good  slam  among  such  kind  of  officers  as  the 
Massachusets  Government  abound  in  since  I  came  to  this  Camp 
having  Broke  one  Colo,  and  two  Captains  for  cowardly  be- 
havior in  the  action  on  Bunkers  Hill, — two  Captains  for 
drawing  more  provisions  and  pay  than  they  had  men  in  their 
Company — and  one  for  being  absent  from  his  Post  when  the 
Enemy  appeared  there  and  burnt  a  House  just  by  it.  Besides 
these,  I  have  at  this  time — one  Colo.,  one  Major,  one  Captn., 
and  two  subalterns  under  arrest  for  tryal — In  short  I  spare  none 
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yet  fear  it  will  not  all  do  as  these  People  seem  to  be  too 
inattentive  to  every  thing  but  their  Interest. 

I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  that  part  of  your  Letter  re- 
specting Point  Alderton — before  the  receipt  of  it,  it  had  become 
an  object  of  my  particular  enquiry,  but  the  Accts.  of  its  situa- 
tion differ  exceedingly  in  respect  to  the  command  it  has  of  the 
ship  channel  but  my  knowledge  of  this  matter  would  not  have 
been  confined  to  enquiries  only  if  I  had  ever  been  in  a  condi- 
tion, since  my  arrival  here,  to  have  taken  possession  of  such  a 
Post;  but  you  well  know,  my  good  Sir,  that  it  becomes  the  duty 
of  an  Officer  to  consider  some  other  matters,  as  well  as  a 
situation, — namely,  What  number  of  men  are  necessary  to 
defend  a  place — how  it  can  be  supported — and  how  furnished 
with  ammunition. — 

In  respect  to  the  first  I  conceive  our  defence  of  this  place 
(point  alderton)  must  be  proportioned  to  the  attack  of  Genl. 
Gage's  whole  force,  leaving  him  just  enough  to  man  his  Lines 
on  Boston  and  Charles  Town  Necks — and  with  regard  to  the 
second,  and  most  important,  as  well  as  alarming  object  we  have 
only  184  Barls.  of  Powder  in  all  (including  the  late  supply  from 
Philadelphia)  wchis  not  sufficient  to  give  25  muskets  cartridges 
to  each  man,  and  scarcely  to  serve  the  artillery  in  any  brisk 
action  one  single  day — Under  these  circumstances  I  dare  say 
you  will  agree  with  me,  that  it  would  not  be  very  eligible  to 
take  a  post  30  miles  distant  (by  Land)  from  this  place,  when 
we  have  already  a  line  of  circumvallation  round  Boston  of  at 
least  10  miles  in  extant  to  defend  any  part  of  which  may  be 
attacked  without  our  having  (if  the  Enemy  will  keep  their 
own  Council)  an  hours  previous  notice  of  it ;  and  that,  it  would 
not  be  prudent  in  me,  to  attempt  a  measure  which  would  neces- 
sarily bring  on  a  consumption  of  all  the  ammunition  we  have, 
thereby  leaving  the  Army  at  the  mercy  of  the  Enemy,  or  to 


1775]  PLOUGHED  HILL  453 

disperse;  and  the  Country  to  be  ravaged  and  laid  waste  at 
discretion — to  you,  Sir,  I  may  Account  for  my  conduct,  but  I 
cannot  declare  the  motives  of  it  to  every  one,  notwithstanding 
I  know  by  not  doing  it,  that  I  shall  stand  in  a  very  unfavorable 
light  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  expect  much,  and  will  find 
little  done,  without  understanding  or  perhaps  giving  them- 
selves the  trouble  of  enquiring  into  the  cause. — Such  however 
is  the  fate  of  all  those  who  are  obliged  to  act  the  part  I  do,  I  must 
therefore  submit  to  it,  under  a  consciousness  of  having  done 
my  duty  to  the  best  of  my  abilities. 

On  Saturday  night  last  we  tookpossession  of  a  Hill  advanced 
of  our  Lines,  and  within  point  blank  shot  of  the  Enemy  on 
Charles  Town  neck. — We  worked  incessantly  the  whole  night 
with  1200  men,  and  before  morning  got  an  Intrenchment  in 
such  forwardness  as  to  bid  defiance  to  their  Cannon;  about  nine 
o'clock  on  Sunday  they  began  a  heavy  cannonade  which  con- 
tinued through  the  day  without  any  injury  to  our  work,  and 
with  the  loss  of  four  men  only  two  of  which  were  killed  through 
their  own  folly — The  Insult  of  the  cannonade  however  we  were 
obliged  to  submit  to  with  impunity,  not  daring  to  make  use  of 
artillery  on  acct.  of  the  consumption  of  powder,  except  with 
one  nine  pounder  placed  on  a  point,  with  which  we  silenced, 
and  indeed  sunk,  one  of  their  Floating  Batteries — 

This  move  of  ours  was  made  to  prevent  the  Enemy  from 
gaining  this  Hill,  and  we  thought  was  giving  them  a  fair  chal- 
lenge to  dispute  it  as  we  had  been  told  by  various  people  who 
had  just  left  Boston,  that  they  were  preparing  to  come  out,  but 
instead  of  accepting  of  it,  we  learn  that  it  has  thrown  them  into 
great  consternation  which  might  be  improved  if  we  had  the 
means  of  doing  it — Yesterday  afternoon  they  began  a  Bom- 
bardment without  any  effect,  as  yet. — 
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There  has  been  so  many  great,  and  capital  errors,  and  abuses 
to  rectify — so  many  examples  to  make — and  so  little  Inclina- 
tion in  the  officers  of  inferior  Rank  to  contribute  their  aid  to 
accomplish  this  work,  that  my  life  has  been  nothing  else  (since 
I  came  here)  but  one  continued  round  oiannoyance  and  fatigue; 
in  short  no  pecuniary  recompense  could  induce  me  to  undergo 
what  I  have  especially  as  I  expect,  by  shewing  so  little  counte- 
nance to  irregularities  and  publick  abuses  to  render  myself 
very  obnoxious  to  a  greater  part  of  these  People. — But  as  I  have 
already  greatly  exceeded  the  bounds  of  a  Letter  I  will  not  trou- 
ble you  with  matters  relative  to  my  own  feelings.18 

As  I  expect  this  Letter  will  meet  you  in  Philadelphia  I  must 
request  the  favor  of  you  to  present  my  affecte.  and  respectful 
compliments  to  Doctr.  Shippen,  his  Lady  and  Family,  my 
Brothers  of  the  Delegation,  and  any  other  enquiring  friends — 
and  at  the  same  time  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  I  am  with 
a  sincere  regard.19 


18To  this  part  of  the  letter  Mr.  Lee  replied  as  follows:  "I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you 
for  your  favor  of  August  the  29th,  and  you  may  be  assured  I  shall  pay  great  attention 
to  it.  When  I  mentioned  securing  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Boston,  it  was  more 
in  the  way  of  wishing  it  could  be  done,  than  as  conceiving  it  very  practicable.  How- 
ever, the  reasons  you  assign  are  most  conclusive  against  the  attempt.  I  assure  you, 
that  so  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  conversation  of  men,  instead  of  there  being  any, 
who  think  you  have  not  done  enough,  the  wonder  seems  to  be,  that  you  have  done  so 
much.  I  believe  there  is  not  a  man  of  common  sense,  and  who  is  void  of  prejudice,  in 
the  world,  but  greatly  approves  the  discipline  you  have  introduced  into  the  camp; 
since  reason  and  experience  join  in  proving,  that,  without  discipline,  armies  are  fit 
only  for  the  contempt  and  slaughter  of  their  enemies.  Your  labors  are  no  doubt  great, 
both  of  mind  and  body;  but  if  the  praise  of  the  present  and  future  times  can  be  any 
compensation,  you  will  have  a  plentiful  portion  of  that.  Of  one  thing  you  may 
certainly  rest  assured,  that  the  Congress  will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  make 
your  most  weighty  business  easy  to  you.  I  think  you  could  not  possibly  have  appointed 
a  better  man  to  his  present  office  than  Mr.  Mifflin.  He  is  a  singular  man,  and  you  cer- 
tainly will  meet  with  the  applause  and  support  of  all  good  men  by  promoting  and 
countenancing  real  merit  and  public  virtue,  in  opposition  to  all  private  interests 
and  partial  affection." 

19Ford  obtained  the  full  text  of  this  letter  from  Mr.  Joseph  Packard,  jr., of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  and  notes  that  R.  H.  Lee  is  probably  to  be  held  accountable  for  the  mutilated 
version  of  the  letter  that  Sparks  used,  as  in  his  life  of  Richard  Henry  Lee  he  omitted 
nearly  all  that  Sparks  did.  The  original  letter  was  said  to  have  been  in  the  hands  of 
Mrs.  Ellen  La  Knapp,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  1892. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  29, 1775. 

Parole  Georgia.    Countersign  Harvard. 

For  the  future,  the  several  Guards  mounted  upon  the  Gen- 
eral Hospitals,  are  to  be  reduced  into  one  Guard,  consisting  of 
one  Sub.  three  Serjts.  three  Corporals,  one  fife,  and  thirty  men; 
The  Officer  after  seeing  his  Gentries  posted,  is  to  receive  his 
orders  from  Dr  Church,  Director  of  the  General  Hospital  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Quarter  Master  General  and  Commissary  General,  are 
to  see  strict  regard  paid  to  the  6th  Article  of  the  General  Orders 
of  the  7th  of  July  last ;  as  Complaints  are  continually  making  of 
the  badness  of  the  bread,  served  to  the  regiments. 

To  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

August  29, 1775. 
Gentn. :  The  Quarter  Master  General  of  the  Army  has  repre- 
sented to  me  that  notwithstanding  he  has  offered  2/  pr  Foot  for 
Fire  Wood,  2/1*4  Pr  Bushel  for  Oats,  3/4  pr  Ct  for  Hay,  he 
cannot  procure  those  Articles  for  the  use  of  the  Army.  From 
the  information  I  have  received,  I  have  great  Reason  to  believe, 
that  this  is  an  Artificial  Scarcity,  partly  created  by  some  persons 
who  are  monopolizing  those  Articles,  in  order  to  advance  the 
Price  and  partly  by  the  Possessors  of  them  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  the  Camp,  who  keep  them  in  Order  to  profit  by  our 
Distress.  As  such  a  Combination  must  be  attended  with  fatal 
Consequences  both  to  the  Country  and  Army,  I  cannot  doubt 
the  Interposition  of  your  Honors  to  provide  some  Speedy  and 
effectual  Remedy;  That  which  is  usual  and  Customary  in  such 
Cases,  is  to  fix  the  Prices  to  the  Several  Articles;  bearing  a  Pro- 
portion to  what  is  the  Ordinary  Rate,  and  if  Persons  will  not 
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Comply  with  a  reasonable  Tariff,  but  still  refuse  to  furnish  such 
Necessary  Articles,  the  great  Law  of  Self  Preservation  must 
authorize  us  to  compel  them.  This  or  any  other  Regulations, 
which  your  knowledge  of  the  People  and  Zeal  for  the  Service 
shall  induce  you  to  make,  will  I  doubt  not  remove  the  Mischief 
at  present,  and  prevent  it  in  future.  If  you  should  at  the  same 
Time  extend  your  Views  to  other  Articles  besides  those  I  have 
enumerated,  I  flatter  myself  it  would  have  a  very  beneficial 
Effect.  I  am  &c. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  30, 1775. 

Parole  Ireland.    Countersign  Kingston. 

One  Field  Officer,  six  Captains,  twelve  Subs.,  twelve  Serjts., 
twelve  Corporals,  two  Drums,  two  Fifes  and  three  hundred 
Soldiers  from  Heaths  Brigade,  and  the  same  from  the  Cam- 
bridge Brigade,  to  parade  as  soon  as  the  Weather  is  fair,  to 
march  to  ploughd  hill;  one  Surgeon  and  one  mate  from  each 
Brigade  to  be  provided  with  proper  Instruments  and  Dress- 
ings, are  to  be  ready  to  march  with  the  above  detachment. 

By  the  Orders  of  the  17th  Instant,  Thomas  Chace  Esqr  was, 
to  the  prejudice  of  Samuel  Brewer  Esqr.,  through  mistake,  ap- 
pointed to  be  continued  to  do  duty  to  Brigdr.  Genl.  Thomas's 
Brigade,  as  Major  of  Brigade:  His  Excellency  orders  that  mis- 
take to  be  rectified,  and  directs  Samuel  Brewer  to  be  continued, 
to  act  as  Major  of  Brigade,  to  Brigadier  Genl  Thomas — He  is  to 
be  obeyed  as  such — 

To  CAESAR  RODNEY  AND  THOMAS  McKEAN20 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  30, 1775. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  endeavored  to  pay  the  best  attention  in 
my  power  to  your  recommendation  of  Mr.  Parke  by  making 

20 Delaware  Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress. 
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him  an  assistant  Quartermaster-General,  an  office  indispensably 
necessary  in  discharge  of  that  important  and  troublesome 
business.  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  provide  for  more  of  the 
young  gentlemen  who,  at  their  own  expence  have  travelled  and 
continue  here,  from  Pennsylvania  and  elsewhere;  but  the  Con- 
gress seems  to  have  put  it  out  of  their  own  power  to  do  this, 
leaving  by  their  instructions  to  me  the  ultimate  appointment 
of  all  officers  as  high  as  a  colonel  to  the  government  in  which 
the  regiments  originated,  the  obvious  consequence  of  which  is 
that  every  commission  will  be  monopolized  by  these  four  New 
England  governments;  the  good  policy  and  justice  of  which  I 
submit  to  your  better  judgment,  but  should  give  it  as  my  own 
opinion  that  as  the  whole  troops  are  now  taken  into  the  pay 
of  the  United  Colonies,  the  Congress  (which  I  presume  will 
either  by  themselves,  or  a  Committee  of  their  own  body  always 
be  sitting)  ought  to  reserve  the  filling  up  of  all  vacancies  them- 
selves, in  order  that  volunteers  from  every  government  may 
have  an  equal  chance  of  preferment,  instead  of  confining  all 
offices  to  a  few  governments  to  the  total  exclusion  of  the  rest. 
I  have  dropt  these  thoughts  by  way  of  hints  which  you  may 
improve  or  reject  as  they  shall  appear  to  have  or  want  weight.21 
For  the  occurrences  of  the  camp,  the  state  of  the  army,  &c,  I 
refer  to  my  publick  letters  addressed  to  Mr.  Hancock,  and  with 
great  respect  and  gratitude  for  your  good  wishes  contained  in 
your  letter,  I  remain  &c. 

"Ford  quotes  a  letter  from  Samuel  Adams  to  Joseph  Palmer  (April,  1776),  in  the 
collection  of  Dr.  John  S.  H.  Fogg:  "  Some  advantages  arose  to  our  colony  by  the  Con- 
gress adopting  the  army  raised  in  New  England  the  last  spring;  but  among  other 
circumstances  attending  it,  this  was  one,  namely,  that  it  being  now  a  Continental 
army,  the  gentlemen  of  all  the  Colonies  had  a  right  to  and  put  in  for  a  share  in 
behalf  of  their  friends  in  filling  up  the  various  offices.  By  this  means,  it  was  thought, 
that  military  knowledge  and  experience  as  well  as  the  military  spirit,  would  spread 
through  the  colonies;  and  besides,  that  they  would  all  consider  themselves  the  more 
interested  in  the  success  of  our  army,  and  in  providing  for  its  support.  But  then 
there  was  less  room  for  persons  belonging  to  the  Colonies  which  had  first  raised  the 
army,  who  were  well  worthy  of  notice.  Many  of  our  friends  were  discontented,  who 
did  not  advert  to  this  as  the  true  cause  why  they  were  not  promoted." 
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To  THE  NEW  YORK  LEGISLATURE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  30, 1775. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  21st  Instant  is  duly  received,  inclosing 
Mr.  Carters  Information  of  the  Capture  of  the  Charming  Sally ; 
which  from  the  Circumstances  attending  it,  was  undoubtedly 
collusive.  I  have  received  Advice  that  another  Vessel  belong- 
ing to  one  White  at  Marblehead;  whose  ostensible  Voyage  was 
to  Casco  Bay,  was  carried  in  soon  after.  Such  Instances  of 
Avarice  at  such  a  time  and  in  such  a  Cause,  call  for  a  Severe 
Scrutiny  and  exemplary  Punishment. 

Mr.  Livingston  and  some  other  Gentlemen  from  your  City, 
brought  us  the  acceptable  News  of  the  safe  Arrival  of  a  large 
Quantity  of  Powder  and  500  stand  of  Arms.  Our  Situation  is 
such,  as  requires  your  immediate  Assistance  and  Supply  in  that 
Article.  We  have  lately  taken  Possession  of  a  Hill  considerably 
advanced  towards  the  Enemy,  but  our  Poverty  prevents  our 
availing  ourselves  of  any  Advantage  of  Situation.  I  must  there- 
fore most  earnestly  intreat,  that  Measures  may  be  taken  to 
forward  to  this  Camp,  in  the  most  safe  and  expeditious  Manner 
whatever  Amunition  can  be  spared  from  the  immediate  and 
Necessary  Defence  of  the  Province.  The  Value,  of  whatever 
may  be  sent  in  Consequence  of  this  Request,  will  be  paid 
by  orders  from  hence  when  Delivered,  or  negociated  with  the 
Honble.  Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  as  may  be  agreed 
with  the  proprietors;  I  only  request  that  no  time  may  be  lost 
thro'  any  such  Difficulties,  as  our  Situation  is  so  Critical  and 
the  Exigence  so  great.  The  Mode  of  Conveyance  I  must  leave 
with  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  the  City; 
I  doubt  not  they  will  take  every  Precaution  to  make  it  safe  and 
Expeditious.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir,  etc. 
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To  JOHN  DICKINSON 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  30, 1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  25th.  ulto  recommendatory  of 
Mr.  Moylan  came  duly  to  hand,  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  in- 
form you  that  he  is  now  appointed  Commisary-General  of 
Musters;  one  of  the  officers  which  the  Congress  was  pleased  to 
leave  at  my  disposal.  I  have  no  doubt,  from  your  account  of 
this  gentleman  of  his  discharging  the  duty  with  honor  and 
fidelity. 

For  the  occurences  of  the  Camp,  I  refer  to  my  public  Letters, 
addressed  to  Mr.  Hancock  and  am,  etc.22 

To  GOVERNOR  NICHOLAS  COOKE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  31, 1775. 
Sir:  Last  night  I  received  Information,  that  Messrs.  Clark 
and  Nightingale  of  Providence  had  imported  a  Quantity  of 
Gun  Powder,  Lead  and  500  Stand  of  Arms ;  upon  which  I  have 
dispatch'd  Capt.  Baylor  one  of  my  Aids  de  Camp  to  treat  with 
those  Gentlemen  for  the  whole  Importation  if  not  otherwise 
disposed  of;  I  have  directed  him  to  wait  on  you  immediately  on 
his  Arrival  and  must  beg  the  Favor  of  your  Advice  and  Assist- 
ance both  in  negociating  the  Purchase,  and  transporting  it 
hither,  in  the  cheapest  safest  and  most  expeditious  Manner; 
I  flatter  myself  those  Gentn.  will  not  take  an  undue  advantage 
of  the  Distresses  of  their  Country,  so  as  to  exact  an  unreasonable 
Price;  and  that  a  due  Regard  will  be  had  to  the  very  particular 
Necessities  of  this  Army,  so  as  to  prevent  as  far  as  Possible,  any 
Part  of  this  Supply  being  diverted  to  other  uses. — As  I  have  the 

22 The  text  is  from  the  Historical  Magazine  of  August,  1859. 
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most  perfect  Confidence  in  your  Attachment  and  Zeal  for 
the  Public  Interest,  I  am  pursuaded  you  will  use  your  utmost 
Influence  to  give  Effect  to  Capt.  Baylors  Commission;  To  him 
I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  the  News  of  the  Camp.  In  your 
next,  you  will  please  to  inform  me,  what  Progress  you  make 
with  the  Hunting  Shirts.  With  much  Respect  and  Esteem,  Sir 
Your  &ca. 

To  CLARK  &  NIGHTINGALE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  31,  1775. 
Gentn:  Hearing  that  you  have  imported  a  Quantity  of 
Powder  Lead  and  Small  Arms,  I  have  Dispatched  Captain 
Baylor23  one  of  my  Aids  de  Camp  to  treat  with  you  for  it; 
whatever  Engagement  he  shall  enter  into  for  the  whole  or  any 
Part,  I  will  Confirm;  And  upon  Delivery  to  him,  your  Bills 
drawn  on  me  for  the  Price  agreed  on,  shall  be  honored  on  the 
Shortest  Notice.  I  am  Gentn.  Your  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  August  31, 1775. 

Parole  London.    Countersign  Monmouth. 

The  Colonels  or  Officers  commanding  of  each  Regiment  of 
the  Massachusetts  Forces,  are  without  delay  to  make  out  an 
exact  abstract  for  the  month  of  August  of  the  pay  due  to  the 
Commissioned,  Non  Commissioned  Officers  and  private  sol- 
diers of  each  Regiment,  who  were  effective  in  the  said  Regi- 
ment during  that  Month,  and  who  continue  to  be  effective 
in  the  same :  This  Abstract  must  be  signed  by  the  Colonel,  or 
Officer  commanding  each  Regiment  of  the  Massachusetts,  and 
forthwith  deliver'd  by  him  to  the  Commander  in  Chief;  to  the 
end  that  each  of  those  Regiments,  may  immediately  be  paid 
one  month's  pay. 

23  Capt.  George  Baylor. 
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To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  31, 1775. 

Sir:  The  inclosed  Letter  coming  under  such  a  Direction  and 
circumstances,  as  led  me  to  suppose  it  contained  some  interest- 
ing Advices,  either  respecting  a  supply  of  Powder  or  the 
Clothing  lately  taken  at  Philadelphia,  I  took  the  Liberty  of 
breaking  the  Seal  for  which  I  hope  my  motives  will  apologize. 

As  the  rilling  up  the  place  of  the  vacant  Brigadier  General 
will  be  of  the  first  Business  of  the  Honble.  Congress,  I  flatter 
myself  it  will  not  be  deemed  assuming  to  mention  the  names  of 
two  Gentlemen  whose  former  Services  Rank  and  Age  may  be 
thought  worthy  of  attention  on  this  occasion.  Of  the  one  I  can 
speak  from  my  own  Knowledge  of  the  other  only  from  charac- 
ter, the  former  is  Col :  John  Armstrong  of  Pennsylvania,  He 
served  during  the  last  War  in  most  of  the  Campaigns  to  the 
Southward,  was  honoured  with  the  command  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Forces  and  his  general  Military  Conduct  and  Spirit  much 
approved  by  all  who  served  with  him;  besides  which  his  char- 
acter was  distinguished  by  an  Enterprize  against  the  Indians, 
which  he  plann'd  with  great  Judgment  and  executed  with 
equal  courage  and  Success.24  It  was  not  'till  lately,  that  I  had 
reason  to  believe  he  would  enter  again  into  public  Service  and 
it  is  now  wholly  unknown  and  unsolicited  on  his  part. 

The  other  Gentleman  is  Col :  Frye  of  Massachusetts  Bay  he 
entered  into  the  Service  as  early  as  1745,  and  rose  through  the 
different  Military  Ranks  in  the  succeeding  wars  to  that  of  Colo- 
nel, until  last  June,  when  he  was  appointed  a  Major  General 
by  the  Congress  of  this  Province;25  from  these  circumstances 

"■■An  attack  on  the  Indian  town  of  Kittanning,  Pa.,  Sept.  8,  1756.  A  silver  medal 
and  piece  of  plate  were  presented  to  Colonel  Armstrong  by  the  corporation  of  Phila- 
delphia for  his  bravery  and  good  conduct  on  this  occasion.  An  intimacy  of  many 
years'  standing  subsisted  between  him  and  Washington. — Spares. 

^Joseph  Frye.  He  had  been  at  the  siege  of  Louisburg  on  Cape  Breton  Island,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Fort  William  Henry,  N.  Y. 
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together  with  the  favorable  report  made  to  me  of  him,  I  pre- 
sume he  sustained  the  Character  of  a  good  Officer,  tho'  I  do 
not  find  it  distinguished  by  any  peculiar  Service.  Either  of 
those  Gentlemen  or  any  other  whom  the  Hon:  Congress  shall 
favor  with  the  Appointment  will  be  received  by  me  with  the 
utmost  Deference  and  respect.28 

The  late  adjournment,  having  made  it  impracticable  to  the 
Pleasure  of  the  Congress  as  to  the  appointment  of  Brigade 
majors  beyond  the  number  of  three,  which  they  were  pleased 
to  leave  to  me;  and  the  Service  not  admitting  of  farther  delay. 
I  have  continued  the  other  three,  which  I  hope  their  Honors 
will  not  disapprove.  These  latter  were  recommended  by  the 
respective  Corps  to  which  they  belong,  as  the  properest  Persons 
for  these  Offices  until  farther  directions  and  have  discharged 
the  duty  ever  since:  They  are  the  Majors  Box,  Scammell  and 
Samuel  Brewer. 

Last  Saturday  night  we  took  possession  of  a  Hill  consider- 
ably advanced  beyond  our  former  Lines,27  which  brought  on  a 
very  heavy  cannonade  from  the  Enemy  on  Bunkers  Hill,  and 
afterwards  a  Bombardment,  which  has  since  been  kept  up 
but  with  little  Spirit  on  their  side  or  Damage  on  ours.  The 
Work  having  been  continued  ever  since,  is  now  so  advanced 
and  the  Men  so  well  covered  as  leave  us  under  no  Apprehen- 
sions of  much  farther  Loss.  In  this  Affair  we  had  killed,  one 
Adjutant,  one  Volunteer28  and  two  Privates.  The  Scarcity  of 
Ammunition  does  not  admit  of  our  availing  ourselves  of  the 
Situation  as  we  otherwise  might  do;  but  this  I  hope  will  soon 
be  remedied  as  I  have  been  informed  of  the  arrival  of  a  large 

26 Armstrong  was  elected  brigadier  general  by  Congress  on  September  21,  but  Frye 
was  not  commissioned  until  January,  1776. 

27  Ploughed  Hill,  now  known  as  Mount  Benedict. 

^The  volunteer  was  one  Simpson.  Wilkinson's  Memoirs  of  My  Own  Times  (vol.  1, 
p.  17)  states  that  he  was  from  Pennsylvania  and  that  Washington  and  other  officers 
visited  him  after  he  was  wounded. 
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Quantity  at  New  York,  some  at  New  London  and  more  hourly 
expected  at  different  Places.  I  need  not  add  to  what  I  have  said 
on  this  Subject,  our  late  Supply  was  very  seasonable,  but  far 
short  of  our  necessities. 

The  late  adjournment  of  the  Honr.  Congress  having  been 
made  before  my  Letter  of  the  4th  Instant  was  received  I  must 
now  beg  leave  to  recall  their  attention  to  those  parts  of  it,  which 
respect  the  Provision  for  the  Winter,  and  the  Reduction  of  the 
Troops:  The  double  commissions  under  different  Establish- 
ments and  Col:  Gridly's  Appointment  of  Major  General,  in 
all  which  I  hope  to  be  honoured  with  their  Commands,  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  Advocate  General  has  sent  me  a  memo- 
rial respecting  his  Service,  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  inclose 
No.  1  and  from  the  variety  and  Multiplicity  of  Duty  in  a  new 
Army,  as  well  as  his  regular  Service  and  attendance  hitherto, 
I  am  induced  to  recommend  him  to  the  Notice  of  the  Hon- 
ourable Congress. 

The  Treatment  of  our  Officers  Prisoners  at  Boston,  induced 
me  to  write  to  General  Gage  on  that  Subject,  his  answer  and 
my  reply  I  have  the  Honour  to  lay  before  the  Congress  in  the 
Inclosures  No.  2,  3  and  4  since  which  I  have  heard  nothing 
from  him. 

I  remain  with  the  greatest  respect  and  regard,  etc. 

To  MAJOR  CHRISTOPHER  FRENCH 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  August  31, 1775. 

Sir:  I  duly  received  your  Letter  of  the  15th  instant,  with  the 
Inclosures,  which  shall  be  forwarded  into  Boston,  agreeable  to 
your  request. 

I  understand  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Philadelphia,  have  di- 
rected an  Escort  with  you  to  this  Camp.  The  Accommodations, 
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as  well  as  many  other  Reasons,  would  make  your  Residence 
here  extremely  inconvenient,  I  have  therefore  directed  that 
it  be  changed  to  Hartford.  To  this  Effect  I  have  wrote  to  the 
Committee  there,  who  will  take  care  that  suitable  Provision 
shall  be  made  for  you  and  your  Companions,  and  shew  you 
every  civility,  consistent  with  their  Duty,  and  the  Interest  of 
the  Public.  Should  Governor  Trumbull  think  proper  to  make 
any  Alteration  of  your  Residence,  he  is  impowered  so  to  do,  and 
I  make  no  Doubt  of  your  Acquiescence.  I  am  Sir  Your  &c.29 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  i,  1775. 

Parole  Newhaven.    Countersign  Ormond. 

Complaint  has  been  made  to  the  General;  that  the  body  of  a 
Soldier  of  Col  Woodbridges  Regiment  has  been  taken  from  his 
grave  by  persons  unknown;  The  General  and  the  Friends  of  the 
deceased,  are  desirous  of  all  the  Information  that  can  be  given, 
of  the  perpetrators  of  this  abominable  Crime,  that  he,  or  they, 
may  be  made  an  example,  to  deter  others  from  committing  so 
wicked  and  shameful  an  offence — 

The  Magazine  Guard  in  the  Rear  of  Genl.  Sullivan's  brigade 
to  be  relieved  to  morrow  morning,  by  the  brigade  posted  in, 
and  near  Cambridge. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  2, 1775. 
Parole  Portugal.    Countersign  Quebec. 
Capt.  Edward  Crafts  of  Col.  Gridley's  Regiment  of  Artillery, 
tried  yesterday  by  a  General  Court  Martial,  is  acquitted  of  that 

2a  Major  French,  of  the  Twenty-third  Foot,  British  Army,  had  been  captured  on  his 
way  to  Boston.  During  his  captivity  he  wrote  many  letters  to  Washington  complain- 
ing of  the  treatment  he  received. 
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part  of  the  Charge  against  him,  which  relates  to  defrauding  of 
his  men"  and  the  Court  are  also  of  opinion,  that  no  part  of  the 
Charge  against  the  prisoner  is  proved,  except  that  of  using 
abusive  expressions  to  Major  Gridley,  which  being  a  breach  of 
the  49th.  Article  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Massa- 
chusetts Army;  sentence  the  Prisoner  to  receive  a  severe  repri- 
mand from  the  Lt.  Col.  of  the  Artillery  in  the  presence  of  all 
the  Officers  of  the  regiment  and  that  he  at  the  said  time  ask 
pardon  of  Major  Gridley  for  the  said  abusive  language. 

Lieut.  Russell30  of  Capt.  Symonds  Company,  in  the  21st 
Regt.  of  foot,  tried  by  the  above  Court  Martial,  for  "disobedi- 
ence of  orders,"  is  unanimously  acquitted  by  the  court. 

The  General  confirms  the  proceedings  &  Sentence  of  the 
above  Court  Marti. 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  DAVID  WOOSTER 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  2,  1775. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  Favour  of  the  29th  Ult.  by  ex- 
press.31 I  am  very  sensible  that  the  Situation  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Long-Island,  as  well  as  of  all  those  on  the  Coast,  exposes  them 
greatly  to  the  Ravages  of  the  Enemy,  and  it  is  to  be  wished  gen- 
eral Protection  could  be  extended  to  them,  consistent  with  the 


30 Lieut.  William  Russell,  of  Glover's  regiment,  the  Twenty-first  Massachusetts. 

31Wooster's  Connecticut  regiment,  which  had  been  stationed  in  Harlem,  N.  Y.,  had 
later  gone  over  to  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  at  the  request  of  the  New  York  Provincial  Con- 
gress, to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  that  quarter  from  the  British  expeditions  from 
Boston  to  seize  island  cattle  and  other  provisions.  Three  companies  had  been  raised  on 
Long  Island  as  a  part  of  the  regiments  voted  by  the  New  York  Congress,  which  were 
placed  on  the  Continental  establishment.  General  Schuyler  had  ordered  these  compa- 
nies to  the  northward.  Wooster  wrote  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  (August  29) :  "The 
inhabitants  here  think  that  had  General  Schuyler  known  their  very  exposed  situation 
he  would  not  have  ordered  the  companies  away.  The  New  York  Congress  suppose 
they  have  no  right  to  counteract  his  orders.  They  might,  indeed,  have  sent  to  him, 
and  received  an  answer  in  season;  but  they  are  so  refined  in  their  policy, have  so  many 
private  views  to  answer,  and  take  such  infinite  pains  to  keep  out  of  the  plain  path, 
conscious  perhaps  of  their  own  superior  wisdom,  that  they  do  nothing  like  other 
people."  The  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Prosecution  of  those  great  Plans,  which  have  been  adopted  for 
the  common  Safety.  This  was  early  foreseen  and  the  Danger 
provided  for  by  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  That  each  Province 
should  depend  on  it's  own  internal  Strength  against  these  In- 
cursions, the  Prejudice  arising  from  them,  even  if  successful, 
not  being  equal  to  that  of  seperating  the  Army  into  a  Number 
of  small  Detachments,  who  would  be  harrassed  in  fruitless 
Marches  and  Counter-Marches,  after  an  Enemy,  whose  Con- 
veyance by  Shipping  is  so  advantageous  that  they  might  keep 
the  whole  Coast  in  constant  Alarm,  without  our  being  able  per- 
haps at  any  Time,  to  give  them  vigorous  Opposition.  Upon  this 
Principle  I  have  invariably  rejected  every  Application  made  me 
here,  to  keep  any  Detachments  on  the  Coast  for  these  Purposes. 
I  should,  therefore  most  probably  have  thought  it  my  Duty,  to 
have  ordered  the  three  Companies  mentioned  in  your  Letter 
to  have  joined  your  Army,  to  act  in  the  general  Service,  had 
they  not  been  under  Command  from  General  Schuyler  to  join 
him,  but  as  it  is  I  can  by  no  Means  interfere.  He  is  engaged  in  a 
Service  of  the  greatest  Importance  to  the  whole  Continent,  his 
Strength  and  appointments  far  short  of  his  Expectations,  and 
to  give  any  counter  Orders  may  not  only  defeat  his  whole  Plan; 
but  must  make  me  responsible  to  the  Public  for  the  Failure. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  their  further  Stay,  I  would  have  them 
march  immediately.  I  fear  the  Delay  of  the  ten  Days  may  have 
very  bad  Effects,  as  by  my  last  Advices  from  Ticonderoga,  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  was  to  march  in  a  few  Days  for  Canada;  and  it  is 
highly  probable  he  may  depend  upon  these  Companies  to 
occupy  the  Posts  of  Communication,  which  otherwise  he  must 
weaken  his  Army  to  do.  No  provincial  Congress  can  with  any 
Propriety,  interfere  in  the  Disposition  of  Troops  on  the  conti- 
nental Establishment,  much  less  controul  the  Orders  of  any 
General  Officer,  so  that  in  this  Instance  the  Congress  at  New 
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York  have  judged  properly,  in  declining  to  counteract  General 
Schuyler's  Orders.  I  wish  I  could  extend  my  Approbation 
equally  to  the  whole  Line  of  their  Conduct.  Before  you  receive 
this  Letter,  you  will  most  probably  be  able  to  judge  how  far 
your  Continuance  on  Long-Island  will  be  farther  necessary.  If 
the  Fleet  which  last  sailed  was  destined  for  those  Coasts,  it  must 
be  arrived.  If  it  is  not,  it  is  certainly  gone  to  the  Eastward,  and 
your  present  Station  is  no  longer  necessary.  The  Importance  of 
preserving  the  Communication  of  the  North  River  and  many 
other  Reasons  induce  me  to  wish  you  were  returned  to  your 
former  Post.  The  late  Transactions  at  New  York,  furnish  addi- 
tional Reasons  for  your  being  as  near  that  City,  as  is  consistent 
with  the  Discipline  and  Convenience  of  your  Troops.  Your 
next,  therefore,  I  flatter  myself  will  inform  me  of  your  having 
resumed  your  former  Station.  I  am,  Sir,  etc.32 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO 
CAPTAIN  NICHOLSON  BROUGHTON33 

ist.  You  being  appointed  a  Captain  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  Colonies  of  North  America,  are  hereby  directed  to 
take  the  Command  of  a  Detachment  of  said  Army  and  proceed 
on  Board  the  Schooner  Hannah,  at  Beverly  lately  fitted  out 
&  equipp'd  with  Arms,  Ammunition  and  Provisions  at  the 
Continental  Expence. 

2nd.  You  are  to  proceed  as  Commander  of  Sd.  Schooner,  im- 
mediately on  a  Cruize  against  such  Vessels  as  may  be  found  on 

^In  receiving  this  letter  Wooster  returned  immediately  to  Harlem,  N.  Y.,  and 
embarked  for  Albany,  N.  Y.  September  2  Washington  empowered  Nathaniel  Tracy, 
of  Newburyport,  Mass.,  to  impress  as  many  vessels  as  needed  to  transport  troops  on 
a  secret  expedition,  which  was  to  be  against  Canada. 

^Broughton  was  captain  of  the  Continental  armed  schooner  Hannah,  one  of  the 
early  privateers,  sometimes  known  as  Washington's  Fleet,  which  inflicted  considerable 
damage  upon  the  British  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Broughton's  letters  in  the 
Washington  Papers  show  that  he  signed  his  Christian  name  differently  at  various 
times;  it  appears  as  Nicholas,  Nicholson,  and  Nicholasson. 
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the  High  Seas  or  elsewhere,  bound  inward  and  outward  to  or 
from  Boston,  in  the  Service  of  the  ministerial  Army,  and  to  take 
and  seize  all  such  Vessels,  laden  with  Soldiers,  Arms,  Ammuni- 
tion, or  Provisions  for  or  from  sd.  Army,  or  which  you  shall 
have  good  Reason  to  susspect  are  in  such  Service. 

3rd.  If  you  should  be  so  successful  as  to  take  any  of  such 
Vessels,  you  are  immediately  to  send  them  to  to  the  nearest  and 
safest  Port  to  this  Camp,  under  a  careful  Prize-Master,  direct- 
ing him  to  notify  me  by  Express  immediately  of  such  Capture, 
with  all  Particulars  and  there  to  wait  my  farther  Direction. 

4th.  You  are  to  be  very  particular  and  diligent  in  your  Search 
after  all  Letters  and  other  Papers  tending  to  discover  the  De- 
signs of  the  Enemy,  or  of  any  other  Kind,  and  to  forward 
all  such  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

5th.  Whatever  Prisoners  you  may  take,  you  are  to  treat  with 
Kindness  and  Humanity,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  your  own 
Safety.  Their  private  Stock  of  Money,  and  Apparell  to  be  given 
them  after  being  duly  search'd,  and  when  they  arrive  at  any 
Port,  you  are  to  apply  to  the  Committee,  or  to  any  Officer  of  the 
continental  Army  stationed  at  such  Port  for  a  Guard  to  bring 
them  up  to  Head  Quarters. 

6th.  For  your  own  Encouragement  and  that  of  the  other  Offi- 
cers and  Men,  to  Activity,  and  Courage  in  this  Service,  over 
and  above  your  Pay  in  the  Continental  Army,  you  shall  be  en- 
titled to  one  third  Part  of  the  Cargo  of  every  Vessel  by  you 
taken  and  sent  into  Port,  (military  and  naval  Stores  only  ex- 
cepted, which  with  Vessels  and  Apparell  are  reserved  for 
publick  Service)  which  1st  third  Part  is  to  be  divided  among 
the  Officers  and  Men  in  the  following  Proportions.  Captain  6 
Shares,  1st  Lieutt.  5  do,  2nd  Lieutt.  4  do,  Ship's  Master  3  do, 
Steward  2  do,  Mate  iY2  do,  Gunner  il/2  do,  Boatswain  1%  do, 
Gunners  Mate  and  Serjt.  i]/2  do,  Privates  1  Share  each. 
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7th.  You  are  particularly  charged  to  avoid  any  Engagement 
with  any  armed  Vessel  of  the  Enemy, though  you  maybe  equal 
in  Strength,  or  may  have  some  small  Advantage;  the  Design 
of  this  Enterprize,  being  to  intercept  the  Supplies  of  the  Enemy, 
which  will  be  defeated  by  your  running  into  unnecessary 
Engagements. 

8th.  As  there  may  be  other  Vessels  imployed  in  the  same 
Services  with  yourselves,  you  are  to  fix  upon  proper  Signals, 
and  your  Stations  being  settled  so  as  to  take  the  greatest  Range, 
avoid  cruizing  on  the  same  Ground.  If  you  should  happen  to 
take  Prizes  in  Sight  of  each  other;  the  Rules,  which  take  Place 
among  private  Ships  of  War,  are  to  be  observed  in  the  Distribu- 
tion of  the  Prize-Money. 

9th.  In  Case  of  retaking  the  Vessel  of  any  Friend  to  the 
American  Cause,  I  will  recommend  it  to  such  Person  to  make 
a  suitable  Compensation  to  those  who  have  done  such  a  Service; 
but  such  Vessels  are  not  to  be  deemed  as  coming  within  the 
Directions  respecting  other  Vessels. 

10th.  You  are  to  be  extremely  careful  and  frugal  of  your 
Ammunition,  by  no  Means  to  waste  any  of  it  in  Salutes,  or  for 
any  Purpose,  but  what  is  absolutely  necessary.84 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  2, 1775. 
Sir:  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Favor  of  the 
21st.  Ulto.  with  the  Inclosures;  By  my  last  Letter  from  Ticon- 
deroga  I  expect  a  Quantity  of  Lead  will  be  forwarded  soon  to 
your  care  from  thence,  I  am  glad  there  are  such  Prospects 
of  a  Supply  of  that  Article,  from  the  Mines  in  your  Colony;  I 

34  The  draft,  in  the  writing  of  Joseph  Reed,  was  indorsed  later  by  Richard  Varick: 
"  Captn  B.  sailed  the  5th  Sept." 
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make  no  doubt  they  will  receive  such  Encouragement  both 
public  and  private,  as  their  Importance  and  Value  Demand. 

By  the  Time  you  receive  this  Letter  you  will  be  able  to  judge 
with  some  Certainty,  whether  the  Fleet  which  saild  last  from 
Boston  was  destined  for  your  Coast;  If  it  is  not  yet  arrived  we 
may  conclude  it  has  sail'd  to  the  Eastward,  if  it  has  arrived 
the  Issue  will  be  known  immediately ;  so  that  in  either  case,  the 
Continuance  of  the  New  raised  Levies  along  the  Coast  is  unnec- 
essary; You  will  therefore  on  the  Receipt  of  this  be  pleased  to 
order  them  to  March  immediately  to  this  Camp,  directing  the 
Commanding  Officer  at  the  same  Time  to  give  me  2  or  3  days 
Notice  of  the  Time,  in  which  the  Troops  will  arive,  that 
suitable  accomodations  may  be  prepared. 

Their  Presence  is  the  more  necessary,  as  I  may  in  Confidence 
inform  you  that  I  am  about  to  detach  1000  or  1200  Men  on 
an  Expedition  into  Canada,  by  way  of  Kenebeck  River,  from 
which  I  have  the  greatest  Reason  to  expect  either  that  Quebec 
will  fall  into  our  Hands  a  very  easy  Prey,  or  such  a  Diversion 
made  as  will  open  a  very  easy  passage  to  Genl.  Schuyler. 

We  are  now  so  well  secured  in  our  late  Advanced  Post  on 
the  Hill,  that  the  Enemy  have  discontinued  their  Cannon- 
ade, the  Men  continue  in  good  Health  and  Spirits.  I  am  with 
much  Regard  etc. 

To  NATHANIEL  TRACY 

Head  Quarters,  September  2, 1775. 
You  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  take  up  for 
the  Service  of  the  sd.  Colonies  so  many  Vessels  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  the  transporting  a  Body  of  Troops  to  be  detached  from 
this  Army  on  a  secret  Expedition:  Freight  of  such  Vessels  to  be 
paid  in  such  a  Manner  and  at  such  a  Rate  as  is  indorsed  hereon: 
And  in  Case  of  Loss  or  Damage  to  such  Vessels  or  any  of  them 
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such  Loss  or  Damage  to  be  compensated  by  the  Publick  accord- 
ing to  an  Estimation  to  be  made  before  the  sd.  Vessels  proceed 
in  the  above  Service.35 

ORDERS  TO  REUBEN  COLBURN36 

Head  Quarters  at  Cambridge,  September  3, 1775. 

You  are  to  go  with  all  Expedition  to  Gardnerstone  upon  the 
River  Kenebeck  and  without  Delay  proceed  to  The  Construct- 
ing of  Two  Hundred  Batteaus,37  to  row  with  Four  Oars  each. 
Two  Paddles  and  Two  setting  poles  to  be  also  provided  for 
each  Batteau. 

You  are  to  Engage  a  Company  of  Twenty  Men  consisting 
of  Artificers,  Carpenters,  and  Guides  to  go  under  your  Com- 
mand to  Assist  in  such  Services  as  you,  and  they,  may  be  called 
upon  to  Execute: 

You  are  to  purchase  Five  Hundred  Bushells  of  Indian  Corn, 
to  provide  the  Workmen  employ 'd  in  Building  The  Batteaus: 

You  are  to  bespeak  all  The  Pork  and  Flour,  you  can  from  the 
Inhabitants  upon  the  River  Kennebeck,and  a  Commissary  will 
be  immediately  sent  from  the  Commissary  General,  to  agree,  and 
pay  for  the  same;  you  will  also  acquaint  The  Inhabitants,  that 
The  Commissary  will  have  Orders  to  purchase  Sixty  Barrells  of 
Salted  Beef,  of  Two  hundred  and  Twenty  pounds  each  Barrell. 

You  are  to  receive  Forty  Shillings  Lawfull  Money  for  each 
Batteau,  with  the  Oars,  Paddles,  and  Setting  poles  included, 
out  of  which  you  are  also  to  pay  The  Artificers  and  for  all  the 
Provisions,  Nails  &ca.  they  shall  expend.38 

35  In  the  writing  of  Joseph  Reed.  The  vessels  were  to  take  Arnold's  troops  to  the 
Kennebec  River,  whence  he  started  on  his  march  against  Canada.  Reed  added  a  note 
to  the  draft  that  Colonel  Orne,  of  Marblehead,  Mass.,  and  two  other  persons  were  to 
appraise  the  vessels  before  they  proceeded. 

d6Colburn  was  a  native  of  Gardnerstone,  now  Maine. 

87  These  batteaux  were  needed  for  Arnold's  expedition  against  Quebec. 

^In  the  writing  of  Horatio  Gates.  The  original  is  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
Collection  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  3, 1775. 

Parole  Roxbury.    Countersign  Schenectady. 

Benjamin  Child  Soldier  in  Col.  Glover's  Regiment,  and  in 
Capt.  Broughton's  Company,  tried  by  a  General  Court  Martial, 
upon  an  Appeal  from  a  Regimental  Court  Martial.  The  Court 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  the  proceedings  of  the  Regimen- 
tal Court  was  irregular  and  therefore  acquit  the  prisoner. 

To  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  4, 1775. 
Gentn:  Col.  Sergeant39  has  applied  to  me  for  his  Commission 
in  the  Continental  Army,  and  I  have  no  objection  to  Comply 
with  his  request,  but  his  not  having  received  one  under  the 
Legislature  of  this  Province;  But  as  I  do  not  mean  to  confine 
myself  to  Forms,  if  he  has  been  considered  by  this  Govern- 
ment, as  an  Officer  authorised  to  Raise  a  Regiment  and  would 
have  received  a  Commission  on  the  Provincial  Establishment, 
and  you  will  signify  this  to  me  for  my  Government  and  Secu- 
rity, I  shall  make  no  Difficulty  to  grant  a  Commission  to  him, 
on  the  same  Terms  as  are  prescribed  to  the  other  officers.  I  am 
Gentn.  most  Respectfully 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  5, 1775. 

Parole  Waltham.    Countersign  York. 

The  General  Court  Martial  whereof  Col  Experience  Stors 
was  president  is  dissolved.  Capt.  Moses  Hart  of  the  28th.  Regi- 
ment of  foot,  tried  by  the  above  mentioned  genl.  Court  martial, 

30  Paul  Dudley  Sargent. 
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is  found  guilty  of  "drawing  far  more  provisions  than  he  was 
entitled  to,  and  for  unjustly  confining,  and  abusing  his  men"; 
he  is  unanimously  sentenced  to  be  cashiered — The  General 
approves  the  sentence,  and  orders  it  to  take  place  immediately. 

A  Detachment  consisting  of  two  Lieut.  Colonels,  two  Ma- 
jors, ten  Captains,  thirty  Subalterns,  thirty  Serjeants,  thirty 
Corporals,  four  Drummers,  two  Fifers,  and  six  hundred  and 
seventy  six  privates;  to  parade  to  morrow  morning  at  eleven 
O'Clock,  upon  the  Common,  in  Cambridge,  to  go  upon  Com- 
mand with  Col.  Arnold40  of  Connecticut;  one  Company  of 
Virginia  Rifle-men  and  two  Companies  from  Col  Thompson's41 
Pennsylvania  Regiment  of  Rifle-men,  to  parade  at  the  same 
time  and  place,  to  join  the  above  Detachment.42  Tents  and 
Necessaries  proper  and  convenient  for  the  whole,  will  be 
supplied  by  the  Quarter  Master  Genl.  immediately  upon  the 
Detachment  being  collected — As  it  is  imagined  the  Officers 
and  Men,  sent  from  the  Regiments  both  here,  and  at  Roxbury, 
will  be  such  Volunteers,  as  are  active  Woodsmen,  and  well 
acquainted  with  batteaus;  so  it  is  recommended,  that  none 
but  such  will  offer  themselves  for  this  service — Col  Arnold  and 
the  Adjutant  General  will  attend  upon  the  Common,  in  Cam- 
bridge, to  morrow  in  the  forenoon,  to  receive  and  parade  the 
detachment — The  Quarter  Master  General  will  be  also  there  to 
supply  tents  &c. 

The  Colonels  and  commanding  Officers  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Regiments,  who  have  deliver'd  in  their  pay  abstracts  at 
Head  Quarters,  are  immediately  to  apply  to  the  General  for  his 
Warrant  upon  the  Pay  Master  General,  James  Warren  Esqr. 
for  the  pay  for  the  month  of  August;  agreeable  to  the  General 
Order  of  the  31st.  of  last  month. 

40  Col.  Benedict  Arnold. 

"Col.  William  Thompson. 

42 The  expedition  was  to  be  against  Canada. 
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As  great  Complaints  have  heretofore  been  made  by  the  men 
in  regard  to  their  pay;  The  General  expects  the  utmost  exact- 
ness, and  dispatch  be  made  in  this  payment. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  6, 1775. 

Parole  Albany.    Countersign  Bolingbroke. 

Whereas  a  number  of  pretended  Sutlers  utterly  disregarding 
the  good  of  the  service,  sell  Liquor  to  everyone  indiscriminately, 
to  the  utter  subversion  of  all  order  and  good  Government;  the 
Troops  being  continually  debauched,  which  causes  them  to 
neglect  their  duty,  and  to  be  guilty  of  all  those  crimes  which 
a  vicious,  ill  habit  naturally  produces.  To  prevent  such  evils 
from  spreading  in  the  Camp :  No  Person  is  for  the  future  to 
presume  to  sell  any  Stores,  or  Liquor  to  the  troops,  unless  he  be 
first  appointed  Sutler  to  some  Regiment,  by  the  Colonel  or  Offi- 
cer commanding  the  same,  who  will  immediately  punish  such 
Sutler  for  any  Transgression  of  the  Rules  and  Orders  he  is 
directed  to  observe;  And  if  any  Person,  not  regularly  author- 
ized and  appointed,  shall  presume  to  sell  Liquor,  or  Stores  to 
the  Troops  in  the  Camp:  It  is  recommended  to  the  Brigadier 
General,  to  issue  an  order  for  securing  their  persons  and  ef- 
fects. The  Delinquent  to  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a 
General  Court  Martial  and  his  Effects  to  be  applied  for  the 
Refreshment  of  the  Fatiguemen,  and  out  Guards  belonging 
to  the  brigade. 

This  Order  is  not  meant  to  extend  to  those  Sutlers  who  are 
appointed  by  Government,  and  who  are  permitted  to  act  as 
Sutlers  to  the  regiments  for  which  they  were  appointed;  they 
being  subject  to  all  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  army,  the 
same  as  if  appointed  by  the  Colonels. 
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As  the  remoteness  of  some  of  the  Regiments  from  Head 
Quarters  renders  it  difficult  to  send  invitations  to  the  Officers; 
The  Commander  in  Chief  requests,  that  for  the  future,  The 
Field  Officer  of  the  day,  the  Officer  of  his  own  guard,  and 
the  Adjutant  of  the  day;  consider  themselves  invited  to  dine 
at  Head  Quarters,  and  this  general  invitation,  they  are  desired 
to  accept  accordingly. 

To  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  ISLAND 
OF  BERMUDA 

Camp  at  Cambridge  3  Miles  from  Boston, 

September  6, 1775. 
Gentn:  In  the  great  Conflict,  which  agitates  this  Continent,  I 
cannot  doubt  but  the  Assertors  of  Freedom  and  the  Rights  of 
the  Constitution,  are  possessed  of  your  most  favorable  Regards 
and  Wishes  for  Success.  As  Descendents  of  Freemen  and  Heirs 
with  us  of  the  same  Glorious  Inheritance,  we  flatter  ourselves 
that  tho'  divided  by  our  Situation,  we  are  firmly  united  in 
Sentiment;  the  Cause  of  Virtue  and  Liberty  is  Confined  to  no 
Continent  or  Climate,  it  comprehends  within  its  capacious 
Limits,  the  Wise  and  good,  however  dispersed  and  seperated 
in  Space  or  distance.  You  need  not  be  informed,  that  Violence 
and  Rapacity  of  a  tyrannick  Ministry,  have  forced  the  Citizens 
of  America,  your  Brother  Colonists,  into  Arms;  We  equally 
detest  and  lament  the  Prevalence  of  those  Councils,  which  have 
led  to  the  Effusion  of  so  much  human  Blood  and  left  us  no 
Alternative  but  a  Civil  War  or  a  base  Submission.  The  wise 
disposer  of  all  Events  has  hitherto  smiled  upon  our  virtuous 
Efforts;  Those  Mercenary  Troops,  a  few  of  whom  lately  boasted 
of  Subjugating  this  vast  Continent,  have  been  check'd  in  their 
earliest  Ravages  and  are  now  actually  encircled  in  a  small 
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Space;  their  Arms  disgraced,  and  Suffering  all  the  Calamities 
of  a  Siege.  The  Virtue,  Spirit,  and  Union  of  the  Provinces  leave 
them  nothing  to  fear,  but  the  Want  of  Amunition,  The  appli- 
cations of  our  Enemies  to  foreign  States  and  their  Vigilance 
upon  our  Coasts,  are  the  only  Efforts  they  have  made  against 
us  with  Success.  Under  those  Circumstances,  and  with  these 
Sentiments  we  have  turned  our  Eyes  to  you  Gentlemen  for  Re- 
lief, We  are  informed  there  is  a  very  large  Magazine  in  your 
Island  under  a  very  feeble  Guard;  We  would  not  wish  to  in- 
volve you  in  an  Opposition,  in  which  from  your  Situation,  we 
should  be  unable  to  support  you : — We  knew  not  therefore  to 
what  Extent  to  sollicit  your  Assistance  in  availing  ourselves 
of  this  Supply; — but  if  your  Favor  and  Friendship  to  North 
America  and  its  Liberties  have  not  been  misrepresented,  I  per- 
suade myself  you  may,  consistent  with  your  own  Safety,  pro- 
mote and  further  this  Scheme,  so  as  to  give  it  the  fairest  prospect 
of  Success.  Be  assured,  that  in  this  Case,  the  whole  Power  and 
Execution  of  my  Influence  will  be  made  with  the  Honble.  Con- 
tinental Congress,  that  your  Island  may  not  only  be  Supplied 
with  Provisions,  but  experience  every  other  Mark  of  Affection 
and  Friendship,  which  the  grateful  Citizens  of  a  free  Country 
can  bestow  on  its  Brethren  and  Benefactors.  I  am  &c.4s 

To  GOVERNOR  NICHOLAS  COOKE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  6, 1775. 
Sir:  Your  Favor  of  the  30th  August  and  2d  Inst,  are  duly 
received ;  The  Concurrence  of  the  Committee  in  the  Bermuda 
Voyage  is  very  agreeable  and  I  hope  will  prove  a  happy  Earnest 

43 There  is  no  draft  of  this  address  to  the  Bermuda  inhabitants  in  the  Washington 
Papers.  The  copy  of  it  there  was  made  by  George  Taylor,  jr.,  one  of  Varick's  writers, 
in  1781.  (See  Washington's  letter  to  Gov.  Nicholas  Cooke,  August  4,  1775,  ante.) 
Capt.  Abraham  Whipple,  of  Rhode  Island,  sailed  for  Bermuda.  He  arrived  too  late, 
as  Gage  had  already  removed  the  powder. 
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of  its  Success;  Inclosed  is  a  Letter  to  the  Inhabitants  of  that 
Island  of  the  tenor  you  have  Suggested;  but  I  shall  depend 
upon  Capt.  Whipple's  not  making  use  of  it,  except  in  Case  of 
real  Necessity. 

I  am  to  acknowledge  your  kind  assistance  to  Capt.  Bayler  in 
his  late  Errand,  and  must  desire  you  to  make  known  to  Messrs. 
Clark  &  Nightingale,  that  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  Patriotic 
and  disinterested  Part  they  have  acted  on  this  Occasion. 

As  the  Congress  will  depend  on  a  Supply  of  Tow  Cloth  from 
your  Colony,  unless  they  are  apprized  to  the  Contrary,  I  appre- 
hend it  will  be  proper  through  your  Deligates,  to  acquaint 
them,  of  the  State  in  which  you  have  found  that  Article,  in 
order  to  guard  against  a  Disappointment. 

The  Removal  of  the  Stock  from  the  Coast  and  Islands,  will 
I  hope  have  its  Effect,  in  sending  the  Minesterial  Plunderers 
empty  home.  We  have  yet  no  Accounts  of  the  last  Fleet,  except 
6  who  return'd  from  Louisburgh  with  Coal,  a  few  Days  ago. 

I  need  not  mention  to  you  the  vast  Importance  of  gaining 
Intelligence  of  the  Enemy's  Motions  and  Designs  as  early  as 
possible;  The  great  saving  to  the  Continent  both  of  Blood  and 
Money;  a  Detection  of  our  secret  and  most  Dangerous  Ene- 
mies, with  innumerable  other  Advantages,  would  result  from 
the  Interception  of  their  Correspondence  at  this  Juncture;  I  have 
therefore  thought  Proper,  to  propose  to  you  the  Seizing  the 
Mail  by  the  next  Packet;  She  is  Hourly  expected  from  Eng- 
land; her  Force  of  Men  and  Guns  inconsiderable;  none  but 
Swivels  and  only  mann'd  with  18  Men. 

If  the  Vessel  proposed  to  go  to  Bermuda  should  cruize  for  a 
few  Days  off  Sandy  Hook,  I  have  no  Doubt  she  would  fall  in 
with  her;  In  which  Case  she  might  with  little  or  no  Delay  land 
the  Mail,  in  order  to  be  forwarded  to  me  and  proceed  on  her 
Voyage;  But  if  there  are  any  material  objections  to  this  Mode, 
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I  am  still  so  anxious  upon  the  Subject,  that  I  would  have  it 
tried  with  another  Vessel  at  the  Continental  Expence  and 
will  for  that  end  direct,  that  any  charge  which  may  accrue 
in  this  Service,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Paymaster  here,  upon  being 
duly  liquidated. 

It  will  be  necessary  that  some  person  well  acquainted  with 
the  Packets  should  be  on  Board  our  Vessel,  or  the  Stopping  in- 
ward bound  Vessels  indiscriminately  will  give  the  Alarm  and 
she  may  be  apprised  of  her  Danger;  The  choice  of  a  proper 
Officer  with  the  care  of  providing  a  suitable  Vessel  &c.  I  must 
leave  to  you.  should  it  meet  with  the  desired  Success  there  can 
be  no  doubt  the  Honble.  Continental  Congress  will  distinguish 
and  Reward  the  officer  and  men  who  shall  have  done  so  essential 
a  Service;  nor  shall  I  fail  in  making  known  to  them  how  much 
the  Public  Service  is  indebted  to  you  for  your  Zeal  and  Activity 
on  all  occasions.44  I  am  Sir  &ca. 

To  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  CANADA 

Friends  and  Brethren:  The  unnatural  Contest  between  the 
English  Colonies,  and  Great  Britain  has  now  risen  to  such  a 
Height,  that  Arms  alone  must  decide  it. 

The  Colonies,  confiding  in  the  Justice  of  their  Cause  and 
the  purity  of  their  intentions,  have  reluctantly  appealed  to  that 
Being,  in  whose  hands  are  all  Human  Events :  He  has  hitherto 
smiled  upon  their  virtuous  Efforts:  The  Hand  of  Tyranny  has 
been  arrested  in  its  Ravages,  and  the  British  Arms,  which  have 
shone  with  so  much  Splendor  in  every  part  of  the  Globe,  are 
now  tarnished  with  disgrace  and  disappointment.  Generals 

44 Captain  Whipple  accordingly  cruised  off  New  York  for  some  days  until  he 
learned  that  the  mail  packet  had  safely  reached  that  city,  when  he  laid  his  course  for 
Bermuda.  Meanwhile  Washington  had  heard  that  the  powder  in  that  island  had  been 
removed  by  Gage,  and  a  vessel  was  sent  to  intercept  Whipple's  useless  voyage  but 
missed  him. 
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of  approved  experience,  who  boasted  of  subduing  this  great 
Continent,  find  themselves  circumscribed  within  the  limits  of 
a  single  City  and  its  Suburbs,  suffering  all  the  shame  and  dis- 
tress of  a  Siege.  While  the  Freeborn  Sons  of  America,  animated 
by  the  genuine  principles  of  Liberty  and  Love  of  their  Country, 
with  increasing  Union,  Firmness  and  discipline,  repel  every 
attack  and  despise  every  Danger. 

Above  all  we  rejoice  that  our  Enemies  have  been  deceived 
with  Regard  to  you:  They  have  persuaded  themselves,  they 
have  even  dared  to  say,  that  the  Canadians  were  not  capable 
of  distinguishing  between  the  Blessings  of  Liberty  and  the 
Wretchedness  of  Slavery;  that  gratifying  the  Vanity  of  a  little 
Circle  of  Nobility  would  blind  theEyes  of  thepeople  of  Canada. 
By  such  Artifices  they  hoped  to  bend  you  to  their  Views;  but 
they  have  been  deceived :  Instead  of  finding  in  you  that  poverty 
of  Soul,  and  baseness  of  Spirit,  they  see  with  a  Chagrin  equal 
to  our  Joy,  that  you  are  enlightened,  generous,  and  Virtuous; 
that  you  will  not  renounce  your  own  Rights,  or  serve  as  Instru- 
ments to  deprive  your  Fellow  subjects  of  theirs.  Come  then, 
my  Brethern,  Unite  with  us  in  an  indissoluble  Union.  Let 
us  run  together  to  the  same  Goal.  We  have  taken  up  Arms  in 
Defence  of  our  Liberty,  our  Property;  our  Wives  and  our  Chil- 
dren: We  are  determined  to  preserve  them  or  die.  We  look 
forward  with  pleasure  to  that  day  not  far  remote  (we  hope) 
when  the  Inhabitants  of  America  shall  have  one  Sentiment 
and  the  full  Enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  a  Free  Government. 

Incited  by  these  Motives  and  encouraged  by  the  advice  of 
many  Friends  of  Liberty  among  you,  the  Great  American 
Congress  have  sent  an  Army  into  your  Province,  under  the 
command  of  General  Schuyler;  not  to  plunder  but  to  protect 
you;  to  animate  and  bring  forth  into  Action  those  sentiments 
of  Freedom  you  have  declared,  and  which  the  Tools  of  dis- 
positism  would  extinguish  through  the  whole  Creation.  To 


480  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Sept. 

co-operate  with  this  design  and  to  frustrate  those  cruel  and 
perfidious  Schemes,  which  would  deluge  our  Frontier  with 
the  Blood  of  Women  and  Children,  I  have  detached  Colonel 
Arnold  into  your  Country,  with  a  part  of  the  Army  under  my 
Command.  I  have  enjoined  upon  him,  and  I  am  certain  that 
he  will  consider  himself,  and  act  as  in  the  Country  of  his  Pa- 
trons and  best  Friends.  Necessaries  and  Accommodations  of 
every  kind  which  you  may  furnish,  he  will  thankfully  receive, 
and  render  the  full  Value.  I  invite  you  therefore  as  Friends 
and  Brethren,  to  provide  him  with  such  supplies  as  your  Coun- 
try affords;  and  I  pledge  myself  not  only  for  your  safety  and 
security,  but  for  ample  Compensation.  Let  no  Man  desert  his 
habitation.  Let  no  Man  flee  as  before  an  Enemy. 

The  cause  of  America  and  of  liberty  is  the  cause  of  every 
virtuous  American  Citizen  Whatever  may  be  his  Religion  or 
his  descent,  the  United  Colonies  know  no  distinction,  but  such 
as  Slavery,  Corruption  and  Arbitrary  Domination  may  create. 
Come  then  ye  generous  Citizens,  range  yourselves  under  the 
Standard  of  general  Liberty,  against  which  all  the  force  and 
Artifice  of  Tyranny  will  never  be  able  to  prevail.  I  am,  etc.45 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  7, 1775. 
Parole  Cambridge.    Countersign  Dorchester 
Repeated  Complaints  being  made  by  the  Regimental  Sur- 
geons, that  they  are  not  allowed  proper  Necessaries  for  the 
Use  of  the  sick  before  they  become  fit  Objects  for  the  General 

45 An  interesting  record  of  this  address  exists  in  the  Washington  Papers  in  broadside 
form,  with  French  and  English  in  parallel  columns.  It  is  apparently  a  printer's  proof, 
and  the  French  is  corrected  in  the  writing  of  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  Lee.  The  date  of  its 
composition  justifies  its  position  in  the  Varick  Transcripts  at  this  point  (September  7), 
but  apparently  the  printed  copies  were  not  ready  before  Arnold  left  Cambridge,  as  he 
acknowledges  their  receipt  at  Fort  Wesson  September  25.  Schuyler  had  before  this 
drawn  up  and  sent  into  Canada  a  declaration  to  the  inhabitants.  A  copy  of  it,  dated 
Sept.  5,  1775,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


1775]  HOSPITALS  481 

Hospital:  And  the  Director  General  of  the  hospital  complains, 
that  contrary  to  the  Rule  of  every  established  army,  these  Regi- 
mental Hospitals  are  more  expensive  than  can  be  conceived; 
which  plainly  indicates  that  there  is  either  an  unpardonable 
Abuse  on  one  side,  or  an  inexcusable  neglect  on  the  other. 
And  Whereas  the  General  is  exceedingly  desirous  of  having 
the  utmost  care  taken  of  the  sick  (wherever  placed  and  in 
every  stage  of  their  disorder)  but  at  the  same  time  is  deter- 
min'd,  not  to  suffer  any  impositions  on  the  public;  he  requires 
and  orders,  that  the  Brigadiers  General  with  the  commanding 
Officers  of  each  Regiment  in  his  brigade;  do  set  as  a  Court  of 
enquiry  into  the  Causes  of  these  Complaints,  and  that  they 
summon  the  Director  General  of  the  hospital,  and  their  several 
Regimental  Surgeons  before  them,  and  have  the  whole  matter 
fully  investigated  and  reported.  This  enquiry  to  begin  on  the 
left  of  the  Line  to  morrow,  at  the  hour  of  ten  inGenl.  Sullivan's 
brigade. 

When  a  Soldier  is  so  Sick  that  it  is  no  longer  safe,  or  proper 
for  him  to  remain  in  Camp,  he  should  be  sent  to  the  General 
Hospital.  There  is  no  need  of  regimental  Hospitals  without 
the  Camp,  when  there  is  a  general  Hospital  so  near  and  so 
well  appointed. 

Col  Thompson's  Regiment  of  Rifle  men  to  be  mustered  to 
morrow  morning  at  seven  'OClock,  Genl.  Green's  Brigade 
to  be  mustered,  Saturday  morning  at  the  same  hour.  These 
Corps  are  to  be  one  day  off  duty,  previous  to  their  being  mustered. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  7, 1775. 
Sir:  I  do  myself  the  Honor  of  Addressing  you  in  Conse- 
quence of  an  Application  from  the  Commissary  General,  who 
is  by  my  directions,  taking  all  proper  Precautions  on  the 
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Approach  of  Winter.  I  desired  him  to  commit  to  Writing  such 
Proposals  as  his  Experience  and  Knowledge  of  the  Country 
might  intitle  him  to  make,  which  he  has  done  in  the  Paper 
which  I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose.  The  Difficulty  of  procuring 
a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Salt,  which  I  objected  to  him,  he  has  fully 
obviated  by  assuring  me,  that  there  is  so  much  now  actually  in 
Store  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Towns,  as  will  remove  all 
Possibility  of  a  Disappointment. 

I  propose  to  do  myself  the  Honor  of  Writing  in  a  few  Days 
fully  and  particularly  on  several  Heads,  to  which  I  must  now 
refer.  In  the  mean  Time  I  have  only  to  inform  the  Honr. 
Congress,  that  I  have  received  a  small  supply  of  7000  lb.  Pow- 
der this  Week,  from  Rhode  Island,  and  in  a  few  days  expect  7 
Tons  of  Lead  and  500  Stand  of  Arms.  A  part  of  the  same  Im- 
portation, and  to  request  that  more  Money  may  be  forwarded 
with  all  Expedition;  the  Military  Chest  being  nearly  exhausted. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  respect  &ca. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  8, 1775. 

Parole  Edington.    Countersign  Falkland. 

Capt.  Perry46  of  Col  Walkers  Regiment,  tried  at  a  General 
Court  Martial,  whereof  Col.  Alden  was  president  for  "permit- 
ting persons  to  pass  the  Lines  on  Boston  Neck,"  is  found  guilty 
of  the  Crimes  laid  to  his  charge;  but  from  alleviating  Circum- 
stances, is  sentenced  only  to  be  severely  reprimanded  at  the 
head  of  his  Regiment.  The  General  approves  the  sentence,  and 
orders  it  to  be  put  in  execution  accordingly. 

The  Detachment  going  under  the  Command  of  Col  Arnold, 
to  be  forthwith  taken  off  the  Roll  of  duty,  and  to  march  this 
evening  to  Cambridge  Common;  where  Tents,  and  every 
thing  necessary,  is  provided  for  their  reception.   The  Rifle 

40  Capt.  John  Perry,  of  Timothy  Walker's  regiment. 
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Company  at  Roxbury,  and  those  from  Prospect-hill,  to  march 
early  to  morrow  Morning  to  join  the  above  detachment.  Such 
Officers  and  men,  as  are  taken  from  Genl.  Green's  brigade,  for 
the  above  detachment,  are  to  attend  the  Muster  of  their  respec- 
tive Regiments  to  morrow  morning  at  seven  O'clock,  upon 
Prospect-hill,  when  the  Muster  is  finished,  they  are  forthwith 
to  rejoin  the  Detachment  at  Cambridge. 

*To  THE  MAJOR  AND  BRIGADIER  GENERALS47 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  8, 1775. 

Gentlemen:  As  I  mean  to  call  upon  you  in  a  day  or  two  for 
your  opinions  upon  a  point  of  a  very  Interesting  nature  to  the 
well  being  of  the  Continent  in  general,  and  this  Colony  in  par- 
ticular; I  think  it  proper,  indeed  an  incumbent  duty  on  me 
previous  to  this  meeting,  to  intimate  to  the  end  and  design  of 
it,  that  you  may  have  time  to  consider  the  matter  with  that 
deliberation  and  attention  which  the  Importance  of  it  requires. 

It  is  to  know  whether,  in  your  judgment,  we  cannot  make 
a  successful  attack  upon  the  Troops  in  Boston,  by  means  of 
Boats,  cooperated  by  an  attempt  upon  their  Lines  at  Roxbury. 
The  success  of  such  an  Enterprize  depends,  I  well  know,  upon 
the  all  wise  disposer  of  Events,  and  is  not  within  the  reach  of 
human  wisdom  to  foretell  the  Issue;  but,  if  the  prospect  is  fair, 
the  undertaking  is  justifiable  under  the  following,  among  other 
reasons  which  might  be  assigned. 

The  Season  is  now  fast  approaching  when  warm,  and  com- 
fortable Barracks  must  be  erected  for  the  Security  of  the  Troops, 
against  the  inclemency  of  the  Winter;  large  and  costly  pro- 
vision must  be  made  in  the  article  of  Wood,  for  the  Supply  of 
the  Army;  and  after  all  that  can  be  done  in  this  way,  it  is  but 

47Maj.  Gens.  Artemas  Ward,  Charles  Lee,  and  Israel  Putnam;  Brig.  Gens.  John 
Thomas,  Joseph  Spencer,  William  Heath,  John  Sullivan,  Nathanael  Greene,  and 
Horatio  Gates. 
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too  probable  that  Fences,  Woods,  Orchards,  and  even  Houses 
themselves,  will  fall  Sacrifices  to  the  want  of  Fuel,  before  the 
end  of  the  Winter.  A  very  considerable  difficulty,  if  not  expence, 
must  accrue  on  acct.  of  Cloathing  for  the  Men  now  ingaged  in 
the  Service,  and  if  they  do  not  inlist  again,  this  difficulty  will 
be  Increased  to  an  almost  insurmountable  degree.  Blankets 
I  am  inform'd  are  now  much  wanted,  and  not  to  be  got,  how 
then  shall  we  be  able  to  keep  Soldiers  to  their  duty,  already 
impatient  to  get  home,  when  they  come  to  feel  the  Severity  of 
Winter  without  proper  Covering?  If  this  Army  should  not 
Incline  to  engage  for  a  longer  term  than  the  first  of  January, 
what  then  is  to  be  the  consequence,  but  that  you  must  either 
be  obliged  to  levy  new  Troops  and  thereby  have  two  Setts 
(or  partly  so)  in  pay  at  the  same  time,  or,  by  disbanding  one  set 
before  you  get  the  other,  expose  the  Country  to  desolation,  and 
the  Cause  perhaps  to  irretrievable  Ruin.  These  things  are  not 
unknown  to  the  Enemy,  perhaps  it  is  the  very  ground  they 
are  building  on,  if  they  are  not  waiting  a  reinforcement;  and 
if  they  are  waiting  for  succours,  ought  it  not  to  give  a  Spur  to 
the  attempt  ?  Our  Powder  (not  much  of  which  would  be  con- 
sumed in  such  an  enterprize)  without  any  certainty  of  Supply, 
is  daily  wasting,  and  to  sum  up  the  whole,  in  spite  of  every 
saving  that  can  be  made,  the  expence  of  supporting  this  Army 
will  so  far  exceed  any  Idea  that  was  form'd  in  Congress  of  it, 
that  I  do  not  know  what  will  be  the  consequences. 

These  among  many  other  reasons  which  might  be  assigned, 
induce  me  to  wish  a  speedy  finish  of  the  dispute ;  but,  to  avoid 
these  evils  we  are  not  to  loose  sight  of  the  difficulties,  the  hazard, 
and  the  loss  that  may  accompany  the  attempt,  nor,  what  will 
be  the  probable  consequences  of  a  failure. 

That  every  circumstance  for  and  against  this  measure  may 
be  duely  weighted,  that  there  may  be  time  for  doing  of  it, 
and  nothing  of  this  Importance  resolved  on  but  after  mature 
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deliberation,  I  give  this  previous  notice  of  the  Intention  of  call- 
ing you  together  on  Monday  next,  at  Nine  o'clock,  at  which 
time  you  are  requested  to  attend  at  head  Quarters.  It  is  unnec- 
essary I  am  perswaded,to  recommend  Secrecy,  as  the  Success  of 
the  Enterprize,  (if  undertaken)  must  depend  in  a  great  meas- 
ure upon  the  suddenness  of  the  stroke.  I  am  with  the  greatest 
esteem,  etc.48  [  ms.  h.  s.  ] 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  PHILIP  SCHUYLER 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  8,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  Favour  of  the  31st  August, 
and  am  much  engaged  in  sending  off  the  Detachment  under 
Col.  Arnold  upon  the  Plan  contained  in  mine  of  the  20th  Ult. 
A  Variety  of  Obstacles  have  retarded  us  since  the  Express 
returned  with  yours  of  the  27th  Augt.  from  Albany;  but  we 
are  now  in  such  Forwardness  that  I  expect  they  will  set  out  by 
Sunday  next  at  farthest.  I  shall  take  Care  in  my  Instructions 
to  Col;  Arnold  that  in  Case  there  should  be  a  Junction  of  the 
Detachment  with  your  Army,  you  shall  have  no  Difficulty 
in  adjusting  the  Scale  of  Command. 

You  seem  so  sensible  of  the  absolute  Necessity  of  preserving 
the  Friendship  of  the  Canadians,  that  I  need  say  nothing  on 
that  Subject;  but  that  a  strict  Discipline  and  punctual  Payment 
for  all  Necessaries  brought  to  your  Camp  will  be  the  most  cer- 
tain Means  of  attaining  so  valuable  and  important  an  End.  I 
shall  inculcate  the  same  Principle  most  strongly  on  our  Troops 

48 The  council  of  war  met  (September  n)  and  decided  against  the  attempt.  Sir 
William  Howe  wrote  to  Governor  Legge,  of  Nova  Scotia  (September  4)  in  explana- 
tion of  the  British  inactivity:  "The  situation  of  the  king's  troops  and  that  of  the  rebels 
is  nearly  the  same  as  when  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  last.  They  are  entrenched 
upon  every  advantageous  spot,  and  we  are  so  strongly  posted  here  that  we  wish  to 
tempt  them  to  attack  us,  which  if  they  do  not  shortly  do,  perhaps  we  may  try  our  for- 
tune against  them;  but  we  are  so  well  prepared  upon  these  heights  [Charlestown] 
that  it  would  be  imprudent  to  attack  them  before  we  give  up  their  coming  to  us." 
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who  go  from  hence;  as  that  on  which  their  Safety,  Success  and 
Honour  entirely  depends.  I  am  truly  concerned  that  your  Sup- 
plies and  Appointments  are  so  far  short  of  your  Expectations; 
but,  I  trust,  you  will  have  a  feeble  Enemy  to  contend  with,  and 
a  whole  Province  on  your  Side,  two  Circumstances  of  great 
Weight  in  the  Scale.  Your  Situation  for  some  Time  must  be  so 
critical  and  interesting,  that,  I  hope,  you  will  not  fail  giving  me 
constant  Information  of  your  Motions  and  Success.  Believe 
me  with  much  Truth  and  Regard,  etc. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  8,  1775. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  please  to  give  direc- 
tions, that  all  the  New  Levies  march  immediately  to  this  Camp. 
By  a  Resolution  of  Congress  the  Troops  on  the  Continental 
Establishment,  were  not  to  be  employed  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Coasts,  or  of  any  particular  Province,  the  Militia  being  deemed 
competent  to  that  Service.  When  I  directed  these  Troops  to 
remain  in  their  own  Province,  I  had  some  reason  to  expect  a 
Remove  from  Boston  to  New  York,  in  which  case  they  would 
have  been  able  to  give  them  more  speedy  oposition,  But  as  that 
Suspicion  now  appears  groundless,  there  will  be  an  Impro- 
priety in  continuing  them  where  they  now  are,  consistent  with 
the  above  Resolve. 

The  Detachment  which  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  will  March 
in  2  Days  and  I  shall  have  Occasion  for  the  Troops  from  you  to 
fill  their  Places;  The  Ministerial  Expedition  must  I  appre- 
hend by  this  Time  have  come  to  some  Issue,  they  are  either 
returned  with  Disappointment,  or  have  succeeded  on  their 
Errand;  in  either  case  the  Men  can  be  spared  without  danger 
to  the  Country;  but  should  this  not  be  the  Case  and  they  are 
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still  hovering  on  the  Coast,  it  is  to  make  no  difference  in  their 
March;  so  that  I  shall  at  all  events  expect  them  here  next 
Week,  for  which  you  will  please  to  give  the  Necessary  Orders. 
I  am  &c. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  9, 1775. 

Parole  Geneva.    Countersign  Hartford. 

The  Major  General  commanding  the  division  of  the  army, 
posted  between  Prospect-hill  and  Cambridge  river,  is  to  be  very 
exact  in  obliging  the  Colonels  and  Field  Officers,  to  lay  in  the 
Encampments  of  their  respective  regiments;  and  particularly, 
the  Colonel  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  30th  Regiment. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

September  9, 1775. 
Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  6th.  Instant  is  now  before  me.  Our 
State  of  Amunition  disables  us  from  availing  ourselves  of  our 
present  Stations  as  I  would  wish  to  do,  and  requires  every  As- 
sistance that  can  be  given  it : — You  will  therefore  on  the  receipt 
of  this  be  pleased  to  forward  whatever  can  be  spared  from  the 
Necessities  of  the  Colony,  and  the  more  Expedition  you  can 
use,  the  more  acceptable  it  will  be.  I  am  Sir,  etc. 

*To  JOHN  AUGUSTINE  WASHINGTON 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  10, 1775. 
Dear  Brother:  So  little  has  happend  since  the  date  of  my 
last,  that  I  should  scarce  have  given  you  the  trouble  of  reading 
this  Letter,  did  I  not  imagine  that  it  might  be  some  satisfaction 
to  you  to  know  that  we  are  well  and  in  no  fear  or  dread  of 
the  Enemy.  Being,  in  our  own  opinion  at  least,  very  securely 
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Intrenched,  and  wishing  for  nothing  more  than  to  see  the 
Enemy  out  of  their  strong  holds,  that  the  dispute  may  come  to 
an  Issue. 

The  inactive  state  we  lye  in  is  exceedingly  disagreeable,  espe- 
cially as  we  can  see  no  end  to  it,  having  had  no  advices  lately 
from  Great  Britain  to  form  a  judgment  upon. 

In  taking  possession  about  a  fortnight  ago,  of  a  Hill  within 
point  blank  (Cannon)  shott  of  the  Enemy's  Lines  on  Charles 
Town  Neck  we  expected  to  bring  on  a  general  Action,  espe- 
cially as  we  had  been  threatened  by  reports  from  Boston  sev- 
eral days  before,  that  they  (that  is  the  Enemy)  intended  an 
Attack  upon  our  Intrenchments,  nothing,  however,  followed 
but  a  severe  Cannonade  for  a  day  or  two,  and  a  Bombardment 
afterwards  for  the  like  time;  which,  however,  did  us  no  other 
damage,  than  to  kill  two  or  three  men,  and  wound  as  many 
more.  Both  are  now  at  an  end,  as  they  found  that  we  disre- 
garded their  Fire  and  continued  our  Works  'till  we  had  got 
them  compleated. 

Unless  the  Ministerial  Troops  in  Boston  are  waiting  for  rein- 
forcements, I  cannot  devise  what  they  are  staying  there  after; 
and  why  (as  they  affect  to  despise  the  Americans,)  they  do  not 
come  forth,  and  put  an  end  to  the  contest  at  once.  They  suffer 
greatly  for  want  of  fresh  Provisions,  notwithstanding  they  have 
pillaged  several  Islands  of  a  good  many  Sheep  and  Cattle.  They 
are  also  scarce  of  Fuel,  unless,  (according  to  the  acct.  of  one  of 
their  Deserters,)  they  mean  to  pull  down  Houses  for  Firing. 
In  short,  they  are,  from  all  accts.  suffering  all  the  Inconven- 
iencies  of  a  Siege.  It  is  true,  by  having  the  entire  Command  of 
the  Sea,  and  a  powerful  Navy;  and  moreover,  as  they  are  now 
beginning  to  take  all  Vessells  indiscriminately,  we  cannot  stop 
their  Supplies  through  that  Channel;  but  their  Succours  in  this 
way  hath  not  been  so  powerful  as  to  enable  them  to  give  the 
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Common  Soldiers  much  fresh  meat  as  yet.  By  an  Acct.  from 
Boston  of  the  4th  Instt.  the  Cattle  lately  brought  in  there,  sold 
at  publick  auction  from  Fifteen  to  ;£  34.10  Sterg.  apiece;  and 
the  Sheep  from  30/  to  36/  each;  and  that  Fowls  and  every  other 
Species  of  Fresh  Provisions  went  in  proportion.  The  expence 
of  this,  one  would  think,  must  soon  tire  them  were  it  not  that 
they  intend  to  fix  all  the  Expence  of  this  War  upon  the  Colonies, 
if  they  can,  I  suppose  we  shall  add. 

I  am  just  sending  off  a  Detachment  of  1000  Men  to  Quebec, 
by  the  way  of  Kennebec  River,  to  co-operate  with  General 
Schuyler  who  by  this  is,  I  expect,  at  or  near  St.  Johns,  on  the 
North  end  of  Lake  Champlain;  and  may,  for  ought  I  know 
have  determined  the  Fate  of  his  Army  and  that  of  Canada,  as 
he  left  Crown  point  the  31st  of  last  Month  for  the  Isle-au-Noix, 
(within  12  Miles  of  St.  Johns,  where  Govr.Carleton's  principal 
force  lay.)  If  he  should  succeed  there,  he  will  soon  after  be 
in  Montreal  without  opposition;  and  if  the  Detachment  I  am 
sending  (though  late  in  the  season,)  from  hence  should  be  able 
to  get  posession  of  Quebec,  the  Ministrys  Plan,  in  respect  to 
that  Government  will  turn  out  finely. 

I  have  only  to  add  my  love  to  my  Sister  and  the  little 
ones,  and  that  I  am  with  the  greatest  truth,  Dr.  Sir  Yr.  Most 
Affecte.  Bror. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  11, 1775. 

Parole  Lancaster.    Countersign  Middleton. 

Col.  Ebenezer  Bridge,  of  the  27th  Regt.  of  foot,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Colonies;  tried  at  a  General  Court  martial, 
whereof  Brigd.  Genl.  Green  was  president,  for  "misbehaviour 
and  neglect  of  duty,  in  the  Action  at  Bunkers-hill,  on  the  17th 
of  June  last";  The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  Indisposition  of 
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body,  render'd  the  prisoner  incapable  of  action,  and  do  there- 
fore acquit  him. 

Ensign  Moses  Howe  of  Col  David  Brewers  Regt.  tried  by  a 
General  Court  Martial,  whereof  Col.  Alden  was  prest. — for 
"contempt  of  the  service";  The  Court  after  due  examination 
of  the  Evidence,  acquit  the  prisoner. 

Ensign  Levi  Bowen — of  the  same  Regiment,  and  tried  by 
the  same  General  Court  Martial  for  "absenting  from  his  regi- 
ment without  leave" —  The  Court  find  the  prisoner  guilty  of 
the  Crime  laid  to  his  Charge,  and  do  therefore  sentence  him  to 
be  cashiered 

General  Heath's  Brigade  to  be  mustered  upon  Thursday 
morning  next,  at  eleven  O'clock,  and  Col.  Fry es  Brigade,  upon 
Saturday  morning,  at  the  same  time. 

Col.  Thompson's  Battalion  of  Rifle-men  posted  upon  Pros- 
pect-hill, to  take  their  share  of  all  duty  of  Guard  and  Fatigue, 
with  the  Brigade  they  encamp  with — 

A  General  Court  Martial  to  sit  as  soon  as  possible  to  try  the 
men  of  that  Regiment,  who  are  now  prisoners  in  the  main 
Guard,  and  at  Prospect-hill,  and  accused  of  "mutiny." 

The  Riflemen  posted  at  Roxbury,  and  towards  Letchmore's 
point,  are  to  do  duty  with  the  brigade  they  are  posted  with. 

The  General  Court  Martial  to  meet  to  morrow  morning 
at  seven  O'clock,  to  consist  of  three  Field  Officers  and  ten 
Captains. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  13, 1775. 

Parole  Pembroke.    Countersign  Quebec. 

The  thirty  three  Riflemen  of  Col  Thompsons  Battalion  tried 
yesterday  by  a  General  Court  Martial,  whereof  Col  Nixon  was 
president,  for  "disobedient"  and  mutinous  Behaviour";  are 
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each  of  them  sentenced  to  pay  the  sum  of  Twenty  Shillings,  ex- 
cept John  Seamon,  who,  over  and  above  his  fine,  is  to  suffer  six 
days  imprisonment.  The  Pay  Master  of  the  regiment  to  stop 
the  Fine  from  each  man,  out  of  their  next  Month's  pay,  which 
must  be  paid  to  Dr.  Church  for  the  use  of  the  General  hospital. 

To  COLONEL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  14, 1775. 
Sir:  You  are  intrusted  with  a  Command  of  the  utmost  Con- 
sequence to  the  Interest  and  Liberties  of  America.  Upon  your 
Conduct  and  Courage  and  that  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers 
detached  on  this  Expedition,  not  only  the  Success  of  the  present 
Enterprize,  and  your  own  Honour,  but  the  Safety  and  Welfare 
of  the  Whole  Continent  may  depend.  I  charge  you,  therefore, 
and  the  Officers  and  Soldiers,  under  your  Command,  as  you 
value  your  own  Safety  and  Honour  and  the  Favour  and  Esteem 
of  your  Country,  that  you  consider  yourselves,  as  marching, 
not  through  an  Enemy's  Country;  but  that  of  our  Friends  and 
Brethren,  for  such  the  Inhabitants  of  Canada,  and  the  Indian 
Nations  have  approved  themselves  in  this  unhappy  Contest 
between  Great  Britain  and  America.  That  you  check  by  every 
Motive  of  Duty  and  Fear  of  Punishment,  every  Attempt  to 
plunder  or  insult  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Canada.  Should  any 
American  Soldier  be  so  base  and  infamous  as  to  injure  any  Cana- 
dian or  Indian,  in  his  Person  or  Property,  I  do  most  earnestly  en- 
join you  to  bring  him  tosuch  severe  and  exemplary  Punishment 
as  the  Enormity  of  the  Crime  may  require.  Should  it  extend  to 
Death  itself  it  will  not  be  disproportional  to  its  Guilt  at  such 
a  Time  and  in  such  a  Cause:  But  I  hope  and  trust,  that  the 
brave  Men  who  have  voluntarily  engaged  in  this  Expedition, 
will  be  governed  by  far  different  Views,  that  Order,  Discipline 
and  Regularity  of  Behaviour  will  be  as  conspicuous,  as  their 
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Courage  and  Valour.  I  also  give  it  in  Charge  to  you  to  avoid 
all  Disrespect  to  or  Contempt  of  the  Religion  of  the  Country 
and  its  Ceremonies.  Prudence,  Policy,  and  a  true  Christian 
Spirit,  will  lead  us  to  look  with  Compassion  upon  their  Errors 
without  insulting  them.  While  we  are  contending  for  our  own 
Liberty,  we  should  be  very  cautious  of  violating  the  Rights  of 
Conscience  in  others,  ever  considering  that  God  alone  is  the 
Judge  of  the  Hearts  of  Men,  and  to  him  only  in  this  Case,  they 
are  answerable.  Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  I  beg  you  to  inculcate 
upon  the  Officers  and  Soldiers,  the  Necessity  of  preserving  the 
strictest  Order  during  their  March  through  Canada;  to  repre- 
sent to  them  the  Shame,  Disgrace  and  Ruin  to  themselves  and 
Country,  if  they  should  by  their  Conduct,  turn  the  Hearts  of 
our  Brethren  in  Canada  against  us.  And  on  the  other  Hand, 
the  Honours  and  Rewards  which  await  them,  if  by  their  Pru- 
dence and  good  Behaviour,  they  conciliate  the  Affections  of 
the  Canadians  and  Indians,  to  the  great  Interests  of  America, 
and  convert  those  favorable  Dispositions  they  have  shewn  into  a 
lasting  Union  and  Affection.  Thus  wishing  you  and  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  under  your  Command,  all  Honour,  Safety  and 
Success,  I  remain  Sir,  etc.49 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO 
COLONEL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

i  st.  You  are  immediately  on  their  March  from  Cambridge  to 
take  the  Command  of  the  Detachment  from  the  Continental 
Army  again  Quebec,  and  use  all  possible  Expedition,  as  the 
Winter  Season  is  now  advancing  and  the  Success  of  this  Enter- 
prize,  (under  God)  depends  wholly  upon  the  Spirit  with 
which  it  is  pushed,  and  the  favorable  Disposition  of  the  Ca- 
nadians and  Indians. 


'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Joseph  Reed. 
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2nd.  When  you  come  to  Newbury  Port,  you  are  to  make  all 
possible  Inquiry,  what  Men  of  War  or  Cruizers  there  may  be 
on  the  Coast,  to  which  this  Detachment  may  be  exposed  on 
their  Voyage  to  Kennebeck  River:  and  if  you  should  find  that 
their  is  Danger  of  your  being  intercepted,  you  are  not  to  pro- 
ceed by  Water,  but  by  Land,  taking  Care  on  the  one  Hand,  not 
to  be  diverted  by  light  and  vague  Reports,  and  on  the  other, 
not  to  expose  the  Troops  rashly  to  a  Danger,  which  by  many 
judicious  Persons  has  been  deemed  very  considerable. 

3rd.  You  are  by  every  Means  in  your  Power,  to  endeavour  to 
discover  the  real  Sentiments  of  the  Canadians  towards  our 
Cause,  and  particularly  as  to  this  Expedition,  ever  bearing  in 
Mind,  that  if  they  are  averse  to  it  and  will  not  co-operate,  or  at 
least  willingly  acquiesce,  it  must  fail  of  Success.  In  this  Case 
you  are  by  no  Means  to  prosecute  the  Attempt;  the  Expence  of 
the  Expedition,  and  the  Disappointment  are  not  to  be  put  in 
Competition  with  the  dangerous  Consequences  which  may 
ensue,  from  irritating  them  against  us,  and  detaching  them 
from  that  Neutrality  which  they  have  adopted. 

4th.  In  Order  to  cherish  those  favorable  Sentiments  to  the 
American  Cause  that  they  have  manifested,  you  are  as  soon  as 
you  arrive  in  their  Country,  to  disperse  a  Number  of  the  Ad- 
dresses you  will  have  with  you,  particularly  in  those  Parts,  where 
your  Rout  shall  lay,  and  observe  the  strictest  Discipline  and  good 
Order,  by  no  Means  suffering  any  Inhabitant  to  be  abused,  or  in 
any  Manner  injured,  either  in  his  Person  or  Property,  punishing 
with  examplary  Severity  every  Person  who  shall  trangress,  and 
making  ample  Compensation  to  the  Party  injured. 

5th.  You  are  to  endeavour  on  the  other  Hand  to  conciliate 
the  affections  of  those  People  and  such  Indians  as  you  may 
meet  with  by  every  Means  in  your  Power,  convincing  them 
that  we  come,  at  the  Request  of  many  of  their  Principal  People, 
not  as  Robbers  or  to  make  War  upon  them;  but  as  the  Friends 
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and  Supporters  of  their  Liberties,  as  well  as  ours:  And  to  give 
Efficacy  to  these  Sentiments,  you  must  carefully  inculcate  upon 
the  Officers  and  Soldiers  under  your  Command  that  not  only 
the  Good  of  their  Country  and  their  Honour,  but  their  Safety 
depends  upon  the  Treatment  of  these  People. 

6th.  Check  every  Idea,  and  crush  in  it's  earliest  stage  every  at- 
tempt to  plunder  even  those  who  are  known  to  be  Enemies 
to  our  Cause.  It  will  create  dreadful  Apprehensions  in  our 
Friends,  and  when  it  is  once  begun,  none  can  tell  where  it  will 
stop.  I,  therefore  again  most  expressly  order,  that  it  be  dis- 
couraged and  punished  in  every  Instance  without  Distinction. 

7th.  Whatever  King's  Stores  you  shall  be  so  fortunate  as  to 
possess  yourself  of,  are  to  be  secured  for  the  Continental  Use, 
agreeable  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  War  published  by 
the  Honourable  Congress.  The  Officers  and  Men  may  be  as- 
sured that  any  extraordinary  services  performed  by  them  will 
be  suitably  rewarded. 

8th.  Spare  neither  Pains  or  Expence  to  gain  all  possible  In- 
telligence on  your  March,  to  prevent  Surprizes  and  Accidents  of 
every  Kind,  and  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  correspond  with  Gen- 
eral Schuyler,  so  that  you  may  act  in  Concert  with  him.  This, 
I  think,  may  be  done  by  Means  of  the  St.  Francis  Indians. 

9th.  In  case  of  an  Union  with  General  Schuyler,  or  if  he 
should  be  in  Canada  upon  your  Arrival  there,  you  are  by  no 
Means  to  consider  yourself  as  upon  a  seperate  and  independent 
Command;  but  are  to  put  yourself  under  him  and  follow  his 
Directions.  Upon  this  Occasion,  and  all  others,  I  recommend 
most  earnestly  to  avoid  all  Contention  about  Rank.  In  such  a 
Cause  every  Post  is  honourable  in  which  a  Man  can  serve  his 
Country. 

10th.  If  Lord  Chatham's  Son  should  be  in  Canada  and  in 
any  Way  fall  in  your  Power,  you  are  enjoined  to  treat  him  with 
all  possible  Deference  and  Respect.  You  cannot  err  in  paying 
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too  much  Honour  to  the  Son  of  so  illustrious  a  Character  and 
so  true  a  Friend  to  America.  Any  other  Prisoners  who  may 
fall  into  your  Hands,  you  will  treat  with  as  much  Humanity 
and  kindness,  as  may  be  consistent  with  your  own  Safety  and 
the  publick  Interest.  Be  very  particular  in  restraining  not  only 
your  own  Troops,  but  the  Indians  from  all  Acts  of  Cruelty  and 
Insult,  which  will  disgrace  the  American  Arms,  and  irritate 
our  Fellow  Subjects  against  us. 

nth.  You  will  be  particularly  careful,  to  pay  the  full  Value 
for  all  Provisions  or  other  Accommodations  which  the  Cana- 
dians may  provide  for  you  on  your  March.  By  no  Means  press 
them  or  any  of  their  Cattle  into  your  Service;  but  amply  com- 
pensate those  who  voluntarily  assist  you.  For  this  Purpose  you 
are  provided  with  a  Sum  of  Money  in  Specie,  which  you  will 
use  with  as  much  Frugality  and  Oeconomy  as  your  necessities 
and  good  Policy  will  admit,  keeping  as  exact  an  account  as 
possible  of  your  Disbursements. 

12th.  You  are  by  every  Opportunity  to  inform  me  of  your 
Progress,  your  Prospects  and  Intelligence,  and  upon  any  impor- 
tant Occurrence  to  dispatch  an  Express. 

13th.  As  the  Season  is  now  far  advanced,  you  are  to  make  all 
possible  Dispatch,  but  if  unf orseen  Difficulties  should  arise  or  if 
the  Weather  shou'd  become  so  severe  as  to  render  it  hazardous 
to  proceed  in  your  own  Judgment  and  that  of  your  principal 
Officers,  (whom  you  are  to  consult)  In  that  Case  you  are  to  re- 
turn, giving  me  as  early  Notice  as  possible,  that  I  may  give  you 
such  Assistance  as  may  be  necessary. 

14th.  As  the  Contempt  of  the  Religion  of  a  Country  by  ridicul- 
ing any  of  its  Ceremonies  or  affronting  its  Ministers  or  Votaries 
has  ever  been  deeply  resented,  you  are  to  be  particularly  careful 
to  restrain  every  Officer  and  Soldier  from  such  Imprudence 
and  Folly  and  to  punish  every  Instance  of  it.  On  the  other 
Hand,  as  far  as  lays  in  your  ower,  you  are  to  protect  and 
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support  the  free  Exercise  of  the  Religion  of  the  Country  and  the 
undisturbed  Enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  Conscience  in  religious 
Matters,  with  your  utmost  Influence  and  Authority.  Given 
under  my  Hand,  at  Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  this  14th  Day 
of  September  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  seventy-five.50 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  14, 1775. 

Parole  Roxborough.    Countersign  Salem. 

In  obedience  to  the  General  Order  of  the  7th  Instant,  the  in- 
quiry into  the  Conduct  of  Dr.  Church,  the  Director  General  of 
the  Hospital,  and  the  respective  Regimental  Surgeons,  has  been 
held  in  Genl.  Sullivan's  Brigade ;  that  being  finish'd,  the  General 
orders  the  like  to  be  held  forthwith  in  Genl.  Green's  brigade. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  15, 1775. 

Parole  Pittsburgh.    Countersign  Ulster. 

Col  John  Mansfield  of  the  19th  Regt.  of  foot,  tried  at  a  Gen- 
eral Court  Martial,  whereof  Brigdr  Genl  Green  was  president, 
for  "remissness  and  backwardness  in  the  execution  of  his  duty, 
at  the  late  engagement  on  Bunkers-hill,"  The  Court  found  the 
Prisoner  guilty  of  the  Charge  and  of  a  breach  of  the  49th  Article 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Massachusetts  Army,  and 
therefore  sentence  him  to  be  cashiered  and  render'd  unfit  to 
serve  in  the  Continental  Army.  The  General  approves  the 
sentence  and  directs  it  to  take  place  immediately. 

Moses  Pickett,  Soldier  in  Capt  Merrits  Company,  Col  Glovers 
regiment,  tried  at  a  General  Court  Martial  for  "Disobedience 
of  orders,  and  damning  his  Officers,"  is  found  guilty,  and 

50  The  draft  of  these  specific  instructions  to  Arnold  is  in  the  writing  of  Thomas 
Mifflin. 
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sentenced  to  receive  thirty  Lashes  upon  his  bare  back,  and 
afterwards  drum'd  out  of  the  regiment.  The  General  orders 
the  punishment  to  be  inflicted  at  the  head  of  the  regiment,  to 
morrow  morning  at  troop  beating. 

As  Col  Frys  Brigade  is  to  be  mustered  to  morrow  Morning, 
Genl  Heath's  brigade  will  furnish  the  Guards  in,  and  about 
Cambridge  for  to  morrow. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  16, 1775. 

Parole  Wilmington.    Countersign  York. 

James  Finley  Serjt  in  Capt  Price's51  Company  of  Rifle  men, 
tried  by  a  General  Court  Martial  for  "expressing  himself  dis- 
respectfully of  the  Continental  Association,  and  drinking  Genl 
Gage's  health" — The  Court  sentence  the  Prisoner  to  be  de- 
prived of  his  Arms  and  Accoutrements,  put  in  a  Horse  Cart, 
with  a  Rope  round  his  neck,  and  drum'd  out  of  the  Army  and 
rendered  for-ever  incapable  of  serving  in  the  Continental  army. 

Serjt  John  Cotton,  in  Col  Cottons  Regt  tried  by  the  same 
General  Court  Martial,  for  "defrauding  the  regiment  of  part 
of  their  allowance  of  provisions."  The  Court  sentence  the  Pris- 
oner to  refund,  and  pay  back  fourteen  pounds,  six  shillings 
and  jour  pence  to  said  regiment,  and  be  disqualified  to  serve 
in  said  Regiment,  as  Quarter  Master  Serjeant,  for  the  future. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  17, 1775. 
Parole  Andover.    Countersign  Beverly. 
The  Revd.  Mr.  John  Murray  is  appointed  Chaplain  to  the 
Rhode-Island  Regiments  and  is  to  be  respected  as  such. 

"Capt.  Thomas  Price's  Maryland  riflemen. 
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Col  Prescot52  being  taken  sick,  Lt.  Col  Jahonnet53  of  the  21st 
Regt  is  to  go  forthwith  to  Sewells  point,  to  take  the  Command 
of  that  post. 

To  THOMAS  EVERARD 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  17, 1775. 

Dear  Sir:  As  I  believe  it  will  be  three  Years  next  December, 
since  some  of  my  Ohio  Lands  (under  the  proclamation  of 
1754)  were  patented;  and  as  they  are  not  yet  improved  agree- 
able to  the  express  Letter  of  the  Law,  it  behoves  me  to  have 
recourse,  in  time,  to  the  common  expedient  of  saving  them  by 
means  of  a  friendly  Petition.  My  distance  from  Williamsburg, 
and  my  ignorance  of  the  mode  of  doing  this,  lays  me  under  the 
necessity  of  calling  upon  some  friend  for  assistance.  Will  you 
then,  my  good  Sir,  aid  me  in  this  Work  ?  I  shall  acknowledge 
it  as  a  singular  favour  if  you  will,  and  unless  you  discourage 
me,  I  shall  rely  on  it. 

I  have  already  been  at  as  much  expense  in  attempting  to  seat 
and  improve  these  Lands,  as  would  nearly,  if  not  quite,  have 
saved  them  agreeable  to  our  Act  of  Assembly,  had  it  been  laid 
out  thereon.  In  March  1774,  I  sent  out  twenty  odd  Servants 
and  hirelings,  with  a  great  number  of  Tools,  Nails,  and  neces- 
saries for  this  purpose;  but  Hostilities  commencing  with  the 
Indians,  they  got  no  further  than  the  Redstone  settlement, 
where  the  people  dispersed,  my  goods  got  seized,  lost,  and  the 
whole  expedition  (which  I  suppose  stood  me  in  at  least  ^300) 
came  to  nothing.  In  March  last  I  again  purchased  a  parcel  of 
Servants,  hired  Men  at  considerable  Wages,  and  sent  out  a  sec- 
ond time;  but  what  they  have  done  I  neither  know  nor  have 
heard  further  than  that,  after  buying  Tools  and  Provisions  at 

62  Col.  William  Prescolt. 

53 Lieut.  Col.  Gabriel  Johannot. 
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most  exorbitant  prices,  and  not  being  able  (for  Money)  to 
procure  a  sufficiency  of  the  latter,  my  Servants,  for  the  most 
part,  had  runaway,  and  the  Manager  with  a  few  Negroes  and 
hirelings  left  in  an  almost  starving  condition.  This,  Sir,  is  my 
situation,  and  to  avoid  a  total  loss  of  the  Land,  (as  I  conceive 
there  are  some  peculiar  circumstances  attending  the  matter,  on 
account  of  other  claims)  or  to  prevent  involving  myself  in  any 
disagreeable  controvercy  in  defence  of  my  property,  having 
already  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  about  it,  I  am  desirous  of 
adopting,  in  time,  the  method  of  petitioning. 

The  Enemy  and  we  are  very  near  Neighbours.  Our  ad- 
vanced Works  are  not  more  than  five  or  600  Yards  from  theirs, 
and  the  main  body  of  the  two  Armies  scarce  a  Mile.  We  see 
every  thing  that  passes,  and  that  is  all  we  can  do,  as  they  keep 
close  on  the  two  Peninsulas  of  Boston  and  Char  lestown,  both  of 
which  are  surrounded  with  Ships  of  War,  Floating  Batteries, 
&c.  and  the  narrow  necks  of  Land  leading  into  them  fortified 
in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  be  forced  without  a  very  consid- 
erable Slaughter,  if  practicable  at  all.  I  am,  with  Esteem,  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  18, 1775. 

Parole  Brunswick.    Countersign  Cambridge. 

The  inquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  Dr.  Church  Director  GenL 
of  the  hospital  and  the  respective  regimental  Surgeons,  to  be 
held  to  morrow  in  General  Heaths  brigade. 

To  GOVERNOR  NICHOLAS  COOKE 

September  18, 1775. 
Sir :  Your  Favors  of  the  9th,  14th  and  15  Insts.  have  been  duly 
received ;  The  Readiness  of  the  Committee  to  cooperate  with  me 
in  procuring  the  most  authentic  Intelligence  and  dispatching 
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Capt.  Whipple  for  this  Purpose,  is  peculiarly  satisfactory  and 
I  flatter  myself  will  be  attended,  not  only  with  Success,  but 
the  happiest  Consequences  to  the  Public  Cause,  I  should  imme- 
diately have  sent  you  Notice  of  the  Paragraph  in  the  Philadel- 
phia Papers,  which  is  all  the  Acct.  I  have  of  the  taking  the 
Powder  at  Bermudas;  But  I  supposed  it  must  have  come  to  your 
Hands  before  it  reached  ours.  I  am  inclin'd  to  think  it  Suffi- 
cient to  suspend  Capt.  Whipple's  Voyage  at  least  till  farther 
Intelligence  is  procured  from  Philadelphia,  as  it  is  scarce  sup- 
poseable  these  Vessels  would  leave  any  Quantity  behind  worth 
the  Risque  and  Expence  of  such  a  Voyage;  As  the  Enterprize 
will  therefore  most  Probably  be  laid  aside  for  the  present,  it 
may  be  proper  for  Capt.  Whipple  to  keep  his  Station  a  few  days 
longer  for  the  Packet;  It  must  be  remembered  they  generally 
have  long  Passages,  and  we  are  very  sure  she  has  not  yet  arrived 
at  Boston,  nor  do  I  find  she  is  expected  there,  the  Voyage  to 
Bayonne,  is  what  I  should  approve  and  recommend;  The  Per- 
son sent  to  Governor  Trumbull  has  not  yet  called  on  me;  but 
the  scheme  apears  so  feasible,  that  I  should  be  glad  to  see  it 
executed. 

At  the  same  Time  I  must  add  that  I  am  in  some  Doubt  as 
to  the  Extent  of  my  Powers  to  appropriate  the  Public  Monies 
here  to  this  Purpose.  I  could  wish  you  would  communicate  it 
to  the  Congress,  of  which  you  will  have  sufficient  Time  and 
I  make  no  Doubt  of  their  Concurrence;  In  fact  the  State  of 
our  Treasury  here  is  so  low,  that  is  would  be  impracticable  to 
be  of  any  Service  to  the  Expedition,  if  all  the  objections  were 
obviated.  We  have  no  News  either  in  the  Camp  or  from  Boston, 
except  a  piece  of  Intelligence  from  the  latter,  that  the  Enemy 
are  pulling  down  the  South  End  of  the  Town  in  order  to  con- 
tinue a  Work  across  from  River  to  River. 

Your  chearf  ul  concurrence  with  me  in  Public  Measures  and 
Zeal  for  the  Service  calls  for  my  best  thanks;— You  will  please 
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to  accept  them,  and  believe  me  to  be  with  much  Truth  and 
Esteem,  etc. 

P  S  No  Southern  Mail  arriving  last  Saturday,  we  are  appre- 
hensive it  has  again  fallen  into  the  Enemy's  Hands;  If  it  was 
not  attended  with  too  much  Trouble,  should  be  glad  you  would 
cause  Inquiry  to  be  made;  if  by  any  Accident  the  Letters  are  at 
Providence  you  will  please  to  forward  them  by  Express. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  19, 1775. 

Parole  Danvers.   Countersign  Essex. 

The  Colonel  of  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Regiments,  to  apply  to 
morrow  Morning,  at  nine  'OClock,  and  so  on,  day  by  day,  until 
the  whole  are  supplied — three  regiments  each  day. 

To  CLARK  &  NIGHTINGALE 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  19, 1775. 
Whereas  the  Necessities  of  the  Army  under  my  Command 
for  Amunition  are  so  great  as  to  require  all  Possible  Supplies, 
and  Messrs.  Clark  &  Nightingale  Merchants  of  Providence, 
having  represented  to  me,  that  they  will  at  their  own  Risque, 
undertake  to  procure  from  the  West  Indies  or  elsewhere,  such 
Quantities  as  may  be  purchased,  provided  they  obtain  my  Per- 
mission for  this  Purpose,  I  do  therefore  hereby  make  known  to 
all  Committees  and  other  Persons  whatsoever,  that  the  Voyage 
now  proposed  by  the  Sloop  Fly  and  the  Sloop  Neptune  are 
for  the  above  purpose  and  undertaken  with  my  Privity  and  ap- 
probation, under  such  Restrictions  and  Engagements,  as  the 
Honorable  Govr.  Cooke  of  Rhode  Island  shall  think  proper,  to 
prevent  the  same  from  being  perverted  to  any  other  Purpose 
than  that  above  Specified.   And  I  do  recommend  it  to  all 
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Committees  and  other  Persons,  not  only  to  forbear  molesting 
or  intercepting  them  on  the  Voyage  aforesaid,  but  to  give  them 
all  Assistance  and  Countenance  in  their  Power. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  20, 1775. 

Parole  Falmouth.    Countersign  Gloucester. 

As  the  Commissions  are  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  Officers 
serving  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies;  The  General  rec- 
ommends it  to  them,  to  apply  (as  soon  as  it  is  convenient)  to 
him  at  Head  Quarters,  for  the  same.  No  Person  is  to  presume 
to  demand  a  Continental  Commission,  who  is  not  in  actual  pos- 
session of  the  like  Commission,  from  the  proper  authority  of 
the  Colony  he  is  at  present  engaged  to  serve,  which  must  be 
produced,  at  the  time  application  is  made  for  a  Continental 
Commission:  If,  from  unavoidable  circumstances,  any  Gentle- 
man has  served  from  the  beginning  of  the  Campaign,  in  the 
Rank  of  a  Commissioned  Officer,  and  has  not  yet  received  a 
Commission,  being  justly  entitled  thereto;  such  Officer's  pre- 
tensions will  be  duly  weighed  and  consider'd;  and  upon  suffi- 
cient proof  of  the  Justice  of  his  claim,  a  Commission  will  issue 
accordingly.  The  General  expects  that  every  Officer  delivers 
his  present  Commission,  or  Claim  to  a  Commission;  to  his 
Colonel,  or  Officer  commanding  the  Regiment;  and  each  Col.  or 
Officer  commanding  a  Regt.  is  forthwith  to  apply  to  the  Gen- 
eral for  the  Commissions,  for  the  Officers  of  his  respective  Regt. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 
Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  21, 1775. 
Parole  Hanover.    Countersign  Ipswich. 
Whereas  frequent  Applications  are  making  to  the  General, 
Commander  in  Chief,  by  Officers  of  all  Ranks  and  Denomina- 
tions, for  an  allowance  of  Rations  of  provisions,  which  are  not 
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only  absolutely  necessary,  but  usual  and  customarily  allowed 
to  them — The  General  has  thought  proper  to  order,  and  direct, 
that  from  the  first  day  of  July  last,  there  be  Issued  by  the  Com- 
missary General,  the  following  proportion  of  rations.  Viz — 
Rations:  To  each  Major  General  15,  Brigdr.  General  12, 
Colonel  6,  Lt.  Colonel  5,  Major  4,  Captain  3,  Subaltern  2,  and 
to  each  Staff  Officer  2. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

September  21, 1775. 

It  gives  me  real  concern  to  observe  yours  of  the  15th  Inst.64 
that  you  should  think  it  Necessary  to  distinguish  between  my 
Personal  and  Public  Character  and  confine  your  Esteem  to 
the  former. 

Upon  a  Reperusal  of  mine  of  the  8th  Inst.,  I  cannot  think 
the  construction  you  have  made  on  [sic]  and  unless  it  was, 
I  should  have  hoped  the  Respect  I  really  have,  and  which, 
I  flattered  myself,  I  had  manifested  to  you,  would  have  called 


"Trumbull  had  written:  "I  am  surprised  that  mine  of  the  5th  instant  was  not 
received,  or  not  judged  worthy  of  Notice,  as  no  mention  is  made  of  it.  Stonington  had 
been  Attacked,  and  severely  cannonaded,  and  by  divine  Providence  marvelously  pro- 
tected. New  London  and  Norwich  are  still  menaced  by  the  Ministerial  Ships  and 
Troops,  that  the  militia  cannot  be  thought  sufficient  for  their  security.  That  tis  neces- 
sary to  cast  up  some  Entrenchments.  We  are  obliged  actually  to  raise  more  Men  for 
their  Security,  and  for  the  Towns  of  New  Haven  and  Lyme.  I  hoped  some  of  the 
new  Levies  might  have  been  left  here,  till  these  dangers  were  over,  without  injury  to 
any  of  your  Operations.  I  own  that  must  be  left  to  your  Judgment.  Yet  it  would  have 
given  me  pleasure  to  have  been  acquainted  that  you  did  consider  it.  I  thank  Divine 
Providence  and  you  for  this  early  warning  to  great  care  and  watchfulness,  that  so  the 
Union  of  the  Colonies  may  be  settled  on  a  permanent  and  happy  Basis.  .  .  . 

"You  may  depend  on  our  utmost  Exertions  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the 
Constitutional  Rights  and  Liberty  of  the  Colonies,  and  of  our  own  in  particular.  None 
have  shown  greater  forwardness,  and  thereby  rendered  themselves  more  the  Object 
of  Ministerial  Vengeance.  I  am,  with  great  Esteem  and  Regard  for  your  personal 
Character,"  etc.  The  Glasgow  and  Rose  were  at  Newport  waiting,  Trumbull  thought, 
for  the  return  of  the  Swan  from  Boston,  when  they  would  attack  New  London  and 
Stonington:  "All  the  Regiments  in  the  Colony,  at  a  great  Expence  have  been  extraordi- 
narily disciplined,  And  one  quarter  of  them,  on  the  Sea  Coasts  are  selected,  equiped 
and  held  in  readiness  as  Minute  Men  for  every  Emergency." 

Trumbull's  letter,  dated  Sept.  15,  1775,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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for  the  most  favorable,  in  the  Disposition  of  the  Continental 
Troops.  I  have  long  been  sensible  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  please,  not  Individuals  merely,  but  particular  Provinces, 
whose  Partial  Necessities  would  occasionally  call  for  Assist- 
ance; I,  therefore,  thought  myself  happy,  that  the  Congress 
had  settled  the  Point,  and  apprehended  I  should  stand  excused 
to  all,  for  acting  in  the  Line  which  not  only  appeared  to  me  to 
be  that  of  Policy  and  Propriety,  but  of  express  and  positive 
Duty;  If,  to  the  other  Fatigues  and  Cares  of  my  Station,  that  is 
to  be  added  of  giving  Reasons  for  all  Orders,  and  explaining 
the  grounds  and  Principles  on  which  they  are  formed;  my 
Personal  Trouble  will  perhaps,  be  of  the  least  Concern,  the 
Public  will  be  most  affected. 

You  may  be  assured,  Sir,  nothing  was  intended  that  might 
be  construed  into  Disrespect;  and  at  so  interesting  a  Period, 
nothing  less  ought  to  disturb  the  Harmony  so  Necessary  for 
the  happy  success  of  our  Public  opperations,  the  Omission  of  ac- 
knowledging in  precise  Terms,  the  Receipt  of  your  Favor  of 
the  5th  Inst,  was  purely  accidental. 

The  subject  was  not  so  new  to  me  as  to  require  long  Consider- 
ation; I  had  occasion  fully  to  deliberate  upon  it  in  Consequence 
of  applications  for  Troops  from  Cape  Ann,  Machias,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Long  Island,  where  the  same  Necessity  was  as 
strongly  pleaded,  and,  in  the  two  last  Instances,  the  most  per- 
emptory Orders  necessary,  to  prevent  the  Troops  from  being 
detained ;  I  foresaw  the  same  Difficulty  here.  I  am  by  no  Means 
insensible  to  the  situation  of  the  People  on  the  Coast;  I  wish  I 
could  extend  Protection  to  all;  but  the  numerous  Detachments, 
necessary  to  remedy  the  Evil,  would  amount  to  a  Dissolution 
of  the  Army,  or  make  the  most  important  Opperations  of  the 
Campaign  depend  upon  the  Piratical  Expeditions  of  2  or  3 
Men  of  War  and  Transports. 
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The  Spirit  and  Zeal  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  is  unques- 
tionable; and  whatever  may  be  the  Hostile  Intentions  of  the 
Men  of  War,  I  hope  their  utmost  Efforts  can  do  little  more 
than  alarm  the  Coast.  I  am,  with  great  Esteem  and  Regard, 
for  both  your  Personal  and  Public  Character,  sir,  etc.55 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  21, 1775. 

Sir:  I  have  been  in  daily  expectation  of  being  favored  with  the 
Commands  of  the  Honorable  Congress  on  the  Subjects  of  my 
two  last  Letters.  The  Season  advances  so  fast  that  I  cannot  any 
longer  defer  laying  before  them  such  farther  measures  as  require 
their  immediate  attention  and  in  which  I  wait  their  direction. 

The  mode  in  which  the  present  Army  has  been  collected,  has 
occasioned  some  Difficulty  in  procuring  the  Subscription  of 
both  Officers  and  Soldiers  to  the  Continental  Articles  of  War. 
Their  principal  Objection  has  been,  that  it  might  subject  them 
to  longer  Service  than  that  for  which  they  engaged  under  their 
several  Provincial  Establishments.  It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to 
reason  away  the  Prejudices  of  a  whole  Army,  often  instill'd  and 
in  this  Instance  at  least  encourged,  by  the  Officers  from  private 
and  narrow  Views.  I  have  therefore  f oreborn  pressing  them  as 
I  did  not  experience  any  such  Inconvenience  from  their  adher- 
ence to  former  Rules,  as  would  warrant  the  Risque  of  enter- 
ing into  a  Contest  upon  it:  more  especially  as  the  restraints 
necessary  for  the  Establishment  of  essential  Discipline  and 

""In  reply  Governor  Trumbull  wrote  (October  9) :  "I  have  nodisposition  to  increase 
the  weight  of  your  burdens,  which,  in  the  multiplicity  of  your  business,  must  be  suffi- 
ciently heavy,  nor  inclination  to  disturb  the  harmony  so  necessary  to  the  happy  success 
of  our  public  operations.  I  am  persuaded  no  such  difficulty  will  any  more  happen.  It 
is  unhappy,  that  jealousies  should  be  excited,  or  disputes  of  any  sort  litigated,  between 
any  of  the  colonies,  to  disunite  them  at  a  time,  when  our  liberty,  our  property,  our  all 
is  at  stake.  If  our  enemies  prevail,  which  our  disunion  may  occasion,  our  jealousies 
will  then  appear  frivolous,  and  all  our  disputed  claims  of  no  value  to  either  side." 
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Subordination,  indisposed  their  Minds  to  every  change,  and 
made  it  both  Duty  and  Policy  to  introduce  as  little  Novelty  as 
possible.  With  the  present  Army  I  fear  such  a  Subscription  is 
impracticable :  But  the  Difficulty  will  cease  with  this  Army.66 

The  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  Troops  stand  engaged 
to  the  ist.  December  only,  and  none  longer  than  to  the  ist. 
January.  A  Dissolution  therefore,  of  the  present  Army  will 
take  place  unless  some  early  Provision  is  made  against  such  an 
Event.  Most  of  the  General  Officers  are  of  Opinion  the  greater 
part  of  them  may  be  re-inlisted  for  the  Winter  or  another  Cam- 
paign, with  the  Indulgence  of  a  Furlough  to  visit  their  Friends, 
which,  may  be  regulated  so  as  not  to  endanger  the  Service. 
How  far  it  may  be  proper  to  form  the  new  Army  entirely  out 
of  the  Old  for  another  Campaign,  rather  than  from  the  Con- 
tingents of  the  several  Provinces,  is  a  Question  which  involves 
in  it  too  many  Considerations  of  Policy  and  Prudence  for  me 
to  undertake  to  decide.  It  appears  to  be  impossible  to  draw  it 
from  any  other  source  than  the  Old  Army  this  Winter;  and  as 
the  Pay  is  ample,  I  hope  a  sufficient  number  will  engage  in  the 
Service  for  that  Time  at  least,  but  there  are  various  Opinions  of 
the  Temper  of  the  Men  on  the  Subject,  and  there  may  be  great 
Hazard  in  deferring  the  Tryal  too  long. 

In  the  Continental  Establishment  no  Provision  has  been  made 
for  the  Pay  of  Artificers,  distinct  from  that  of  common  Sol- 
diers; Whereas  under  the  Provincial,  such  as  found  their  own 
Tools  were  allowed  1/  per  Day  advance  and  particular  Arti- 
zans  more.  The  Pay  of  the  Artillery  also  now  differs  from  that 
of  the  Province.  The  Men  have  less,  the  Officers  more,  and  for 
some  Ranks  no  Provision  is  made,  as  the  Congress  will  please 

66The  temporary  character  of  the  army  besieging  Boston  was  a  major  difficulty  with 
which  Washington  had  to  contend.  The  intention  of  bringing  all  new  troops  or  reen- 
listed  old  soldiers  under  the  Continental  Articles  of  War  is  evident.  These  regulations 
are  in  the  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  June  30,  1775. 
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to  observe  by  the  list  which  I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose.  These 
particulars,  tho'  inconsiderable,  are  the  source  of  much  com- 
plaint and  Dissatisfaction,  which  I  endeavour  to  compose  in 
the  best  manner  I  am  able. 

By  the  returns  of  the  Rifle  Companies  and  that  Battalion, 
they  appear  to  exceed  their  Establishment  very  considerably.  I 
doubt  my  Authority  to  pay  these  extra  men,  without  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Congress,  but  it  would  be  deemed  a  great  Hardship 
wholly  to  refuse  them,  as  they  have  been  encouraged  to  come.57 

The  necessities  of  the  Troops  having  required  Pay,  I  directed 
those  of  Massachusetts  should  receive  a  Months  pay,  on  being 
mustered  and  returning  a  proper  Roll,  but  a  Claim  was  imme- 
diately made  for  Pay  by  Lunar  Months,  and  several  Regiments 
have  declined  taking  up  their  Warrants  on  this  Account. 

As  this  Practice  was  entirely  new  to  me,  tho'  said  to  be  war- 
ranted by  former  usage,  the  matter  here  now  waits  the  Deter- 
mination of  the  Hon.  Congress.58  I  find  in  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island,  this  Point  was  settled  by  Callender  Months,  in 

57  The  Continental  Congress  resolved  on  June  14,  the  day  before  die  appointment 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  that  6  companies  of  expert  riflemen  should  be  raised  in 
Pennsylvania,  2  in  Maryland,  and  2  in  Virginia.  On  the  22d  it  was  again  resolved 
that  2  more  companies  should  be  raised  in  Pennsylvania  and  that  the  8  together 
should  make  a  battalion,  to  be  commanded  by  such  field  officers,  captains,  and  lieu- 
tenants as  should  be  recommended  by  the  assembly  or  convention  of  the  colony.  The 
above  12  companies  were  all  filled  up  with  surprising  celerity.  One  company  arrived 
in  Cambridge  on  July  25,  and  8  others  before  August  14,  so  that  within  two  months 
orders  had  gone  out,  the  men  had  been  enlisted  and  equipped,  and  the  whole  had 
marched  from  400  to  700  miles  to  camp.  Capt.  Daniel  Morgan,  so  much  celebrated 
during  the  war,  commanded  one  of  these  companies.  He  marched  his  men  from 
Frederick  County  in  Virginia,  a  distance  of  600  miles,  in  three  weeks.  Congress  had 
fixed  the  number  of  each  company  at  82.  When  they  arrived  at  Cambridge  the 
number  considerably  exceeded  that  limit,  and  the  General  doubted  whether  he 
was  authorized  to  pay  the  supernumeraries.  When  the  committee  of  Congress  after- 
wards visited  the  camp,  and  this  subject  was  referred  to  them,  it  was  decided  that 
they  should  all  receive  pay,  but  that  the  General  should  select  from  each  company 
such  as  were  not  marksmen  and  dismiss  them,  with  an  allowance  of  pay  to  go  home. 
These  riflemen  were  enlisted  for  one  year  and  were  the  first  troops  ordered  to  be 
raised  by  the  Continental  Congress.  The  Pennsylvania  battalion  was  commanded  by 
Col.  William  Thompson. — Ford. 

58 "  Resolved,  That  when  months  are  used,  the  Congress  means  calendar  months,  by 
which  the  pay  of  the  men  in  the  pay  of  the  Continent  are  to  be  regulated." — Journals 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  Oct.  2,  1775. 
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Massachusetts  tho'  mentioned  in  Congress,  it  was  left  unde- 
termined, which  is  also  the  case  in  New  Hampshire.59  The  in- 
closure  No.  2  is  a  Petition  from  the  Subalterns,  respecting  their 
Pay.  Where  there  are  only  two  of  them  in  a  company,  I  have 
considered  one  as  an  Ensign  and  ordered  him  Pay  as  such,  as 
in  the  Forces  of  Connecticut :  I  must  beg  leave  to  recommend 
this  Petition  to  the  Favor  of  the  Congress,  as  I  am  of  Opinion 
the  allowance  is  inadequate  to  their  rank  and  Service  and  is  one 
great  source  of  that  Familiarity  between  the  Officers  and  Men, 
which  is  incompatible  with  Subordination  and  Discipline.80 
Many  valuable  Officers  of  these  ranks,  finding  themselves  un- 
able to  support  the  character  and  appearance  of  Officers,  I  am 
informed  will  retire,  as  soon  as  the  Term  of  Service  is  expired, 
if  there  is  no  Alteration.81 

For  the  better  regulation  of  Duty,  I  found  it  necessary  to 
settle  the  rank  of  the  Officers  and  to  number  the  Regiments, 

69 See  Sullivan's  letter  to  the  New  Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety  (September  23) 
and  the  committee's  reply  (September  28)  in  Force's  American  Archives,  Fourth 
Series,  vol.  3,  79,  827. 

80 "On  entering  the  camp  near  Boston,  I  was  struck  with  the  familiarity  which 
prevailed  among  the  soldiers  and  officers  of  all  ranks;  from  the  colonel  to  the  private, 
I  observed  but  little  distinction;  and  I  could  not  refrain  from  remarking  to  a  young 
gentleman  with  whom  I  made  acquaintance,  that  the  military  discipline  of  their 
troops  was  not  so  conspicuous  as  the  civil  subordination  of  the  community  in  which  I 
lived." — Memoirs  of  My  Own  Times  (Gen.  James  Wilkinson),  vol.  1,  p.  16. 

"There  is  one  reason,  and  I  think  a  substantial  one,  why  a  person  born  in  the 
same  town  or  neighborhood,  should  not  be  employed  on  public  affairs  of  this  nature 
in  that  town  or  neighborhood;  it  is,  that  the  spirit  of  equality  which  reigns  through 
this  country  will  make  him  afraid  of  exerting  that  authority  necessary  for  the  expe- 
diting his  business;  he  must  shake  every  man  by  the  hand,  and  desire,  beg,  and 
pray,  do  brother,  do  my  friend,  do  such  a  thing;  whereas  a  few  hearty  damns  from  a 
person  who  did  not  care  a  damn  for  them,  would  have  a  much  better  effect." — 
Stephen  Moylan  to  Washington,  Oct.  24,  1775. 

"Those  ideas  of  equality,  which  are  so  agreeable  to  us  natives  of  New  England,  are 
very  disagreeable  to  many  gentlemen  in  the  colonies.  They  had  a  great  opinion  of 
the  high  importance  of  a  continental  general,  and  were  determined  to  place  him  in 
an  elevated  point  of  light." — John  Adams  to  E.  Gerry,  June  18,  1775. 

""Congress  must  give  better  pay  to  their  officers,  for  the  present  miserable  pittance 
will  not  tempt  men  of  liberal  notions  to  engage  in  the  service.  It  is  indeed  a  fortune 
to  the  low  wretches  who  live  like  the  common  soldiers  and  with  the  common  soldiers; 
but  men  who  chuse  to  preserve  die  decent  distance  of  officers  must  have  a  decent 
subsistence,  and  without  this  distance,  no  authority  or  respect  can  be  expected." — 
Charles  Lee  to  Benjamin  Rush,  Oct.  10,  1775. 
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and  as  I  had  not  received  the  commands  of  the  Congress  upon 
the  Subject,  and  the  exigence  of  the  Service  forbade  any  farther 
Delay,  the  General  Officers  were  considered  as  having  no  Regi- 
ments. An  Alteration  which  I  understand  is  not  pleasing  to 
some  of  them,  but  appeared  to  me  and  others  to  be  proper, 
when  it  was  considered,  that  by  this  means  the  whole  Army  is 
put  upon  one  Footing  and  all  particular  Attachments  dissolved. 

Among  many  other  Considerations,  which  the  approach 
of  Winter  will  demand,  that  of  clothing  appears  to  be  one  of 
the  most  important.  So  far  as  regards  the  Preservation  of  the 
Army  from  cold,  they  may  be  deemed  in  a  state  of  nakedness. 
Many  of  the  men  have  been  without  Blankets  the  whole  cam- 
paign and  those  which  have  been  in  use  during  the  Summer, 
are  so  much  worn  as  to  be  of  little  Service.  In  order  to  make 
a  Suitable  Provision  in  these  Articles,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  guard  the  Public  against  Imposition  and  expence,  it  seems 
necessary  to  determine  the  mode  of  continuing  the  Army, — for 
should  Troops  be  clothed  under  the  present  Engagement  and 
at  the  Expiration  of  the  Term  of  Service  decline  renewing  it,  a 
Sett  of  unprovided  men  may  be  sent  to  supply  their  Places. 

I  cannot  suppose  it  unknown  to  the  Hon.  Congress,  that  in 
all  Armies  it  is  an  established  Custom  to  make  an  Allowance  of 
Provisions  according  to  their  Rank;  as  such  an  Allowance 
formed  no  Part  of  the  Continental  Establishment,  I  have  hith- 
erto forborn,  to  issue  the  Orders  for  that  purpose,  but  as  it  is 
the  received  Opinion  of  such  Members  of  the  Congress,  as  I 
have  had,  an  Opportunity  of  consulting,  as  well  as  throughout 
the  Army,  that  it  must  be  deemed  as  a  Matter  of  Course  and 
implied  in  the  Establishment  of  the  Army,  I  have  directed  the 
following  Proportion  of  Rations,  being  the  same  allowed  in 
the  American  Armies  last  War,  Vizt. 

Rations,  Major  General  15,  Brigadier  General  12,  Colonel  6, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  5,  Major  4,  Captain  3,  Subaltern  2,  Staff  2. 
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If  these  should  not  be  approved  by  the  Hon :  Congress  they 
will  be  pleased  to  signify  the  Alterations  they  would  have  made 
in  the  whole  or  in  Part. 

I  am  now  to  inform  the  Hon:  Congress,  that  encouraged  by 
the  repeated  Declarations  of  the  Canadians  and  Indians  and 
urged  by  their  requests;  I  have  detached  Colonel  Arnold  with 
iooo  men  to  penetrate  into  Canada  by  Way  of  Kennebeck 
River,  and  if  possible  to  make  himself  Master  of  Quebec.  By  this 
manoeuvre,  I  propose  either  to  divert  Carlton  from  St.  Johns, 
which  would  leave  a  free  Passage  to  General  Schuyler,  or  if  this 
did  not  take  Effect,  Quebec  in  its  present  defenseless  State  must 
fall  into  our  Hands  an  easy  Prey.  I  made  all  possible  Inquiry  as 
to  the  Distance,  the  Safety  of  the  Rout  and  the  Danger  of  the 
Season  being  too  far  advanced,  but  found  nothing  in  either  to 
deter  me  from  proceeding,  more  especially,  as  it  met  with  very 
General  Approbation  from  all  whom  I  consulted  upon  it. 

That  nothing  might  be  omitted,  to  enable  me  to  judge  of 
its  Propriety  and  probable  Consequences,  I  communicated  it 
by  Express  to  General  Schuyler,  who  approved  of  it  in  such 
Terms,  that  I  resolved  to  put  it  into  immediate  Execution. 
They  have  now  left  this  Place  7  Days  and  if  favoured  with  a 
good  Wind,  I  hope  soon  to  hear  of  their  being  safe  in  Ken- 
nebeck River. 

For  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Congress,  I  have  inclosed  a  copy 
of  the  proposed  rout  No.  3. 

I  also  do  myself  the  Honor  of  inclosing  a  Manifesto,  which  I 
caused  to  be  printed  here  and  of  which  Colo:  Arnold  has  taken 
a  suitable  Quantity  with  him;  This  is  the  Inclosure  No.  4. 
I  have  also  forwarded  a  Copy  of  his  Instructions  No.  5  from 
all  which  I  hope,  the  Congress  will  have  a  clear  view  of  the 
Motives,  Plan  and  intended  Execution  of  the  Enterprize,  and 
that  I  shall  be  so  happy  as  to  meet  with  their  approbation  in  it. 
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I  was  the  more  induced  to  make  this  Detachment,  as  it  is  my 
clear  Opinion,  formed  on  a  careful  Observation  of  the  Move- 
ments of  the  Enemy  and  corroborated  by  all  the  Intelligence 
we  receive  from  the  Deserters,  some  of  whom  we  have  every 
Day,  that  the  Enemy  have  no  Intention  to  come  out  until  they 
are  reinforced.  They  have  been  wholly  employed  for  some 
time  past,  in  procuring  Materials  for  Barracks,  Fuel  and  mak- 
ing other  Preparations  for  Winter;  these  Circumstances  with 
the  Constant  Additions  to  their  Works,  which  are  apparently 
defensive,  have  led  me  to  the  above  Conclusion  and  enabled 
me  to  spare  this  Body  of  Men  where  I  hope  they  will  be  use- 
fully and  successfully  employed. 

The  State  of  Inactivity  in  which  this  Army  has  lain  for  some 
Time  past,  by  no  Means  corresponds  with  my  Wishes,  by  some 
decisive  stroke  to  relieve  my  Country  from  the  heavy  Expences 
its  subsistence  must  create. 

After  frequently  reconnoitring  the  Situation  of  the  Enemy 
in  the  Town  of  Boston,  collecting  all  possible  Intelligence  and 
digesting  the  whole,  a  surprize  did  not  appear  impracticable 
though  hazardous.  I  communicated  it  to  the  General  Officers 
some  Days  before  I  called  them  to  Council,  that  they  might  be 
prepared  with  their  Opinions.  The  Result  I  have  the  Honor 
of  sending  in  the  inclosure  No.  6,  I  cannot  say  that  I  have 
wholly  laid  it  aside,  but  new  Events  may  occasion  New  Meas- 
ures. Of  this  I  hope  the  Hon  Congress  can  need  no  Assurance, 
that  there  is  not  a  Man  in  America,  who  more  earnestly  Wishes 
such  a  Termination  of  the  Campaign,  as  to  make  the  Army 
no  longer  necessary. 

The  Season  advances  so  fast,  that  I  have  given  Orders  to  pre- 
pare Barracks  and  other  Accomodations  for  the  Winter.  The 
great  Scarcity  of  Tow  Cloth  in  this  Country,  I  fear,  will  totally 
disappoint  us  in  our  expectations  of  procuring  Hunting  Shirts. 
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Govt.  Cooke  informs  me,  few  or  none  to  be  had  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  Govr.  Trumbull  gives  me  little  Encouragement  to 
expect  many  from  Connecticut. 

I  have  filled  up  the  Office  of  Quarter  Master  General,  which 
the  Congress  was  pleased  to  leave  to  me  to  by  the  Appointment 
of  Major  Mifflin,  which  I  hope  and  believe  will  be  universally 
acceptable. 

It  gives  me  great  Pain  to  be  obliged  to  sollicit  the  Attention  of 
the  Hon.  Congress  to  the  State  of  the  Army,  in  Terms  which 
imply  the  Slightest  Apprehension  of  being  neglected:  But  my 
Situation  is  inexpressibly  distressing  to  see  the  Winter  fast 
approaching  upon  a  naked  Army,  The  time  of  their  Service 
within  a  few  Weeks  of  expiring,  and  no  Provision  yet  made 
for  such  important  Events.  Added  to  this  the  Military  Chest  is 
totally  exhausted.  The  Paymaster  has  not  a  single  Dollar  in 
Hand.  The  Commissary  General  assures  me  he  has  strained 
his  Credit  to  the  utmost  for  the  Subsistence  of  the  Army : — The 
Quarter  Master  General  is  precisely  in  the  same  situation,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  Army  in  a  State  not  far  from  mutiny, 
upon  the  Deduction  from  their  stated  Allowance.62 1  know  not 
to  whom  to  impute  this  Failure,  but  I  am  of  opinion,  if  the  Evil 
is  not  immediately  remedied  and  more  Punctuality  observed  in 
future,  the  Army  must  absolutely  break  up.  I  hoped  I  had  ex- 
pressed myself  so  fully  on  this  Sub  j  ect  both  by  Letter  and  to  those 
members  of  the  Hon :  Congress  who  have  Honored  the  Camp 
with  a  Visit,  that  no  Disappointment  could  possibly  happen. 


62  "A  commissary  with  twenty  thousand  gaping  mouths  open  full  upon  him,  and 
nothing  to  stop  them  with,  must  depend  on  being  devoured  himself  .  .  .  now,  to  his 
surprise  finds  a  Paymaster,  a  Commissary,  a  Quarter-master,  nominal  nonentities;  all 
of  them  not  able  to  advance  one  shilling,  .  .  .  not  one  of  them,  the  General,  or  any 
other  person  here,  have  power  to  draw  on  Philadelphia.  ...  I  must  entreat  you  to 
exert  yourself  in  this  unhappy  case,  and  to  relieve  me  of  the  additional  trouble,  to  the 
unavoidable  ones  of  my  office,  of  having  my  heart  dunned  out,  and  be  for  weeks 
unable  to  pay  for  a  bushel  of  potatoes.  I  wish  the  accursed  cause  of  this  difficulty  no 
worse  punishment  than  to  be  put  in  my  situation  for  ten  days  past." — Joseph 
Trumbull  to  Eliphalet  Dyer,  Sept.  23,  1775. 
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I  therefore  hourly  expected  Advices  from  the  Pay  Master, 
that  he  had  received  a  fresh  Supply  in  Addition  to  the  172,000 
Dollars  delivered  him  in  August;  And  thought  myself  war- 
ranted to  assure  the  Public  Creditors,  that  in  a  few  Days  they 
should  be  satisfied,  but  the  Delay  has  brought  Matters  to  such  a 
Crisis,  as  admits  of  no  farther  uncertain  Expectation.  I  have 
therefore  sent  off  this  Express  with  orders  to  make  all  possible 
Dispatch.  It  is  my  most  earnest  request  that  he  may  be  returned 
with  all  possible  Expedition,  unless  the  Honr.  Congress  have 
already  forwarded  what  is  so  indispensibly  necessary.  I  am  with 
the  most  respectful  regard  &ca.63 

*ToTHE  OWNER  OF  THE  SHIP  "UNITY" 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  21, 1775. 
Sir:  E'er  this  you  must  have  heard  of  the  taking,  and  retaking 
of  your  Ship;  and  of  my  ordering  it  to  be  delivered  up  to  your 
Agent.  I  have  promised  the  Officers,  to  wit  Captn.  Broughton, 
Lieutt.  Glover,  and  another  Subaltern  whose  name  I  cannot 
recollect,  that  I  would  recommd.  them  to  your  notice  and  com- 
pensation. I  should  have  done  the  same  thing  in  behalf  of  the 
Men  (for  you  must  know  the  Vessell  which  retook  yours  was 
fitted  out  at  the  Publick  expence,  and  manned  with  Soldiers 
for  a  particular  Expedition)  but  for  their  exceeding  ill  behaviour 
upon  that  occasion.  I  was  obliged  to  send  for,  and  bring  them 
here  Prisoners  instead  of  prosecuting  a  scheme  I  had  in  view 

03 This  letter,  in  the  writing  of  Joseph  Reed,  was  read  in  Congress  on  September  29, 
and  a  committee  of  three,  to  repair  to  camp  to  confer  with  Washington,  the  Governor 
of  Connecticut,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  the  Council  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  President  of  New  Hampshire,  and  such  other  persons  as  the  committee 
thought  proper,  was  appointed  September  30.  Thomas  Lynch,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
and  Benjamin  Harrison  were  elected,  and  a  committee  of  five — John  Rutledge,  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Johnson,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  and  Samuel  Adams — was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  instructions  for  the  committee  of  three.  The  committee  reached 
camp  on  October  15. 
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with  the  People  of  Hallif ax,  and  I  hope  to  bestow  a  reward  of 
a  different  kind  upon  them  for  their  Mutinous  behaviour.  With 
very  great  esteem  I  am,  etc.64  [h.l.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  22, 1775. 

Parole  Lynn.    Countersign  Marblehead. 

The  undernamed  Prisoners,  try 'd  by  a  General  Court  Martial 
for  "Mutiny,  Riot  and  Disobedience  of  orders,"  are  severally 
guilty  of  the  Crimes,  wherewith  they  are  accused,  and  the  Court 
upon  due  Consideration  of  the  Evidence,  do  adjudge  that  the 
prisoner  Joseph  Seales  receive  thirty-nine  Lashes  upon  his  bare 
back  and  be  drum'd  out  of  the  Army,  and  that  the  prisoners,  John 
Gillard,  Jacob  Smallwood,  John  Peltro,  Samuel  Grant,  Hugh 
Renny,  James  Jeff ery,  Charles  Alcrain,  Samuel  Hannis,  Charles 
Pearce,  James  Williams,  John  Kelly,  John  Bryan  and  Philip 
Florence,  do  each  of  them  receive  Twenty  Lashes  upon  his  bare 
back  and  be  drum'd  out  of  the  army — The  Prisoners  Lawrence 
Blake,  Samuel  Bodin,  John  Besom,  Benj.  Bartholomew,  Fran- 
cis Ellis,  Joseph  Lawrence,  John  Sharp,  John  Poor,  Joseph 
Fessenden,  John  Foster,  John  Lee,  Lawrence  Bartlet,  Philip 
Greatey,  Peter  Neivelle,  Samuel  Parsons,  Jeremiah  Dailey, 
Francis  Greater,  Richd  Pendrick,  Robert  Hooper,  Anthony 
Lewis,  Nicholas  Ogleby,  and  Thomas  Mety ard ;  be  fin'd  Twenty 
Shillings  lawful  money  each. 

Joseph  Foster,  Joseph  Laurence  and  Joseph  Tessenden,  being 
recommended  by  the  Court  Martial,  as  proper  objects  of  mercy, 
The  Commander  in  Chief  is  pleased  to  remit  their  fine, 
and  to  order  the  sentence  upon  all  the  others,  to  be  put  in 

•"Broughton's  report  of  the  recapture  of  the  Unity,  dated  Sept.  7,  1775,  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 
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Execution  at  Guard  mounting,  to  morrow  morning — Those 
upon  Prospect-hill  to  receive  their  punishment  there;  the  rest 
at  the  main  Guard. 

John  Gizzage  Fraizer  Esqr.  being  appointed  Assistant  to 
the  Quarter  Master  General,  for  the  District  of  Prospect  and 
Winter-hill,  he  is  to  be  obeyed  as  such. 

Col  Starke  of  New  Hampshire,  having  complain'd  that 
through  mistake,  or  inadvertency  in  the  Court,  which  was  ap- 
pointed to  settle  the  Rank  of  the  regiments,  and  Officers  of  this 
army,  he  had  not  Justice  done  him,  even  upon  the  principle 
which  they  themselves  had  laid  down,  for  their  Government 
in  that  matter;  The  General  orders  that  the  Brigadier  and  the 
six  Field  Officers,  who  composed  that  Court,  do  sit  to  morrow 
morning  at  Nine  'OClock,  to  enquire  into  the  Cause  of  this 
Complaint,  at  the  same  time  of  Col  Doolittle,  who  has  also 
expressed  some  dissatisfaction  on  Account  of  his  Rank,  can 
urge  any  thing  new  to  the  Court,  he  may  be  heard;  The  Court 
are  desired,  likewise,  to  settle  the  rank  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Rifle  Companies,  posted  at  Roxbury. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  24, 1775. 

Parole  Quebec.    Countersign  Richmond. 

Major  Scarborough  Gridley,  try'd  at  a  late  Genl.  Court  Mar- 
tial, whereof  Brigd. Genl. Green  was  president,  for  "being  defi- 
cient in  his  duty  upon  the  17th  June  last,  the  day  of  the  Action 
upon  Bunkers-hill" — The  Court  find  Major  Scarborough 
Gridley  guilty  of  a  breach  of  orders;  They  do  therefore  dismiss 
him  from  the  Massachusetts  service.  But  on  Account  of  his  in- 
experience and  youth,  and  the  great  confusion  which  attended 
that  days  transaction  in  general,  they  do  not  consider  him 
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incapable  of  a  Continental  Commission,  should  the  General 
Officers  recommend  him  to  his  Excellency — The  General  con- 
firms the  dismission  of  Major  Scarborough  Gridley,and  orders 
it  to  take  place  accordingly.  George  Hamilton,  Soldier  in 
Capt.  Dexters  Company,  in  Col.  Woodbridges  Regiment,  tried 
at  a  General  Court  Martial  whereof  Col.  Nixon  was  presdt. — 
for  "stealing  a  blue  great  Coat,  the  property  of  Solomon  La- 
thorp" — The  Court  find  the  Prisoner  guilty  of  the  Charge, 
and  sentence  him  to  receive  Thirty  Lashes  upon  the  bare  back, 
and  be  drum'd  out  of  the  army,  and  order  his  Capt.  to  deduct 
Ten  Shillings  and  Tenpence  lawful  money  out  of  his  pay,  and 
pay  it  to  Mr.  Penyer,  for  so  much  paid  by  him  to  the  prisoner 
on  the  Coat,  and  that  the  Coat  be  returned  to  Mr.  Lathorp — 
Jonathan  Sharpe  of  Capt.  Loises  Company,  in  Col.  Phinny's 
Regiment,  tried  at  the  same  Court  martial,  for  "stealing  Car- 
tridges from  his  Comrades,"  is  acquitted. 

The  General  orders  the  Sentence  upon  the  prisoner  Hamil- 
ton, to  be  executed,  and  the  prisoner  Sharpe  to  be  released.  The 
General  directs  the  following  Minutes,  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  Colony,  to  be  inserted  in  the  General  Orders — 

In  the  house  of  Representatives  23rd.  Sept.  1775 
Resolved,  that  the  Speaker  Mr.  Gerry  and  Major  Havvley  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee,  to  apply  to  His  Excellency  George 
Washington  Esquire,  with  a  desire  of  this  house,  that  he  will,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  cause  a  return  to  be  made  of  the  names  of  the  Officers,  and  Men 
to  each  Regiment,  established  by  this  Colony,  and  now  in  the  American 
Army  respectively  belonging,  including  such  of  each  Regiment,  as  are 
deceased  since  its  establishment,  or  as  have  been  draughted  for  the  De- 
tachment ordered  to  Quebec;  and  specifying  the  Names  of  the  towns, 
and  other  places,  from  which  they  were  respectively  inlisted,  in  order  to 
enable  the  Court  to  rectify,  and  prevent  any  Error  in  accounts,  which 
have  been,  or  may  be  render 'd  for  payment  of  blankets  and  other  articles, 
supplied  the  Soldiers,  according  to  the  terms  of  their  inlistment. 
A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 
Attest:  Samuel  Freeman,  Clerk. 
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The  enquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  Dr.  Church,  Director  Gen- 
eral of  the  hospital,  and  the  respective  regimental  Surgeons,  to 
be  held  to  morrow  in  Col  Fryes  brigade. 

The  Genl.  Court  Martial  whereof  Brigd.  Genl.  Green  is 
president  is  dissolved. 

To  DOCTOR  BENJAMIN  CHURCH,  JUNIOR 

Cambridge,  September  24, 1775. 
Sir :  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  General  to  acquaint 
you,  that  his  Unwillingness  to  part  with  a  good  Officer  alone 
prevents  his  complying  with  your  request  in  your  Letter  of  the 
20th.  Inst.  He  desires  you  would  stay  with  your  Family  some 
Time  longer,65  and  if  there  is  then  no  Prospect  of  its  being  in 
such  a  Situation  as  to  permit  you  to  return  to  your  Duty,  you 
will  receive  a  Discharge  pursuant  to  your  Letter.  I  am,  Sir,  etc.66 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  25, 1775. 

Parole  Sandwich.    Countersign  Truro. 

As  frequent  Applications  to  the  Major  Generals  for  fur- 
loughs, have  become  very  troublesome,  and  takes  up  much  of 
their  time,  the  following  method  of  granting  them  for  the 
future  is  to  be  observed,  and  under  no  pretence  whatsoever,  to 
be  dispensed  with,  until  further  orders  on  his  head.  vizt. 

The  Colonels,  or  commanding  Officers  of  Regiments,  or 
Corps,  when  they  find  it  really  requisite,  and  not  else,  have  per- 
mission to  give  Furloughs  to  the  Non  Commission'd  Officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Corps  they  respectively  command,  provided 
they  do  not  suffer  more  than  two  privates  to  be  absent  at 
any  one  time  from  a  Company,  and  not  more  than  one  Non 

60 It  was  during  this  furlough  that  Doctor  Church  wrote  his  indiscreet  cipher  letter. 
60 This  letter  is  signed  by  Joseph  Reed. 
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Commissioned  Officer,  nor  allowing  any  person  to  be  absent 
from  his  duty  more  than  twenty  days  in  six  months,  in  extraor- 
dinary Cases  a  further  Indulgence  may  be  given  by  the  General 
of  brigade,  upon  application  from  the  Colonel — All  Commis- 
sioned Officers  are  to  apply  for  leave  of  absence,  through  then- 
own  Colonel;  or  Commanding  Officer  to  the  General  of  Bri- 
gade to  which  they  belong;  who  is  desired  never  to  suffer  more 
than  one  Field  Officer,  and  four  others,  to  be  absent  at  any  one 
time,  from  a  Regimt.  nor  for  more  than  Twenty  days  in  six 
months — In  extraordinary  Cases,  a  further  indulgence  may  be 
given,  by  the  Major  General  commanding  each  division,  upon 
the  application  of  the  Brigadier  of  his  division. 

As  the  Committee  have  settled  the  Rank  between  Col.  Stark 
and  Col  Jonathan  Brewer;  The  General  desires  the  Colonels  of 
the  regiments,  No.  6, 7  and  8  will  apply  immediately  for  Conti- 
nental Commissions  for  the  Officers  of  their  respective  Corps; 
and  that  the  three  next  Regiments  in  Sucession  will  apply  to 
morrow  morning,  and  so  three  every  morning  afterwards,  until 
the  whole  are  served. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  26, 1775. 

Parole  Virginia.    Countersign  Waltham. 

For  the  future  the  weekly  Returns  on  Saturdays,  are  to  be 
made  in  the  old  form,  The  Majors  of  Brigade  will  give  printed 
forms  as  usual,  to  the  Adjutants  of  every  brigade,  at  Orderly 
time  to  morrow. 

To  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY 
OF  HARTFORD,  CONNECTICUT 

September  26,  1775. 
Your  Favor  of  the  18th  Instant  and  one  from  Major  French 
on  the  same  Subject  have  come  safely  to  Hand.  From  the 
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General  Character  of  this  Gentleman,  and  the  acknowledged 
Politeness  and  Attention  of  the  Committee  of  Hartford  to  the 
Gentlemen  intrusted  to  their  Care,  I  flatter'd  myself,  their 
would  have  been  a  Mutual  Emulation  of  Civility,  which  would 
have  resulted  in  the  Ease  and  Convenience  of  both;  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry  to  find  it  otherwise,  And  upon  a  Reperusal  of 
former  Letters  and  Papers,  respecting  these  Gentlemen,  cannot 
think  there  is  any  thing  particular  in  their  Situation,  which 
can  Challenge  a  Distinction.  If  the  Circumstance  of  wearing 
their  Swords  had  created  no  Dissatisfaction,  I  should  not  have 
interfered,  considering  it,  in  itself,  as  a  Matter  of  Indifference; 
But,  as  it  has  become  so,  partly,  perhaps,  by  the  inadvertent 
Expressions  which  have  dropt  on  this  Occasion,  I  persuade 
myself,  Major  French,  for  the  sake  of  his  own  Convenience 
and  Ease,  and  to  save  me  farther  Trouble,  will  consider  what 
is  not  essential  to  either  his  Comfort  or  Happiness,  further 
than  mere  Opinion  makes  it  so;  on  the  other  Hand,  allow  me 
to  recommend  a  Gentleness,  even  to  Forbearance,  with  Persons 
so  intirely  in  our  Power.  We  know  not  what  the  Chance  of 
War  may  be;  but,  let  it  be  what  it  will,  the  Duties  of  Humanity 
and  Kindness  will  demand  from  us  such  a  Treatment,  as  we 
should  expect  from  others,  the  Case  being  reversed.  I  am,  etc. 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOSEPH  SPENCER 

Head  Quarters,  September  26, 1775. 

Sir:  I  have  perused  and  consider'd  a  Petition  or  rather  a 
remonstrance  directed  to  you  and  signed  by  several  Captains 
and  Subalterns  on  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Huntington67  to 
the  Lieutenancy  of  Captain  Chester's  Company. 

The  decent  Representation  of  Officers  or  even  of  common 
Soldiers,  through  the  Channel  of  their  Colonel,  or  other  superior 

87  Lieut.  Ebenezer  Huntington. 
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Officers,  I  shall  always  encourage  and  attend  to;  but  I  must 
declare  my  Disapprobation  of  this  Mode  of  associating  and 
combining  as  subversive  of  all  Subordination,  Discipline  and 
Order.  Should  the  proper  Officers  refuse  or  neglect  to  receive 
their  Complaints,  an  immediate  application  to  their  General 
Officer  would  be  proper.  Much  as  I  disapprove  the  Mode  of 
Opposition  to  this  Gentleman,  I  disaprove  the  Opposition  itself 
still  more.  To  yield  to  it  would  in  Effect  surrender  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Army,  to  those  whose  Duty  it  is,  and  whose  Hon- 
our it  ought  to  be,  to  obey.  Commissions  should  be  ever  the 
Reward  of  Merit,  not  of  Age,  and  I  am  determined  never  to 
put  it  out  of  the  proper  Power,  to  reward  a  deserving,  active 
Officer,  whatsoever  may  be  his  standing  in  the  Army,  or  the 
Pretensions  of  those  who  have  no  other  Merit  than  that  of 
having  been  born  or  inlisted  before  him.  In  an  Army  so  young 
as  ours,  the  Claims  arising  from  real  Service  are  very  few, 
and  the  accidental  Circumstance  of  obtaining  a  Commission  a 
Month  or  two  sooner,  can  with  no  reasonable  Person  claim 
any  superior  Regard,  or  make  such  a  scrutiny  of  any  Conse- 
quence. This  Army  is  supported  by  the  whole  Continent,  the 
Establishment  is  intirely  new.  All  provincial  Customs,  there- 
fore, which  are  different  in  different  Provinces,  must  be  laid 
out  of  the  Question.  The  Power  which  has  established  and 
pays  this  Army,  has  alone  the  right  to  judge  who  shall  com- 
mand in  it,  from  the  General  to  the  Ensign.  To  put  it  into  any 
other  Hands  would  be  a  high  Breach  of  my  Trust,  and  would 
give  Birth  to  such  Factions,  and  Cabals,  as  must  soon  end  in  the 
Disolution  of  the  Army,  and  the  ruin  of  our  Country.  As  no 
Objections  are  made  to  Mr.  Huntington's  Character,  or  any 
other  Reason  assigned,  than  his  not  rising  by  Gradation,  I  can 
make  no  alteration  in  his  appointment.  At  the  same  Time,  I 
declare,  I  shall  upon  all  Occasions  pay  a  proper  respect  to  long 
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Service,  and  as  far  as  lays  in  my  Power  give  it  all  the  Prefer- 
ence, which  is  consistent  with  the  Wellfare  of  the  Army  and 
the  Duties  of  my  Station.  I  make  no  Doubt,  therefore,  when 
these  and  all  other  Officers,  (who  in  such  Cases  are  both  Parties 
and  Judges)  divest  themselves  of  Prejudice  and  Partiality,  they 
will  chearfully  acquiesce  in  such  appointments  as  are  made, 
and  manifest  their  sincere  Attachment  to  their  Country  and  the 
great  Cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  by  a  ready  and  hearty 
Obedience  to  all  Orders  and  rules,  which  are  judged  necessary 
for  the  general  Interest.  I  am,  Sir,  etc. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO 
THE  WAGON  MASTER  GENERAL68 

[September  26,  1775.] 

1  st.  The  Army  being  in  three  Divisions;  Roxbury,  Cam- 
bridge and  Prospect  Hill,  under  the  Major  Generals  Ward,  Lee, 
and  Putnam ;  you  are  to  have  a  sufficient  Number  of  Teams  for 
the  Service  of  each  Division. 

2nd  When  any  Person  applies  to  you  for  a  Team,  he  must 
produce  an  Order  from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  one  of  the 
Major  Generals  for  whose  Division  the  Service  is  to  be  done, 
or  the  Commissary  General;  otherwise  you  are  not  obliged  to 
pay  any  Regard  to  it. 

3rd  Once  a  Week,  (on  every  Saturday)  you  are  to  make  a 
Return  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Number  of  Teams 
in  Service,  and  what  Work  they  have  been  employed  in  the 
preceding  Week,  taking  special  Care  not  to  put  the  Public  to 
needless  Charge,  by  providing  and  keeping  more  Teams  than 
are  absolutely  necessary. 

4th  As  to  the  Manner  in  which  the  Teams  are  to  be  fed,  it  will 
be  best  they  should  find  themselves,  and  be  paid  accordingly. 

68  John  Goddard  was  Wagon  Master  General  of  the  Continental  Army. 
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The  Carts  or  Waggons  may  be  numbered,  and  the  Number 
with  the  Words,  Continental  Army  on  a  Board  put  on  some 
Part  of  the  Cart  or  Waggon  most  easily  seen.  I  am,  Sir,  etc. 

To  MAJOR  CHRISTOPHER  FRENCH 

Camp  Cambridge,  September  26, 1775. 

Sir:  Your  Favor  of  the  18th  instant,  is  now  before  me,  as  well 
as  that  from  the  Committee  of  Hartford,  on  the  same  Subject. 
When  I  compare  the  Treatment  you  have  received,  with  that 
which  has  been  shewn  to  those  brave  American  Officers,  who 
were  taken  fighting  gallantly  in  Defence  of  the  Liberties  of 
their  Country,  I  cannot  help  expressing  some  Surprize,  that 
you  should  thus  earnestly  contest  Points  of  mere  Punctilio. 
The  Appellation  of  Rebel,  has  been  deemed  sufficient  to  sanc- 
tify every  Species  of  Cruelty  to  them,  while  the  Ministerial 
Officers,  the  voluntary  Instruments  of  an  Avaricious  and  vin- 
dictive Ministry,  claim,  upon  all  Occasions,  the  Benefit  of  those 
Military  Rules,  which  can  only  be  binding,  where  they  are  mu- 
tual. We  have  shewn  on  our  part  the  Strongest  Disposition  to 
observe  them,  during  the  present  Contest;  but  I  should  illy  sup- 
port my  Country's  Honor,  and  my  own  Character,  if  I  did  not 
shew  a  proper  Sense  of  their  sufferings,  by  making  the  condition 
of  the  Ministerial  Officers,  in  some  Degree,  dependant  on  theirs. 

My  Disposition  does  not  allow  me,  to  follow  the  unworthy  Ex- 
ample set  me  by  General  Gage,  to  its  fullest  Extent;  You  possess 
all  the  essential  comforts  of  Life,  why  would  you  press  for  In- 
dulgence of  a  ceremonious  Kind,  which  gives  general  Offence. 

I  have  looked  over  all  the  Papers  sent  me  from  Philadelphia, 
I  find  nothing  in  them  upon  the  present  Subject.  Nor  do  I 
know,  whether  the  Liberty  of  wearing  your  Swords  was  given 
or  taken.  But  I  flatter  myself,  when  you  come  to  consider  all 
circumstances,  you  will  save  me  the  Trouble  of  giving  any 
positive  Direction.  You  will  easily  conceive,  how  much  more 
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grateful  a  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  People  (among 
whom  your  Residence  may  be  longer  than  you  expect)  will 
appear,  when  it  is  the  result  of  your  own  Prudence  and  Good 
sense, rather  than  a  Determination  from  me;  I  therefore  should 
be  unwilling  to  deprive  you  of  an  Opportunity  of  Cultivating 
their  Esteem,  by  so  small  a  Concession  as  this  must  be. 

As  I  suppose  your  several  Letters  to  me  have  been  communi- 
cated to  each  other,  I  cannot  forbear  considering  your  conduct, 
"in  declaring  in  a  high  Tone,  that  had  you  joined  your  Regi- 
ment, you  would  have  acted  vigourously  against  this  country 
and  done  all  in  your  Power  to  reduce  it,"  as  a  Deviation  from 
that  Line  of  Propriety  and  Prudence,  which  I  should  have  ex- 
pected to  distinguish  the  conduct  of  so  old  and  experienced  an 
Officer.  You  being  so  intirely  in  our  Power,  may  extinguish 
the  resentment  a  generous  and  enlightened  mind  would  other- 
wise feel,  but  I  cannot  commend  the  conduct  which  puts  such 
a  mind  to  the  Trial,  I  am,  Sir,  etc.69 

GENERAL  ORDERS 
Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  27, 1775. 
Parole  Yorkshire.    Countersign  Amboy. 
Amos  Brown  of  Capt.  Wilders70  Company  in  Col.  Whit- 
comb's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  General  Court  Martial  whereof 
Col.  Bridge71  wasPresdt.  for  "mutinous  and  abusive  language." 

69 Major  French  and  his  attempt  to  force  retention  of  the  privileges  to  wear  his  sword 
while  a  prisoner  of  war  were  fair  examples  of  the  general  attitude  of  the  British  offi- 
cers toward  the  inhabitants.  His  presumption  was  impertinent,  but  he  was  probably 
ignorant  of  the  fact.  His  exceptional  statement  he  explained  in  his  letter  to  Washing- 
ton (October  9) :  "I  was  asked  by  Mr.  Paine  if  I  would  not  fight  against  the  colonies  if 
set  at  liberty,  and  I  answered  that  I  would,  in  which  might  have  been  included,  that  I 
would  endeavour  to  reduce  them,  but  I  did  not  say  so;  and  I  must  appeal  to  you,  Sir, 
if  the  question  need  or  should  have  been  asked.  The  answer  was  obvious,  and  there- 
fore it  could  only  be  asked  with  a  design  to  have  something  to  say.  I  told  them, 
therefore,  that  I  gloried  in  serving  my  king  and  country,  and  should  always  do  so, 
and  I  glory  even  in  repeating  it  to  you.  I  am  convinced,  Sir,  you  will  not  think  the 
worse  of  me  for  supporting  my  honor  as  a  man,  and  a  British  officer,  which,  in  all 
situations  I  am  determined  to  do."  Lee's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

70 Capt.  David  Wilder,  of  Benjamin  Whitcomb's  regiment. 

71  Col.  Ebenezer  Bridge. 
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The  Court  are  unanimously  of  opinion  the  prisoner  is  not 
guilty  and  therefore  acquit  the  prisoner. 

Genl.  Thomas's  brigade  to  be  mustered  on  monday  morning 
at  seven  O  Clock,  and  General  Spencers  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing at  the  same  hour. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  28,  1775. 

Parole  Bedford.    Countersign  Chatham. 

The  enquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  Dr.  Church,  Director  Gen- 
eral of  the  hospital,  and  the  respective  Regimental  Surgeons, 
being  finished  in  the  four  Brigades  in  and  near  Cambridge, 
conformable  to  the  General  Orders  of  the  7th  Instant — The 
same  is  to  take  place  to  morrow  in  Bridgr.  Genl.  Thomas's 
brigade,  and  in  Brigadier  Genl.  Spencer's  brigade  on  Saturday. 

The  General  Court  Martial  whereof  Col  Nixon72  was  presi- 
dent is  dissolved — A  General  Court  Martial  of  the  Line  to  sit 
to  morrow  at  nine  'OClock  in  Cambridge,  to  try  such  prisoners 
as  shall  be  brought  before  them.  All  Evidences  and  persons 
concern'd  to  attend  the  Court.  For  the  Court  Martial  one 
Colo,  one  Lieut  Col.  and  Major  and  ten  Captains. 

John  Hawkins  and  Robt.  Higgins  of  Capt  Wylys  Company, 
in  Col  Sergeants  regiment,  upon  an  appeal  from  a  Regimental 
Court  martial,  tried  by  the  late  General  Court  martial  whereof 
Col  Nixon  was  president  for  "Theft" — The  Court  find  the 
prisoner  John  Hawkins  guilty  of  the  Charge  and  do  sentence 
that  he  restore  the  money  stolen  by  him  to  the  owner  Charles 
Caldwell,  amounting  to  thirteen  pounds,  eight  shillings,  lawful 
money  and  that  he  receive  thirty-nine  Lashes  upon  his  bare 
back.  The  Court  acquit  the  prisoner  John  Higgins.  The  Gen- 
eral approves  the  sentence,  and  orders  the  prisoner  Hawkins  to 

7  Col.  John  Nixon. 
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be  punished  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and  the  prisoner 
Higgins  to  be  immediately  released. 

To  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE 

Cambridge,  September  28,  1775. 

Gentn:  The  Indian  who  accompanies  Mr.  Kirkland73  is  an 
Oneida  Chief,  of  considerable  Rank  in  his  own  Country;  He 
has  come  on  a  Visit  to  the  Camp,  principally  to  satisfy  his  Curi- 
osity; But  as  his  Tribe  has  been  very  friendly  to  the  United 
Colonies  and  his  Report  to  his  Nation,  at  his  Return,  have 
important  Consequences  to  the  public  Interest,  I  have  Stu- 
diously endeavour'd  to  make  his  Visit  agreeable. 

Having  express'd  an  Inclination  to  pay  his  Respects  to  the 
General  Court,  I  thought  it  proper  to  let  them  know  who  he 
was  and  upon  what  Errand  he  came;  Not  doubting,  but  your 
Honorable  Board  will  join  with  me  in  shewing  him  all  proper 
Civilities.  I  have  directed  a  present  to  be  prepared  for  him  at 
his  Return.  I  am  Gentn.,  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  29, 1775. 

Parole  Danvers.    Countersign  Epsom. 

A  Court  of  enquiry  to  sit  this  afternoon  at  three  'OClock  to 
examine  into  the  Complaint  of  Lt.  Col.  Abijah  Brown  of  the 
25th.  Regt.  against  Col  Ruggles  Woodbridge.  Col  Glover,74 
president,  Col  Bridge,75  Major  Wood,76  Major  Lee77  and  Major 
Durgee,78  members. 

,3Rev.  Samuel  Kirkland,  missionary  to  the  Oneida  Indians. 

"Col.  John  Glover. 

75 Col.  Ebenezer  Bridge. 

7eMaj.  Daniel  Wood. 

71  Maj.  William  Raymond  Lee. 

78Maj.  John  Durkee. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  September  30, 1775. 

Parole  Fairfax.    Countersign  Goshen. 

A  Court  of  enquiry  ordered  to  sit  this  day  in  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Spencers  brigade,  in  relation  to  the  dispute  between  the 
Director  General  of  the  hospital,  and  the  Regimental  Surgeons, 
is  on  account  of  the  Indisposition  of  Dr  Church,  to  be  post- 
poned until  further  orders. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Camp  Cambridge,  September  30, 1775. 

Sir :  The  Revd  Mr.  Kirkland  the  Bearer  of  this,  haying  been 
introduced  to  the  Honorable  Congress,  can  need  no  particular 
Recommendation  from  me:  But  as  he  now  wishes  to  have 
the  Affairs  of  his  Mission  and  public  Employ,  put  upon  some 
suitable  Footing,  I  cannot  but  intimate  my  Sense  of  the  Im- 
portance of  his  Station,  and  the  great  Advantages  which  have 
and  may  result  to  the  United  Colonies  from  his  Situation  being 
made  respectable. 

All  Accounts  agree  that  much  of  the  favorable  Disposition 
shewn  by  the  Indians  may  be  ascribed  to  his  Labour  and  In- 
fluence. He  has  accompanied  a  Chief  of  the  Oneidas  to  this 
Camp,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  agreeable  to  him 
both  by  Civility  and  some  small  Presents. 

Mr.  Kirkland  being  also  in  some  Necessity  for  Money,  to 
bear  his  traveling  Charges  and  other  Expences,  I  have  supplied 
him  with  ^32.  Lawful  Money.  I  cannot  but  congratulate  the 
Honorable  Congress  on  the  happy  Temper  of  the  Canadians 
and  Indians,  our  Accounts  of  which  are  now  fully  confirmed 
by  some  intercepted  Letters  from  Officers  in  Cannada  to  Gen- 
eral Gage  and  others  in  Boston,  which  were  found  on  Board 
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the  Vessel  lately  taken  going  into  Boston  with  a  Donation  of 
Cattle  and  other  fresh  Provisions  for  the  Ministerial  Army.  I 
have  the  Honor  etc.79 

*To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Monday  l/2  after  One  O'Clock, 
[Cambridge,  September — 1775.] 
Sir:  A  Gentleman  this  Instant  [rec'd  the]  Inclosed  Gazette 
(containing  [the  Address]  and  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
[Aldermen]  and  Commons  of  the  City  of  London)  into  my 
hands,  desiring  I  would  forward  it  to  you.  I  accordingly  do 
so,  and  am  with  very  great  regards  and  esteem,  Sir,  Yr.  etc.80 

[H.S.P.] 


79  In  the  writing  of  Joseph  Reed.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on  October  25. 

80 The  Pennsylvania  Gazette  of  September  13  printed  the  "Humble  Address,  Re- 
monstrance and  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Livery  of  London  on  this 
important  cricis  of  American  Affairs."  This  was  dated  June  24  in  London.  It  is  also 
printed  in  Force's  American  Archives,  Series  4,  vol.  2,  1073.  The  words  in  brackets 
in  the  above  letter  have  been  supplied  as  the  probable  readings  in  Washington's  letter, 
which  is  mutilated.  This  petition  should  not  be  confused  with  the  remonstrance  and 
petition  from  the  mayor  of  April  6,  1775,  which  was  printed  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Gazette  of  June  7  and  in  Force's  American  Archives,  Series  4,  vol.  1,  1853.  Cf.  Bur- 
nett's Letters  of  Members  of  Congress,  vol.  1,  p.  1 10,  note. 
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By  David  M.  Matteson 

Abram,  Bassett  servant,  181. 

Absent  without  leave,  inquiries,  312;  officers,  cashiered,  319,  382,  441, 
449, 490;  rank  and  file,  367, 406, 408.  See  also  Desertion;  Furloughs. 

Accounts,  military,  clothing,  415, 445, 446. 

Accounts,  private,  Washington  on  charges,  4;  Washington's  English, 
unfavorable  balance,  interest,  74,  165;  settlement  in  Virginia,  103, 
134;  Dismal  Swamp,  103/2;  Patsy  Custis's  estate,  139;  Norfolk,  143; 
Boucher,  147,  148;  frontier  land  preparations,  201;  English,  of 
Custis,  216-218.  See  also  Bills  of  exchange;  Finances. 

Acts  of  Trade,  seizure  for  evasion,  65. 

Adam,  Robert,  (and  Co.),  in  England,  Washington's  commission,  72, 
74—77,  89;  letter  to,  75;  claim  against,  103;  West  Indies  trade,  105, 
213,  256;  Washington's  dealings,  167,  432;  Fairfax  accounts,  223. 

Adams,  Daniel  Jenifer,  letters  to,  98,  107,  274;  consignment,  diversion, 
proceedings  against,  98,  99,  105—107,  112,  115,  116,  136,  137,  147, 
167, 169, 204,  212—214,  273—275;  sketch,  105  n. 

Adams,  Gabriel,  land,  250,  253. 

Adams,  John,  Washington's  appointment  and  commission,  293 n;  inter- 
cepted letters,  398  «;  on  equality  and  discipline,  letter,  50872. 

Adams,  Josias,  estate,  10572,  273—275. 

Adams,  Samuel,  on  appointment  of  officers,  letter,  457  72 ;  committee,  513/2. 

Adams,  Sir  Thomas,  at  Belvoir,  17. 

Addison,  John(?),  Washington's  goods,  21. 

Addresses  and  replies,  New  York  Legislature,  305;  Massachusetts  Legis- 
lature, 307. 

Adjutant  general.  See  Gates,  Horatio. 

Agriculture,  implements,  order,  quality,  60,  89,  142;  Washington  on 
probable  western  (1774),  189;  frontier  preparations,  199-204,  258, 
269,  272.  See  also  Animals;  Corn;  Land;  Tobacco;  Wheat. 

Aides.  See  Military  secretaries. 

Aitken,  Robert,  military  guide,  Washington's  copy,  29372. 

Alarms,  general  orders  on,  317,  318,  320. 

Albemarle  County,  Va.,  independent  company,  27672. 
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Alcrain,  Charles,  court-martial,  514. 

Alden,  Lieut.  Col.  Ichabod,  at  court-martial,  482,  490. 

Alexander, ,  Marshall's  land,  6-9. 

Alexander,  William.  See  Stirling. 

Alexandria,  Va.,  ball,  84;  Washington  and  vestry  and  church,  112-114; 
county  meetings  (1774),  22972,  23772;  election  (1774),  22972;  Wash- 
ington's house,  22972. 

Alfred,  Thomas,  war-time  employment,  434. 

Alfred,  William,  charge  against,  306. 

Aliens,  not  for  outpost  duty,  316. 

Almon,  John,  Remembrancer,  30272. 

Almonds,  order,  91. 

Alton,  John,  227. 

Alum,  order,  63. 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  material  from,  41672. 

American  Revolution,  Dunmore's  Indian  intrigue,  8772;  Boston  Port 
Bill,  21572-21772,  21972,  223,  23772,  23872;  Virginia  Conventions, 
21772,  224,  235,  236,  276,  27672,  27772,  279;  Washington  on  situation 
and  attitude  (1774),  224,  22672,  228,  229,  231-234,  240—242,  245- 
247;  (1775),  268,  277,  291;  coercive  acts,  228,  232,  23772,  245,  246, 
24772;  Fairfax  Resolutions,  22972,  230,  233,  23772,  23872;  Virginia 
independent  companies,  24772—24972,  265,  266,  276,  288,  298;  com- 
mittees of  safety,  248,  24872;  Dunmore  on  Virginia  conditions 
(1774),  248/2-25072;  Gage- Washington  correspondence  on  merits, 
416,  417,  430,  432;  Washington's  address  to  Bermudians,  475;  his 
address  to  Canadians,  478-480.  See  also  Continental  army;  Conti- 
nental Congress;  Independence;  Indians;  Loyalists;  Navy;  Nonim- 
portation; Raids. 

Ammunition,  problem  at  siege  of  Boston,  scarcity,  supply,  302,  304,  318, 
325,  385-390,  394,  395,  416,  419-421,  424,  436,  438,  442,  452,  453, 
458-463,  469,  477,  482,  484,  487;  waste,  check,  367,  384,  425;  daily 
examination,  385;  Bermuda  affair,  386-388,  420,  421,  476,  500; 
South  Carolina,  401;  magazine,  428;  for  Canadian  expedition,  436; 
frugality,  469;  West  Indies  venture,  501.  See  also  Arms. 

Amusements.  See  Balls;  Cards;  Horse  races;  Hunting. 

Anderson,  Edward,  letter  to,  148. 

Anderson,  Harriot  Rebecca,  bequest,  149. 

Angell,  Maj.  Israel,  at  court-martial,  418. 

Animals.  See  Catde;  Horses;  Pigs;  Sheep. 

Annapolis,  Md.,  letter  from,  65;  horse  races,  155. 


INDEX  533 

Anne  and  Elizabeth,  136,  167,  169,  204,  212. 

Arbitration,  case,  37,  39. 

Armorers,  attendance  at  headquarters,  384;  brigade,  446. 

Arms,  private,  to  England  for  repair,  77;  for  independent  companies, 
265,  266;  pikes,  338,  357;  armorers,  384,  446;  supply,  458—460, 
477,  482. 

Armstrong,  E.  A.,  letters  possessed  by,  417?,  10472,  18772. 

Armstrong,  John,  military  land  grant,  15072,  155,  156;  letter  to,  155; 
brigadiership,  461. 

Arnold,  Col.  Benedict,  plan  for  Canadian  expedition,  437,  470;  Maine 
preparations,  471;  force,  equipment,  473;  final  preparations,  depar- 
ture, 482,  485,  489,  510;  letter  to,  instructions,  491. 

Arrell,  David,  inn,  22972. 

Articles  of  war,  signing,  411, 446.  See  also  Muster. 

Artificers,  master  carpenters,  351;  return,  446;  pay,  506. 

Artillery  at  siege  of  Boston,  returns,  318,  325;  commissary,  324,  350, 
427;  placement,  341;  returns  of  regiment,  342;  ordnance  stores,  428; 
pay,  506. 

Artisans,  servants,  289. 

Association,  Dunmore  on,  24872,  24972;  and  West  Indies  trade,  256.  See 
also  Nonimportation. 

Athawes,  Samuel,  letter  to,  218. 

Ayscough, ,  intercepted  letters,  399. 

Aylett,  Elizabeth  (Dandridge),  17772. 

Aylett,  John,  letter  to,  slave  affair,  174. 

Aylett,  William,  letter  to,  272. 

Ayres,  Joseph(  ?),  artificers,  446. 

Baldwin,  Lieut.  Col.  Loammi,  post,  33672;  report  on  Bostonians,  401. 
Ball,  George  A.,  letters  possessed  by,  17272,  25572. 
Ball,  Mary,  guardian,  70  72. 

Ballard,  Capt.  William  Hudson,  court-martial,  410. 
Ballendine,  John,  Potomac  improvement,  Washington's  opinion,  82. 
Balls,  Alexandria,  84. 
Banister,  John,  account,  103;  sketch,  10372. 
Bank  of  England,  Custis  stock,  proposed  sale,  165,  219-221. 
Barbadoes,  flour  trade,  98. 

Barracks  (huts)  at  siege  of  Boston,  366,  392,  425,  511;  returns  of  boards, 
410. 
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Barraud, ,  debt  to  Washington,  432. 

Bartholomew,  Benjamin,  court-martial,  514. 

Bartlet,  Lawrence,  court-martial,  514. 

Bartlett,  Samuel,  court-martial,  317. 

Bassett,  Anna  Maria  (Dandridge),  114  n. 

Bassett,  Burwell,  at  Mount  Vernon,  80;  letters  to,  114, 133, 138, 180, 296; 

illness,  114;  sketch,  114/2;  death  of  daughter,  133;  invitation,  181. 
Batcheler,  John,  court-martial,  313. 
Bathing,  indecent,  440. 
Batteaux,  for  Arnold's  expedition,  471. 
Bayley,  Col.  Jacob,  and  Indian,  398;  service,  39872. 
Baylor,  George,  Washington's  aide,  425;  powder  negotiations,  459,  460, 

477- 

Baynton,  John,  land  grant,  49  n. 

Bayonne,  proposed  voyage,  500. 

Beads,  order,  93. 

Beall,  Rezin,  movements,  181, 182;  service,  182/2. 

Bedel,  Col.  Timothy,  regiment,  370. 

Berkeley,  Norborne.  See  Botetourt. 

Berkeley  County,  Va.,  created,  82. 

Berkeley  Springs,  W.  Va.,  no  Washington  house  (1771),  52;  Dunmore's 
land,  223. 

Bermuda,  powder  from,  386-388,  420,  421,  476,  500;  Washington's  ad- 
dress, 475. 

Berry,  Benjamin,  Dawson,  251. 

Besom,  John,  court-martial,  514. 

Bible,  order,  94. 

Bills  of  exchange  (drafts),  sent  to  England,  79,  80,  164,  207,  217,  225, 
226/2,  290;  sale  in  Virginia,  103;  to  pay  Custis's  tuition,  134;  unsea- 
sonable, 219;  protested,  235,  365. 

Bishop,  Thomas,  messenger,  79;  sketch,  79/2. 

Bishopric,  colonial,  80. 

Black,  William,  letters  to,  165,  176;  land  affair,  165,  174-179,  181; 
sketch,  165/2;  on  independent  companies,  248/2. 

Blair, ,  bond,  249,  253. 

Blair,  John,  clerk  of  Council,  9, 26. 

Bland, ,  warehouse,  57. 

Bland,  Richard,  Virginia  Convention,  277/2. 
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Bland,  Theodorick,  daughter,  103  n. 

Blankets,  military,  need,  308, 484,  509;  returns,  410. 

Board  of  Trade,  land-grant  schemes,  48  n,  49 n,  6j. 

Boats,  oars  ordered,  92;  and  boatmen  at  siege  of  Boston,  340,  348,  405. 
See  also  Batteaux. 

Bodin,  Samuel,  court-martial,  514. 

Bolivar,  Simon,  Washington  letter  given  to,  301  n. 

Bolting  cloth,  168,  435. 

Bomford,  Sarah,  Mrs.  Savage's  affairs,  101-103;  letters  to,  102,  169,  243. 

Bonaventure,  E.  F.,  letters  possessed  by,  37 n,  148  n. 

Bonnets.  See  Hats. 

Bonny,  Alexander,  land  grant,  159, 171. 

Bookplate,  order,  77. 

Books,  Boucher's  requisitions  for  Custis,  155  n. 

Boston,  H.  M.  S.,  65. 

Boston,  siege  of,  Lexington  and  Concord,  291,  347 n,  352,  375;  Wash- 
ington's journey,  297,  301,  301  n,  304,  320,  329;  complications  of 
continental  assumption,  300/2;  ammunition  problem,  302,  304,  318, 

325,  385-390,  394,  395,  416,  419-421,  424,  436,  438,  442,  452,  453, 
458-463,  469,  476,  477,  482,  484,  487,  500-502;  Bunker  Hill,  304, 
328,  336;*,  337,  348,  354,  364,  372,  410,  433,  451,  496,  515;  state  of 
troops,  officers,  discipline,  Washington's  opinion,  307,  326—328, 
331, 349,  374,  433,  450—452;  headquarters,  308 n;  clothing  question, 

3J3>  325>  387>  389>  392>  4°4>  4X5»  422>  444"446»  46l>  484>  5°9>  5"» 
posts  and  commanders,  318;  strength  of  forces,  reinforcements,  319, 

326,  330,  346,  347,  367,  372;  council  of  war  (July),  retention  of 
position,  320,  322,  326,  330;  militia,  320/2,  326,  337;  Washington's 
first  reconnaissance,  321;  opposing  lines  and  works,  completion, 
security,  321,  330,  332,  338,  347,  368,  371,  375,  396,  433,  450,  487, 
499;  encounters,  alarms,  321  n,  337, 346;  lack  of  engineers,  322, 325; 
quarters,  preparation  for  winter,  323,  366,  392,  511;  commissary 
problem,  324;  military  chest,  exhaustion,  324,  512,  513;  rank  ques- 
tion, general  officers,  325, 326, 358-361, 390, 397;  British  diversions, 
coast  raids,  328,  333,  366,  369,  385,  422,  424,  426,  445,  465-467,  470, 
477,  486,  5030;  intelligence,  328,  333,  407/2;  cattle  drive,  336,  337, 
34°>  373>  397>  398>  riflemen, 347, 375, 424, 507/2;  conditions  in  town, 
348,  370-373,  396,  488;  British  plans,  348,  392,  397,  407,  411,  413, 
419;  American  boat  guard,  348;  divisions  of  army,  assignments, 
349>  355>  356>  3965  lighthouse  exploits,  351,  353,  381,  393;  Maine 
troops,  361;  strategy,  372;  prospects,  373;  exits  from  town,  precau- 
tions against  loyalists,  377,  397,  399,  401;  detachments  refused  for 
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defense  against  raids,  379,  396;  expected  British  bombardment, 
388;  new  Connecticut  levies,  389,  486,  503-505;  sketches,  396;  con- 
gressional committee,  39972,  513^;  boats  and  surprise,  405;  floating 
battery,  405;  absenteeism, 406;  American  provisioning  of  town,  407, 
458;  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  retaliation,  416,  417,  422,  430, 
463;  Gage  and  Graves,  42277;  Indians  at  camp,  423,  437,  525;  inac- 
tivity, 433,  485/2,  488,  511;  Point  Alderton,  441-444,  452,  45472; 
intercourse  with  enemy,  444;  Ploughed  Hill,  453,  456,  458,  462, 
470,  487;  Washington  on  his  trials,  454;  Lee  on  Washington's 
conduct,  454 n;  engrossment  of  supplies,  455;  Washington's  pro- 
posal of  assault,  483—485,  499,  511;  expiration  of  service,  question 
of  reenlistment,  505,  506;  temporary  character  of  army,  50672;  pay 
problem,  506-508;  transportation  regulations,  521;  prizes,  527.  See 
also  General  orders. 

Boston  Port  Bill,  Virginia  fast,  21572,  21772,  21972,  223,  232;  loyalist  on, 
23772,  23872. 

Botetourt,  Gov.  Norborne  Berkeley,  baron  de,  letters  to,  9,  26;  Walpole 
Grant,  121. 

Botetourt  County,  Va.,  Washington's  land,  278. 

Bottomry,  bond,  169,  212. 

Boucher,  Jonathan,  letters  to,  4,  12,  15,  21,  35,  36,  39,  40,  41,  42,  48,  79, 
80,  83,  105,  147,  148,  181;  Custis  at  school,  absences,  5,  21,  35-37, 
4172,  42,  45,  84;  Custis's  travel  abroad,  12-16,  39,  43—45,  49—52; 
favor,  21;  visits,  37,  41, 105,  148;  Custis  accounts,  3772,  7972,  80,  147, 
148;  on  Custis's  inoculation,  letter,  4122;  new  parish,  45;  news- 
papers, 81,  148;  engagement,  84;  Washington  on  relations,  84; 
sheep,  85;  illness,  147;  and  books  for  Custis,  15572. 

Boundaries, Fort  Stanwix  treaty,  4872;  Pennsylvania-Virginia, 87 72, 2 15 72. 

Bowen,  Ensign,  Levi,  court-martial,  490. 

Box,  Daniel,  brigade  major,  425,  462. 

Boyds  Hole,  Va.,  57. 

Braddock,  Edward,  servant,  7972. 

Bradford,  Thomas,  letter  to,  44272. 

Brads,  order,  155. 

Bradshaw  &  Davidson,  seine  order,  90,  96,  97;  letter  to,  96. 

Bradstreet,  Lyonel,  bill  of  exchange,  290. 

Braxton,  Carter,  letter  to,  38. 

Bread,  complaint,  315,  455. 

Brent, ,  rent,  252. 

Brewer,  Col.  Jonathan,  regiment  brigaded,  355;  rank,  518. 

Brewer,  Samuel,  brigade  major,  456, 462. 
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Brewster,  Col.  David,  regiment  brigaded,  355. 

Brickett,  Lieut.  Col.  James,  at  court  of  inquiry,  376;  at  court-martial,  445. 

Bricks,  making,  detail,  446, 447. 

Bridge,  Col.  Ebenezer,  regiment  brigaded,  356;  at  courts  of  inquiry,  436, 

439, 525;  at  courts-martial,  490, 523. 
Bridgewater,  Francis  Egerton,  du\e  of,  canal,  82. 
Brigade  majors,  insignia,  353;  appointment,  397,  425,  427,  456,  462. 
Brigades,  of  army  before  Boston,  355,  356,  397;  parades,  428. 
Brigadier  generals,  badge,  362;  appointment,  Washington's  recommen- 
dations, 461.  See  also  Officers. 
Brigham,  Lieut.  Timothy,  court-martial,  318. 
Brindley,  James,  Ballendine,  83. 
Brisco,  Dr.  John,  letter  to,  104;  jumping  Washington's  land,  104,  152, 

154,  210. 
British  debts,  Washington's  attitude  (1774),  229,  234;  and  attitude  of 

Virginia,  249  n. 
Broadcloth,  orders,  24,  61. 
Broadwater,  Charles,  election,  228,  229  n. 
Brodie,  Samuel,  shipmaster,  106. 
Bronaugh,  William,  land  grant,  159,  161,  263;  Mercer  land  affair,  206; 

letter  to,  263. 
Brooms,  hair,  order,  92. 
Broughton,  Nicholson,  instructions  to,  as  privateer,  467;  recapture  by, 

513,514a. 
Brown,  Lieut.  Col.  Abijah,  complaint,  525. 
Brown,  Amos,  court-martial,  523. 
Brown,  Enoch,  British  advance  post  at  house,  321  n. 
Brown,  Jacob,  account,  4. 
Brown,  Nicholas,  powder  shortage,  387. 
Bryan,  John,  court-martial,  514. 
Buckles,  orders,  23, 93. 

Buffalo,  Washington  and  domestication,  261. 
Bullett,  Cuthbert,  Dunmore's  agent,  88  n,  192,  267. 
Bullett,  Thomas,  Dunmore's  agent,  88 n;  Washington's  land  grants,  149, 

150,  152,  153,  192;  surveys,  151,  152, 156;  own  grant,  159. 
Bunker  Hill,  fight,  news,  304;  as  British  post,  321,  331,  332;  losses,  328, 

337>  354>  364>  3725  conduct  of  officers,  336/2, 348,  433, 451,  496,  515; 

reward  for  bravery,  410. 
Burgoyne,  Gen.  John,  letter  written  by,  418 n\  on  provisions,  Graves, 

letter,  422 n. 
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Burk,  John,  on  Dunmore,  87 72;  Virginia,  87 n. 

Burn,  Richard,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  order,  61. 

Burnaby,  Andrew,  Washington,  218. 

Burnett,  Edmund  C,  Letters  of  Continental  Congress,  293  n. 

Burning  Spring,  W.  Va.,  278. 

Burr,  Aaron,  and  commission,  399;  service,  399  n. 

Bury,  Michael,  court-martial,  358. 

Business  enterprises,  Potomac  River  improvement  company,  17—20; 

importation  of  servants,  19472.   See  also  Agriculture;  Commerce; 

Finances;  Fisheries;  Land. 
Butler,  Capt.  Joseph,  company,  377. 
Butterick,  Maj.  John,  at  court-martial,  418. 
Byrd,  William,  land  affair,  bond,  175,  179. 

Calamanco,  cloth  ordered,  93;  shoes  ordered,  94,  141. 

Caldwell,  Charles,  524. 

Callender,  Capt.  John,  cashiered,  314,  348;  sketch,  3147?. 

Calvert,  Benedict,  sheep,  85;  letter  to,  129;  daughter  and  Custis,  129- 
131,  208. 

Calvert,  Eleanor,  love  affair,  Washington's  attitude,  129-131,  134,  167; 
marriage,  130  n,  18277,  186,  208. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  letters  from,  305—527.  See  also  Boston,  siege  of. 

Campbell,  Mrs. ,  Williamsburg,  215. 

Campbell,  Charles,  on  Dunmore,  8772;  Virginia,  8772. 

Campbell,  Matthew,  fish  for  West  Indies,  25;  letter  to,  99. 

Canadian  expedition,  policy  toward  Canadians,  Washington's  letter  and 
instructions,  303,  478-480,  485,  491,  494-496,  510;  attitude  of  in- 
habitants and  Indians,  374,  398,  423,  526;  Schuyler's  preparations, 
423,  436;  plan  for  Arnold's  expedition,  437,  470;  ships  for  Arnold, 
46772,  470;  his  batteaux  and  provisions,  471;  his  detachment  and 
final  preparations,  473,  482,  485,  489;  Schuyler's  advance,  489;  in- 
structions to  Arnold,  491—496;  his  march,  510. 

Cane,  order,  77. 

Canterbury  Court,  Custis  bank  stock,  219—221. 

Cape  Ann,  Mass.,  guard  against  raid,  426. 

Cape  Henry,  Va.,  lighthouse,  81. 

Caps,  orders,  female,  88,  90, 93;  hunting,  92. 

Cards,  orders,  61,  93,  141. 

Carleton,  Sir  Guy,  Indians,  398;  defense  of  Canada,  489. 

Carlyle,  John,  letter  to,  22;  land-grant  right,  22;  Adams  affair,  136,  214; 
Mercer  land,  253. 
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Carmiele,  Daniel,  punishment,  339. 

Carpenters,  army  need  of  master,  351. 

Carpets.  See  Matting. 

Carriages,  Washington's,  returned  from  Philadelphia,  298. 

Carter,  John,  information,  458. 

Carter,  Col.  Robert(P),  escheat,  71. 

Carts,  labeled,  522. 

Cary,  Archibald,  on  Virginia  taxables,  236. 

Cary,  Richard,  brigade  major,  425. 

Cary,  Robert,  &  Co.,  invoices  to,  and  orders  on,  drafts,  22,  23, 53,  61-63, 

74>  75>  77>  8o>  96>  97 >  J35>  x42>  J44>  *48»  l64>  2*9; letters  to>  56;  62> 
74,  80,  89,  135,  139,  143,  154,  164,  219;  Washington  on  relations, 
57, 140;  and  Bank  of  England  stock,  165,  219-221. 

Cattle,  Washington  and  purchase,  252,  254;  for  frontier  lands,  260;  buf- 
faloes, 261;  purchase  for  army,  336;  drive  at  siege  of  Boston,  336, 
337>  34°>  373;  British  raid,  422. 

Caughnawaga  Indians,  chief  visits  army,  397,  398. 

Centennial  Anniversary  Evacuation  of  Boston,  321  n. 

Chaplain,  appointment,  497. 

Charming  Sally,  capture,  458. 

Charters,  right,  238  n. 

Chase,  Thomas,  brigade  major,  425, 427, 456. 

Chatham,  William  Pitt,  earl  of,  ordered  treatment  of  son,  494. 

Cheeney,  Penuel,  surgeon  mate,  complaint  against,  354. 

Cheever,  Ezekiel,  commissary  of  artillery,  427. 

Chelsea,  Mass.,  post,  catde  drive,  336, 340. 

Cherokee  Indians,  cession,  48  n;  Henderson's  purchase,  279. 

Chester,  Gov.  Peter,  letter  to,  126;  Washington's  land  rights,  126, 184. 

Chevaux-de-frise,  construction,  340, 345. 

Chew,  Colby(  ? ),  land-grant  right,  3. 

Child,  Benjamin,  court-martial,  472. 

China.  See  Tableware. 

Chintz,  order,  90. 

Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  Va.,  Washington  on  affairs,  112-114. 

Christian,  William,  movements,  279;  sketch,  279  n. 

Church,  Dr.  Benjamin,  jr.,  director  of  general  hospital,  350/7,  439,  455; 
and  regimental  hospitals,  481,  496,  499,  517,  524;  letter  to,  517; 
furlough,  517;  indiscretion,  5178. 

Church,  Col.  Thomas,  regiment  brigaded,  355;  at  court-martial,  383. 
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Church  of  England,  colonial  bishop,  proposed  substitute,  80;  Virginia 
vestries,  81,  11 2-1 14. 

Churchill,  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  William  Dawson,  non. 

Cider,  new,  forbidden  to  troops,  449. 

Clark  &  Nightingale,  military  stores,  459,  460,  477;  letters  to,  460,  501; 
West  Indies  venture  for  ammunition,  501. 

Clarke,  Capt.  James,  court-martial,  367. 

Cleveland,  James,  letter  to,  256;  setdement  agent,  instructions,  256-261, 
268,  271,  432,  434;  illness,  25972,  268. 

Clinton,  George,  letter  to,  447. 

Cloaks  and  coats,  orders,  female,  23,  90,  93, 141;  male,  54,  96. 

Clogs,  orders,  91, 142. 

Cloth,  orders,  24,  61,  93;  shipment,  moth-eaten,  55. 

Clothing,  orders,  female,  character  of  shipments,  23,  88,  93,  141;  male, 
24,  54,  61,  90,  92,  95,  96,  141;  fit,  142;  white  servants,  289.  See  also 
next  title;  Cloaks;  Cloth;  Dry  goods;  Gloves;  Hats;  Shoes;  Stockings. 

Clothing,  military,  at  siege  of  Boston,  problem  of  need  and  supply,  313, 
325,  392,  415,  444,  446,  461,  484,  509;  material  for  hunting  shirts, 
387,  389,  404,  415,  422,  445,  511;  leggins,  404;  continental  accounts, 
415, 445, 446. 

Coat  of  arms,  stone  seals,  61;  Washington,  on  articles,  77;  Custis,  on  ar- 
ticles, 77. 

Cobourn, ,  shipmaster,  266. 

Cock, ,  New  York  land  lottery,  265. 

Cocoanuts,  orders,  99,  214. 

Coercive  acts  against  Massachusetts,  228,  232,  237  n,  245,  246,  247 n. 

Coffee,  order,  25. 

Colburn,  Reuben,  St.  Francis  Indians,  at  camp,  423/;,  437;  letter  to,  471; 
Arnold  expedition,  471. 

Colchester,  Va.,  letter  from,  37. 

Cole,  Gideon,  court-martial,  312. 

Coleman,  J.,  London  tailor,  92. 

Colonels,  commissions,  518. 

Columbia  University  (King's  College),  Custis  at,  expenses,  i33-i35> 
147,  167,  207. 

Colvill,  John,  estate,  24. 

Colvill,  Thomas,  estate,  Washington  as  executor,  English  claimants,  24, 

45>  53>  149- 

Combs, ,  land,  252. 

Combs,  orders,  23,  90. 
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Commander  in  chief,  Washington's  appointment  and  acceptance,  292, 
293 n;  his  feelings,  293—301;  his  commission  and  instructions,  293 n; 
congratulations,  addresses  and  replies,  305,  307,  344;  salute  and 
insignia,  339.  See  also  Continental  army;  Headquarters;  Military 
secretaries. 

Commerce,  meetings  of  Virginia  merchants,  143,  290;  data  on  Virginia, 
236.  See  also  British  debts;  Business;  Duties;  Engrossment;  Invoices; 
Nonimportation;  Suders;  Transportation;  West  Indies;  objects  by 
name,  especially  Corn;  Flour;  Fisheries;  Tobacco;  Wheat. 

Commissary,  returns  and  vouchers,  local  officials,  308,  312,  378,  379, 
427;  Massachusetts  general  committee,  320 n;  need  of  central  con- 
trol, 324;  dishonesty,  375,  383;  sutlers,  404,  474;  forestalling,  455; 
winter  preparations,  481.  See  also  next  titles;  Arms;  Ammunition; 
Blankets;  Clothing,  military;  Impressment;  Provisions;  Quarter- 
master general;  Tools;  Transportation. 

Commissary  general,  advised,  324,  350;  appointment,  Trumbull,  324  n, 

378- 

Commissary  of  artillery,  need,  324,  350;  appointment,  427. 

Commissary  of  musters.  See  Mustermaster  general. 

Commissions,  continental,  501,  502,  518. 

Committees  of  safety,  Washington  and  attendance,  248;  Dunmore  on, 
248*2;  Massachusetts  general,  320/2;  New  Hampshire,  388;  Hart- 
ford, 518. 

Communication,  Washington  and  Congress,  328.  See  also  Express;  In- 
telligence; Intercepted  letters;  Intercourse  with  enemy;  Passes. 

Concord.  See  Lexington  and  Concord. 

Connecticut,  troops,  uses,  new  levies,  302/2,  322,  324,  346,  367,  389,  412, 
419,  470,  486,  503—505;  and  general  army  officers,  325;  flour  for 
army,  368;  British  raids,  369,  424,  445,  465-467,  470,  486,  503 n; 
general  and  field  officer  companies,  390;  regimental  establishment, 
391;  provision  allotment  to  troops,  395;  lead  mines,  420,  469. 

Connecticut,  governor  of.  See  Trumbull,  Jonathan. 

Connecticut  Historical  Society,  Collections,  32672. 

Conner,  John,  court-martial,  429. 

Connolly,  John,  Dunmore  plot,  87/2;  and  Washington's  lands,  128,  150; 
sketch,  128/2;  letter  to,  267;  Dunmore's  War,  267,  268;  "Narrative," 
268  n. 

Connor,  Sergt. ,  411. 

Contee,  Thomas,  bill  of  exchange,  290. 

Continental  army,  determined  original  size,  296,  297,  299, 392;  riflemen, 
300>  347?  375>  424>  5°7«;  establishment,  309;  divisions  (1775),  354- 
356,  396;  frontier  troops,  370,  428;  and  local  defense,  380,  396,  426, 
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466,  503-505;  different  state  establishments,  equalization,  391,  392, 
402;  provinces  and  control,  466;  detail  for  privateering,  468,  513. 
See  also  Artificers;  Artillery;  Boston,  siege  of;  Canadian  expedition; 
Communication;  Crimes;  Fortifications;  Funds;  General  orders; 
Health;  Military  law;  New  York;  Officers;  Prisoners  of  war;  Quar- 
ters; Recruiting;  Returns;  Staff. 

Continental  Congress,  call  (1774),  216  n,  223;  place  and  time,  235; 
Washington  and  data  on  Virginia  commerce,  236;  Washington's 
journey,  236;  Washington  and  Massachusetts  delegates,  2477*;  Asso- 
ciation, 248^,249  «;  popular  respect,  249 n;  Virginia  Convention  on, 
27672;  Journals,  29m;  appointment  of  Washington  as  commander 
in  chief,  292,  29372;  Papers,  29372;  general  officers,  299,  30072,  308; 
staff  appointments,  300,  31572,  318,  32472,  35072,  378,  414,  459,  512; 
adoption  of  army,  309;  and  material  for  tents,  323  72;  Washington  on 
need  of  communication,  328;  Washington  on  hegemony,  343;  com- 
mittee to  army,  399  72, 513  72;  fast  day,  341 ;  state  papers,  365;  appoint- 
ment of  lower  officers,  400;  military  articles  and  rules,  411;  Indian 
relations,  437;  riflemen,  50772;  pay  month,  50772;  Washington's 
appeal  for  funds,  512.  See  also  President  of  Congress. 

Conway, ,  shipmaster,  143. 

Conway,  Moncure  D.,  on  Custis's  inoculation,  41  n;  Edmund  Randolph, 
21772. 

Cooke,  Gov.  Nicholas,  letters  to,  344,  366,  385,  420,  459,  476,  499;  and 
cruise,  501. 

Cooper,  John,  millstones,  63. 

Cooper,  Myles,  Custis  at  King's  College,  132-135,  167,  168,  207;  letters 
to,  134,  167,  207;  and  Mount  Vernon,  135,  168;  bill  of  exchange, 
207,  217. 

Copley,  John  Singleton,  Peale,  8372. 

Corn,  Washington's  consignments,  price,  114,  115,  147,  274,  275;  fron- 
tier planting,  200,  201,  203,  258,  269;  sale  in  West  Indies,  214. 

Cotton,  Sergt.  John,  court-martial,  497. 

Cotton,  Col.  Theophilus,  regiment  brigaded,  355. 

Cotton,  from  and  to  England,  140,  144;  seed,  276. 

Councils  of  war,  on  siege  of  Boston,  320,  322,  326,  330,  48572,  511. 

Countersign,  significant,  305;  explained,  30572. 

Courts,  condition  in  Virginia  (1774),  24872. 

Courts-martial  at  siege  of  Boston,  regimental,  311,  317;  general:  of  rank 
and  file,  312,  316,  317,  333,  334,  339,  342,  358,  364,  367,  377,  429, 
439,  472,  490,  496,  497,  514,  523,  524;  of  officers,  313,  314,  318,  345, 
348>  358>  367>  379>  383>  397>  4°3>  4I0>  4l8>  427~43°>  433.  44°.  445> 
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448, 472, 482, 489, 490, 496,  515;  regulations,  333;  Washington  and 
approval,  448;  appeal  from  regimental,  524. 

Courts  of  inquiry  at  siege  of  Boston,  354,  368,  376,  402,  436,  439,  517, 
525;  on  ranking,  402,  435,  508,  515,  518. 

Covent  Garden  Magazine,  order,  141. 

Cowardice,  trials  of  officers,  313,  336,  348,  379,  383,  397,  433,  451,  496, 
515;  general  orders  on,  313, 314. 

Cox, ,  shipmaster,  169. 

Crafts,  Capt.  Edward,  court-martial,  464. 

Craig,  Alexander,  Poison,  47. 

Craigie-Longfellow  House,  headquarters,  308  n. 

Craik,  Dr.  James,  land  grants,  123, 124,  159-161,  180,  264;  Scottish  loy- 
alists, 434;  and  camp,  434. 

Crane,  Capt.  John,  exploit,  321  n. 

Crawford,  Valentine,  Washington's  frontier  land,  preparation  for  settle- 
ment, 118,  191,  192,  199-204,  212,  259;  courting  and  business,  182; 
letter  to,  199. 

Crawford,  William,  Washington's  frontier  and  military  lands,  29-32, 
78, 104,  118,  149,  152,  210,  257,  259,  269-271;  letters  to,  30,  78,  149, 
152;  surveying,  30,  66,  182,  183,  209,  282;  Washington's  proposed 
western  trip,  132;  movements,  181,  183. 

Cresap,  Michael,  jumps  land,  152-154,  209;  letter  to,  153. 

Cresap,  Thomas,  in  England,  72;  letter  to,  267;  Augustine  Washington's 
land,  267. 

Crimes.  See  also  Courts-martial;  Depredations;  Desertion;  Discipline; 
Graft;  Judge  advocate;  Liquor;  Punishment. 

Croghan,  George,  letters  to,  29,  65;  Washington  and  land,  29-32,  78; 
sketch,  29 «;  Walpole  Grant,  30, 49 n;  Washington's  proposed  west- 
ern trip,  132. 

Crostin,  William,  court-martial,  313. 

Cud  worth,  Ma].  Nathaniel,  at  court-martial,  418. 

Currants,  order,  91. 

Cushing,  Caleb,  committee,  382. 

Custis,  Eleanor  (Calvert).  See  Calvert. 

Custis,  Eleanor  (Nelly)  Parke,  parents,  130 n. 

Custis,  Eliza  Parke,  gift  to  Bolivar,  301  n. 

Custis,  George  Washington  Parke,  parents,  130  n. 

Custis,  John  Parke,  at  Boucher's  school,  absences,  accounts,  5,  21,  35-37, 
40, 41  n,  42, 45,  84, 147,  148;  goods  for,  5,  23,  24,  54  n,  63,  89,  94-96; 
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question  of  European  travel,  12,  39,  43-45,  49-52;  estate,  14,  49, 
131;  inoculation,  14,  41—43;  conduct  and  restraints,  35,  36,  40;  stone 
seal  with  arms,  77;  tobacco  shipments  of  estate,  80,  140,  144,  217, 
220, 234,  235;  land  purchase,  80, 164, 165, 174-179, 181,  219;  minia- 
ture, 8472;  love  affair,  Washington's  attitude,  129— 131,  134,  167; 
marriage,  children,  130  n,  181,  182,  186,  208;  King's  College,  ac- 
counts, 133-135,  147,  167,  168,  207;  goods  for  housekeeping,  140; 
educational  books,  155 n;  estate  from  sister,  164;  English  accounts, 
216-218;  letter  to,  295;  to  assume  charge  of  estate,  296. 

Custis,  Martha  (Patsy)  Parke,  illness,  remedies,  20,  22,  40,  41,  45;  goods 
for,  22,  23,  88,  89,  93,  94;  miniature,  84 n;  death,  Washington  on, 
138,  244;  mourning,  139,  144;  estate,  division,  139,  164. 

Cudery,  order,  92. 

Dalton,  John,  letter  to,  112;  on  Boston  Port  Bill,  237  n. 

Dandridge,  Alexander  Spottswood,  on  Dunmore,  87  n. 

Dandridge,  Anna  Maria,  Mrs.  Burwell  Bassett,  114/2. 

Dandridge,  Bartholomew  [1],  Black  land  controversy,  181. 

Dandridge,  Bartholomew  [2],  transcripts,  29 n,  48 n,  8jn,  208 n. 

Dandridge,  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  John  Aylett,  174  n. 

Dandridge,  William,  slave  affair,  174. 

Danieby,  Thomas,  court-martial,  317. 

Danielson,  Col.  Timothy,  regiment  brigaded,  355. 

Darley,  Jeremiah,  court-martial,  514. 

Dartmouth,  William  Legge,  earl  of,  letters  to,  215  n,  250  n. 

Daugherty, ,  shipmaster,  169. 

Davids,  Daniel,  confined,  440. 

Davis,  John,  court-martial,  358. 

Dawson,  Elizabeth  (Churchill),  fish  for,  no;  sketch,  no«. 

Dawson,  William,  uon;  character,  251. 

Debt,  imprisonment  for,  letter  of  license,  272. 

Debts  to  Washington,  war-time,  432.  See  also  British  debts;  Finances; 

Loans;  Mortgages. 
Deep  Run,  Va.,  property,  39. 
Dennis,  Ann,  London  glass  dealer,  57. 

Dent,  Miss ,  Mrs.  William  Black,  165  n. 

Depredations,  at  siege  of  Boston,  orders  against,  312,  342,  414.  See  also 

Plunder;  Raids. 
Derby,  Capt.  John,  news  by,  347, 352,  375. 
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Desertion,  trial,  358;  British  deserters,  treatment,  information,  368-371, 
376,  420.  See  also  Absent  without  leave. 

Dick,  Charles,  land  affair,  in,  173,  283,  284,  287. 

Dickinson,  John,  letter  to,  459. 

Didsbury,  John,  letters  to,  shoe  orders,  53,  90,  94, 142. 

Digges,  William,  Washington's  goods,  21;  Eden  and  Washington,  85. 

Dimity,  order,  93. 

Dinwiddie,  Gov.  Robert,  Fort  Necessity  expedition  land  grant,  n,  28. 

Disasters,  flood  (1771),  60. 

Discipline,  general  orders,  309;  cowardice,  313,  314,  336;  problem;  327, 
33 1, 373 ;  unmilitary  familiarity,  508.  See  also  Absent;  Crimes;  Passes. 

Dismal  Swamp,  accounts,  103  n. 

Divisions  of  the  army,  at  siege  of  Boston,  355, 356,  396. 

Dixon, ,  Savage  affair,  102. 

Documents  relative  to  Colonial  History  of  New  Yor\,  157  n. 

Dogs,  couples  ordered,  92. 

Doolittle,  Col.  Ephraim,  regiment,  brigaded,  343,  355;  rank,  515. 

Dower,  complication  in  land  transaction,  175, 176. 

Doyles,  Rev. ,  services  in  army,  403. 

Drainage,  of  frontier  land,  201,  270. 

Drawback,  on  exports  to  colonies,  59. 

Drewidz,  Johan  Chr.,  arrest,  407  n. 

Drum  and  fife  major,  378. 

Drummers,  instruction,  378. 

Drumming  out  of  regiment,  497,  514-516. 

Drums,  alarm,  317. 

Dry  goods,  orders,  23,  90,  93,  94. 

Duffel,  shipment,  condition,  55;  order,  61. 

Duguid,  John,  affidavit,  423. 

Dulany,  Benjamin,  marriage,  115. 

Dulany,  Daniel,  52;  request,  65;  son,  1157Z. 

Dulany,  Elizabeth  (French),  115 72. 

Dumfries,  Va.,  letter  from,  38. 

Dunley,  Edward,  court-martial,  313. 

Dunmore,  John  Murray,  earl  of,  Ballendine,  83;  letters  to,  85,  132,  157, 
158,  280;  sketch,  85 n;  Fort  Necessity  expedition  land  grants,  annul- 
ment, 85-87,  280-283;  position  as  governor,  charges  against,  87 n; 
Virginia  western  claim,  88 n;  Washington  and  West  Florida  lands, 
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124,  126,  128;  western  trip,  132,  149;  grants  under  proclamation  of 
1763,  Washington's  appeal,  150,  150  n,  151,  155-158;  white-thorn 
berries  for,  167;  Washington  dines  with,  215;  dissolves  assembly,  on 
unofficial  measures,  letter,  215 n,  21 7/2;  and  Belvoir  and  Berkeley 
Springs,  223;  on  conditions  in  Virginia  (1774),  letter,  248  72-250/2; 
Virginia  Convention  and  proclamation,  279;  threat  against  Mount 
Vernon,  432. 

Dunmore  County,  Va.,  erected,  82. 

Dunmore's  War,  origin,  211  n;  impending,  224;  peace,  266;  Connolly, 
267. 

Durkee,  Ma].  John,  at  court  of  inquiry,  525. 

Duties,  drawback  on  export  to  colonies,  59. 

Dyer,  Eliphalet,  letter  to,  51272. 

Earrings,  orders,  23,  93. 

East  India  Company,  measure  against,  216  n. 

Eastern  Shore,  Va.,  Custis  land,  143. 

Easton, ,  shipmaster,  216,  217,  234. 

Eden,  Gov.  Robert,  letters  for  Custis,  52;  Ballendine,  82,  83;  Mount 
Vernon,  84,  85, 126;  Washington,  148;  Hughes,  226. 

Eden,  William,  on  Graves,  422/2. 

Education,  Custis  under  Boucher,  5,  21,  35-37,  40,  41/2,  42,  45,  84,  147, 
148;  Washington  on  foreign  travel  for  Custis,  12,  39,  43-45,  49-52; 
Washington  on  branches,  36;  Washington  on  book  learning,  50; 
Custis  at  college,  charges,  133-135,  147,  167,  168,  207;  Custis's 
books,  155/2. 

Edwards,  William,  letter  to,  126. 

Egerton,  Francis.  See  Bridgewater. 

Elections,  Washington's  reelection  (1774),  227,  229/2. 

Ellis,  Francis,  court-martial,  514. 

Eltham,  Va.,  114/2;  letter  from,  165. 

Engineering,  lack  of  military  engineers,  322,  325.  See  also  River  navi- 
gation. 

England,  as  "home,"  99. 

Engrossment,  of  army  supplies,  455. 

Enlistments.  See  Recruiting. 

Entail,  docking,  70. 

Escort,  for  prisoners  of  war,  376,  381. 

Eskridge,  George,  as  guardian,  70/2,  71. 
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Estates,  John  Custis,  14,  49,  296;  Colvill,  24,  45,  53,  149;  Savage  bond 
affair,  32-35,  63-65,  79,  101-103,  169,  208,  243,  244;  Moore  bond, 
38;  Patsy  Custis,  139,  164;  Robinson,  164;  Washington  and  Mer- 
cer, 196-198,  206,  250-255,  262,  275,  283-288,  401;  G.  W.  Fairfax, 
Washington's  agency,  108,  221-225,  23^5  290,  364,  365,  434;  burden 
of  Washington's  agency,  262;  Washington  on  wills,  263,  295. 

Eustace,  Dr.  William,  court  of  inquiry,  354;  service,  35472. 

Everard,  Thomas,  71;  letter  to,  498. 

Everlasting,  orders,  24,  96. 

Express,  328,  399;  for  Gov.  Trumbull,  368;  route,  390. 

Fairfax,  Bryan,  letters  to,  32,  227,  237;  Savage  bond  affair,  32—35, 
63—65,  170,  208;  and  candidacy  (1774),  227,  228;  attitude  (1774), 
letters,  227*2,  22972,  230/2,  23372,  23772—24172. 

Fairfax,  George  William,  letters  to,  16, 108,  221,  290,  364,  365;  quarries, 
17;  borrows  surveying  instruments,  108;  at  Mount  Vernon,  108; 
affairs  during  absence,  Washington's  stewardship,  108,  144,  221— 
223,  225,  238,  290,  364,  365,  434;  tobacco  shipment,  218;  health  in 
England,  218;  not  to  return,  222;  church  pew,  223;  iron  works,  225. 

Fairfax,  Robert,  Custis's  travel,  39. 

Fairfax,  Sarah  (Cary),  in  England,  health,  218. 

Fairfax  of  Cameron,  Thomas,  6th  baron,  letter  to,  111. 

Fairfax,  106,  109,  112. 

Fairfax  County,  Va.,  nonimportation,  16;  election  (1774),  227,  22972; 
county  meetings,  resolves,  22972,  230,  233,  23772,  23872;  committee 
of  safety,  248;  independent  company,  266,  27672. 

Fairfax  Parish,  Va.,  Washington  and  vestry  and  church,  112— 114. 

Fairweather, ,  house  as  hospital,  439. 

Fans,  orders,  94,  141. 

Farmer,  256. 

Fascines,  construction,  345,  357. 

Fast  day,  order,  341. 

Fatigue  duty,  as  punishment,  377. 

Fauquier  County,  Va.,  Washington's  affairs,  82. 

Fellows,  Col.  John,  regiment  brigaded,  355. 

Fencing,  frontier,  200,  269. 

Fenton, ,  movements,  275. 

Fessenden,  Joseph,  court-martial,  514. 

Fessenden,  Josiah,  express,  328,  399. 
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Fifers,  instruction,  378. 

Fig  blue,  order,  91. 

Figs,  order,  99. 

Finances.  See  Accounts;  Debts;  Estates;  Funds;  Guardianship;  Paper 
money;  Pay;  Taxation. 

Fincastle  County,  Va.,  Washington's  land  warrant,  279. 

Fines,  as  military  punishment,  410, 491,  497,  514,  515,  524. 

Finley,  Sergt.  James,  court-martial,  497. 

Fisheries,  West  Indies  trade,  25,  106, 109, 147,  213,  256;  seine  orders,  62, 
89,  90,  96,  97;  operation,  82;  sales,  82 n;  Fairfax,  222. 

Fitzgerald,  John,  letter  to,  248. 

Fitzhugh, ,  land,  205;  movements,  273. 

Flags  of  truce,  regulation,  335;  fired  on,  444. 

Fleming,  Col. ,  relief,  279. 

Floating  battery,  experiment,  405. 

Flood,  in  1771,  60. 

Florence,  Philip,  court-martial,  514. 

Florida.  See  West  Florida. 

Flour,  West  Indies  trade,  98,  106,  112,  204 n,  212—214;  Norfolk  trade, 
qualities,  109,  no,  167;  price  (1774),  no,  112,  186;  inquiry  on 
English  market,  220;  Maryland  shipment,  274;  from  Connecticut 
for  army,  368. 

Flour  mills,  Washington's  rebuilding,  7,  8,  39;  stones  from  Europe,  63; 
frontier,  116,  204,  260,  432,  434,  435;  bolting  cloth,  168,  435;  contro- 
versy over,  on  York  River,  177,  178;  slave  miller,  179;  Washington's 
custom  grinding,  251,  254,  275;  Powell's,  in  the  Valley,  196-198; 
war-time  grinding,  434. 

Floyd,  Charles(  ?  ),  fee,  279. 

Fly,  cruise,  501. 

Fogg,  John  S.  H.,  letters  possessed  by,  444  n,  457  n. 

Folsom,  Gen.  Nathaniel,  at  siege  of  Boston,  306. 

Foote,  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Lund  Washington,  103  n. 

Forays.  See  Raids. 

Force,  Peter,  American  Archives,  8772. 

Ford,  Worthington  C,  on  Quebec  Act,  87  n. 

Fordyce,  James,  Sermons  ordered,  94. 

Forestalling.  See  Engrossment. 

Fort  Necessity  expedition  land  grants,  and  Walpole  Grant,  n,  27,  28, 
47,  66n,  j6,  86,  121,  146;  location,  12,  28,  29,  68,  76;  meetings  of 
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officers,  minutes,  22,  39,  63  72,  120,  121,  163 72;  participants,  22,  46, 
66,  118;  value,  48;  Board  of  Trade,  67;  trouble  and  expence,  survey, 
quotas  and  allotments,  67-69,  72,  73,  76, 118— 124, 163, 17272;  distri- 
bution, 68, 73, 171, 179, 249,263;  Washington  and  purchases,  72—76, 
119;  Dunmore  and  delay,  nullification,  85,  86,  280—283;  Washing- 
ton's land,  123,  124;  his  advertisement  of  land,  144—146,  211,  212; 
patents,  plots,  158,  171;  unsatisfied  claims,  159,  160;  special  allot- 
ment for  trouble  and  risk,  160;  allotment  of  unappropriated,  cer- 
tificates, 160,  161;  measure  to  prevent  loss  through  lack  of  division, 
162;  compulsory  sharing  of  expense,  162;  Washington's  map,  16372; 
letter  to  veterans,  171;  required  work,  172,  201,  204,  260,  269,  271, 
273,  498;  proposed  trip  (1774),  180;  Washington  and  Palatine  set- 
tlers, 185-190,  193-196;  Washington's  instructions  on  preparation 
for  settlement,  199-204,  256-261,  268-273,  432,  434,  498;  Wash- 
ington and  division  and  exchange,  263;  history,  281—283. 

Fort  Pitt,  land  reserved  for  traders  near,  2;  Wilkins,  49/2. 

Fort  Stanwix,  treaty,  boundaries,  48  n,  157. 

Fort  Wesson,  48072. 

Fortifications,  material,  repair,  345, 357. 

Foshe,  James,  court-martial,  312. 

Foster,  Dr.  Isaac,  court  of  inquiry,  354;  robbed,  377. 

Foster,  James,  court-martial,  377. 

Foster,  John,  court-martial,  514. 

Foster,  Capt.  Thomas  Waite,  company,  358. 

Four  Mile  Run,  Va.,  Mercer  land,  249,  25572. 

Fowler,  Alexander  (Andrew  Towles),  land  grant,  159,  161,  171. 

Fox,  John,  assignee,  161,  171. 

Foy,  Edward,  at  Mount  Vernon,  10872. 

France,  proposed  cruise,  500, 

Francis,  Capt.  Ebenezer,  brickmaking,  446, 447. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  Walpole  Grant,  972,  4972;  son's  land  scheme,  4772, 
4872;  Wor\s,  4972;  committee  to  camp,  39972,  51372. 

Franklin,  Gov.  William,  land  scheme,  4772. 

Frazer,  John  Gizgage,  imprisonment  for  debt,  272;  assistant  quarter- 
master general,  515. 

Frederick  County,  Va.,  Washington  family  lands,  in,  112. 

Fredericksburg,  Va.,  officers'  meetings,  22, 120, 121, 16372;  Washington's 

land  near,  sale,  198,  205. 
Freeman,  Samuel,  clerk  of  Assembly,  516. 
Freight,  tobacco,  89. 
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French,  Ma].  Christopher,  letters  to,  463,  522;  capture,  residence,  com- 
plaints, 463,  518,  522,  523;  letter,  523  n. 

French,  Daniel,  land,  6. 

French,  Elizabeth,  marriage,  115. 

French,  Penelope,  115/2. 

French,  Washington  on  study,  36,  51. 

French  and  Indian  War.  See  Fort  Necessity;  Proclamation  of  1763. 

Fresh  Water  Pond,  Mass.,  310. 

Frontier,  Washington's  land  purchases,  settlement,  29-32,  65,  78,  116- 
118;  Potomac  improvement  and  trade,  83;  adverse  claims  to  Wash- 
ington's land,  104,  152-154,  209-211;  flour  mill,  116,  204,  260,  432, 
434,  435;  Washington's  proposed  trip,  132,  152,  180;  Dunmore's 
trip,  149;  Washington  on  agriculture  (1774),  189;  line  troops  and 
defense,  370;  Washington's  flour  mill,  432,  434,  435.  See  also  Illi- 
nois country;  Indians;  Land  grants;  Potomac  River  improvement. 

Frothingham,  Richard,  Siege  of  Boston,  31411. 

Fruit,  orders,  25,  99,  214;  frontier  tree  planting,  201,  258,  270. 

Fry,  John,  letter  to,  118. 

Fry,  Joshua,  estate  and  land  grant,  118, 122, 159, 161. 

Frye,  Col.  James,  regiment  brigaded,  356. 

Frye,  Joseph,  brigadiership,  461. 

Fuel,  military  need,  392. 

Fugitive  servants  and  slaves,  frontier  laborers,  261,  272,  499;  Washing- 
ton's advertisement,  289. 

Funds  (military  chest),  need,  324,  349;  replenishment,  congressional 
inaction,  482,  500,  512,  513.  See  also  Accounts,  military;  Pay. 

Furloughs,  granting,  limitation,  310, 319, 346, 356,  517.  See  also  Absent. 

Fustian,  order,  91. 

Gabions,  construction,  345,  357. 

Gage,  Thomas,  land  scheme,  4772,  4972;  Washington  on  conduct  (1774), 
232,  242;  Lexington  and  Concord,  291;  letters  to,  416,  430;  treat- 
ment of  prisoners,  416,  417,  422,  463;  letter,  4170;  and  Graves, 
422  »;  powder  in  Bermuda,  476  n. 

Galloway,  Samuel,  Custis  and  daughter,  36  n. 

Galloway,  William,  v/ine  for  Washington,  85;  loyalist,  85 n. 

Gardener,  Washington  seeks  from  England,  75,  77,  89. 

Gardiner,  Capt.  Christopher,  court-martial,  379,  383,  397. 

Gardner,  Col.  Thomas,  funeral,  310;  regiment,  318;  regiment  brigaded, 
355- 
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Gates,  Horatio,  adjutant  general,300, 318;  sketch, 300*2;  general  returns, 
315,  335;  at  camp,  328;  letters  written  by,  380^,  47m. 

General  orders,  records,  306 n;  publication,  311,  342;  recording,  352. — 
(Cambridge:  1JJ5,  July),  returns,  punishment,  alarm,  305;  store 
returns,  general  and  staff  officers,  continental  establishment,  disci- 
pline, police,  furlough,  Gardner,  health,  intelligence,  guards,  hos- 
pital, court-martial,  stable,  308;  publishing  orders,  court-martial, 
private  property,  returns,  rolls,  absentees,  311;  court-martial,  guard, 
clothing,  313;  cowardice,  vigilance,  general  returns,  bread,  guards, 
outpost  sentries,  jumping  enlistments,  courts-martial,  sick  and 
wounded,  313;  alarm  drums  and  orders,  returns,  ammunition  sup- 
ply, court-martial,  317;  adjutant  general,  absentees,  intelligence, 
318;  courts-martial,  regulations,  recruiting,  333;  court-martial, 
guards,  liquor,  334;  returns,  flags  of  truce,  court-marshal,  335; 
returns,  brigades,  cattle,  336;  health  measures,  pikes,  general  offi- 
cers, passage,  salutes  and  insignias,  punishment,  338;  boatmen, 
noncommission  reports,  cattle  drive,  chevaux-de-frise,  intercourse 
with  enemy,  gun  placements,  340;  fast  day,  depredations,  aide, 
artillery  returns,  341;  publishing  orders,  court-martial,  returns,  342; 
gabions,  tool  returns,  New  Hampshire  line,  court-martial,  alert, 
furloughs,  345;  reveille,  recording  orders,  aides,  insignia,  returns, 
352;  court  of  inquiry,  aides,  divisions,  furloughs,  assignments,  354; 
officer  badges,  pikes,  defenses,  courts-martial,  357;  officers'  insignia 
and  passage,  alert,  guards,  sick  returns,  362;  enlistment  jumping, 
court-martial,  363;  barracks,  passes,  hospital,  waste  of  powder, 
courts-martial,  366;  aide,  court  of  inquiry,  deserters  from  enemy, 
smallpox  guard,  368;  sick  returns,  376;  escort  of  prisoners,  court  of 
inquiry,  courts-martial,  376;  judge  advocate,  drum  and  fife  instruc- 
tion, 378;  commissary  general,  local  commissaries,  officer  returns, 
court-martial,  378;  (August)  exploit,  escort  of  prisoners,  advance 
pay,  police,  absent  officers,  alert,  381;  courts-martial,  383;  plunder, 
armorers,  384;  waste  of  powder,  passing  guards,  384;  officers'  court 
on  ranking,  402;  courts-martial,  suders,  clothing,  returns,  403;  ab- 
sentees, ration,  408;  tents,  boards,  blankets,  commissions  as  re- 
ward, regimental  assignments,  courts-martial,  muster,  wagonmaster 
general,  410;  officers'  graft,  pay,  412;  depredations,  mustermas- 
ter  general,  414;  court-martial,  418;  quartermaster  general,  muster, 
419;  brigade  majors,  aides,  tents,  huts,  waste  of  powder,  425;  court- 
martial,  assistant  quartermaster  general,  427;  brigade  major,  com- 
missary of  artillery  stores,  muster,  roster  of  duty,  parades,  court- 
martial,  427;  courts-martial,  429;  adjustment  of  ranking,  court  of 
inquiry,  435;  court  of  inquiry,  court-martial,  muster,  hospital,  439; 
muster,  court-martial,  bathing,  visiting  sick,  absent  officers,  439; 
court-martial,  armorers,  bricks,  clothing,  artificers,  muster,  pay, 
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detachment,  445;  recruiting  stopped,  regimental  adjustment,  court- 
martial,  absent  officers,  448;  muster,  449;  muster,  new  cider  for- 
bidden, 449;  hospital  guard,  bread,  454;  Ploughed  Hill,  brigade 
major,  456;  pay,  460;  {September)  resurrectionists,  guard,  464; 
courts-martial,  464;  courts-martial,  472;  court-martial,  Arnold's 
expeditionary  force,  equipment,  pay,  472;  suders,  headquarter  din- 
ners, 474;  hospitals,  muster,  480;  court-martial,  Arnold's  force, 
muster,  482;  alert,  487;  courts-martial,  muster,  assignments,  489; 
court-martial,  490;  hospitals,  496;  courts-martial,  muster,  496; 
court-martial,  497;  chaplain,  assignment,  497;  hospitals,  499;  con- 
tinental commissions,  501;  commissions,  502;  officers'  ration  allow- 
ance, 502;  courts-martial,  assistant  quartermaster  general,  ranking, 
514;  courts-martial,  returns,  hospital,  515;  furlough  regulations, 
ranking,  commissions,  517;  returns,  518;  court-martial,  muster,  523; 
hospitals,  courts-martial,  524;  court  of  inquiry,  525;  hospitals,  526. 

Gentleman's  Magazine,  126ft. 

George  III  of  England,  on  Graves,  422*2. 

George,  Sidney,  estate,  139. 

Georgia,  represented  in  Congress,  398. 

Germain,  Lord  George,  letter  to,  422  n. 

Germans.  See  Palatines. 

Gerrish,  Col.  Samuel,  regimental  returns,  318;  post,  357;  court-martial, 
429. 

Gerry,  Elbridge,  letter  to,  508/7. 

Gibson,  Thomas,  letters  to,  orders  for  clothes,  54,  90,  95,  96, 141. 

Gildart,  James,  bill  of  exchange,  79. 

Gillard,  John,  court-martial,  514. 

Ginger,  orders,  91, 99. 

Gist,  Christopher,  frontier  knowledge,  128. 

Glasgow,  H.  M.  S.,  raid,  503  n. 

Glass,  shipment,  57;  order,  155.  See  also  Tableware. 

Glover,  Col.  John,  regiment  and  alarm,  306;  service,  306/2;  returns,  318; 
regiment  brigaded,  356;  at  court-martial,  377,  383;  at  court  of  in- 
quiry, 525. 

Glover,  Lieut.  Thomas,  recapture  by,  513. 

Gloves,  orders,  female,  23,  91,  93,  141;  male,  24,  61,  91,  141. 

Glue,  order,  155. 

Goddard,  John,  wagonmaster  general,  411;  instructions,  521. 

Gold  leaf,  order,  141. 

Goldthwaite, ,  barrackmaster,  401,  402. 


INDEX  553 

Goloshes,  order,  142. 

Gooch,  Sir  William,  Iroquois  negotiations,  165  72. 

Gough, ,  wedding,  41  n. 

Graft,  commissary,  375,  383;  by  officers,  410,  412,  415,  433,  465. 

Grant,  Samuel,  court-martial,  514. 

Gravatt, ,  Mercer  affairs,  255  n,  284,  285,  287. 

Graves,  Adm.  Samuel,  criticized,  42272. 

Gray,  Ann,  estate,  250. 

Gray,  George,  205 n;  Adams  affair,  274. 

Gray,  Stephen,  estate,  250,  253. 

Grayson, ,  shipmaster,  101, 102. 

Grayson,  William,  attitude  (1774),  23872;  independent  company  equip- 
ment, 266. 

Great  Kanawha  River,  Washington  and  land,  4,  144-146.  See  also  Fort 
Necessity. 

Great  Meadows,  Pa.,  Washington's  purchase,  78. 

Greater,  Francis,  court-martial,  514. 

Greatey,  Philip,  court-martial,  514. 

Greek,  Washington  on  study,  36,  51. 

Greene,  Nathanael,  post  command,  318/;;  brigade,  356,  397;  at  courts- 
martial,  418, 429, 490,  515,  517. 

Greenleaf,  Benjamin,  committee,  38072. 

Gresham, ,  London  shoemaker,  91. 

Gridley,  Col.  Richard,  regiment,  3 13;  service,  3 13  72;  returns,3i8;  chevaux- 
de-frise,  340;  gun  placements,  341;  rank,  391,  463. 

Gridley,  Ma].  Scarborough,  465;  court-martial,  dismissed,  515. 

Griffin,  Samuel,  Lee's  aide,  301 72, 311. 

Gilley,  Griffen,  shipmaster,  204. 

Grindstones,  shipment,  140. 

Gris, ,  shipmaster,  140. 

Grove, ,  spy,  366,  369. 

Guardianship,  responsibility,  13;  chancery  suit,  50;  Bank  of  England 
stock,  219—221;  Washington  and  young  West,  261—263;  de  facto 
termination, 296.  See  also  Custis,  John  Parke;  Custis, Martha  Parke. 

Guards,  at  siege  of  Boston,  311,  313,  316;  outpost  sentries,  316;  regula- 
tions, 334;  salute  to  general  officers,  339;  alert,  363;  clean  guard- 
room, 363;  hospital,  369,  439,  454;  unauthorized  passing,  384,  385; 
magazine,  464.  See  also  Escort. 

Gurdon,  Benjamin,  &  Son,  London  merchants,  23. 
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Gutch,  Miss ,  letter  possessed  by,  377*. 

Gwynn,  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  John  Tayloe,  198  n. 

Hair,  implements  and  ornaments  ordered,  90,  93. 
Haldiman,  Sir  Frederick,  watching,  332. 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  Washington's  plan,  514. 

Hallows, ,  suit,  71. 

Hamilton,  George,  court-martial,  516. 

Hanbury,  Osgood,  &  Co.,  shipment  to,  140;  bills  of  exchange,  207,  217, 

235;  letters  to,  216,  234;  dropped  as  agents,  235. 
Hancock,  John,  letter  to,  353;  proposal  to  join  army,  353.  See  also  Presi- 
dent of  Congress. 
Handkerchiefs,  orders,  61,  90,  93. 
Hannah,  privateer,  Washington's  commission,  467 n. 
Hannis,  Samuel,  court-martial,  514. 

Hanson,  William,  Maryland  sheriff,  205 n;  letter  to,  Adams  affair,  275. 
Hardware,  order,  155. 
Harney,  Silby,  shipmaster,  no. 

Harris, ,  powder  from  Bermuda,  386,  388,  421. 

Harrison, ,  Savage  affair,  170. 

Harrison,  Mrs.  Burton  N.,  letter  possessed  by,  17  n. 

Harrison,  Benjamin,  attitude  (1774),  238^;  Virginia  Convention,  2270; 

committee  to  camp,  399/2,  513  n. 
Harry  cards,  order,  141. 

Hart,  Capt.  Moses,  court-martial,  cashiered,  472. 
Hartford  Committee  of  Safety,  letter  to,  518. 
Hardey,  Margaretta,  letter  possessed  by,  22  n. 
Harvard  College,  headquarters,  308 n;  barracks,  323. 
Harvard  College  Library,  material  from,  80. 
Hats,  orders,  male,  24,  61,  141;  female,  90,  93,  141. 
Haverford  College,  material  from,  248,  273  n. 
Hawkins,  John,  court-martial,  524. 
Headquarters,  at  siege  of  Boston,  308/2;  committee  of  Congress,  399 n, 

51372;  dinners,  475. 
Health,  military  precautions,  310,  449;  care  of  sick  and  wounded,  317; 

camp  police,  338,  382;  smallpox,  351,  369;  sick  returns,  363,  376. 

See  also  Medical  department. 
Heath,  William,  rank,  326;  post,  356;  regiment,  376;  brigade,  397;  at 

court  of  inquiry,  436. 
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Henderson, ,  as  messenger,  134;  on  Boston  Port  Bill,  237 n. 

Henderson,  Alexander,  marriage,  115. 

Henderson,  Richard,  Kentucky  purchase,  279;  sketch,  279/2. 

Hening,  William  W.,  Statutes  at  Large,  Sin. 

Henly,  David,  brigade  major,  425. 

Henry,  Patrick,  journey  to  Congress,  236;  Virginia  Convention,  276 n, 
277  n. 

Higgins,  Robert,  court-martial,  524. 

Hill,  James,  plantation  manager,  89,  103,  140,  143,  144,  174-179,  220; 
money  from,  434. 

Hill,  Willis.  See  Hillsborough. 

Hillsborough,  Willis  Hill,  earl  of,  Fort  Stanwix  cession  line,  48 n;  Wal- 
pole  Grant,  49  «;  on  land  rights  under  proclamation  of  1763,  184. 

Hilton,  Capt. ,  court-martial,  403. 

Hinges,  order,  155. 

Historical  Magazine,  459  n. 

Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  material  from,  527. 

Hitchbourn,  Benjamin,  captured,  398,  403. 

Hitchcock,  Col.  Daniel,  regiment  brigaded,  355. 

Hodges, ,  claim,  103. 

Hogg,  Peter,  special  land  grant,  160,  161;  Crawford,  209. 

Holden,  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin,  at  court-martial,  418. 

Hooper,  Robert,  court-martial,  514. 

Horman,  E.  C,  acknowledgment  to,  173  n. 

Horn,  William,  estate,  land  grant,  159, 161, 171. 

Horse  races,  Washington  at,  155. 

Horses,  saddle  and  riding  equipment  ordered,  62,  63,  91;  work  harness 
ordered,  62,  63;  at  siege  of  Boston,  311,  320. 

Hospitals,  guard  for  general,  311,  454;  regulations  for  general,  317;  con- 
dition, 350;  houses,  367,  439;  visitors  restricted,  440;  abuse  in  regi- 
mental, inquiry,  480, 481, 496, 499,  517, 524,  526;  fines  appropriated 
to,  491. 

Hough,  John,  Mercer  land  affair,  206,  251,  253, 286. 

House  of  Representatives  Collection,  material  from,  471  n. 

Houses,  frontier  building,  200,  269. 

Howe,  Ensign  Moses,  court-martial,  490. 

Howe,  Sir  William,  letter  to,  444;  on  intercourse,  letter,  444 n;  on  inac- 
tivity, letter,  485  n. 

Howison,  Robert  R.,  Virginia,  8yn;  on  Dunmore,  87 n. 

Hughes,  William,  land  rights,  226;  in  jail,  226. 
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Hunter, ,  land  affairs,  173,  198,  205,  283. 

Hunter,  for  frontier  laborers,  199,  270. 

Hunting,  orders,  dog  couples,  92;  clothes,  92,  96;  horn,  141. 

Hunting  shirts,  for  army,  387,  389,  404,  415,  422,  445,  511. 

Huntington,  Lieut.  Ebenezer,  promotion,  controversy,  519. 

Huntington,  Col.  Jedidiah,  regiment  brigaded,  410. 

Huntington  Library,  material  from,  39,  40,  42,  83,  148,  220/2,  514. 

Hutchings,  Amy,  Mrs.  Thomas  Newton,  1090. 

Hutchinson,  Gov.  Thomas,  attitude,  238  n. 

Huts.  See  Barracks. 

Illinois  country,  attempted  land  grants,  47 n,  49 n;  Dunmore's  purchases, 
88/2;  Virginia  negotiations  (1744),  16572. 

Immigration.  See  Servants. 

Impressment,  ships  for  Arnold's  expedition,  467  n,  470. 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  letter  of  license,  272. 

Independence,  Washington  on  desire  (1774),  245,  247/2. 

Independent  companies,  Virginia  (1774),  24772-249/2,  265,  266,  276, 
288;  Washington's  farewell,  298. 

Indians,  land  reserved  for  traders,  1,  2;  western  cessions,  4777,  48/2,  157; 
Dunmore's  policy,  87/2;  Dunmore's  War,  211  n,  224, 266-268;  Hen- 
derson's purchase,  279;  policy,  303,  437;  incursions  feared  (1775), 
373;  attitude  of  northern,  visits  to  camp,  398,  399,  423,  525—527; 
offer  services,  423  72. 

Ink  powder,  order,  141. 

Inoculation  for  smallpox,  15,  41—43,  46. 

Insurance,  tobacco  shipments,  140,  144,  217;  ship,  169. 

Intelligence  at  siege  of  Boston,  from  Roxbury  post,  319,  328,  333;  com- 
munications from  outposts,  320;  deserters  from  enemy,  368—371; 
British,  from  American  camp,  405;  spy,  407  72;  importance,  seizure 
of  packet  boat,  477,  478.  See  also  Communication;  Intercepted 
letters. 

Intercepted  letters,  398,  399,  403,  501. 

Intercourse  with  enemy,  regulation  of  flags,  335;  unauthorized,  punish- 
ment, 340;  stopped,  444;  provisioning  British  in  Boston,  407, 458. 

Invoices,  Washington's  orders  on  England,  instructions  and  lists,  22- 
24,  53,  61,  62,  88-94,  139,  141,  142,  144,  14472,  154,  155;  and  non- 
importation, 22,  23;  shipments,  complaints,  55—59,  88-90,  95,  140; 
orders  on  West  Indies,  98,  99,  147,  213;  local  trade  or  importations, 
99-101. 

Iron  works,  Fairfax,  225. 
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Iroquois  Indians,  offer  to  cede  lands,  47 n;  Fort  Stanwix  cession, 
48  n,  157;  chief  at  camp,  525;  Kirkland  mission,  526.  See  also 
Caughnawaga. 

Jacob,  John  J.,  Cresap,  8yn;  on  Dunmore,  87/7. 

Jamaica,  flour  trade,  98;  fish  trade,  109. 

Jamieson,  Neil,  letters  to,  42,  65;  loyalist,  42  n. 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  inquiry,  120;  on  Virginia  Association,  216 «;  on 

Boston  Port  Bill  fast,  21772;  Wor\s,  2ijn;  Virginia  Convention, 

277  n. 
Jeffery,  James,  court-martial,  514. 
Jenifer,  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas,  Ballendine,  83;  nephew's  affair,  105  n, 

273;  letter  to,  273;  flour  shipment,  274. 
Joe,  servant,  21,  22,  40. 

Johannot,  Lieut.  Col.  Gabriel,  at  court  of  inquiry,  436;  post,  498. 
Johnson,  Guy,  watching,  303;  excitation  of  Indians,  373. 
Johnson,  John,  shipmaster,  75,  77. 
Johnson,  Thomas,  letters  to,  17,  82,  235;  Potomac  River  improvement, 

17,  82,  83;  remedy,  45;  committee,  513//. 
Johnson,  Sir  William,  Croghan,  29 n;  land  scheme,  letter,  47 n,  48 n;  on 

Fort  Stanwix  cession,  48  «;  Walpole  Grant,  49  n. 

Johnston, ,  land-grant  rights,  226. 

Jones, ,  and  Crawford,  209. 

Jones,  Deacon ,  of  Cambridge,  403. 

Jones,  Ichabod,  loyalist,  414. 

Jordan, ,  shipmaster,  89,  99. 

Judge  advocate,  need,  appointment,  pay,  349,  378,  463. 
Justice  of  the  peace,  Washington,  16  «;  treatise  ordered,  61. 

Keath,  William,  shipmaster,  109. 

Kelly,  John,  court-martial,  514. 

Kentucky,  military  land  grants,  150  n,  151;  Henderson's  purchase,  279. 

Kercheval,  Samuel,  Valley  of  Virginia,  iwn. 

King's  College.  See  Columbia  University. 

Kirkland,  Samuel,  at  camp,  525;  mission,  526. 

Kittanning,  Pa.,  Armstrong's  attack,  461  n. 

Knots,  ornamental,  order,  23. 

Knox  &  Baillie,  Adams  affair,  205  n,  274;  letter  to,  274. 

Labor.  See  Artificers;  Overseers;  Servants;  Slaves. 


558  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON 

Lace,  orders,  23,  88, 93. 

Lady's  Magazine,  order,  94. 

Lake  Champlain,  supplies  from  posts,  303;  preparations  for  campaign, 
375  n,  423.  See  also  Ticonderoga. 

La  Knapp,  Ellen,  letter  possessed  by,  454  n. 

Lamar,  Hill,  Bisset  &  Co.,  Madeira  merchants,  143. 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  Continental  Congress,  235. 

Land,  Washington's  frontier  purchases,  29-32, 65, 78, 204;  his  description 
of  desirable,  30;  arbitration,  37,  39;  Deep  Run,  39;  no  Washington 
house  at  Berkeley  Springs  (1771),  52;  purchase  for  Custis,  80,  164, 
165,  174—179,  181,  219;  Dunmore's  Illinois  purchase,  88«;  Wash- 
ington's Maryland,  107 72,  204 n,  273-275;  joint  settlement  of  frontier 
purchases,  116-118;  of  Washington  family  in  the  Valley,  dispute, 
in,  112;  adverse  claims  to  Washington's  frontier,  104,  152-154, 
209—211, 267;  his  sale  near  Fredericksburg,  198,  205;  sale  and  crops, 
205;  Bel  voir  rental,  221;  Washington's  house  at  Alexandria,  2290; 
his  Four  Mile  Run  purchase,  249, 255 72;  his  prizes  in  New  York  lot- 
tery, 265.  See  also  next  title;  Agriculture;  Estates;  Leases;  Mount 
Vernon;  York  River. 

Land  grants,  indeterminate  and  conflicting,  2;  Franklin's  and  Lyman's 
schemes,  47  n,  4872;  by  Wilkins  in  Illinois,  4972.  See  also  Fort  Ne- 
cessity; Walpole  Grant;  Proclamation  of  1763. 

Langdon,  Pres.  Samuel,  house  as  headquarters,  308/2. 

Lanphire  &  Sears,  chimney  piece,  435. 

Larew,  Isaac,  land  dispute,  in,  112. 

Lathrop,  Solomon,  516. 

Lawrence,  Joseph,  court-martial,  514. 

Lead,  window  leads  ordered,  155;  scarcity,  supply,  420,  421,  424,  459, 
460, 469;  Connecticut  mines,  469. 

Learned,  Col.  Ebenezer,  regiment  brigaded,  355,  376;  assignment,  410. 

Leases,  Maryland,  9;  Washington's  frontier  terms,  188,  202,  203. 

Ledger,  order,  61. 

Lee,  Charles,  major  general,  299,  300*2,  308;  sketch,  30072;  aides,  311, 
342;  division,  356,  396,  521;  Schuyler,  375;  quarters,  37572;  address 
to  Canadians,  48072;  on  familiarity  in  army,  letter,  50872. 

Lee,  John,  court-martial,  514. 

Lee,  Richard  Henry,  on  Quebec  Act,  8872;  intended  resolutions  and  rad- 
ical measures  (1774),  21572,  21672,  223;  letters  to,  236,  329,  450; 
sketch,  23672;  right  of  Parliament,  24072;  conference  with  Massa- 
chusetts delegates,  24772;  Virginia  Convention,  27772;  Washington's 
commission,  29372;  on  conduct  of  siege,  letter,  45472;  committee, 

5*3»- 
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Lee,  William,  information,  347. 

Lee,  Ma).  William  Raymond,  at  court  of  inquiry,  525. 

Leeth,  John,  western  trip,  152. 

Legge,  Gov.  Francis,  letter  to,  485  n. 

Legge,  William.  See  Dartmouth. 

Leggins,  for  soldiers,  404. 

Lemons,  order,  99. 

Lemsy,  John,  court-martial,  313. 

Leonard,  Capt.  Noahdiah,  guard,  313. 

Lewis,  Andrew,  movements,  39;  special  land  grant,  160,  161;  land  war- 
rants, 182,  183,  191,  278;  letter  to,  277;  Virginia  Convention,  27772. 

Lewis,  Anthony,  court-martial,  514. 

Lewis,  Fielding,  bill  of  exchange,  103;  Washington's  affairs,  119,  134, 
199, 205, 209, 365;  Fairfax  affairs,  225, 365. 

Lewis,  Thomas,  letters  to,  182,  209;  Washington's  land  warrants,  sur- 
veys, 182—184, 278. 

Lewis,  Warner,  letter  to,  debt,  290. 

Lexington  and  Concord,  battle,  Washington  on,  291;  news  in  England, 
347^,352,375. 

Liberty,  56,  109. 

Lightfoot, ,  estate,  38. 

Lighthouses,  Cape  Henry,  81;  Boston  Harbor,  exploits,  351,  353,  381, 

393- 
Limes,  orders,  93,  99. 

Lindsey,  Ebenezer,  court-martial,  448. 

Lindsey,  Capt.  Eleazer,  court-martial,  427. 

Lippincott's  Magazine,  41  n. 

Liquor,  West  Indies  orders,  25,  98,  99,  213;  decanters  and  glasses,  or- 
dered, 92;  in  camp,  prohibition,  334,  377,  474;  new  cider,  499.  See 
also  Wine. 

Lispenard,  Leonard,  dinner  to  Washington,  301 ;;. 

Little,  Col.  Moses,  regiment,  brigaded,  343,  355,  376. 

Livingston, ,  at  camp,  458. 

Livingston,  Peter  Van  Brugh,  New  York  Legislature,  30572. 

Livingston,  Philip,  daughter,  108  n. 

Livingston,  Robert  R.,  committee,  51372. 

Loans  by  Washington,  to  Moore,  38;  condition  (1775),  273,  290.  See 
also  Debts. 

Local  government,  Virginia  vestries,  81. 

Lockets,  order,  23,  24. 
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Locks,  order,  155. 

London,  address  on  American  affairs,  527  77. 

London  Gazette,  432  n. 

Long  Island,  British  raids,  protection,  465-467. 

Louis,  chief  of  Caughnawagas,  at  camp,  397,  398. 

Lowndes, ,  of  Bladensburg,  82. 

Loyal  Foresters,  proposed  loyalist  corps,  128  n. 

Loyalists,  Loyal  Foresters,  128 n;  views  of  Bryan  Fairfax  (1774),  230 n, 
233 n,  23777—24177;  Dunmore  on,  24977;  examination,  368;  military 
trial,  376;  exit  from  Boston,  401;  punishment,  414;  treatment,  retali- 
ation on  prisoners  of  war,  41772,  430;  Scots,  432,  433. 

Lund,  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Townsend  Washington,  10377. 

Lyman,  Phineas,  land  scheme,  4877,  12577. 

Lyme,  Conn.,  British  threat,  503  77. 

Lynch,  Thomas,  sr.,  committee  to  camp,  39977,  51377. 

Lyon, ,  Frazer  affair,  272. 

McAnulty,  William,  land  grant,  159,  161,  171. 
McCarty,  Sinai,  marriage,  208. 

McCoul, ,  bond,  249,  253. 

McDaniel,  James,  court-martial,  377. 

McDonald,  Angus,  Indian  trouble,  21 177;  Washington's  land,  211 77. 

McDougall,  Alexander,  Canadian  expedition,  436. 

McGachen,  Capt. ,  letter  by,  155;  bill  of  exchange,  217. 

Machias,  Me.,  Nova  Scotia  expedition,  415;  captures,  426. 

Machin,  John,  deserter,  33777. 

McKean,  Thomas,  letter  to,  456. 

Mackenzie,  Robert,  letter  to,  244;  sketch,  24477;  attitude,  24777. 

McMahan, ,  land  for  Washington,  78. 

McMickan,  Robert,  Jamaica  merchant,  98;  letters  to,  105,  112,  115 77, 

136,  147,  212,  256;  Adams  affair,  105-107,  112,  115,  116,  136,  137, 

147,  212;  Washington's  transactions,  256. 
Madeira,  flour  for,  143. 

Madison, ,  209. 

Maine,  troops,  pay,  361. 

Major  generals,  first  appointments,  299,  30077,  308;  divisions,  355,  356, 

396;  badge,  362.  See  also  Officers;  Rank. 
Malt  liquor,  glasses  ordered,  92. 
Manley,  Harrison,  land,  6-8;  letter  to,  70;  legal  affairs,  70-72;  death, 208. 
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Mansfield,  Col.  John,  regiment  brigaded,  355;  court-martial,  418,  428. 

Manufactures,  Dunmore  on  impossibility  in  Virginia,  249  n. 

Maps  and  plans,  Fort  Necessity  expedition  land  grants,  16371;  American 
lines  before  Boston,  396. 

Marblehead  Regiment,  306  n. 

Marsdin,  Adjt.  George,  336 n. 

Marsh,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel,  court-martial,  418. 

Marshall,  Thomas,  274. 

Marshall,  Thomas  H.,  letters  to,  5, 8;  Washington's  land  controversy,  5—9. 

Martha  Rawlins,  Jjn. 

Martyn,  Charles,  Artemas  Ward,  300  n. 

Maryland,  land  leases,  9;  value  of  paper  money  (1771),  43;  Potomac 
River  improvement,  81;  Washington's  land,  10772,  204/2,  273—275; 
riflemen,  300,  507/2. 

Maryland  Gazette,  211  n. 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  material  from,  236. 

Maryland  Journal  and  Baltimore  Advertiser,  \/\\n. 

Mason,  George,  Savage  affair,  64;  Mercer  affairs,  147*2,  173,  255/2;  and 
candidacy,  228;  at  Mount  Vernon,  229/2;  Fairfax  County  Resolves, 
229/2;  on  right  of  Parliament,  239/2;  committee  of  safety,  248;  Vir- 
ginia Convention  (1775)  and  Washington,  277/2. 

Mason,  Thomson,  " British- American "  papers,  217/2. 

Massachusetts,  slave  bought  from,  117;  coercive  acts,  228,  232,  237/2, 
245, 246, 247/2;  and  general  army  officers,  325;  quality  of  troops,  and 
officers,  327,  450,  451;  recruiting  ordered,  334;  skeleton  regiments, 
351;  regiments  at  siege,  355,  356;  pay  of  troops,  trouble,  362,  381- 
383,  446,  460,  473,  474;  defense  against  British  raids,  380,  396; 
general-officer  regiments,  390;  regimental  establishment,  391;  pro- 
vision allowance,  395;  lunar-month  pay,  507;  returns  of  troops,  516. 
See  also  Boston,  siege  of;  Massachusetts  Legislature. 

Massachusetts  Gazette,  398/2. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Proceedings,  247/2;  material  from,  358. 

Massachusetts  Legislature,  Washington's  reply  to  address,  307;  letters  to, 

3IQ>  36l>  377>  379>  40I>  4o6>  4X4>  422>  426>  455>  472>  5255  resolve  on 
army  returns,  516. 

Matlack,  Timothy,  engrosses  Washington's  commission,  293  n. 

Matthews,  Joseph,  court-martial,  429. 

Matting,  order,  92. 

Mauduit,  Wright  &  Co.,  letter  to,  complaint  on  goods,  55. 

Mawrey, ,37n. 
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May,  Jesse,  land  grant,  159,  161, 171. 

Mayer,  Brantz,  on  Dunmore,  87  «;  Logan  and  Cresap,  Syn. 

Mease, ,  London  dressmaker,  23. 

Medical  department,  complaints,  354.  See  also  Hospitals. 

Mercer,  George,  Berkeley  Springs  house,  53;  letters  to,  66,  72,  172,  286; 

Ohio  Company  and  Walpole  Grant,  letter,  66 n;  military  land  grant, 

66,  123;  and  Washington,  70;  special  grant,  160,  161;  land  affairs, 

173,  249,  254,  255,  255  n,  275,  283-288,  401. 
Mercer,  Hugh,  letters  to,  198,  205;  land  affairs,  198,  205;  sketch,  198 n. 
Mercer,  James,  letters  to,  146,  196,  205,  250;  mortgage,  146;  land  affairs, 

196—198,  205,  250-255,  275,  284—288. 
Mercer,  John,  estate,  173,  196  n,  197,  250,  255  n,  262. 
Merchants,  meetings  of  Virginia,  143,  290.  See  also  Commerce. 
Merryland,  tract,  53. 
Metyard,  Thomas,  court-martial,  514. 
Mifflin,  Thomas,  Washington's  aide,  301  n,  309;  quartermaster  general, 

315 n,  419,  450,  455 n,  512;  Schuyler,  376;  letters  written  by,  426/2, 

496/2. 
Military  chest.  See  Funds. 
Military  Company  of  Adventurers,  125  n. 
Military  law,  continental  rules  and  articles,  signing,  411,  446. 
Military  science,  Simes's  Guide,  Washington's  copy,  293  n. 
Military  secretaries  and  aides,  Reed,  Mifflin,  301  n,  309;  major  generals', 

311,  342,  352;  Trumbull,  368;  Randolph,  Baylor,  425,  447,  450. 
Militia,  war  preparations,  Virginia  Convention  on,  276 n,  277 n;  siege  of 

Boston,  320 n,  326,  337;  use  against  raids,  379.  See  also  Independent 

companies. 
Miller,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Turner,  at  court-martial,  418. 
Milnor,  William,  letters  to,  168,  265;  Washington's  goods,  168,  169; 

sketch,  168/2;  bolting  cloth,  435. 
Missions  to  Indians,  Kirkland,  526. 
Mississippi  River,  land  schemes,  470,  48 n,  125 n;  frontier  trade,  83; 

Washington  and  land  grant  on  lower,  125—129,  151. 
Mitts,  orders,  91,  141. 

Mollison, ,  bill  of  exchange,  290. 

Monopoly.  See  Engrossment. 

Montagu,  John.  See  Sandwich. 

Montague,  Edward,  Mercer  affairs,  172,  254,  255  n,  283,  288;  letter  to, 

283. 
Montague,  Sir  George  (? James),  on  Graves,  letter,  422 n. 
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Montgomerie,  Thomas,  Savage  affair,  33,  34,  64,  101,  102;  account,  104; 
bond,  139. 

Moody, ,  payment  for  land,  139. 

Moore,  Bernard,  letter  to,  37;  Yorktown  house,  3772;  loan,  38;  bond,  38; 
land,  164. 

Moore,  Sir  Henry,  land  scheme,  47  n. 

Morgan,  Daniel,  riflemen,  42472,  50772. 

Morgan,  George,  land  grant,  4972. 

Morris,  Lewis,  letter  to,  399. 

Morris,  Robert.  See  Willing  &  Morris. 

Mortgages,  on  slaves,  146;  bottomry  bond,  169. 

Mount  Airy,  Md.,  letter  from,  147. 

Mount  Vernon,  letters  from,  1—37,  39—66,  72—118,  126-134,  136—156, 
167—215,  227,  230,  237,  243,  248—276,  280-290;  Marshall  land  con- 
troversy, 5—9;  repairs  and  alterations,  materials,  154,  155;  addition 
(1774—75),  227,  435;  Dunmore's  threat,  432;  war-time  activities, 
432;  chimney  piece,  435.  See  also  Agriculture;  Fisheries;  Invoices; 
Land. 

Mourning,  second,  139,  141;  rings,  144;  sword,  14472. 

Moylan,  Stephen,  mustermaster  general,  414,  419,  428,  459;  on  disci- 
pline, letter,  50872. 

Mundell,  Robert,  Adams  affair,  20572,  274. 

Murphy,  Robert,  land  grant,  159,  161,  171. 

Murray,  John.  See  Dunmore. 

Murray,  Rev.  John,  chaplain,  497. 

Muse,  George,  land  grant,  159-161,  179,  263;  letter  to,  rebuked,  179. 

Music,  drum  and  fife  instruction,  378. 

Muslin,  suit  ordered,  93. 

Mustard,  order,  91. 

Muster  into  continental  service,  commissary,  324;  first,  419,  428,  439, 
449,  481,  482,  490,  497,  501,  517,  524;  objections,  505. 

Mustermaster  general,  need,  324,  350;  appointment,  414,  459.  See  also 
Moylan,  Stephen. 

Mutiny,  trial,  490,  513. 

Nails,  order,  155. 

Napp,  Thomas,  land  grant,  159,  161,  171. 

Navigation,  Washington's  schooner,  42;  losses  and  delays,  56;  direct 
shipment  to  Potomac,  56,  57,  89;  lighthouse,  81;  freight,  89;  bot- 
tomry bond,  169;  Washington's  venture,  204,  213.  See  also  Acts  of 
Trade;  Commerce;  Insurance;  Navy;  Tobacco. 
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Navy,  American,  Rhode  Island  ship  to  Bermuda  for  powder,  386,  477; 
"Washington's  Fleet,"  instructions,  467—469;  proposed  cruise  of 
Rhode  Island  ships,  500,  501.  See  also  Boats;  Prizes. 

Navy,  British,  raids,  328,  333,  366,  369,  385,  422,  424,  426,  445,  465-467, 
470,  477,  486,  503 «;  Graves,  422/2. 

Necklaces,  orders,  23,  93. 

Neivelle,  Peter,  court-martial,  514. 

Nelson,  Col.  Thomas(?),  218;  bill  of  exchange,  365. 

Neptune,  cruise,  501. 

Net  hoods,  order,  93. 

New  Hampshire,  troops  before  Boston,  306,  315,  322,  345,  355;  frontier 
troops,  370,  438;  powder,  388;  field-officer  companies,  390;  regi- 
mental establishment,  391. 

New  Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety,  letter  to,  388. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  British  threat,  503  n. 

New  London,  Conn.,  shipment  of  military  stores,  463;  British  threat, 

New  York,  nonimportation,  21;  Washington's  prizes  in  Ulster  County 
land  lottery,  265;  instructions  to  Schuyler  as  commander  in,  301— 
304;  conditions,  373;  military  commissions,  413.  See  also  next  title; 
Canadian  expedition. 

New  York  City,  letters  from,  134, 135,  301—305;  Washington  and  Tryon 
in,  301,  301  n;  Wooster's  force,  30272,  46572,  467;  attitude,  303/2, 
332;  possible  British  designs,  408,  412,  413,  419;  provisions  for  Brit- 
ish in  Boston,  407;  shipment  of  military  stores,  458,  463. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  material  from,  431/2. 

New  York  Legislature,  Washington's  reply  to  address,  305;  address, 
305/2;  letters  to,  407,  413,  458;  character,  465/2,  467. 

New  York  Public  Library,  material  from,  5,  16,  207,  435,  448. 

Newburgh  Headquarters,  material  from,  139/2. 

Newspapers,  Washington's  advertisements  of  frontier  lands,  144—146, 
2ii,  212;  of  fugitive  servant,  289. 

Newton,  Amy  (Hutchings),  109/2. 

Newton,  Martha  (Tucker),  109/2. 

Newton,  Thomas,  sr.,  109/2. 

Newton,  Thomas,  jr.,  letters  to,  consignment,  109,  no,  143,  167,  204; 
sketch,  109/2. 

Nicholas,  Robert  Carter,  resolve,  215/2;  Virginia  Convention,  277/2. 

Nicholas,  John,  letter  to,  120. 

Nixon,  Col.  John,  regimental  court-martial,  311;  service,  311  n;  at 
courts-martial,  336,  342,  343,  345,  358,  364,  490,  515,  524;  regiment 
brigaded,  355. 
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Noncommissioned  officers,  reports  on  detachments,  340;  stripes,  357. 

Nonimportation,  observance,  defection,  16,  17—21;  new  association 
(1770),  17;  and  invoices,  22,  23,  60;  limitation,  60;  association  of 
1774,  21672,  217/2,  223;  Washington  on,  229,  233,  234;  in  Virginia 
(1774),  24872,  24972. 

Norfleet,  Marmaduke,  claim,  103. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  trade,  109,  no,  143,  167,  204. 

Norwich,  Conn.,  British  threat,  50372. 

Nova  Scotia,  proposed  expedition,  415. 

Noyes,  Belcher,  information,  396. 

Nutting,  Capt.  John,  company,  367. 

Oars,  order,  92. 

Oath,  military,  367. 

O'Brien,  Capt.  Jeremiah,  conduct,  426. 

Officers,  absenteeism,  319,  382,  441,  449,  490;  lack  of  commissions,  332; 
salutes  for  general,  339,  362;  insignia,  339,  357,  362;  dissatisfaction 
over  appointment  of  general,  343;  returns,  379;  general  and  field 
officer  companies,  390,  509;  blank  commissions,  390;  appointment, 
Congress  and  field  and  lower,  New  England  monopoly,  400,  405, 
434'  447>  45x>  457>  4725  Washington  on  quality,  433,  450-452;  com- 
missions as  reward,  410;  graft,  410,  412,  415,  433,  465;  signing  arti- 
cles of  war,  411,  446;  commissions  in  New  York,  413;  letter  to  gen- 
eral, 483;  ration  allowance,  502,  509,  510;  continental  commissions, 
501,  502,  518;  pay  and  discipline,  508;  improper  remonstrance,  519; 
principles  of  promotion,  seniority  question,  5 19, 520.  See  also  Briga- 
dier generals;  Commander  in  chief;  Continental  army;  Councils  of 
war;  Courts-martial; Courts  of  inquiry; Major  generals;  Rank;  Staff. 

Ogden,  Matthias,  and  commission,  399;  service,  39972. 

Ogleby,  Nicholas,  court-martial,  514. 

Ohio  Company,  and  Walpole  Grant,  972,  66n. 

Ohio  River.  See  Frontier. 

Olife, ,  shipmaster,  42. 

Oliver,  Peter,  house  for  hospital,  367. 

Oliver,  Capt.  Robert,  company,  429. 

Oneida  Indians,  chief  at  camp,  525,  526. 

Oranges,  orders,  25,  99,  214. 

Ornaments,  personal,  orders,  23,  93. 

Orne,  Azor,  impressment  of  vessels,  471  n. 

Osgood,  Col.  James,  regiment,  370. 


566  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON 

Osgood,  Samuel,  Ward's  aide,  352. 
Overseers,  horses,  435. 

Packard,  Joseph,  jr.,  letter  possessed  by,  454 n. 

Packet  boat,  interception,  477,  478,  500. 

Paduasoy,  order,  90. 

Page,  John,  bill  of  exchange,  217,  235. 

Paint,  materials  ordered,  155. 

Palatines,  Washington's  plans  for  frontier  settlers,  185—190,  193—196, 
203;  importation  as  business,  19472. 

Palfrey,  William,  Lee's  aide,  342. 

Palmer,  John  Pierce,  Massachusetts  quartermaster  general,  315  n. 

Palmer,  Joseph,  committee,  380/2;  letters  to,  405,  441,  457. 

Pan  American  Union,  Bulletin,  301  n. 

Paper  money,  intercolonial  exchange,  43;  condition  of  Virginia,  114; 
first  continental  issue,  296,  297,  299. 

Parades,  brigade,  428. 

Parke,  John,  assistant  quartermaster  general,  427,  456. 

Parker,  Col.  John,  regiment,  370. 

Parker,  Capt.  Oliver,  company,  358;  court-martial,  383,  397. 

Parliament,  control  over  colonies,  2300,  233,  237/2—241  n,  242. 

Paroles,  significant,  305. 

Parsons,  Samuel,  court-martial,  514. 

Parsons,  Col.  Samuel  Holden,  regiment,  brigaded,  355,  376. 

Passes,  restriction,  366. 

Paterson,  Col.  John,  regiment,  339;  service,  339/2;  post,  356;  at  court- 
martial,  418. 

Pattin,  William,  court-martial,  312,  316,  333. 

Pay,  judge  advocate,  349;  of  Massachusetts  troops,  fraud,  delay,  362, 
381—383,  446,  460,  473,  474;  regulations,  413,  414;  fine  stoppage, 
491;  provincial  differences,  506—508;  artificers,  506;  excess  rifle- 
men, 507;  lunar  month,  507;  subalterns,  508;  arrears,  512,  513. 

Paymaster  general,  need,  349,  350;  appointment,  350/2. 

Peale,  Charles  Willson,  Washington  portrait,  83,  84/2;  sketch,  83/2;  itin- 
erant work,  84;  bill,  family  miniatures,  84/2. 

Pearce,  Charles,  court-martial,  514. 

Peareth,  William,  letter  to,  24. 

Pearl,  Capt.  Stephen,  court-martial,  440. 

Peltro,  John,  court-martial,  514. 
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Pencil  and  case,  order,  92. 

Pendleton,  Edmund,  account,  104;  on  Mercer  affairs,  250;  Virginia  Con- 
vention, 27772;  Washington's  will,  295. 

Pendrick,  Richard,  court-martial,  514. 

Pennsylvania,  Washington's  land  purchases,  settlement,  29-32,  65,  78, 
116— 118,  204;  Virginia  boundary,  87/2,  215/2;  riflemen,  300,  507/2; 
Washington's  will,  432,  434,  435;  powder,  436/2. 

Pennsylvania  Gazette,  144*2. 

Penyer, ,  516. 

Pepper,  order,  99. 

Percy,  Hugh,  {lord),  Lexington  and  Concord,  291. 

Periodicals,  orders,  94,  141. 

Perkins,  Capt.  Benjamin,  court-martial,  343. 

Perkins,  Capt.  William,  company,  377. 

Perry,  Capt.  John,  court-martial,  482. 

Peterson, ,  shipmaster,  62,  80,  89,  90,  140,  145. 

Petty,  William.  See  Shelburne. 

Peyton,  Col. ,  Mercer  affairs,  252,  286;  as  attorney,  264. 

Peyton,  Craven,  letter  to,  appraisement,  116;  Fairfax  affairs,  223,  290, 
291;  land  plat,  252. 

Peyton,  Valentine,  116/2. 

Philadelphia,  as  place  for  Continental  Congress,  235;  letters  from,  244, 
290—301;  Washington's  departure,  301/2.  See  also  Continental 
Congress. 

Phinney,  Col.  Edmund,  regiment,  pay,  361,  376. 

Pickett,  Moses,  court-martial,  496. 

Pickles,  order,  91. 

Pigeon,  John,  commissary  general,  336/2. 

Pigs,  for  frontier  land,  270. 

Pikes,  at  siege  of  Boston,  338,  357. 

Pineapples,  orders,  99,  214. 

Pins,  order,  90. 

Piper,  Harry,  Savage  affair,  64,  102;  letter  to,  79. 

Piscataway,  Md.,  Scottish  loyalists,  432. 

Pistols,  and  holsters,  order,  62,  63. 

Pitt,  William.  See  Chatham. 

Plaster  of  Paris,  order,  155. 

Plastering,  whiting  ordered,  155. 

Plater,  Gov.  George,  198/2. 


568  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON 

Plater,  Rebecca,  Mrs.  John  Tayloe,  198  n. 

Ploughed  Hill,  Mass.,  occupation,  453,  456,  458,  462,  470,  487. 

Plowman, ,  smuggling,  65. 

Plunder,  regulations,  auction,  384;  irregular,  384.  See  also  Depredations. 

Pocketknives,  orders,  92,  93. 

Pohick  Church,  new  building,  Fairfax  pew,  223. 

Point  Alderton,  Boston  Harbor,  question  of  post,  441—444,  452,  454  n. 

Police  of  camp,  general  orders,  309,  338,  382. 

Pollock,  Thomas,  shipmaster,  167,  169,  212. 

Poison, ,  letter  to,  46. 

Poison,  John,  land  grant,  46,  124. 

Pomeroy,  Seth,  nonacceptance  of  brigadiership,  326,  349,  397. 

Poor,  Col.  Enoch,  regiment,  brigaded,  355. 

Poor,  John,  court-martial,  514. 

Port  Morant,  Jamaica,  256. 

Port  Tobacco,  Md.,  merchants,  274;  Scottish  loyalists,  432,  433. 

Porter,  Caty,  marriage,  208. 

Porter,  Col.  Elisha,  powder,  388,  421. 

Portraits,  Peale's  Washington,  83,  840,  85;  family  miniatures,  840. 

Posey,  John,  sale,  6;  Washington  acquires  land-grant  rights,  124, 128. 

Posey,  Price,  movements,  40. 

Post  office,  postage,  58;  British  interception  of  mail,  398,  399,  403,  501. 

Potomac  River,  direct  shipments  from  England,  56,  57,  89.  See  also  next 

title;  Fisheries. 
Potomac  River  improvement,  plan  for  private  company,  17—20;  and 

western  development,  rivals,  19,  20,  83;  engineering  plan,  20,  12672; 

company  authorized,  81;  Ballendine's  scheme,  Washington's  opin- 
ion, 82;  reduction  of  land  carriage,  189. 
Powder,  face,  box  and  puff  ordered,  93.  See  also  Ammunition. 
Powell,  Ambrose,  land  grant,  3. 
Powell,  William,  mill,  Mercer  affair,  196-198,  206. 
Pownall,  Thomas,  on  Walpole  Grant,  letter,  49  n. 
Prayer  books,  orders,  61,  94. 
Prescott,  Col.  William,  regiment  and  alarm,  307;  post,  318  n,  357;  at 

court-martial,  333,  334;  at  court  of  inquiry,  436;  detachment,  447; 

illness,  498. 
Preserves,  order,  99. 
President  of  Congress,  letters  to,  301,  304,  320,  337,  346,  353,  369,  375  «, 

390,  461,  481,  505,  526,  527. 
Preston,  Nelly  C,  letter  possessed  by,  192 n. 
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Preston,  William,  letters  to,  191,  278;  Washington's  land  warrants,  191; 
sketch,  278  n. 

Price,  Capt.  Thomas,  company,  497. 

Prices,  fish,  109;  wheat  and  flour  (1774),  no,  112,  186;  slaves,  252.  See 
also  Invoices;  Tobacco. 

Prince,  Capt. ,  at  camp,  432. 

Prince  William  County,  Va.,  independent  company,  266. 

Prisoners  of  war,  to  Worcester,  Mass.,  376,  381;  to  Springfield,  394; 
treatment,  retaliation,  Gage- Washington  correspondence,  416,  417, 
422,  426,  430,  463;  control,  427;  British  officer,  complaints,  463.  518, 
521-523. 

Privateers,  "Washington's  Fleet,"  instructions,  467—469;  recapture  by, 
513;  mutinous  behavior,  513. 

Prizes,  recapture  from  British,  513;  by  Americans,  527. 

Proclamation  of  1763,  Washington  and  purchase  of  rights,  1—4,  124, 
149,  150;  Washington  and  West  Florida  land  warrants,  126,  129, 
184;  provisions,  1260;  Washington  and  Ohio  River  warrants,  149- 
153,  277—279;  Dunmore  and  grants,  Washington's  appeal,  150  n, 
151,  152,  155-158,  183—185,  191,  192;  Washington  on  line,  157; 
rights  of  provincial  troops,  184;  survey  and  Dunmore's  War,  21  in. 

Profiteering.  See  Engrossment. 

Promotion  of  officers,  principles,  519,  520. 

Property.  See  Depredations;  Estates;  Land;  Prizes;  Plunder. 

Prospect  Hill,  Mass.,  post,  command,  315,  318,  321,  331. 

Providence,  R.  I.,  shipment  of  military  stores,  459. 

Provisions,  military,  poor  bread,  315,  455;  camp  cooking,  338;  from 
Connecticut,  368;  sufficiency,  371;  allowance  reform,  395;  condi- 
tions in  Boston,  American  supply,  407,  458,  489;  ration  constituent, 
409;  Arnold's  expedition,  471;  officers'  ration  allowance,  502,  509, 
510.  See  also  Cattle. 

Provisions,  Washington's  private,  orders  abroad,  25,  91,  99;  for  frontier 
laborers,  hunter,  199,  257,  258,  269,  272.  See  also  Fisheries;  Flour. 

Provost  marshal,  need,  349. 

Punderson, ,  shipmaster,  218. 

Punishment,  military,  reprimand  and  dismissal,  306;  officers  cashiered, 

3X3>  348>  383>  397>  4".  427>  43°>  433>  445>  473>  49<M96>5i5;  wooden 
horse,  333;  whipping,  339,  358,  377,  429,  439,  497,  514,  516,  524; 
fatigue  duty,  377;  officers  reprimanded,  404,  482;  fines,  410,  491, 
497,  514,  516,  524;  officer  confined  to  tent,  448;  drumming  out,  497, 
514-516. 
Putnam,  George  Haven,  letter  possessed  by,  405  n. 
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Putnam,  Israel,  [i],  major  general,  299,  301  n,  308,  326;  post,  322,  fas- 
cines, 345;  aides,  354;  division,  356,  396,  521. 
Putnam,  Capt.  Israel  [2],  aide  to  father,  354. 
Putnam,  Col.  Rufus,  Point  Alderton,  443. 

Quarries,  Fairfax,  17. 

Quartermaster  general,  need,  324,  350;  Massachusetts,  315/2;  Mifflin's 

appointment,  31572,  419,  450,  455/2,  512;  assistants,  427,  456,  515. 
Quarters,  siege  of  Boston,  323.  See  also  Barracks;  Headquarters;  Tents. 
Quebec  Act,  provisions,  87/2;  Virginia  opposition,  88 n;  Washington's 

query,  242. 
Quitrents,  Pennsylvania,  30. 

Raids  by  British,  on  coast  towns,  warnings,  328,  333,  366,  369,  385,  422, 

424,  426,  445,  465-467,  470,  477,  486,  50372;  defense  against,  380, 
396,  426,  466,  503-505. 

Raisins,  order,  91. 

Raleigh  Tavern,  Williamsburg,  meeting  of  burgesses,  216/2,  223. 

Ramsay,  William,  account,  103;  Fairfax  letter,  237. 

Rand,  Dr.  Isaac,  military  hospital,  311. 

Randolph,  Edmund,  on  Virginia  Convention,  277/2;  Washington's  aide, 

425,  447,  450. 

Randolph,  Peyton,  measures  (1774),  216/2;  Mercer  affairs,  284. 

Rank,  contention  over  first  general  officers,  325,  326,  349,  373,  390,  397; 
Washington  appeal  to  remain  in  service,  358—361;  adjustment  by 
military  court,  402,  435,  508,  515,  518;  and  Canadian  expedition, 
485,  494;  remonstrance,  519. 

Ration,  constituent,  395,  409;  officers'  allowance,  502,  509,  510.  See  also 
Provisions. 

Recruiting,  jumping,  316,  358,  363;  commissary  of  musters,  324;  Massa- 
chusetts, 334,  337,  351;  results,  392;  stopped,  448;  Connecticut,  470; 
period  of  enlistment,  505;  effort  for  reenlistment,  506,  509.  See  also 
Muster. 

Reed,  Col.  James,  regiment  brigaded,  355;  at  court-martial,  418. 

Reed,  Col.  Jonathan,  regiment  brigaded,  355. 

Reed,  Joseph,  military  secretary,  301/2,  309;  letters  written  by,  329/2, 

333»>  352">  36in>  370n>  3>96n>  4l6n>  4I7">  4l8w>  423">  43IW> 
469/2,  471/2,  492/2,  513/2,  517/2,  527/2;  Schuyler,  376;  on  scarcity  of 
powder,  letter,  44272. 

Reed,  William  B.,  Joseph  Reed,  442/2. 

Regiments,  difference  in  state  establishments,  391. 
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Religion,  books  ordered,  94;  observance  in  camp,  309,  403.  See  also 
Church  of  England;  Missions;  Roman  Catholic. 

Renny,  Hugh,  court-martial,  514. 

Representation,  and  taxation,  238  n,  242. 

Resurrectionists,  body  of  soldier,  464. 

Returns  and  rolls,  New  York  force,  303,  375;  regimental,  regulations, 
305,  404;  stores,  308,  427;  need,  neglect,  enforcement,  312,  318,  329, 
335,  343,  353;  daily,  examination  of  ammunition,  312,  385;  general, 
of  camp,  315;  artillery,  318;  strength  of  force  (July), 3 19,  326;  crude, 
323,  329:  for  Congress,  323,  329,  330,  350,  392;  blanks,  325;  tools, 
345;  sick,  363,  376;  officers,  379;  tents,  boards,  410,  425;  artificers, 
446;  weekly,  form,  518;  special,  of  Massachusetts  troops,  516.  See 
also  Furloughs;  Muster. 

Reveille,  time,  352. 

Revolution.  See  American  Revolution. 

Rhode  Island,  troops  before  Boston,  322,  346,  355;  possible  British  raids, 
366,  369,  385;  powder,  385—387;  tow  cloth,  387;  regimental  estab- 
lishment, 391;  cruise  of  fleet,  500,  501.  See  also  Bermuda. 

Rhode  Island,  governor  of.  See  Cooke,  Nicholas. 

Ribbons,  orders,  23,  90,  94;  military  insignia,  339,  362. 

Richardson,  Daniel,  Stobo's  representative,  171. 

Richmond,  Va.,  letters  from,  276-279. 

Richmond  County,  Va.,  independent  company,  276/2. 

Riddell,  Henry,  letters  to,  187,  193;  Palatines,  18772,  19472. 

Riddick,  Lemuel,  Virginia  Convention,  277/2. 

Riflemen,  authorized,  300,  507/2;  expected,  347;  at  camp,  375,  393,  394, 
424;  guard  against  raid,  426;  Arnold's  expedition,  473;  post,  490; 
court-martial,  490,  497;  excess,  pay,  507;  rank  of  officers,  515. 

Rind,  William,  Virginia  Gazette,  ugn. 

Rising  Sun,  143,  220. 

River  navigation.  See  Potomac  River  improvement. 

Roberts,  William,  miller,  63;  war-time  employment,  434. 

Robinson,  John,  estate,  proposed  Custis  purchase,  164. 

Rodney,  Caesar,  letter  to,  456. 

Rolls.  See  Returns. 

Roman  Catholic  Church,  Quebec  Act,  87/2;  conduct  toward,  in  Canada, 
492,  495. 

Rose, ,  Mercer  affairs,  206. 

Rose,  H.  M.  S.,  raid,  503/2. 
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Rosenbach,  Abraham  S.  W.,  letters  possessed  by,  29  n,  105  n,  226  n. 

Ross, ,  account,  103. 

Roster  of  duty  for  officers,  428. 

Roxbury,  Mass.,  post,  intelligence,  318,  319,  322,  328,  333,  515;  exploit, 

321  n. 
Rum,  Washington's  private  orders,  25,  98,  213,  256. 
Rush,  Dr.  Benjamin,  letter  to,  508 n. 
Russell,  Lieut.  William,  court-martial,  465. 
Rutherford,  Robert,  Fairfax  affairs,  225. 
Rutledge,  Edward,  Washington's  commission,  293  n. 
Rutledge,  John,  committee,  513  n. 
Ryan,  Lieut.  William,  court-martial,  445. 

Saddles,  order,  62;  cloth  ordered,  91. 

St.  Francis  Indians,  at  camp,  423,  437;  offer  services,  423  n. 

Salem,  Mass.,  boats,  405. 

Salt,  scarcity,  482. 

Salt  springs,  in  Kentucky  military  land  surveys,  151,  192. 

Salutes,  to  general  officers,  339,  362. 

Sandwich,  John  Montagu,  earl  of,  Lexington  as  answer  to,  291. 

Sanford,  Lawrence,  letter  to,  25;  shipmaster,  West  Indies  voyage,  25, 

147;  marriage,  208. 
Sanford,  Richard,  land,  in. 
Sargent,  John,  Walpole  Grant,  gn,  49 n. 
Sargent,  Col.  Paul  Dudley,  regiment,  brigaded,  315,  356,  392;  at  court 

of  inquiry,  436;  line  commission,  472. 
Saunders,  Capt.  Jesse,  court-martial,  410,  412. 

Saunderson, ,  shipmaster,  56,  57. 

Savage,  John,  land  grant,  122,  159. 

Savage,  Margaret,  affair,  32-35,  63-65,  79,  101-103,  169,  170,  208,  243, 

244;  letters  to,  33,  63,  101,  208. 
Savage,  Dr.  William,  affair  of  wife's  bond,  relations,  32-35,  64,  79,  101- 

103,  169,  170,  208,  243,  244. 
Scammell,  Alexander,  transcripts,  306 n;  brigade  major,  425,  462. 
Scammons,  Col.  James,  court-martial,  336,  345;  post,  356;  charge  against 

subordinate,  358. 
Schooner,  Washington's,  42. 
Schuyler,  Philip,  major  general,  299,  300 n,  308;  instructions,  301-304; 

letters  to,  302,  332,  370,  373,  423,  436,  485;  at  Ticonderoga,  373; 
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returns,  375;  on  his  difficulties,  letter,  375 n;  commissions,  413;  on 
preparations,  letter,  423 n;  Long  Island  regiments,  46572,  466;  decla- 
ration to  Canadians,  480 n;  Arnold's  expedition,  510. 

Scots,  loyalists,  432,  433. 

Scott,  John,  court-martial,  312. 

Scott,  Capt.  William,  company,  315;  sketch,  315/?. 

Scythes,  orders,  specifications,  60,  142. 

Seales,  Joseph,  court-martial,  514. 

Seals,  topaz,  61;  Custis  arms,  77;  lady's,  90. 

Seamon,  John,  court-martial,  491. 

Seaton,  Augustine,  movements,  37. 

Seines,  orders,  62,  89,  90,  96,  97. 

Self,  Francis,  land  grant,  159,  161,  171. 

Semple,  John,  Colvill  affair,  53. 

Seniority,  and  promotion,  519,  520. 

Sentries,  character,  316. 

Servants,  gardener  for  Washington,  75,  77,  89;  Washington's  plans  to 
import  Palatines  for  frontier  settlers,  185—190,  193—196,  203;  fron- 
tier laborers,  258,  259,  261,  270,  271,  498;  fugitive,  261,  272,  289, 
499;  artisans,  289. 

Sewalls  Point,  Mass.,  post,  command,  318,  322,  447. 

Sharp,  John,  court-martial,  514. 

Sharpe,  Gov.  Horatio,  Ballendine,  83. 

Sharpe,  Jonathan,  court-martial,  516. 

Shatforth,  John,  affidavit,  423. 

Sheep,  disease,  85. 

Shelburne,  William  Petty,  earl  of,  land  scheme,  47/2. 

Shepherd, ,  Dawson  affair,  251. 

Shingles,  for  West  Indies,  213. 

Ship  biscuits,  flour,  making  and  sale,  109,  167. 

Shippen,  Dr.  William,  conference  with  Massachusetts  delegates,  247/2; 
and  Washington,  331. 

Shoes,  orders,  male,  5,  53,  90, 94,  95, 142;  female,  94,  141;  shipment,  140. 

Sieves,  for  wheat,  89. 

Silk  goods,  orders,  23,  24,  90,  93,  96. 

Simes,  Thomas,  Military  Guide,  293  n. 

Simpson, ,  siege  of  Boston,  462/2. 

Simpson,  Gilbert,  joint-settlement  scheme,  Washington's  land  affairs, 
116-118,  204,  257,  260,  268,  270;  letter  to,  117;  Washington's  mill, 
432, 434>  435- 
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Six  Nations.  See  Iroquois. 

Slave  trade,  Washington's  West  Indies  purchases,  98;  his  domestic 
purchases,  117;  price,  252. 

Slaves,  as  expense,  14;  sent  to  frontier  land,  116,  117,  252,  259,  272; 
mortgaged  to  Washington,  146;  Mrs.  Washington's  affairs,  174; 
pending  crop  and  transfer  of  plantation,  177,  178;  miller,  179;  Fair- 
fax, 222. 

Sleeve  buttons,  order,  92. 

Smallpox,  inoculation,  15, 41—43,  46;  in  army,  hospital,  310,  351,  369. 

Smallwood,  Jacob,  court-martial,  514. 

Smith,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis,  Lexington  and  Concord,  291. 

Smith,  Isaac(r),  movements.  276. 

Smith,  John,  land  grant,  159,  161,  171. 

Smith,  Mrs.  S.  Fahs,  acknowledgment  to,  298  n. 

Smith,  William,  Mercer  affairs,  207. 

Smuggling,  seizure,  65. 

Snickers,  Edward,  letter  to,  226,  275;  sketch,  2260;  on  Dawson,  251; 
Mercer  affairs,  275. 

Snickers  Gap,  Va.,  226  n. 

South  Carolina,  powder,  401. 

Southall,  James  Barret,  tavern,  127. 

Spalding,  Dr.  John,  complaint,  354. 

Spears,  Thomas,  fugitive  servant,  289. 

Spears.  See  Pikes. 

Spencer,  Joseph,  rank  question,  326,  349;  brigade,  355,  397,  524;  letter 
to,  519. 

Spices,  order,  91. 

Spinning,  war-time,  at  Mount  Vernon,  432. 

Spotsylvania  County,  Va.,  independent  company,  276 n. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  prisoners  of  war,  394. 

Squire,  Thomas,  London  merchant,  92. 

Staff,  need,  economy,  350,  351.  See  also  Adjutant  general;  Brigade 
major;  Commissary;  Judge  advocate;  Medical  department;  Mili- 
tary secretaries;  Mustermaster  general;  Paymaster  general;  Provost 
marshal;  Quartermaster  general;  Wagonmaster  general. 

Stagg,  John,  transcripts,  30672. 

Stark,  Col.  John,  regiment  brigaded,  355;  rank,  515,  518. 

Stationery,  order,  141. 

Staves,  for  West  Indies,  213. 

Stays,  order,  90. 
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Stephen,  Adam,  special  land  grant,  160,  161;  western  patents,  204;  Vir- 
ginia Convention,  277  n. 

Stevens,  William,  Washington's  frontier  lands,  259  n,  260,  268—272; 
letter  to,  268. 

Stevens  sale,  Washingtoniana,  48  «. 

Stevenson,  Dr.  Henry,  of  Baltimore,  41  n,  42. 

Stewart,  Anthony,  bond,  139. 

Stewart,  Robert,  land  grant,  159,  161, 171;  Washington  on,  247,  288. 

Stiles,  Capt.  Jeremiah,  company,  315. 

Stirling,  William  Alexander,  lord,  at  Mount  Vernon,  108;  sketch,  108 n; 
letter  to,  264. 

Stobo,  Robert,  land  rights,  Washington  and  purchase,  estate,  66,  6g, 
72—76,  122,  159,  161,  171;  letter  to,  73. 

Stockings,  orders,  female,  23,  94;  male,  24. 

Stone, ,  corn  shipment,  274. 

Stone.  See  Quarries. 

Stonington,  Conn.,  raid,  503  n. 

Stormat  (Stromat),  John,  Adams  affair,  205 n,  273,  274. 

Storrs,  Col.  Experience,  at  court-martial,  472. 

Stott,  Dulcibella,  claim  to  estate,  24. 

Straw,  bedding,  310. 

Strength  of  force.  See  Returns. 

Stromat.  See  Stormat. 

Strutfield, ,  land,  253. 

Stuart,  Dr.  David,  wife,  130  n. 

Stuart,  John,  Cherokee  cession,  48/2. 

Sugar  and  molasses,  orders,  25,  91,  98,  213,  256. 

Sullivan,  John,  post,  3180;  at  camp,  328;  brigade,  muster,  355,  397, 

439>  449- 
Supplies.  See  Commissary. 
Surgeons.  See  Hospitals. 
Surveying,  large  landholders  and  knowledge,  51;  at  Mount  Vernon, 

108;  frontier  land,  202;  qualification  of  surveyors,  282. 
Susquehanna  River,  improvement  proposed,  19. 
Sutlers,  regulations,  404;  liquor,  restriction,  474. 
Swan,  H.  M.  S.,  raid,  503  n. 
Swashan,  chief,  at  camp,  423  n,  437. 
Swearing,  punishment,  410. 
Swift,  147. 
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Swords,  for  Custis,  63;  belt  ordered,  63;  mourning,  144 n;  British  pris- 
oners, 519,  522,  523  n. 
Symes,  Thomas(?),  protested  bill  of  exchange,  365. 

Tablecloths,  order,  91. 

Tableware,  order,  92. 

Tamarinds,  order,  99. 

Tambour,  frame  ordered,  93. 

Tape,  orders,  10,  93. 

Taxation,  Virginia  taxables,  236;  and  representation,  238  n,  242.   See 

also  Duties. 
Tayloe,  Elizabeth  (Gwynn),  198 n. 
Tayloe,  John  [1],  198 n. 
Tayloe,  John  [2],  Mercer  affairs,  173,  198,  206,  207,  255/2,  262;  sketch, 

198  n. 
Tayloe,  Rebecca  (Plater),  198/2. 
Taylor,  George,  jr.,  transcript,  476/2. 
Teams,  521. 

Tenants.  See  Leases;  Land. 
Tents,  lack,  323;  returns,  410,  425. 

Theobald, ,  land  claim,  210. 

Thimbles,  order,  93. 

Thomas,  John,  post,  321,  322;  rank  question,  duty  to  service,  326,  358— 

361,  390;  foray  on  islands,  337;  brigade,  355, 397,  524;  letter  to,  358; 

Point  Alderton,  443. 
Thomas,  Ray,  siege  of  Boston,  337. 
Thompson,  Col.  William,  frontier  surveys,  150,  150/2,  151;  plan  against 

Nova  Scotia,  415/2;  riflemen,  Arnold's  expedition,  473,  507/2;  post, 

490. 

Thornton,  Col. ,  37/2. 

Thornton,  Matthew,  use  of  New  Hampshire  troops,  370. 

Thorpe,  Mrs.  S.,  dressmaker,  letter  to,  88. 

Thread,  domestic  purchase,  21;  orders  abroad,  90,  94. 

Thruston,  Charles  Mynn,  land-grant  rights,  Washington  and  purchase, 

2,  124,  128;  letter  to,  120;  sketch,  120/2. 

Tibbies, ,  land  claim,  210. 

Ticonderoga,  Schuyler  at,  373;  disputed  command,  375/2;  military  sup- 
plies from,  420,  421,  424,  469. 
Tilghman,  James,  letter  to,  126;  sketch,  126/2. 
Tilghman,  James,  jr.,  letter  to,  185. 
Tippell,  William,  bill  of  exchange,  290. 
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Tobacco,  Custis  output,  14;  price,  complaints,  57,  140,  217;  accounts  for 
relanded,  71;  Custis  shipments,  80,  140,  145,  217,  220,  234,  235; 
mistake  in  shipment,  80;  freight,  89;  delay  in  shipment,  90;  Wash- 
ington's shipments,  140,  143;  Fairfax  shipment,  218;  Washington's 
relations  with  English  agents,  235.  See  also  Insurance. 

Tools,  for  frontier  settlement,  201,  257,  258,  270,  271;  military,  lack, 
322;  returns,  345. 

Tow  cloth,  supply,  477. 

Tower,  James,  estate,  land  grant,  159,  161,  171. 

Towles,  Andrew.  See  Fowler,  Alexander. 

Tracy,  Nathaniel,  letter  to,  470. 

Trafton,  Ensign  Joshua,  court-martial,  358,  448. 

Transportation,  Washington  on  Ohio-Potomac  route  (1773),  145;  and 
proposed  western  setdement,  189;  military,  regulations,  521.  See 
also  Carriages;  Communication;  Horses;  Navigation;  Potomac 
River  improvement;  Travel;  Wagonmaster  general. 

Travel,  consideration  of  foreign,  for  Custis,  12—15,  39,  43—45,  49—52; 
American  and  foreign,  51;  Washington's  proposed  western  jour- 
neys, 132,  180,  271;  Washington  to  New  York  (1773),  133. 

Trent,  William,  letter  to,  401. 

Trimming,  order,  90. 

Trumbull,  John,  Washington's  aide,  368;  sketch,  368/2;  sketches  of 
American  lines,  39672;  brigade  major,  425. 

Trumbull,  Gov.  Jonathan,  letters  to,  343,  344,  367,  389,  411,  419,  445, 
469,  486,  487,  502;  and  Washington,  344;  express,  368;  stores  from 
Ticonderoga,  420,  469;  Major  French,  464;  on  British  raids  and 
new  levies,  letter,  503  n,  505  n. 

Trumbull,  Joseph,  commissary  general.,  324,  368,  378;  failure  of  funds, 
letter,  51272. 

Truro  Parish,  Va.,  Washington  and  vestry,  112  72. 

Tryon,  Gov.  William,  New  York  reception,  30172;  policy  toward,  302, 
332;  character  and  attitude,  30372. 

Tucker,  Martha,  Mrs.  Thomas  Newton,  10972. 

Tudor,  William,  judge  advocate,  349,  378;  service,  37872;  memorial,  463. 

Tupper,  Ma].  Benjamin,  exploits,  321 72,  381,  393. 

Turner,  William,  411. 

Tydings,  Millard  E.,  commissioner,  iii. 

Ulster  County,  Va.,  Washington's  lottery  land,  265. 
Uniforms,  Virginia  independent  companies,  266. 

Union,  Potomac  improvement  and  the  West,  83.  See  also  Continental 
army;  Continental  Congress. 
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Unity,  ship,  letter  to  owner,  recapture,  513,  51472. 
University  of  Chicago  Library,  material  from,  21. 

Valentine,  Joseph,  dead,  80. 

Valliscure,  S.,  Washington's  bookplate,  77  n. 

Van  Braam,  Jacob,  land  grant,  66,  69,  72,  74-76, 122, 159, 161, 171,  250; 
letter  (circular)  to,  171. 

Vardill,  John,  letter  to,  168  n. 

Varick,  Richard,  transcripts,  306/2;  indorsement,  469  n. 

Varnum,  Col.  James  Mitchell,  regiment,  brigaded,  355,  379;  at  court- 
martial,  418. 

Vegetables,  frontier  planting,  258,  272. 

Vestries,  in  Virginia,  81;  Washington  on  vestrymen,  112. 

Vigilance,  general  orders  on,  315. 

Virginia,  effect  of  Walpole  Grant,  9,  10,  26,  27;  nonimportation,  com- 
mittees of  safety,  16,  17,  21,  248,  24877— 25072;  Calendar  of  State 
Papers,  16 72;  paper  money,  43,  114;  flood  (1771),  60;  Pennsylvania 
boundary,  8772, 21572;  Dunmore  as  governor,  870,  8872;  and  Quebec 
Act,  88 n;  taxables,  236;  independent  companies,  24772— 249 n,  265, 
266,  276,  288,  298;  Dunmore  on  conditions  (1774),  24872-250/2; 
riflemen,  300,  42472,  50772.  See  also  next  tides. 

Virginia  Assembly,  Washington's  attendance,  16,  114,  180,  215;  bishop- 
ric, 80;  Potomac  improvement,  81;  lighthouse,  81;  vestries,  81; 
session  of  May  1774,  Boston  Port  Bill,  dissolution,  21572,  223; 
unofficial  measures,  21672,  21772.  See  also  Virginia  Convention. 

Virginia  Convention,  of  1774:  call,  21772,  224;  Continental  Congress, 
235;  proceedings,  236;  of  1775,  proceedings,  276,  27672,  27772,  279. 

Virginia  Council,  letter  to,  158. 
Virginia  Gazette,  119  72. 

Virginia  Regiment,  land  grants  under  proclamation  of  1763,  157,  158. 
See  also  Fort  Necessity. 

Wades  Addition,  Md.,  20472. 

Waggener,  Andrew,  land  grant,  120—123,  J59>  l^I>  I7I- 

Waggener,  Peter,  marriage,  208. 

Waggener,  Thomas,  land  grant,  121. 

Wagonmaster  general,  need,  351;  appointment,  411;  instructions,  521. 

Walker, ,  shipmaster,  56. 

Walker,  Charles  M.,  Athens  County,  Ohio,  12672. 
Walker,  Col.  Timothy,  regiment  brigaded,  355. 
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Waller, ,  lawyer,  219. 

Walpole,  Thomas,  land  grant,  9/2,  49  n. 

Walpole  Grant,  effect  on  Virginia,  9,  10,  26,  27;  bounds,  10,  26,  27; 
effect  on  Fort  Necessity  expedition  rights,  11,  27,  28,  47,  66  n,  76, 
86,  121,  146;  surveys,  30;  Washington  and  acquirement  of  shares, 
30,  72,  183;  history,  49/2;  Ohio  Company,  66 n;  and  Washington's 
land  purchases,  78,  183;  and  grants  under  proclamation  of  1763, 
157- 

Ward,  Artemas,  major  general,  299,  30077,  308;  post,  318/2;  aides,  352; 
division,  355,  396,  521. 

Ward,  Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan,  316;  at  court-martial,  335,  339. 

Ward,  Joseph,  Ward's  aide,  352. 

Ward,  Samuel,  news,  420. 

Warren,  James,  paymaster  general,  350/2,  473;  letter  to,  403. 

Warren,  Dr.  John,  court  of  inquiry,  354. 

Washington,  Augustine,  estate,  George  Washington  and  affairs,  262; 
land  dispute,  267. 

Washington,  Charles,  letters  to,  1,  38;  land  dispute,  in,  112. 

Washington,  Elizabeth  (Foote),  103 n. 

Washington,  Elizabeth  (Lund),  103/2. 

Washington,  George,  movements,  1,  15,  16,  22,  37,  37/2,  38,  39,  48,  65, 
66, 72, 79,  80,  82, 118, 119, 121, 126, 132, 134, 136, 147, 155, 157, 165, 
167,  168,  180-182,  195,  215,  226,  234,  237,  244,  248,  276,  280,  290, 
297,  301,  301/2,  305;  justice  of  the  peace,  16/2,  61;  Walpole  Grant 
shares,  30,  72,  183;  schooner,  42;  Mercer,  70;  portrait,  83,  84/2; 
proposed  western  trips,  132,  180,  271;  letter  of  condolence,  133; 
rebuke  of  Muse,  179;  on  courting,  friendship,  and  business,  182, 
203;  diary  extracts  (1774),  215,  219/2,  229/2;  Burnaby,  218;  inde- 
pendent companies,  248/2,  265,  266,  276,  278;  committee  of  safety, 
248;  Virginia  Convention,  276,  277/2;  pre-Revolutionary  relations 
with  Mason,  277/2;  will  (1775),  295;  on  his  trials,  454;  R.  H.  Lee 
on  conduct  of  siege,  454/2;  Trumbull,  503—505.  See  also  American 
Revolution;  Business;  Commander  in  chief;  Surveying;  Virginia 
Assembly. 

Washington,  John,  claim,  103;  letter  to,  loan,  273. 

Washington,  John  Augustine,  movements,  1;  land,  111/2;  letters  to, 
276,  299,  371,  487;  independent  company,  276. 

Washington,  Lawrence,  estate,  Shenandoah  land,  in. 

Washington,  Lawrence,  Deep  Run,  39. 

Washington,  Lund,  buys  land-grant  rights,  2;  George  Washington's 
affairs,  6,  7,  21,  41,  103,  109,  118,  145,  366;  goods  for,  54/2,  140; 
letters  to,  103,  432;  sketch,  103/2. 
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Washington,  Martha  (Dandridge-Custis),  travel  for  son,  14,  52;  move- 
ments, 39,  40,  215,  433;  son's  inoculation,  41,  46;  miniature,  84 «; 
on  Dunmore,  86 n;  complaint  against  dressmaker,  88;  goods  for, 
90,  91,  141;  death  of  daughter,  138;  son's  marriage,  167;  slave 
affair,  174;  inventory,  220;  letters  to,  293,  300;  solicitude  for,  on 
taking  command,  294-296,  298,  300;  Dunmore's  threat,  433. 

Washington,  Mary  (Ball),  guardian,  70 n. 

Washington,  Samuel,  movements,  1;  land,  39,  in  72. 

Washington,  Townsend,  103  n. 

Washington's  fleet.  See  Privateers. 

Watches,  order,  23;  chain  ordered,  62;  keys  ordered,  quality,  63,  95. 

Watson,  Josiah,  death,  208. 

Watts,  Arthur,  estate,  land  grant,  159,  161,  171. 

Weather,  storms,  flood  (1771),  40,  60;  deep  snow  (1772),  79;  mild 
winter  (1773),  115;  cold,  frost  (1774),  186,  214,  219,  225;  drought 
(1774),  225. 

Webb,  Lieut.  Samuel,  aide  to  Putnam,  354;  service,  354 n. 

Webster,  Jonathan,  jr.,  committee,  382. 

Webster,  William,  fugitive  servant,  289. 

Webster  &  Son,  letter  to,  watch  keys,  95. 

Wells,  David,  court-martial,  312,  333. 

West,  Benjamin,  Peale,  83 n;  Trumbull,  368 n. 

West,  John,  land  dispute,  5,  7;  Washington's  schooner,  42;  land  grant, 
124,  160,  161;  letters  to,  139,  261;  and  candidacy,  227;  Washington 
and  care  of  son,  261-263. 

West.  See  Frontier;  Potomac  River  improvement. 

West  Florida,  Washington  and  land  selection,  124—129,  151,  184;  settle- 
ment scheme,  125  n. 

West  Indies,  produce  for,  25,  98,  109,  no,  147,  213,  256;  goods  from, 
25,  98,  99,  147,  213;  trade  irregularities,  Adams  affair,  105—107, 
112,  115,  116,  136,  137,  147,  167,  169,  204—214,  273-275;  venture 
to,  for  ammunition,  501. 

Westmoreland  County,  Va.,  independent  company,  276. 

Wharton,  Samuel,  Walpole  Grant,  922,  49 n;  Wilkin's  grant,  490. 

Wheat,  sieves,  89;  Washington's  purchase,  104;  crops,  price  (1774),  186, 
214,  219;  directions  on  culture,  435.  See  also  Flour. 

Whipping,  military  punishment,  339,  358,  377,  429,  439,  497,  514-516, 
524. 

Whipple,  Abraham,  Bermuda  cruise,  386/2,  476/2,  477,  478/2;  cruise  for 
packet  boat,  500. 
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Whitcomb,  Col.  Asa,  regiment  brigaded,  355. 

White, ,  provisions  for  British,  458. 

White,  Capt. ,  captured,  398,  403. 

White,  Anthony  Walton,  and  commission,  447;  service,  447  n. 

White,  John,  court-martial,  311. 

White  thorn,  berries  for  Dunmore,  167. 

Whiting,  Benjamin,  trial,  368,  376. 

Wilder,  Capt.  David,  company,  523. 

Wilkins,  John,  office,  land  grants,  49  n. 

Wilkinson,  James,  Memoirs,  462^;  on  lack  of  discipline,  508^. 

William  and  Mary  College,  surveyors,  282. 

Williams,  Daniel,  millstones,  63. 

Williams,  James,  court-martial,  514. 

Williamsburg,  Va.,  letters  from,  15,  66,  70,  80,  103,  1 18-125,  157—166, 
216—227,  234-236;  Mrs.  Dawson's  boarding  house,  non;  mer- 
chants' meetings,  143,  290;  attitude  (1774),  217^. 

Williamson, ,  Fairfax  Resolves,  231,  237  n. 

Willing  &  Morris,  bill  of  exchange,  290. 

Willing  Maid,  no. 

Willis,  Francis,  Fairfax  affairs,  221. 

Wills,  Washington  on,  263;  Washington's  (1775),  295. 

Wilper  (Woelper),  John  David,  land  grant,  survey,  151,  156,  159,  161; 

father(?),  266. 
Wilson,  James,  tents,  323. 
Winchester,  Va.,  officers'  meetings,  39,  121. 
Windows,  material  ordered,  155. 
Wine,  claret,  85;  glasses  ordered,  92;  order  abroad,  143. 

Winship,  Dr. ,  on  Bunker  Hill  losses,  354. 

Winslow,  William,  court-martial,  377. 

Winter  Hill,  Mass.,  post,  command,  315,  318,  321,  331. 

Winthrop,  John,  committee,  3800. 

Wirt,  William,  on  Virginia  Convention,  277  n. 

Wood,  Maj.  Daniel,  at  court  of  inquiry,  525. 

Wood,  James,  letters  to,  124,  127;  Washington  and  West  Florida  lands, 

124—129,  151,  184. 
Woodbridge,  Benjamin  Ruggles,  regiment,  brigaded,  313,  356,  448;  at 

court-martial,  418;  at  court  of  inquiry,  436;  complaint  against,  525. 
Wooden  horse,  as  punishment,  333. 
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Woods,  Maj.  Henry,  report,  306. 
Woods,  Levi,  court-martial,  367. 
Wooster,  David,  force,  and  New  York  City,  302  n,  467;  and  possible 

raid,  369;  letter  to,  465;  on  Long  Island,  465 n. 
Worcester,  Mass.,  prisoners  of  war,  376,  381. 
Woromonroke,  Virginia  estate,  Custis  purchase,  165  n. 
Worthington,  Robert,  land,  in. 
Wright,  John,  estate,  land  grant,  159,  161. 

Wroughton,  Miss ,  Mercer  affairs,  198,  283,  284,  287. 

Wyman,  Lieut.  Col.  Isaac,  at  court  martial,  418. 

Wythe,  George,  letter  to,  174;  land  affairs,  174,  175,  179;  sketch,  174 n\ 

on  taxables,  236. 

York  River  estates,  flood,  60;  manager  of  plantation,  80,  89;  tobacco 
shipments,  80,  140,  145,  217,  220,  234,  235;  goods  ordered  for,  89, 
145;  controversy  over  land  purchase,  174—179,  181,  219. 

Yorktown,  siege  of,  Moore  house,  37  n. 

Young, ,  Washington's  affairs,  187, 195,  209,  210. 

Zane,  Isaac,  Virginia  Convention,  277  n. 
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